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A Defcription of juftifying Iaith.

RomM. 1v. 12.

Wl — qvalk in the fleps of that fuith of axur Futler
Abrabar.

i West- O D, who condemned =l nmien to
_ﬁ; if death for one tranfgreffion of his
5. G law, will never Juﬂ:lfv any man bv
79 ;‘? what he can work in obedience to a
"e--’“‘%-\gj,ﬁex- law which he in any point trani-
grefles. And we may find this in
the adtion of our confcience upon any orne 151
THE apoitle having thewed both Frzes and (-
tiles to be all under fin, and therefore incacable to
ke juftified by what they can work, declares tha
God manifefls his juftice, as well as his grace, in
juftifying finners by what they believe Him tetti-
fying concerning Jefus Chrift: even as he jufli-
fied /f!)mmmn, not by what he wrouzht, but by
what he believed ; as the Scripture 1.11Lh, /i&ra-—
bam belisved God, and 1t was counted to him for
r:g/}f.eor{/'nﬁ, verfe 2, 3.
THERE are two lenfes of]'fﬂzﬂww I Scrlpturem
1. [t fignifies the making of one juil or righteous
who is unjuft, as verfe 5. —— that ]zgjz‘{,m:rf? the un-
godly. Sce chap. v. 1g. und 2 Cor. v. 21. 2. It
ﬁgmnee the declaring of one juft who is already
juft; as when God is faid to be jaftified, chap.
1. 4 3 and as when Panl fays of himfelf, 1 Cor.
B iv. 4.
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juflified s but bhe that _]‘{dﬂ'ti‘.".? e 15 the Lsid.

WE have an inftance of both theiejuihhcatimls
in Abreham the fither of the faithful. He: wras
declared to be juft, and fo juftified, when he of-
fered up Jaac 3 as the apoftle Fames favs, againft
thofc wlm wonld be declarcd juft by their believ-
i1 z, without thefe works which are the ncccﬁdry
fruits and evidences of true belief.  Fames 11, 20,
—23. But wilt thon knetw, O vasn man, that ﬁum
weithead wworks is dead? Tias net Abrabazi cur ﬁmw
jufl:fied by works, acken he had offered Ifaac s for
upa*z tze altar P -Srrj*-" thor how farth mraugbt with
t";f's 'IL‘G?.‘-"‘:, wiad by wwerks was faithr made perfelt?
Andd vhe Scripture was fulfillod which faith, A'brafw?m
belioved Gady and it was imputcd unto him for righte-
¢l ﬁfr‘:’} :and be was called the fiiend of God. Ve
[ ipein bow trat by works a man I3 Juflifiedy and nst
by faith enly.  "T'hus we fee, that a man who is
miiir.t_d or made juft by faith, is juftified or de-
clared juft by his works 'W'hE.‘lCh ith his faith
works, and not by his believing without thefe
works., For this juftihcation of Abraham, by
tiith workinge with hlS works, was long after his
juftification bv faith, or by what he believed,
W1thoun. warks, long after the time of which the

beripture faicthy, he belicved CGady and it was in-
puted to bim fur vighteoufice/s. 5o that his juftihica-
tion by his works with which his faith wrought,
was the declurazion of his being already juft by his
taith, or bv what he betteved.  And by this he
was called the friend of (zod, who had been lonn
hefore made his friend. For '}'ames {ays, that, in
this lat juttification, the Saripture wwas Julfilled,
which faith, Aoranam belicved God, and it wwas 1m-

puted to him a' rightesufnefs ; and be was called the
T Vi ricid

v, 4 4 know nothing by r/2ly yet am [ :zat hereby
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j'i'.f.:w! of Gsd. So 1t was the declaration of the
fir ft.

Tue apoltle Puu!l, upon the quettion. Whe-
thei a ﬁnncr be Ilﬂdt‘ jutt by what he 1.'::11,.«,, Or
bv what he belicves ¢ oppﬂh 1 thien WhRo W ouhl
bec made juit by their workh, oy hecome th
fricnds of God by what they work, {peaks in this
palfaze of that frft jufbificntion  of Abreban
by faith, before his circumecifios 1, and Dbefore
faith wrought with his work of onering his fon
ty declare him jull, ‘wh 1t he hecame not jult by
winat he wro: trth, hut Dy wh“t he bolicved.
And fo he iuays, verfe 2,-—-—0 " For i f Abraham cveare
uflified by works, ke hath to gliry, biut nst before
God. For what Jaith the fery furc 2 Abraham Je-
licved Ged, and 1t was counted to him for vighteouf-
nefs. I\’ow t2 him that wertketh, is the reward reckon-
ed, iot of grace, but of debt.  But to himn that tvorketh
not, but believeth on him that juflifieth the ungodiy,
his fmi‘b is connted for rvightcoufnefs : eveir as David
al/& defcribeth the bleffednefs of the man uns whan
God imputerh rightesufnefs without wworks.

THERE was arighteoufnets in /b; aham’s faith,
which was 1111puted to him. nd thac fame

righteoufnefs is imputed to ﬁnm,rs, both Fows
and Gentilos, not wmkmtr but believing the tame
thing that Abirahan before believed. . For the
apoftlu favs, verle 22,—23. It zvas imdutcd te
hin: for ﬂrrb!smfhﬁ. Now: [t s net urrrtm_ja bis
fake alsne, that it cvas iwifrded to bin ?{tﬁ"' us
alfs, to whom it fhall be i :Mf.-.m' Leliesung en him that
raifed up Fefus onr Lord from the dead, wwhs was e~
[1v :.u:‘d_)‘w our gffences, and raifed again for cur ju/fii-
fication. T here is a rwhtcoumels revealed in the
word of God which we believe. This rlghteouf-
nefs was before f{et forth to Abraham in God’s

B2 [ = word
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word of promifc to him ; and it is now fet before
us in tne gofpel, as already wreouche by that {eed
of Adoraba:n whom God had raifed up from the
dead, cven Jefus Chrift, delivered for the offen-
ces of finners of zll nations without difierence,
and raifed again for their juftification. I'hat this
fame righteoufnefs was promifed to Abrabam, is
manifeft from the apoftle’s explication of that pro-
mife, which he believed, Gal. ui1. 8,—14. 4nd
the fcripture forefeeing that God would juftify tne bea-
then through faith, preached before tie gofpel wunto
Abraham, n thee fhall all nations be bleoffed.  So then
they which be of faith, are bleflod with faithful Abra-
ham. For asmany as are of the works of the law,
are under the curfe.—~Chrift hath redeemed us from
the curfe of the law, being made a curfe for us,~—that
2he bleffing of Abraham might come on the nations
torough fefus Chrifl.

BuT though the righteoufnefs conta’ned in the
promife that Abrabam belicved, be the very fame
that 1s now declared to have been wrought by
Churift hisfeed, who is raifed from the dead ; and
thouah it be imputed to us believing, even as it
was to him believing : yet there was {fomcthing
in the matter of his faith different from ours.  For
he was called to believe, when he had no hope
of being a father, that H: in whom all nations
{hould be blefled would be of his feed; {o that he,
wito was coing childlefs, fhould be the father of
many naticns,  (God faid to him, Gen. xv. 4, 55
6. fLe that fhall come forth out of thine otvn bowels,
Jioall be thine beir.  And b brought him forth abroad,
and fwd, Losk now tewvard hraveny and tell the flars,
if thou be able to mianbei them ;5 and he faid unts

-

ity So fhall thy feed be. And be believed in the
Lovd sy and he counted it ts bhim far righteanfucfs.
" Now
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Now the apoftle makes this in Abrahan’s faith,
which is diticrent from ours, the example or pat-
tern to our believing on hilm who raifed up Jecfus
our Lord from the dead. And fo he gives us a
lively defcription of Juihfymrr faith, by pointing
out the fteps ot Abrabant’s believmn‘ in Him who
quickeneth the dead, to become “the father of
many nations ; and by fhewing us, that we walk
in the fteps of that faich, when we believe in Eim
that I'diﬁ:d up Chrift from the dcad, to become
rightecous, or to be _]nf’uﬁcd

"Axn thefz are the fteps of Abrabam’s faith, that
he pumt out to be ‘.'1.'.-.11-«'6(‘ in by us believing un-
tQ 11 IhtL‘Ol‘iﬂ(‘f‘:.

I. Hl bhelisved to become a tather, according to
that which was (pokeayveric 180 He had no ground
for h1:~ pu{u.lﬁrzm, but tne word of God ; and as
God fpake, fo he belicved.,  Even {o we, in be-
lieving to be juftined, are no more going upon
our own experience and reafonings than “did A-
brahay: . but we are hear kening to the cofpel {et-
ting forth the refurrection of (_,hrlﬁ, that oreat
falt w herein (God fhews the truth of his teﬂlmmw
concern ng his beloved Son in whom he 1~ vrell
pleafed ; and we are giving credit to him who
thews him{clf as God in that teftimony ; and s
God 1....\..., {o we believe.

I'r1s the bufinefs of faith to-hedr God’s voice in
revelation 3 and juitifying faith comes by hearing,
and hesring by the word ot God. God rwt,...ltd-
him{clf in divers manners to the futhers, elpe-
cially by a vcice, which they that heard knew to
be the voice of God y as Adam hearing the voice
of the Lord God walkmtr in the rmrdt_n, and £/~
Feths heumg the {till fmall voice. Revelation is now
perfected in the feriptures of the apoftles and

b y pro phcts..
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prophets.  We can no more now hear any new
revelation, nor fuch a voice as they heard of old.
T he word of the Lord comes not to us in a vifion,
fpeaking to us as to Abraham ; but we hear God
ipcaking to us in the f{criptures; and as many
as believe, hear the voice that raties the dead,
( 7obn chap. 5.) and know it is the word of the
f.ord. We were made capable (in diftinétion from
the brutes) of correfponding with (God 1n this way.
And we fee this correfpondence betwixt' God and
man both before and after the fall. Yea, not-
withftanding our difobedience to God’s word, we
Chave {till his voice in our confcience-: for, how-
ever we reafon againft it, we know the judgment
of God by the teftimony of our confcience. And
by this we are capable of revelation, and ot di-
vine teaching thereby. We may have received the
icriptures by tradition ; we may have reaioned
ourfelves into an opinion thatGod is the author of
them; but have we heard God {peaking in them ?
as the apoftle fays to Chriftians, {fﬁ be that ye
have heard bimy and have been tawught by him, as the
truth is in fefus 3 and as Jefus faid, Lvay man
that hath beard and learned of the Father, cometh to
me. When God propofes to make us live, notby
our own labour, but by what he tells us, 7/, lv.
2, 3. he fays, Heary and your foul fhall live.  "T'he
dead in trefpafles and fins hear the voice of God,
and live, even as the dead in their graves fhall
hear it, and come forth, “fobn v. 24, 25, 28, 29.
\We do not reafon ourfelves 1nto faith ; but the
cofpel of the apoftles comes to us, not in word
onlv, but in power, and in the Holy Ghoft, and
in much aflurance ; and we hear God fpeaking in
the f{criptures, as Abrabam heard him {peaking to
him by the voice, and as the dead {hall hear his

Vv Ol1Ce o
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voice : and we give the fame credit to (God as
Abraban did.

2. ABRAHAM, in believing to become a father,
according to that which was {poken, refpected
God, not as concurring with nature, but as work-
ing beyond the courfe of nature altogether. He
believed God who quickeneth the dead, and calleth thofe
things which be not, as though they were, verfe 17.
If he had become a father in the natural way, his
body not having been yet dead, even that could
not have been without God, in whom he lived,
and moved, and hdd his being ; and he was to be
refpelted in it-as the author of naturce, and as di-
retting and influencing its whole courfe. But
when God f{aid to him, who, according to na-
turc, behoved to go childlefs, 8o fball ihy feed be,
he could not believe this without refpelting God
as reverfing the courfe of nature, like as in raif-
ing the dead. He looked on the faying of God
which he believed, as on his calling the world
out of nothing ; or as his {faying to the darknefs,
Let it be iight, and it was light.

AND he that works righteoufnefs, and 1s not
cuilty, may look to God for juftification in the
natural way, as one that knows himielf fit for be-
ing accounted righteous. But a finner, not work-
ing, but believing on God as juftitying the ungod-
ly, muft refpeét him, in believing, as alting quite
beyond the courfe of nature, even azs raifing the
dead, and calling thofe things that benot as though
they were. Philofophy, that follows the courfe of
nature, and traces the conneltion of things in
that courfe, muft utterly fail a man here. He
goes out of its fphere the moment he believes on
him that raifed up Jefus our Liord from the dead,
for our juftification. As naturc is reverfed in

that
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that refurrecCtion, to believe to be juftified througk
that, is to look to CGod for juftification out of the
way of naturc altogether. And as the life we are
intitled to in that jufhification i1s a {upernatural
life with Jelus Chrilt from the dead, no wonder
if our believing to be thus juftifhed be declared
the effe&t of the operation of God who raifed
him. Nor neced we wonder, if the works where-
with this faith works, and whercby it fhews
itfelf, be beyond the {phere of what we cull
moral virtue,

3. ABRAHAM believed 1z hope againft hope to be-
come the father of many nations, according to
that which was fpoken, verfe 18. He could find
nothing about himfelf whercupon to found his
hope of becoming a {ather : but, on the con-
trary, he faw every thing eppofite to fuch a hope,
and ferving to make him defperate about it; as
his body now dead, and the deadnefs of Saral’s womb.
Yet, in believing that which was {poken, he had
the moft fufficient ground for his hope. The
word that God fpake gave him confidence, in
hoping to become the tather of many nations,
acainit all that he {faw otherwifc oppofite to that
hope. |

In like manner, the {inner that works not, but
believes on him that juftihes the ungodly, even
him that ralted Chrift from the dead, finds no-
thing about himfelf that can encourage him to
expect juitification, but every thing ferving to
lead him to defpair. If juftifying grace were dif-
putifed according to any fitnefs whereby one man
may be differenced from another as better qualified
for it; he could find no fuch fitne{s, no fuch
qualification in him to encourage him to look for

that grace, but rather the contrary; as Pan/ fays.of
i 11im-_-

30 A DESCRIPTION
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himiclt, Chrif? came to fave finners, of whsm I am:
chic/.  If his acceptance with God thould go up-
on any terms which he muit fulfil, he finds him-
{felf as much without {trength to fulfil them, (and
cfpecially that of fineerity, fer. xvii. g.) as Abra-
bam found himfelf for becoming a father when his
body was now dead. 1n a word, he views him-
{clf in that famce point of light wherein the divine
mercy held maen in fending the Son of God to die
for theim, and wherein his death refpelted them,
1. e. as jinners, and excmies t2 God 3 as wngodly, and
without firenzsth, chap. v. 6, 8, 10. and fo he works
not to make hunielf righteous, but, feeing all his
works againft the hope of his juftification, prays,
as the publican, Be trotitions to me, a finner. For,
in believing or giving credit to the teftimony of
the gofpel concerning the refurrection of the Son
of (God, who, wnen we were yet without
ftrength, in due time died for the ungodly, and rofe
again for their juftification, he iinds good ground
for the hope of being juftified by that revealed
richteoufnefs which is unto all and upon all that
believe, without difference. He fees good ground
to hope for the bleffednefs of tie man to whom Ged
smiputeth vightecr fizefs withcut works. So his hope of
being jufiificd is againft his feeling and expe-
rience ;3 but itis according to his faith. ¥or there
is a glorious ground of hope in that which he be-
lieves. And fo he walks in this {tep of Abrabam’s
faith, belicwing in hope againf? hope.

4. I'HERE was fuch a certainty in Abrabam’s
faith, fuch a firm perfuafion of that which was
{poken, thatno objection could {ftand in his mind
againit the truth of it, and no room was left there
for a thought of the poffibility of its being falfe.
He behoved to be very certain, that what was

{poken
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fpoken was the word of God, and fo affent to it as
His teftimony, torwhomi it is impofiible tolie: for he
belicved God; he gave cradit to Him, who calleth
thofe things which be not as< though they were.
And fuch was his conhdence in the word of God,
that the conlideration ot Fis stun bsdy now dead,
wheir he awas alsut au hoidred years old, and of tie
deadnefls of Sarvah’s reomd, was not able to fhake it.
His faith did not adimie this to confideration asan
ohieétion acaintt the word of God.  So he fFag-
gered not ar tne promije of God through wibeliof
veing iy pevfuaded, that awhat he bad premifed, be
was allc alfs to terform, verle 19, 20, 21.

AND iuch a certainty there 1s in the faith of
Abrakon’schildren believing on Him that juftifieth
the ungodly ; as we may fee from fuch texts as
thefe. Lukeir. 1.———Fhich are moft [urely believed
amang us. John vi. Gq. Ve believe, and are fure.
fohn xviil. 8. 7 have given to them the words whicn
tnsu gaveft me 3 and they have recetved them, and
bave funown furely that I cane out from thee, and they
bave belicved that thou didfi fond me. Heb. x1. 1.

‘aith is the confideace of things hoped for, the evi-
dence of things not feen. Heb. i, 14. T7e are
made partakers of Chrift, if we Dold the beginning of
our confidence fledfaft unto the end. 1 Theil. 1. 5.
Qur gofpel—came unto yow—in much aflurance. T
Thelll 11, 13. Ye iecerved it not as the ward o
meny, but (as it is ta truth) the word of God, «which
offeslually wsrketh alv in you ihat believe. 1 John
v. 9. 10. If we reccive the witnefs of men, the wwit-
nefs of God is grearver.~——Fle that belicveth on the
Son of Gody haily the witnefs i brmfelf.  lHeb. x. 22.
Let us draw ncar ----1n full affurance of faith.
James i, 6. Sur let him afk in faith, nothing waver-
IRT.

T u=
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T ue faith of miracles was a type or fign of the
faith that is to the {aving of the toul, cven as the
miracles were figns of t...ut cternal taivarion which
is by faith.  And we {ce tiiat faith always oppoted
to doubting.

HE that believes on Him tm.tjuﬁ fes the un-
godly, cannot be doubting of that which he
hears God faving.  And the confideration of
his own unfitnefs to be juftined, even the impoil-
bility of his being Jtlﬂ:lﬁ(..d in the natural way,
cannot make him jtagocr at the word of God ;
canrot thake his perfualion, that God who raifed
Chrift from the dead, for the juftihcation of fin-
ners, 1s able to !Ti"‘"ﬂ him, 2 {inner, blefled bv the
imputation of righteoufnefs withecut works.  Ior
he looks on tie word of God which he bL]levcs,
as of tire fame power with isat by which the
worids were framed, calling the things that be
not as though they were, cven as did #ralbant.
And fo the faith of God's word has « certainty
n iz, that philofophy cannot boalt of.

EurT we muit not think, that he who 1s thus
certain ot the fufliciency of Chriil’s rightcoufncefs
to make him juil, is yet affured, th at this righ-
teouinels i1s imputed to him, and that hes made
juft by it.  Forthe word of God concerning the
refurrection of Chrift for the juftification of fin-
ners, teftifies indeed abundantiy the fufficiency of
his righteoufnefs to juftify the ungodly, and af-
fures him that belicveth of Juﬂlﬁcntlon - but it
does not teltify that this righteoufnefs 1s
imputed to us not believing, or if we believe
not; nor does it aflure him that believeth nct
of juftification, but the contrary. And {o it
cannot appear any other way, nor can we be
any other way furc, according to the word of God,

that
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that he imputes this righteoufnefs to us, but by our
faith working with our works, as Abraham’s faith
did with his works when he was deciared to be
juit. When we believe on Him that raifed up
Chrift for the juftification of the ungodly, we be-
hieve that we may be jufiified by this. And the
hope that arifes from this ﬂum or belief, is the
hopeof being made juft, or obe.COtmnrrJuﬁ by the
imputation of this righteoufnefs. And fo the cer-
tainty or allurance that is in this faith, is the afiu-
rance of this, that the righteouinefs of the Son of
God, raifed for the ju ﬂ:l‘icu on of the unzodly for
whom he d:ied, 15 enough to juitify us ungodly
finners 3 is fufficient, without more, to make us
juft.

THIis certain firm per{fuafion of the power of
Chrift’s refurrection to juftify us, is much like
the faith that Jefus called for in the cafe of mi-
raculous hezxling, Maith. ix. 28, 29. Belicve ye
toat I am qdlc to o tois ? _Jf::ardfng to your faith
be 1t unto you. 1'he leper profefled this faith, who
came to him, faving, If thon <wilt, thacu canfl make
we clean.  He was at his mercy, who was no
way oblired to apply his heaunrr power to him;
but he made no queftion of his power to heal
him. He was tully periuaded of his ability
to do 11 : and bv tliis taith he wuas healed for
Fefus 10 upon ity [ willy, be thou clean. But to
him thar {faid, [f th:J'.c canft da any toing, have cor
pallion on us, m’d felp us y his anfwer was, {fmarz
canft believe, & things aie poffible to him that be-
lieveth. ‘This man knew, that Jefu® and his dif-
ciples likewife, had caft out devils, and cured
many. But as he had brought his fon to the
difciples, and they could not cure him, he did

not know if Chrift’s powerextended to this grievous
cafe.
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cafe. 'So he doubted of his ability, and did not

elicve it with a pasrticuiar application to this cafe
wherein he needed it.  And the Lord’s anfwer to
him plainly fignifies, that the defect lay there,
and that he ought to believe him able to do
this that he wanted. And f{uch is the particalar
application that is in juflifying faith. For, feeing
thefe miraculous cures were figns of his power to
forgive fins, faith in his blood for the remiflion of
fins an{wers to the faith of thofc who were heal-
ed. And {fo the doubting thatis oppofed to faith
in the blood of the Son of God for juftification
by thc remifiion of {ins, muft be our hefitating
about the fufiiciency of that blood alene to juftity
us, and cur not bemng fully perfuaded, by the
teftimony of (3od, that it is able to make usjuft,
when we can find nothing about ourfelves to con-
tribute to our juftification, but cvery thing mak-
ing againft it

5. ABRAHAM gave glory to God, when he be-
licved in hope againit hope, according to what
was {poken, and was fironyz in that faith, verfe 20.

IFr he could have contributed any thing toward
the making geod of that which was fpoken ; he
had then fomethine to glory in before another not
{o fitas he. But when i1t was quite otherwife, he
gave God the whole glory of that which he be-
lieved God alonc was able to perform.  His faich
olorified him as God who raifes the dead, and
calls thofe things that be not as though they
were. .

Evey fo, when we work not to make ourf{cives
jult, but believe en him that raifed Jcfus for the
juftification of the ungodly, we give him the
whole glory of our juftification, as not pretend-
inr to contribute any thing toward it curfelves,

C but
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but acknowledging him who diftinzuifthes him-
{clf as Ged, and manifefts his glory in this jufti-
fication.

A sINNER that {tudies to be made fitter than
another for being jultified, cannot be believing the
fufficiency of Chrift’s righteoulnefs to juftify him,
nor glorifying God who juftifies the ungodly by
that rirhteouine{s. He that would work to make
himf{clt rightcous, muflt fuppofe to himfelf a God
that will not punifh every tranfgreflfion, nor curfe
every onc that continues not in all things com-
manded. He mufl {uppofe to himfelfa God that
wiw juftify by an imperfect righteoufnefs ; and fa
loves not righteoufnefs nor hates iniquity as God,
but as he would pretend to do hunfelf. But he
that believes on Him who raifed Jefus from the
dead for the jufkification of finners, refpedts him
as (5od, fhewing the infinite oppofition of his
coodnels unto all iniquity, in the death of Chrift
delivered for the offences of {inners, and fhewing
his love to righteoulnefs, as juftifying by a per-
teét richteoufnefs, in raifing him trom the dead ;
even that rightecoufnefs which the Son of
God finifhed on the crofs: and fo, not being ig-
norant of the juftice of God, he goes not about to
eftablifh his own righteoufnefs, but glorifies the
name of the righteous Ifather, whom the world
knew not, as that name is manifefted by Jefus
Chrift.

Acaix, The finner that works to make him-
felf jult, muft fuppofe to himfelf 2 God that has
no mercy to fhew to the worthlefs and miferable,
[the only proper objects of mercy |, nor any grace
to manife{t but unto thofe who differ from others
by fome excelling qualification. Hc muft fupf—

pole
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pofc to himiell a (God who cannot fhew mercy to
whom he will, but according to thofe dificrences
whereby {inners may glory over one another, fayv-
ing, as the Pharifce, God, [ thank ther [ ant nst as
sthes MeH. cr as this publican. But Le that
believes on him who raifed Chriit for the jutlifi-
cation of finners, acknowledges the glory of the
divine merey and grace fending the Soin of (yed,
fubftituting him in the room of the unaoedly to
whom God would thew mercy, ddhivering him
for their offences, and raifing him for their
wftificarion, without refpeét to any differcnce
wherein one man can find himfcl? excelled Ty
another. T'his is to fhew mercy like God. [fufti-
fication is by faith, that it might be by this
grace.  And he that works not, but believes to
be juftified by grace freely through the redemp-
tion that is in Chrift’s blood, gives God the
glory of his mercy, {aying, as the publican, God
be propitions to me, a finner. And the ftronger
he is in this faith, the more he glorifies God as
did Abraham.

TrHus we have feen the fteps of Abraham’s faith
wheremn they walk who believe in Chrift for righ-
teoufnefs. And we may be encouraged to walk
in them by thefe words of the prophet, 7/ L. 1,
2, 3. Llearken to me, yetihat follow afier righteonf-
nefs, ye that feck the Lord : lask unto the rock whence
ye ave hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are
digged.  Look wunmto Abraham your father, and unte
Sarah that bare you y for I called bim alone, and
bleffed bim, and increafed him. For the Lord will
conmrfort Zion : he will comfurt all her wafle places,
and he <will make her wildernefs like Eden, and her
defert like the garden of the Lord : joy and gladnefs
fhall be found thercin, thankfgiving, and the woice
of melady.

C 2 T he
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2 CoR. iv. 13,
IFe having the Jawme [pirit of faith, accordirg as it is
written, [ belicved, and therefore have I [poken :
we alfo believe, and therefore [peak.

H E apoftle here refers to what the Plalmift

{faid in the name of Chrift, Pfal. cxvi. 10.
I belicved, theircfore have I fpoken : I was greatly
aifiicted. And he fhews us, that as Jefus believed,
and thcrefore {fpake, when he was perfecuted to
decath, for the truth ; even {o his apolitles, {uffer-
e for that fame truth which they al{o preached,
were preierved from defpair, and encouraged to
hope like him by the famec {pirit of faith that was
in him. For he fays, verfe 14. Kuowing that he
which raifcd up the Lord “Fefusy fhall raife wp us alfs
Ly “Feflus, cnd fiall prefent us with you.

Bur this {pirit of faith is none of tnofe things
tiiat were pecuilar to the apotties: for Peser {peak
thus to ail true Chrifhians, 2 Pet. 1. 1. T5 them
that  Lace eobtaived [ife  prectsus faith with  us.
Even us Paxd {ays tothe Philippiars, Let your csi-
verfatisn be o as it Lecometh the geofpel. Stand faft
111 042 fpirity wwith one mitnd, firioting togethor foir te
Faiih of 152 gafpel s and 1 nothiny terrificd Ly your ad-
wverfaries o which 1s to them an evident tofeir of pei-
diiizny bt tr you of falvation, and that ¢f God. For

- unin
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unts you 1t is given in the behalf of Chrifl, nst only to
helicve on himy but alfo to fuffer jor bis fuke ; hav-
ing the fame conflict which ye Juw in me, and wow
bear ta be in me, Phil. 1. 27,—30. And ]Lil'b pray-
ed the Fathcr, not for his apofiles ouly, (fcln
xvil. 20, 21.) but for all that fhall belicve on me
through thetr word, that they all may be one, 1. c.1n
the truth, having the fame {pirit of faith. T hey
have it not all in the {ame meafure ; and none
of them has it in that perfeétion wherein Jcfus
had it ; for in all his followers the flefth lufts a-
cainit the {pirit of faith : But they all have 1t
and arc all htted by it to follow him the author
and finifher of their faith, though none of them
come fully up to the pertection of the pattern.

‘T'ur Holy Ghoft, by whofe power Jefus was con-
ceived holy 1n the Vun*m s womb, dwelt in him as
the fpirit of faith formmg him into a temper and
difpofition fuitable to the faith wherein he grew up
from his infancy. And this is the Spirit ot Chrift,
which 1f any man have not, he 1s nonc of hls.
Yea, no man can make a rmht profefilon of the
faith, but by the Holy Ghott.

THE truth that chus believed is the {ame that
all his followers believe unto 1mhteoufneﬁ,, and
confefs unto {alvation, cven this truth that he
heard from the Father at his baptifm, vz, € HIS
IS WYy BELOVED SON, IN [FHOAM I AM
IWWELL PLEASLED. This is the truth imported
and  demonflirated 1n his refurreftion from tie
dead 3 thisis the great fcope of all {cripture-reve-
2tion @ and this is the word that he euve his dit-
ciples, to didtinguifiy them {rem Lh- “world, that
hated them for lt, praving his IFag’ et that they
might bLe f{anétified rthreuch this truch,  He be-

C 3 lieved
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lieved it, and therciore {fpake 1t : fo do they, hav-
ing the {ame {pirit of tuith.

THE Son of God was {from cternity perfeltly
confcious of his being the fame God with the Fa-
ther and the Holy Ghoft, and of his being a dif-
tinét perfon from them in the fame Godhead, the
perfon to be {fent forth, made of a woman, made
under the law, to fulfil it for finners, and recon-
cile them to GGod by his death, as a {acrifice well
pleafing to the Father. And fo he had no nead
to be told that he is the beloved Son of God in
whom he is well pleafed ; he could not have any
occafion for this revclation, nor any ufe for the
faith of it. But when he became man, he then
I:new this truth in his human f{oul, the fame wa
that we alfo know it, by the fame {pirit of faith,
opening his ear to ‘hear the word of God, and
making him give credit to the divine teftimony in
rcvelation.  As he grew in wifdom, he grew up
irom a child in the knowledge of this truth, by
means of the Old-teftament {criptures, and the
revelation to his mother concerning him before
his conception. See Luke 11. 46, 47, 4.3, 49.
When he came to the baptifm of “fohn, undertak-
xng 25 fulfil all righteoufuefs for his people, he there-
in profeifed the faith of his being that perfon by
whom God fhould be reconciled to men, even the
Son of God, made under the law, to fulfl it
for finners. And he was confirmed in this faith,
by the defcent of the Holy Ghoft upon him, and
by the Father’s voice from heaven teftifying the
fame thing that he believed from his infancy.

Yobn the Baptift, who faw and heard this, tefti-
fied of Jefusas the Son of God, who, coming from
heaven, is aboveall that ever were {ent of God to
fpeak to men, and as the only proper object of the

Father's
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Father’s love. And he alfo teftified of the Fa-
ther’s being well pleafed in him, whom he heard
undertaking to tulfil all righteoufnefs for his
people ; for he {aid, Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh azay the fin of the world. And he foretold,
that this his teftimony of him would be fully
proved by his baptizing with the Holy Ghoit
and with fire ; as we {ee he did on the day of
Pentecoft.

JEesus, after this confirmation of his faith at
fobn’s baptifm, and after the trial of it by the
temptation of Satan, which he overcame by the
word of God, confefled and preached this truth
which he believed. He fhewed himfelf to 7frael,
as the beloved Son of God, by the fcriptures of
the Old Teftament, by the teftimony of Fobn, by
the divine works that he wrought among them,
and by the Father’s voice from heaven: and,
condemning their righteoufne{s wherein they glo-
ried, he declared to them, that he was come to
fulfil the law ; that he did always thofe things that
pleafed the Father ; and that he came down from
heaven to give his flefh and blood for the life of
the world. When he was perfecuted by the
Fews for this truth that he believed and {pake,
he perievered in the belief and confeflion of it
to the death, laying down his life upon it.
And, even under the hiding of his Father’s face
from his foul, he confefled 1t to the Father,
{aying, O my Father, if this cup may not pajs away
from me except I drink i1t, thy wiil be done; and,
Father, into thy bands I commend my [pirit. The
Holy Ghoift dwelling in him as the {pirit of
faith, fuftained him in his agony, when through
that eternal Spirit he offered himfelf without fpot
a facrifice to pleafe the Father. "T'he obedience
he then learned from the things that he fuffered,

cvein
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even the perfet fubmiflion and {ubjedtion to the
will of the Father in drinking that cup, was the
effcét of his belicving himfelf to be the Father’s
beloved Son, in whom he is well pleafed. And
by this Faith, and not by any fenfc or fceling of
the Father’s love, was his foul kept from defpair
in his agony, and encouraged, when exceeding
forrowful unto death, to hope for the refurrection
of eternal life to himfelf, and to all his people.

WE may therefore look on this faith as the
principle of his obedience to the death, by which
we believe to be juftified, and to which this be-
lief muft conform us. And we cannot rightiy
think of him as our pattern, without thinking of
this {pring of his conduct; nor can we walk as
he walked, if we have not the fame {pirit of faith
that formed his charaéter, and condudted himn in
his life and death. If then we would know what
muft be the effells of the faith in us, we may
look to the effedts of it in our pattern, the author
and fnifher of our faith. And to this purpofe let
us obferve the following inftances.

1. THE {pirit of faith influenced him to profefs
the truth that he believed, though the protefiion
of itexpofed him to the hatredand contempt of thc
world, and of the beft efteemed in the world
though it made him a fcorn to his enemicse, and a
fear to his friends, cven when left alone to con-
fefs it in the certain profpeét of death forit: 7
belicved, thercfore have I f[poken : I was greatly
affl:éted. The fame appeared in the apoftles and
hrft Chriftians having the fame fpirit of faith.
And we fee how the profefiion of the faith 1s 1n-
fifted on every where in the New Teftament, and
connc&ted with {alvation : I7ith the hbeart inan be-
lieveth wnto rightesufrcis, and with the mauth com-
feffion is maae to falvation.

T HE
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THE truth that Jefus and his apoftles believed
and {pake, is fienined to us in all the ordinances
of the New Teftament. And we confefs it in the
obfervation of thefe according to the inftitution ;
as we may fee from Heb. x. 22,—25. ltis truc,
men obferve thefe ordinances wherein the faith
is profefled without the fpirit of faith, when they
go alout, by them, to eftablifh their own righ-
teoufnefs againft Chrift, whofe righteoufnefs 1s
ficnified in them, as that which pleafes God ;
~even as the Feros did by the ordinances of wor-
fhip in the Old Teftament. But if any would
feem to be fpiritual, in fhewing negleét to any of
thofe inititutions wherein the truth is fignified to
us, and profefled by us, we may {ay the {pirit that
conduéts them in thisis not the {pirit of faith.

2. T HE {pirit of faith made Jefus a defpifer of
tradition, with all the doétrines and command-
ments of men in religion, and at the fame time a
reverencer of divine revelation, to which he fhew-
ed the greateft refpect and {ubjection, in the fcrip-
tures of the prophets, and in the miniftry of Fobn
the Baptift., For divine faith depends wholly on
divine revelation. ¥aith hears nothing but God’s
word ; and it hearkens to all that he fays, with a
refpect duz to the authority of the fpeaker: there-
fore it is the charadter of 7 us, and of all his fol-
lowers ia the faith, thac they tromdle at God’s
waird, [f. Ixvi, 24 5.

T HE {pirit of faith led Jefus, who thewed negledt
to ufages that had no foundation but in tradi-
tion, into the diligent obfervation of cvery divine
precept.  He obicrved the precepts of Aofes,
carcfully keeping the paflover befere he {ufrered.
And he came all the way from Galilce to Fordan
to be baptized of Fobn., The fame {pirit of faith

appcared
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appeared in all his firft followers, both “fetes and
Gentiles, keeping the ordinances of the gofpel as
the apoftles delivered them, who reccived them .
from the Lord. We fee how readily they {ub-
mitted to baptifm as {oon as they believed, an:l
how they aflembled on the firlt day of the weck
to break bread. he churches, after the firk
church in Ferufalem, continued ftedfaitly in the
doltrine, fellowflip, breaking of bread, and
prayers, praifiny (God. Ior when the Gentiles
received the word of the apoftles as the word of
(God, and it wrought effetually in them, it made
them followers of the churches of (God which in
Fudea were in Chrift Jefus. And the for{aking
of the aflembling together for the obfervation of
the ordinances, is placed as an evidence of apoftafy
from the faith. The believing “fews {till obferv-
ed the precepts of AMofes, till their confciences
were loofed from the obligation of them by reve-
lation ; while the believing Gentiles did not ob-
ferve thefe precepts, becaufe they had divine re-
velation for their not obferving them. So both
“Yews and Gentiles, as well in the things wherein
they yet differed, as in the things to wihich they
had already attained, and were agreed in, fhewed
fubjetion to the divine authority in revelation,
trembling at God’s word, as Jefus did before
them. And upon this footing they were called to
forbear one another in love, as to the things
wherein they differed, endeavouring to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. But an
unity among Chriftians, that {tands by difpeniing
with the negleét of any truth or precept of revela-
tion, and by indulging a regard to the docirines
and commandments of men, cannot be called the
unity of the faith. A friendihip that is c:ult'i-l
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vated by forbearing onec another, in difrcgarding
any commandment of (Fod, and in the keeping of
human tradition, cannot be friendfthip with Jefus
Chritt, who fays, Ye are my friends, if ye do what-
focvr I command you 5 and, If a man love me, he
will keep my werds 3 and, He that lwveth me not,
keepeth not my fayings. Yor He that faith he abid-
eth i1 him, cught bimfelf alfo [o to walk, cven as he

walked.
3. T'HE Ipirit of faith made Jefus a lover of the
truth which he believed, and a hater of cvery
thing oppofite to that truth. Faizh worketh by cha-
rity or love ; and it wrought in Jefus by that cha-
rity which rejotceth not in unvighteoufnefs, but re-
jotcetty with the truth.  Heloved the Father’s name,
manifefted m that truth as inhnitely 7/ and mer-
czful.  And he loved them that were of that truth,
for the trutl’s fake, which he gave them, and they
reccived. T herefore he faid to his Father, O
rightesus Father, the world bath not known thee ; but
I have known thee, and thefe have known that thou
haft feiit me.  And I bave declarcd to them thy name,
and wiil declare, that the love swberewith thou haft
loved mey, may be in themy and I in themn. While he
delighted in them that were of the truth, he con-
fidered them as oppotite to the world, that hated
them for the fake of the truth that they received
from him ; and he loved them becaufe they were
not of the world : tor he took no pleafure in
worldly men. He confidered the beft eftcemed
among them (who were the moft felf-righteous)
as the greateft haters of the divine name, enemies
both to the mercy and jultice of God manifefted
in the truth that he heard from the Father ; and
he looked on them with anger and grief. Yea,
he was alfo difpleafed with his difciples when at
any
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~anygtime they fhewed a temper oppofite to the
truth * that they believed. He confidered the

beft of the unbelieving “fews who oppofcd that
truth as the children of the devil ; and he afcrib-

ed any oppolition to it that he found in his dif-
ciples,to the influence of Satan upon them. Sucn

W AS HIS CHARITY.

His commandment to his followers in the faith

is, ‘That they love one another, even as he loved
‘them ; and they were diftinguifthed from the be-
eginning by their obedience to this command.
T'he {criptures of the apoftles are full of exhorta-
tions to it, as the native fruit and proper eviden:e
of unfeigned faith. And they every where direct
Chriftians in the outward expreflions and practice
of that love, which 1s their obedience to the goi-
pel. For the followersof Jefus love one another,
not in word and in tongue, but in work and in
truth, as he did.

BuT as Jefus believed, that he'was to reconcile
encmies to God, and fo qave his life for thema
{acrifice well pleafing to the Father; his charity,
the fruit of this faith, wrouzht alfo in the way of
benevolence or good-will to thofe whom he looked
on as his enemies for the fake of the truth, and
who perfecuted him to death for it in their 1gno-
rance and unbelief. So he prayed, Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do.  And he re-
quires the fame good-will to encmies in his fol-
lowers 3 commanding them to love their enemies,

to blefs them, to pray for them, and to do them

cood.

»-. JEsus is a pattern to his followers in the faith,
.not only in doing good efpecially to the houfe-
.."hold of faith, as to whom charity rejoices with
~.the truth, but alfo in doing good to all men, t0-

ward
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ward whom it works in the way of grace and
good-will.  His whole obedicnce to the death
was 2 work of grace and mercy to miferable fin-
ners, to the worthlefs and wretched ; for the end
of it was to reconcile them to God. He went
about always doing good, relieving the diftrefled.
And though he himfelf was fupported by the libe-
rality of thofe that miniftered to him of their {fub-
ftance; yet we fee his little bag, that was fome-
times empty, was open to the poor. His doc-
trine of almfgiving, again{t covetoufnefs, was ri-
diculed by the Pharifees, who gave much alms.
And the good works that are required through-
out the New Teftament, as the fruits and evi-
dences of faith, are works of mercy and almf-
deeds; to be done to all men, but efpecially to
the houfchold of faith.

THE charity of Jefus, or his love to the truth
that he believed and fpake when he was greatly
afflicted, fhewed itfelf alfo in enduring all that
afflition for the fake of that truth. And f{o he
is the pattern of the charity that endureth all things.
The Chriftian zeal is the fervency of the Chrif-
tian charity ; and as that zcal is the zeal of good
works, fo it likewife appears in refifting unto
blood, {triving againft fin, after his example,
who endured the contradiction of finners againit
himfelf, and endured the crofs. The Jews had
a zeal of God that moved them to perfecute him
for the truth; but, in oppolition to thefe chil-
dren of the devil, his zcal fhewed itfelf in fuffer-
ing for the truth. In like manner, his firft fol-
lowers counted all things lofs for the excellenc
of the truth, and f{uffered the lofs of all things
for it. And wec fce from this fame pafiage, that
the apoltles looked on the truth, which ticy alfo
believed and fpake, as a precious ¢reafure in their

polleffion,
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pofleflion, for the {ake of which they loved not
their lives to the death.

NN ow, this is that charity, or love of the truth,
that is oppofite to the love of the world, and to
all its lufts, and can dwell only in a heart purifi-
ed by faith. ‘Fhis is that great effelt of the faith,
in Jefus, and in all thofe that have the fame {pi-
rit of faith. Others may talk of this Chriftian
virtue ; but they can know nothing about it.

4. Tue (pirit of faith in Jelus, “was the {pring
of that fincerity and truth in Him, in whofe mouth
guile was not to be found. ‘lhere was a per-

and the confeflion of his mouth. He believed,
and therefore he fpake; not as the Pharifees,
drawing near to God wu.h the mouth, inftantly
Worﬂllppmﬁ' day and night by {acrifice in the
profeflion of the hope of the promife of Chrift
made to the fathers, while their hcarts were far
removed from him in the way of felf-righteouf-
nefs And thefc are followed by men profeﬁinn-
with the mouth in the Chriftian worfhip, that
God is wecll pleafed in his beloved Son; and,
under this {ame proﬁ,ﬂion, going about to efta-
blith a righteoufnefs of their own, and to reccon-
cile themlelves to God another way. T'hus their
profeffion of the faith i1s a lie: And for this anti-
chrift is called a liar. In oppofition to his fol-
lowers, it is {zid of the followers of the Lamb,
who!z blood makes them without fault before the
throne, Y hat n therr msvth was found na guile.
Afrlt,t_.lb]y to this favs the Plalmift, Bleffed is the
st 145t whsm the Lord imputcth st iniguity, and
2is whefe fparit mo guile. And he gives this cha-
radter of an inhabitant of God’s houﬁ:, T hat he
fpeakath the truth in bis heart.  "1he truth that Je-

fus believed and fpake, i= the {prinz of all the
]r‘ ii
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real fincerity that is to be found in the hearts of
men. 1 he apoftles preached it in fonplicity and
godly fincerity; and, as the apoftle fays in this
paflage, renounced the hidden things of dijhsnefly, nst
walking in craftinefs, nor bandlizig the aword sf Ged
deceitfully 5 but by manififlation of the truih, cin-
mending ourfelves to cvery man’s confirence, in the
ficht of God. And finglen:fs of beart was from
the beginning the remarkable cffect of it in them
that believed it; therefore it is faid, £ps. iv.
21, 22, 23, 25. If fo be ye have Leard bimn, and
have been taught by him, as the truth is in Fefus :
that ye put off corcerning the former contverfation,
the old man, which is corrvupt according to ihe deceit-
ful lufts, and be renewed in the [pirit of yorr mind.
— Whercfore putting away lying, [peak coery man
truth with bis neighbour : for we are wiwenidci's snie
of another.

THEY who would pleafe God by fincerity,
and make that which they {uppofe or {cek to oind
in themiclves the term of their acceptance with
Him, would do well to examine their {incerity
in this profeflion, That God is well pleafed in
his beloved Son. For if this faith be not un-
feigned, if they do not unfeignedly love this
truth, and them that are of it, there is no fin-
cerity in them. No man can be {incere in this
profeflion without the fpirit of faith, And every
one that is fincere in this profeflicn, puts off the

old man, which is corrupt according to the de-
ceitful lufls.

5. T HE bumility and [felf~-denial of Jefus was
the effe&t of the {pirit of faith in him. For be-
lieving himfelf to be the Son of God come down
from heaven, to give his flefh and blood for the
life of the world; therefore, having taken upon
him the form of a fervant, and being found in

D2 fathiorz
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fafhion as a man, he humbled himfelf, and be-
came obedient to death, even the death of the
crofs. When he condefeended to wath the feet
of his difciples, and Pecter refufed it, he fignified
to him, thatif he did not humble himfelf, and
condef{cend farther to wath him from his fins in
his own blood, he could have no part with him:
And when he called his difciples to humility and
felf-denial, in ferving one another, he fet his
own example before them in this manner, For
even the Son of man came not to be ferved, but to
Jerve, and to give his life a ranfom for wmany.
When Peter, who had confeffed the faith of the
Son of God, fhewed averfion to his humbling
himfelf to the death, he rebuked him {everely;
and affured all his followers, that they muft de-
ny themfelves, take up their crofs, and follow
him. The fame mind muft be in them that was
alfo in Him, if they have the fame {pirit of
faith, and believe the fame truth that He believ-
ed. It was in the faith of this truth, that He
fhewed the greateft felf-denial, and moft humble
fubmiffion to the will of the Father, when he
{aid, Not my will, but thine be done : for he leok-
ed on himfelf in the view that is expreffed in
thefe words, Sacrifice, and offering, and burnt-
pfferings, and ﬁn-aﬁér:’ng thou didfl not will, nerther
waft well pleafed, (which are offered by the law :)
then faid bhey Loy I come to do thy will, O God. He
zaketh away the firfl, that he may eflablifh the fe-
cond. By the which will we are funétifi:d, through
the offering of the bedy of “fefus Chirif? once.
for by one offering he hath perfelicd for cver them
that are fantiified, Heb. x. 8, g, 10, 14. OSo,
belicving himfelf to be the Son of God, in whole
{acrifice -7 Himfelf the Father is well pleafed,
ifc s.ed Himielf to the death for His pleafure

in
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in the eternal reconciliation of His peopie unto
Him : and they who believe this fame truth for
their juftification, muft be thereby felf - denied
and humble ; as they fee the Son of (God hum-
bled to death for the pride that feparated them
from (sud, and bechold how agreeable humility
and feif-denial 1s to God; and as they know
that he 1s not to be well pleafed in them, through
any excelling qualihcation whereby they may
elory over other men, but only in his beloved
Son, by whoie one offering all forts of finners,
without diftindtion, are eternally contecrated to
God. The faith of this in a finner drawing
near to God, ftrikes at the root of all his prideg
while they that would prefume to pleafe God,
in the way of thanking him that they are not
as other men, (let it be even for their humility,)
are cherifhing within their hearts the very {pring
of all that pride that is hateful to God, and from
which they muft be converted, and become as
little children, or never enter his kingdom:.

THE love of the truth that Jefus belicved
and {pake, is defcribed i1n oppofition to all the
work of pride, 1 Cor. x11i. 4, 5. Charity envieth
not 5 charity wvaunteth not 1tfelf, is not puffed up,
dsty uist bebave 1tfclf wunfecmiy, [eeketh not her ctn,
12 not eafily provoted, thinketh ne cvil. And there-
tore the apoftle John, exhorting Chriftians to
love one another for the truth’s fake, always
{peaks to them as little children, made fo by the
knowledge of the truth. Jefus, who believed
and {pake this truth, is pointed out to us in thefe
words, Pfal. cxxxi. My beart is nct haughiy, nor
mine eyes lofty : neither do I excrcifz anyfely in creos
matters, or in things too high for n:e. Surely 17
behaved and quicted myfelf as a child that is w. .
of Dis wmather : my foul is even as a weaned .
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And all they who have this for the ground of
their hope of acceptance with God, muft be the
fame way difpofed, muft be lcarning of Him this
fame meeknefs and lowlinefs of heart. As Jefus
fought not his own glory, but the honour of
Him that fent him, when he {pake this truth
that he believed, and was greatly affli¢ted; even
{fo we fce from this paflagce how his apoftles be-
haved, believing and fpeaking the fame truth,
verfe 5. Ve preach not ourfelves, but Chriff Fefus
the Lord, and ourfelves your fervants for Fefus [ake.
‘T’heir pretended fucceflors have behaved mani-
feftly in the very contrary way, to the reproach
of Chriftianity, But this came to pafs through

their departing from the faith, as the apoftles
foretold.

6. T HE {pirit of faith in Jefus caufed him to
hope for the joy that was {ct before him in the
word, that comforted him under his great afflic-
tion. Yor faith 1in him, as well as in all his
people, anfivers to this defcription that the apoftle
gives of it, Heb. x1. 1. Faith is the confidence of
things hoped for, the evidence of things not feen. And
fo he fays in this pafiage, Our light affliétion,
which is but for a mament, wworketh for us a far
mare ‘exceeding aid eternal weight of glory 5 while
twe look not at the things which are feen, but at the
toings which are not feen.

T HE hope of Jefus is thus defcribed by the
Plalmift, Pjal. xvi. g, 10, 11.—My flofh fhall ref!
in hope.  For thou wilt not leave my foul in the [e-
tarate flate 5 wncither wilt thou fuffer toine boly One
to fee corruption. Thou wilt fhew me the parh of life:
fulnefs of joys with thy countenance, plecafures at thy
right hand for evermore. In this hope he commend-
ed his departing {pirit into the Father’s hands,
and promifed to the thief on the crofs the happilj

nefs
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nefs of the heavenly paradife, that very day, with
him in the f{eparate {tate. And we fee, from the
becinning of the following chapter, that the
apoftles, having the fame fpirit of faith, expelt-
ed, upon the dillolution of the body, to be pre-
fent with the Lord Jefus in heaven, to be at lome
there with him from whom they were now abfent
in the body, and to fee him there in whom they
now believed.  Jelus hoped to be made full of joy
with the Father’s countenance, that was hid from
his foul {or the {ins of his people, and promifed
himfelf fuinefs of joy in the neareft view and moit
lively fenfe of that which he faw not, but only
believed, when he was greatly afilited ; even the
fenfe of the Father’s being well pleafed in him.
He hoped that his foul, becholding the Father’s
reconciled face, would have communion with the
Father in that fame divine glory that he, the Son
of God, had with him beforec the world was.
And he will give this fame glory to the fouls of
them that believe, who being juslified by faith, re-
joice in hope of the glory of God.

JEsus expeted that the Father, well pleafed in
his obedience to the death, would reward it by a
alorious life from the dead at his right hand.
He hoped for this reward as the full manifeftation
of the Father’s infinite {atisfaction and delight in
the dotng of bis qill by his beloved Son. He look-
ed for a reward, in that life from the dead, {uit-
able to the dignity of his divine perfon conde-
{cending to do this fervice, and in the enjoyment
of which he would appear like himfelf, and as 1t
oecomes the Son of (Fod to appear. So that if he
was humbled to death in the body prepared to himn
when he came to do the Father’s will, he hoped
to be exalted in that body by a glorions life from
the dead on the Father’s right hand, rciguing_di{:;

4
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midi{t of his enemies till they be made his foot-
ftool, judging the world, and inheriting all things
made new, as heir of all things ; and by this he
expected that the divine glory of his perfon,
which he had with the Father befoie the world,
and which was vailed in his humiliation, fthould
fhine forth in its brightnefs to angels and men.
T'herefore he prayed the Father ir thefe words, I
have glorified thee on the earth, I have finifbed the |
work which thow gavefl me to do. And now, O Fa-
thery glorify me with thine own felf, with ihe glory
which I had with thee, before the world was.

A's Jefus hoped for this glorious life from the
dead to himielf, and to all his people, as his re-
ward ; fo all that have the fame ipirit of faith
hope to fhare with him, as joint heirs, in that
reward of his doing that will of the F'ather where-
by they are juftihed. And fo the apoftle fays in
this context, Knowing that he which raifed up the
Lord Fefusy, fhall raife us up alfo by Fefus, and
Shall prefent us wito yon. ‘They that have the
{pirit of faith hope for his coming, having his re-
ward with him, to give to cvery one of them ac-
cording to his works of love to the truth mani-
fefting their belief of it.  And they are encourag-
ed 1n the work of faith and labour of love, and
in fuffering for the truth, by that Holy Spirit of
promile giving them fellowfhip with Jelus Chriftin
light of the Fathei’s countenace, us an earneft of
the glory that {hall be revealed in them ; fo that
hope maketh not afhamed, becaufe the love of God is
foed abroad in thetr bearts by the Holy Ghoft. And
this 1s the Chriftian hope that every man muft be
a {tranger to who has not the {pirit of faith.

7. I HE patience of Jefus was the effect of the
{pirit of faith in him when he was greatly afHit-
ed. And this patience appeared in his apoftles

having
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having the fame f{pirit of faith, as we fee from
this text and context. Paticnice includes faith,
and all the other effells of it, as being our zbid-
ing and continuingz in them under the trial of
faith, Thercfore James fays, Let patience bave
her porfcit work, that ye may be perfeei and en-
tire, wenting nothing., ‘The trial of faith gives
room to the whole work of faith. And patience
includes ail that work. DBut hope 1s an efpe-
cial ingredient of it. T hercfore it is called the
patience of bope. And we {ee it was {o in Jefus the
author and hnifher of our faith, #he, for the
joy that was fet before him, endured the crofs, de-
[bifing the fbare. Patience in fuffering with Chrift,
and confolation by the following glory, is the
oreat {cope of the fcriptures of the prophets, In
whom the Spirit of Chitft tcflified befarchand the
Sufferings of Chrift, and the glory that fhould follow.
And the gofpel, preached by the apoftles with the
Hely Ghoft fent down from heaven, declaring
the fufferings of Jefus, with his following glory,
and calling us to fuffer with him, that we may be
glorified toeether, is wholly a doétrine of patience
and confelation. So that God, manifefted in the
ﬁofpel, is by this diftinguifhed, and from this

yled, The God of paticnce and confolation. And
they who belicve to be juftified by Chrift’s pati-
ence, and look for the glory following his f{uffer-
ings, mult arm themfelves with the fame mind, to
fuffer with him who hath fuffercd for 1i»m in the
flefb. Thercfore we find Paul, profciding his
faith in Chrift’s righteoufnefs, and love to that,
in oppofition to his own ; at the fame timne thew-
Ing a ftrong defire toward the fellow/hip of his fuf=
ferings, and conformity to his death, thzt f{o he
might attain to that refurreftion of the dead. And
he tells us, that all true Chriftians muft be zhus
ninded. WHEN
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W HEN men profefling Chriftianity departed
from the apoflolic faith, they {tudied to fhun {ufl-
fering perfecution for the crofs of Chrift. And
having got hold of worldly power to defend
themfelves from perfecution, they doeparted from
Chrifl’s command of [ubjeltien to the peivers that
be ; and they at laft employed that power to per-
fecute in the name of the patient fefis ! But this
is one of the chara&ers of Antichrift; in oppofi-
tion to whom we find the charalter of Chrift’s
followers i the faith thus ftated in the book of
Revelation : He that leadeth into captivily, fhall g
into captivity & he that Lilleth with the fivord, mufl te
killed <vith the fword, (compure fdatth. xxvi. 52.)
Here is the PATITENCGCE and the FALT H of tie
faints.

HAving thus mentioned the moft remarkable
effeéts of fzith in Jefus, and having at the fume
time obferved how they appeared in thole who had
the fame fpirit of faith; we may nows, by thele,
reflect upon our belief, and {ece if it can appear
unfeigned by its proper fruits. For if we have
that {fame {pirit of faith, it muft have the {ame c!-
fe&ts 1n us : and if we have it not, we are nolgc
of Chrift’s, we are not Chriftians,

L et us fhew our faith by its fruits. And
if we cannot pretend to come up to the perfec-
tion of the finlcfs pattern, we may go forth by
their footfteps who itand in the New T'eftament as
patterns of the imitation of Chrift, having the
flefh in them lufting againit the {pirit of fiuth, as
well as we. The Hebrews are put in mind of the
apoftles, who firft preached the gofpel to them,
and werc their firft prefbyters or bifhops in Jeru-
falem, when it is faid to them, Flb. xin. 7.

4

Remember your rulers wha bave [paken unto you the
word of God : whafe faith follow, confidering the
end
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end of thely  conucizfatien. Fefus Chrift the ﬁmze

',yz’u(/({y, and to day, and for ever. Paul appears in

e New Teftament as the pattern of the long-
fuf”ermfr and grace of our Lord exceeding abun-
dant to ﬁnners, with faith and love that is in
Chrift Jefus. And if we be partakers of that
grace, to them that believe in Chrift to cternal
life, whercof we have a pattern fhewed us in
Paul : then we mufl take him likewife for our
lnttcrn in fol loumf‘r Chrift; as he fays, Be ye
foliswers of me, even as I a ja am of Christ, 'md
as he alfo f..ws, f.r:}a_fe thi~rs wwhbich ye /meg both
Learned and received, and heard and Jeen in e, ds,
wrd the God of peace [fhail be wwith ysx. 1hofe
thines which they had heard and fcen 1n Him,
are the {ame that he callsy true, bonc/ty, jufty zwre,
lsvely, and of good report.  And thefe were the ef-
feéts faith. In thefe lay the wirtue of the
firft fo]lowcra of Jefus, and thefe had the praife

among them.

CHRIST’S
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CHRIST’s vifible CsurcH.

AcCcTs xiv. 273.

And when they had ordained them elders in every
churcn, and bad prayed with fafltngs, they commend-
ed themn to the Lord, on whom they believed.

EVERT Church : 1. e. every one of the congre-
gations in Derbe, Lvitia, Iconium, and An-
tioch in Pifidia. The church of Ifrael, thougha
nation, was yct but one congregation, affembling
in one place, and all partaking of onec altar;
even as all the ifracl of God, the true church,
prefigured by that, draws near to (3od in the
heavenly f{anctuary, all partaking of the one,
true, heavenly altar, as one congreoation. And
fo is every vilible church, reprefenting that true
church, which is invifible, as the inftituted fign
of it, a congregation coming toc:ther in one
place to eat the Lord’s fupper. "T'here is the
higheft ordinance of Chnftian worfhip ; and there
are {et all the ordinary Chriftian church-officers,
the bifbops or prefbyters, and the deacons : and fo
we behold Chrift’s vifible church only there. It
cannot be pretended, by any of the vain difput-
ers upon the foolith queitions about the eccle-
fiafltic government of the nations of this werld,
that there were more Chriftians in any of thole
cities, than might aflemble in one place to eat
the Lord’s Supper. And there are not two
forts of vifible churches in the New Teftament.

T HESsE chirches were congregations of

Chrift’s
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Chrift’s difciples, or believers in Him through
the word of his apoftles 3 as 1t is exprefsly faid
here, 7o hon they bad preached i gofpel it that city,
end bad mzde n:any difciples, they veturned again to
Lyjtra, and Iconium, and Antioch 5  confirming the
ﬁ'z}/.f of the difciples, exhsriing them 1o continue i
the faith, and that we mufl through much tvibulation
enter 1uta the kingdom of God. Aund when they had
ordained them eldevs tn every clurch, and bad prayed
wih fuflings, they commended them to the Levd, cn
whom they belicved.  The apoftles, according to
the Lord’s commiffion to them, firft made dif-
ciples by teaching, immediately baptizing the dif-
ciples and their houfes, them and all theirs: and
aiter that, they confirmed them in the faith of
the truth that they taught them, joining them
torether in churches for the obfervation of all
thines whatioever the Lord commanded them to
teach the difciples to obferve; and cipecially for
the obfervation of his new commandment of love
one to another for the fake of the truth dwelling
11 them; and that they might be companions
in fuitering the hatred of the world for that
truth’s fake. The apoftles therefore looked on
all thofe whom they gathered mto churches, or
congrecations, to eat the Lord’s fupper, as hav-
ing the truth dwelling 1n them 3 and {o they be-
hoved cverv one of them to look upon another;
feeine they could not love one another as bre-
thren in the truth, without acknowledging that
truth as dwelling in them. And {o we fee the
apoftles, in their writings to the churches, fup-
poiing all their members objects of this brotherly
love, and commanding them to put away from
among them any one that appcared otherwifc.
They find fault with them for the nealelét of an

of tae offices of this love one to another. They

L require
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require them all to love onc another with thi,
love ¢: and above all things to have fervent cha-
rity amongit themtelves. And they commend
them hlrrhlv when the love of c¢very one of them
all tow..lrd each other aboundceth. Chriit’s vi-
{ible church, then, is the congregation of thofe
whom the apoftles could call the _/cmzfs and jaith-
ful in Chrift ﬁjm.

T HEIR joining the difciples together in the
church or congrcgation ;1ilembhnfr as one body
to eat the Lord’s {llppel' {erved to confirm their
fouls in the faith of the truth that they taught
them, and to make them fledfaft 1in fulierng Tor
that truth. T hus the difciples in ]emhlcm Z]-
peared {tedfaft in the faith, continuing ftedfaltly
in the doctrine of the apofiles, and in the fel-
lowfhip, and in the breakmcr of bread, and in
the prayers. And the apoﬂlc connedts the order
of the church in Colsffe, with the fledfajincfs ot
their faith in Chiiff : and exhorting the Hcebrews
to hold faft the profeffion of their faith, he di-
rects them not to forfake the afttmbling of then-
felves together.

ELDERS in f'wy Church. Elders is the
Englith word for the Greek pnﬂytr'm "Thefe
are called paflsrs in relation to the church, asa
fock which thev are called to feed. And they

cannot be but in a church, as being from the be-
oinning ordained to the dl(tl‘)]ﬁb onl" there, Nor
is a church complcte in its orde er, or fuily fitted
for affembiing to cat the L.mu fupper, without
thefe clders among them. 'L he apoftles exercifed
this ofhice 1n the church at Jerufalem from e
beginning; and theefore Peter and  fohn ex-
plc siv cali thanfelves ciders. Birnabas ‘-‘)”‘LLII
the dll"l!'l.ll.‘w At ANoch thLLhLI‘, cxhor Ltll“'r theln

all, in whom ht faw the grace of (2od, o L]uil
to the




CHRIST’s wifitle Caurrcu. 41

to the Liord with purpole of heart ; but they are
not called the church till Sanl dnd he afiembled
themielves with them.  Nor are the companies
of the difciples in Dorbe, Lyftra, Iconium, and
Anttoch, called churcaes, tll‘ the time whoen
Paul and Barnabas ordained them elders. T heit
indecd cannot be without a church ;3 but without
them a church wants of its chr, and 1s not
completely fitted to aniwer 1ts end.

TrEeEsE elders or prefbyters are all minifters
of thz word. For, 1. This diftinguithes them
from the dcacons, that they muft be apt to teach,
or able, by found doétrine, “both to exhort, and ta
convince the gainfayers. And when the miniftry
of the church is diftinguifhed into thefe two, wia.
the wninifry of the word, and the mintfirvy of talb/i s,
and the fervice of t'ibles is the deacon’s work ;
the elder, in diftinétion from the deacon, quutk
be a minifter of the word. 2. They are the ru-
lers, governors, and leaders of the church : and
the church of Chrift is not to be governed but by
his word teaching his difciples to obfurve whus
he commanded. Tney are not to feed the flock
of God as lords over them, but as cxamples of
obediecnce to his commands which they teach
them to obferve: for they rule among Chrift’s
willing people. T'he prefby..t.r rulinT or prefid-
ing well, muft therefore be a minifter of the
word, as well as he that labours in the word of
exhortatlon, and as he that labours in teaching.
And as to an elder that is not a minifter of the
word, we may jay his charadter is not in the
New Tcﬁt.ment, and he is incapable to rul: the
church of God.

T H E elders or prefbyters are the fame in ferip-
ture with bifhops. "T'heir character is the fame,
Tit. 1 5y—q. For tois Caufe loft I tiee iz Crete,

E 2 thett



32 CiIRIST’s vifivie CHuRCH.

that thou [foould/l [et in eriier the things that are
'wmzrzf:g, and ordain elders 1n cvery city, as 1 /5.:7{!
appoiried thee.  If any be blamelefs . For
bihop i/l be Z)Zazm;a‘/.;, as the _/z’::w rd of God, &(‘
com}nred with 1 Tiunothy, chap. 111.  And their
work 15 the {fame. I he clders are charged with
the work of bifhops: ior as Paul bids the Ephefi-
an clders feed the flock, the church of God over
which they were made bifhops; o Peter exhorts
the elders to do the bifthop’s work. They feed
the flock, they teach, they rule or prefide in the
church, and they lay on hands, as one of thefe
prefbyterics did on I'imothy, whom fome have
called 2 bifhop. One bithop in the church, [t
above the prefby tery or company of pra.fbytcrs
15 an inncvation that crept into the church ia
the end of the fecond cx..nturv when the pre’by-
ter ruling or prefiding well in the church, began
to be d: Lﬂrmfhed from the prefbytery by the
name o7 :::,-Z: , which the 2 poftles had made com-
mon to all elders.  (Sce wicw of Arian f.?r“'%;j chap.
1. fe7. 5.} But, cven thcn, that bithop and
preibytery was over a hingle congregation cficm-
bling to, and 2ll partakuw of one altir, as 1t
was calicd @ {or there was no fuch thing, (il] long
after thut, as a bifhop or a )ra..‘h*rtf:rv over ranny
congrogntions, or a church made up by the unt-
on of the ovirizers of many churches,

Tz apoiiles did not comniit e core of any
-._m.;ux to a fingle prefbyter cr biflicp: for thouxh
thelc churches here moy be w*]nrﬁd of the frall-
elt fize, Puaul and Buaranbaos ordained 2 pluraiiny
of preibyters in every cne of then.,  So we tee 2
plur:*:h-y Of b; hops as we'l as deacons in Phi-
finpi, and of preflbyrars, whom the apoftle calis
bifbaps, 1n tie church of the Iiphefians,  Neirher
is there any thing like an inllance in the New

Peftamenr,

-
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Teftament, of a church conftitute by the apof-
tles with a fingle prefbyter or a fingle bifthop.
And thus, as therc was in the fymagogue a plu-
rality of chief rulers, Acts xii. 15; {o hkewife
in the church, which the apoftles called #he fyna-
gogue of Chriftians, Heb. 10. 25. Jamesii. 2. ap-
plying the name of onc cf the rulcrs of the {fyna-
cogue to the prefiding prefbyter in the Chriftian
church, Rev. 1. 20. The angel of the corngregation.
We have good ground then to {uppofe, that the
apoftles ordained to the Chriftians in Rome a plu-
rality of bifhops, as they did in cvery other city
and church; and that Linus, Cletus, and Cle-
mens, whom tradition places in {uccefiion as
fingle bifhops there, were bifhops in that church
at the fame time. And therefore we find tradi-
tion very dark about the f{ucceflion of the hrit
bifhops of Rome.

Pauvr and Barnabas ordained them elders, We
have no fuch inftance of the manner of ordaiming
prefbyters or bifhops, as we have of the ordina-
tion of deacons, Adts vi. And this may lct us
fee the folly and madnefs of thofe men, who
have been inflamed with fo great zeal zabout the
manner of that ordination, and have placed fo
much religzion in 1t, as to make the whole
of Chriftianity to depend on it, and to turn
upon 1t as its hinge. And there arc alio
men, pgiving but fmall attention to the great
thing that the feripture points out as chiefly to
be attended to about the ordination of prefbyters,
27z, theitr charaéter, who fhew great religious
zeal about the call of the people, taking 1t for
eranted, that their peoples, multitudes, z2nd na-
uons of Chriftendom, have the {ame power 1n
this matter that Chrift’s difciples had in the apof-
tuie churches,  There has been much difputing

E 3 among
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aimnong cortending parties in the Chriftian world,
about the election of the Chriftian people, whether
it took place originally in the ordination of prefby-
ters or btﬂlops, as it did in the ordination of the
firft deacons 7 And fome would make this out of
the Greck word that is here rendered erdained:
contending, thatit does not fo properly fignify the
laying on of hands, as election by the ftretching
out of the hands; which was a manncr of vmmg
in Grecian aflemblics of the people. It were
well, if they were as attentive to plain things
clearlv {aid 1n the New Teftament about the or-
der of the firft churches, -as thcy have been to
the hint that they find given them in this Greek
word. Rut the ftrefs of this matter needs not be
laid on this, {eeing there was no lefs importance
and concern to the Chriftian pcople in the ordi-
nation of men to carc for their fouls, than in the
ordination of mon to the care of thuir bodily ne-
ceffities, and the difpofal of their alms; befides
that the pecople behoved to contribute to the fuf-
tenance of their prefbyiers.  And as we have no
inftance in the New “ieftament of any fuch deed
done by the apetltics, in any church, without the
confent of the "L/J”ré’ courch; this is enougzh for
cvery church going forth by the fGOt{tcps of
Chrift’s flock. But as for anv other fort ot f{o-
cieties going under the Chriftian name; they
have n0tlhncr to do with this matter, Tlll..} may
walk by their own canons.

As it 15 not doubted that Paul-and Barnabas
laid hands on thefe elders when they were or-
dained, cven as the apoftles in Jerufalem laid
hands on the firft deacons at their ordination;
we may obierve, that there 1s no fuch thing to
be feen in the New Teftament, as the ordma-
tion of anv church officer with the laying on of
the hands of any fingle perfon. Paul indecd

if- T ;}




CHRIST’s vi/ible CHUR CH. 45

fays, he put his hands on Timothy; but as this
was to convey an extraordinary gift, {o it appears
to have been done in one of thefc fame prefby-
terics that laid hands on him alfo. And when
fome conhfidently inquire, Who was with Ti-
tus ordaining elders in every city of Crete, if
hands were laid on thefe? It may be told them,
that this {trong queftion goes upon a {fuppofition
very weak, becaufe it may prove to be falfe,
viz. that there werc no more minifters of the
word, at that time, in Crete to lay on hands:
for the apoftle {peaks of Apollos, and of “Zenas
the lawyer, as with Titus in Crete, when he
wrote to him, T'it. iii. 13.

PRAYED with faftings. They prayed at the
ordination of thefe elders in each church, as the
apoftles did when they laid hands on the dea-
' cons of the church in Jerufalem, Acdts vi. 3, 6.
And they fafted in every church when they pray-
ed on this occalion, even as the prefbytery in the
church at Antioch joined fafting with prayer
when they fcparated Paul and Barnabas, by the
layine on of hands, to that work to which the
Holy Ghoft called them, Adts xnui. 2, 3.

TuEe Lord, in the days of his flefh, fignified
that his difciples, when he fhould be taken from
them, would faft, not as the Pharifees, butin a
way miore agreeable to their faith, and {uitable
to the ftate of his church and kingdom of heca-
ven; and that they had not yet the occafions
tor this fafting, and were not fit for it, while
they were not yet delivered from their prejudice
of a fecular Mefliah, and a temporal Chriftian
kingdom, Matth. ix. 14.—1x7. After he was
taken from them, they ufed fafting, not only
fecretly, and in their houfes, according to Matth.
vi. 16, 17, 18, 1 Cor. vil. 5; but in the
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church ; as we fee the prophets and teachers
miniftering to the Lord, and fafting in the
church that was at Antioch, A&s xiit. 1, 2,
It was not their cuftom indeed to faft on the
Lord’s day, the only day of thank{giving that
they obferved religioufly. But they fafted on
other days, as occafion ferved: for we hear not
of any fixed annual or weekly fafls obferved by
them; but, as they had opportunity, they mi-
-niftered to the Lord, and fafted. And the de-
fign of their fafting had no connction with the
different interefts of the kingdoms of this world :
it referred to the kingdom of heaven, and the
intereft of that kingdom which is not of this world.
‘The furtherance of the gofpel of that kingdom
was the great thing fought after in thefe {folemn
prayers that were joined with fafting; and that
refpeéts all nations without difference, which
fhall all hate it to the end. As the miniltry of
the word has the ncareft connection with this
great defien of fafting, 1t was very proper to
join the prayers with fafting on  occafion
of {eparating the minifters of the word to
their work. Evils arifing in the churches, and
fiens of the Lord’s difpleafure among them,
gave them alfo opportunities and calls to mourn.
But as to nation rifing againft nation, and king-
dom againft kingdom, and the evils that
make the hearts of worldly men fail for fcar
of thofe things that are coming on the world,
the - Lord commands his difciples not to be
troubled with thefe things. When a king of
this world calls his fubje&s to faft, as the
king of Nineveh did his fubjeéts, and to pray
for him; Chriftians can faft in their aflembhes
at any time, except on the Lord’s day: and as
they are commanded to pray for kings, and all Ir
authority, that they may lead quict and pea(:fable
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lives, 1n all godlinefs and honefty; they may,
on that occalion, join fafting with thefe prayers.
But {till, mn this fafting, they muft have chiefly
in view the concerns of the kingdom that is not
of this world, and the great falvation that is
common to men of all ranks, and of 21l nations,
without diflerence: becaufe this is the reafon
why the apoftle would have prayers to be made
for ali men, for kings, and all in authority, T'hat
God wiil bave ail men to le faved, and to come
to the knowledge of the truth.

THEY commeinded them to the Lord, on whon
they believed. 'This they did, when they had or-
dained them elders in every church, and prayed
with faftings. ‘This was the utmoft that they
could do to them. And having thus completed
their order as churches of the Lord Jefus Chniit,
they left them, in that order, to his care, and
depending on him in whom they believed, to
preferve them in the faith, and lead them thro’
much tribulation into his heavenly kingdom.
And this 1s agreeable to what the Lord faid to
the church of his brethren, with their two or
three clders among them, to which the oftended
brother tells his brother’s trefpafs, Matth xwviii.
18. [Zhatfocver ye  fhall  bind on cartn, foall be
bound in heaveny and whaifiever ye fhall lafe
o earthy fhall be locfed i hcaven. For this
makes cvery fuch church immediately depen-
cent on heaven, and altogether independent, in
binding and loofing, of any power under hea-
ven.  T'herefore Paul, leaving the Ephefian
preibytery, no more to fee them, and charging
them to take heed to themfelves, and to all the
flock, in the forefight of falfe teachers arifing
among them, or entering among the flock as
wolves, does not refer them, in this cafe, to the
tare of any bifhop or fuperior judicature;.but

commends



4.8 CHRIST’s oifible CHuRrcCH.

commends them to God, and to the word of
his grace. And the Lord, writing to the
churches of Afia, fpeaks to cach of them as
having full power to corre&t evils amongtt
themielves, and refers them to no f{upcrior
power but his own; and fets forth himfclf in
relation to them, as be that opencth, and wno
man fhutteth; and fhuttethy, and ns rman open-
eths taking it wholly upon himfelf to f{et an
open door, that no man can fhut, before them
keeping his word, and not denymn' his name,
Every church h'wmg the fcriptures, has now
the apoftles and prophets, as the Jews had
Mofes mm’ the proplets in the time of our Lord,
and needs not feck (as the church in Antioch
to Jerufalem, A&s xv.) to any other church,
or to any f{ociety of men on earth, for any
part of the New-Teftament revelation; which
began indeed at Jerufalem, and came out from
the church there; but is now perfeéted, and fo
complete in the fCI‘Ithleb, that no apoftle nor
angel from hcaven can add any thing to it. E-
very church of the faints is built on the foun-
dation of the apoftles and prophets, building to-
gether in Chrli’c for an habitation of God thro’
the Spirit; and having his word and Spirit re-
maining amongit them, they need not go to any
other church, or anv aflembly of church-rulers,
to feek the SJIllt When the queftion is, Who
fhall keep a]l the churches in order, and correct
any whole church walking diforderly, and do-
ing cvil ? the bithop of Rome pretends to do it;
a general council alfo pretends to do it; a dio-
cefan bifhop and a claflical prefbytery both pre-
tend to hold many churches in union, and rule
them as one church 1n the ecclefiaftic govern-
ment of the nations of this world. But Jefus
Chrift, who hath not inftituted any f{uch go-
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vernment for the kingdoms of this world, be-
caufc his kingdom 1s not of tins world, anfwers
the queftion, as to his own churches, in this
manner, [ walk i ihe nnudft of the gilden  can-
dlcfiicksy I hald the flars in my iright band. He
rebukes and chaftens the churches; and, if they
rcpent not, removes the candleftick, or fpues
thecm out of his mouth. And he hath not given
this, which he claims as his prerorative, into
the hands of any man or fociety of men, to
{tand up in his place, and rule his churches;
but hath made every one of them, with its own
prefbytery, or its own college ot bifnops, imme-
diately dependent on himfielt ; and fo indepen-
dent of all others.

T HE apoftle Peter writes to Chriftians, and
deferibes them, in diftinétion from other men,
in  this manner, ——— To themn that have obtain-
ed like precious faith with us, in the righteoufnefs
of our God, and Savionr “fefus Clrifl,

Id 1T H~—in the rightesufnefs of — Fefus
Chrift, He diftinguifhes the faith of Chriftians
by its ecfpecial object, wiz. the righteoufnefs
wrought by Jefus Chrift, finifhed in his death,
and rewarded in bis refurreétion; which Chrif-
tizits believe with the heart unto  righteouf-
nefs, and conreis with the mouth unto f{alva-
tion. Rom. x. §, o, 10.

THE righteoninncfs of our God and Savisur.
They who believe in his righteoufnels, as did
the apoitles, 1m0k upon him as God: for he is
as expreisly calied the {sod of Chriftians here,
where he is pointed outr as the efpecial objedt
of thely raithy as be is called their Lord, verfe
1. werere s kinrdom as {poke of:  The
Foanedin o awr Lird  ava Saviser “fofus  Chriff.

Peter,
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cter, and the other apoftles, bclieved and con-
fefled him to be the Son of (od in t' e days of
his flefh, in oppofition to thofe Jews whko were
ready to acknowledge him as that great pro-
phet, like Mofes, and to take him by force, and
make him their king; but werc chended at his
faying, he came down from heaven to give his
flefh and blood for the life of the world, and 1o
to give them ecternal life. T'he Jews condemn-
ed him to death us a blafphemer, for calling
himfelf the Son of God, fo as to make himfelf
(God; and then triumphed in his death, as the
decifion of that great queftion on their fide. And
the difciples whofe faith bad been fhaken by his
death, again triumphed 1n his rcfurreCtion, as
the full decifion of the qucftion on tie fide of
their faith, declarine him to be tkhe Son of God
with power. ’‘l'leretore '1homas, wren he weas
{atished of the truth of his refurrcétion, {faid
to him upon i1t, My Lerd, and my God. It
is without controverfy in tihe church of the
living God, that Ged was manifeft  1n the  flefh,
juflified in the Spirit, 1 Tim. 1. 15, 16,
For that church 1s built upon this rock, Matth.
xvi. 16, 18. And as it is built on this rock, itis
the pillar and flay of the truth, which is conhrm-
ed aswell as moft irmly believed in it. In that
church, Jefus is called by this name, ‘Fehovah
our righteoufnefs, according to the prophecy of
Jeremia’, xxiii. 6. And this name where-
by fhe calls him, is Ler motto, by which fhe
ftands diftinguifhed from all other focieties, chap.
xxxiii. 16. For this fociety confifts of all them,
and none other but them, who Lave obtained
the like fuitl, in the righteoufne(s of t!eir {od
and Saviour Jefus Chrift, that the apoftles had.
Who have obtained like precious faith with us.
Here
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HerEe the apoftle Peter places himfelf, as well
as the other apoftles, on a level with all Chrif-
tians, as to this faith. Every Chriftian is not a
chofen witnefs of Chri{t’s refurreétion, 1s not in-
fpired to make the New-Teftament revelation;
nor are all Chriftians endued with the gifts and
powers that the apoftles had for that purpofe.
Neither have they the keys of the kingdom of
heaven given them, as Peter had, that by him
God fhould open the door of faith, firft to the
circumcifed, as Adcts, chap. 11. and then to the
uncircumcifed, as chap. x, But as to this faith,
every Chriftian is one with him, and with all
the apoftles. Every one of them obtains it the
fame way as Peter did, Matt. xvi. 17. Bleffed
art thou Simon Bar-jona : for flefh asd blood hath
not revealed 1t to thee, but my Father which is
in beaven. Yor they are all taught of God, John
VI, 44, 453 and they all know bim, from the
leaff to the greatefl, Heb. viii. 11. Whether
we value tnis faith by what is believed, #he
righteoufnefs  of our God, and Saviour; or by
the ground of belief, the teftimony of God, 1
Theft, 1i. 13. or by it’s caufe, and the way
of obtaining it, as it is the gift of God in the
bebalf of Cbhrifl, and comes by divine teach-
ing, Eph. 1. 8. Philip. 1. 2g; or by its
peculiar efficacy in us, conforming us to Jefus
Chrift, efpecially in the work and labour of
charity, verfe g, 6, 7. it is as valuable, as
precious, and demands as much refpeét and
honour from us in every Chriftian, as in the
apoitle Peter.

T HE defign of his writing to them is, that
they may, after his deceafe, have the things
that wer: taught by the apoftles always in re-
membrance, verfe 15. Moreover, I will endea-
Vour that you may be able, after iy deceafe, to

have
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bhave thofe things élways in vemembrance. This
he fays in the forefight of falfe teachers to a-
rife, chap. ii. 1. DBut there were falfe prophets
alfo among the people, even as there fhall be falfe

teachers among you, who. privily fhall bring in dam-
nable herefies, He declares this to be the defign

of both epiftles, to keep in remembrance what
the frft Chriftians heard from the apoftles;
and fo bids them be mindful of the words
of the prophets, and of the commandment

of the apoftles, chap. iii. 1, 2. This [econd

epiftle, beloved, I now write unic you: in both
which I flir up your pure minds by way of remem-

brance ; that ye may be mindful of the wvords which .

were [poken before by the boly propbets, and of the

commandments of us the apofiles of our Lord and. -
Saviour. And he commends the whole epifties”

of Paul, with the other f{criptures, as thé

guard againft fedultion, notwithftanding fome

things in them hard to be underftood, and
wrefted by thofe who are not taught of (God,
nar ftablifhed in the faith, chap. 1. 15, 164
17.— Ewven as our beloved brother Paul alfs, acs
cording to the wifdam given unto him, bath writ-
ten unto yous; as alfo in all bis epifles, [peaking
in them of thefe things: in which are fomc things
hard to be underflood, which they that are unlearned
and unfiable wreft, as alfo the other feriptures, unte
their own deftruction. . Ye therefore, beiov:sd, fees
ing ye know before, beware left yec alfs, being led a-
way with the error of the wicked, fall from your own

fledfafinefs.
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