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HE grofs mifreprefentations of my conduct

and views, and the unfounded reports to

my prejudice, which have been for years paft
unremittingly circulated, compel me, however
reluctant, publicly tovindicate my character and
principles. Were I alone concerned in thefe mif-
reprefentations, I thould continue to maintain
that filence which I have hitherto obferved, and

LA

either leave the refutation of groundlefs calum-
ny and unmerited'rep:ﬁ@hllp others, or to the
gradual operation of the ‘peaceable principles
which I entertain, and to the irreproachable
condut, as far as it regards the public, which I
purfue. But although I have been particu-
larly aimed at, many befides are implicated In
the {fame charges ; and, above all, the caufe of
Chriftianity is concerned, while thofe who pro-
fefs to be Chriftians are accufed. ‘It is not on the
ground of enthufiafm alone, or of extravagant
[peculative notions, that I and my friends are
attacked, but on account of opinions which it
is confidently afferted we hold, fubverfive cf
A
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every thing valuable to {ociety, leading to con-
fufion and anarchy ; and, although propagated
under the malx of religion, yet tending to pro-
mote, if not abfolutely conne@ed ‘with fedition,
treafon, and rebellion.

Thole who have the flighteft acquaintance
with the preditions and warnings of the Lord
Jefus to his difciples, and with the hiftory of his
church in {ucceeding ages, will not be much
furprifed at the repetition of fuch charges.
‘There are many, hewever, who have not much
confidered thefe matters, and we need not won-
der if fuch fhould be alarmed at the reports
they o inceflantly hear of intentions and mea-
fures to fap the foundation of the Eftablifhed
Chureh, and afterwards to overturn the State.
If thefe indeed were actually the ntentions of
the perfons accufed, the total unfitnefs of the
inftruments employed for carrying into execu-
tion operations of {uch magnitude and extent,
might rather excite ridicule than create alarm ;
were 1t not for the peculiar complexion of the
times, and the awful and fingular events which
daily occur. Alarming as thefe in reality are,
an undue advantage is taken of them ; and, by
means of the moft cruel mifreprefentations and
pofitive falfehoods, the publbc mind is mifled,
and perfons are reprefented as artful and dan-
gerous, whole condudt is the moft open and un-
difguifed, and the furtheft removed from oppo-
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fition or hottility to the good order of civil fo-
ciety and the government of the cauntry.

Among thofe individuals who are thus re-
proached, as it i$ notorioufly the fad, it can be
no vanity in me to fay, that I ftafid among the
foremoft. A number of circumftances have
concurted to occafion this, and thefe, it muft be
confefled, have been very carefully ihproved ;
while all the opinions I ever held that could
be mentioned to my preéjudice have been art-
fully miftated, or fhockingly exaggérated, nor
has the profellion of any change of views ever
been admitted to be fincere.

I did hope, that a little time would have
worn off unfavourable impreflions refpecting
my political fentiments; but I have found it
otherwile. To render thofe inexcufable, fhould
they perlevere, who can thus fo lightly and
bafely traduce their neighbour’s charader, I
fhall give a faithful ftatement of my . former
and prefent {fentiments, and of the progrefs and
gradual change of my miind.

Until the commencement of the French Re-
volution, I had never particularly turned my
attention to political difcuffion. I had read
Belolme’s Treatife and Blackfione’s Commenta-
ries on the Laws of England, and was a fincere
admirer of the Britifh conftitution. I had alio
perufed, with much fatisfaction, Smith’s Inquiry
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into the nature and caules of the wealth of na.
tions. The firft books 1 read upon the tubject
of government, after the change that took place
in France, was Mr Burke’s Reflections, Mackii.
tofh’s Vindicie Gallice, and afterwards feveral of
the pamphlets, by Chriftie, Paine, Barlow, Prieft-
ley, and others, which appeared in {o great num-
bers about that time. Although I did not ex-
acily agree with thele writers, nar indeed with
any that I happened to meet with, a {cene of me-
lioration and improvement in the affairs of man-
kind, feemed to open itfelf to my mind, which,
I trufted, would fpeedily take place in the world ;
{uch as the univerfal abolition of flavery, of war,
and of many other mileries that mankind were
expofed to, and which appeared to me wholly
to refult from the falle principles upon which
the ancient governments had heen conftruct-
ed. [ exulted in this profpe&, from motives of
benevolence, and, as far as 1 know, without
any allowed mixture of {elfifhnefs. 1 rejoiced
in the experiment that was making in France,
of the conftruction of a government, at once
from 1ts foundation upon a regular plan, which
Hume, in his effays, {peaks of as an event {o
much to be defired.

In every company I delighted 1n difcuffing
this favourite {ubject, and endeavoured to point
out the vaft advantages that I thought might
be expected as the refult. At this time 1 was
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in habits of intimacy with fome very worthy cler-
gymen, refiding at, and in the neighbourhood of
Stirling. They were acquainted with a principle I
did not then admit, and which, although a funda-
mental part of the creeds of the Eftablilhed
Churches both of England and Scotland,.1s not
generally admitted ; I mean, the total corruption
of human nature, Realoning from their firm per-
{fuafion of this truth, they aflured me, that {fuch
effects as I expected, unqueftionably {o defire-
able in themfelves, could not flow from any
change of government ; and that the cruelties
in France, then beginning to be exercifed,
were the natural effe@ of certain circumftances,
in which the people of that country ftood, and
would, 1n a greater or lefs degree, take place in
any country in a fimilar fituation. I widely dif-
fered from them; and continued to maintain my
own opinions, aicribing all or moft of the enor-
mities of the French, folely to the ftate of degra-
dation, to which I thought their minds had been
reduced, during the ancient defpotic govern-
ment.

Numerous political focieties, about the fame
iime, were eftablifhed in England and Scotland,
but of thefe I exprefled my decided difappro-
bation, and never went near a fingle one of
them. 1 always thought, that by them the
minds of the people were much more likely to
be mflamed than informed, and that they were



[ 6]

calculated to produce confufion, rather than re-
tormation. Befides, as I {faw {o many well in-
formed men, who had at firft approved of the
French Revolution, beginning to fet them{elves
directly agamnft any change tn this country, 1
was perfuaded 1t would enfure the mofi dread-
ful eonfequences, were any attempt to that pur-
pofe to be made by thefe {ocieties or their lead-
ers. The French were making the experiment
upon themielves; from them I withed to fee its
eftects. 1 thought thefe would be {o good as
focn to convince other nations, and make them
willing to follow their exampie; and I hoped
that this might one day take place, without
either blocdthed or lofs of property.

I am fure thefe were diftmctly my fentiments,
at the time my mind was moft filled with poli-
tical {peculations ; as I recolle@, when the fo-
cieties were fet on foot, that I wrote a letter.
to a friend, expreffing my ftrong dilapproba-
tion of them, contatning alfo the other opinions
I have juft mentioned. This letter he thewed
to teveral perfons at the time; and, for aught
I know, it may remain to this day. I there
took pains fully to declare my {entiments,
and kept 2 copy of it, and of amother letter,
in which I expreffed my abhorrence of all
tecret cabals, or open violence agamft the go-
vernment ; and thefe, together with a fpeech 1
delivered at Stirling, m a county meeting,
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which I had accurately written, I fhould have
been inclined to have inferted here, had I
not, a confiderable time ago, committed them
all to the flames, as treating of a {fubjcé which
I have for ever renounced.

Having mentioned that {peech, it may be
proper to f{ay fomething concerning 1t, as it
made {ome noife at the time; and being the
only circumftance in my public condu& that
could be taken hold of, has been carefully kept
in remembrance, much miftated, and made a
ground of accufation againft me to this very
© day.

A meeting of the Freeholders of the county
of Stirling was called, on the 1t of July 1794,
to confider the propriety of arming corps of
volunteers throughout the county, at which
his Grace the Duke of Montrofe was in the
chair. 1 had never before, in public, deli-
vered my f[entiments refpeGing any political
fubject ; but when called upon in my place,
I thought it proper to come forward and
explicitly to avow them. The view I took of
the queflion - before the meeting was, that all
thofe who difapproved of the prefent war mulft,
to be confiftent, oppofe the meafure of forming
volunteer corps, as arming the men who fhould
compole thefe, would only enable government
to fend more of the regular forces out of the
xingdom, and fo to perfift in the war ; but



[ 8 ]

wouid add nothing to the internal fecurity of
the country, the profefied object of the meature.
Betides, that as 1t was {aid many were difaf-
tected to government, the meafure 1tfelf might
be dangerous, by putting arms into the hands
of fuch ; and, at any rate, that it feemed an at-
tempt to govern the country by force, which,
if the majority of the people were difaffected,
would be impoflible, if otherwife, unneceflary.
I then delivered my opinion upon what I con-
ceived the impolicy and injuftice of the war.
t afterwards defcribed what I confidered to be
the true character of a perfon properly called a
democrate, as a friend of his country, and a lo-
ver of peace, and one who cherifhed the fenti-
ments of general benevolence ; and contrafted
it with that of perfons who held oppofite f{en-
timents, who were delirous of hugging their
prejudices, and of adapting the maxims of go-
vernment of the feventeenth to the end of the
eighteenth century, a pertod to much more en-
ichtened. 1 next endeavoured to defcribe the
bad eilecls of pre]uuce and of undiftinguithing
ctitance o every thing new, although confel-
ewv ur the ettel, as exemplified 1n the
nutory of all nations, and particularly in the
hificry of the Reformation. I alterwards took
a view of the advantages which the world,
I was conhdent, would derive from the prin-
ciples of freedom being better underftood, 1t

C‘.T'
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the univerfal peace and fecurity that would
confequently prevail ; although, I obferved, an
attempt to ftrangle thefe principles in theit
birth, by the convulfed grafp of the cxpiring
moniter defpotifm, had caufed the moft dread-
ful difturbances in Europe. I then declared
to the {reeholders, that I thought they would
have been inuch better employed, had they been
meeting to confider how all abufes, that were.
generally allowed to be {uch, might bé reform-
ed, than in following the example of thofe {o-
cieties, who had moft improperly intended to
arm, but who might eafily be prevented from
doing milchief by that power which govérn-
ment already pollefled. I added, that, from
thelr fituation in life, they would affuredly have
much more influence with their ‘countrymen in
any other way than as armed mén. And T con-
cluded the whole with a folemn declaration of
my conviction of the propriety and truth of
the fentiments I had ftated.

The above 1s an accurate account of the lead-
ing teatures of what I faid that day ; and 1 am
perfuaded thofe who were prefent will bear wit.
nels vo the faithfulnefs of this report. The a-
bove fpeech created to me many enemies, and
cauled much mifreprefentation ; but the con-
{equences of it, I reckon, were eventually very
happy. It produced indeed a confiderable cool-
vels and diftance on the part of fome of the

%
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nzighbouring country gentlemen ; but this led

me into the company of others, from whom 1
derived more advantage.

I have mentioned above, that I was frequent-
ly in company with feveral refpectable clergy-
men, who lived in my neighbourhood. However
much, from knowing more of the actual ftate
of human nature, they might perceive the im-
probability of attaining univerfal peace and
juitice in the world, and of all human affairs
being conducted upon thefe principles, they ne-
verthele(s thought me fincere; and inftead of
withdrawing from my company, conftantly at-
tempted to lead my mind to infinitely higher
concerns than thofe I had hitherto purfued.
And here I cannot help {aying, if any among
them have in the leaft {uflered 1n the public
efteem on account of thus preferving their con-
nection with me, they have fuffered moit un-
juftly. I know they were advifed by people,
calling themfelves their friends, to give up go-
ing to my houfe ; but they confidered it their
duty to act otherwile, hoping, that, through
their means, I thould at length become partak-
er of like precious faith with themfelves. With
this view they perfevered, and often fat till a
late hour at night, (when perhaps they had to
rife early to depait to their parochial duty,)
converfing, after the period above alluded to,
(viz. the meeting of freeholders of the county
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of Stirling), not always on politicalarrangements
or the government of this world, as was com-
monly fuppofed and faliely reported, although
of thefe we alfo {pake, but chiefly upon the
concerns of our immortal {ouls, and the things
that belonged to our everlafting peace. The
effes have been profitable to them and
to me, and fuch I truft as they and I {hall mu-
tually rejoice in, when time fhall be no more.
The greater number of thofe concerning whom
I write, belong to the Eltablifhed Church. Are
they and I become enemies, becaufe we follow
not now in all things together, and do not yet
fee eye to eye! God forbid'

Converfing with thefe gentlemen, and read-
ing a good deal upon the {ubjeé of religion, I
was brought gradually to perceive, in fome
meature, the glory of the dorines held out in
icripture, and the confiftency of the truth as
it 1s 1n Jefus. 1 became anxious to be bet-
ter informed, and daily gave mylelf more
and more to the inveftigation of it. I happen-
cd to be at a friend’s houfe two winters, in a fi-
tuation where I had much leifure for {uch ir-
quiries. I enjoyed great comfort in purluing
them, and think I can truly {ay, that, under a
deep fenfe of my own 1gnorance in the things
that related to God, and confiderable perplexi-

ty, amidft oppofite opinions upon the f{ubjed,
L earneftly befought the Lord, that he would
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enadle me to diftinguifh between trutn and
faiichood.
I know 1t has been faiq, that at one period {
vas a secian.  Lhe report 1s not true: A
Secinian clergvian, who accompanicd a friend
cf mine upon a vilit from England, was lome
time in the vear 1594 at my houle; we oiten dil-
cuiled his fentiments, I confiantly endeavouring,
with the littie knowledge I had upon the {ub-
ject, to maintain the Trinitarian views, in which,
10 the language of the pafioral admonition, 1
had been * bred up.” I ufed often to retail
his arguments, partly to learn irom others
better mnformcd than I was, what could be
urged again{t them, and allfo to difpute upon
the {ubject as a matter of {pecuiative 1mnquiry,
without any proper 1mpreflion of its awful {o-
lemnuy or importance. Indeed the falt was, 1
ne;ther underiteyd the one {ide of the queilion,
nor the other. But I recoliedt, when 1 came
seriouliy to cond:ucr the matter, 1 was three or
rour deys ready in doubt whether 1t much
Fonstied what 1 believed concerning 1t5 but
[ did net longer continuc uncertain  re-
eding 155 nmportance, although it was fome
time before my rind was {ettled, and I never
aid protels to be a Socinian.
After T returned home, the {ame ifubjecis,
ciiedlv. occupied my attention; and whate-
od or haro the ftudy of politics may have

ll""’l
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jone to others, they certainly led the way tg
much good to me. |
Pefore the Fremch Revolution, havmg 10-
thing to roufe my mind, I Lived 1n the country,
almoft wholly engrofied by country putluits, ,
little concerned about the general interefts or
happinefs of . mankind, but felfifhly and un-
thankfully enjoying the bleflings which God in
his providence had {o bountifully poured around
me. As to religion, 1 contented mylelf with
that general profefiion which 1s {o cominon and
{fo worthlefs, and that form of godlinefs which
compietely denies its power. I endeavoured to
be decent, and what 1s called moral, but was ig-
norant of my loft flate by nature, and of the deep
depravity and corruption of my heart, as well
as of the ftrictnefs, purity and extent of the di-
vine law. While I fpoke of a Saviour, I was
ittle acquainted with his charaer, the value
of his fufferings and death, the need I fiond in
of the atoning efficacy of his pardoning blood,
or of the imputation of his perfe@ obedience,
and meritorious righteoufnefs ; and of the fanc-
tifying mfluences of the eternal Spirit, to apply
his falvation to my {oul. When politics began to
be talked of, I was led to confider every thing
anew. [ eagerly catched at them as a plealing
ipeculation. As a fleeting phantom, they eluded
my graip; but. miffing the thadow, I caught the
(ubftance 3 and, while obliged to abandon thefl
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confefledly empty and unfatisfactory purfuits,
I - stamned, 1in {fome meafure, the {olid coniola-
tion:s of the gofpel; fo that I may fay, as Paul,
concerning the Gentiles of old, He was found
of m- who {ought him not.
Some time after this, when I truft T had been
led to choofe that good part which cannot be
taken trom any one, and to adopt the views of
reiigion I at prefent hold, I firft heard of the
Baptnt Muflionary Society, and their miflion 1n
bBencal, It immediately ftruck me that I was
ipending my time in the country to little pro-
iit, while, from the command of property,
whici, through the goodnefs of God, 1 poflei-
{ed, I might be fomewhere extenfively ufeful.
Atter confidering the matter deliberately for
about fix months, I propofed to Mr Innes, then
minifter at Stirling, now at Dundee, (having
obtained my wife’s confent), to go to Ben-
cal. and to {pend the remainder of our lives
in endeavouring to communicate the pre-
cious truths of the gofpel to the Hindoos
who were living under the Britifh government.
fle and 1 maturely weighed the bufinels
for fix or eight months more, to the beft of
mv recollection, when we invited {fome others to
join us. Being periuaded that, without liber-
tv from the government in India, we {nould
not be permitted to act upon the extenfive

{cale propofed, we applied to the India Compagy
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for leave to go out; but leave was not granted.
After doing every thing we judged lawful and
proper to obtain it, we abandoned the plan,
efpecially as new fchemes of ufefulnefs began
to open at home, indicating, as we judged, the
will of God that we thould remain where we
were. Many have blamed us for not going out
quietly without afking leave; but I never could
fee the probability of this fucceeding on the
plan we had laid down, and I have fince been
completely confirmed In my opinion, by parti-
cular accounts received from a gentleman
India, well qualified to judge, and from what I
have fince oblerved in-this country. He writes to
a correfpondent as follows: “ I heard fomething
lately of the intention of fome of your friends to
{fettle at Benares. I requeft you will difcoun-
tenance this Utopian miflion. They cannot
obtain the {anétion of the government; and
without 1t, they can neither live, pray, nor
preach in this country. But, with {uch a {anc-
tion, a dozen perfons of piety and learning,
purchaling territory, and eftablifhing a college,
would foon fpread a light over Hindoftan.

Wait the Lord’s time. In the mean time, what
yvour hand finds to do (in Edinburgh), do it

with all your might,”

It 1s lincerely to be withed, that the Direc-
tors of the India Company may, ere long, fee
thismatter in a different light, and dcfire to im-
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part, or at leaft not to prohibit the bleflings of
Chriftianity from being carried tothelr numerous
{fubjects in Bengal, in order to reicue them from
the cruel {upertlition, and degrading immorali-
ty, in which they are at prefent {funk. Thus
mizht Britain, which has {o largely partaken of
the temporal good things of the nations of In-
dia, in return, be the infirument of enriching
them with f{piritual bleflings. For my own .
part, I am {atistied in having made the attempt,
although 1t appeared by the event clearly the
will of Providence that we fhould not go. I
hzve not 2 deubt that this was ordered for
good ; and our being prevented, whether from
unworthinels, or from whatever other caufe,
which we know not now, we fhall know here-
after. 1 could not, however, help particularly
ooferving the maffacre of the Europeans that
lately took place at Benares, where it is pro-
bable we theuld have been, had we obtained

c defire.  With the apoftle, then, I would
here thapkfully exclaim, * O the depth of the
riches, both of the wiidom and knowledge of

L

Go d . how unfearchable are his judgments, and

. 193

s wavs pait finding out!
Bud motives (n this buiinefs were alcribed to
us: but turely fuch rudging 1s very unwarrant-
abie.  There was no Chrithan Lffablifhed

Churcn 1in India, of which we might wifh to

i30 the tecundaticn, and no probability, from the



[ 17 ]

power and ﬁrﬁ&nefs of the government El}erg;
of any attempt fucceeding, hadhwe been difpo-
{ed, to overturn the State. I

I had not feén at that tinte indeed, as I have
(ince, that it was my privilege to abftain from
all political interference in this country ; nor
was I fo deeply and pratically convinced of
thé corruption of human nature, as I truft I
have fince been, {o as to exped lefs from it
under any political arrangement : Yet, as a
miﬁioﬁary, I had determined to renounce the
fubjedt, thinking that, at leaft in that fituation,
1 might, with a good confcience, give it up
altogether. This was exprefsly fettled and
agreed upon, as an eflential condition to be ob-
ferved by all of us, who joined in the intended
miflion. T have it, however, in my power to
thew diftinctly, as I (hall now do, what my
views and intentions were refpeing govern-
ment, when I applied for leave to go to India,

by giving extracts from fome letters I then wrote
to Mr Secretary Dundas.

In a letter, dated, Loridon, Sept. 21. 1796,
t1s faid. {1 copy verbatim), “ From what you
have probably heard of my political opinions,
it may appear ftrange to you that I thould OW .
wait upon you. I have no doubt, however, that
report has conveyed them to you, very dif-
ferent from what they really are, or ever
have been. Such as they were, I always

G
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ipoke them fairly and openly, which I know
makes me exceedingly liable to mifreprelenta-
ttion. I mean not to retract any thing I have
ever {aid, or deny what I now hold ; but if, 1n
confequence of the following communication,
which I addrefs to you, you fhould be defirous,
as indeed you will be enutled, to know what
they are, 1 ‘am happy 1 have 1t in my power
completely to {atisfy you, by aniwering any
queftions you may pleafe to propofe to me on
the fubjet. And I hope, if you fhould think
me miftaken, you will at leaft give me credit
for fincerity, for which the polieflion of the pro-
perty I enjoy, and the favourablenefs of the
prefent arrangements to people in my fituation,
give a pretty ftrong pledge. 1 believe no one
who knows me, will lay to my charge a defire
of making myfelf of confequence in the coun-
try. Indeed I have always acted 1n a contrary
manner ; and, except once, when I confidered
mylelf called upon in my place, never came
forward 1n any public fociety of men, though
often folicited. Nor have 1 ever, 1n the
imalleft degree, attempted to inflame any who,
from their fituation, might be {uppofed to have
le{s information than myfelf, while, among thofe
who were my equals or {uperiors 1n knowledge
of the {ubject, I have conftantly {poken plainly
and openly all I thought.”

“ Whatever fear may be exprefled with regard
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to the political {entiments of any of us, as mak-
ing it dangerous to fend fuch perfons to India,
will not apply here. As citizens of this coun-
try we conceive we have a right, and we e-
fteem it a daty, to {peak freely our fentiments
about government. As miffionaries abrodd we
have no fuch bufinefs. Our mouths oni'ithat
fubje&t will be fealed for ever, when we deyote
ourfelves to preach only the gofpel of Jefus
Chrift, and what it ‘contains, in a foreign land.
On all mmen it enjoins peaceable and quiet lives,
which we fhall uniformly inculcate. Indeed I
truft we fhall be found ufeful in no common
degree, (fhould God grant us fuccefs), in pro-
moting the peace and happinefs of the coun-
try, and the ftability of the government, which
we believe to be the beft in India. We are
tully cenvinced, that nothing will tend to bind
India {o clofely to England as the introducion
of the gofpel among the natives, (While the

heathen {laves in the Weft Indies have ynited
in infurrection, the converted Africans have con-
tinued peaceable and faithful ; fuchis the natural
influence of Chriftianity on its votaries.) And
at the {ame time, we are confident, that nothing
will provoke God to deprive England of the
emptre 1n the eaft, and the benefits refulting
from the poffeffion of it, fo much as negleéting
to fend the gofpel to them, and efpecially refu-
.ﬁﬂg to allow it to ba {ent, when you are hum-
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biy intreated to grant permiflion. T'he laws of
the India Company with refpe& to people going
out are very firict; but the fpirit of them is to
prevent thole, whom they do not authorife, from
meddling with their arrangements or commerce.
Our bufinefls, and our aim, is to propagate the
goipel, and {ave the fouls of the miferable hea-
thens ; and we fhould think ourfelves culpable
in the higheft degree, were the rulers, or thofe
who are intrufted with the direction of com-
merce, ever to have any juft caufe of complaint
agalnft us. Surely it can never be thought,
that we have any finifter views in this bufinefs,
or any other than what we hold out. Toit we
dedicate our all, we leave very many comtforts
in this country, (for I aflure you it 1s not dil-
content that carries us away); and we rifk,
nay, almoft certainly incur, bad health, and ma-
ny inconveniencies, and difagreeable circum-
ftances, that natives of the oppofite fide of the
zlobe muft neceiiarily encounter. Indeed, con-
fidering every thing, if we do not go with pure
views, and from good motives, in the language
of the apofile, I have no hefitation to {ay, «“ We
“ muft be of all men moft miferable.” ——

In another letter, dated, Lendon, Sept. 30.
1790, 1t is further faid, “ Many thoulfands have
cone to India to attan a decent competency
or {plendid zflluence; we go with a dire& view,
~ot to enrich ourfelves, but to fave the fouls of
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men : And furely, Sir, it 1s 1o unreafonable
requeft, that at lealt we may | be permitted to
go out quietly, and enjoy the protection of the
government of India, while we demean our-
{elves well.

« If we do not act there as we propole, the
government can at any time {fend us home ; we
{hall be {ufficiently in their power. I am per-
fuaded, however, they would never hear of us,
but as inculcating quietnefs and peace.”

It is here proper to obferve, before I proceed,
that the expreflion in the above extradts, “ 1
never came forward, in any public fociety of
men, though often folicited,” entirely alludes
to the county meetings of the freeholders. My
principles at all times were too well known for
any one to folicit my attendance in the {elt-
created political focieties. 1 never had any pii-
vate intimation of what was going on among
them. At that time I often publicly declared,
had I ever known of any thing dangerous to
government, even it I had lived in Turkey,

where they have one of the worft governments,

I fhould have accounted it my duty immediate-
ly to reveal it.

The only {olicitation of this kind ever made

tome,was a requeft by letter, to {ubicribe money
for thofe perfons who had been tried in England
for fedition, and acquitted. Although acquit-

ted, I highly difapproved their condué, and
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wrote an an{wer to this effect, that the perfon
foliciting me, had wholly mifunderftood what
my political fentiments had always been, other-
wile he would got have made {uch-a propofal
tc me. |

I have further to remark, that the above
letters were written 1n London, and that the
expreflion, “ as citizens, &c. we deem 1t our
duty,” &c. did not apply to my two aflfociates
in Scotland, who, as minifters of the gofpel at
home, a!ways thought it their duty to act In
the fame manner, in every refped, as they
would have done if miflionaries abroad, and as
having nothing to do with politics. |

From thefe extracls, it will ¢learly appear
what my views at that time were ; and indeed,
offering 10 go to Bengal was certainly declar-
ing, in language f{ufficiently ftrong, that it was
not politics I had in view, when 1 wifhed to
place myf{elf, my family, and property, entirely
under the power of a goveinment which 15 {o
ftrong, as the Eng'ifh government in India,
from its relative and particular fituation, necef-
farlly muit be.

While there remained any expectation of
our obtaming leave to go to Bengal, I did not
relinquifli the objec, but continued to ufe all
proper means for that purpofe. While I was
thus engaged, a very unexpected and cruel at-
rack was made upon me and my aflaciates, in
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a well known book, publifhed by Profeflor Ro-
bifont, although I.had never been a free-ma-
{fon, and knew nothing of the Iluminati. The
foul calumny was afterwards retra¢ted by him
in the new{papers. He introduced this accufa-
tion, by calling me a very eminent friend and
abettor of Dr Prieitley ; but he could not have
been more unfortunate in his epithet, as there
was no perfon to whom I ftood more oppofed in
religious principles. Nor did I everagree with him
in his political fentiments. I believe Dr Prieft-
ley’s religlous {yftem to be practical atheilm, and
that 1t will lead 1ts unhappy votaries to eternal
deftru¢tion. If a man does not acknowledge
the God of the Bible, in the emphatical lan-
guage of Scripture, “ he has made God a liar,”
while the idea fet up in the mind, is a mere
creature of the imagination, and no God,

1 fhall here infert my correfpondence with
Profeflor Robilon. Tonce did not intend to have
troubled the Public with this bufinefs but I now
find it neceflary for my own vindication. Mr
Robifon’s retractation in the new{papers was very
unfatisfactory, asis alfo the corre@ion of his error
in the later editions of his book. In thefe, he
continues to call me “ an eminent follower of
Dr Prieftley *,” 1t 1s true I took no notice of this
part of the calumny in my correfpondence with
mm, my letters being haftily written, and my

* The words in P. §. 4th Ed. p. 500, are, “ T was miftzken as to the
“ expreflion of an eminent follower of Dr Pri ieitley,” We, Inpage 4553,

it is faid, * T grieve that he (Dr P.) bas left any of bisitiends and abet.
s among ws) U,
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wle attention directed to the refutation of the
iufamioes tenument he had faid I uttered. Af-
ter w hat had happened, he ought however to have
been more cautious, and proper enquiry would
have prevented this fecond imjury. ‘fhe Pro-
ieffor’s accufation has alio been again brought
forward, in the moft unhand{ome manner, 1n &
pemodical publication, and there are murepreien-
tations concerning it, circulated to this very day.
I {fhail add two letters fiom Mr Somerville, mini-
flerorthe Ettabli'hed Churchin Stirling, m whole
houfe the converfation alluded to, and 1o much
mitreprelented, tock place, and the Profeflor’s
correfpondence with Mr Ewing, one of the gentle-

men Who was to have acCompamed me to India.

-—*-}

Copy of a Letier to Profeffar RoBIsox.

SIR, Airthrey, Sept. 21. 1797.
e juil been mformed that a book, lately
ithed by vou, contains the following para-

- I orieve that he (Dr Prieftley) has left any of
“ his friends and abettors among us. A Very
- eminent one faid in company a few days ago,
“"Tihat he weuld willingiy wade to the knees n
 blaod, to overturn the Eftablithment of the
 Kirk ef Scotiand.” I underftand that he
“ propoles to go to India, and there to preach
“ Chriftianity to the natives. Let me beicech
* him to recoilect that among us Chrittianity is
“ full confidered as the gofpel of peace, avd

l--}
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« that it ftrongly diffuades us from bathing our
“ feet in blood.” |
As it is fuppofed that I am the perfon allu-

ded to in thefe fentences, I muft requeft that
you will inform me, whether 1t 18 {o or not.

I am, Sir, &c. &c.
(Signed) RosertT HaLpane.
To Profeflor Rosisox. |

Copy of a Letter from Profeffor RosisoN, dated,
Stirling, 2qth Sept. 1797,

SIR,

I received your favour of the 21ft inftant, on
Wednelday, in the country, where I have been
confined for fome time by bad health. The
moment I received i1t I {et off for this place, to -
give you all the fatisfaction in my power ; and
expected to find here , to whom I have
the pleafure of being well known. His abfence
has ddappointed my hopes of a friend, who
might be a witnefs of what pafled between us.

1 do not prefume to judge, why you {uppofe
that you are the eminent difciple of Dr Priefl-
ley alluded to in the paffage which you have
fairly quoted. 1 have not faid that you are,
but I cannot at prefent give you more fatisfac-
- tion by anfivering your queflion; which I am
forry for, becaufe it is required with politenefs.
Could I have found a proper friend to accom-

)
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pany mie, { (hould have had an mterview ; but
having had the honour of {erving my King and
country as an oflicer in the Royal Navy for fe-
veral years, I have the ftronger reafons for be-
ing cautious how I ad, and muft not yield to
my wifhes, to give you more {atisfattion at pre-
fent.

I can only fay that if you ftill find yourfelf
azgrieved, I am ready with my life to give you
that fatisfaction which one gentleman 1s entit-
led to require of another.

Permit me to {ay as an author, that inclina-
tion, as well as duty, makes me allo wifh to cor-
rect any miftakes that I may have fallen into.
I am therefore {paring no pains to come at the
truth of feveral things, which were repeated to
me as the current talk of the country, both
here and in England ; and if I find that I have
miirepreiented any thing, I will rectify it in the
moit public manner, without lofs of time. But
this may require a fsw days, becaufe my health
15 very indiiierent, and 1 cannot bear the fa-
tigue of traveliing without a little interval of
reft, This may retard, but fhall not prevent
my diicharging, to the utmoft of my power, the
dutv that Y owe to the public. I am, with due
regard, Sir,

Your moit humbie {ervant,

(Signed) Joun Rozison.
“fo Roszrt HaLbpave, Eiq.
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Copy of the Anfwer to the above, dated, dirthrey,
Sept. 30. 1797. |

SIR,

I have this moment received your letter, da-
ted from Surling. You fay you do not pre-
fume to judge why I fuppole that I am the
difciple of Prieftley alluded to in the paflage 1
quoted ; by this, feeming to infinuate, that it may
be fome other perfon. I certainly could have
no with to apply to mylelf {fuch a charge as
your book brings againft one, who 1s defirous,
you lay, to go to India to teach Chriftianity
there, were it poflible for either me or my
friends to {uppole that you meant any other.
It was upon this ground that my {uppofition
was founded. It you, however, declare that I
was not the perfon alluded to, that is.quite (uf-
ficient ; and on this fuppofition I am certainly
entitled to require and expedt, that you make
this declaration (as you know that it is gene-
rally applied to me) upon every principle of
¢andour and juftice.

! now beg leave to inform you, that I neves
made ufe of {uch an expreflion as the one re-
ferred to, nor ever faid any thing at all like it ;
that the fentiment appears to me fhocking in
itfelf, and the moft remote poflible from every
:dea I entertain on the fubje@. No, Sir; 1 would,
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not {pill one drop of buman’ blood, to {upport
or deftroy all the religious eftablifhmentsin the
world. 1 fhould confider fuch a way of at-
tempting to advance the interefts of Chuiftia-
nity, as infinitely mad, and infinitely wicked.
I have over and over again declared this both
in public and private ; and 1t 1s well known by
11l my friends, and thofe who are intimate with
me, to be my decided and fixed principle.

I obierve, you {ay, that if you find you have
miireprelented any thing, you will reciify 1t 1n
the moft public manner, without lofs of time,
This 1s all that I require; and I have even ne
objeciion to yeur taking lome days to gain all
the information you defire. But then it mufi
be done in the moit explicit manner. No name
fliould be mentioned, as there 1s none 1 your
beok ; but 1t fiould be faid, after quoting the
fentence, that the author finds, upon enquiry,
that 1t was totally void of foundation, and
therefore that he takes the earlieft opportunity of
pudlicly contradicting 1t.  This, or fomething
equvalent, mufl be put into the Scotch newi-
papers, and a note muit alio be written to the
reviewers, lelt they retail 1t.

[ tee]l that a regard to mylelf and aflociates,
as itanding n fome mealure on public ground,
requires this. Had I not been in this fituation 1
fhould very poilibly have taken no notice of it,

hut fhould have let 1t pafs, with many cther un-
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founded calumnies that. have been repeated
again{t me.

I fhould alfo imagine that as {foon as you are
{atisfied of the aflertion being unfounded, your
own candour and feelings will dictate the very
courfe-ficre pointed out.

As to your faying, that if T feel myfelf ag.
erieved, you are ready with your life to give
that fatisfaction which one gentleman is entit-
led to require of another, it appears to me a very
fArange way of talking in this bufinefs. If you
have publicly repeated a falfe calumny againit
one who never interfered with you, ought you
not to defire, as {oon as pofiible, even without
being required, to make him reparation by as
publicly contradiéting it ? which is the only ra-
tional {atistaction that can be obtained or given
in {fuch a bufinefs. If you mean the term, how-
ever, in any other acceptation, I muft beg to in-
form you, that whatever the maxims of the world
i fuch a cafe might dictate, Chriftianity, which
i confider as the gofpel of peace, has taught
me, that 1t would be no fatisfadtion, to bzthe
either my feet or my hands in your blood.

i have only to add, that I think an inter-
view would be very proper, and that it need
not be prevented by your not having a fiiend
to accompany you, I fhall be happy to fee you
here this day, if you find it convenient. I any
perfuaded the buinefs might be amicably fet.
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tled n a few minutes. It i1s not in my power

to call upcn you, as I am confined to-day by a
coid, and {welled face. I am, Sir, your moft
obedient {ervant,

(Signed) RoperT HALDANE.

P 5.1 have not yet feen your book, but am

happy to find that the paffage is fairly quot-
ed,

To Profeflor Roaisox.

‘The {ervant who was {fent with the above let.
ter, brougiht it back, and informed me, that Pro-
fellor Robifon had left Stirling the day before.

Upon hearing this, I inclofcd it in the following
note, dated Sept. 30. afternoon.

SIR.,

Immediately on receipt of your letter from
Surhng, which, though dated Sept. 29. I only
oot this forenoon, I fent a fervant with the in-
cioled, directed to you in Stirling, but on his
return found vou left it yefterday. As I have
nothing, however, to add to what I have writ-
ten, I {end you the {zme letter directed to you
near Glaigow, and have only to requeft a {peedy
anfwer. I am willing to-believe that, without
turther trouble, when you {ind that you have
"o grofsly and rafhly calumniated me, you will
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tmmediately make reparation for it in the way
propofed. I think, indeed, you owe it to your
own charater as well as to me.  Should you

accordingly agree to contradit it, in the way
ftated in my letter, I think you had better fend
me a note of what you mean to publifh, before
you actually do 1t, to prevent any further trou-
ble, if it fhould not be thought fatisfactory. All

I want 1s a denial of this unfounded piece of
defamation, (which, I doubt not, however, you
believed true when you wrote it), as public as
the aflertion of 1t has been.

I am, Sir, your moft obedient,
(Signed) Rosert HALDANE.

Yo Profefior Roison, Boghall, near Glafgow,

care ot James Arthur, Stabler, Bunn’s Wynd,
Glalgow. '

Proteflor Robifon, inftead of returning to
Boghall, went to Edinburgh, and therefore had

not received my two letters inferted above,
when he wrote what follows.

Copy of a Letter from Profeffor RozisoN, dated,
Ldwmburgh, Ocl. 2. 1797.

DR,

I have not loft a moment’s time, in my en-
A ‘o .
“€avours to perforra my promife in my letter of
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the 21ft *, and have been wheeled from placé
to place, tracing back my authorities for the
patlage quoted by you from my publication, till
I am quite exhanfted, and obliged again to take
to my bed. I was in hopes of inlerting the
correction of my miftake in the Edinburgh pa-
pers of this day. But the particulars of an ea-
ger and defultory converfation, are {fo twifted
and transformed 1n every repetition, that hard-
ly two accounts agree with {uflicient precifion.
I have been at half-a-dozen places, at a conf:-
derable diftance from each other, 1n chace, and
almofl 1n fight of the perfon, with whole evi-
dence I fhall fini(h my enquiries, and 1t will be
Thuriday, before the refult can appear. But,
in the mean time, the following advertilement

{hall be inierted in the newl{papers of to-mor-
FOW.

Edinburgh, Oct. 3. 1797.

* Profefior Robifon takes the earlieft opportu-
nitv 1 his power, ot acknowledging a miftake,

>t which he has been guilty,in a work juft pub-
hgilied by him, entitled, Proofs of a Conipiracy.
tn the 48sth page, it 15 {aid, &c.

'S I

T'his ailertion having been called in que-
ilton, Profeiiur Robifon immediately fet about

* This muft be a miftake in the date; it furely ought to be the 29th,
infead of the 21ft.
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itveltigating the truth of it. But hé finds it
extremely difficult to obtain the patticulars of
a defultory and eagér converfation, ih ‘which
many perfons of a large company ‘had an inte-
refting thare. He can only fay at prefent, thiat
he now has reafon to believe, that he hasftated
the words very erroneoufly, and that the pérfon
alluded to, exprefled no {fuch fentimeént on that
occalion. , | -

“ Mr Robifon does not, however, confider
this, as a fufficient corre@ion of his miftike, and
1s at prefent doing every thing in his power to
come at the truth ; and he hopes, that in three
or tour days, he fhall be able to ftate the mat-
ter accurately to the Public, and explain by
what means he was fo far mifled, ‘being much
gratified by having it thus in his power, to ef-
face the impreflion made by a report which he
tound almolt univerfal.”

With refpe to the final correGiion itfelf, I
thall infert 1t in the Edinburgh Mercury, Cou-
rant, and Advertifer, and in the Sun, and other
re(pectable papers in London. My publifher
tells me, that a fecond edition is wanted. The
exceptionable paflage fhall be cancelled ; and if
You can point me out any other reafonable me-
thod of deftroying the effe@ of what has been

done, I fhall employ it with pleafure, becauie
nothing can be nore agreeable to me, than

b
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clearing my periormance of every thing that
trenches on truth. 1 am obliged to go back to
where your letter found me, whither I had

gone 1n order to get a little health, and {ettle

my little country affairs, before 1 engage n the
tafk of the winter. 1 wifh to remain there 2
tortnight, or at moft three weeks. I prefume
that nothing can occur, that requires my pre-
{fence in town before that time. But if other-
wife, your letter will find me, if direGed to Mr
Robuon of Boghall, to be forwarded to James

Arthur, Stabler, Glafgow.
I am, with due regard, Sir, &c.
(Signed) Jonn Roszisox.

To RoserT Hartpaxg, Efq. of Airthrey,
stirling,

Lopy of the Anfwer to the abeve.

SIR, Airthrey, Oct. 3. 1797,

I am juft now favoured with your letter from
Edinburgh, and it gives me much pleafure to
obferve, that although you could not have re-
ceived my letter of the 3oth, you have taken
the very fteps pointed out in it. There is only
one obfervation I would make on what you have
publifhed, that I think it was unneceflary to
have alluded to any converfation at all, and I
fiope that in your final correction, vou will fim-
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ply ftate, that you find the report of fuch a
fentiment having been uttered, was entirely
groundlefs. 1f you wiih completely to do me
juflice to the Public, before whom you have, in
fome meafure, placed me, you will have the

goodnefs to fay, that on ftrict enquiry, it gives

you pleafure to add, that nothing can be more
remote from the ideas, or abhorrent from all
the principles of the perfon who was faid to
have uttered it, than the fentiment alluded to.
This would give me complete fatisfaction. How-
ever, from what I have heard of your character,
fince I wrote you laft, from a friend who lives
in Stirling, and what I have {een to-day by your
letter, of your candour and regard for truth, 1
am perfuaded I may leave the bufinefs to your-
{elf, and doubt not that you will a& properly.
I can only aflure you again, that I neveér en-
tertained the moft remote idea, of ever wilhing
to {ee a drop of blood fpilt on account of reli-
gion. The idea appears to me fhocking. And
that, whatever miftatement there may have been,
I never {aid any thing in the leaft Like what was
repeated. If I had, I fhould have deemed it
very uncandid, to have obje&ted to your ftate-
ment, becaufe the words only were mifquoted.
I am forry that you have travelled about {o
quickly, as to have injured your health. I
would much rather have waited fome days, be-
tore the explanation had taken place. I regret
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that we had not an interview on Friday, which,
I am iure, would have faved you much trou-
ble. I am, Sir,

Your moft obedient humble {ervant,

(Signed) RoBerT HALDAXE.

To Profellor Rozsison.

Copy of the Profeflor’s Reply, dated, Edinburgh,
5t OFt. 1797,

SIR,

I received your favour of the 3d, in due
courfe, but by micalculating my time, I was
tco late with my anfwer for the poft in thc
gvening.

Your letter mott agreeably turprifed me, and
had 1 Xnown what Mr Haldane could do, 1

sie. I was given to underfiand that he was a
pcrion ealhly provoked, and apt to fay very dii-
agrecable tings. I was {enfible that I was
the aggreflor, and that your demand was moft
reafonable. But the verv demand made me
tufpect that 1 had mireprefented things. Yet
I could not anfwer 1t without a great ritk, what-
ever might be myv determination to do vou juf-
tice. It was natural to expe&@ that my refufal
would draw on me exprefiions, which, by the

-y
I

tvrannical rules of {oclety, I could not bear with
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patience, and afterwards thew my face mn the
world, and my wife and family would have been
involved in my difgrace. I acknowledge that
I could not bear that thought, and no way oc-
curred ta me for preventing this, but the one I
took, and afierwards, to meet you, or corre-
fpond with you, in fight of a {riend, You will,
[ dare fay, allow, that when I could charge yoy -
with the {entiment expreiled in my boolk, thefe
were natural fears. But I woyld gladly hope,
that you did not mifunderftand me, when I faid
that I would give you what the world calls the
{atisfaction of a gentleman.” I can only give
vou my folemn aflurance that I never would
have added the guilt of burting you to that of
landering you, and that 1 would have ftood
vour paffive mark. I beg you to think of
my fituation, with all the extenuating circum-
ftances that attend it. Even if I had had the
courage to bear with opprobrious names, how
could I remove the diftrefs from the wife and
children of a coward in the eye of the world?

I did not know you, Sir, and my ignorance was
mnocent, for you was much mifreprefented.
Tou will {ee in the Idinburgh papers of this
day a complete redification of my miftake, as
far as it refpeés you, and the beft excufe for
myfelf to the public that I could make. I had
tie fullelt conviction of the truth of the Injuri-

ous paragraph, and I have ftated the grounds
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of this conviction. The rectification of my er.
ror 1s more circumf{tantial than you have recom-
mended, but perfectly agreeable to the beft in-
iorimation I could obtain, and, I am happy to
lezrn, perfectly agreeable to what you have per-
mitted a friend to {ay in your name. This mi-
nutenefs was necefiary, I thought, for my own
{ake, by fhewing the probability of the perver-
fion of that unlucky converfation.

[ have written to a friend in London to 1n-
fert my recantation 1n the Sun, nearly in the
terms you propole, and to lend a note of 1t to
the different reviews. 1 dont know them, nor
their places of publication, but am convinced
mv friend wiil not omit any of note.

Were 1t not that I muft run immediately to
Boghall, from thence into Renfrewfhire, and be
here again betore the 26th to begin my acace-
mical labours, 1 fnould moft certainly have paid
my refpecis to you at Airthrey, and begged
leave to cultivate your acquaintance, or corre-
ipondence.

O my dear Sir, if you had gone through the
nornid mais of corruption, which I have lately
waded through, and {een the gradual progrefs,
irom the pure docirines of Chriftianity, to {cep-
ticim, fociniani{m, infidehity, naturalifm, and
ztheim, in the courfe of the attacks on the king
of Pruflia’s edict for conformity, I imagine you
wauld think, that in this luxurious and diffolute
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ftate of the world, an eftablifhment 1s neceffary.
I grant moft readily, that Chriftianity was al-
moft ruined by Conftantine’s eftablithment of a
church, vefted with riches and power. * But at
prefent the teacher who would {ecure populari-
ty, will flatter the prejudicesof a luxurious and
diffolute vulgar, and religion will foon be ex-
ploded by iyftem.

Allow me to fay further, that you might do
more fervice perhaps, and have as great proba-
bility of {uccefs, if you would try to win over
the infidels among ourfelves. Alfo one of thefe
would, by his influence, be of more value than
fifty Hindoos. Let me befeech you.not to give
up this thought. There are yet remains of re-
ligion among us, and I imagine there are ftill
more obftacles in your way in India. The divi-
fions into cafts is next to unfurmountable ; for a
religion which afferts the equality of all in the
light of God, will be called rebellion or fedition.
But I afk your pardon. You have no doubt re-
flected deeply onit. I can only pray, May God
be with you, and give you comfort. Iam, wiih
fincere withes for your health and happinefs,

Sir, your moft obedient humble fervant,

(Signed) Joun Rosisox.
P. 8. Your favour of the 3oth has not yet reach-
- ed me.

RoBerT Harpans, Efq. Airthrey,
atirling,
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(opy of a Letter from My SOMERVILLE, 04¢ of
the sluylers of Stirling, dated, Stirling, Oci. 1C.
L797-

DEear Sir,
i am glad to hear that you dre better, and
ope you will foon be quite well: When I {hall
have the pleafure of {eeing you, and when we
fhall talk over the late dilagrecable {ubjedt,
which has given me much uneafinefs, as 1t mutt
have given vou, I am confident only of one
thing, that I have had no other hand 1n 1t
than ftudiouily and determinately to reprefs

t e calumny from the firft moment that I knew
extited,

Dr Robifon's condud®, in the firft inftance,
was rafth and inexcufable. In his recantation,
he has been incorre¢t and undecided. He
fhould, 1n one {entence, have declared, that
with refped to the paiﬁlge 1n his book, he had
heen completely mifintcrmed, and that truth
and juthice required 1t to be obliterated, as 1t
NOW Wwas,

You wiih to know what pafled betwixt him
and me. Whyv, very little; for he was very
unwell. The {entence about wading in blood
was given up. It was alked if you had not
faid, there was nothing you would not do to

overturn eitablithments. 1 anfwered, that I
heard no luch language. It was afized, 1f e—m
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did not fay, Now you have fhewn the cloven
foot, and would you bathe your feet in' blood,
to overturn eftablifhments? I made the {ame
reply, adding, that I heard nothing faid about
blood at all, and was.fure that no fuch thing
could be faid, becaufe you was not wont to uie
any {uch language. It was afked, if there was
any arguing againft eftablifhments? 1 anf{wer-
ed, that the argument was general about the
utility or inutility of cftablifhments, but no-
thing about overturning them that I recollect-
ed.

The profefior grew {o unealy and fick, that

he could fit no longer. Indeed he was very
unwell, and declared that he was willing to
contradict what he had f{aid.

He has done 1t, In my opinion, very impro-
perly ; but as I underftand he is to do his ut-
moft to wipe ofi all the influence it may have
on thole who could moft impede or thwart your
views, I fhould think that the lefs is ftid about
it fo much the better. I too have been often
the viclim of calumny, and have uniformly
jound compliance with the Pfalmift’s direétion,
the bett way of {urmounting it,  Commit thy
way to the Lord; truft alfo in him, and he
ihail bring it to pals : and he fhall bring forth
thy righteoufnels as the light, and thy judg-
ment as the noon day.” 1 have, however, no
utle to dire®, nor do I mean to preferibe, or

7
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even to infinuate, that there fhould be no re-
prehenfion of what fo juftly delerves it. In
that you are the beft judge; and all I can fay
15, that my own conicioufnefs acquits me of
having faid or done any thing in this vile bu-
inefs that I fhould not have faid or done, or of -
having neglected any thing that became me to
remove {o malignant an afperfion.

I am, &e. &c.

(Signed) JAMES SOMERVILLE.

Ar Somervill?’s Second Letter.

My Dzesr Sig, Stirling, Ocl. 24. 1197.

I wrote you in my laft, fo far as I can recol-
lect, what was the fubftance of the converfation
betwixt Profeflor Robifon and me. What he
publifhed in his apology was, for the moft part,
new to me, and by no means the refult of any
converfation he ever had with me. What 1
ftated in my laft I am ready to {tand to; but
his account of the matter 1s by no means the
account he got from me, get it from whom he
would.

I am, my dear Sir,
aflectionately your humble fervant,

JayEs SOMERVILLE.
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Suppofing Profeflor Robifon was i Edm-
burgh, I tranfmitted my firft letter to Profeffor
Robifon, dated, Sept. 21. to Mr Ewing, that he
might take charge of delivering it. Upon re-
ceiving the letter, Mr Ewing immediately went
to the Profeffor’s houfe with this view ; but al-
ter what had happened, he thought 1t prudent
that a friend fhould witnels whatever converfa-
tion might take place between them. Mr Ew-
ing was informed, that the Profeflor was at Bog-
hall near Glafgow ; he therefore inclofed my
{irlt letter in the following, which he fent by
poft that {ame day.

Copy of a Letter from Mr EwiNe to Profeffor
RosisoN, dated, Rofe Gourt, Edinburgh, 234
Sept. 1797,

SIR,

Accompanied by a friend, I this day called
at your houle in Buccleugh Place, with a view
to deliver the wclofed letter from Mr Haldane
of Arrthrey, into your own hand. TUpon learn-
ing that you were now in the country, I took a
note of your addrefs, that I might immediately
tran{mit it to you by poft. I have juft feen the
book lately publithed by you, from which a pa-
ragraph 1s extradled in the inclofed letter, and

I find that paragraph followed by another, a

part of which alfo, T fhall take the liberty to
tranfcribe,
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* I grieve that he (Dr Prieftley) has left any
of his friends and abettors among us. A ve-
ry eminent one {aid in a2 company a few days
ago, that ¢ he would willingly wade to the
“ knees 1n blood, to overturn the eftablifhment
‘of the kirk of Scotland.” I underftand that
he propoies to go to India, and there to preach
Chriitianity to the natives. Let mc befeech
him to recollect, that ameng us, Chriftian:ty 1s
* ititl confidered as the goipel of peace, and that
it firongly diduades us from bathing our feet
- 1n blood.

‘I underfland that morc apotftles of this nuf-
‘ fion are avowed enemies of all religious efta-
blifhments, and inceed of all eflablifhiments of
“any kind)

As I am onc of thole who propofe going in a
mifiion to India, 1t 15 {uppoled that I may bc
the perion alluded to in the {irft paragraph, or
one ot thofe that are alluded to in the fecond.
I muit therefore requeft that vou will inform
e, whether 1t 18 fo or not. 1 have to flate,
ferther, that the Reverend David Bogue of Gol-
wort, and the Reverend William Innes, one of
cae minitters of Sturling, are affociated with Mr
Haldapne and mvfelf, 1 our intended miffion.
As the inlt of thole gentlemen refides at a con-
ideiable dl-’[anch, and the {econd 1s at prefent
rrom home, I prefume neither of them has yet

1-"1i'|-1' b |

oot with your publication ; but as they have

-+
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he fame concern that I have, 1n obtaining an
explanation of the forecited paragraphs, I con-
ceive mylelf entitled, in their name, to demand
it, and to afk, whether yon allude to etther or
¢o bath of them. I fhall expe& an anfwer by

return of poft, ana am,
Sir, &c. &c.,

(Signed) GreviLLe EwiNe,

To Profefor Rosison, Boghall, by Glafgow,
care of James Arthur, Stabler, Bunn’s Wynd,
Glafgow.

To be forwarded immediately.

On a {ubject {o interefting to the perfons con-
cerned, it will be allowed that the expe&ation
of a {peedy anfwer was reafonable. When a
whole week had elapfed without hearing from

the Profeflor, Mr Ewing began to {ulpe& wil-
ful delay, and as he had kept a copy of his let-

ter, he wrote another of the {ame, and inclofed
it 10 the following.

Csvy of a Letter from Mr Ewine to Profeflor
RozisoN, dated, Rofe Gourt, Edinburgh, 2d Oct.
Iﬂgﬁ.

/97

SIR,

Inclofed I fend you a copy of a letter, which
T 11}

» Wrote you ahout eight days ago, including
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one from Mr Haldane of Airthrey, and to which
I have not yet got an anfwer. 1 have written
a~ain, left by any accident, my firft letter fhould
heve mifcarried. This, however, s not very
probable, as I got the direction from one of your
own family, and put the letter into the poft-of-
fice with my own hand. If my letters are not
acknowledged, I have only to fay, that other
methods thall be ufed to produce an explana-
tion.

{ am, Sir, &ec,
(Signed) GRrevILLE Ewing.

To Protefior Rosison, Boghall, by Gla{gow, care
of James Arthur, Stabler, Bunn’s Wynd,
Glaigow,

Copy of a Letter from Profeffor Ropison to [Mr
v, dated, Buccleugh Place, O, 3. 1797.

SIR,

It muit appear {irange to you that I have {o
Inng deiayed anfwering your letter, and al-
though it will be {omewhat tedious, I muft trou-
ble vou with my reafons., AsIhad no regular
communication with the poit town, it did not
come to my hand till the 26th. I was in bed,
where I had lain three days faugued with acute
nain.  Your formal intimation, that you had
come to my houte accompanied by a friend,
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ftartled me, and it immediately ftruck me that
1 had mifreprefented things, otherwile it was of
no confequence what my anfwer {hould be. I
inftantly got up, with the intention to trace my
authorities to their fource, and come at the
truth, and then do the duty of an honeft man.
My diforder makes me unable to travel on horfe-
back, and I had no carriage, and was obliged to
fet out in a hay cart 12 miles. This knocked
me up, and confined me to bed all next day.
The day following I got ta Surling, where I
hoped to get complete information, and a friend
(after your prudent example) who fhould wit-
nels what pafled between Mr Haldane and my-
felf. I was difappointed, and learned that my
friend was in Edinburgh, and alfo thofe who
could complete my {earch after the truth. Be-
ing alone, and a {tranger there, 1 was obliged to
come off, leaving a letter to Mr Haldane, in-
forming him of my wifhes to give him every fa-
tistaction 1n my power, I came hither on Sa-
turday atternoon, and learned that the peifons
Lwifhed tomeet with were out of town. Iwasun-
able to follow them, being again obliged to go
to bed. Yefterday, being recruited by a day’s
reft, 1renewed my inquiries; and though I have
not yet gotten the particular information 1 ex-
pect, I have learned enough to fee thut things

have been greatly mifreprefented to me. My
duty 1s therefore plain, and T have this moment
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fent an advertifement to the papers of to-day,
and laft mght I {fent Mir Haldane intimation of
what I bad done, and mean to do.

Thus, Sir, I have been as much occupied
with Mr Haldane’s quefiion as 1 could be, and
the condition of my health is fuch that 1 really
couid not do more.

With re{pect to your queflion, Sir, Ican only
{ay, on my word, which is all that can be gi-
ven, that when I wrote the paflage, “ I under-
ftand that other apoftles of this muflion arc
svowed enemies of all religious eflablifhiments,”
I had no individual in m¥ thoughts. 1 have
been tryving to recolle® whether I could con-
nect any remarkable expreflion that 1 have
heard, with any of the names which have been
repeated to me. But I cannot with any di-
ftinctnefs. Indeed the names were all {trange
to me, and indifferent ; fo that I paid little or
no attention to them, and did not recolle& to
have heard Mr Innes’s name mentioned. The
trath 15, that I fitft heard of the above impu-
taticn when 1n London in December laflt. ]
hoppened to aflociate with fome gentlemen 1n
tue Lait India trade, and fome clergymen, and
(ne or two more, who interefled themielves 1n
iheie things.  Nothung was more uniform than
the accounts I got of the diycourfes, and con-
verfation of the nuffionaries to India.  Strong
difhke of national faiths, national worthips, na-
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tional churches, and particularly national efta-
bliinments, with cmoluments and niiuence an-
nexcd to them ; and firong aflertions, that all
the corruptions of Chriftianity, both doétrinal
and praciical, bad artlen from the eftablithment
of Chriftianity by Conitantine, as the religion
of the empire. (I have this moment, ten
o'clock, the unwelcome account that my ad-
vertifement 1s too late for to-day’s paper, up-
wards of 2co being printed, and the prefs can-
not be {topped ; a preparatory note howewver is
snferted.)  “This flutters me greatly, for I am
not at «u well ; but, to go on :---On thefe oc-
cations, I have heard Mr Bogue’s name men-
tioned, and I fuppole yours, but I thought it
was Greville. I heard a Mr Tookes, a Mr Nel-
thorp, a Mr Taylor, and others; and I heard
of thele gentlemen alfo, that they fupported
the pecuiiar views . hich Dr Prieftley has Jaft
siven of Chritianity, I heard the fame things
in fome country families in Berkfhire, and
much more at Birmingham. In fhort, it was
on thele accounts that I had formed my general
notion of the affociation. When I yeturned to
Ldiburgh, I frequently fpoke. of what I had
heard, and learned, to my {urprife, that pains
were tuken to ipread the fame opinions here.
You muft obferve that all this was brought to
e, tor I was unable to go abroad, and all I
cowd dowas to go in a chajr every day to
{:
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College, and I dont imagine that I was twenty
times on the {ireet for more than ten months,
And my information was therefore very de-
fultory and incomplete. -Itis not three months
iince 1 imagined that the converfation was 1n
England, of which I have unfortunately mif;
reprefented a part. But 1t was {o often re-
peated to me by perlons of judgment and
worth, and alfo communicated with fo much
feriouinefs, that I was fully convinced of its
truth.  And with refpect to the general and
itrong diiapprouation of all religious eftablifh-
ments, I never heard 1t contradicted, and the
more I enquire, the more I hear of 1t, to this
hour. This made me wonder, when you na-
med Mr Innes, a member of our eftablithed
church, although I know others of the fame
epinion 10 a more moderate degree,

When {peaking of thele matters, I doubt not
that I have frequently exprefled my belief, that
this was the opinion of the members of your
alicciation 5 and this, you will obferve, 1s ail I
have faid in my book, “ I underfiand,” &c.

And n thus exprefling it, I never conceived

—_

that 1 was faying any thing unacceptable to
the parties concerned, becaufe I underftood
that {fuch were their avowed fentiments. But
I mult repeat 1t, Hlen I wrote that fenierce, I
had no mmdicidual in my thouglts, and ipoke of &
hoedy of men,
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1 have trefpaffed much on your patience, but
I withed to tell you the ftate of my mind.
What ufe you may have for this information I
can only guefs at. It may be troublefome, and
even diftrefling to me; for a man continually
racked with pain 1s eafily difturbed. I muft
bear it as well as I can, comforting myfelf with
the reflection, that I meant no hurt to any per-
{ori, and was warning my countrymen againft
what Ithought hazardous to their peace and hap-
pinefs. Providence has been pleafed to difable
me from giving any more eflfectual aid to my
neighbours. May you, Sir, never know my
trying fituation, but long enjoy the precious
gift of health. And, if you are to employ itin
enlightening a darkened and corrupted world,
with the pure light of the gofpel of peace and
love, may you have much comfort in the fuc-
cefs of your labours.  But, O Sir, do you not
think, that you may find many here to give
vou full employment, and that the converfion
of fome of them would have a more effectual
influence on the happinefs of mankind, than
thole at {o great a diftance? But you have ta-
ken your ground, and may Ged blefs your ho-

neft endeavours.
L am, Sir,
Your wellwiflher in all truth,

(Signed) Joun Rosisou.
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P. S. On Thurfday or Friday I fhall be able t¢
publifh all I know refpecting Mr Haldane’s

gueftion. |

To the Rev. GREVILLE Ewmc,
Edinburgh.

Copy of Mr EwiNG's Anfwer to the above, déted,
Edinburgh, sth Oct. 1797.

SIR,

I confefs I was very much furpriled at your
delay in anfwering my letter, which to me, at
leaft, was {o interefting. As I was ignorant of
the caule, and alfo of your intention of coming fo
early to town, I on Monday laft, tran{mitted you
another copy of it, left by any accident, the for-
mer {hould have mifcarried. I am now con-
vinced that you loft no time in endeavouring to
give me the fatisfaction I required, and am real-
ly {orry, that, in your ill ftate of health, you
fhould have made it neceflary for me to give
you {o much trouble.

Your letter of the third inftant, which I re-
ceived yefterday, has excited in me a variety of
emotions. I can {ay with truth, that the ac-
count you give of your diftrefs makes me ten-
derly {ympathife with you. I can {ay, further,
that I regret you fhould have brought yourfelf
mto {o very aukward a [fituation as that in which
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yOunow ftand. Although I had not,as I.once ex--
pected, the pleafure of being your pupil (having
attended the natural philofophy clafs when Pro-
feflor Stuart taught for. you,) yet I have occa-
fionally heard you lecture, much to my {atisfac-
tion, and inftru&tion too, and 1 have always-en-
tertained for you that affectionate refpect, which
a ftudent naturally conceives for the well efta-
blifhed, and high literary character of a Profef-
lor. . |

As you feem to acknowledge that the fiurft
of the paragraphs which I quoted from your
book alluded entirely to Mr Haldane, and are
fenfible and willing to declare, that the afler-
tion contained in it is altogether unfounded, I .
{hall {ay nothing more on that part of the {ub-
ject of our correfpondence. With refpe&t to
what you call my quettion, I feel myfelf bound
to make a few remarks, though I really do it
with reluctance, and would certainly not run
the ritk of adding to your pain, were I not con-
ftrained by what I reckon duty to myfelf, my
friends, and the caufe in which I am engaged.

surely, Sir, you will allow, then, that you did
wrong mn publifhing {o {erious a charge againft
any man, or body of men, upon information,
which you yourfelf call “ very defultory and
incomplete.” You have nothing to refer to,
but converfations which took place, you fay not
with whom, nor where, and which had been re-
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tarlled perhaps a thonfand times before they came
to you ; and even for the reports brought to
you, you only produce anonymous authority:.
You conieis that you cannot conne& any re-
markable expreflion with any of the namesthat
have been repeated to you: Youdeclare, that
you paid little or no attention to the names
mentioned ; that one of our names you never
before heard of, that my name you only fup-
pofe to have been mentioned. You-fay you
heard of a Mr Tookes, a Mr Nelthorp, a Mr
‘Taylor, and others, {none of wvhom I ever heard
of till I read vour letter), and yet you tell the
world that you underffand that {o and {fo are the
{fentiments * of more apoitles” of the miffion to
India. It was ftrange you fhould write fo rafh-
ly in any book: 1t was paffing ftrange youy
thould do it in a work which was dignified with
the title of ¢ Progfs.” |

But I muft remark further, Sir: Suppofing
the information which you {ay you had recéiv-
ed were all literally true, (which 1 by no means
grant) will it juftify what you have faid in your
book? Recolle@, Sir, your book is called “ Proofs
of 2 confpiracy.” You have alluded to us in
the fame page, where mention is made of a So-
cinian, if not a deilt. Nay, one of us is called
a very eminent friend and abettor of his, and a
man profefledly willing to wade in blood, and
then the refl of us are called “ avowed enenifes
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of all teligious eftabliflimeénits.” . ‘Wil any pers
fon fay, that fuch words; in:fuch a ,canne&iohf
convey fimply .the 1dea;, that fmrie,.:p‘v alt of ﬁs; "
iay - have expreffed Jn. converfation roﬁi?nims‘
unfavourable to.religious eftablithments:? . Is it -
not obvieus, that the tendency of the whole paf:
fage 1s to répreient us-as a branch:of the grand
con{piracy, or.at leaft as a {ét of defigring and
bloed-thirfty villains, who Have combined, and
are. actnally endeavouring; by deceit, or by vio-
lence, or by both, to carry into éffe@ fome clari
deftine project, by which we fhall force our o-
pintons upon mankind ? Sir, were I capable of
acting a part in fuch an aflociation, (I pronournce
my own {entence), the {coner I were hanged fo
much the better. Were any of my friends cis
pable of it, they never fhould be.called friends
by me. You feem furprifed to hear; that ong
of us 1s 2 minifter of the eftablifhed church. . I
muit furprife you fill more by the information;
that I lfo am a minifter of the fame. church ;
and that I am not confcious there would be
any propriety, in confequence of any opinions I
hold, in my leaving my prefent fituation.

1t 15 really painfui for me to continue iy
[trctures, and yet my. heavieft charge. againft
you remains to be brought forward. Sir, you
have not an{wered my queftion fairly... I am
willing to believe that this has been owing:
to forgetfulnefs ; bot I deem it iy duty. to re.
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freth your memory. My queftion, Sir, was found.
ed upon a whole lentence of which. you" have-
- taken notice of only a {mall part.- The {entence
runs thus : “ I underftand that more apottles of
“ this miflion are avowed enemies of all religi-
“ ous eftablithments, and indeed of all ¢ftablifp-
“ ments of any kind.” What could you mean
by this laft claufe ? Prove this, and you will -
prove us villains indeed. Good men may:un-
doubtedly differ in opinlon as to the propriety
of religious eftablithments; but thata good man
thould be the avowed, or the {ecrét enemy “of
“ all eftablithments of any kind,” is utterly 1m-
poilible.

You feem to fufpect that I may make ufe of
the information you have given me, in {fuch a
way as to be troublefome, and even diftrefling
to you. God forbid, my dear Sir, that I fhould
wilungly give diftrefs to you, or to any human
being. If I could alleviate your pain, or do any.
thing to comfort you-in your heavy affliction,
God 1s my witnefs, I would cheerfully do 1t.
Chriftiantty, Sir, forbids me to do any thing In
revenge, or {o much as to harbour an unkind
thought againft even my enemies, amongit
whom I do by no means infinuate that you
thould be numbered. Had it not been that I
am in a public fituation, and that both my ule-
fulnefs as a minifter of the gofpel,and my {cheme
2s anp intended miffionary, might have been af-
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feGted by what you have. publithed, I hardly-
think I fhould have taken any notice.of it.
The purity of yourintentions,in what you have
written concerning us, I will not difpute. I {ay;
yoﬁ have been mifinformed, you h;a_‘ye’:bé#n; ores-
dulous, you have been rafh, perhaps yon :have
been abufed by perfons who delight jn devifing
or in giving currency to malicious reports. I
think you fhould. bave afcertained. your autho-
rities a little more accurately before “you: pro-
ceeded to publifh ; and that now, if you: can-
not eftablith, (as I am perfuaded you canmot),
you fhould wipe off, the foul afperfion you have
caft upon us. ] think this fhould bedone inavery
public and explicit manner, ‘and I hope your
own {enfe of juftice will lead you to do” fo. ' T
am difpofed, therefore, to leave the particular
way of doing it entirely to youprfelf ; .and. un-
lefs you wifh it, or make it neceflary, I fhall not
trouble you with further correfpondence. -

I ought not to omit faying, that I take in
good part, your expoftulation upon my inten-
tion of going to India. That intention is not
chenfhed for want of employment at home, nor
for want of love to that employment, but from
an idea, that the gofpel, which is well known in
this country, and will ‘conitinue, I truft, to be
preached 11 it by thoufands, fhould without de-
lay be publifhed in every part of tlie world, ef-
peclally mn a field fo favourable as that of a

H
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country which enjoys the protection of the Bri-
tiiiy government. I am much obliged by the
bleffing you implore upon all my- honeft endea-

vours. - May your good wifhes be recompenied
a thoufand fold into your own bolom. May

our heavenly Father reftore yon, if 1t be his
will, to health, and ufefulnefs in the world ; or
(which 15 {urely better,) may he {ancufy your
affliction, and give you thole everlafting confo-
lations which are known to us only by means
of the golpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift. QO think

how aggravated every pang wauld be, if you
had never heard of a Saviour, and knew. no-

thing at all of a blefled immortality ! While you
flee to this Saviour as your anly hope, for par-
don of fin, and peace with God, think how for-
lorn mutit be the ftate of a fick or a dying hea-

then, and then, I truft, your opinion of miffion-

ary undertakings will not be {o unfavourable as
1t {eems to be at prefent.

I am, Sir, and ever fhall be,
Your fincere wellwither,

GreviLLE Ewixg,
To Profeflor Rosison.

Upon the above correfpondence it 1s neceflary
to remark, there muft have been {fome mifunder-

ftanding, about my approving of the manner in
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which the rétradtation in:the nﬁé}'évfpa];’)e_i‘js,;was'
made. . It is faid in Profeflor Robifon’s laftletterof
OQ&. 5. “ Lamh happy to learn the redification; of
my.egror is agreeablie:to what youn hayc.pei‘mit_ggﬂ '
a friend to fay In your:name.” This was, how-
ever; far from being the cafe. I peifectly. re-
colle® my conver{ation: with, that- friend ; .in
which I told him, ‘that I by no means:denied
the opinion (which I held at that:time)-of -the
injurious nature of eftablifhments; of religion ;-
and that, as I always {poke openly all.I.thought
on thefe fubjects, I was exceedingly liable to
mifreprefentations In the middle of the conver-
{ation, we received the:newi{paper . containing
the apology, with which L eapreifed‘myfelfmuch
diffatisfied ; and, from, various. things that it eon-
tatned, and the whole manner of it faid, it was
impoflible that this'could be the final correction.
My triend faid, he fuppofed it was. - 1 nelthe,r
charge him, however, nor the Profeffor; with i In-
tentional miftatement of that converfation ; a
{mall alteration of words might eafily lead to
the miftake, efpecially as I believe they did not
directly communicate with -each other.

I muft alfo remark, that the correction pro-
mifed in the Profeflor’s letter. of O&. 2. never
appeared. To his laft letter I made no reply,
as 1 was diffatisfied" with the explanation he
gave In the newipapers, but did not {ee how
it could be altered. 'This made me requefl
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Mr Sonierville of Stirling, in. whofe houfe thé
converfation he alluded to took:place, to.in-
form me what Le had faid to the Profeflor aboiit
it, which occafioned his firft letter above infert- -
-ed, and his fecond, upon.further eniquiry on my
-part. Thole perfons who, to. this: day, mifre~ -
prefent the above bufinefs, will perhaps. leardf
from-the foregoing letters to fpeak more cau-
tiouly, when they are not fully informed of all
the circumitances of any cale, where their neigh-
bour’s reputation 1s concerned.

For fome time after this, I did not lay afide
my endeavours to get out to Bengal, and in
the mean while, was bufied in felling my eftate,
that there might be no delay on my part, if ob-
fiructions from without fhould be removed. 1
accordingly at length found a purchafer ; and,
with great {atisfaction, left a place in the beau-
tifying and improving of which my mind had
once been mach engrofled. In that tranfaction,
I fincerely rejoice to this hour, although difap-
pointed in getting out to India. I gave up a
place and a fituation, which continually prefent-
ed objects calculated to excite and to gratify
“ the luft of the eye, and the pride of lLfe.”
Inftead of being engaged in fuch poor matters,
my time 1S now more at my command, and I
find my power of applying property ufefully,
very coniiderably increafled. I can truly fay.I
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éxperience the accomplifhiment of the gtaciods *
promlfe that ledving houfe and:lands; (althcugh
in a very ieftricted ferife), as I trufl for the
gofpel’s fake alone, and what I.efteemed ’my dai-
ty, I have received many fold; though, as:it is’
added, “ with :peifecutions.” ‘The number-6f
falfehoods propagated; fince that time, to’ my
difadvantage, are ttuly-aftonifhing'j {fometinmes
againft my moral:charaler, and-at othet times
relpe@ing my opinions, and the fecret motiveés
of my heart. I pray God that none of.thefe
things may ever move me, or be laid to the
charge of thofe who defime me: They feive
daily as a frefh confirmation.of the truth 6f the
Scriptures, tefpedting the ftate of the world, and
alfo of our Lord’s predictions 3 anil they are wéll
calculated to operate as falutary checks; and s
calls to muclt fearching of heart, and huomilia-
tion before God, who isigreatér than our hearts;

who, knowing all things, knows -how much we
ftand in need of fuch admonitions.:

In the year 1997,and afterwards in 1798, fothe
of thofe plans re{pecting religion began to be pur-
fued, which have caufed {fo much converfation,
and have been {o much mifreprefented. 1t has
been faid, they were the effé@s of a' deep laid
defign, in which every circumftance was pre-
vioufly arranged. Nothing can be more' falfe;
for, on the contrary, like moft things iti huitad
affairs, they arefe one out of another, frequent-
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Iy without the agents In them perceivin'g.the‘
next {tep they were to take. I thall now com-
municate in order, what information I:—poﬂ‘efs*
re{pecting them. - |
Mifhonary {ocieties had, for {ome timé, been
exerting themielves to {fend the knowleédge of
the Chriftian religion to foreign nations ; but,
as no extraordinary eflorts were making. to
{pread the gofpel in Scotland, or; as Profeflor
Robion exprelles it, and advifes, “ to win over
the infidels among ourfelves,” many people be-
gan to object to Chrifians {pending their zeal
abroad, and doing nothing more than ufual at
home, while, in feveral places, there was a.con-
fefled deficiency of the means of grace. Chri-
ftians felt the force of this objection, from what-
ever motive 1t was urged, and began to fhew
an unufual concern for the beft interefts of their
countrymen, as well as for others. The firft
effort this occafioned, was fetting up a number
of Sunday Schools, which poor ignorant chil-
dren were 1nvited to attend, who had formerly
been employed on the Lord’s day, running in
the f{treets, doing mifchief. The perfons who

undertook to teach them, did it gratis. Thele
ichools were formed upon the model of a few

that had been before eftablifhed in Edinburgh
and ellewhere, in which the teachers were paid -
tor their {ervices. Many of the moft refpeta-
ble of the clergy occafionally vifited thefe, as
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they have alfo affifted in the’ new ones. *The
good effects of thefe {chools have appeared in
many inftances ; and, notwithftanding the ma-
licious cry of fedition raifed againft’ them, and’
induftrioufly propagated although they are al-
ways conducted in - the moft public manner,
every one who pleafes having accels to them, I
have not heard of one fingle exPreﬂion, border-
ing upon difloyalty, being fixed upon, or, as far
as I know, being laid to the charge of any indi-
vidual teacher of the many that-are fo-employ-
ed. o

- Whoever is acquainted with the ftate of the
large towns In Scotland, and of the villages in
their neighbourhood, muft -know, that there
are great numbers of . people who nevér go to
any place of worfhip, dand many families in
which there 1s not a Bible to be found. : Thele,
of courfe, are completely ignorant of their du-
ty to God, and of their confequent obligations
to man, and ready to negle@ both. Of how
great advantage muft a Sunday fchool be to
fuch people, who may frequently attend at firft,
perhaps from no higher motive than curiofity !
How much may they be benefited by hearing
the catechifm taught, and the Scriptures re-
peated, with a fhort, but plain-and-ferious ex-
hortation from the teacher, if he is capable of
it, together with the finging of pfalms, and
prayer at meeting and -difmifling.
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‘The {chools were firft inflituted, chleﬁy, if
not enurely, for fuch children as muft necef-
fan__y be neglected at home from: the ignorance
oi therr parents. But even thole who are wel]
quahﬁed to mftruct their children; and who
know how backward they are to -fuch. exer-
cifes, have found the great advantage of thele
mititutions, mn which the mind 1s more im4s
prefied by the public meeting, as well as the
attention more eafily kept up, It may here.
be proper to {ay, however much I approved of
inefe ichcols, and believe they are calculated
to do great good, 1 had no-.concern whatever
in planning, or in {etting them agoing.

In the middle of fummer, of the fame year
1797, a journey to the North, for th_e purpole
ot preaching the gofpel, was undertaken by
Mefirs Rate, Aikman, and my brother, Mr
fames Haldane, a full account of which has
been already publifhed.

In the month of December, of the fame year,
a meeting of {fome friends took place in Edin-
burgh, to digeit a plan for {preading the gofpel
in Scotland, and the perfons prefent -unani-
moully agreed to form themf{elves into a Socie-
ty for that purpofe, under a name exaily ex-
preding their abjed, refolving to call it The
Society for Propagating the Gofpel at Home.
The very name of this Society has been objedi-
ed to; but f{urely this obje&ion can only be
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fade B”y thofe who are'ignorarit how ﬁmil’a’r'it
is to that of others in Scotland,- which-are well
known, and have been‘long éftablifhed ; fuch-
as, The Society for Propagating Chriftian Know-
ledge in the Highlands and Iftands of Séoﬂzi:id 3
The Soctety for Promoting - Religious - Knowledge
among-the Poor, &c. - The whole of the exertions
of the latter, and nearly all thofe of the former,
are made at home. "

At the firft meeting, an addrefs and certain
rules weére propofed and wunanimoufly agreed
to, and afterwards publifhed, -in which the in-
tentions of the Society are diftin@ly defined,
and with thefe their proceedings have to this
day been firittly in unifon. -They, fome ‘time
afterwards, and before the meeting of the laft
General Aflembly, publithed a full @tatement,
containing an account of their rife and progrefs.
Their addrefs, the rules they prefcribe ‘to thofe
they {énd out, letters of infiruion to their
preachers and catechifts, and part-of the con-
cluding remarks, as they may not have been
generally read, are inferted in the Appendix;

Whoever wifhes to have moré informaticn
concerning this Society, may find it in the
pamphlet itlelf, entitled, Account of the Pro-
ceedings of the Society for Propagating the Gofpel
at Home, from their Gommencement; Dec. 33.
1797, to May 16. 14799, where a-particular ac-
count 1s given of the origin of the Society,- of

]
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their plan and rules, and of the labours of thofe
they {end out. o

" Proceeding upon the plan laid down, fe-
veral pious perfons, willing. to.devote.them-
felves to the work, were engaged 1n. the
fiated fervice of the Society. In feleiting
and receiving thele, the greateft care has al-
ways been taken. Their charater 1s. moft
particularly enquired into, and they undergo
a very firit examination as to religious know-
ledge. No charge of immorality has yet
been brought againft any of them, nor has
the Society had caufe to difmifs one of them
from their fervice. This, I know, they re-
gard, rather as a token of the goodnefs .of
God, than as a proof of their own dilcern-
ment. The charge of plots and treafon, In
men of the character of thefe catechiils, 1s too
abfurd to be noticed. Their peaceable con-
dud, their quiet and cheerful {fubmiffion to the
laws of their country, -which form the beft
and moft unexceptionable proof of. loyalty in
their fituation of life, are ftritly enquired into.
Indeed of politics, I believe, they know nothing
further than the Scripture doctrine of {ubmi-
fion to government for conicience-fake. There
1s every reafon to believe, that good has been
done by the faithful labours of thefe men. It
alio equally remains an undifputed fact at this
day, as that before ftated, refpecting the Sun-
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‘day- {chool teachers; that although their em-
ployment is of a public nature, and chiefly a-
mong {trangers, not: a ﬁngle e:{preﬁion border-
ing upon difloyalty, - that I ever heard of, has
been char ged again(t any one of them. Three
perfons are at prefent-in the ferwcg of> the ‘So-
ciety, viz. two catechifs and a preacher. One
of the former is in the Weftern Iflands, where
means of inftrution aré much wanted, and
moft of the peopie are’ Roman Catholics, He
was fent thither at the particular defire of fome
of the proprietors, by whom'he is patronized
and encouraged in his labours.

The Society alfo, Iike others inflituted: for
that purpofe, diftributes a number of fmall
tracts, with which no one,:-as far as I know,
has ever pretended to find fault. Among fe-
veral others of this kind, they have printed,
and diftributed gratis, ten thoufand of ‘the
Aflembly’s Catechilm in Gaelic. The So-
ciety has likewife occafionally paid the tra-
velling expences of minifters of approved cha-
racters, as faithful fervants of Jefus Chrift, who
wifhed to itinerate in- their own neighbour-
hood. |

I have fpoken with the more confidence of
what concerns this Society, as I have been pre-
fent at moft of its meetings from its firft forma-.
tion ; and, although not the firft projedor of it,
por do I know if it originated with any indivi-
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dual, I was one of thofe who affifted in forming
the pian and rules belonging to it. |

Such being the truth, what poflible danger
can be apprehended from this Society? It does
what it can to promote f{erlous. religion in the
country, which muft ever ftrengthen the bonds
of civil fociety. It attempts to fupply delici-
encies In the means of grace; and thele are
admitted, on all hands, to exift. For this very
purpole, the Society for Propagating Chriftian
Knowledge in the Highlands and Ildands of
Scotland, received its charter, This Society is
conducted, chieily by the moft refpectable efta-
blifhed minifters ; and, large as their funds are,
they acknowledge them quite unequal to {up-
ply all deficiencles, eipecially in parts of the
country where parifhes are often forty miies in
length, or where they perhaps include a confi-
derable number of large and widely {cattered

1iands.

I fhail conclude this article, by noticing a
moft glaring falfehood, inferted lately in the
Anti-Jacobin Magazine, againftthe Society, with
the evident 1ntention of miileading and preju-
dicing the public mind. In that publication,
1t was confidently afferted, that the Clerical
Review was employed as an engine of the So-
ciety for Propagating the Gofpel at Home, to
iap the foundation of the Church of Scotland.
When the Clerical Review made its appear-
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ance; the authors of it were diligently enquired
after, and are known. to be-men altogether. un-
conﬁe&ed with the Society. Indeed, the prin-
cipal mover in. the: bufinefs lately: confeffed,
that the publication.was-ultimately intended
againft the Circys. - This example, among ma-
ny, may. {erve to expofe the temerity and ma-
lignity of fuch as propagate thefe and the like
reports, and ' the credulity and folly of thofe
who are the dupes of them, ,

The next thing that took place among thofe
pians which {eem to have caufed alarm, was the
employment of the Circus-asa place of worfhip,
after it had been left by the Relief congregation,
who firft uled 1t as fuch. . A few perfons, who
wifled to {ee the interefts of religion more ex-
tended m Edinburgh, converfed together about
forming a Tabernacle there ; a thought fuggefted
by a minifter from England, when on a vifit to
this place, not upon my invitation, but employed
in preaching in the eftablifhed churches *. The

* It 1s a miftake to fuppofe that this inflitution, and the
Soctety for Propagating the Gofpel at Home, are the fame,
As a Society, the one has no conne@ion with the other, al.
though many individuals are members of both, any more than
the latter has with the Edinburgh Miffionary Society, of which
many of its members are alfo a part, The faé is, that in Edin-
burgh, moft of the religious or benevolent Societies: though
whconneCted, are compofed of nearly the fame people, This
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general 1dea affixed to thefe houfes called” Tas
bernacles, is that of large places of worfhip,
where as great variety as poflible is kept up in
the preaching, by employing different minifters,
in order to excite ard maintain attention to the
goipel, efpecially in fuch as are Living 1n open
neglect of religion. Such are the different ta-
bernacles in London, to which, by the way,
when they were erected about fifty years ago,
very great oppofition was made, and great a-
larm excited on account of them. The cry was,

as of old, that the church was 1n danger; and
that if the tabernacles did not overturn it alto-

gether, they would at leaft draw multitudes of
people from it.

Through the liberty and protection, however,
enjoyed under the Britifh conltitution,and which
his late Majefty deelared, notwithftanding the
milrepreflentations and {olicitations of the clei-
oy, Thould never be impaired, they continued
unmolefted. All fears on account of them have
long ago {ubfided ; the eftablithed church full
remains where it was; and now people may
buld a tabernacle in every corner of London,
if {o difpofed, without moleftation. Indeed, 1t 1s
faid, they have had a contrary eflect tfom what

is the cafe all over Scotland, and in every country. And this

often gives the appearance of aflociation in purfuing fimilar
defigns, when none in fal exifts but the common bond o3
Chrifitanity.,
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was predicted ; and that, although for a while af
firft, they drew away many from the eftablith-
ed church, yet more were brought* to attend
thip; _angl many, _after bemg thus _accuﬁqmgd
regularly to hear {fermon, and attend public
worfhip, became wearied of {o frequent a change
of minifters, (they keep a conflant rotation), and
at length went to {fome ftated miniftry of fuch
as they preferred. 'Thus, thefe tabernacles, it is
faid, (although I have not {ufficient information
to {fay whether 1t be {o or not), have eventus
ally affifted in filling the churches.

Thole of us who met to confult about this
bufinefs, were uncertain how fuch a plan might
aniwer in Edinburgh. We therefore invited
from England only three minifters at firft. The
Circus, as being a large and commodious place,
was engaged for a few months, and Mr Row-
land Hill, {fo well, and fo long known in- Eng-
land as a {uccefsful and able preacher of the
golpel, opened the place. The multitudes that
heard him, and the {pirit of attention that feem-
ed to be excited, encouraged us to goon. Af-
ter lome time, a church was formed, of which
at firft we had no intention. The gofpel con-
tinues to be preached in the Circus to this day
n an earneft and faithful manner : ; and Ivam

{ure, there is no church . ‘where peaceable and
contented [ubmiffion ‘to “the ruling powers is
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riore unequivocally and confcientioufly -efsi:
ced. With refpect to the do@rines-taught, they
are effentially the {ame as thofe contained:.in
the Confeflion of faith, and in the articles of -thé
Church of England, and preached-by thof€ ir
the Churchof Scotland denominated evangelical
or gofpel minifters. The form of church-governs
ment 1s what has been called congregational.
it 1s exercifed in the prefence of the chureh it:
{elf, by 1ts paftor and church officers, and with
the confent of its members, independent of any
ether yurifdition ; a form long known, and a&-
ed upon in England. A ftri& difcipline alfo is
maintained ¥, The chara&ers of all perfons ad-
mitted as church-members are particularly exa-
mined, and great numbers have been rejected;
either itom i1gnorance of the gofpel, or from not
appearing to maintain a becoming walk- and
converfation. Difloyalty, as being one of thefe
things which are contrary to the exprefs pres=
cepts of {cripture and to the {pirit of Chiftiani-

¥ Vere it not that an outcry 1s commonly raifed againft
every ting that appears new, furely lefs danger is to be ap-
prebended in a2 political light, admitting there were caufe for
any, from unconne&ed congregational churches, than from
thofe called Epifcopalian or Prefbyterian. In the one of thefs
2 few individuals exercife the whole authority ; in the other
it 1s velted in feffions, which generally are {fmail fecret meet-

ings, {ynods and prefbyteries, greater and leffer affiliated and

correlponding focieties, under one parent fociety called «
Greneral Affembly.
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ty, would be a complete difqula_liﬁgatibn; and
fome have been réjected on thisvery ground. The
church-members are exhorted towatch over each
other.in love; if any one be overtaken in a fault,
he is reproved; butif conviéted of departing from
the faith of the gofpel, of deliberate immorali-
ty, or allowed and continued indulgence 1n fin, .
he is put away ; and reftored only upon credi-
ble proofs of repentance. Such regulations, we
believe, to be according to {cripture, and calcu-
lated to promote edification. |

After a trial for a confiderable time, I muft {ay,
I rejoice in this inftitution. = Many.advantages,
1 think, have attended 1t. At the Circus, the
{eats are free to all ; the minifters, at prefent,
who officiate, ¢ither ftatedly, or occafionally as
thofe from England in {ummer, receive no pay
for their labours, and all {orts of people are wel-
come, without either expence or inconvenience.
By this means,many.in Edinburgh I believe have
attended the worfhip of God, who, although they
could afford it, would not have been at the trouble
to procure a {eat in any church, where they are
let. 1 have heard of {everal fuch people, co:
ming firt from curiofity, or becaufe they got a
place without difficulty or expence, who, after-
wards, have become fenfible of the value-of the
preaching of the gofpel. [ have heard of others,
who had been violent in .their political fenti-

ments, and abufive againt the government,
K
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(not belonging to the Circus Church, for fuch
would not be admitted there, but among the
hearers), who, after attending there {ome time,
have learned to refpeé lawful authority,  to
« forbear {peaking evil of dignities,” and to
rurn their attention from other mens faults to
the corruptions of their own hearts. 1 have un.
derftood that ale-houfes had been emptied and
{hut up, which ufed to be full on the Lord’s day,
by the frequenters of them going to the Circus.
There are befides many ferious people who at-
tend regularly, from deliberate preference of it
to other places. For my part, I have no 1dea
that the inhabitants of Edinburgh can become
lefs moral, lefs religious or loyal, becauie an
additional large place of worfhip is opened,
where the firi¢teft doctrines of faith and hol-
nefs are uniformly tanght. On the contrary, 1
am perfuaded they muft, upon the whole, be
lefs licentious and profane. In the evenings
alfo, a large place 1s thus open, when moit other
churches are fhut, and. many firagglers occafion-
ally drop in. Should my affertions refpeCting
the doCtrines preached, and the peaceable and
loyal conduét uniformly inculcated, not be be-
lieved, our doors and feats being open to all,
people who doubt, may come and judge for
themfelves. Upon the other hand, I am often
grieved when I think of the difficulty of procu-
ring {eats, almoft to the total exclufion of the
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poor, in many churches of Edinburgh, and that
{o many of thefe, efpecially when they are col-
legiate charges, are fhut up in the evenings,
when they might be occupied, and the feats
free. I am fure I fhall be happy, as 1 often
declare, to {ee the Circus thinned in the even-
ings, by more places of worfhip being opened.
If good be done, and finners converted to ]efus
Chrift, I care not where 1t may be.

After all that may be {aid, for or againft the
inftitution of the Circus, I am convinced, that
in an age of {fo much indifference to the con-
cerns of eternity, and {o much pratical infide-
lity among all clafles, there ought to be fuch
places free and open, in every large town,
where people may be 1nvited to go, without the -
leaft obftruction or trouble. At any rate, there
ought to be a large open {pace in every church
for {trangers, as there is in the London taber-
nacles, and the practice of taking money at the
door for feats, a practice, I believe, peculiar to
Scotland, ought to be abolifhed. -The poor
people, I am informed, are not even allowed to
ftand m the open {paces of fome of the well at-
tended churches, without paying for it. This
ought not to be fo. I do not mention thefe
things to find fault, but that they may be cor-
rected, and to thew the neceflity there was for
the nftitution of the Circus.

After writing the above, a pamphlet lately
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~publithed was put into my hands, containing
the following {entiments upon the ‘fame.fub-
je. (I do not fay they are all corred; the
{ame goipel only can do good to rich or poor.)
The {uggeftions contained in it, fhew that I'am
not fingular in my opinion of théfe things, and
I hope they will {oon be more attended to.

“ It has become fafhionable among all ranks,
to {peak, even with paflion, lamenting the in-
creafling immorality of the lower orders of the
people ; of the want, or rather the perverfion
of principle amongft them, and thereby of the
factlity with which ignorant or il meanmng de-
magogues have imprefled their mmds with opi-
nions inimical to found government, to right
morals, and true rehigion.’ Even the General
Aflembly of the Church of Scotland have in-
dulged themielves to {peak unwarrantably upon
that fubject. But when I confider how the
matter truly ftands, at leaft in the City of Edin-
pureh, 1 oblerve, that the whole conduét of the
Magifirates and Town Council, has gradually,
but unavoidably, rendered 1t impoflible but that
the poorer people fhall remain 1gnorant and 1m-
moral : for, notwithftanding the increafe of the
nuinbers of the inhabitants, the number of re-
Iigious teachers upon the eftablifhment conti-
nues {uill the {fame. Befides, though from the
general elegance of modern manners, it has be-
come 1mpoflible that good Chriftians fhoulc .
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qew fit fo clofe; and crowd .upon. each other in
chureh, as they did. in former times, one or-two
perfons being now reckoned fufficient: to’occu-
py a pew; and it is even by fome thought.a
{ufficient mark of refpeétto religion, if a family
{hall rent a feat, though they fhould:never oo-
cupy it at all ; notwithftanding all this, there is
no more room provided for the inhabitants, than
they had an hundred years ago, infomuch, that
though the churches are almoft defolate, the
inhabitants cannot he accommodated with {eats,
And further, the churches are all newly repair-
ed, and elegantly ornamented, the feat .rents
are become an object of City. finance, by which
means their price is raifed beyond the reach of
the poor, -and they are now {o elegant, that it
would be thought diigraceful to fee them occu-
pied by any perfon with a bad coat upon his
back ; {o that, upon the whole, the Magiftrates
could not have devifed any method more effec-
tually to exclude the poor from public worfhip
and inftruion ; and it is no wonder that, as the
ciergy feldom fee any of the inferior ranks among
their hearers, they fhould adapt their fermons to
thetr audience, and forget that they are by any
ties connected with:the vulgar. What title then
have therich, who rent the feats they never occu-
Py, and thereby exclude the poor from public
worlhip---what right have the magiirates, who,
by impofing heavy rents, yet more effeGtually
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exclude them from the means of inftrucion..-
what right have any of them to complain of
the people as being ignorant and unprincipled?
How can they complain of them as giddy and
hypacrtical, when they fee them running after
new teachers:® Hear me, and I will tell you the
reafon of this apparent unprincipled levity. 1t 1s
not {fo much on account of the principles of
thele teachers, nor of the attractions of their
popular eloquence, that they follow them with
fuch avidity : but they find themfelves exclu-
ded ; they are negletted ; they are in this re-
{pect in falt defpiled, and human nature revolts
at the ufage. Is it wonderful, then, that they
{hould go where they find the doors of the
churches laid open to them, where the mini-
fters treat them with attention, and with kind-
nefs, and where they exprels and mamfeft a
fincere concern for their interefl and happinefs:
Will any man of dilcernment fay, that it can
be difhcult, in fuch circumftances, for teachers,
though poflefled of no higher powers than warm
hearts, animated with enthufiafm, to gather to-
gether the {cattered, the neglected, the perifh-
ing people ?

‘I would excule the magiftratesin this matter,
if they were compelled by any neceflity to bear
io hard upon the inferior orders of the people,
who conftitute eight tenths at leaft of the inha-
bitants of Edinburgh ; but they cannot {ay that
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their funds appropriated for that purpofe are too
narrow and circumferibed. I have feen by Mr
Smith’s ftatement, that the funds belonging to

the ecclefiaftical eftablifhment in' this .city, a-

mount to the great f{um of L. 6598 per annum,
and there is not more than one half of it'at pre-
{ent applied to the appropriate purpofe to which
it was originally deftined. Now, it is furely
highly improper, to alienate the remainder to
any different purpofes; and the Magiftrates,
who are only truftees, cannot, upon any found

principles, excufe the mifapplication otherwife,
than from inadvertency.

“ It would have been greatly to the honour of
, if in this refpect they had manifefted a
well timed and honeft compaffion for the poor.
1 do not altogether admire Mr Haldane’s Pro-

paganda fide ichemes, but I am decidedly of
opinion, that a greater benefit could not be done
to this city, than to try to make all ranks a-
mong them good Chriftians. The higher ranks
are already cared for, being under a tuition juft
fuited to them ; and I think it but right, that
the lower ranks fhould alfo be attended to. Now,
I apprehend that the ecclefiaftical funds are fuf-
ficient to double the number of churches upon the
eftablifbment in Edinburgh ; and this cught to be
aone without delay. I do not mean that. they .
thould be ere@ed at the expence of L. 20,000

¢ach, according to the elegant plan of the late
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Provoft Elder, propofed for Charlotte Square 3 ¥
would propole, that they fhould be erected in pro-
per central fituations; at a moderate expence,
plain, clean, and commodious. I would propofe;
that no {eat thould be let above one fhilling, and
that with this exprefs provifion, that if it fhall
not be occupied by the time the firfi pfalms
fhall be concluded, the door of it fhall be laid
open to the firft perfon who choofes to fit in it,
who f{hall not be difturbed for that day in his
potefiion. And as the Magiftrates have been
at due pains to provide the other churches with
paftors {o completely {uited to the tafle of the
higher ranks, they fhould not now grudge a lit-
tle trouble to find Clergymen for the propofed
eftablithment, {uited to their duties; men of
plain, fitrong {enfe, of pure principles and found
morals, endowed with benevolent affections;
and, if you pleale, a little enthufiaftically astach-
ed to the Chriftian religion : Men fincerely de-
firous to teach and enforce its doétrines its pre-
cepts, and 1ts hopes ; who fhall be more defirous
to do good than to thine : Men who fhall not
be difgufted at the idea, nor refufe, when ocea-
{ion requires, with compaflionate and benevo-
lent hearts, to enter even into the pooreft and
dirtieft houfe 1n Edinburgh ; where they might
- find opportunity to inftruct, to aflift; and-com-
fort the verieft wretch that lives, and not 'difs
dain to call him brother ; and, finally, men whe



[ 8 1
Would. have patience, with the, Weak the ob{h-
nate, and éven- with the v1t10us, Such men
would colleé't the multltude they Would teach
them pr1nc1p1es, and m{’nl into.themithe love of
virtne. Let not the Maglﬁrates nf Edmburgh |
be alarmed : 1t never was my 1ntent10n that the
number of the mlmﬁers In Edlnburgh fhould
be mcreafed but my. idea was, that’ the’ mo-
ment any of . the prefent 1ncumbents thould
fleep with his fathers, the cburﬂb /bozzld o bonger
be col[egzate for 1 conﬁder that a clergyman
who 1s In health and cannot ﬁngly pelform the
duties of a church and panfh is not worthy of
the important ftation which he fills.. Upon’ the
whole, the funds are fufﬁc1ent the Obllgatlohs
are peremptory, and the obje&s are of mﬁmte
importance ; {o that I apprehend it is imp offi:
ble, that any conﬁderatmn {hould é%éi-‘ mﬂu—

ence the Maglﬁrates to delay or dlfappmnt the
important and 1ntere[hng fcheme

When Mr Hill, who had been at the dEen-
ing of the Circus, returned o England T accom:
panied him ; and it was while travelhng along;
and révolving the advantages which I conceived
Edinburgh might derive from thé ta berndcle, that
1t occurred to me, that fuch houfes, néarly of the
fame kind, although a rotation of mitiifters could
not fo well be kept up in them, mlght be eﬁual—-
ly nfeful at Glalgow and Dundee: I {fuppoied,

L
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while my brother could {upply the Circus as the
ftated miniiter, Meflrs Ewing and Innes, who
were to have accompanied me to Bengal, would -
be well calculated for the other places; and
that an interchange might now and then be
made with the houfes of the fame kind, which
had been ere@ted at Perth and in Caithnefs ;
and that any others which-afterwards thould be
erected upon fimilar plans, through the. coun.
try, if they conformed to the fame fin& and
{cniptural difcipline, might be united, as far as
congregational principles admit. I merely hint.
ed thefe things to two gentlemen in England,
neither of whom leemed to approve my views,
¥ therefore {aid no more about them while in
the South, nor was any one elfe then acquaint-
ed with them. |

When I came to Scotland, I propofed the
icheme to my brother, and to Mefirs Ewing and
Innes, which met with their approbation. One
of them, fome time fince, opened the Circus at
Glaigow as a place of worfhip, which was pur-
chaled for the purpofe, and the other is about
to open another houle, which 1s building at
Dundee.

I fhall now advert to two{eminaries lately in-
ftituted. When in England, or before I went
there with Mr Hill; in the year 1798, (I now
forget which), I conceived the idea of {ending
to England, and educating there, a number of
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‘piois young nien for the ‘miniftry, who mlght-f
be.taken; as In pnmltwe ilmes and, as 15 il
‘common” in ‘Ehgland, from the. various 0g-
cupations of life, and -chofen for the mmlﬁry,
on accoiint of their piety, and: promifing talents,

but never for the latter without the formef. -

- T aftérwards-abandonéd the idea of:fending
them t6 England, finding confiderable piejudi-
‘ces were entertained7agi'_3'.iﬁﬁ- that part of the
{cheme, and they were {ent t6 Mr Ewing in
Edinburgh, who began to ififtruc thein in divi-
nity, and in otheér branches of knowledgé that
were thought neceffary of ufeful. With him
they fill continue, not having yet finifhed theis
{tudies, A fufficient number in a few months
was colle@ted to make a clafs, The greateft caie
was taken 1n the {election, both as to chara@er,
knowledge, and gifts; and whenever any thing
refpeting the firft of thefe appeared impro-
per, or upon examination deficient in the o-
thers, they were not recéived. Their political
principles were alfo ftrictly and particuldrly en-
quired into. I am perfuaded they are all moft
peaceable {ubjeds, and of fentiments whick
lead them to be {uch ; men who fear God, who
honour the King, and who do not meddle fur-’
ther with matters of government. If, after all
the care that hasthusbeen taken, fhould it appear,
in the courfe of their ftudies, that we had been
miftaken in their ¢haraGers, or fhould any thing
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improper be detected i their condud, they
would immediately be difmiffed. In fhort, e.
very poflible precaution is ufed, to get proper
perfons for thefe {eminaries.

Since they began their -fludies, a more nu-
merous clals has been aflembled at Dundee,
colleted in the fame manner, and with the {ame
care, to be one year under Mr Innes, and ano-
ther with Mr Ewing; two years being the
time allotted for their courfe of improvement,
which, with their previous advantages and
knowledge of divine things, it 1s to \be hoped,
will fit them, in {ome meafure, to be able mini-
{ters of the New Teftament.

It may here be atked, For what purpofe are
{o many thus educated, and for what places are
they deflined ? I aniwer, that 1 know as little
as the enquirer, where they may be afterwards
emploved : but if they are uleful in {preading
the knowledge-of the goipel, my end 1s attain-
ed, wherever that may be; and I doubt not,
that abundant openings will occur for them, in
the courfe of Providence, either at home or
abroad. In difierent parts of this country al-
ready they are wanted, and will be received
when their ftudies are finifhed. But although
there yet appear but few openings at home, the
ftate of the world 1s fuch, and there {eems to
be {o increafing a defire, both in Europe and
America, to hear the gofpel, that I am perfua-
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ded they fhall. not:be without work. -Time
will fhew their deftination, and where the Lord
chufes to affign :each his place: I have - yet
no idea, nor is it poflible to conjecture, : where
that may be. :From -a perfuafion: that!{uch
were much needed at home, the firft clafs-de-
clared their intentions, when they'began their
ftudies, to continue for life in Scotland ; but they
were not at all bound to this, fhould they change
their mind, No declaration of the fame kind
was required of the lecond clafs ; and they are
all at liberty to go where they pleafe; .:Only
ior one year they engage to continue at home,
if required, and paid for it, either by me, ‘or
by the Society for Propagating the Gofpel -at
Home. T have only ta add, that no motives of
pecuniary advantage are ‘held out to them, but
quite the reverfe. I believe, there are few
among them, who did not formerly earn ‘more
by their different occupations, than they at pre-
{ent have, or who were not as comfortably fet-

tled, in refpet to temporal things, as they are
ever likely to be afterwards.

A good deal has alfo been faid of Lay-preach-
ing, as it is called, as connected with the above
Ichemes ; yet, if it be an evil, it does not feem
likely tofpread. 1 do not know above three or
four at moft in Scotland, who ever attempt it.

L except the ftudents, who are occafionally fent
cut by their tutors, |

.5.*
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I have now detailed very fully all the diffe.

rent new plans that I know of, or am corcern,
ed in, to promote the interefts of the gofpel In
this country ; and 1 have been very partlcu_
far, both as to their origin, and what 13 in-
tended by them, as far as I know them ; be.
caufe they have been the objeéts of fufpicion,
efpecially fince the clamour that was {o unjuft-
ly railed againft them laft year. This was due
to the Public. I pledge myfelf for the truth of
my ftatements ; and that, concerning thefe
things, I have told, as far as'I know it, and 4s
1s material, the truth, the whole truth, and no-
thing but the truth,

What the fuccefs of thefe plans may he I
know not. If they be not of God, I hope they
wiil not long continue, and did I not believe
they were fo, I fhould not wifh them to Iaft ano-
ther hour. If; on the other hand, they be of
Hi, nothing can poflibly overthrow them.
Once for all, I would repeat-1t, how abfurd 1s
it to look for plots and treafon, in {chemes con-
ducted with {o much publicity, as thefe muft
neceilarily always be, and when not one word
uttered by a fingle perfon concerned in them,
has been fixed upon, that has the fmalleft ap-
pearance of hoftility or difaffection to govern-
ment ! -

I thall here fubjoin the addrefs of the con-
dultors of the Arbroath Sunday-fchools, occas<



foned by the late Paftoral Admonition. of thé -
- ‘ Co e
General Affembly.. = - i e
Addrefs in Defence of the Arbroath Socicy. Jor
eRablifbing and _condulting . Sabbath-cvening
Scbaélr. SR AN e er ihana
They neither found me in the temple - difputing with “any
marni, neither rafing-up the :people, neither 10 the fynas

gagues, nor in the city’; neither can they prove the things
whereof they now accufe me:  Adls xxiv. 12 X3 7.

AT a time like the prelent, when Sabbath-
evening fchools, are become fo mruch’ the topic
of converfation : We, members of the Commit-
tee of the Society for eftablifhing and conduct-
ing Sabbath-evening fchools 1 Arbroath; con-
ceive it to be our duty to come forward, and

openly avow our intention to the world, left
our filence might endanger the caufe. o
Confcious to ourfel ves of the retitude of our
intentions, in- endeavouring to  eftablifh and
condu@ thefe fchools, we went forward cheer-
fully, rejoicing in the fuccefs of our poor endea-
vours, and gladly looking forward to the more
fully attainimng the end In view, u‘amely to be é,_~
mean of keeping children off the ftreéts on the
evening of the Lord’s day, and training them

up, in the fear of the Lord. ' o

Yet our well-meant endeavours (we are for-

Iy to {ay) have not efcaped the tongue of flan-

der ; we are pointed out as feditious perions,
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twho, under the cloak of Sunday {chools; hf:
bour the bafe defign of undermining our happy
conftitution ; and we are charged with holding
fecrét meetiiigs, and correfpondinig-with other
focieties for that bafe purpofe § in fhort, we are
branded as dangerous and defigning men, - no-
torioufly difaffeted to government.- Than thefe
afperfions, nothing can be more falfe ;- “ but
the tongue of calumny hath {earched us out;
and the keen edge of reproach is levelled a-
gainfi us.” | |

In anfwer to thefe and other calumnies, we
beg leave to oblerve, that when our Society was
formed, we certainly had the countenance of
our minifters, as. per following copy of a letter
received. -
“ GENTLEMEN; ‘Arfamatb, Md_y 8. 1798.

« Having confidered your propofal, for ere@-
ing Sabbath {chools for the religious inftruction
of youth, we highly approve of the fame ; be-
ing convinced, that if properly condudted, they
will tend much to the benefit and happinefs of
the rifing generation. We therefore, agreeably
to your requeft, humbly propofe the following
regulations, and with you all {uccefs in the
laudable work 1n which you mean to engage:
We are, with refped, |

Gentlemen, Yours fincerely,
GeorGe GLEIG,
RoBerT THOMSON:”
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- AWé catechife agreeably to the word of God,
which " (glory be to hisiii‘amefjl-' is. plain: to the
meaneft capacity, “fo that he.who ‘rans: may
read,” and the Scripturé faith, “ Whofover thail
do thefe commandments,‘and teach them, {hall
be called 'great in the kingdorn: of heaven.”
We know none of our teachers notorioudly dif-
affected to government, (the followers of Jefus
are taught obedience to the :powers that be.)
Our {cheols are not conneted with -any fecret
meetings. : We keep a correfgondence with no
Societies in the neighbourhood or elféwhere, for
political purpoles. Chriftians of every denomi-
nation, provided they havea good moral cha-
racter, are admitted members, and the confent
of the whole members is not neceflary to their
admiflion. We are not bound to fecréey:;ion
the contrary, our proceedings are all condu@ed
in an open manner. The :Sabbath evening
preceding our quarterly-meetings; public. inti-
mation 15 given in the fchools, and the children
are defired to inform their parents of the fame,
in order that they may attend, if .they pleafe
We have no door-keepers ; all who: choofe to
come are admitted, whethér members of  out
fociety or not ; when met, we have.nothing fex
cret to traniact ; the whole of our proceedings
are conducted openly-to the view of:all prefent,
and politics are never once mentioned at any

of our meetings, We hold no meetings. but in
M
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Arbroath. We pour forth no loofe harangués.
We cenlure neither the dodtrines nor charac-
ters of our minifters, We alienate the affec-
tions of no people from their paftors : néither
cdo we engage any to join a new fect ; but we
highly revere the refpective modes  of worfhip
to which we adhere. In condudting thefe
fchools, we endeavour to ftore the minds of
children with the holy Scriptures, but not with
trealon ; to make them acquainted with pfalms
and hymas, but not with {edition : We teach
the Aflembly’s Catechi{m, but neither Anarchy
nor Confufion. And we declare to the world,
nay more, we appeal to that God, whom we all
pretend to {erve, fo the Almighty, who alone
knows the hearts of all men, that we have no
political end 1n view, but the glory of God, and
the good of our iellow-creatures. We avow
thefe to be our defigns, and (notwithflanding
the ineer of the world) we are not athamed of
them. We declare, that we are amply recom-
penfed by the pleafure we have in condu@ing
theie {chools. Come, ye jealous mortals, and
behold a teacher {urrounded by the children in
his ichool ! hear them repeat their refpective
talks with becoming f{erioufnefls, and mark their
growing knowledge ! and, prejudiced as you
are, you will be confirained to confefs, that {fuch
a fcene is truly agreeable ; yes, to a good man
1t muft be delightful ! what can be more con-
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{onant to the feelings of a Chnftian, .than  to
{peak and hear of the things of Gad ? the teach-
er can truly {ay, that thefe are among the hap-
pieft moments of his lfe, knowmg that. bere
“ yirtue is its own reward.” - |

Every unprejudifed perfon will fee from thlS
candid declaration, that our proceedings have
been mifreprefented ; and fuch condu® (we
muft oblerve) is illiberal and uncharitable ; to
{fuch we would fay, “ Judge not, that ye be not
judged, for to know the heart, is the preroga-
tive of God alone,” !

We feek not the praife of men, we are ambi-
tious of the favour'of God only : and until fome
mode fhall be adopted, better calculated for the
religious infiruction of youth, we wiil endeavour,
through divine aid, to go forward as we have
begun, and we-defire the prayers of all good
men for a blefling on the means ufed by us, for
mfiilling into young and tender minds, the prin-
ciples of our holy religion : for this-purpofe we
vite all well difpofed Chriftians, to unite with
us 10 this undertaking ; for we ferioufly think
that 2 good Chriftian can never be a bad mem-
ber of civil fociety ; and we are of opinion, that
the farther we advance in Chnitian kncwledge

the more we will be impelled to do our duty as
peaceable {ubjedts.

Parents, you will Judge for yourfelves, whe-
ther the religious inftru&ions given by you to
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vour chitldren at home, aided by our endeavours
in the Sabbath-evening {chools, be more ‘con-
formable to your duty as Chriftians, or to:les
them go about the fireets on the Lord’s day,
hearing, and learning the language of Belial?

We kuow, that in profecuting thefe defigns
we thall meet with difficulties ; but we will not
be afraid of the world, neither will we mind the
calumny of tongues, we {erve no {uch capricious
maiters ; and although the current of reproach
{eems now to be againft us, we will not be dii-
couraged, “ for he that 1s for us, 1s greater than
all that can be againft us.” Ye whole narrow
minds cannot believe thefe things, and who he-
fitate not to afhrm, that we have cother ends 1n
view, we fear not vour {lander, but we muft pity
vour uncharitable difpofittons. Though you
may think theie things as trifles beneath your
notice, vet we think them matters of the laft
importance ; and though we may thus differ m
opinion from you. be ye {o charitable as believe,
that we mean well, and leave us to enjoy our
own way of thinking. |

In thele latter times, when Popifh {uperfii-
tion 1s aihamed to thew itlelf in our happy iie,
we are grieved to {ee, that there are yet men
among us, who have the {pirit of perfecution ;
---but, thanks be to God, they have not the
power to perfecute for conlcience-fake; yet

2
they have done what they can do, ia endeas
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vouring (but we hope in vain) to vilify the
charadters of their fellow-men ; but 1t 11l be-
comes the followers of the meek and lowly Je-
fus, to aét fuch a part agamft unoffending men,
without the leaft fhadow of: prouf but ‘merely
upon hearfay. "' - | |

Afraid as fome are of French prmmples, had
we met on the Sabbath-evenings, and taught
that part of French philofophy that denies the
exiftence of God, we are led to think we had
not met with half the oppofition we have met,
and are likely to meet with, in condu&ing Sab-
bath-evening {chools, for purpofes diametrically
oppofite. Yet we would with ‘to judge chari-
tably of all men; we hope they have proceed-
ed thus far, in an unguarded moment, and that
they are now forry for the mealures they have
taken.

We take this opportunity to declare our at-
tachment to the Britith Conftitution, and the
high veneration we have for our beloved Sove-
reign. 1
N. B. The regulations received with: the
preceding letter, have been ftrictly adhered to,
and may be {een at large in our articles.
Publifhed in the name, and by order of the

Committee of the Arbroath Society for Efta-

bifhing and Condudling Sabbath-evening
SChOOIa

WnM BANNERMAN, Clerk.
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I have aiready {tated my former views of po-
litics, and declared that they were changed,

I now proceed to narrate that .change more
particularly.

When at &irit I began to {peculate about po-
litics, 1 was ignorant, as I have already faid, of
the deep corruption of the human heart. [
was alio ignorant of, or at leaft had not {ufh-
ciently attended to the exprefs precepts of
Scripture, reipecting obedience to the ruling
powers. 1t will ealily be percejved how deeply
the full admiffion of the depraved ftate of man
mufll enter into the queftion, of the improve-
ment of human {ociety. I do not {ay it ought
to make us abandon the defire or purfuit of
what 1s confefledly excellent, but it may teach
us to difcriminate between what i1s attainable,
and what 1s not ; and thus, by enabling us to
rorm a proper efumate of the capacities for im-

provement ot the {ubje@ upon which we have
to work, may direct our exertions into a pro-

per channel. It alfo points out, where the
chiet 1mpediment lies, and, of courfe, where
we are to begin in the work of reformation.
The docirine of the fallen corrupted ftate of
man, however much it may be ridiculed, oppo-
fzd, or foftened down, by fubftituting the terms
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frailty, inftead of wickednefs, and imperfetion
inftead of guilt, -lies-at the very foundation of
the Chriftian {yftem, and is either exprefled.or
implied in every page of the.facred volume.

How affe@ing a comment upon. the truth. of
the exiftence of ‘this leading principle of reve.
lation, does the hiﬁorjr of the world, of nations;
of private families, and of every individual, pre-
{fent! The world, from the beginning to.this
Very hour, has exhibitéd a {cene of priﬂvate
animofities and feuds, of extenfive public mifery,
violence, and bloodfhed. ‘That this is. ceg
tainly the cafe, every one of:the fmalleft know-
ledge or oblervation. muft admit, while, to the
production of effeCis fo uniform:in every. age,
an unvarying caufe muft furely. be affigned.
Although this caufe now appears to:me writ-
ten every where in chara@ters fo legible, it
was long before I perceivedit. I had .often
heard of it, but did not admit it. I conceived
bad civil governments to be the fertile fource
of wars, and of every evil, This was indeed
reafoning {uperficially, and it was a very erro-

neous way of judging, to fuppofe that human
government, the creature of man, thould uni-

formly be bad, cruel, or very imperfed ; al-
though he who planned and conduced it, was
amiable, good by nature, and poffefiing a high
degree of perfe@ion. This radical miftake,
however, lay at the foundation of myv political
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fyftem ; and I know, that it {’ull contmues tc:
blind and miflead many-others. .

It was natural, then, for me earne{ﬂy towith for
a peaceable change refpecting what 1. viewed ‘as
the bane of the happinefs and virtue of man. And
I thought, if the French fucceeded in eftablifh:
ing their government, upon the:'principles.on
which they had fet out, that the invaluable
bleffings of friendthip, iecurity, peace, and con-
cord, at leaft to a great degree, would quickly
follow in every civilized nation, who would, no
doubt, gldadly imitate their example, embrace
the falutary and virtuous principles of renotinc
ing war for conqueft, and of conﬁdermg “ail
mankind, in every nation, as connected in one
focial bond, and equally the objeds of benevo:
lence and love. Upon thele views, my fubor-
dinate political opinions were certainly reafon-

able and confiftent, and I held them, as I have
{aid, from no f{elfifh motive.

As {oon as I began to perceive the 'mélancholy
fad, that human nature was deeply and radically
depraved, my fyflem, buit upon the fuppofed
perfectibility of man by natural means, tottered,
and my 1llufory expectations gradually vanifhed.
It was not, however, til practically convinced
of the deiperate wickednefs and’ deceitfulnefs
of the human heart, both teftiied in Scripture;
and confirmed by my own experience, that I
abandoned them altogether. I did it reluc-
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| tantiy, bt do it, I found 1 muﬁ My v1ews of.
government of courfe, became very dlﬁerent 3
and, inftead of laym g to its charge all the mo-
ral evils by whleh mankmd IS, afflicted, I Was
taught to refer them pnmarlly to a very dlﬂ'er-
ent fource, and to wonder rather that ‘humaii
affairs went on £ {moothly and well, and that
fo much fecyirity and happmefs were, upon the
whole, enjoyed.

This change of opinion was very gradual and
{low, and its progrels was entlrely regulated by
my growing convi@tion of the principle to which
it owed its rife. Let me not, lgoufe,ver,fbe mifun-
derftood, as if I were pléadiiig the caufe of con-
duct not confiftent with the ftrict rules of right,
either in govérnments or in individuals. Sorry
fhould I be to hold any opinion, that would
operate as a bar to thie defire of any, or even
the greateft improvement. Peife&ion, I know,
is the mark to which we are called to prefs on,
although we fhould never be able to attain it.
The moral depravity of man forms no excufe
for his mifcondud, but is its perpetual and culs
pable caufe.

I have faid above, that I was alfo 1gnorant
of, or at leaft had not fufficiently attended to,.
the exprels precepts of Scripture, refpeting
¢bedience t¢ the ruling powers. -

. After I had fully, as I truft, deﬁred to {ub-
mit to the will of God, revealed in his word, 1
N
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nad many confcientious {cruples, refpe&ting my
conduc as it regarded politics. I faw that no-
thing external fo much influenced human af-
fairs as civil government, and that to-1t, ina
creat meafure, might be traced the various opi-
nions, {ituation and chara&er of the different
nations of the world, while thefe again had.a
reciprocal effe@, and ftamped the charader of
the other. I refle@ted that, becoming a Chri-
itian, I did not ceafe to be a citizen ; and 1
thought that, elpecially under the Britifh con-
flitution, where public opinion is fo much and
io juftly regarded, it was my duty to be well-
informed in that {cience, which regulates and
dire¢ts every public movement. 1 was per-
{fuaded, that good general principles upon that
fubje& were of great fervice to the world, and
therefore thought it my duty to inform myfelf,
as far as poflible, concerning thefe, and care-
fully to ftore them up 1n my mind. The com-
mon maxim, that Tuum feire nibil eff nifs te fcire
boc feiat alter, or, 1n other words, that know-
ledge 1s of httle avail unlels imparted, at leaft
upon moft {ubjets, forcibly firuck my mind,
and I confidered it to be my duty, as far as I
could, to communicate, what I imagined to be
truth, to others.

I, however, began clearly to perceive, that
the Scripture requires the moft confcientious
and cheerful {fubmiflion to the government o
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the eountry, whatever it thay be ﬁatmg 1t to
be ‘the ordinance, or appomtment of God -
himfelf, to mankind - for good ~Upon - the
29th of November 1798 ‘the" day appomt-
ed for 4’ general thankfgwmg, M Ewmg,
now minifter of ‘the tabernacle in Glafgow

preached his laft fermon in the Eﬁabhlhed
Church, withput, however, havmg any idea’of
its being fo, as the managers of Lady: Glenor-
chy’s chapel well know. There had -been fo
much political difcuffion of late years; that he
confidered it his duty upon that day, -‘aff:er
mentioning the caufes of national gratitude to
God, to call the attention of his congtegation
to the Scripture doltrine concerning govern-
ment. He preached from ‘the paffage in Tit.

iii. 1. “ Put them in mind to be fubjeé to prin-
cipalities and powers, to obey magiftrates, to be
ready to every good work.,” He quoted and
confidered the vartous paflages in the New Te-
ftament where thele duties are inculcated. He
flated and anfwered feveral objections ; and
aflerted, that the refult of the whole was, that
a Chriftian’s {fubjection to principaliti'eé-,rpbwers,
and magiftrates, ought to be Confcientious, Un-
refiting, Difinterefted, Refpe&ful, Practical, and
Pious, which topics he fev‘er'ally illuftrated and
explamned at length. I have inferted part of
that lermon in the Appendix. The fermon it-
telf 1s ftll to be had at the bookfellers.” And



[ 100 ]

I beg to recommend it -to the careful perufal
of {uch Chriftians as wiflh further to. confider
the important fﬂbJE& of which it treats.
Soon afterwards | came very near his Vlews
on that {ubjet. T was before. this fully fattsﬁed
as I have {aid, of the do&nne of voluntary fub-
jection, not for wrath, but for confmence-fake,
being the dodrine of Scnpture 5 but I was not
fure if any one had a right to give up gncul(;ia:;
ting the beft modes of political arrangement as
a part of truth. Almoft immediately after this,
however, it forcibly firuck my mind, that the
Yord Jelus himfelf, and his apoftles, whofe ex-
ample we are called to imitate, though living
1n their own country of Judea, had not at all
intermeddled with the fubl_e& ; then, why might
not, or rather why ought not I to follow them
in this refpedt? This entirely fatisfied my mind,
I reflected further, that {fuch condué appeared
in itfelf the beﬁ., as Chl‘lﬂ]aﬂs coulé do much
more good, by calling mens attention to.the
concerns of a future world, and to thelr own
depranty, and to the gofpel of falvation, than
in being fo much occupied with the al‘range,.
ments of time, or turning their attention fo
often to the faults or defects of the ngdoms
of this world. 1 meedl_ately perceived the
good effects that flowed from the apoftles’
conduct in this refpect. The doctrine which
they preached wrought a rapid, and, thloggb;
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gradual, yet a. powerful . change ; and. wha;.
philofophy, humanity; and pohtlcal fc1ence
had been unable to accomphfh the pregch.-
ing of the crofs, and the .noble ‘moral’ Pprin-
ciples connedled therewn:h mfenﬁbly eﬁ'e&ed
'The cruel treatment of prlfoners the thews of
gladiators, the expofing of infants, domeﬁlc ﬂa,-
very, and many other glaring evils, whlch dlf..
graced fociety, bt which the apoftles ha‘d ne-
ver direly attacked, fell before the irrefiftible
energy of their peacetul doftrine. 'The exam-
ple of the apoftles then, 1n this refped, I refol-
ved to endeavour fleadily to purfue. I have
fince done fo, and of thisrefolution I do not re-
pent. I was even ftrongly inclined to follow
it, a confiderable time before the period above
mentioned, and before I could fully fatisfy my
mind of the propriety of doing fo. I per-
ceived, that in this world Chriftians fhould be-
ware, as much as poffible, of adding to the * of.
fence of the crofs,” and this firongly inclined
me to 1t. The humiliating method of falvation
through a crucified Saviour, “ not by works of
righteoufnefs that we have done, but by the
wafhing of regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Ghoft,” will, .of itfelf, be fuﬂicwntly of-
tenfive and irritating to the proud unhumbled
heart of an unconverted man.
And bere [ would fay, thar, if any thing in
my former condud, by drawmg unjuft fulpi-



[ 102 ]

cions upon me now, refpe&ing my prefent in-
tentions and plans, has been the means of har-
dening any one in unbelief, of rivetting him in
his oppofition to the doctrines of grace, or has
been in any way the means of cafting a {tum-
bling-block in the way of a finful and ungodly
world, or of prejudicing good men againft thele
meafures, I defire to lament 1t in the moft un-
feigned manner,

As it may now be alked, what are diftinctly
my prefent {entiments refpeting government,
I {iall endeavour to give a {atistactory reply.
For this purpofe, I fhall ftate more fully my
views of the Scripture doltrine upon this {ub-
ject, as the foundation of them. Whatever that
doctrine may clearly appear to me to be, by that
I confider mylell bound without any referve.

I mufl begin with remarking, that where obe-
dience to civil rulers is fpoken of in the Bible,
it only does and can relate to the law and ap-
pointments of man, when thefe do not interfere
with the lawsof God. The Scriptures contain
a complete rule to diret us how we are to ferve
God. Nothing 1s wanting, and nothing is re-
dundant. They relate to the concerns of a future
life, they are able to make men wile unto {alva-
tion, and not one word muft be added to them,
or taken away. Civil government, then, can-
not be a divice ordinance to regulate men in
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matters of religion or of confcience. - With.thefe.
it -bas nothing at all to do. Human authonty
can add nothing to dmne and ‘where the foi-
mer contradics the latter, it deftroys 1tfe1f

Every man, who has a Blble, 1s called upon, at
the eternal peril of his foul, to receive what 1t
contains as his fupreme nuile, to. Judge of its’
meaning, and to interpret it for himfelf, with-
out regard, iri matters purely religious, to the
{uppofed authority of civil government, of Popes,

Councils, Bifhops benches, Synods or Aflem-
blies, whether fupported or not by civil power.
Thefe may indeed declare and recommend the
articles of their own faith, but may not decree
them as at all binding upon others. In fhort,
whenever the laws of man run counter to the
laws of God, they ceafe from that moment, in
as far as they do fo, to be binding ; and, with
the apoftles Peter and John, we may appeal to
all “ rulers, elders, {cribes, and priefls, whether
it be nght 1n the fight of God, to hearken un-
to you more than unto God, judge ye.” The
civil magiftrate then, as fuch, has nothing to
lay, in matters purely of a religious nature.

As to the authority of human government
in things relating folely to this life, the fcrip-
tures {peak in the moft decifive manner. They
inculcate every where the deep deplawty and
wickednefs of man, and {peak of various re-
ftraints that muft be laid upon him, both as fa-
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lutary and abfolutely neceffary in his préfeﬁi
ftate. The reciprocal obligations, authority, and
fubje&ion of huifbands and wives, parents and
children, mafters and fervants, are diftind-
ly pointed out, and explained. The duties of
man, in his focial capacity, are alfo clearly de-
fined, and the general government or regula-
tions of fociety being the primum mobile of thé
whole, and that which gives effet to all the o-
thers, and to which, if need be, they muft ulti-
mately appeal, are particularly denominated
the ordinance of God.

This appointment or ordmance ﬁamped with
the authority of God, all Chriftians are command-
ed to obey, and are called upon to attend to it;
as to other duties, by peculiar motives, and not
from fear only, but alfo for confcience {ake.
Chriftian fubjedts, as well as Chriftian fervants,
are alfo reminded, that their {ubmiflion to Jefus
Chrift, and their being fubjecs of his kingdom,
does not releafe them from the obligations of
their relative and focial ties, but bind them
clofer, frem their particular fituation, and the
influence of their example 1n the world. Chri-
ftians alfo, being more deeply, and practical-
Iy acquainted than other men, with the depra-
vity of their nature, and efpeclally with the de-
ceitfulnefs and deiperate wickednefs of their
own hearts, felt in theit daily painful experience,
as well as teftiied 1n fcripture, learn to know,
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that even 1in. ifs: WOl‘ﬂ: ftate, c1v1l govemment 13
‘a moft extenﬁve bleffing; 1 1ndeed even a fine qua
non-to. the exﬁ’cence of ['ocmty B be;;lg fan ‘
ceflary to mankmd and {uch. a bIeﬁing, they*
judge that they ought to do nothmb 3 that Imght,

tend to weaken its authority. . A 'LL .

" At the fame time, the’ word of God prefcubes:
no partlculal mode of govemment as exclufive-
ly. of divine rlght nor even fhews a preference-
to any one. On the contrary, vghlle - modes
may ‘vary according to circumftances, the:ge-
neral inflitation under-.every : exifting. form,
claims {ubmiffion and refpect from Ghriftians by
the authority of God.- RIS

. This appears obviouly the meanmg of fcrlp-
ture paffages-upon the fubje@; and although
Chriftianity does not mnterfere with the king-
doms of this world, and difclaims the office of
“a divider” among men, as it was intended.to be:
univerfal, it teaches Chriftians theix expre/s ( du-
ty under every form. ‘Lo prove this to be Lhe
cale, let it be oblerved, that all fcripture is
directly practical. This is a very diftingnifh-
ing feature of the facred page. - The infpired
writers do not employ themfelves in treating
queftions of an abftra®, and merely {peculative
nature ; they come dire@ly, in every line, to
the fituation, citcumftances, and obligations of

all to whom they write ; and with motives of

O
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peculiar force, and fanctions of awful energy,
they urge their doftrines home. * Let every
foul, fay they, be fubjeét to the higher powers.™
Here is the command ; and whoever reads 1t, 1y
any age or country, has only to remember; that
heis addrefled, and to enquire whoare the higher
powers of the country in which he lives. . Next
follows the motive to obedience, the moft forci-
ble to the Chriftian’s mind. - * For there 15 no
power but of God, the powers that be (that ac-
tually do exift) are ordained of God.” Then
comes the fancion, backed by Almighty power.
““ Wholoever, therefore, refifteth the power, re-
fifteth the ordinance of God, and they ‘that re
fift fhall receive to themf{elves damnation.” The
reafonablenels of the command is afterwards
adduced, in order to reconcile our minds to 1t,
that our {ubjection may be voluntary and cheer-
ful. * For rulers are not a terror to good works
but to the evil.” :

I know that 1t has been objected, that the de-
icription of government here given, ‘could not
poliibly apply to bad governments, or to that
ot Nero, which exifted when the apoftle wrote, -
and was confefledly {o tyrannical. For 1t 1s
faid, « Rulers are not a terror to good works but
to evil. 'Wilt thou then not be afraid of the
power 7 Do that which is good, and thou fhale
have praife of the {fame ; for he is the mimfter

of God to thee for good. But if thou do that
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which is evil, be-afraid ; for he beareth notthe
{word in vain. For he is the minifter of Cod,
a revenger, to execute, wrath upon;. hnn that
doeth evil. Wherefore ye muft needs, be fub-
je&, not only for wrath, but alfo for confcience
fake.” Itis urged that the above inference
plainly fhews, that the. whole paﬁ'age 18- de-
{criptive, in general, of what governments ought
to be, as regulated by the. principles of jultice,
without referring to any-one In particular;-and
that, at leaft, it clearly could not apply to Nero’s
government, under which the apoftle himfelf; al-
though he continued to do good, mnitead of hav-
ing praile, was put to death. This objeétion isin-
admiffible. It is {fetting afide the plain and ob-
vious meaning of the words ; It is alfo fetting
afide the practical tendency of the whole pal-
fage. If the apoftle does not refer :to the
Roman government, what rule, in that- re-
{pect, was he giving to the Chriftians at Rome?
and how fhould we be able to fix its application
toany government, and thus to know from {crip-
ture, when we ought to obey rulers, and when
not ? Would not this be making the whole paf-
fage unintelligible, and the rule completely ufe-
lefs 7 thus, rendering void the fcripture in
this particular, whereas nothing, in faé, can be
more precife, obvious, and forcible, than the
doltrine here laid down.

The epifile 1n which thefe dire&ions are con-
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tained, was addrefled z0 the Chriftians at Rome

and was written, as the whole Scriptures are,

Jor all in’" like circumftances ; that-1s, for'all
Chriftians 1 every country to the end of time,
It, of courfe, applied to the Roman government
in thofe days, and it applies to the Britifh; and
to every other government, in the prefent' day,
ufider whatever form or’ name ’it“fna'y"é.'&iﬁ.
The apofile was certainly {peaking of -govern-
ment as it then was, and as it ever has beenin
the world, not in its minute characters and ex-
ceptions, but in its general features, what it is
upon the whole, and as always-attaining, in a
greater or lefs degree, its end, viz. prote@ion
arid {ecurity. To confirm this, let 1t-be confi-
dered, in what fituation a world like ours, full
of wickednefs, would be placed, without ‘any
seneral laws or government, and then compare
that with Nero’s sovernment. I believe, from
our never having {een {uch a ftate, or read of
it in any hiftory, in its full extent, we have Iit-
tle conception how men would act, and how
their evil paffions, obtaining full fcope, would
work, if wholly fet free from thefe reftraints,
under which we fee them placed. I am confi-
dent. that a fhort time’s experience of any thing
bordering upon this, would fully explain the
force and meaning of fuch a paflage as the one
quoted, and fhew us, what a blefling govern-
ment has been, even under its worft forms, and
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how kind and’ mermful it is 1n God to have nr-"
dained it for“our‘good. - |

~ The apoftle himfelf often e‘zpenenced pto-
teCion under that fame government “of ‘which,
it is faid; it was {o bad that- he couild not be Wl‘l-
ting of it.* It tiad often faved his own life, and
it had frequenﬂy been the means of defending
Chriftians -againft the fury, ‘both of -thé: ]ew1ﬂ1
priefthood, and.of the Pagan’ churchmen. -

~Although, therefore;-like all human affairs,
it admitted of* confiderable exceptions, ‘it did,
upon ‘the whole; fulfil its appointed end’ re-
preffing vice, and promoting good.  If there is
any thing clear in the whole Bible, or indeed
In language at all, this interpretation is- plain,
and thefe precepts gain additional force, -and
are much illuftrated, by being delivered under
a government confefledly one of the worft,

Taken altogether, then, it was not a'terror
to good works, but to the evil ; it-was the mi-
nifter of God for good ; a Tevenger to execute
wrath upon them that did evil : and it was the
command of God, that Chriftians fhould be fub-
ject to the higher powers; not for wrath, (not
merely from fear, or becaufe'they could not
help it) ; for, adds the apoftle, the powers that
be are ordained of God.

It may, however, again be urged, that g0-
vernment, in-another view, may juftly be Con-
fidered, what the apoftle Peter calls it, the
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ordinance of man; and that, being fixed and
regulated by human agency, every. perfon ought
to fet himfelf to reform it, as far as in -his
power ; and thus, by fuch active interferences,
changes to the better have been_produced.

To this reafoning we may reply, that the go-
vernment of great nations, or the general ar-
rangements they fubmit to, are {ubjects {o vaft
and unwieldy, and depend upon fo many re-
mote relations, that changes, by a&ive mterfe-
rence, have oftener been produced to the worfe
than to the better. Befidgs, no man can. fore-
{ee, when alterations 1n a body fo unmanageable
taxes place, to what point they may go,or where
they fhall fiop. It may allo be obferved, that
all turbulence 1n {ubjedts has given the Dbeft
apolegy for tyranny in rulers, and has, more
frequently than any other caufe, produced it.

But into thefe matters it is not my bufinefs
at prefent further to enquire. I {hall only men-
tion what fausfies me, why fubmiffion to civil
zovernment ought to be enjoined on Chriftians,
as it clearly Is in Scriptute, and why 1t 1s
proper they fhould {fubmit to the powers that
be, and ftand aloof from political interferen-
ces, even 1f 1t were not {o expreisly command-
ed.

Such is the well known ftate and difpofition
of man, that nothing {o much flirs up angry
paffions, as intermeddling with civil govern-
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ment, in which all’ men feel themfelves {.
deeply interefted. - Nor ean the ¢hange-of :go:
vernment, generally {peaking; ever be- effect-
ed without violence, bloodfhed, and probably
doing evil that- good: ‘may come. - This; then
not work for Chnihans they could not;- upon:
their principles; - go through with it ;therefore
they fhould not begin to meddle. They-are pil-
grims and ftrangers, mere paflengers through
this world ; they are comparatwely but {mall
in number, a weak minority in every country.
« Strait is the gate, ({ays our Lord), and nar-
row 1s the way that leads to life ; and few
there be that find-it:; many are called but few
are chofen.” Then' interferenee, therefore,_
would be at beft of little avail.

Nor could they act properly, even in dehbe-e
ration, upon moft matters, with the men of this
world, their prineiples and opinions being: fo
oppofite to thems. Vain-glory, emulation,
pride, and other motives, to which: men of
the world appeal, of which théy make ufe,
and by which they are fupremely influenced,
cannot be countenanced by Chriftians. They
know that many things, and efpecially thefe
things that are highly efteemed among men;,
are an abomination 1n the fight of God.

Let, then, the men of this world, in matters:
of worldly ambition, contend, if they will, with:
one another, Chrithians are- purfuing higher ob=
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jécts. By their peaceful, and inoffenfive behi-
viour, attended at {ame time with a bold and un-
daunted profeflion of ‘Chriﬁia_l_ﬂ_ty,;and‘lg_e‘iﬂligqu."
liant for the truth upon the earth, and by ma-
king their light {o to fhine before others, .that
they, {feeing their good works, may glorify God;
let them endeavour to diffufe the knowledge of
{alvation. They will thus, do more good, and
be more fuccefsful in reforming the world, and
civil governments, both rulers and fubjeds, than
in any other way whatever. Thus adting, they
thall experience, that the weapons of their war-
fare, although not carnal, are mighty through
God to the pulling down the firong holds of
fin and Satan. | o |

At any rate, if they are not convinced by
thefe or {uch arguments, and although they
fhould not yet perceive their bounden -.du-
ty in this reipect, let them confider well
the examples we have i Scripture .of the
behaviour of the people of God in every age,
znd under every difpenfation. Let them
confider the example of the prophets and
believers of the Old Teftament, and the apo-
ftles and f{aints of the new ; but elpecially of
Him, concerning whom 1t 1s declared, that he
gave us an example that we {hould follow his
fteps. Neither he, nor his iervants, ever inter-
fered to alter the arrangements or confhitutions
of civll gevernment.
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. +‘Bnder. the Old'Teftament d‘ifpenfaltion’ ‘we
frequently find the Lord’s fervants ‘adting as
magiftrates; and fulﬁl]mg the duties ‘of 'the fta-
tion in‘which they were placed Or- to’ Wthh
they were: called’ by Providence: ‘Such¢on-
du& I confider perfectly lawful: on Scnpture
principlées; 'and agreeable ‘to the paﬁ'ages of
Scripture: above quoted. - By interfering’to al-
ter the arrangements of civil governments, I:do
not mean exercifing the ftated -duties of magi-
firacy; or fubordinate offices unider governiiient,
provided nothing contrary to-the law of Ged is
required,. A Chriftian may lawfully exercife
thefe. - Of the expediency of doing fo; accord-
ing to circamftances, he muft judge; but'Iun-
derflanid by it, attempting to change the fettled
order of "thefe arrangements, and to introduce
new fyﬁe'ms;. -

Now'I do not recolle® a fingle inftance of
one believer, under the Old Teftament di{pen-
fation, in the charader of a fubje@, having
thus Interfered with the government under
which he lived, whether under that {ettled at
different times, and in different ways, by God
himfelf, cr under the governments of the othér
nations where they dwelt, Even when in Egypt
. we do not find the children of God rebelling, or
attempting to change the lawsof their cruel rafk-

malters. They waited till the Lord himfelf del-
- P
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vered them. In their journey through the wil
dernefs,and aiter they had taken pofleffion of the
land of Canaan, into which they entered by the
exprefs command of God, and, by that fame
command, expelled or extirpated the inhabitants,
(whom, for their wickednefs, it is faid, the land
vomited out, and of whom the Ifraelites, by the
authority of God, and by his exprefs commii-
fion, were the appointed executioners), in Ca-
naan, I {ay, they lived quietly under-the. go--
vernment fettled for them. The nation mn:
general, 1t i1s true, even the elders ¥, demand-
ed, in Samuel’s time, that kings fhould be {ub-
flituted for judges. But this does not contra-
di&t my aflertion. .
The majority of that people were not t belie-
vers, though they all profefled to be fuch, any
more than the majority of nations called Chriftian
are Chrifians. This we know from their gene-
ral condudt, from the teflimony of the prophets,

¥ The elders joining in~this bufinefs does not invalidate
the above affertions, It by no means follows, that, becaufe
elders, they were real believers. No one who has attended
to, and underftood the Scriptures, will think fo. I have
heard miniiters of the Church of Scotland declare, that
they had not fufhcient evidence to afhrm, fome, that there
was one, others, that there were more than one or two Chri.
ftians in their parifhes. They had neverthelefs all the elders
who compole the feflion, 1n each parifh.
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" from their treatment of thefe prophets -and. of
the Mefliah. - They are not all Ifrael, fays the
apoftle, which are: of Hrael.: The Lord ]efus di-
rectly charges them with not believing the Old
Teftament Scriptures, for which they profe{Ted
fo.ardent a zeal: * Had ye believed Mofes, ye
would have believed me ; for he wrote of meé.
But if ye believe not  his writings, how Ihall ye
believe my words®” |

What T affert is, we do not read of . one per-
fon, to whom we have ‘reafon to aflix the cha-
racter of a {piritual I{raelite or believer, joining
n attempts, fecret or avowed, to change the
form of government.” Thefe appedar to have
proceeded from, and the whole matter agitated,
by fuch as difregarded the authority of God, and
incurred his difpleafure, of whom - God -faid,
They have rejelted me. We may fairly con-
clude from Sciipture, that none of ‘that {mall
remnant among them, which compofed the true
I{rael of God in the Jewifh nation, joined either
them, or thofe who rebelled in the wildernefs ;
even of that- number of whom the prophet
Ifaiah fays, «“ Except the Lord of Hofts had left
unto us a very fmall remnant, we f{hould have.
been as Sodom, and we- fhould have been like'
‘unto Gomorrah.”

David acted by exprefs command before, and

when he entered upon his' office .as king: nor
did he at all change the form of government.
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Indeea his loyality before he was king, isdil
along conipicuous. Nor did he ulurp the
throne upon Saul’s death, but refpectully
waited till called to it in a regular man.
ner, by the exprefs appointment of God,
The rebellion againft him was raifed by wicked
men. ,
When the Iraelites, for their idolatry and
ceneral departure from God, were carried to
Babylon, although captives under a foreign
voke, it was commanded them by God, “ Seck
the peace of the city whither . I have caufed
vou to be carried away, and pray unto the
Lord for it ; for in the peace thereof fhall ye
have peace.” It is {aid of Daniel while in Ba-
bylon, “ They could find no occafion agamft
him, except concerning the law of s God.”
Upon the return of the Jews to their own land,
many things were to be arranged anew, but
Nehemiah, Ezra, and others, direfted the whole
by divine authority.

The prophets, in different gges, predi€ied
what thouid happen to the rulers; .but they de-
jivered their meilages directly from God, while
we find they perfonally thewed due refped to
the governiment under which they lived. They
vere Indeed reckoned the troublers of -Ifrael,
on account of the warnings they were employ-
ed to cesiver, and their holy uncomplying con-
duct, when any thing contrary te the law of
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&od was required of them.. . But: withr any. fur-
ther interference they cannot: be charged.. .

- 1 muft .now obferve, .that I am well aware,
how exceedingly dangerous it.18 to argue:from
the - Old Teftament difpenfation,. which is:{o
ditin@ from the New.; of from the condud
of the Ifraelites, a peculiar nation, and who
had every thing dire@ly arranged by God him-
{elf, both 'in church and flate; I know few
things that have tended more to iniflead Chri-
ftians, in ‘many Inftances, than doing fo, or
which have .given rife to more hurtful opi-
nions and practices. But I think, in this
particular, we may appeal to the -conduct :of
ancient believers ; efpecially: becaule; .when
:n Egypt, in Babylon, and afterwards under
the Roman government, - they were. placed in
different circumftances from ‘thofe 1n which
they lived immediately under their own . go-
vernment. - It may be: {aid, indeed, they.ftood
in thefe circumftances by the exprefls appoint-
ment:of God. This'is true§ but thefe were
different, in fome refpeds, -from their 6wn.1m-
mediate government, and ‘theIfraelites iwere
placed in them by God, exadlly in the: {ame
manner as he arranges the. events of nations 1
modern times, - We cannot {o- diftinély indeed
trace the canfes of .his operations now,.thele
not being revealed: to us; but we fhould fee
them to be the fame, if the vail of Providence
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were drawn afide, as it is in the hiftories in:the
Bible, which makes them fo:infiruétive. At
any rate, we cannot err here, as we have
concurrent New Teftament examples, without
which indeed, under the very. different: difpen.
fation that we live, I.fhould lay no firefs upon
the former one. I take what I have mentioned
from the Old Teftament only as. corroborating
evidence, and now turn for Irrefiftible proaf
to the New.

When the Lord himf{elf appeared although
living in his own country, and fulfilling all the
duties of a citizen of that country, we never iee
him interfering with the government, although
at that time 1n the hands of foreigners. “ Who
made me, {ayvs he, a divider among you:?” He
never, mdeed, ipeaks upon the fubject, but to
inculcate obedience, {fubmiffion, and readinefs
to every good work. His anfwer to tholé who
afked him, “ Is it lawful to give tribute unto
Ceefar:” fully declares his will :in this matter.
The Pharilees and Herodians, the moft op-
pofite fects, agreed to enfnare him with their
queitions. The Pharifees were zealous forma-
lifts in religion, although in reality they had
no religion, and were difaffected to the Ro-
man government. The Herodians were the
courtiers of the day, who made religious opi-
nions fubfervient to thewr political intereft,
Both of them no doubt imagined, that whichx
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ever way . he.s anfwered their: queftion,” on@
or other muft:get hold:of his words: "If he
fhould order payment of tribute to the Emperor,.
~ which was very: unpopular; and- by many deem-
ed . unlawful;, the Pharifees: would - excite the
people againft him'; 1f he thould forbid it;- the
Herodians would accufe :him to. the govern-
ment. His anfwer applied« to, -and filériced
both parties ; and while he. gives a.good reafon
for paying tribute to Cxfar, and commands it
to be done, (their current :coin, bearing. his
ftamp, thus fhewing, that they:enjoyed fecu-
rity and protetion under him), he reminds the
Herodians, of .that and-of every:future:day, to
render alio unto God his due; and that no > 201~
thority can interfere with his. : . *

The condult .of the- apoftles, and of all the
holy men recorded. in- the -New Teftament, 1s
exaltly conformable - to this -example. : They
lived In times in which the rulers were moft
tyrannical and arbitrary, in many refpects, both
in Judea, and in.other :parts of the Roman
empire. This they experienced, even to. the
fhedding of their blood. . Thefe governments
alfo permitted and eftablifhed abufes,. to which
we have nothing fimilar ; yet the infpired wri-
ters exemplified and inculcated fubmiflion, ex-
cept where the laws of men oppofed the laws
of God.

- L then we examine carefully all' the paflages
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in the Bible, which refpe@ the duty.of fub:
jects, we fhall find fhey uniformly {peak thé
{ame language, and point out no other duty, 111
that relation, but ready obedience j and.there
is not an approved example of one believer;
either of the Old or New Teftament, interfe-
ring 1n pohiucal fubjedts, except.particilarly
called by God, to fill certain ﬁfuatmns, or to
deliver his metlages.

Are Chriftians, then, to diiquiet. themfelves

by anxioufly enquiring further about the mat-
ter? Let them beware of doing fo, left God re-

prove them. Even if “ called, being flaves,” let
them not be anxious on that account. It is only
if they may be free by peaceable means, or in the
providence of God, that they are entitled to ule
their freedom. The great arrangements of the
world are, at any rare, beyond their reach; God
will dire&t thefe in his providence. To them
it is enough, that whatever they are, thefe ar-
rangements fhall work, according to his pro-
mile, for their individual good, and the good of
ail his redeemed. Let them not fret them-
ielves on account of evils which they cannot
prevent, nor take any anxious thought for to-
morrow, the events of which they are unable
to controul. The Lord reigneth! Let them

attend to prefent duty, in prefent circumftan-
ces, and blefs God for their advantages in {o-

ciety, and 1n government, which, as well as all
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thiey Kave’ beﬁdes are 10 much above thelr de-
fertsy ¢l ST T e |

Upon tHe whole, 1> conﬁﬁcncy W1th iy ‘pre-
fent politicals fentiments, déliberately formed,
both on: feriptiire precepts and -esample; 'and
from ‘my firm belief -that' civil government s
onie-of thé gredteft bleflings  enjoyed” by._man..
* ¥ind; I'cheetfully’ fubmit ta every ordmance of
man for the Lord’s{ake. - Tama peacéable and
loyalfubjeét. ‘I would be fo undér any govern.
ment on earth ;'and I confider myfelf. bound
to obey the exifting powers; as far:as their au-
thority does not interfere with the laws'of God.
While thefe {entiments would make me a good
{ubje in any colniry, I defire to be - paiticu-
larly thankful to God; for the bleflings I-ehjoy
under the Britith government. 1 fincérely and
frequently pray for his Majefty:the King, that
he may be long preferved to thefe lands;: and
that, under his"lawful anthority, . his fubjedts
may lead quiet ‘and peaceable lives, ' I truly
defire this, from conviGtion of the many ad-
vantages Britain now enjoys, ard has long en-
joyed, above any other country in-Europe.

Even were 1 altuated merely by felfifh mo*
tives, I fhould defire the continuance of the
prefent government ; for €ver firice I was any
way diftinguithed; by the fuppofea fingulanty
of my opinions or meafures, either iii politics or

zeligion, I have been convinced, that on it de-
0

S
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pended, under God, both my property:and life’s
for 1 firmly believe, and have done {fo many
years, that I Ihould be one of the ﬁr[t wéhms
of any change. , X
Upon the {ubject of which I have been wri-
ting, 1 admire, and de«lire to imitate, the con-
duct of the firft Chriftians ; and fhall make no
apology for {ubjoining a paffage from Milner’s
Church-hiftory. The {entiments therein con-
tained, refpecting their political views, are f{o
congenial to my own, that laft year I extract-

ed it, and fent it to the Miflionary Magazme
in which it was inferted. ,

“ The moft fingularly ftriking charadteriftic
of the Chriftians of the firft three centuries, has
not yet been noticed. Though they had a' re-
gular polity, gnarded by great firiétnels of dif-
cipline, diftinguifhed into a number of commu-
nities, each adminiftered by a bifhop, prefby-
ters, and deacons, and concentrated by general
councils held from time to time, they neither
had, nor firove to obtain, the leaft {fecular {up-
port of any kind. They lay expofed to the
rage of the whole world around them, incited
by its natural enmity againft God, and love of
fin, and finding 1tfelf condemned by thefe up-
ftarts, as defervedly obnoxious to the divine dif-
pleafure. The whole Roman world embraced
thoufands of difcordant {ects and parties ; thefe
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ail tolerated one another,: becaufe all agreed ta
treat fin with: lenity, and to allow one another’s
religion to.be right on:the :whole. ; It:was im:
poffible for Chriftians.to do this; hence-the
{pirit of perfecution was excited : ‘and - whoever
at.this day lives-in the fame fincere 'hoftility
againft all fin, and 1n.the exercife :of -the fame
charity, patience, and heavenly-mindednefs, .as
they did, will updefignedly, yet unqueftionably,
excite the wrath of the reft of mankind, juft in
the fame manner. . But how precarions their
~ ftate in fociety was, on this account, is evident.
They had not the leaft legal or {ecular aid
againft perfecution. Obliged, like the reft of
the fubje@s of the Roman empire, to.contri-
bute to the general defence, and to {erve in the
Roman armies, when called on, as much as
others, they had no civil privileges ; if an em-
peror chofe to perlecute, they were perfetly
defencelefs, and had no political refource againft
opprefiion.

“ What could be the reafon of thlsp Shall

we {ay their circumftances were, during the firft
three hundred years, too low, and their means

too weak, to encourage them to attempt any
thing of this kind ? This has been faid by thofe
who are not willing to allow, that their paffive-
nefs under injuries, proceeded from principle.
But {uppole now, that they thought it right to
vehft the powers that be, and that thofe who
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refilt do not receive to themfelves ditination,
but merit the tribute of applaufe for fuppotting
the natural rights of man ; then, as:no people
on earth were ever more unjuftly treated, they
would naturally feel their injuries as other'men
do; and admitting them too weak and mconil-
derable, in the firft century, to have attempted
any. thing, furely in the {econd, and much more
11 the thid, their thoufands, and tens of thou-
{ands, muft have been capable cof fhaking the
touncations of the empire. - So far from bemg
without means, they {eem to have had much
greater than many who have difturbed the re-
pole of kingdoms.

“ Here 1s imperium in imperio, a regular well-
united phalanx of men, inured to frugal habits,
and a varlety of hardihips ; not a mere mob of
levellers, but men raught to obey their religious
governors, and {ubmitting to great ftriéinefs of
dicipline. Among their governors, if hiftory
had not informed us fo, we are fure there muft
have been tome men of genius, fortitude; dnd
capacity, wno already had exercifed their ta-
lents 1n the art of government, and pollefled
that elequence which inflames the paflions of
the lower {ort. Cyprian of Carthage is un-
doubtedly one of thele. 'The fame courage,
capacity, difcretion, and activity, which made
him an oracle over haif the Roman empire
among Chnftiarns, would, had it been exerted
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. 12 2 military line; have been formidable to-the
{hrone of the Cefars. Their ‘brethren in theé
Roman armies might have taught them the mi-
litary difciphne; the riches which -a number of
them poffefled, might have purchafed arms-and
military ftores. Thofe captive bl[hops, ‘who
gained {o {trong an alcendant over-the ignorant
barbarous nations, might have eafily effeGted an
alliance between them; and thofe of the Chris
{li1an name.

“ The reader eaﬁly {ees the confequence.: I
do not fay they would have prevailed in -the
end, nothing 1s more uncertain:than the iffue
of war; but fuppofing them to~have thought
refitance lawful, amidft the diftractions of the
Roman empire; from within and without, they
had both temptations and- probabilities - fuffi-
ciently firong to have excited a rebellion, fuch
as any other people would -have done, who in
xnowledge and civilifation were not inferior to
thole among whom they lived. The ‘conclu-
fion {eems undeniable ; if a fet of men-are ve-
'y unjuftly treated, have probable means of re-
drefling themf{elves by force, and think itilawful
to ule thofe means, they will do fo of courfe. ‘On
the contrary, it appears, not from a few pafla-
ges here and there only, but from the whole
tenor ot their writings, and what is ftiil more,
from their uniform pracice, without a fingle

exception, that they thought it unchrlﬁlan to
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feek this mode of relief. Patience, prayer,
and chanty, were their only arms. Nor pd
YOU FIND A SINGLE INSTANCE OF A CHRISTIAN
INTERMEDDLING WITH THE POLITICS OF HIS
TIME. |

“ Muft we not then {ay, that they underftood
the rules Jaid down in the thirteenth chapter
to the Romans, and other parts of the New.
Teftament, in a literal manner? that they
thought it wrong to revenge injuries, public as
well as private, and referred themfelves wholly
to him who bath faid, * Vengeance is mine !”
I believe we have no other alternative. This
was tbe {fum of Chrniftian politics ; and 1n this
light, what an advantage this {pirit proved to
them in making them feel themielves ftrangers
and pilgrims on earth, 1n caufing them to long
for the heavenly fiate, in deadening their affec-
tions to the world, and exercifing them in faith
and charity, 1s not hard to concelve ; and when-
ever real Chniftians, in our times, thall more ful-
ly emancipate themfelves from the ambitious
notions with which the prefent habits and pre-
judices of men infe& them, and, through divine
grace, catch the ipirit of the primitive believers
1n this point, they will then fee a beauty in the
New Teftament principles, on this {ubje@®, of
which they have now little i1dea; the love of
the world will ceafe {o firongly to entangle

them, and primitive apoftolic faith and practice
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may agam wﬁt the earth in genume ﬁm.ph..
c1ty o | ‘

Itis recorded, that when ¢ Jeremniah was in the
gate, a captain of the ward was' there, whofe
name ‘was: Irijah ;-and he .took- ]cremlah the
prophet, faying, Thou falleft: away to the Chal-
deans. Then faid Jeremiah, Itis fa\lfe 3 I fall
not away to the Chaldeans.” | ‘

After having:{o fully explained iy pohtlcal
-views, which are not contradited by ‘any part
of my condud, fhould any one ftill be difpofed
to repeat againft me the ftale and groundlefs
calumny of fedition, I {hall only reply; with Je-
remiah, as above, when charged with an inten-

tion to betray his:country; and to go over to’ the
enemy, [t is falfe.

_.f

-———m—_-

When 1 began to write -thefe' pages, I ‘re-
folved to ftate the views I have been- led
to entertain of Ecclefiaftical Eftablifhments ;
but this I fhall at prefent defer, with ‘the

intention, however, of doing it foon. It is

fuflicient 1n this place to declare, that what-
ever my {entiments re(peling the good or
evil attending them may be, I have no hoftile

defigns, (as has often been faid), againft
the LKftablifhed Church. 1 have avowed, in
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the firongeft manner, my decided pérfualion;
that all violence in religion 1s criminal and ab-
furd. Befides, I would much rather build up
than pull down, and, if pofiible, add to:the
means of inftrudtion of my fellow-creatures,
than in any way diminifh: thele.” ;While every
man in religious matters ought conicientioudly
to abide by his opinions derived from Scripture,
there is room enough in the world for all to
exert themfelves in doing good, without diffe-
rent parties devouring each other., .

I thall bere infert an extra¢t from . the XIth
number of the Anti-Jacobin Review, publithed
laft year. 1 fhall alfo fubjoin a letter I wrote,
in confequence, to the Editors of. that work.
They publithed it, as required, accompanied
with fome remarks to vindicate themielves,
which are unworthy of notice, and without any
apology for repeating the aceufation extra@ed
irom Profefior Robifon’s book, (which they muft
have known to be a falie one), or for the mark-
ed manner of bringing 1t forward.

“ We have reafon to be aflured, that a {e¢t 13
juft now forming in Scotland for the avowed
purpole of fapping the foundation of the Prefby-
terian church, as eftablifhed by law. At the
head of that {ect is the gentleman, who, in the
firft edition of Profeflor Robifon’s Proofs of a
Confpiracy, &c. was {aid to have exprelled his
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readinefs' “ 70 WADE TO THE KNEES IN BLOOD
' FOR THE PURPOSE OF OVERTURNING EVERY ESTA-
BLISHMENT OF RELIGION.” From the poft(cript
to the fecond edition of the Profeflor’s valuable
work, we learn that Mr He—— « difclaims ‘all
fanguinary proceedings;” "and we -do:gbt Tiot,
but, before the hréaking oiit of ‘the French re-
volution, D’Alembert; Didefot, and Condorcet
would ‘have done the fame, The zeal,-howe-
ver, of ‘Mr H. againft-eftablithmients, muft be
very ardent ; for it has prompted him to:fell ‘2
beautiful eftate, and to apply part of the price
to the endowment of a feminary in Glafgow;
for the exprefs purpofe of éducating itinerant
preachers, who may propagate -the -gofpél in
purity wherever itis contaminated by-the balez
ful influence "of eftablifiments.: To the pus
pils of that inftitute we earneftly recommend
an attentive perafal of Mr Ranken’s Effay ; to
the heads of it, who, under the cloak of reli:
gion, have no political iniovations in' view, we
beg leave to recotmimend the two works ‘which
we have already recommended to the author of
the Effay 5 and to pious differiters of ‘every de-
nomination we hefitate not to fay, in the words
of that Effay, that they cdh * gain nothing by
the overthrow of the Eftablithinent, though, in
the general conclufion, they may lofe ‘much;:
eveh their own: éxifténce as religious {ocies
{ies.” R

K

-
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To the EDITUR.

Sir,

In the laft number of the Anti-Jacobin Mas
gazine, 1 oblerve a very extgaprdinﬁry para-
graph, at the end of your Review of Mr Ran-
ken’s Eflay on the Importance of Religious
Eftablithments. That paragragh contains two
afiertions totally unfounded ; and, as they re-
late to me, and implicate my character, I muft
require you to contradi@ them in the fame
public manner in which you have brought
them forward. This you will not helitate to
do if you defire to maintain any regard for
truth, or even the appearance of it, In your
publication.

You have aflerted, that there is a fedt now
forming in Scotland, at the head of which I am,
for the awvoswed purpole of fapping the founda-
tion of the Prefbyterian church as eftablifhed
by law. You have allo {aid, that zeal againfi
Eitablithments has prompted me to fell my
eltate.

Thefe aflertions, Sir, are both abfolutely falfe,
and either your credulity has been impoled
upon, or vou have been led to utter thefe flan,

derous calumnies from {ome improper mo-
tive.
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The pubiic whom you ‘have mifled, muf’},
however, be undeceived ; and, although you
have no title to-dily. conféflion from iné, 1 now
inform you, that while I ufe the liberty of eve:
ry Britifh fubject, ‘to judge for myfelf’ in" mat-
ters of religion, fo far from avowing it; I never
entertained, i my mind, the moft- diftant idea
of fapping the foundation of the: eftabliffied
church ; and that it was riot for this. purpofe 1
{fold my eftate. So much as to what:you have
taken upon yourfelf to affert refpedting mie, . I
(hall add nothing on your want of candour,
in bringing forward, in large letters, with a
{light refutation, if fo it may be called, a ca-
lumny as falfe as thofe alluded to above, which
Profeflor Robion;, without knowing it to be
fuch, put into his book, and afterwards, as you
maft have heard, publicly contradicted in the
newipapers.

I muft requéft you to mfert this lel;ter In
your zext number, and thus, at leaft, fhew your-
{elf as réady to vindicate where you have inju-
red, and to retra& where you have been mifled,
as to ceniure and make public what you con-
ceive to be reprehenfible,

I am Sir, &e;
Epinsuren,

June 26, 1790,
RorerT HaLbANE,
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The ftatement I have given above, concern-
ing my political principles and condu@, which
no man can contradi, are {ufficient, I am per-
{naded, to fatisty all candid perions, although
their opinions thould be different from mine.

1 have ditinctly declared, and now repeat it,
that I do not confider civil government to be an
ordinance of God to man for religion, .the holy
Scriptures containing every rule of duty which,
i matters of religion, mankind are bound to
obferve. In the church of Chrift, the civil
magutrate, as fuch, can never, according to
Scripture, under the New Teftament difpen{a-
tion, have any place. When he enters there,
he muft come, not as 2 magifirate, but as any
other difciple. He muft {fubmit to the rules al-
ready prelcribed by Jefus Chrift, and he muft
aflume no pre-eminence or authority, from bis
official civil fituation, over others, even the mean-
eft flave upon earth. 'This is exprefsly deter-
mined by the great Head of the Church. It 1s
recorded, that when there was a ftrife among
the difciples, reipecting pre-eminence In his
kingdom, Jefus called them, and faid unto
them, “ Ye kuow, that they which are account-
ed to rule over the Gentiles, exercife lord{hip
over them, and their great ones exercife autho-
rity upon them. But fo fhall it not be among
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you.” ~ And, in another place, * Be not ye cal.
led Rabbi; for one is your mafter, even Ghrift;
and. all ye are brethren.”. "In fhort, not  hint
is given'in the word of .God, that the- regula-
tion of any thing belonging to the churches of
Chrift, forms a part of the objedt of civil | go-
vernment 3 but, on:the contrary, every thing
is already fettled, and -publifhed in the Sciip-
tures refpecing- church-communion, and: reli-
gious condud, individually and colle&tively, to
diret the Chriftian, or Chriftian focieties, by
the paramount authority of God-himfelf. - -

Let no one conceive, that it proceeded from
ignorance of . the letter of the Scriptures, that
the compilers of the Confeflion of Faith, conld
only refer to one paflage in the New Teftament,
to {upport the doctrine they have advanced,
concerning the power of the magiftrate in
religions matters. The pafflage they have
quoted, is the -account of Herod calling:toge-
ther the priefts and fcribes, to confult them
concerning the place of Chrift’s birth, witha de-
fign to murder him ! This example, whatever
had been Herod’s intention, and by whatever
authority he had called them together, does
not even belong to the Old Teftament difpen-
{ation, far lefs to.the New.

Upon the other hand, as to civil matters, I
have declared, in the fulleft and moft explicit
manner, what, I am perfuaded, is the Scripture
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doftrine refpecting government, as an ordinariée
of God ; and have ftated, plainly and- unequi-
vocally, my {fentiments with regard to the duty
of fubmiffion to it, under whatever form.: 1
can add nothing ftronger to what 1 have already
{faid on that {ubject. '

I once more repeat, that I am a fincere well-
wither to the ftability of our prefent governs
ment. I can alfo truly fay, that I never 16
fully appreciated the value of the Britifh con-
fhtation, as I did laft year, when-fo firong a de-
fire to perfecute, {feemed to prevail ; and while, .
under its protection, I was living {ecure from
the 1ndecent violence of the General Aflembly
of the Church of Scotland, and from the effets
of the unmerited hatred and anger, their Ad-
monition had excited in the breafts of many,
againft my friends and myfelf. 1 have often
felt this with great force.

With cheerfulnefs I obey the government of
this country, and blels Ged for its many advan-
tages, and I am particularly grateful for the
liberty of confcience it recognizes. May God
avert any dimunution of our religious privileges;
which would weaken the attachment of thou-
iands to the government, occafion the emigra-
tion of multitudes, and flling the prions with
people of a new defcription, would open the

door, In the end, to proceedings perhaps littlé
expected by its prime movers, and at which,
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many of' them, I .doubt. not;: would {hudder'
Were thextolerauon n the imalleft degree, once
violated, which his. prefent Majefty has frequent:
ly given: his folenin affurance fhall. never hiethe
cafe, no- line: could be drawn, and. the. ‘whole
would n time, though perhaps. very gradually,
be fet afide, - The: full freedom’ of Worfhlp, {o
properly afforded: to the Roman Catholics;. was
certainly a mofi. pohtlcs, wife, and juft meafure.
No harm: has arnien from it, but, on- the contra-
ry, much good... ‘The oppofition that was made
to that meafure, by the people of England and
Scotland, ftands recorded as 3 mortifying exhibi-
tion of human ignorance and prejudice, - By men
of all ranks, and of .every degree of information,
with, however, many: noble exceptions, a very
general oppofition was raifed to the granting
religious toleration, and freedom. of worthip; to
their fellow creatures |- When knowledge is at-
rainable, ignorance of duty is a crime ; and {el-
dom has more ignorance been difplayed, both of
the letter and {pirit of the word of God, than.was
manifefted upon that ocgafion,-by thofe at leaft
who oppofed itinareligious point of view., Many
of thefe were good men.and no doubt they meant
well 5 but. truly they knew not what manner
of {prit they were of. - The Britith leglﬂature
however, was more enlightened, and.judged
more wifely In the matter; and the unahenable' |
right of confcience, which is beyond-the:domi-
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nion of man, becanié beyond his ¢ontroul, was
recognized and acknowledged in the cafe of
the Roman Catholics. - '

Without aflerting, what all muft concede,
that there 1s not one expreflion or example In
the whole Bible, to countenanceé any kind of
religious perfecution, under the New Teftament
difpenfation, upon whatever pretence, experi-
ence has proved, whether govérnmeént, or thole
who oppoled the meafure, were il the right.
The Roman Catholics of Britain "have fince
thewn themielves as loyal and faithful {fubjes,
as thofe who oppofed them. Their attachment
to a government mult have been greatly in-
creafed, which defended and prote@ed them
againft the intolerant bigotry of alimoft a whole
nation. . T

I truft there are many Chriftians of the pre-
fent day, as well as numbers who thén joined
againft the religious liberty of the Roman Ca-
tholics, who have not « {o learned Chiift,” and
who do not now fo grievoully milunderftand
the Scriptures, as to defire to fupport his rel:-
gion by perfecution, or injuftice. |

The General Affembly of the Church of Scot-
land, although they joined in the popular cry,
espreflfed and recorded 1n their meeting, May
24. 1779, the following fentiments refpecting
toleration. |

“ The General Affembly of the Church of
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§cotk—in& having taken into: their ferious confi+
deration,-the’ pubhc alarm excited in. this part

of the unlted kingdom,. ﬂom an apprehenﬁon-ﬁ
of .an.intention, to. repeal the, laws enacted to.

pre\*ent the. growth of .popery, thmk, it them‘
duty, to make this. pubhc declaration: of thexr

"-1--.-|~.. #

fenuments on a fubje& on which the,,mtereﬂr&

concerned, Whlle they, exmef& thelr gratuude

to Prowdence for-the. 1nﬁajuqble prmlege& en-

joyed by this natmnal church; and-the fecurlty
afforded to the proteﬁant 1ehglon by eﬁabhfh-
ed laws, they declare their firm. attachment to
the principles of civil and religious hberty, and
their earneft,defire, ”tb,az,f univerfal toleration. mgd

liberty of confcience may be (;xtergdéd ta -frotf;ﬂazzrf

of every denomination.”

If the General Affembly of the. Church of
Scotland, now «Jlhere to thefe {entiments, it
will be the laﬁ thmg they mll Lhmh of,.. to at-
tempt 1o countenance .or. ﬁlr P “the- bafieful
{pirit of perfecution, Whlch havmg {o longi‘dlf

graced. Europe, and fhed torrents of blood, has,
to the general peace of all, been now re[’ualned_

for many years, but if again let loofe,; woulil

ipeedily rekindle thofe murderous flames, which

humanity fondly hoped had been ettmgulﬂmd
1.01 EVET,

In the prefent times, and owing to the late-

hequmt political difcuflions, the Scripture doc-
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trine upon civil government has p'efha‘ps bees
more ftudied and better underftood by Chri-
{tians, than ever it was before, fince the Refor-
mation ¥, and I believe there never was a time,
when, upon more {olid and fcriptural grounds,
they held the duty of fubmiffion {o facred as
they do at prefent.

The excellent fermons by Mr Ewmg and Mr
Braidwood +, which on this head fpeak the fen-
timents of all of us altuded to in the Paftoral
Admonition, without one exception known to
me, declare this to be the cafe. .

We can certainly alfo fay with Tertullian,
the apologift of Chriftians 1n the third century; .
after he had refuted the #fual calumny of Chri-
fiians feeding upon infants in their fecret meei-
mgs . * NOTHING IS MORE FOREIGN TO US THAN
POLITICAL CONCERNS.” We can, with him al{o,
affirm, “ how readily and confcientioufly we pay
all taxes, without that {pirit of fraud, deceit and
evafion, whieh {o many fhew in thefe matters.”

* The do&rine of Pafive Obedience, preached m former

times, was maintained on very different grounds from thofe on

which the {ebmiffion of Chrifiians to civil government 1s refl-
cd 1o the Seriptures,

+ See Mr Braidwood’s Sermon, preached in the Baptift
Meeting-houfe, Richmond.Court, Edinburgh, Aug, 4. 17799,
entitled, Lovalty Enforced by Arguments which are Found-
ed upon Juft Views of Civil Govercment.
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By our fentiments we are fitted to live .quietly
under any government. Indeed it would be a
clear proof that thefe were not derived from
the Bible; unlefs they would fuit any country
and” any government that ever did or may ex:
it. While, however, for the realons given, we
would fubmit to all governments, without at-
tempting.to interfere, in altering their arrange-
ments, we are only called to approve of what 1s
good in any of them, Approbation and {fub-
miffion in politics are wholly different, Faith.
fully to pradife the latter, by no means implies
the former, The Chriftian can approve of no-
thing, however fanCtioned, which does not ex-
adtly comport with the revealed will -of God.
He remembers that in the law of his God it
is faid, “ Wo unto them that call evil good,
and good evil; that put datrknefs for light, and
light for darknefs; that put bitter for {weet,
and {weet for bitter.” - While hls duty refpe&.‘
ing fubmiffion to government is clearly pomted
out, he is taught to keep at a diftance from
party-fquabbles, and a party-{pirit, which would
gnaw like a worm at the root of ajl godlinefs;
and while he avoids the paths of worldly ambi-
tion, and fits loofe to the little arrangements of
time, he will regard' the hiftory of nations, and
the events of the day in which he lives, as thofe -
operations of Providence by which the Lord is _
carrying forward, ‘and unfolding his mighty
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plan, to haften the comingof that kingdom
which fhall never be deftroyed.

I would now clofe the whole, by addrefling
my fellow-Chriftians with whom I a&, in the lan-
guage of the apoftle Peter, « although they al-
ready know, and be eftablifhed in the prefent
truth,” « Submit yourfelves to every ordinance -
of man for the Lord’s fake ; whether it be to the
king as {upreme, or unto governors, as unto them
that are fent by him for the punifhment of evil-
doers, and for the praile of them that do well:
for so 1s THE wiLL oF Gop, that with-well-doing
ye may put to filence the ignorance of toolifls
men. As free, and not ufing your liberty for
a cloak of malicioufnels, but as the fervants of
God. Honour all men. Love the brotherhood.
Fear God. Honour the king.” “ The eyes of
the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears
are open unto their prayers. But the face of
the Lord isagainft them that do evil. And who
15 he that will harm you, if ye be followers of
that which is good ? But, and if ye {uffer for
righteoufnels fake, happy are ye; and be not
afraid of their terror, neither be troubled ;
but fanctity the Lord God 1n your hearts, and
be ready always to give an anfwer to every
man that aiketh you a reafon of the hope that
is in vou, with meeknefs and fear. Having a

+*

cood confcience, that, whereas they fpeak ewil
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of you, as of evil-doers, the); may be afhamed,
that falfely accufe your good converfation in:
Chrift. For it is better, if the Wﬂl of God be
{o, that ye f{uffer for well-.dmng, than for evil-
doing.” *If ye be reproached for the name of
Chuift, happy are ye; for the fpmt of glory and.
of God refteth upon you: on their part he is
evil fpoken of, but on your part he is glonﬁed .
But let none of you fuffer as a murderer, or as
a thief, or as an evil-doer, or 35 a bgfy-body |
in other men’s matters. Yet, if any man fuffer
as a Chriftian, let m not be athamed, but let
him glorify God in this behalf.”

Thele, and the other exhortations of the apo-
ftles of Chrift, exprefs my fentiments refpeing
obedience to civil government, and the rules
of condu@ to be obfesved in civil fociety ; and
I pray God, that I and my friends may be al-
ways enabled to act upon them,
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Appress from the SociETy for Propagatin

F
!

the GospEL at Home.

+

iy

The Society for 'P4~opgga'i{irzgltbe Gofpel at Home, to
the Faithful in Chrift Fefus:- |

Dzar BrRETHREN,

IN the prefent eventful period, many things concur to
attra&t your attention. You fee © the Lord coming
out of his place to punifh the nations.” You hear of
¢ wars and rumours of wars.” ¢ Upon the earth is dif-
trels of nations, with perplexity, mens hearts failing them
for fear, and for looking after thofe things which are com-
ing on the earth.” But a more pleafing object prefents it-
{elf to your view, namely, the exertions which Chriftians
are now making to {pread the knowledge of their Lord
and Saviour Jefus Chrifl, and which are unequalled in the
annals of modern times. o |
Miflionaries are either on the way, or already engage

in « preaching repentance and remiffion of fins! 1n every
quarter of the globe. The attention of Chriftians of evea

A
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ry denomination has been called to the fituation of t'h;éir
perifhing heathen brethren. They have confefled, that

they were © verily guilty” in remaining fo Jong ma&we ;
and whilft they lament the time they have loft, they féem

determined, by future diligence, to make theu' much ne-
gle@ed brethren every repardtion in their power. Inftead
of ftriving about words to no profit, they have united to
oppofe the common enemy. May the Lorn himfelf che.
rifh the flame of zeal he has kindled, and may the ever-
lafting gofpel ere long, according to the commiflion given

by the Lorp to his dilciples, be preached to every crea-
ture under heaven !

“But whilft the attention of Chriftians has been drawy

towards the hLeathen, they have not been unmindful of
their brethren at home many of whom are likew:{e ¢ pe-
rithing for lack of knoWledge.” In our land, multitudes
are going down to the grave “ with a lie in their right
hand,” thioking themielves Ghriftians, becaunfe born 1n
what 15 c2lled a Chriftian conntry. The low {tate of re-
ligion, and the neceflity of adopting meafures for domeftic
inftruction, gave many a plailfible handle to decry foreigs
miffions. It even damped the zeal of fome pious people,
who were ready to exclaim, We bave beathens enough at
bome. T'hat there are many {uch, 15 a melancholy but un-
doubted falt. Inftead, however, of neglecting their coun-
trymen, while they attempted foreign mnflions, Chril-
tians have been led to make uncommon exertions to pre-
mote religlon at home, fince their attention was fo gene-
rally dire@ed to the flate of the heathen. Many Sabbath
{chools hiave been eredted, thoufands of religrous tralts have
been circulated, and the gafpel has been preached: both in
villages 2nd 1n the ftreets of many towns 1n Scotland.
Various aflociatione have been lately formed in England to
{pread the knowledge of falvation in our native land, nor
have fuch endeaveours been hitherto without effedt.

While we fincerely pray for the fuccefs of every {ocie-
ty whofe views are direCted to the propagation of the gof-
pel, we cannot but remember, that much remains to be
done. ‘¢ Lhe harveft 1s plenteous, and {till the labourers
are few.” We therefore call your attention to a new and
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itaportant, inftitation, namely, a: Society. which has for its
objet to:promote the knowledge of the gofpﬁl at Home. .

The plan of this Sotiety 1500w fubmitted: to:yqut:ton=
fideration:  It:is.not. our: deﬁgn to. form ot td>extend the
mﬂuenca of any: fe. .Ourfole-intentionis. ’to make’knowa
the. everlaﬁmg gofpel of ionr Lord. ]efus Ghntt.:. OE the
unfpeakable importance of: fuch-an undertakmg, no-Chrifs.
tian can -be. infenfible. " With .confidence therefore, bre-
thren, we call ppon-you fot.afliftance.” We: folicit 'your
prayérs; your-adyice,  and fupport.. The. extent of the.
Society’s operations v w:ll ‘under:God, depend lpon-your i
berality.. You have hltherto t abounded in this! grace,”’
nor-have: you-had reafon to regret .what you have thus
“ lent to.the Lord.” .Continue to. ¢ devife liberal things,
and . by:liberal, things. you -thall ‘ftand.”. - There -is-that
* fcartereth, and yet increafeth'; and there is that wuh-
holdeth: more than is meet; and it tendeth to 'poverty.”

You cannot be ignorant of: the: wretched ftate of thou..
fands of your countrymien -in’ refpe& of religion. :: : With
the feriptures in.théir hands, (whlch i3 doubtlefsan aggra-
vation. of their. gmit), they: are.as.ignorant.of the way of
falvation as the natives of Otaheite.. . The Bible isto them
as a % treafure- in the hands of a-fool.” They.feldom.or
gever hear the pure:unadulterated: doérines of. the gofpel,
and being unaccuftomed to refletion and fludy, they will
not examine for thémfelves. Thismakes them doubiy the
objects of your-compaffion.. - Confider their fituation.. | Do
hot pafs by, like the prieft and levite, but, like ‘the good
Samaritau, haften to their affiftance. ¢ If thou fothear to
deliver them that are drawn unto death; and thofe that sre
ready to be flain; if thou fayeft, Behold 'we knew it not; -
doth not he that pondereth the heart confider it? and he
that keepeth the foul, doth he. not know. it ? ~and fhall he
not render to every one according to his works?” ¢

You, brethien, know the terrors of the Lord, and you
ae convineed that the “ wrath of God abideth on the chil
dren of dlfobedlence.”‘ You remember the time when you
yourfelves were foolifh, difobedient, deceived, ferving dio
vers lufts and pleafures ; and you. blefs the Lord that, hli.'
ving heard and believed the meflage of recenmhauou,“
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vou zie now ¢ made heirs according t6the hope of eters
nal life.”” And can you regard with indifference-the fitua.
tion of your perifhing conntrymen ? From thofe to whom
the ¢ gofpel of our Lord Jefus is foolifhnefs;,” we expect
no fupport. To whom then can-we look: for 1t,;- but -to
you ? What an honour, if by your means, fintiers fhall be
< converted from the error of .their way, and founls {aved
from death !” ¢ The blefling of him. that was ready to pe-
rith fhall come upon you.” - Aud-thould :you not cheer~
fully affit in an undertaking, mvolvmg confequences fo
. important to the {ouls of men? '

Brethren, ¢ the time 1s fhort.” Whatfoever, therefore,
your hands find to do, do 1t with your might.. Let 1t not
always be faid, that « the children of this world are wifer
in their generation than the children of light.”. Had we
brought forward fome plaufible method of enriching our-
{elves and others, encouragement would not have: been
wanting, The ¢ true riches” have: been committed” to
your care; and will you not endeavour to communicate
them to others? “ ¥reely you have received, freely give.”’
Having yourfelves heard the glad tidings-of {alvation, like
the woman of Samaria, Invite your countrymen to the Sa«
viour of finners. Remember that the Lord Jefus has {aid,
¢ Whofoewer {hall do his commandments, and’ teach tbem,
fhall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”

We are fenfible of our unworthinefs to be-employed in
the Lord’s fervice and of our unfitnefs for the work : But,
in a humble dependence on the grace of the Saviour, we
engage In the arduous underteking. Bretliren, pray ‘for
as, that in meeknefs and lowlinefs of {pirit, with holy zeal
and fortitude, with patient perfeverance and finglenefs -of
heart, we may be guided 1n the path of duty.

In employmg Iunerants, Catechifts, or others, we do
not confider ourfelves as conferring ordination upon them,
or appointing them to the paftoral office.  We énly pro-
pole, by ferding them out, to {fupply the means of grace
wherever we perceive a deficiency, and 1n this way of ap-

plying our funds, to ufe our judgment, both in choofing
labourers, and 1n pointing out the nature and {phere of their

labours. Our 1ntentions may be milreprefented. We do
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not expe& to efcape oppofition.  Nor fhall you, brethrefy
while engaged in.the Lordls. {ggice, efcape .the. “.{courge -
of the tongue.” . Men may “ {peak many things againft you
falfely for Chrift’s fake.” But“if ye be reproached for the
name of Chrift,-happy ‘dre.ye:; i forithe fpirit:of glory .and
of God refteth on you : yon their .part_he is:evil fpoken of;
but on your. part he is glorified.” * Did. the  Lord. himfelf
« endure the. crofs, defpifing the:fhame,” for. your fakes,
and will-not you ““takte .up your;crofs and-follow him 22!
You may alfo fuffer from the prejudices of fome of your
Chriftian brethren, .who, ‘mifunderftanding 'your.: purpofe,
and alarmed-at the appearance:of lnriovation, althoiigh ear-
neftly:defirous. of -the ipread, of,the: gofpel,; may. not at
once approve your defign. .:But :let: none;of:, thefe things
move. you, . Having 1in:view. the . falvation . of .immortal
fouls, let, nothing deter you from. purfuing,:fo-interefting
an objett. - Embrace the prefent .opportunity of exeriing
yourfelves,in the.fervice of your blefled Lord...As the
peaceful followers.of - the Prince: of. peace;. endeavour..to
promote,the real good: of - your :country, . by.;ﬁi;ﬁ‘gﬁgg the
knowledge, of the grace .of .God in.Chrift. Jefus,: which a-
lone effeltually . ¢ teacheth. men:ito -deny, dngodline(s. and
worldly lufts,” and to.live quiet -:and. peaceable. lives, ;in
all godlinels.and honefty.” .. Thus fhall you “ mgke ryour
light to {hine before men,” and.others, ¢ feeing your.good
works,” fhall glorify their heavenly. Father in the day of
their merciful vifitation. The Lord bath faid, ¢ Occupy
till I come.” - < Therefore, beloved brethren; berye fted-
faft, unmoveable, always abounding in.the work:.of the
Lord, forafmuch -as ye know-that your labour.is not in
vam In the Lord.” .. S T

f

"By Order of the SOCIETY, r; .
Fdiﬂburgh, | ‘ ’ ' v i
I&Il. ) o I?ga_
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FOoHN RITCHIE, Secretary.:
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CENERAL DESI&N 3 _' -
I. The Society {ha]l be called THE SGCIEEIT FoR PRDPA=- *
GATING THE GOSPEE AT HoME'; and fhall ‘be compofed
of perfons of every denomination; holdmg nmty of falth 1n
the lezding doftrines of Chn{’uamty.
" 1. The funds of the Society {hall arife from the ve]un-
tary contributions of Members; or others. N. B. The So-
etety fhall confider themfelves at liberty to apply all;ddnaz
tions, 25 well as annual fubfcriptions; to lmmediate ufe, ex=
cept when the donors otherwife diret.
11. The objed of the Society is, by every propér means;
to promote religious knowledge at home and this fhall be

the only fubje&t of difcuffion at theu' meetmgs. “For thls
purpofe, they propofe,

1/2, To employ approved men as itinerant ‘preachiers; to
whom 2 certain difirict thall be aﬂigned atid who fhatl re-
gularly correfpond with, and teceive inftructions from the
Scciety.

2d, To encourage Ichools, efpemally Sabbath fchools,
throughout the country.

3d, To promote the reading of the Scnptures cirevlate
picus tracls, and eftablifh libraries of books on’ pradtical
religion.

1k, To correfpond with, and, when neceflary, to defray
the expences of {uch mlmﬁers or others approved by the
Soctety, as may be willing to preach’'in towns and villages
in the neighbourhood, on Sabbaths or week days. N. B.
Such to fend regular quarterly reports to the Society.

5th, To correfpond with any Societies or individuals who
have the fame objet in view. In thort, to adopt any ap-
proved plan of religious-inftruion.
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I A General Meetmg nf 1he Somety fhall be held on
the fecond Thurfday of every qnarters Cr e et

11. At the.general-megtiog in_Janaary, 1 the Soelety thall
¢led a Secretary, Treafurer, Clerk; and, fill .up. the Coms
mittee of Directors, which fhall confift of twelve, ..

11, The Secretary, Treafurer and Clerk, Ihall e qﬁm,- -
be members of the Committee, - -+ .. .

1V.: The prefent Committee fhall continue txll ;he meet-
jog in.January 1799, when one thlrd of the Diredors fhall
g0 ont, and fhall afterwards continue to_do fo,, every. ﬁ:;
months, by rotation, frooy the:top ¢ of the lit.i.. . ;7

V. No member.of the Committee. of, Dire&ors ﬁlall be
re-ele@ed till one year at leaft after he. gaes olut,..

VI. Every meeting of the Society or Commtttee ﬂlall
be begun and ended w1th prayer.. .- N

VIl. The Committee fhall hold fiated monthly meetmgs
on the firft Tuelday of every month, at five o’clock after
noon, ‘and fhall have power to: adloum from txme tp_time,
as bufinefs may require.:

VIIL. It fhall be the duty of the Commlttee ta colle&
arrange, and circolate whatever information. they y: may

judge important refpe&mg the obje& of  the Society, and
to execute the plans: deternnned upon. by the general. meets
ing.

[X. If between the ordlnary eneral meetmgs ‘of the
Society, any bufinefs fhall occur, Whlch admits not of de-
lay, and involves important confequences, the’ ;Secretary,
by direftion of the Committee, fhall call an extraordinary
general meeting, and-fhall lay the matter befare them.
Such bufinefs fhall be fpecified in the intimation. .-

X. The Committee fhall regularly give in a Iepott of
their pmceedmgs to the.Saciety.

X1 It {hall be the duty of the. Secretary to carry on

the corte{pondence of the Society.

X1I. The Treafurer thall annually lay before the So-
ctety an account of their receipts and difburfements, wn,th
a {late of their funds ; and they fhall either examine thig
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account and ftatement in open meeting, or appoint for that
purpofe a {pecial Committee, none of thé members of which
{hail belong to the ordinary Committee for the year.

XI1I1. It fhall be the duty of the Clerk to record the
minutes of the Society. |

X1V. At the end of every year, or oftener 1f neceffary,
the Society ihall publifh acconnts of their plans and pro-
ceedings, recelpt and expenditure, and communicate every
information which may be material for enabling theig
Chriftian brethren to judge of their condu& and fuccefs
znd fhall requeft the aid of their prajers, ‘of their advice and
of their {ubftance, as individuals, as focieties, and as con-
gregarions.

XV. Sermons may occafionally be preached, and cols
leftions made for the henefit of the 1nftifution.

ADMISSION OF MEMBERS,.

I. Every perfon who is propofed for admiflion, muft be
2 b-nefadtor to the Society, and thall declare his full ap.
p1 cation of every article in the printed regulations under
the head, General Defign,

il New members {hall be prapofed, and their election
made, at 32 General Meeting of the.Society.

I1l. No perfon fhall be propofed for admiffion, and e-
le€ted 2 member at the {ame meeting.

IV. The eleftion of members fhall be made by ballot,

and the member. propofed {hall be approved of hy ﬁve-
fixths of the members prefent.

ITINERANT PREACHERS AND CATECHISTS,

1. No perfon thall be employed as an itinerant, withoug
being previoully examined and approved of by the Society.

II. Every Itmnerant muft keep a regular journal of hig
proceedings, which fhall be tranfmitted monthly to the
Soclety.

I Gatechifts fhall make regular reports once a-quars
ter, accarding to nftructions given them by the Society. -
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1V. When:an Itinerant-is fent out, 2. ‘méetiiig of ‘the
Soclety fhall.be held for the putpofe-of: recommendmrr him:
by prayer: to:the blefling; glhdance and. prdte&mn of the:'
Grreat. Head of the: Churt:h SRRINEHSHINE IR0 11 L SN O

‘,. - ‘-'1.
'.-‘ .L:f‘; .:""f" |' v i

GENERAI. REGULATIONS FOR ITINERANT & mmceees
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I They are to Avoid enirely fpeakmg on politics; ei
ther in public o 1\prwate. i

I1. They are bot to fhew -4 preference to any denomi-
nation of ‘Chriftians, either eftablithed or diffenting, but
exhort the people to attend wherever the gofpel is preach-
ed 1N purity.

'~ III. They are t6 endeavour to ﬁren then the hands of
all faithful minifters of ]efus Chrift of whatever denomis

pation; and, as far as:they can, difcourage all bitter party
{pirit, wherever they difcover 1t among Chrittians.

IV. They aré never to' make any colleftion from the
people, unlefs exprefsly authonfed by the Somety.

PRAYER-MEETINGS.

1A meetm of the Sociéty for prayer fhall be held on
the firft Tuefday of every month, at half paft fix'o *clock

afternoon.

I1. The Chairman of the Cothmittee for the evening
fhall begin the meeting by reading a portmn of. Scnpmre.
- II. He {liall name threec to engage n prdyer; cach
Perfou after prayer, to give otit a part of a plaim.

_ N. B. Any, propofal to alter or add to the above regu--
Jations, muft lie upon the table one quarter of a year at
leaft 5 and, in order to its being adopted, muft be approv-

ed of by two thirds of the members prefent Lo

_-I—_

The foﬂowmg adverufement Was mft:l‘ted 1n the [\’ i{w
fionary and Evangehcal Magazings.

TuE Society For PrOPAGATING THE GospEL AT I—Ioim,
defirous of immediately commencing their operations, €are
B
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account and flatement 1n open méeting, or appoint for that
purpofe a fpecial Committee, none of the members of which-
{hail beloag to the ordinary Committee for the year.

XII1. It fhall be' the duty of the Clerk fo record the
minutes of the Society.

X1V. At the end of every year, or oftener if neceflary,
the Society {hall publifh acconats of ‘their plans and pro-
ceedings, recelpt and expenditure, and communicate every
information which may be matenal fDr enabling theig
Chriftian brethren to judge of their cgndu& and fuccefs :
and fhall requeft the aid of their prayers, of their advice and
of their {ubftance, as individuals, as focieties, and as con-
gregarions

XV. Sermons may occafionally be preached, and col«
leftions made for the henefit of the inftifution.

ADMISSION OF MEMBERS. - |

I. Every perfon who is propofed for admiffion, muft be
a b-nefactor to the Society, and fhall declare his full ap-
p1 cation of every article in the printed regulations under
ke hizad, General Defign,

il New members (hall be propofed, and their eleition
made, at 3 General Meeting of the.Society.

I{1. No perfon fhall ke propofed for admiffion, and e-
le@ted a2 member at the {fame meetmg
IV. The eleCtion of members fhall be made by ballot,

and the member. prepofed fhall be approved of hy ﬁve-
{ixths of the members prefent.

ITINERANT PREACHERS AND CATECHISTS.

I. No perfon fhall be employed'as an Itinerant, without
being previoully examined and approved of by the Society.
il Every ltinerant muft keep a regular journal of his

proceedings, which fhall be tranfmitted monthly to the
SOCIELY.

{11 CGatechifts {hall make regular reports once a-quars
ter, according to mftructions given them hy the Society. -
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1V. When an Ttinerant. is- fent - ont;- 'h‘ﬁieeiiiig" of :the
SOCIE[ ihall be held forthe purpofe-of: reeommendlnw him:
by prayer: to the blefling; glhdﬁnce add prote(ftlbn of the:
Great Head of the<Churthi: - ool g il s
K o L':q"f" ‘ :.}}i
GENERAL REGUI.ATIONS FoRr ITINERAﬁT PREA;:HERS
SR Ami GATE‘éms'rs. | R

- Noov a4 T 1 l- - -
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I. They dre to Avoid entirely fpeakmg on’ pélltlcs', el

ther in pubhe ot 1\prlvate -

I1. They are ot to fhew & preference to any denomi-
nation of "Chriftians, either eftablithed or dlﬁ'eutmg, but
exhort the people to attend-wherever the gofpel 1s preach-
ed 0 purlty

* 111, They dre to endeavouir to firengthen the hands of
all faithful minifters of Jefus Chrift of whatever denomi-
pation; and, as far as-they can, difcourage all bitter party
{pirit, wherever they difcover 1t among Chriftians..

IV. They aré never to' make any colleion from the
people, unlefs exprefsly authonfed by the Somety

PRAYER-MEETINGS.

LA meetmg of the Sociéty for prayer ﬂnall be held on
the firlt Tuefday of. every month, at half paft fix o’clock
afternoon.

I1. The Chairman of the Committee For the. evenmg
{hall begin the meeting by reading a portion of. Scripture;

II1. He f{hall name-three to engage in prayer; each
perfon after prayer, to give olt a part of a pfalm.

N. B. Any propofal to alter or add to the above regu-
lations, muft lie upon the table one quarter of a year at
leaft 5 and, in order to its being adopted, muft be approve-
ed of by two thirds of the members prefent. |
: 1-'

The follewmg advemfement was infetted in the N' it
fionary and Evangehcal Magazmes

THE SocIETY For PROPAGATING-THE GosPEL AT HOME,
defirous of immediately commencing their operations, ¢are
R
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neftly entreat fuch perfons as are willing . to labotiir under
their infpection, to fignify their intention, as {foon as poflis
ble, to the Secretary. It will be alfo neceflary to tranf«
mit fufficient teftimonials of their approved piety and.as
bihity.

The Secretary was dire&ed to correfpond with the va-

rious Societies in England whofe general objeét appeared
to be fimilar. 3

No. I11.

LETTER of INsTRUCTIONS from the SOCIETY
for Propagating the GosPEL at Home, to
their Itinerant Preachers and Catechifls.

DearLy BeLovep BroTaes,

DEEPLY interefted in you, and in the fuccefs of that high-
iy important work with which you are entrufted, we, your
brethren in Chrift, in the bowels of Chriftian affeétion,
beg your ferious attention to the following Inftrutions,

which we hope, by the blefling of God, may be of ufe to
you in the courfe of your labours.

In the firf? place, we remind you of the unfpeakable
smagnitude of the fervice in which you are employed. Un-
lefs the habitual impreflion of this abide on your heart,
you will be extremely apt to do ¢ the work of the Lord
negligently.” Confider then, we befeech you, that you
are engaged in ap undertaking peculiarly important. It
is admitted that many of our countrymen are fitting in
darknefs, and in the region and fhadow of death, either
entirely regardlels of the great {alvation, or adopting mi-
flaken and dangerous opinions, fubverfive of the pure and
fimple gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift.---Our fouls com-
miferate their fituation: And we fend you out, dear bro-
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¢her, that, by your falfilling, with- perfevering zeal.and fia:
delity, the duties of-your: office, you may be the honoured;
snftrument of ¢ opening their eyes, of turning. them from.:
darkaefs to.light, and. from the power of Satan to'God, that
they may receive forgivenels of fins, and an inheritancg,
among them who are fandtified by faith in Jefus’ Chnift.” -
We cannot but be. greatly-concerned, dear brother, that:
you may well pnderitand the nature,  and feel-‘the, weight;
of this fervice to which the Lord, in his proyidenge, has
called you. We befeech you frequently to revolve it 1n-
your (ecret meditations., Through the deceitfulnefs of our-
hearts, we are apt, in fome degiee, to lofe an impreflive.
fenfe of the importance of.duty. Ceafe not . to pray, that
the awful truths revealed concerning 3 futnre everlafting
ftate, may be ever prefent ta your: own mind. - While
men ¢ know not God, and-obey not tha.gofpel‘.of; our Lord
Jefus Chrift,” they are every moment expofed to the exe-
cution of the condemning fentence: of the righteous law- of
God ; from which there i1s no deliverance but by the. be-
lief of the truth. = Asa mean it the hand of. J'E-novm'_{ Om-
nipotent, you are called, by the publication of the gofpel,
to refcue immortal fouls from this ‘merited deftruction,
Your attually beholding -your brethren perifhing in their
I ill increafe your. conviction-of ‘the
e importance of being:inftrumental in-plucking
‘brands- from the burning.” Think, we-befeech
you, think continually, on the unfpeakable magnitnde of
this work. ~Though only fuccefsful in gaining to the dae
viour one folitary imdividaal; how incalculable the scquifi- -
. Lo ‘ S

tion !'-- - . -

In the ﬁecam} place, we hég ymi:r'par_ticulart attention to-
the manner in which you are-to condut y’oﬁr},miﬂjdn.'
For this purpofe-you are ilready. furnithed with general

hrutions in the printed Tules of the Society. Onithele
N

we will make a2 féw remarks. -+ ¢ x

The fir/? of them contains an injunétion entirely to avoid
fpeaéing’an'r!ommi:s‘eitbar it public or in; private. 1 On
'his we hope it is unneceflary to fay much. - Your own
cood {enfe will convince you of the propriety - of  firiltly
adhering toit. By the law of Ghrift, Ghriftians are’bound
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o ““be fubjed to the powers that be;”  to pray for kings’
and 2ll 1n anthority ;*’ and “ to lead quiet and peacéable
lives in 21l godiinefs and honefty.”? -You are cilled to feek
the peace of the land in which you enjoy peace: The'{mall-
eft approach towards fedition, difcovers a- revolt of” heart

rom the authority of Chrift. :--Thefe things teachers of
religion are bound to enjoin, and-to excmpllry in their own
condu. Study therefore to imitateé the example of ]efus
Chrift, whofe kingdom is not of this world. To aé other-
wife muft necefiarily hinder your ufefulnefs ; and we are
per{uaded, that love to the caufe in which you'are embark-
ed, will pro*an you carefully to obferve the utmoft cir-
cum{ peftion of condu&t. Men will be fufliciently dlfpofed
of themlelves to {peak all manner of evil againft you; and
they may even czll you 2 mover of fedition. Takegood heed
to yourlelf therefore in this matter, that you gwe not the
{malleft ground for this accufation. Your work is too in-
tereﬁmg to admit of {uch a departure from its fpmt and
principles.

The fecond general regulation dirells itinerants #o fhew
mo partiality, in ther public charalier, ﬁ;r any deroming-
tion of Chriflians, either eftablithed or dlﬁentlng, but to
exhort the people to attend wherever the gofpel 1s preach-
ed I purity.--- You are fent forth from the'Society, dear
br.ther, to promote, not the intereft of any particular par-
ty, but the caufe of our Lord Jefus Chrift: - It is admitted,
th-t the Lord has his people among the varicus clafles of
profelling Chriftians. ~ Wherever the gofpel 1s preached
in purity, and men confcientioufly aflociate together to cb-
{erve the erdinances of Jefus Chrift, there he vouchfafes
his prefence arnd blefling. We truﬂ the period- haftens,
when the people of God, who are all of one family, who
are partakers of the {ame privileges, and who look forward
to one inheritance, fhall walk together as brethren in unity,
being helpers of each o"‘hers fatth and joy. In the mean
time you are enjoined, as an itinerant from this Society,
not to interfere with the lefler matters in which Chriftians
differ. You are required to know nothing among the
people where vou may be czlled to labour, fave Jefus Chrift
and him crucified. Your great'obja& is, to roufe the at-
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tention of men to their:finful flate by nature; to:their
need of- regeneratwn by the'.mighty: energy of the Spirit
of God ;¢ to the-impoflibility.of -their faying. themfelves
by their own power at -righteoufnefs ; to.the all; fnfﬁcreﬂcy
of the atonement of ]e{us Chrift for the falvation of fiien ;
to the neceffity of believing in him for the remtﬁion of fins;
and to the md:fpenﬁbla obhgatmn .of hohnefs in, heart.and
life.. 'When men are favingly inftruéted in thefe ﬁrﬁ prin-
ciples of the oraclés of God, they will go:on to perfection:
~In the courfe.of your:itinerancy, we recommend to you
to hear thofe minifters only who: preach evange]lcal doca
trine. :Should you happen, however, to. hear :men .of 2
differént defeription,: you are. exprefsly. prohibited: fmm
making perfonal refletions againtt them. - S
You are required by the third general regulatlon, to ens
deavour to. flrengthen thebands.of -.all faithful minifiers of
Fefus Chrift, of  whatever. party.--- A faithfyl minifter of
Jefus Chrift is a precious. charader.  In ftrengthening his
hands, beloved, you effeftnally promote the important end
of your appointment, .. ¥our ftay in any place is tranfient,
bis 1s flationary, - I the Lord. honour you as the happy
inftrument of leading carelefs. people to attend on the means
of grace, what beneficial confequences roay arife from it !
fn the neighbourhood of many of the places thrrmgh 1m.hlt:'h
you pafs, there. may-be:churches.:of fome.denomination,
where the gofpel 1s:preached. .- Endeavour. to get accurate
information..as to: this: and prefs upon all.to whom you
have accefs; the neceffity of attending on divine ordinances.
Tell them of the ineftimable value ?f the gofpel.of. Chrift ;
of their extreme need of it; and of the awful danger of
negledting it. You will I:hus difcover your impartial re-
gard to the caufe of Chrift, and yaur dlﬁntereﬁed love to
precious fouls. -~ .. . . RIS RI
. Nothing is. more: contrary to the .genlus. of Chni’uamty,
than bitter party fpirit.  You are therefore: exprefsly re-
quired to difcourage 1t, fo.far as your influence extends.
Mutual forbearance is the incumbent -duty. of Chrlﬁlans.
Inculcat® this duty on every occafion... Why.fhould: bres
thren fall out by the way to their F ather’s houfe > Bewaré
of gwmg the fmalleft countenance to this pradtice.. = Such
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condu@ is highly unbecoming, efpe¢ially 1o a "Chriftian
Miffionary. Walk in the fteps of your blefled Mafter;
and thus comfort our hearts, while we hear of your meek
and exemplary behaviour,

With: regard to the fourth general regulatmn, never ta
collect any money from the peqple, we prefume 1t -is un-
neceflary to add 2 word. It no doubt gives you peculiar
fatisfaction, that you have it in your pawer to tell your
hearers, that you feek not theirs but therr. Be particu.
larlv watchfnl, that, 1 no inflance;, you difcover a cove-
toas temper. Nothing will more direfily tend ‘to bure
the canfe which the Society has committed 1nto your hands.

Having thus briefly called your attention to the Gene-
ral Regulations of the Society, we will now proceed, in
the fpmt of love, to offer you.-the following Advices.

Study o live ander the vital influence of the truth, Thofe
who are much employed 1a public work, will find it ne-
cefary to give earncft heed to this matter. We truft you
have felt, in your own {oul, the power of divine grace;
ard in the belief of this we have employed you. You will
therefore be fully convinced of the neceflity of attending
to this advice. Much of your comfort 1n the courfe of
vour labours depends upon it. . How thall you comforta.
bly lay the truth before others 1f you difcern not 1ts glory
and feel not its importance ; and how can you.abide i the
lively experience of religion, if you be not frequently eme
ployed in reading and meditating on the word of God ;
1a fecretly poaring out your heart to your heavenly Fa-
ther ; 1n exercifing faich in his promifes ; and :in the o-
ther means whereby the Lord imncreafeth grace in the hearts;
of his children! 7hea are you moft likely to fpeak to the
convitlion and edification of others, when you havethe
deepeft 1mprefiion of divine truth on your.own heart,
Remembering the gall and the wormwood of a natural ftate,
you will befeech men to be reconciled to God and to flee
from the wrsth to come. FEnpjoying the confolations of
the goipel, you will entreat them, by faith 1n Jefus, to tafte
and fee that the Lord 1s good. Reahzing the awful fo-
lemnities of a future ftate, you will warn every man, that
ke cannot efcape if he neglett the great falvation. Thus
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wiil you. go on with comfort in'your own mmd and wu.ﬁ
much probability of fuccefs.

We beg you would frequently. recal to mmd the Q:ef-

tmns, which, in the prefence of God,-and before the 30-
clety, you anfwered to our fatlsfa&zon. We ihall here ins

feft themn -=‘~'H; . : L_ - Y . .1 WL

‘ S o

1. Is it your determination; by the grace’of God; con-
- Jiantly to labour, as the Lord: fhall give you oppor-
tunity, in the important work affigned.you by this
Society, and in ‘that folely, of infirufling yout*
countrymen in the knowledge of falvatwn by Je-
fus Chnafte . . .. A 5

2. We have heard a fatlsfa&ory account ; from ‘out
Committee of your qualifications for- teaching:the
doéirines of falvation: but we folemnly afk you;-in

the prefence of that God who fearcheth the heart,
what are .the motives by which: you are'led to offer
yourfelf for this fervice 2 is:it from fupréme love
to God. our Saviour; from:an’ affe@ionate: cons
cern for.the falvation of: your felllow-finners yandd
fincere defire to promote the Redeemer’s kmgdnm :
and not from aany diflatisfaltion with your former
fituation in life ; from any hope of greater eafe 3
or from any other felfith confideration? . - -~

3. Are you willing to endure hardnefs in thls undet-
taking ; and 1s it your. defire, in the event of op-
pofition, patiently to -commit ycmrfelf to' God in
-well doing?, ~

4. Is it your firm determination, through promifed
grace, implicitly to follow the word of God-as your
rule, and to depend entirely on his blcﬂing for fuc-
cefs 1n your labours ?

Aand, laftly, Do you promife to follow the mﬁruc-
tions given to itinerant preachers and catechifts in
the printed rules of this. Society ; refolving, by’ di-
vine affiftance, to behave in that holy, meek and
prudent manner, which becomes a perfon employa
ed 1n fpreading the religion of Jefus; which fhall
tend to promote your ufefulnels as an 1itinerant;
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and to refle@ honour on the Sociéty by whom you
are fent forth ? » IR

Thefe queftions, whicli relate to the motives from - which
you weré induced to undertake your prefent oflice; and to
the {pirit in which yououghtto purfue it;are highly folemn:
BMuch depends on your alting agreeably to them. We
befeech the Lord to enable you to do fo ; and we earneitly
exhort you, dear brother, to continue mftant 1n, prayer;
that you may be firengthened againft every temptation;
by means of which you might prove unfaithful.

You have faid it 1s your determination to labour cozn-
Santly in the important duties of yout oflice: dee then
that you improve every opportunity of ufefulnefs.: One
foul 1s of more value than the whole world. To be the
means therefore of faving a foul, is a greater acquilition
then 1if we had {ubdued kingdoms. How great the ho-
nour ! Dearly beloved, may it be yours ! | |

You have exprefled your willingnefs to éndure hards
nefs 1n this undertaking. We forewarn you, that difficul-
ties do await vou. If you go on with fidelity and zeal,
Satan will raife oppofition. You may experience the trial
of cruel mockings. Your intentions may be-milreprefent-
ed: and while you breathe peace and good will to men,
you may be branded, like tlie Saviour; as a peftilent fel-
low, perverting the nation. But, beloved, let none of
thefe things move you. Attend to the benediftion of your
great Mafter: ¢ Blefled are ye, when men fhall hate you,
and when they fhall {feparate you from their company, and
fhall reproach you, and caft out your name as evil, for the
Son of Man’s fake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for
10y ; for behold your reward is great in heaven.” Be
not afrzid of their terror, neither be troubled. It 1s {ure-
ly enough for the difciple that he be as his Mallter, and
the fervant as his Lord. If they have called the Malfler
of the houfe Beelzebub, how much more fhall they call
them of his houfehold?---But let none of you fuffer by
your own imprudence or mi{management. This muft add
a fting to your fufferings, and render them extremely bit-
ier.  Commit yourfelf to the care ot that Lord whom you
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ferve, and he will fupport you. He will make your way
clear before you. His promife to Paul is equally addief-
{ed to you, “ My grace is fufficient for you;” gnd with
him allo you have ground to fay, I can doall thlngs
through Chrift ftrengthening’ me.™™ Continue patient; in
well- domg  looking unto Jefus; who, for the } joy that was
fet before him, endured the crofs, defpifing the-fhame, and
15 fet down at the right hand of the throne of God. =~

A Chriftian in this' world is a pllgrlm and a ﬂranger :
a Chridtian Mlﬂionary is foin a pecuharjmanner. Ex-
peét not therefore to meet with every. thing:to your wifh
as to external accommodation.  Your Saviour had not
where to lay his head. On fome occafions, indeed, when
travelling on foot through the cities and villages, of ]udea,
there were friends who kindly welcomed Jefus to their
houfes : at other times, s on his laft j journey to Jerufalem,
when his difciples entered into a village to make ready fog
him, the inhabitants would: not receive him. I llke
manner, fome from whom you'lock for kindnefs, may not
be difpofed to fhew it. Letnot this, however, difcourage
you. Means are in the hand-of the Lord’; nor fhall you
want any thing -that is gnod for you. While you faith-
fully purfue-the great objeét of your appointment, Provi-
dence may raife up friends who fhall count it their honout
to  bring you forward on your journey after a godly
fort.” But'if m{’tead of being received with joy, you
{hould be treated wnh contempt and even thrufl out of the
city, remember that thus it was done to Him, who is Lord
of all. OQur Saviour hath left us the example of being
dead to this world, and all its enjoyments ‘May you
eminently imbibe his fpirit, and walk in his fteps !

We befeech yon, dear brother, to behave, as you fo-
lemnly promifed, in that holy; meek and prudent manaer,
which becomes a. petfon employed in promoting the reli-
gion of ]efus Many eyes.are upon you. Weagh well
every part of your condu®. Walk 1n wiidom tnward
them that'are without, redeeming the time. Watch al-
ways. Ceafe not to -pray, that the Lerd may guide, di-
reét and preferve you. Remember yom‘ own weakne(s
and your liablene(s to fall. In your fituation, humﬂlty

C
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of foirit is peculiarly neceffary. In the ecurfe of your 14s
bours, you will frequently meet with temiptations to pride.
How ddEUEI’DH:: to yleld to the corrupt motions of our
own fpll‘lta, while engaged in the fervice of God ! Pride
will unfit you for your work ; while 1t naturally deftroys
your 1nternal comfort. Be not ambitious of the applaufe
of men. Stop your ear to the voice of flattery. Be con-
tent to decreale, if Ghrift increafe. A fervant of Jefus
Chrift fhould be a charalter exemplary humble. Thofe
whom the Lord exalteth, he abafeth in their own fight.---
Under deep 1mpreffions, then, of unworthinefs and infufhi-
ciency, lift up your eyes, beloved, to the Lord, from whom
cometh your help. Your God, if you truft in him, will
not {uffer your foot to be moved. The Lord fhall preferve
you from zll evil. The Lord fhall preferve your going
cut, and coming in, from this time forth, and éven for
evermore.

Be not difcourzged, though, for a feafon, you fee little
fruit of your labours. It is yOurs to plant and to water,
it 15 the prerogative of God to give the increafe. The
kingdom of God cometh not with obfervation. He whe
blefieth the fpringing of the {eed, and who crowneth the
year with his bounty, will not fall in fulfilling his pro-
mife. © My word, faith JERova#H, fhall not return uuto me
void ; but it {hall accompliih that which 1 pleale, and it
{hall pmfpcr in the thing whereto 1 fent it.”---¢ In the
morning therefore {fow thy feed, and in the evening with-
hold not thine hand ; fer thon knowelt not whether fhall
profper, etther this or that, or whether they fhall be alike

good. lf, by the grace of God, you can adopt the affir-
mation of the apoftle, © We are not as many that corrupt

the word of God but as of fincerity, but as of God, in
the fight of God, fpcak we 1n Chrift ;” you fhall allo have
fe]lowfhip with him in his e}:ultation, ‘“ Now thanks be
unto (od, who always canfethr us to trintmph 1n ChriRt,
and mageth mantiell the {avour of his knowledge by us in
every place.”

We are aware that it is extremely diflicult to lay down
rules applicable to the various circumilances in which you

may be placed. A great deal, therefore, muft be left to
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your own prudent management. Study then to-lhew thy-
{eif approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to
be afhamed, rlghtly dividing the word of truth It 1s im-
poflible that in every cafe you can be under our mfpe&mn.
May you never forget, that you are always under the eye
of God, and that to him you muft give an account !
Mfuch' will our hearts be grieved, 1if, by your mifcon-
dut, reproach fhould be brought on the good work of the
Lord in our hands. O may he preferve you faithful to
the end ! Our prayers as individuals, fhall he daily offer-
ed up for you ; nor fhall we ceafe to pray for you in our
afluciated capacity. And now, we commend you to God,
and to the word of his grace. The good will of Him who
dwelt in the bufh be on you, when for a feafon feparated
from your brethren. Fear not, faith Jefus, I am the firft
and the laft. My peage 1 give unto you; let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. Lo, I am with
you always, even unto the end of the world !---Unto him
who 1s able to keep you from falling, and to prelent you
faultlefs before the prefence of his glory with exceeding
joy ; to the only wife God our Saviour, be glory and ma-
jelty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen,

In name, and by appointment of the Society,
FoHN RITCHIE, Secretary.

Particular INnsTRUCTIONS to CATECHISTS,
as to the manner of conducting their La-
bours.

THE inftruétion of Children in the principles of Chrnifti-
anity, has been juftly confidered as an objeét of the greateit
importance ; and wherever a revival of religion has taken
place, it has been generally obferved, that young people
formed a confiderable proportion of thofe brought un-
der 1ts influence. 1t 1s the wiih of the Society, therefore,
that you bend your attention particularly to children, en-
deavouring to inftil into their minds the doflrines of {al-
vation through a crucificd Redeemer,
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Adopt the moft imple and affeftionate method of com.
municating 1nfiru¢tion. Tell the children that you love
them, 2nd ardently dehire to promote their happinefs ; and
that in no way can this be done effectually, but by leading
them to the true knowledge of themfelves and of Jefus
Chrfl.

Think not that i1t is a mean employment to -inftruct
children. Our Lord Jefus, when on earth, manifefted a
peculiar regard to little ones; he took them up in his
arms, laid his hands on them, and blefled them. 1t 15 a_
device of datan, who 1s unwiliing to quit his prey, to re-
prefent as trifling the mftruétion of youth. We pray
God to give you the zbiding impreflion of its magnitude.
Whea people in early hife are brought to the faving know-
ledge of the truth, the caufe of God 1s even more promot-
ed than by the converfion of adults.

In the courfe of your itinerancy, therefore, collet the
children 1n the firft inftacce, and give them traéts fuited for
them. If they can repeat any queftions or paflages of
Scripture, make thefe the ground-work of your examina-’
tion. Afk them {imple queftions, and endeavour to make
them underftand them. Long exhortations are generally
loft upon children. By frequent queftions, and by afking
them to repeat {entences after you, their attention is kept
up, aud their memories ftored with divine truth.

Grown-up perfons will generally attend you wherever
vou go. Itis ealy to form an exhortation to them from
the fubjects which you have gone over with the young
people.  Reprefest to them the importance of Sabbath
{chools, of which you have juft exhibited the model.

In no cale will you find it difficult to colle@ children, if
you diicover any anxlety to get them together. Should
there happen to be a confiderable majority of old people,
mexe the exerci{e as profitable to them as may be, by ex-
hortation and prayer. It 1s not your province, however,
to chuje texts and difcufs doétrines. You were not ap-
pointed a preacher, but a catechif?, and it is neceflary that
you confine vonrfelf to catechetical excreifes alone.

It 15 not the intention of the Society to fhut you up
Irom one opportunity of being ufeful to the fouls of youy



[ 2t ] -

brethien. If, therefore, on any occafion, no'children come
forward, you ‘will inform the grown-up people, * that you
are 2 mrecb;ﬂ fent out from the Society ; that it ‘is your
principal objeét to nftruct children: but as none have ap-
peared, you will read a few queftions of the Shorter Ca-
techifm with the Scripture-proofs, and endeavour to ex-
plain their meaning. Conclude your exercife with exhor-
tation, prayer, and finging. Your exhortation may be el-
ther founded on the queftions you have explained, ‘or on
a large portion of Scripture.

Thefe direftions are fuggelted, as proper to be obfer-
ved in the courfe of your journeys. When ftationed in
a limited diftrit, your work 1s more fimple. You are

then to teach a fchool regularly in the place of your 're-
fidence on' Sagbbath mocrning and evening. Durmg the

other days of the week, you muft exert yourfelf in efta-
blifhing fchools in every principal village round your
refidence, one for each day of the week. Endeavour to
get proper perfons to undertake the management of them,
and if poﬁible to teach them. Having vifited them for
fome time weekly, you may then attend them once a fort-
night, employing the vacant week 1n eﬁabllﬂnmg fchools 1
another direftion. By this means you will have thirteen
{chools under your infpetion ; and if perfons, properly
qualified, engage in teaching any of them, you are thus

left at liberty to extend your influence in a wider cir-
cle ®

The Society have confidence in you, that you will dili.

gently occupy your time to the beft advantage. Your
{chools for religious Inftruction will be moft convemently
held in the evening, in order to give parents or others
an opportunity of attending. If, therefore, in the courfe
of the day, you can overtake 1t, it would afford the Socie-
ty much pleafure, could you teach a few poor children to
read. You muft alfo 1mprove your leifure time in pri-

vate religious converfation with the parents of the child-
ren, and in exhortation and prayer with the fick. The

¥ Thefe inftructions were framed, before the Society adopted the altera. .

tion in their plan, Proceedings, p. 79. 'The Catechifts have now a more en-
s2rged iphere of uletulnels.
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cery appearance of indolence will materially hinder your
plefulacis.

Preachers and catechifts muft fend to the Secretary a
written account of their progrefs once a fortnight;

and befides this, they muft keep a regular journal of
their procedure.

No. IV.

Part of the ConcrLuning REMARKS, {ubjoin-
ed to the PROCEEDINGS of the SocieTy
for Propagating the GosreL at Horge.

THE Society have thus laid before the Public a full ac-
count of their proceedings. They have fairly ftated their
precife objedts, and leave 1t to their Chriftian brethren to
judge of the probable utility of thetr defign.

A convidtion in the minds of the members, that {uth-
cient means of religious inftru&ion were not*enjayad in
this country, gave birth to this mftitution ; and after fome
experience, they are fully {atishied, that their conviétion 1s
tco well founded. |

Politive evidence has been afforded of the extreme 1g-
norauce of multitudes of our countrymen. It is unnecef-
fary to enquire particularly whence this arifes. It feems
enough to {ay, that, while the fa& exifts, 1t 1s the mcum-
bent duty of Chriftians to ule means for the falvation of
their fellow-{inners. \

The Society rejoice that many doors of ufefulnels have
been opened to them ; and with much gratitude they ac-
knowledge, that their moft fanguine expectations have been
exceeded. It feems a remarkable fign of the times, that 2
defire for propagating the knowledge of the truth, thould
be accompanied by a defire equally ardent for hearing it.
The fizlds are indeed white unto harveft. May the Lord
of the harveft fend forth many labourers, and may theip
Iabours be crowned with remarkable {uccels !
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At their outfet the Society were aware that their defigns
might be mifreprefented. Inthis country their obje&t was,
in a great meafure new ; ‘and they laid their account to
meet with oppofition. The beft refutation, however, of ill-
founded calumny, 1s the fimple ftatement of fafts. This,
they prefume, is fully done in the prefent pamphlet ; and
they willingly leave it to fpeak for itfelf. From it the
Public will judge, whether there be any foundation for the
infinuations which have been thrown out, that their mea-
{ures are hoftile to the government of theu' country. The
principles of thofe fent out from the Society are fully in-
veftigated ; they are known to be men, who are fubje&t to
the powers that be, not only for wrath, but for confcience
{ake ; and they are ﬁrl&ly enjoined to avoid entirely {peak-
ing on politics, either in public or in private. In no in-
ftance has any fent from the Society been found tranf-
grefling this rule Were they to do fo, their connec-
tion with them would be immediately diffolved. On
the other hand, the Society are happy to ftate, that in-
ftances have come to their knowledge, of fome perfons who
formerly entertained feditious prmmples, bemng convinced
of their error, by having their attention led to the golpel of
Chrift; an effet which maft always follow, when the con-
{ciences of men are awakened to a concern for their fouls.

Egqually groundlels is the infinuation, that the Society
wifh to promote any particular form of church.pover-
ment, The beft proof of this 1s, that men of very diffe-
rent fentiments on that fubjeft, are employed 1n' their fer-
vice, The Society itfelf conifts of Chriftians of vari.-
ous denominations ; and they rejoice, that 1t hds been 1o
thetr power to aid the defire of good men to publifh the
gofpel, whether they be Epifcopalians, Prefbyterians, or
Independents. In thefle matters real Chriftians may differ.
And if finners be Toufed to attend to the falvation of their

fouls, 1t 1s left to their own choice to join any connea:lon
where the gofpel i Is pfeached

’l

¥ A report was indeed circulated that a gentleman who had gone out.
from the Society had difparfed a political pamphlet. ‘The Public, hou ever,

may be aflured, that after the firiéteft invefligation, the report was found
to be abfn!utf;ly falfe,
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No. V.

EstracTs from Mr EwinNg’s Sermon, entit-
atled, The Duties of Cbrgfz‘zaﬂ.r to Crvil Go-

Cernment.

Ox the words of our text, (Tit.1i1. 1. ¢ Put them 1n
mind to be fubjed to principalities and powers, to obey ma-
giftrates, to be ready to every good work,”) it may be
proper to make two remarks. The firft 15, that the terms,
‘“ rriacipalities, powers, and magiftrates,” are of a gene-
ral nature. Terms of this kind are commonly ufed in
every part of the INew Teltament, where our duty to the
hicher powers 15 treated of ; and the realon {eems to be,
that the Chriftian’s duty towards them does not depend
on any particular {orm of government. It is not neceflary
for lum to examine the comparative merits of monarchy,
ariftocracy, or democracy ; or to appreciate the excellence
of 2 mixture of thefe forms, fuch as obtains 1n the Britifh
conftitution ; 1t 1s enough for him to know, that the prin-
cipalities, powers and magifirates, call them what you will
are the exifting and acknowledged government of the coun-
try in which he lives. That point he cannot be at a lofs
to afcertain ; and when 1t is afcertained, he knows to whom
the precepts of the text refer.

The {econd remark upon the words is, that there feems
to be a gradation of duties here enjoined. “ Put them 1n
“ mind, {ays the apoitle, to be fubjeé? to principalities and
“ powers, i0 obry magiiirates, to be ready to every good
“ work”?  Subjedlion 1s merely paflive, and may be the ef-
fect of conftramnt.  Qbedience 1mphies activity, from regard
to authority. Readins[s to every good work, {eems to de-
note an aivity, which 1s canfed, not fo much by regard
to authority, as to the excellence of the thing authoried.
*“ Every good work,” here, though an indefinite phrafe,
{vems, from the connection, to mean chiefly, works which
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are good for fociety ; which immediately promote the pubs
lic welfare ; and as fuch may be acceptable to the higher
powers. 1he leflon couched 1n this laft claufe, feems to.
be, that where a thing is truly good in itfelf,’ although it
may not be abfolutely enjoined by anthorlty, althongh- 1t

may be fimply recommended, or-even only encouraged in=
direftly ; yet the Ghriftian thould cheerfully afford 1t his

countenance ; fhould be a&tive in endeavouring to. give a
favourable direétion to public opinion;; to raife the gene
ral ftandard of morals ; and to carry on'every benevolent
and wfeful undertaking. - Here, therefore, he is enjoined
to be, not merely {ubmiflive and obedient, but zaalous, and
indefatigable for:the public good. s

We thall proceed to the fecond thing :prapofed; Whlch
was to draw a few inferences, which feem to be warranted

by our text, and by the other portions of fcrlpture with
‘which 1t has been compared.

Firft, then, The Iubjettion of a Chriftian to- the higher
‘powers, ought to be Confcientious. Many fubmit to go-
vernment merely beeaunfe they muft- do 1it. .- They obey,
‘becaufe they dare not: rebel. A pertod of :anarchy they
would welcome as a-fealon .of emancipation and feftivity 3
or, if they difliked 1t, their motive would be, rather that
of fear for the confequences towards themf{elves, than that
of duty towards God and their neighbour, ~ But the Ghrt-
ftian is taught, that the powers that be are -ordained- of
God ; that they all exift by divine permiflion and appoint-
ment ; nay, that the exiltine power 1s the minifter of (God
to the Chriftian for good. However imperfeft human laws
and human adminiftration may be, he 1s fenfible, that even

a government comparatively bad, 1s better for fociety than
none, At any rate, he knows that.the: meafures; of the
higher powers, like all things elfe, {hall work together for
good to him, and to-all his fellow Chriftians. He' there-
fore cheerfuﬂv {fubmits to the ordinance of God, and 1s
{ubjett, not on]y for wrath but for confcience fake, -

Secondly, The Ghriftian’s fubjeftion maft be Unrefifta
ing: Many confefs their obligation of duty to the higher
powers, but pérplex themfelyes with queftions refpa&mg”
the extent of that obligation. I have no hefitation {aying,

D
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that 1 conceive the precept enjoining fubjefticn, to be aba
folnte. ¢ Whofoever refifteth the power, refifteth the or
¢ dinance of God: and they that refift, {hall receive to
¢ themfelves damnation.” Thefe awful words are limit-
ed by no exception ; and however {trong they may {eem,
they are in perfe& unifon, both with the general morality
of the gofpel, and with all the examples in point, that are
to be found in the New Teftament. Put the ftrongeft cafe
you pleafe ; that, {fuppofe, of perfecution, or of any violent
dealing under form of law ; the morality of the gofpel will
itill countenance the principle for which we contend. “ Ye
¢ have heard, faith Chrift, that it hath been {aid, An eye
°“ for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. But I fay unto you,
“ that ye reht not evil,” Matth. v. 38, 39. ¢ Beloved,
“ think it not ftrange concerning the fiery trial, which 1s
“ to try you, as though fome ftrange thing happened un-
“ to you. But rejoice in as much as ye are partakers of
¢ Chrift’s fufferings ; that when his glory fhall be reveal-
“ ed, ye may be glad alfo with exceeding joy. If ye be
“ reproached for the name of Chrift, happy are ye ; for the
¢ {pirit of glory and of God refteth upon you: on their
“ part he is evil fpoken of, but on your part he 13 glorified.
¢* But let none of you fuffer 2s a murderer, or as a thief,
‘“ or as an evil-doer, or as a bufy body 1n other mens mat-
“ ters. Yet if any man fuffer as a Ghriftian, let him not
““ be athamed ; but let him glorify God on this behali,”
1 Pet.1v. 12..--16. If refiftance had ever been allowable
1in Chriftians, 1t muft {urely have been fo, when the liber-
ty and the life of their Lord was attacked, Butéven then
1t was checked, and that not merely, becanfe he was de-
livered by the determinate counfel and foreknowledge of
God, but becaufe it 1s not {uited to the nature of his king-
dom. “ My kingdom, faid Chrift, is not of this world: if
“ my kingdom were of this world, then would my {er-
“ vants frsht, that 1 {hould not be delivered to the Jews ;

“but now 15 my kinedom not from hence.”  john
xvii. 30.

If men in power fhould iffue an order, prohibiting us to
obey an exprefs command of God ; we could be at no lofs
which of the interfering authorites to prefer. But there
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may be even a refufal to obey, where there is rio refiflance.
This cafe receives a very happy illuftration from the be-
haviour of Peter and John, of which the account was a
little ago read. When the Jewith rulers forbade what
Chrift commanded, thofe apoftles very properly anfwered,

* We ought ta obey (zod rather than men;” and thev
afted upon the principle of their anfwer.' But they did
not refilt the violent interruption that was gwen them 11
the difcharge of their duty. They did not refift the. fum-
mous, nor the order of commitment. When thréatened,
they threatened not again.  When fummoned a fecond time,
they obeyed as before, and that, although there was no
compulfion. For we are told, that ¢ the captain, with the
* officers, brought them without violence, becaule they
# feared the people, left they thould have beed ftoned.”
The force of this precedent feems altogether irrefiftible.
On the one hand, here was a fet of murderers, endeavour-
ing to conceal one fin -by committing another. That the
blood of Jefus might not be laid to their charge, they were
commanding the apoftles not to {peak at all, nor teach in his
name, although nothing lefs than the {alvation of the world
depended on thesr doing it. On the other hand, here were
men of the moft unblemifhed charalter, who had wrought
a notable miracle, and were preaching heavenly do&trine,
and their perfecutors could fay nothing againft etther the
one or the other. 'What 1s above all to be remarked, the
petfecutors had rendered themf{elves odious, and the apof-
tles, for the moment, were become fo popular, that they
might be fuppofed to have had the power, as well as the
right, to refift. 1f the people were ready to ftone the cap-
tain and his officers of their own accord, how much more
would they have been fo, if the apoftles had given them
any encouragement. A refcue at leaft might have been
made, 1f not a decifive rebellion. No {uch thing, how-
ever, was actempted ; and we may be well affured, that no
fuch thing would have been permitted. The apoftles

knew that 1n cafes of perfecution, the only lawful means
of relief for a Chnifhian, 1s flight from one place to ano-
ther; and when opportunity of doing fo 1s denied, the
will of Chrift evidently 1s, that his fervants fhould be
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brought before governors and kings for his fake, for a
teftimony agamnft them and the Geuntiles. Matth. x. 18,
---23. :

It 15 hardly neceffary to add, that unrefifting fubjeétion,
though utterly oppoled to all confpiracy and violence, does
not interfere with the ufe of conftitutional and acknow-
ledged privileges. When imprifoned, when bound, when
1o danger of a partial trial, Paul availed himfelf of the
rights of 2 Roman. His condué@ on thefe occafions may
be explained by one of his own exhortations, 1 Cor. vi1. 21.
““ Art thou called, being a fervant (or flave) ? carenot fox
“1t; butii thou mayell be made free, ule it rather.” The
principle evidently was this obvious diftate of Ghriftian
morality, which will alfo apply to the fubjeét before us,
that whatever Chrift calls us to endure, we are to {ubmit
to 1t with cheerfulaefs, and whatever he permits us to poi-
fels, we are to enjoy with gratitude.

Thirdly, The Chriftian’s {fubje&tion muft be Difinterefted.
dome men may think themfelves {ufliciently con{cientious
in their duty to government, if they perform with common
honeliy any fervice mn which government employs them,
and for which they receive an adequate réward. They may
profels loyalty, becaufe 1t 1s their intereft to do {o ; and, In
tbe true {pirit of hypocrify, be perhaps officious to make
their profeflion, and cenforicus of thofe who are not fo loud
10 maxing 1t as themfelves. Far be 1t from me to throw
out this as a general refiection on thofe who are engaged 1n
any public department, \Weare no doubt bound in charity
to believe, that they are as conlcientious, generally {peaking,
=5 men 1n other {ituations ot life,  But 1t 1s {furely not too
much, for the {ake of iHuftration, to ftate, as at leaft a pof-
fible cafe, that fome men may feem to be loyal, becaufe
they have their price, etther in poflcflion, or in expetation ;
that ii tais venal difpoiiticn fhould prevail, 1t would prove
extremely embarrafiing to any government ; and that none
would be more dangerous to the hand that feeds them, than
venal friends, if intereft, which is a variable confideration,
fhould ever tempt them to change their party. The Chri-
itian muft not be {waved by filthy lucre. He muit {ub-
mit himfelt to every ordinance of man, for the Lord’s {ake.
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His prineiple is at once exalted and fteady. - It requlrea
the moft uniform fidelity of conduét, whether he occupy: 3
public or a private ftation ; whether his fervices be Ppro=
perly rewarded, or not; nay, aithough they fhould be de-
ipifed or even mlfunderﬂzood and turned 1into’ matter of
accufation againit him.

Fourthly, The fubjeétion of the Chn{haﬂ muﬂ: be Re-
fpe&ful Among the dues that belong to the higher powers,
it 15 faid, Render ¢ fear to-whom fear 1s due; honout
¢ to whom honour.” On the other hand, it 1s mentioned

as fin in the falle teachers, that ¢ they defplfed govern-
“ ment, and {pake evil of dignities.” We are in great
danger of thinking little of fin in thefe particulars ; and
yet uo fins are more pregnant with mifchief to fociety:
The difference between great and little among men, when
viewed abftraftly, 1s no doubt very trifling. We have the
authority of {cripture for {aying, ¢ Surely men of low de-
¢ gree are vanity, and men of high degree are alie: tobe
“ laid in the balance, they are altogether lighter than va-
“ nity.” Plal. Ixui. . The pofleffion of power, however,
is very apt to intoxicate the mind, and to render men over-
bearing, haughty and vain. Hence, the infolence of office
has become proverbial.” The titles of dignity are frequent-
ly extravagant, and are often retained, after the authority
that belonged to them is fo completely obfolete, that therr
very meaning 1s hardly remembered. On thefe accounts
the pride of inferiors 1s ready to take offence; and the
{ame principle which makes the one clafs of fociety tyranni-
cal and oftentatious, makes the other refraftory and turbu-
lent. When 1ts workings are confined to the mndignant
feelings of the mind, or at lealt to merely verbal exprei-
ftons of contempt, men are fometimes difpofed to overlook
it as harmlefs. There are fome who would éven encou-
rage a licentioufnefsrof fpeech in the inferior clafles, as
a falutary check upon the manners of their fuperiors. And
~ there are others who confcientioufly refufe to give titles of
rank to a fellow creature, or fo much as to ufe the ordinary
phrafes of civility, under the notion that thefe things are
incenfiftent with a proper regard to the word of God. But,
gxcept perhaps in the laft cafe, the withholding of exprefa
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{ioss of refped, is the {ymptom of an improper fpirit,
(God requires us to exercife humility, not only towards him,
but alfo towards one another. Where contempt 1s cherilha
ed, obedience will not long continue to be faithfully paid.
‘The baads of fociety will be probably broken, and authoris
ty, robbed of its due relpect, will have recourfe to coercion,
'as the only reinaining méans to preferve its exiftence.
Heace, the {quabbles of party, and the dreadful commo-
tions of civil war, which, however they may terminate,
are perniclous In the extreme. I would remind even thofe
who may have confcientious fcruples on thé {ubjeét, that
the [criptures recognize titles of office and dignity, as the

means of prelerving decency and order imn fociety. Not
to mention the numerous inftances in the Old Teftament,

where fervants oi the Lord addrefled even heathen kmgs
with the ordinary compliments of falutation to royalty ;
we find Paul, when under perfecution, when rudely 1n-
terrupted by a Roman governor, and charged with infanity,
(which was certainly very ignoble conduét), not only
replying with meeknefs, but ufing the language of refpe(t,
* 1 am not mad, mo/f noble Feftus; but {peak forth the
 words of truth and {obernefs.” A&s xxvi. 25.

bifihly, The fubjeétion of the Cliriflian muft be Praca
tical. Like every other pait of his profeflion, 1t mut
be evinced by works. Among many of the profeflors of
loyalty, there 1s reafon to fear, that this is not the cafe.
1t 1s amazing, for example, how little confeience 1s made
of defrauding the public revenue. DMen who are not
{fufpected of dithouefty 1n private tranfattions, will fome-
timea hardly deny that they heighten their charge, 1f 1t 15 2

lemand upon government. Smuggling is often acknow-
ledged, as if it were nsither difhoneft or difhonourable.
Even perjury itfelf is awfully common. A cuftom-houfe
oath 1s often held to be no further binding, than men are
prevented by vigilance from breaking it, All thefz crimes;
liowever common, the Chriftiap muft abhor. The mul-
tiplication of oaths 1n colleting the revenue, 1s much to be
lamented. Bat whatever improprieties may be committed
1n 1mpofl ng them, they are neverthelefs a folemn appeal to
the omaifcience of God and to farure judgment. And if
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5 man cannot live by his bufine{s without perjury, it tWerd
furely better that he gave up his bufinefs.. 1f this conduét
were followed, (fuppofing a cafe' that. might require-it),
things would be more likely foon' to ‘find -their awn les
vel ; the unprodultivenefs. of : the .tax: . would. pomt ‘ont
the expedlency of fuch alterations in the:law, 4s would
fuit the interefl, both of the fair trader and: of: the -flate;
Tof muggle, indeetl, is a crime, not merely: agamﬁ governd
ment, but againit the public-at large. "For if, throtigh
1ts frequency, the revenue prove deficient, it is: evident that
another tax muft be levied on the honeft; that the deficiency
occafiened by the.fraudulent may be made up - The pay-
ment, therefore, of taxes, Is at once an obvious and an im«
portant duty.  For this caufe pay you tribute alfo,” {aith
the apoftle; ¢ for they are God’s miniflers, attending conti-
¢ nually upon this very thing. Render, therefore, to all
“ their dues : tribute to whom tribute is: due,- cuftom™to
“ whom cuftom,” Ram. xiii. 6, 7. : Wie ‘have feen that
when a demand was:made upon Chrift for the half.{hekél
levied-on every Jow for the {ervice of the temple:; although;
as Son of God, and Lord of -the temple, he .might:havé
claimed exemptian, yet, that he'might not give offence, he
wrought a miracle, and paid the money. Again, whei his
enemies, wx&ung to entangle him .in “his. talk, -afked him
whether it was lawful to give tribute to Gmfar ornot ? al-
though that emperor had no other'claim, than from:what
1s called right of conqueft; yet, fince hls Power was’ pet-
mitted in providence to exift, and his: coin, in confequence=
circulated through: the country, the anfwer was, * Render
“ therefore unto Cefar the-things whwh are Cmfar 5,-and
“ unto God the things that are God’s.”.: This- was not an
evafive anfwer, as if he had faid, Give every one his own.
Our Saviour did not give anfwers of that kind. It wag
an exprefs declaration, that they ought to give to: Cefar
his tribute-money, and to God: his worfhwp, and. that ' the
one duty was not only conﬁﬁent but conne&ed with’ the
other. e -

As it is abfolutely a ﬁn to refufe paying taxes, fo it ig
very unbecoming in a Chriftian te murmur at the amounut
of them. His treafure 1s in heaven. Silver and gold are
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not his Gods.  1f taxes increafe, God wills that he fhould
be fo much poorer; and good 1s the will of the Lord.
Iadeed, the precept to pay taxes fhould be confidered as a
blefling. Had 1t not been given exprefsly, conicientious
men might have thought it neceflary to know firft how the
money was to be applied, and to refufe wherever they dif-
approved of the expenditure. This would have given oc-
cafion to endlefs trouble and contention. But now,1n con-
fequence of the exprefs precept, all occafion of icruple or
uneafinefs 1s removed ; and, as of old, Ghriftians were per-
mitted to buy whatever was fold in the {hambles; afking no
queftions for confcience fake, fo now, whatever 1s 1mpofed
as a tag, it 15 our duty fimply to pay, and to owe no man
any thing, but to love one another.

oixthly, The Chriftian’s {ubjeftion muft be Pious. Com-
mon honefty may lead other men to imitate him in the pre-
ceding particulars, but here he will leave them wholly be-
hind. Inftead of the felfih {pirit, which is contracted
within itfelf, and which cherifhes rather a f{ullen ma-
lignity, than a generous benevolence towards the higher
powers ; the Chriftian, animated by the love of God and
his neighbour, 1s taught to offer up ¢ fupplications, pray-
“ ers, interceffions, and giving of thanks, for all men; and
¢ particularly for kings, and for all that are in authority.”
How delightfuily does grace enlarge and elevate the mind !
Not content with doing good to all, as he has opportuni-
ty, and with repdering to all their dues, he ftill feels the
debt of univerfal love ; andin order to anfwer 1ts unlimita
ed demands, he draws by fervent effetual prayer on the
inexhauftible treaiury of heaven. Kings and men In au-
thority, becaufe they are commonly rich and mighty in
the things of this world, are often thought to have no need
of prayers. They are too much neglefted even by Chrif-.
tizns, in fecretand family devotion ; and whea public prayer
15 made for them, there 1s fometimes vifible a flrange in-
difference, a cold formality both in the mnifter and in the
people. Brethren, thefe things ought not fo to be. It 1s
like Cain to fay of any man, ¢ Am I my brother’s keep-
“ er?” We fhould feel interefted in other men, In pro~
portion to the importance and difficulty of their feveral
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ftations. Kings, therefore, and all in authority,: claim &
principal .place in our requells to God. Oa their behavi«
our, in.a great meafure, depends our own happinefs, and
the happinefs of many. They may either be left to breathe
out threatenings and flanghter, or, by refpeéting the h-
berty of confcience, have' the honounr of being nurfing fa~
thers to the Church of Ghnft.. Befides; are wé not
to be earneftly concerned for their everlafting falvation??
Their fituation 1s attended with peculiar. temptations,
which render their danger extreme. What a2 f{ad thing
to fee men o much engroffed by affairs of flate, ‘as
to have little time to .think of the affairs of their own
fouls! And then they are almoft beyopd the reach of
friendly admgnition. A ferious Chriftian is perhaps fel-
‘dom 1n their prefence, What remains then, but that with
peculiar earneftnefs we commend them to God, 1n whole
hand is the heart of Kings, and who turneth them as the
rivers of water, This duty fhould be enforced by a {enfe
of the many benefits which we enjoy from civil povern-
ment, At the {fame time the obligation of it does not de-
pend on thefe. Not even the greateft injuries could af-
ford us a pretence for negleting it. Was ever injury, like
that of Jefus, when, being deiivered by the determinate
counfel and foreknowledge of God, he was taken, and by
wicked hands crucified and flain? That injury was, in fome
fenfe, chargeable upon Jewilh and Roman governors; yet
were they certainly included, if not chiefly intended, in
that admirable prayer, ¢ Father, forgive them ; for they
“ know not what they do.” Luke xxui, 34. See alfo
1 Cor.11.6. 1 have to add here, that the piety of the
Chriftian’s fubjection is not in vamn. Ten righteous men
would have faved Sodom and Gomorrha from the fire of
heaven. Wicked menare not aware how much they owe to
the unknown prayers of the Lord’s people. And, whatever
becomes of the wicked, precions 1n the fight of the Lord
1s the ““ death of his fants.” 1If Sedom 1s to perilh, a {o-
litary Lot muft firft be warped to hafte him, and efcape,
for the deftroying ange! cannot do any thing till he be
come unto Zoar. If judgment is to begin at the houfe of
{roditfelf, the Lord will fay unto his {ervant, ¢ Go through
E
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® the midt of the city, through the midft of: Jerufalem
“ and fet 2 marx upon the forehead of' the men'that ﬁgh

°“ 2nd that cry for all the abominations that be done m the
¢ midft thereof.’” Ezek. ix. 4. '

Let us now, as was propofed, in the

id

HI. place, Reply to fome Obje&ions. . ._

The dotrine of conicientious, or, as fome may call it, .
pafiive obedience and non-refiftance, is by no means popu-
lat. No doubt it has often been fadly abufed, by ‘court
clergymen, who certainly did not preach it'in a feriptug
ral manner, or with a proper {pirit.  But truth, though
wrefted, is {till trath. If a doftrine has been preached
wrong, let us endeavour to preach it right; but if it be
afferted in Scripture, let us never be offended at it.

It may be faid, this dotrine 1s an encouragement to ty-
ran:s, whom 1t is not only lawful, but our duty to refift,
I canoot fee, that Chriflians are any where in Scripture
either bourd, or warranted to reiift even tyrants. Sup-
poling reliftance were in certain cafes lawful, the queftions,

when itis fo,and how far it may be carrled muft be al-
wavs as difficult as they are critical. When are gover-

nors tyrants, and when not ? What fhall we do, when they
a:e tyrannical in fome things, and not in others? Shall
we, in matters like thefe, tell the Chriftian to regulate his
fubjection, either by his own opinion, or by that of the
public? Alas, he may be too fimple to judge, or too much
{equetlered o obiain the needful information. The pub-
Jic mind may be much divided of much prejudiced, and
its condudt {uch as would call rather for an oppofing tefti-
mony, than an obfequicus comphance. What inceflant
¢ifturbances, what multiplied difputes, what diftrefling
perp;exztles would prevail in the church ! How preferable
then, both for its fimplicity and fafety, 1s the rule of Scrip-
ture ! ¢« Dearly beloved, avenge not yourfelves, but rather
*“ give place uato wrath: for it 1s written, Viengeance is
““ mine; 1 will repay, faith the Lord.” Rom. xu.1g,
¢ Promotion cometh neither from the eaft, nor from the
« welt, nor from the fouth. But God is judge : he put-
<t teth down ore, and {etteth up another.” Pfal. 1xxv, 6, 7.
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To him therefore who for wife ends fettcth up, the Chrif-
tian ought to leave the putting down of tycants.. If it be
argued,, that we:muft ufe means, and that ;eﬁﬂmg ty-
rants, 1mplles not a fplrlt of . vengeance, but rathcr of be-
nevolence to foclety . T anfwer, Ufe anly the means that are
lawful,;and you will find thefe at once the: fafeft and. the
moft eﬁcacmus for every falutary purpofe. ,If what was
falq_before be according to.Scripture,.. rcﬁftance of higher
powers can-in no cafe be lawful for a Chriftian.,. 'And how
 much better mll it be. for him:to oppufe lzhe proud and
violent {pirit of. tyranny, by exemphfymg the humble
and meek. fpmt of the,gofpel, than to give. to tyranmcal
violence its moft plaufible apulogy, by entering .into the
plots.of . confpiracy, the. combinations . of fattion, ar the
dreadful deeds of civil war ! When the little flock of Chnft
dl[lgerfe for the. purpofe of joining with wcrldly men 1n
political affociations,.the incongruous connelion is hurtful
at,once to.the fpiritual interefts, of their.own minds, .and
to. the credit. of the gofpe] and. their aukward, fcrupu-
lous, half Jength co-operation in many of the meafures pur-
{ued, ,expofes them to the contempt,. the. ]ealoufy, and , the
hatred. of the reft of their party. Even their Imall nam.
ber renders. them; mﬁ nificant. But when the Leep to
their owa Shepherd and their own fold, they dwell 10 quiet
‘habltatlons, and i fare re[hng-glaces. " Their confciences
are not mifled or overruled ; their minds mdmdually, and
their communijon with each other, are. equally comfurta-

ble ; and the influence of their avowed opinions,  of ‘their

united example, of their heavenly and faft held profeﬁian,
though gradual and filent in its operation, is irrefiftible, in
its progrefs, and mighty in its effeds, I appeal to hlﬁorjr,
whether it is.not a fa&, that in every country where the
gofpel has been preached w1th confiderable fuccefs, and pm-
fefled by its dlfmples with a tolerable degree of purlty, the
ftandard of morals has been ralfed the adminiftration and
the very prmmples of the government have been j lmpro-
ved, and the conditions of all ranks meliorated. Thefe
bleﬂings have been derived from the do&@rines and precepts
of Chriftianity, not from political {chemes and meafures,

even when approven or helped forward by Chn{hans. Tlle .
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cabals, 1ndeed, of churchmen and therr haflefentfe,‘ are not
ouly altogether diftin& from the influence of ‘the. gofpel,
but form an hum :bling contraft to 1t, and have ever afford-
ed to the 1nfidel and the {coffer therr favourlte {ub; e& of de-
clamation. SRR

It may be objelted, again, that the dofrine'which e
efpoufe, condemns the noble exertions "of thofe excellent
men, who were honoured of God to bring about ‘the blefl-
ed reformation from popery, and afterwaids what has-been
termed the glorions Revolution of 1688.- I ‘truft, that I
feel ftrongly the 1mportance of thefe: remarkable events.
I read the hiftory refpeéting them with the livelieft inte-
reft. 1 admire the integrity and the fortitude of ‘many
who ftruggled for the canfe of God and truth. I believe
they were raifed up of God for 2 biefling to their own;and
to future times. I defire to enjoy the bernefit of’ theu' efs
forts with thankfulnefs to the kind Providence, which
crowned thofe efforts with fuccefs. But we muift always
di&inguiﬂl between the holinefs of God, and the 1mper-
feCtion of his inftruments.  After all, the reformers were
only men. It remains to be proved that the fame, or
perhaps fuperior, advantages could not have been obtained
by means fimply of preaching, and ftedfaft adherence to
the fpiritual faith and pratice of the gofpel. It-1s cer-
tzin, that great as the attainments of the reformers were,
they lived n times of general darknefs as to hiberty of con-
{cience, mutual forbearance, and the way in which error

thould be cppafeﬂ by the {riends of truth. Befides, in a
queftion of Chnftian duty may we not follow the obvious
precepts of the word of God ? Muft we ftép to accormmo-
date what is legibly written in tite law and the teftimony
to the opinions or praftices of certan -celebrated men?
(Frant that they were Chriftians and emiment Chriftians,
did they give law to the Scriptures, or the Scriptures te
them ? \Whar 1if the gofpel fhould refufe to fanétion the
creed either of 'big or Tory 2 What 1f 1t thould be found
to be the religion of ftrangers only, and pilgrims on the
the earth ? of men chofen out of the world 'individualiy :
sathered 1nto 2flociations purely of a {prritoal pature, and
cilled to melie themielves knewn to men, conly by the
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Thus have we endeavéured to~1lluﬂrate the duheb of ‘the b
Chriftian to civil’ govemment and’ ‘no‘twnh{lanﬂ'"g’ fome
objeions which feémed worthy of reply, we hive i’hb\ight 1_

ounrfelves warranted by‘Scrlpture to: ’fay;’ thiat s fibjec-
tion to-* principalities, powers and magiftrates, mléhi.to
be Confcientious, Unreﬁﬁmg, Dlﬁntere{ted Refpe&ful
Praftical and Pious,.:. oed i T

How thankful, brethren, ought we:to be, that thefe dn-
ties, which- are umverfally binding. on Chn{hans, ate to us .
fo eafly:! Had our lot been caft in Turkey; in a'country”
where the government. was: abfelnte, and. the adminiftra- -
tion'ever .fo_opprefiive, our -duties would have been the-
fatqe bitt the . temptations to tranfgrefls would have been
certainly great, “In this land; however, the cafe is far
otherwife. I firmly believe,. (and I-doi.not think: any’ “of
-you will-2fcribe it to mere parualny to ‘my native coun-
try when I fay), thatno-other part:of the whole world:is:
at prefent-fo highly favoured, in ¥efpeét-either of temporal’
or {piritnal bleffings. In our fituation, therefore, the fmall-
eft approach to fedition, the cherifhing. of difcontent; or the
‘mere want of gratltude to God, would be.moft: hemeuﬂy
crimtnal. ' I

The land, which we live in, is indeed upon earth, and,
like every thmg earthly, has mfenbed upon all its: tempo-

ral advantages, ¢ Vanity of vanities, and vexation of { pmt."

What then! Let us- defire a better country, that i, an:
heavenly. One thing is needful.  God:is in Chrift,
reconciling - the world--unto himfelf,-not-imputing their

trefpaffes unto them: This, and this alone, is the miniftry -

of reconciliation ; the- grand’ thénie for: thankfgwmg both-
in time and eternity  Our viftories in diftant feas, our re-
pelling of invafions, our internal tranquillity, our civil pri-

vileges, were they ten thoufand times more important than

they are, can neither {ave'nor fatlsfy our i1mmortal’ foula.-

¢ Neverthe]efs we, according to his promife, look for new .
“ heavens aud a new earth, wherein dwelleth rlghteouf- .

“ nefs, Wherefore, beloved feeing that ye lock for fuch’
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¢ withont fpot,.and blamelefs : and account that the Iong- -
¢ fuffering of our Lord is falvation, ‘Bewaré left ye, bes

¢ things, be diligent that ye yjbe found of himin. pcggg,

F‘ mg led away with. the. error.of. the" Vi ked éﬁl]-#fmm

¢ your own ftedfaftnefs: - But grow in - grace, and 3 an the

Ta p..!-;

« knowledge of our Lord and Saviour. Jefus: Ghri_ﬂ: 1o
ks hun be glory bath now. and for ever Amen.’.’ 2 Pet; iﬁ. :
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