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DEFENCE

QF

MISSIONS

Rom, x, 11. to the end of the Chapter.

For the Scripture faith, Whofoever believeth on bin Shall not
be afbamed. For there is no difference between the Few
and the Greek: for the fame Lord over all, is rich unto all
that call upon him. For whofoever fhall call upon the name
of the Lord fhall be faved., 'How then fhall they call on
bun tn whom they have not believed 2 and how fhall they
believe 1n bim of whom they have not heard? and how fhall
they hear without a preacher 2 And how fhall they preach,
except they be fent2 Asit is written, How beautiful are the
feet of them that preach the gofpel of peace, and bring glad
tidings of good things! But they have not all obeyed the
gofpels  For Efacas faith, Lord, who hath believed our re-
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port 2 So then, faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God. But I fay, Have they not heard? Yes ve.

rily, thewr found went 1nto all the earth, and their word;

unto the ends of the world. But I fay, Did not Ifrael
know? Furft, Mofes fauth, [will provoke you to jealoufy by
them that are no people, and by a fooltfh nation I will an.

ger you. But Efaias 15 very bold, and faith, I was found
of them that fought me not 5 I was made manifeff unto then

that afted not after me. But to Ifrael he faith, Al day
long I have flretched forth my bands unto a difobedient and

ganfaying people.

HE. Apoftle Paul had a fingular lot, and

as ﬁngular a charatter. It is fafhionable

now to {peak of him with {ome degree of re-

{pe&, but he was generally reckoned by his

contemporaries to be a man of a turbulent, or,
at leaft, eccentric difpofition.

Born at Tarfus of Jewifh parents, he united
in himfelf, the privileges of a Roman citizen,
and of a defcendant of Abraham. His educa-
tion correfponded with the refpectability of his
birth. He was brought up a Phartlee. He
profited in the Jews religion, above many his
equals. He became exceedingly zealous of the
traditions of his fathers, and Beyond mealure
perfecuted the innovators who prefumed to dii-
regard them. In fhort, nothing could be more

promifing
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promifing, in a worldly view, than the circum.
ftances of Paul at the beginning of his life;
and afterwards 1t would probably be a common
remark” concerning him, that if, in addition to
his advantages of birth, abilities, education, and
popularity, he had only poffefled the ambiguous
virtue of fteadinefs, he muft no doubt have rifen
to opulence and to honour. But how abfurd
was it for a man in his fituation, to make {o fud-
den and complete a change of all his principles;
to abandon his old friends ; wantonly to forfake
the path of profperity ; and to aflociate with
perfons, whom he had lately defpifed! Such
conduct, whatever might be the preténce for it,
argued a reftlels temper, an affectation of {fingu-
larity, a {pirit of contradittion, vanity, and felf- -
conceit, for which the mind of a reafonable man
could have no patience.

That firangers to the golpel fhould {peak mn
this manner of a new difciple of Chrift, was nel-
ther wonderful, nor very mortifying. But Paul
had to endure more painful oppofition. Many
who {feemed to be pillars of the church, had not
thole enlarged views of the extent of the Re-
deemer’s kingdom, by which the mind of Paul
was {o nobly animated ; at leaft, they did not

AVOIW
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avow their views in {o manly a mattner. They
were difpoled to confine their own labouis en-
tirely to the fpot where they had once béen ufe-
ful, and to condemn any man, who fhould ven.
ture to-preach to Gentiles, unlefs he could prove
his call by a vifion from heaven. They partly
laboured under prejudice themf{elves, and partly
were overawed by the prejudice of others. Falle
teachers had crept in, who infifted, that if Gen-
tiles were to be admitted into the church, they
fhould fubmit to the yoke of the Mofaic ritual ;
and fome perhaps of the minifters of Chrift, in-
ftead of contending for the unadulterated and
liberal {yftem of the gofpel, were willing to
compromife the matter in this way, that they
might feem to embrace the Gentiles, without
breaking with the Jews, or giving a handle a-
gainft themielves to their moderate biethren.
By this thameful policy, wliile they obftructed
the free progrefs of the truth, they would pleafe
neither the one party nor the other ; and the
reproach which they met with, would be ren-
dered more grievous by the confcioufnefs, that
they had been ¢ defiririg to make a fair thew n
“ the flefh, only left they fhould {ufter perfecu-
“ tion for the crofs of Chrift.” We muft not {up-

pole,
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pole, however, that they wanted an apology foy
their conduét. None were more defirous than
they, to fee multitudes daily added to the church,
But, while perfeétly fatisfied as to the importance
of the objet, they thought much caution was
neceflary as to the manner of pur{luing it. Things
fhould be done quietly and by degreés. Their |
good muft not be evil {fpoken of. The wildom
of the ferpent muft be united with the harm-
leflnefs of the dove. All things were lawful,
but all things were not expedient. They had
their doubts, as to the expediency of openly
attacking the prejudices at once of the people
and their rulers. Such attacks would hurt their
ufefulnefs, would be afcribed to motives very
different from the real ones, would be ftigmati-
zed as inflammatory, would afford an opportu-
nity to the difafleted to raife difturbances in
the country of the moft dangerous nature, In
fhort, would certainly do more harm than
eood.

Men who thus obferved the clouds would

put their hands to the plough with great hefi
tation ; and when they beheld our Apoftle bold-
ly calling the Gentiles to the faith, and with-
out difguife or ceremony, aflerting the liberty

wherewith
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wherewith Chrift had made them free, they
would be filled with that kind of inquietude,
which arifes from the excited mixture of preju.
dice, and jealoufy, and fear, and relentment,
They. would whifper, that they were forry to {ee
their friend Paul {o headﬁrong and rath. His fin.
cerity and ardour might be amiable ; but why
carry matters with {o high a hand, and to fuch
extremes ! They dreaded the confequences of
his violence. They wifhed he might perfevere,
They could not but remark, that he was once
as furtous a perfecutor, as he was now a zealous
Chriftian, and that, of courfe, much of his zeal
muft be afcribed to natural temper. It was real-
ly prefumptuous in 2 young man, like him, to
depart from the beaten track of his brethren
and fathers, without {fo much as confulting them.
It was {urely proper to avoid giving counte-
nance to {uch a man, and even doing him a {er-
vice, to thwart him in his meafures, for the {a-
lutary purpofe of mortifying his vanity.

While {fentiments like thefe laboured in their
breafts, they would treat our Apoftle with a
cold referve, which might have frozen up the
foul of an ordinary man ; and although perhaps
they never ventured, to withftand him to the

face,
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face, as he did them, yet their private infinua-
tions againft his charadter, combined with the
prejudices oi the Jewith people againft his doc-
trine, would greatly increafe the difficulties of
his miniftry.

Accordingly we find, that in almoﬁ all his
public dicourfes and epiftles, he was obliged
‘to enter upon a vindication of his condudt.
A part of one of thefe vindications is contained
in the paflage which we have now read. In
the courfe of this epiftle, he had proved both
Jew and Gentile to be gulty betore God ; and
every one that believeth, whether Jew or Gen-
tile, to be juftified freely by Divine grace
through the redemption that 1s in Jefus Chuiit,
The advantages of the Jews, though great, were
more than counterbalanced by their blindnefs ;
while the goodnefs of God was illuftrioudly dif-
played to the Gentiles, who had long been
funk i the grofleft 1gnorance and vice, and
been defpifed, inftead of being pitied, by their
more highly favoured brethren. Paul was per-
fectly aware, that the boldnefs with which he
infifted upon thefe important truths would give
great offence to his countrymen, and that they
would charge him, not only with apoftacy, but

want
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want of natural affetion. He did not, how-
ever, withhold, through fear, the truth in un-
righteoufnefs, He rather gave diligence to ex.
plain it fully, and ftrongly to urge its evidence
upon their minds. Anticipating their accufa-
tions, he declares his lively concern for the fal-
vation of his kinfmen after the fleth, and aflures
them, that he was not become their enemy, be-
caufe he felt it his duty to tell them the truth.
His do@rine was no novelty ; it was fupported
by their own {criptures ; it referred to a moft
wonderful difpenfation of Divine grace, which
had a&ually commenced, which was eminently
to difplay the glory of Ged, to difleminate hap-
pinefs throughout the world, and to lead to the
complete fulfilment of the promifes of mercy
to the Jews themfelves.

As the immediate {ubject of that part of his
argument which we have read, fis the univerfal
promulgation of the gofpel, it feems well fuited
to the occalion of our prefent meeting ; and a
little attention fo it may lead to principles,
which, by the blefling of God, will animate

and confirm our zeal in the work of miflions to
the Heathen.

‘The
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* The fubftance of the Apof’de s reafoning
feems to be complehended in the following
propofitions, which we purpofe attempting to
illuftrate and apply. |

1/2, That the gofpel reveals falvation to man-

kind, without refpect of national diftin&ions.
" ad, That the benefits of the gofpel cannot
be enjoyed, according to the liberality of ‘the
difpenfation undér which it is proclaimed, un-
lefs ‘miffionaries be fent into every part of the
world.

3d, That partial failures of fuccefs form' no
objetion to miffionary undemkmgs

4th, That miffionaries fhall celtamly fucceed
fo far as to penetrate 1nto every country upon
earth. ‘ |

50, That Heathens fhall hear, and believe,
and be faved while many of thofe who have

long enjoyed the means of grace, are {poken to
In vain, h

In the fir/? place, The gofpel reveals falva-
tion to mankind, without refpe of national di-

ftinGions. -* For the {eripture faith, whofoever
“ believeth on him fhall not be afhamed. For
“ there is no difference between the Jew and the

B “ Greek :
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“ Greek : for the fame Lord over all, 1s rich fun-,-
“ to all that call upon him. For wholoever fﬁa]l
« call upon the name of the Lord fhall be fa-
“ yved.” The great national diftintion with
which the firft preachers of the gofpel had any
concern, was that of Jew and Gentilé. That di-
ftinction could plead Divine authority for its ori-
rin, and had all the advantages of antiquity in
its favour, To {uppole, for a moment, that a
thing fo {acred, could ever ceafe to exift. or be
ufeful, would no doubt be confidered by many
as impious. Paul does not fcruple, however,
plainly to declare, that “ there is no difference
“ between the Jew and the Greek ;” and he
maintains his aflertion by three quotations from
the Jewifh fcriptures. The firft of thefe efta-
blifhes the unlimited nature of the great promife
of the gofpel. It 1s taken from Ifaiah, xxvii.
16. “ Thus faith the Lord God, Behold I lay
“ 1n Zion, for a foundation, a ftone, a tried ftone,
“ a precious corner-ftone, a {fure foundation : he
“ that believeth, (or whofoever believeth), {hall
“ not make hafte.” The {econd is produced as
an argument from the Divine impartiality m
hearing prayer. It {eems to be taken . from
Pfalm cxlv. 18. where the Pfalmift, in celebra-

ting
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ting the univerfal goodnefs of God, fays, “ The
“ Lord 1s migh unto all them that call upon him,
“ to all that call upon him in truth.” Left it
fhould be thought that thefle words of the Pfal-
mift were to be reftritted to temporal mercies,
Paul makes the third quotation, from Joel, i1, 32.
to prove, that prayer, by whomfoever offered,
fhould be aniwered with falvation. * And it
“ thall come to pafs, that whofoever fhall call
“ on the name of the Lord fhall be delivered
“ (or faved) : for in mount Zion and in Jerufa-
“ Jem fhall be deliverance, as the Lord hath
“ faid, and in the remnant whom the Lord
“ fhall call.”

Great as the diftin¢tions were of families and
nations under the early difpenfations of Di-
vine grace, they neither exifted from the begin-
" ning, nor were they ever intended always to
laft. They became neceffary in confequence
of our fall into fin ; and they were eftablifhed,
for the time then prefent, with a view to pre-
ferve the knowledge of the true God, and of
his gracious promifes, and to mark their fulfil
ment in the perfon of the Mefliah. They were
not oppofed, but made fubfervient, to the u-
niverfality of the gofpel-difpenfation. They

were
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were gradually rendered more comprehenfive,
being extended from a family to a nation, that
the way might be prepared for the glory of the
latter day. When that day began to dawn,
they had become old, and were ready to vanifh
away. The abolition of thefe diftin¢tions, how-
ever unpopular when it firft took place, was re-
cognized and celebrated, both in the law, and
the pfalms, and the prophecies. The pfalms
and prophecies {peak véry fully of the calling
of the Gentiles to a participation, in common
with the jews, of the bleflings of the gofpel;
and our Saviour, who came to fulfil the law,
fhewed that it made provifion for the {ame
thing, when, in explaining the fecond great
commandment, he taught that a Jew could be
neighbour to a man that was a Samaritan. He
announced, indeed, the abfolute annihilation of .
all national diftin¢tion, as to the bleflings of
Chriftianity, in his converfation with the wo-
man of Samaria, John, iv.21.---23. “ Woman,
“ believe me, the hour cometh, when ye fhall
“ neither i this mountain, nor yet at Jerufa-
“lem, worfhip the Father. But the hour co-
“ meth, and now 1s, when the true worfhippers

“ fhall
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« hall worfhip the Father m {purit and
“ tyuth.”

The diftinction between Jew and Gentile was,

at beft, the mark of a preparatory difpenfation,
and certainly was perverted in the moft abomi-
nable manner. Occafion was taken from it to

foment and to juftify {elfithnefs, and pride, and
hatred, and war. Men, to whom the Divine
law of love had been given, confined their cha-
ity entirely to the people of their own coun-
try. Under the notion of patriotiim ¥, they

thought

R Patripti['m alfo, fays Soame Jenyns, that celebrated virtue
| jomuch pratifed in ancient, and fo much profefled in modern

times ; that virtue, which fo long preferved the liberties of
HiI Greece, and exalted Rome to the empire of the world: this

' celebrated virtue, I fay, muft allo be excluded, (7. e from

the catalogue of Chriftian virtues) ; becaufe it not only falls
fhort of, but direétly counteracts the extenfive benevolence of

this religion. A Chriftian is of no country, he is a citizen of

the world 3 and his neighbours and countrymen are the inha-

bhitants of the remoteft regions, whenever their diftrefles de-

mand his friendly afliftance; Chriftianity commands us to love
all mankind ; patriotifm to opprefs all other countries to ad-
vance the imaginary profperity of our own : Chriltianity en-
joins us to imitate the univerfal benevolence of our Creator,
who pours forth his bleffings on every nation upon earth ; pa-

trioti{m to copy the mean partiality of an Englifh parifh-offi-

cer,
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thought themfelves warranted to regard thofe
fellow-creatures, who were feparated from them
by a ridge of mountains, or an arm of the fea,
as their natural enemies. And, inftead of being
defirous to impart benefits to others, were dif:
pofed to value what they enjoyed, in propor-
tion as the ‘enjoyment of it was pecaliar to
fhemfelves. | -

A fimilar fpirit ‘hath teo long prevailed in the
church of ‘Chrift. Many of the focieties which
exift in it, have acted, as if -a diftinGion -be-
tween them, like that of Jew and Gentile, ha
been.eftablifhed by Divine authority. Theyhave
almoft wholly confined their views-to their own
aggrandizement, It has been their great ambi-
tion -to -gain the exclufive countenance of the

‘Tulers

cer, who-thinks injuftice and cruelty metitorious, whenever
they promote the interefts of his own inconfiderable willage.
This has ever been a favourite virtue with mankind, becaule
it conceals felf-intereft under the matk of public {pirit, not
only from others, but even from themlelves, and gives a licence
to-infli& wrongsand injuries, not only with impunity, but with
applaufe ; but-it is fo diametrically oppofite to the great che-
raferiftic of this inftitution, that it never could have been ad-
mitted into the 1ift of Chriftian virtues,” View of the inter-
nal Evidence of the Chriftian Religion, by Soame Jenyns,
page 42. of the ninth edition.



[ 15 ]

vulers of the countries where their firength lay,
And even when they were obvioully agreed re-
| fpecting the great doctrines of grace, they have
¢ [0 completely exhauited their ftrength, 1 mu-
tual contention, that they have left themielves
little either of time, inclination, or ability, to
do any thing for the good of their Heathen bre-
thren ¥,

Very happily a different difpofition begins to
| manifeft itfelf, Chriftians obferve, that while
they are dilputing among themielves by the
way who fhall be greateft, the interefls of their
Mafter, and the falvation of their brethren
{ throu ghout the world, are grievoufly neglected.
i Athamed of their indifference hitherto, they are

{etting

¥ ¢ We talk, fays Mr Horne, of the interefls of the efta.
blithment, the diffenting caufe, the baptift and independent in-
tereft, the methodift caufe, and the like, until we lofe fight of
the Chiriftian caufe, the common interefts of mankind, and the
dilipent, peaceable fervice of our Mafter. Thus do we for-
fzke the fublime of religion, fink into the meannefs of parti-
2ans, and infpire our flocks with a fierce feftarian zeal, We
firft baptize our fecular intérefts and evil tempers into the
I"'L name of the difinterefted and lowly Jefus ; and then, contend
for them, with as much warmth and pertinacity, as though

they involved our falvation,” Legters on Miffions, page 2.




[ 16 ]

fetting themfelves ferioufly to attend to that
moft exalted object of Chriftian zeal, the fend.
ing of the gofpel to all nations. They leave it
not, as formerly, to the exclufive care of a few
focieties, however refpectable, but are every
where aflociating publicly for the purpofe of
producing general intereft, mutual confidence,
combined endeavour, and extenfive operation,
Being brought into contact with one another,
and warmed by the {ame fentiment, they irre-
fiftibly unite. While the men of the world are
embroiled in the moft furious contefts, an har.
mony 1s anifing among the people of Chuif,
which 1s {o uncommon, fo unlike every thing
which has been known 1n modern times, that
we need not wonder if fome of our older
brethren, and all our high church leaders of
every denomination, be aiarmed at its appeal-
ance *, The figns of the times are, indeed,
aftonifhing. When we compare the judgments
that are in the earth with the movements

which

* We were credibly informed, that in the General Al
fembly of the eftablifhed Church of Scotland, and in one of
the Aflociate Synods, when a queftion concerning the Mil-
fionary Societies was agitated, the arguments of the majority
1 both thefe Courts were remarkably fimilar,
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which begin to be made in the church, we an-
xioudly turn to the page of prophecy that {eems
now to be unfolding, and alk the myfterious
queftions, * Hath the tenth part of the city fal-
“len? Is the fecond woe paft, and hath its
“ fpeedy follower the third, already come?
« Hath the feventh angel actually founded, and
“ do we now hear the great voices in heaven,
“ faying, The kingdoms of this world are be-
“ come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his

“ Chrift, and he fhall reign for ever and ever ?”
Rev, xi, I3, 14,15, l
Let us, brethren, mark the opening of the ways
of God. Let us be concerned, not for the church
in Scotland alone, under any of its forms or de-
nominations ; but, adopting the lariguage of the
Plalmift, fay, * Let the people praife thee, O
“God ; let all the people praife thee.. Then
“ thall the earth yield her increafe ; and God,
“ even our own God, thall blefs us. '‘God fhall
“blefs us, and all the ends of the earth fhall
“ fear him.” In pleading the caufe of Heathens
at a diftance, we would not wifh to withdraw
your attention from thole among whom you
live. But, while moved by the mifery that is
prefented to our view, are we not apt to dilre-
G gard
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gard the mifery, greater perhaps, and miore ge-
neral, of which we are informed only by the
teftimony of others? The diftant: Heathens
equally need, and, blefled be God, are equally
warranted with ourfelves to believe the gofpel.
If there be no difference between the Jew
and the Greek, far lels is there any between
one nation of Gentiles and another. Let
us rejoice, then, in the liberal ordet of things
which now obtains. We have profited by it
Our inflitution, as a Mifionary Society, calls
upon us to a& according to its {pirit and. ten-
dency. And we are fure, that, to the end of
time, it will keep equal pace with the progrefs
of the gofpel, until it iffue in univerfal and eter-
nal peace. “ For out of Zion fhall go forth
“ the law, and the word of the Lord from Jeru-
“ falem.. And he fhall judge among the na-
“ tions, -and fhall rebuke imany people; and
“ they fhall beat their {words into ploughifhares,
“ and their {pears into pruning hooks : nation
“ {hall not lift up.{word againft nation, neither
“ fhall they learn war any more.” Ifaiah, i1. 3, 4-

In the fecond place, The benefits of the gol-

pel cannot be enjoyed, according to the libera-
hity
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lity of the dilpenfation under which it is pro-
claimed, unlefs Miffionaries be fent into every
part of the world. “ How then fhall they call
“ on him 1n whom they have not believed ? and
“ how fhall they believe in him of whom they
“have not heard? and how fhall they hear
“ without a preacher? and how fhall they
“ preach except they be {ent ? As it is written,
“« How beautiful are the feet of them that
“ preach the gofpel of peace, and bring glad
“ tidings of good things !” It might have been
fuppofed, that if there were no difference be-
tween the Jew and the Greek, the condition of
the Gentiles was {ufficiently favourable and fafe,
although no means fhould be ufed for their il-
lumination. Unreafonable as this opinion at firft
fight may appear, 1t 1s not uncommon 1n the
prefent times. Many argue, in {eeming con-
formity to the {criptures which were quoted
above by the Apoftle, that fince the Lord is
rich in mercy unto all, there 1s no fear but
Heathens will be eternally happy, whether they
hear the gofpel or not. Such perfons muft, of
courfe, difregard the object of a Miffionary So- -
ciety, and be difpofed to negle& the means of

grace even for themfelves, It was of mmpor-
tance,
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tance, therefore, that Paul fhould guard his
quotations from being wrefted, and it 1s of equal
importance to us, that we thould attend to the
inferences which he draws from them. He
fhews, that they lead to a conclufion very diffe-
rent from that which we have now mentioned.
Salvation, in the golpel-promife, was connected
with prayer, and this connection of the means
with the end evinced the neceflity of a know-
ledge of the truth. Nothing confiftent with
the Divine charalter could be more gracious,
than the proclamation to a world of finners,
“ Whofoever fhall call on the name of the Lord
“ thall be {aved.” Yet from this proclamation
alone, it was evident, that without the preach-
ing of the golpel men could not enjoy this great
falvation. “ How fhall they call on him in
“ whom they have not believed ? and how fhall
‘ they believe in him of whom they have not
“ heard ? and how fhall they hear without a
“ preacher ? and how fhall they preach except
“ they be fent ?” The reafoning is obvious and
irrefiftible, and it is moreover confirmed by ano-
ther quotation from Ifaiah, refpeéting the man-
‘ner 1 which the bleflings of the gofpel were
m fa&t to he conveyed. This was to be done

by
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by the {ending. of preachers, whole office is,
therefore, defcribed to be of the utmoft impor-
tance. ¢ As it is written, How beautiful are the
“ feet of them that preach the golpel of peace,
“ and bring glad tidings of good things!”

In defcribing the {piritual condition of our
fellow-creatures, it would 1ll become us to {peak
with unfeeling prefumption. But, when the
word of God exprefsly declares, that the Hea-
then are without excule, and that, as a judg-
ment for their 1dolatry, God hath given them up
to uncleannels, to vile affe¢tions, and to a repro-
bate mind ; when all the authentic accounts
we recelve concerning the manners of Pagan
and infidel nations, corroborate thefe declara-

tions * ; would it not be falfe delicacy, and a

proof

* The following teftimony of one, who has {pent the
gteater part of his life among the Heathen in India, deliver-
ed with an unaffeéted fimplicity, which is an internal mark of
its veracity, deferves particular notice :  The knowledge of
“ God, of his divine perfeftions, and of his mercy to man-
“kind, may be abufed ; but there is no other method of re-
“ claiming mankind, than by inftruting them well. To hope
* that the Heathens will live a good life, without the know-
« ledge of God, is a chimera, The praife beftowed on the
* Heathens of this country by many of our hiftorians, is re-

“ futed
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proof of cruelty, rather than of compaffion, to
deny, or to conceal the mifery of their fiate,
The Heathens, brethren, that 1s, millions of
your fellow-creatures, “ are dead in trefpafles
“ and {ins ;” they are * by nature the children
“ of wrath; taken captive by the devil at his
“ will ; foolifh, difobedient, deceived, ferving
“ divers lufts and pleafures, Iiving 1 malice
“ and envy, hateful and hating one another.”
If ever they are to be {aved, themr ialvation,

under God, muft depend upon you. They
cannot call upon the name of the Lord, unlefs
they believe in him ; they cannot believe In
him, unlefs they hear of him; they cannot
hear without preachers, and men cannot preach
except they be fent.

What, then, 1s our obvious duty? Are we to
fit ftill and confine ourfelves to prayer for their
falvation, when-the means which we fhould ufe

are fo clearly pointed out? Doubtlefs, “ the
“ effectual

“ futed by a clofe (I might almoft fay', fuperficial) infpection
“ of their lives, Many hiftorical works are more like a ro-
“ mance than hiftory. Many gentlemen here are aftonifhed
“ how fome hiftorians have proftituted their talents, by writ-
“ing fables.” See Mr Swartz’s letter, in the Miflionary
Magazine for January 1797, page 16.
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« effetual fervent prayer of a righteous man
« availeth much :” but prayer, unaccompanied
with exertion, 1f not abfolutely hypocritical,
muft afluredly be lukewarm. To one who
fhould reft fatisfied with fuch an evafion of du-
ty, we might apply the queftion of John, re-
[peting a fimilar eharater as to temporal
things, *“ How dwelleth the love of God in
“ im ?”’ -No, brethren ; God hath {ent unto us
all his fervants the prophets and apoftles, rifing
up early and {ending them, becaufe he had
compaflion on his people, and on his dwelling-
place ; and let us, if we are at all ferious in our
profeflion of Chrifhianity, be imnitators of God as
dear children. Let us rife up early and {end
men to relieve our pertthing brethren. Let us
fend unto them preachers, that they may hear,
and believe, and call upon the name of ‘the
Lord, and be faved. Let us cheerfully part
with preachers for this important purpofe ; nay,
let us ieparate them for the work whereunto
the Holy Spirit hath called them. Let the
churches of Chrift bring them forward on therr
journey after a godly fort, and receive fuch,
that they may be fellow-helpers to the truth.

Let preachers rejoice, that they are honoured

1o
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to be fo highly ufeful in the world. Let them
willingly fay, “ Here are we, fend us.” For
Chrift’s name fake, let them go forth, taking
nothing of the Gentiles, fecking not theirs but
them. Let them go out into the high ways
and hedges. Let them cry without, and utter
their voice in the ftreets; let them cry in the
chief place of concourfe, in the openings of the
gates ; 1n the city, let them utter their words.
Let them carry along with them the well-atteft-
ed record of divine truth. Let them tranflate
it. Let them copy it'out. Let them publifh,
and difperfe it. While God himfelf giveth the
increafe, let them plant, and let them water
churches of Chrift. Difficulties let them en-

counter with alacrity ; dangers let them meet
with fortitude ; hardfhips let them bear with
patience. Let them be ready, not to be bound
only, but alfo to die for the name of the Lord
Jefus. And when any of them fhall have
actually refifted unto blood, let his brethren,
inftead of being difcouraged by his fate, rejoice
in the grace by which he was fupported ; and,
while they follow his footfteps, let them cheer-
fully fay, ©“ He could not have died in a better

caule.”
When
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When thefe exertions fhall be made, when
they fhall be perfifted in, when they fhall be
made univerfally throughout the Chriftian
church, then fhall it appear that the time to
favour Zion, yea the fet time is come. For
“ the {ervants of the Lord fhall take pleafure
“ 1n her ftones, and favour the duft thereof. So
« the Heathen fhall fear the name of the Lord,
“and all the kings of the earth his glory.”
And why fhould they not be made without de-
lay ? Is 1t not a duty to make them now, as
well as in primitive times? Moft certainly it is,
and muft continue to be {o, while the command
thall be binding, and the promife {hall ftand
good, which our Lord gave to his dilciples be-
fore his afcenfion. o

Is the prefent period fo peculiarly unfavour
able as to juftify liftlefs indifference, or ineflica-
cious expectation? Thefe are juftifiable at no
perfod ; the prefent is the only one which
we can lmprove ; and, portentous as it feems,
many advantages may be found in it, which be-
fore were unknown. Mutual forbearance now
more generally prevails, and thus the brethren
are more difpofed to combine theirefforts. Learn-
ing is wholly and exclufively in the poffeffion of

D the
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the ‘Chiftian nations. The comineice of the
ivorld is in ‘their Hands. THe difcovery of To-
reign ‘cotintries is almoft completed. They 4re
becoming ‘more ‘ealy'tf acdefs every'day. ‘Mén
feem to Be ‘mrowiiig miore awaké to the voice of
information a fpirit of enquiry has gorie a-
broad ; Wwliere -people might have remialned in-
dttentive, theydre forcibly rotifed by e alarm
of iitipending ‘calamity ; -afid, s if to cdtch the
favoiirable moment, Chriftians dre every where
prepdring to pourinto their dnxidhs-iniids the
confolatihs of ‘tle sofpel. « Say ‘nit, ‘then,
“ tliére are yet four dnoiiths, ‘and “then -cometh
“rarveft : behold, I-fay ‘uiitoyoh, lift p ‘your
“ gyes, and look ‘on ‘the ‘ficlds; for ‘they -are
“ white already to harveft.” -The prefent is in-
-deed-a tibublous time. Butwhat faith the ferip-
ture? * The‘ftréet of*ourJertfalem fhall be built,
wantl thewall, even in-troublous times.” ‘Dan. ix.
a8, Itida time of much ifidélity-and wicked-
‘nefs. _:Bm the'infidélity and wickednefs which
‘prevail have béen greatly‘increafed by the cor-
‘riptions’ of the-church,and the hypocrify or in-
-confiftency of its profefled members. The
‘Preachers of the gofpel “have ‘been lazy, while
the -apoftles of error ‘have ‘been adtive. Our

1niquitles,
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iniquitics, brethren, and the iniquities of our
fathers, have added to our difficulties this day.
Had we been exemplary in our own condud,
and as zealous in our caufe as infidels are in

llllll

-

theirs ; had we even ufed the fame degrees of
exertion, In promoting the gofpel, which we do
in purfuing our worldly concerns, there is rea-
fon tq believe, that the work of the Lord would
have been further advanced, apd in a more fa-
vourable condition. But wickednefs muit al-
ways increafe, till coynteracted by the gofpel.
Let the profanenefs of the times, then, be ac-
knowledged as a caufe of humiliation, and a
motive to repentance, but let it not once be na-
med 3s an apology for negligence, Will the gar-
den of the flyggard be cleared of its weeds by a
little more flumber? And how can we trifle a-
way our lives in Liftlefs indulgence, when the in-
tereffs of Chnft gre reduced to fo low a flate.
“ Thus {peaketh the Lord of hofts, faying, This
“ people fay, the time is not come, the time
‘ that the Lord’s houfe fhould be built. Then
“ cometh the word of the Lord, faying, Is it
“ time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled
“ houles, and this houle lie wafte ? Now, there-

“ fore,
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“ fore, thus faith the Lord of hofts,‘~ Confider
“ your ways.” Haggal, 1. 2, 3, 4
Agamn, OShall we fear to fend preachers
abroad, left the churches of Chrift be left deft1-
tute at home ? What! hath the Head over all
things to the church exhaufted his gifts, or
will he ceafe to beftow them, becaule ’_ihey are
all improved to the greateft advantage, in order
to enlarge his heavenly kingdom ? Had others
been affe¢ted by fuch a fear of unbelief, they
never had fent their preachers to our forefathers,
and we fhould have been now miferable Pagans.
Surely, we can look only for a liberal {fupply,
when we freely impart of the portion recel-
ved, to the neceflities of our brethren It
might probably beé found, upon enquiry, to
be an invariable rule in the hiftory of the
church, that able and zealous minifters of Chrift
have always been moft numerous, when the
greateft proportion of them was devoted to the
{fervice of the gofpel among the Heathen ¥,
When ‘preachers are either unwilling to go
| abroad,

* An increafed fupply of faithful preachers is likely to be
procured from among the teachers of Sunday-{chools, which,

though now very numerous, are a recent inflitution in this
country.
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abroad, or are withheld by the churches, blind
leaders {requently run unfent, and occupy the

ftations which preachers fhould have filled.

Hence, in a great meafure, the grofs enthufi-
alm which we hear of at Sierra Leone, and in

fome parts of America, The truth is, in thefe

places, there has been, and ftll is, a want of
preachers, and men have affumed the office,
fome of whom cannot fo much as read the holy
criptures. As might naturally be expeded,
evils have followed, which it would have been

much eafier to have prevented, than it can now
be to remedy ¥,

Finally,

* See accounts from Sicrra‘Lcﬂne in the religious intelli-
gence of the Miflionary Magazine for January and February.,

“ In this province,” fays a correfpondent in Nova Scotia,
in a letter dated October 1796, ¢ in this province, divifions
are endlels, We have Roman Catholics, Church of England,
eftablithed Church of Scotland, Burghers, Antiburghers, Co-
venanters, Dutch Calvinifts, Congregationalifts, Lutherans,
Methodifts both of Wefley’s and Lady Huntingdon’s con-
nections, Bﬁptiﬁs, Swedenborgians, Sandemanians, Quakers,
Univerfalifts, and a fedt called New Lights, Lrror in faith
and pratice abounds. Enthufiafm, in all its hideous forms,
ftalks abroad in open day 5 and bigotry, with all its fiffnefs,
manifefts itfelf, to the great prejudice of the true religion.”

Thefe evils he almoft entirely afcribes to the want of proper
preachers.
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- Finally, Shall we, willing to juftify ourfelves,
{feck a refuge in controverfy, and plead that
preachers may ftay at home, until Chriftians be
agreed, as to'the doétrines which they fhould
preach, and as to the manner, in which they
fhould be fent abroad? Heathens, it is faid, will
only be confounded by contradictery opinions,
and varlous modes of “worfhip. We {hould
wait, therefore, till we attain greater upanimity,
betore we think of making profelytes. Diifer-
ences of opinion are certainly an obftacle to
the diffufion of the gofpel. But they are {o
chiefly, as they involve a -corruption of the gol-
pel itfelf. While the Lord gives teftimony to
the word of his grace, that it may have free
courfe and be glorified ; he in mercy to man-
kind confines the contagious effufions of 1g
norance and mmpofture *, Let us, therefore,
I
% « Men may by degrees corrupt Chriftianity where it
is, fays Dr Hardy, but they fhall not propagate it in this
flate : they fhall not fpread error over the earth in the name
of Chrift : they fhall not give to the Gentiles an inftjtute of
pageantry and myfticifm, calling it Chriftianity : they may
offer it if they will, but providence in 1ts general conduct
fhews that the Gentiles will not accept it.”” Sermon before
the Socjety in Scotland for propagating Chriftian knowledge,
May 30. 1703.
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in prqi)agating Chriftianity, learn to keep
clofe to the {criptures, and to attempt the
diffemination of mothing but the truth. In.
fead, however, of waiting till we attain greater
ananimity before we engage in ‘miffions, we
fhould rather confider it as an additional reafon
for engaging -1 them imiediately, that they
are the mofi likely -meaiis in the world to pro-
inote the unanimity which is defired. Many of
our controverfies are merely of a local nature,
They hiave taken their rife from -our peculiar
inodes of {cholaftic education, or from the laws
and ¢uftoms-of the land :in which we live ; and
they have been kept alive by the prejudice,
the dmbition, -and ‘the temporal intereft of ‘the
parties, rather than by the deliberately formed
jndgmert -of -their minds. Where the bone of
confention lies, there the conteft is likely to
continue. But fix the attention of .the comba-
tants on a common object, -remove them.irom
the field-of battle ; and an armiftice will-enfue,
which-inay lead to-an honourable and a lafting
peace. ‘Have ‘not the Miffionary Societies alrea-
dy tended to unite the people of Chrift ? And,
if this be the cafe with the members of thefe
focieties, -how much-more will it be with-the

mifionaries’?
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miflionaries? Will not {ympathy of zeaf,,in the

fame great undertaking, will not mutual depen.

dence and participation in all the difficulties

and hardfhips that may befall, will not the to.
tal change of circumftances itielf, have a moft
powerful effedt in binding them together?

-What, brethren, would become -of our divi.
fions about the National Covenants, the law

of Patronage, and the Burgher Oath, if we were

once embarked on a voyage to the Eaft Indies,

or fairly landed, and addrefling the Hindoos #

That there are differences of opinion in the
church of Chrift of a 'more general and impor-
tant nature, we do not deny. But even thele

are bjr no means {o formidable as may be {up-

pofed. - Chriftians frequently imbibe  notions,

“which neither reign i their hearts, nor goverr
their

* In America, there have been feveral inftances of minif-
ters holding communion with one another, who belonged to
different connexions before they left this country.

It deferves allo to be mentioned, that Mr Clark has ordain-
ed a feflion of elders at Sierra Leone, according to the Prefby-
terian model of the Church of Scotland, one of whom was
lately a Scotch Independent, and another had conformed to the
Church of England. Not only have thefe men accepted the
‘office, but the whole feffion appear to be very harmonious, and
diligently employed in endeavours to do good.
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their conduct. About thefe they may difpute
keenly among themfelves. But let them-pour
out their {ouls 1 prayer to God, or let them
preach the golpel to ignorant finners, and
they will ufe nearly the fame language. After
all, if Heathens thould perceive fome differen-
ces of opinion, and varieties of worfhip among
Chrittians, does it necefarily follow, that by thefe
things, they will be confounded? Will they not
{ee,that {uch differences fink into nothing, when
compared with the difference between the doc-
trines of the golpel and their own vain fuperfti-
tions > They will not, therefore, reje@ our light,
becaufe {fome of its rays may be tinged by the
medium through which they pafs. No doubt,
while knowledge 15 1mperfect, the wanderings
of error will be many, and her wanderings will
retard the advancement of the truth. But we
are not to ftop, becaufe our progrefls is flow.
“ Whereto we have already attained, let us
“ walk by the fame rule, let us mind the {ame
“ thing : and if in any thing 'ye be otherwife
“ minded, God fhall reveal even this unto you.”
The promife of unclouded vifion belongs to
the miffionaries of the latter day. “ Thy watch-
* men fhall lift up the voice, with the voice

E ¢ together
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“ together fhall they fing : for they fhall fee
“ eye to,eye ‘when the Lord {hall bring again
“ Zion.” Iaiah, hi. 8.

As to any queftion that might arife refpecting
the manner in which preachers thould be {ent
abroad, the conftitution of our Society wilely
provides againft the fhadow of a pretext for
éontroverfy. Every approved candidate they
will renut for ordination to the particular reli-
gious connection to which he belongs. It was
known, that {erious fcruples would be enter-
tained by fome, againft a miﬂionar,y fociety, In
which minifters of different denominations
fhould, in their coalition as members of the {o.
ciety, ordain miffionaries. To avoid giving un.
neceflary offence, the regulation to which we
refer was adopted *, But to cure them of bi-
gotry, and to produce humiliation, let every

religious

* It was argued by a Doftor in our General Affembly
laft year, that this regulation laid a foundation for contro.
verly and even bloodfthed among miflionaries, - becaufe it
fuppofed they might be of different religious perfuafions.
To fuch reafoning it {eems fufficient to reply, that no fociety
which adopts a regulation of {o much forbearance is likely to
be tainted with bigotry, and that no miflionaries, willing to
affociate with one another, according to the liberal fpirit of

this rule, can be the zealots of a pasty,
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religious community obferve, that the very ex-
iltence of focieties for propagating the gofpel,
is an evidence of the deficiency of conttituted
churches. Had they not all been wanting in
zeal or 1n abilities, or both, fuch felf-created
inflitutions would not have taken place. It is
indeed very remarkable, that while all churches
have profefled to imitate the primitive model,
they have almoft all agreed to neglect a very
conipicuous part of it, the deftination of a pro-
portion of .minifters to the labours of itinerancy.
This certainly fhould not be negletted fo long
as the difufion of the gofpel remains incom-
plete ; and yet, while ecclefiaftical judicatories
are bufied every day about the fettlement of
minifters in formed congregations, and where
a temporal provifion for their maintenance is
fecured, the {ending of miflionaries is almoft
unknown ; when it does happen, 1t originates,
not {fo much in the zeal of the conflituted au-
thorities of the church, as in that of indivi-
duals who affociate for the purpofe of prompting
them to their duty; and the office of a miflion-
ary itfelf 1s fo {eldom recommended, and io eafily
given away, that the men who venture to un-
dertake it, are generally regarded as wild en-

thufiafts,
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thufiafts, and are {ometimes, In fact, very ili
qualified for the important tafk, It cannot be
pleaded, that there is a want of preachers; for
where proper means are ufed, there will always
be a {fupply proportioned to the demand. Nei-
ther can want of refources be pleaded ; for cer-
tainly a church has the {ame refources which
a fociety has. Experience has always fhewn,
that Chnftians are willing to contribute to-
wards the propagation of the gofpel; and con-

tributions might, in general, be raifed with
greater advantage by a church than by any
other body of men. Let us confefs, then, that
the zeal of individuals has often {urpaflfed the
zeal of the churches of Chrift in their collec-
tive capacity ; and let thofe churches beware
of preferring cumberfome and lifelefs forms of
procedure to duties of real importance, which
have been much negleted. Miffionary focie-
ties were called for by the commanding voice
of neceffity. Let them be countenanced
by the lovers of Jefus and of fouls, until the
churches be reftored to primitive harmony and
vigour. And let it not be unnoticed, that by
the {ame principle upon which we juftify a
miffionary {ociety, we muft approve of other

voluntary
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voluntary muflionary undertakings, ¢ Would
“«God ! that all the Lord’s people were pro-
“ phets, and that the Lord would put his Spi-
“rit upon them.” Many, it 1s faid, fhall run
to and fro, and knowledge fhall be increafed.
But hitherto our itinerant evangelifts feem to
be neither {fufficiently numerous nor refpecta-
ble. “ The harveft truly is plenteous, but the
“ labourers are few. Pray ye, thérefore, the
“ Lord of the harveft, that he will fend forth

“ labourers nto his harveft,” Math, ix. 37, 38.

In the third place, Partial failures of fuccefs
form no objection to miffionary undertakings.
“ But they have not all obeyed the gofpel. For
“ Efalas faith, Lord, who hath believed our re-
“port ? So then faith cometh by hearing, and
“ hearing by the word of God.” After cele-
brating the labours of thofe who travelled from
one country to another to preach the gofpel of
peace, laiah, in the fame prophetical difcourfe
from which the Apoftle had taken his laft quo-
tation, fays, liii. 1. “ Who hath believed our re-
*“ port-? and to whom is the arm of the Lord re-
“ vealed ?” Paul was aware, that as thefe words

contain a complaint, which has always been
too
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too well founded, fome might turn them ints
an objection againit his labours as the Apoftle of
the Gentiles. Why, they might fay, continue
preaching to Gentiles, when all thofe who have
already heard you do not believe? Reafon.

ing like this 1s frequently retailed to the pre.
fent day. Some who even acknowledge the
neceflity of the gofpel to falvation, feem difpo-
{ed to treat as hopelefs, or at leaft very unlikely,
all attempts to propagate Chriftianity among
the Heathen. They profefs to think it wrong,
to take men from what they call fpheres of cer-
tain ufefulnefs, to fpheres where their ufefulnefs
1s very uncertain. ‘They {peak with the great-
er confidence that they think their opinion is

fupported by facts, Miflions, they allege, have
hitherto failed in almoit every inftance, and can
never be expectted to fucceed, until fome very
important changes fhall take place in the Hea-
then world. They would therefore advife us
in the mean time to refrain altogether from
fuch undertakings, That the facs here alleged
might be called in queftion, at leaft as to the
extent alleged, it would be eafy to fhew. But,
waving this point, we are warranted by the

Apoitle to contend, that no fuch facts will juiti-
' ty
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ty the conclufion that is drawn from them. He
argues, that the very complaint which he fuppofes
quoted againit him, implied the aptitude of the
means which he employed. Did men refufe to
obey the golpel, becaufe they did not believe

the report given by 1ts preachers? The obvious
inference was, that they would have obeyed it,
and received the benefit, if they had believed
the report, It was {urely proper, therefore, that
the report thould be {pread ; for men muft hear,
before they believed it: how many would be~
lieve it, could not be previoufly known : it was
worth trying whether any at all would believe
it; for whofoever believed fhould be faved., All
this feems implied in the Apeltle’s anfwer, * So
“then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
“ the word of God,”

That means are not always attended with {uc-
cefs, is no reafon why they fhould not be ufed,
elpecially when the cafe is urgent, and no other
means in our power are fit for the purpofe. Al-
though Chriftianity is plainly calculated to be
an univerfal religion, yet few will deny, that
lome ftates of fociety are more favourable than
pthers for the introduction of the gofpel; and
therefore care fhould no doubt be taken, in

~ choofing
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choofing the countries where our attempts are
to be made. fBengal, for inftance, where, be.
fides the immen{e number of people, there is
confiderable degree of civilization ; many prin.
ciples received which are held by Chriftians;
a decreale at prefent of attachment to the old
{yftems of idolatry ; one language extenfively
{poken ; the profpect of fafety and protection
for miffionaries ; and an advantageous centre,
whence other miffions might be fent into the vaf
furrounding countries : fuch a field as this muft
be much more promifing, and had Lt not been
rendered difficult of accefs, would probably
have much {fooner been cultivated, than the
woods of America, the plantations of {flavery
in the Weft Indies, and the frozen' regions of
Greenland, where chiefly our exertions have
been made In modern times. But even In

thele countries, in the midft of favages, cru-
elty, and farvation, the gofpel has not beer

preached in vain, This faét furely affords en-
couragement for attempts in more favourable
fituations. At any rate, it would be highly un-
warrantable to abandon the general objedt, be-
caufe, in every inftance, we cannot enfure fuc-

cefs, The ftate of fociety in the Heathen
world
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world, 1s greatly diverfified, and many parts of
it, at this day, will be found 1n circumftances
nearly fimilar to thole of the nations amongft
whom the Apoftle of the Gentiles laboured with
fo much efledt. Who knows, but that before
Chriftians have gone over the half of thele, the
other tribes of mankind may, in providence, be
prepared for their future efforts? Belides, the
changes I {ociety favourable to the general
fuccefs of the gofpel, muft perhaps be, in part,
accelerated by attempts to introduce it. When
Chriftianity vifited our favoured ifland, it 1s moft
likely that our anceftors were nearly in the {a-
vage {tate, and that its powerful influence might-
ily contributed to their civilization *.

Humanly

* We make no apology for inferting another paffage from
the fermon of Dr Hardy, which has been already quoted.

Atter fhewing that Chriflianity is adapted to the circumitan-

ces of all mankind, he proceeds thus: ¢ We have here to
meet a prejudice which has been often entertained on this {ub-
ject, that fome confiderable progrefs in civilization 15 previ-
oufly neceflary to prepare a people for the reception of Chril-
tianity, You muft firk make them men, fay the patrons of
this opinion, before you think of making them Chriftians.
You muft teach them to live in fixed habitations, to afloci-

ate in villages, to cultivate the foil, and then you may hope
F that
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Humanly {peaking, the miflionary cannot ex-
pect any where to proceed fo faft in his opera-
tions, as one who {peaks his native tongue to
his own countrymen, and calls their attention

to a {ubjed, with which they have been, from

their

that they will-hear and underftand when you unfold the fub-
lime principles of the gofpel. This opinion has been fupport.
ed by the abilities of a prelate, who, whether defending the
legation of Moles or difcufling the Chriftian doétrine, {corn.
ed to"avail himfelf of the advantage of ground, but generally
made the forlorn hope his option,

“ The opinion itfelf fuppoles a wider difference between the
underftanding of the man of the woods and the man of the ci-
ty than what does in fa&t take place; and it fuppofes the gol-
pel to be fomething more intricate than any of the words of
Chrift feem to imply. It oppofes the claim of Chriftianity
to be an univerfal religion, confidering 1t as adapted to man-
kind in fome fituations, but not in all; and it would place

a final bar in the way of our hopes of any fuccefs to our reli-

eion on the fide of Tartary and America, where the reluétance
of the people to a {tationary life is a part of the national cha-
radter. That in the cafe of the Americans, a change of life
to fixed habitations, to agriculture, to civilization and the arts,
would be a matter of immenfe benefit to the people themfelves,
15 undoubted : 1t is indeed the only expedient which can fave

the whole old natjons of the Continent from that extermina-
tion with which they are threatened by the European colo-
nifts, But the aid of Chriftianity feems to be neceffary to

facilitate
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their infancy, familiar, The plough that breaks
the fallow ground is heavy to hold, and moves
{lowly along. But beginnings are peculiarly
important. If the miffionary fhould fucceed
with but one perfon, an opening is made ; that

perfon

facilitate this change of fituation to civil life,inftead of depend-
ing for 1ts own reception on the previous accomplifhment of
this change, Chriftianity does not require any Ipecific alte-
rations to be made in the regulations of civil or political {oci-
ety 5 but its {pirit is propitious to all good works, it mitigates
the tempers of men, it unites them in worfhip, 1n humanity,
and in love, and is thus highly favourable to civilization, and
to the effential improvement of the nations.

“ Shall it be faid that the Indian wanderer has not a com-
prehenfion equal to the admiffion of the Chriftian dorine ?
This 15 the current apology for the failure of the miflions, but
is not the real truth of the cafe.—The human mind is not in
any countty below the reach of dilcipline and religious in-
iru&tion, The American Indian, the Pacific Iflander, and
the African Negro are (hrewd men, whole intellectual capa-
city will not fuffer in the comparifon with the uneducated
clafles of people on the Contnent of Turope. Indeed the
popular fpeculation on national diverfities of character, as fix-
ed appearances in the human fpecies, and the claflification of
mtellefts, according either to phyfical caufes or modes of Liv-
ing, is at beft but hypothefis ; and in the degree to which it
has been fometimes carried, is extravagant hypothefis and pre-

fumption. The {avage people now mentioned poflefs already

the
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perfon may 1ife up to aflift him with all the ad-
vantages of a native ; many more may profit
by their united labours ; and the country be.-

come by degrees as favourable a field for the

gofpel as any in which it moft generally pre-

vails.

the fublime dotrines on which Chriftianity is reared.  They
acknowledge the great Spirit, and adore him with humble
proftration ; and they truft that they fhall again meet their
friends and companions in the world of {pirits. "With fo much
true religion they have almoft no [uperftition ; and have lit-
tle to unlearn, except in fome moral habits which Chriftiani-
ty would corre&t and reform, What s there then in the flate
of thefe people which fhould wholly obftruét their reception
of the truth? Were the poor of Syria and Paleftine, to whom
Chrift and his apoftles preached the gofpel, fo much fuperior
in mental accomplhifhments to the fagacious Indian and the
honeft Negro ? This will not fatisfy an impartial enquirer, who
knows the hiftorical fats, and swho knows further how plain
and fimple, and how happily adapted to the comprehenfion

of mankind at large, the Chriftian deftrine is in its fubftance,

even in all that is neceflary to falvation, It certainly does not
require any previous proficiency in arts and {ciences, to un-
derftand that God 1s good, and to love him ; to own Jelus
Chrift asa {piritual Prince and Saviour ; to love one another;
to be harmlefs and patient and gentle ; to have pure thoughts
and kind afreétions ; and in fine, to receive the wholeinheritance
of faith, hope, and charity. I thank thee, O Father, faid our
Lord, that thofe things which have been hid from the wile

and
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vails. In eftimating, therefore, the fuccefs of a
miffion, the benefits that may be reaped by po-
fterity, {hould be taken into the account. |

A miuflion may be very fuccefsful, although
the inhabitants of the country in which it is at-
tempted, fhould never ena& laws in its favour,
or confent, in a mafs, to aflume the name of
Chriftians, The kingdom of Jefus 1s not to be
meafured by the divifions, natural or artificial,
of the terraqueous globe. The queftion is not,
how much of the world 1s called Chriftendom ?

but

and prudent are now revealed unto babes, It Is true, that the
full elucidation of Chriftian theology is a work for the fcho-
lar and philofopher, and that the moft profound refearch into
this fubject will be repaid with new and glorious views of
the riches of Divine grace, and of the treafures of the gofpel;
but the great lines of the Chriftian difpenfation are plain and
obvious, It is alfo true, that if the teachers of Chriftianity
themfelves miftake their {ubjet, which is a poffible cale, un-
der the feduction of any falfe philofophy; if they go to the
Mififfippi, or to the Gambia, with a {yftem of metaphyfics in
their hands, inflead of the rational and attraltive theology of
the New Teftament, they will find that the natives are indeed
utterly unprepared to attend to the jargon which is offered to
them for religion, and that it 1s abfolutely impoflible to make
converts to a fcheme of hard words, nice diftinétions, and the
quirks which European divines have been accuflomed to em-

pioy in their {cholattic or fynodical Iitigations.” P. 14,—10.
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but where 1s Chnift preached ? where are belie-
vers added to the church? where do men walk
in the truth, and hold forth the word of lfe tg
their brethren ?

In endeavours to convert the Heathen, as well
as 1n every thing elie, want of {uccels may be
as frequently owing to faults in the labourers,
as to difficulties in their work. Changes in the
{pirit and conduct of the church of Chrift, are
perhaps no lefs neceflary to the diftufion of the
gofpel, than changes in the ftate of {ociety a.
mong Pagans.

The failure of a miffion is always obfervable,
and 1s often publifhed and exaggerated with
malicious {atisfaction. But 1s there not reafon
to fear, that the ordinary miniftrations of the
gofpel, where it has long been known, may be
as unavailing, Little notice will be taken of
their failure, becaufe the name of Chriftian
and a form of godlinef(s are generally aflumed.
The coanfcientious minifter, however, will mourn
over it in {ecret, and, urging at the throne of
grace the very complaint before us, will fay,
“ Lord, who hath believed our report ?” Now,
if he muft not defift nor be difcouraged 1n thé
one cafe, why fhould the miffionary be difcou-

raged
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raged 1n the other? and why fhould Chriftians,

i in fpeaking of his icheme, attach to it the epi-

thets of 1mprobability ?

In every real converfion of the foul to God

through Jefus Chrift, the fame grace 1s at once
neceflary and effectual. In every cale, there-
| fore, the appointed means may be ufed, with a
humble hope of the Divine blefiing. Let us
attend to duty, and leave the iflue to God.
Our labours may not be honoured by the fal-
vation of others, but neverthelefs they fhall not
be in vain. Upon this {ubject, the great Head
b of the church himfelf hath fpoken, in language
which is fraught with confolation to each of his
miniters. “ Though Ifrael be not gathered,
} ¢ yet fhall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord,
} “and my God fhall be my frength.” Ifaiah,

| slix. 5. Refpecting the degree of our fuccefs,
{ 1t becomes us to be refigned. One thing we

are warranted moft furely to believe, and it
ought to be to us a fufficient encouragement,
that * the counfel of God fhall ftand, and that
“he will do all his pleafure.---For as the rain
“cometh down, and the Inow from heaven,
*and returneth not thither, but watereth the
“earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud,

“ that
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“ that it may give {eed to the {fower, and bread
“ to the eater, {o fhall the word of the Lord
“ be, that goeth forth out of his mouth : it fhall
¢ not return unto him void, but it thall accom-
“ plifh that which he pleafeth, and profper in
“ the thing whereto he {ent it.” - Ifa, lv. 10, 11.

In the fourth place, Miffionaries fhall certain.
ly fucceed {fo far, as to penetrate into every
country upon earth. “ But I {ay, have they not
“ heard? Yes verily, their found went into all
“ the earth, and their words unto the ends of
“ the world.,” While fome conceive, that mil-
fions can be attended with no fuccefs, others
think that, in moft cafes, the very attempt is
impracticable. How can preachers get admit-
tance into foreign countries? They can hard-
ly get leave to go out to fome of our own colo-
nies, and how fhall they prevail with barbarous
and pagan nations to receive them? To thele
queftions of defpondency, the apoftle enables us
to give, in few words, a decifive anfwer. The
obftructions to the progrefs of a miffionary were
at leaft as formidable 1n the time of Paul,
they are ever likely to be at any future period.

All of them, however, had actually been fur-
mounted
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mounted. Preachers had travelled, in every
diretion, and to the greateft diftances, Al-
though fuccefs did not always attend them,
they every where uled the means, infomuch
that, by a bold allufion to a paflage in the 19th
Pfalm, the apoftle compares their indefatigable
activity,and the immenfe extent of their labours,
to the daily courle of the {fun in the heavens, and
to the univer{al language of the works of creation.
They have not all obe};ed, it 1s true ; “ but I {ay,
“ have they not heard ? Yes, verily, their found
“ went nto all the earth, and their words unta
“ the ends of the world.” When Paul wrote this
epiftle, 1t 1s poflible, that the preachers had tra-
velled 1nto all the countries of the Roman em-
pire, which then was commonly called the world,
and perhaps even beyond them. In adopting
this quotation, however, he certainly had in

view, a far more extenfive proclamation of the

gofpel, than can be fuppofed to have been made
m his own time.

We know, that Jefus is to have ¢ the Heathen
“ for his inheritance, and the uttermoft parts of
“ the earth for his poileflion,” Pfalm 11. 8. ; that
“ men f{hall be blefled in him, and that all na-
* tions fhall call him bleffed,” Plalm lxxii. 17. ;

(: that
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“ that from the rifing of the {un even unto the
“ going down of the f{ame, his name fhall be
“ great among the Gentiles, and in every place
“ incenfe fhall be offered unto his name, and a
“ nure offering : becaufe his name fhall be great
* among the Heathen.” Mal. 1. 11. Now, preach-
ers of the golpel, aéting as itinerants or miflion-
aries, are the honoured inftruments of {preading
nbroad the fame of the Lord Jefus, The {phere,
therefore, of their labours muft be, at leaft, com-
menfurate with that of his large and great do-
minion. Even where few or none may receive
" them, they fhall appear as witnefles for the
truth, and give a teftimony, which, though of-
ten defpifed, is, in every cafe, of the moft aw-
ful importance. “ He that believeth and is
“ baptized, fhall be {aved, but he that believeth
“ not, {hall be damned.” Mark xvi. 16. “ And
“ into whatfoever city or town ye fhall enter,
“ enquire who In 1t 1s worthy, and there abide
“till ye go thence. And when ye come into
“ an houfe, {alute it. And if the houle be wor-
“ thy, let your peace come upon it: but if it
“ be not worthy, let your peace return to you.
“ And whofoever fhall not receive you, nor

“ hear your words : when ye depart out of that
“ houle
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“ houle or city, fhake off the duft of your feet.
« Verily I {fay unto you, It fhall be more tole-
« rable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha 1n
“ the day of judgment, than for that city.” Mat.
X, I1.---15.

Let none {uppofe 1t of lLitle moment, that
the gofpel of Chnft fhould be preached In
a Heathen country. It 15 good tidings of
great joy to all people. It enlightens the dark
places of the earth, which are tull of the habita-
tions of cruelty. It takes one of a city, and
two of a family and brings them to Zion. Thus
muft the outcalls of Ifrael be gathered into one.
If the meflage of God, which malkes no excep-
tions, and 1s publicly proclaimed, be rejected by
the wicked, the guilt is their own. They may
harden them{elves againit the Almighty. They
may “ defpife the riches of his goodnefs, and for-
“ bearance, and long-luftering, not knowing that
“ the goodnefs of God leadeth them to repen-
“ tance ; but after their hardnefs and impenitent
“ hearts, treafure up unto themfelves wrath a-
“ gamnft the day of wrath, and revelation of the
“ righteous judgment of God.” Rom. 1. 4, 5.
They may be permitted to perfift in their pro-
vocations, till the golpel fhall be withdrawn,

and
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and transferred to another corner of the Lord’s
vineyard. But even in fuch a cafe as this, the
work of the preachers is not loft. It has made
a feparation between one defcription of men
and another, which no earthly tie can prevent,
and which fhall iffue in the abfolute and eter-

nal ditin&ion both of ftate and of charadier.
The gofpel in redeeming from the world, de-
taches 2 man from the confidence and the cor-

dial friendfhip of his neareft relatives. It is the

fan of the Son of God, by which he will tho-
roughly purge his floor, until he gather the

wheat into his garner, and burn up the chaff
with unquenchable fire. % Thanks be unto
“ God, faith the Apoftle, which always cauieth
“us to triumph in Chrift, and maketh manifeft
“ the {avour of his knowledge by us 1n every
“ place. For we are unto God a fweet {favour
“ of Chrift, in them that are faved, and m them
“ that perifh. To the one we are the favour
“ of death unto death ; and to the other the {a-
“ your of hie unto life : and who 1s {ufhcient
“ for thele things?” 2 Cor. 11. 14, 15, 16.

The world 1tfelf is kept in exiftence, that
mifiionaries may finifh thew appointed coutle.
*“ This gofpel of the kingdom fhall be preached

“1n
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“ in all the world, for a witnefs unto all nations,
“ and then fhall the end come.” Math. xxiv. 14.
If, therefore, the very earth waits, and fhall not
pals away, until the work of the preachers of
the golpel fhall be completed, who, upon the
face of the earth, fhall ever be able to ftop
them in their progrefs? “ Why do the Heathen
“rage, and the people imagine a vain thing ?
“ The kings of the earth {et themfelves, and the
“ rulers take counfel together, againft the Lord,
“ and againft his Anointed, {aying, Let us break
“ their bands afunder, and caft away their cords
“from us. He that fitteth in the heavens fhall
“laugh : the Lord {hall have them in derifion.
“Then fhall he {peak unto them in his wrath,
“ and vex them 1n his fore difpleafure.” Pfalm
L I.---5. * Every valley {hall be exalted, and
“ every mountain and hill fhall be made low :
“and the crooked fhall be made ftraight, and
“ the rough places plain. And the glory of the
“ Lord {hall be revealed, and all fleth fhall {ee
“ 1t together : for the mouth of the Lord hath
“ {poken it.” Ifaiah xl 4, 3.

The kingdom of Chrift 1s not of this world,
and therefore his fervants do not fight. By the
firength however of their Mafter, « they fhall

“* not
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“ not fail, nor be difcouraged, tll they have
“{et judgment 1n the earth.” Ifalah xlii 4.
Many have mdulged the dream of univerfal
conqueft. Oceans of blood have been {pilt in
attempts to realife it. But never did the moft
ambitious and enterprifing prince among the
{ons of the mighty, with all the pomp and
power which a potfherd of the earth could
difplay, make half the progrefs that has been
already made by the defpifed minifters of Jefus
Chrift ; and when men fhall thut up the {unm

his chamber, when they fhall take from him
the joy of running his race, then may they
hope to fay to the gofpel,  Hitherto {halt thou
“ come, but no further.”

That the god of this world will endeavour to
{trengthen the barriers of his kingdom, and to
exclude the ambafladors of Chrift, we may na-
torally expect. It would be another gofpel -
deed which the enemy of fouls did not oppole.
Hence the hoftility which 1s fhewn by every
worldly man, in his ftation, againft meafures
which are propofed for promoting the know-
ledge of the truth. One proftitutes his under-
ftanding in fophiftical argument ; another his
wit in malicious ridicule; a third combines

with
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with men of the {fame craft with himfelf, to ex-
tol fome different {yftem, in the {uccefs of which
his intereft 1s concerned ; and a fourth, who
boafts of his heart’s defire, pretends, by an im-
perious mandate, to prohibit throughout his lit-
tle territory the proclamation of the words of
Almighty God. But what f{aith the fure word
of prophecy? “ No weapon that is formed a-
“ oanit thee fhall prolper,.and every tongue
“ that fhall rife againft thee 1n judgment thou
“ fhalt condemn. This is the heritage of the
“f{ervants of the Lord.” Ifa. liv. 14, The hearts
of Kings, and of all that are in authority, are
m the hand of the Lord ; as the rivers of wa-
ter, he turneth them whitherfoever he will.
“ Surely the wrath of man thall praife him ;
“the remainder of wrath he fhall reftrain.”
Plalm Ixxvi. 10. He hath faid unto the church,
“ Kings fhall be thy nurfing fathers, and their

“ queens thy nurfing mothers.” Ifa. xlix. 23.
And if any Pharaoh fhould harden his heart,
the Lord will multiply his figns and lus won-
ders againft that man ; by great judgments, he
will make way for the accomplifhment of his -
own work ; the firft born of Egypt again fhall
dic ; the red fea, if needful, fhall again be divi-

ded ;
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ded ; and the purfuing hofts fhall fink as lead

in the mighty waters.
- Be not difcouraged then at the infults of the
world, neither defpife the day of {mall things,

Let preachers be fent forth ; with confidence
let them be committed to the care of their Ma.
fter ; and let them go in the faith of his graci-
ous protection. They labour in a gaming, as
well as in a noble caufe. Shall worldly men
go abroad upon voyages of difcovery, or for gain,
or for war? and fhall not Chrftian men di-
play an equally undaunted {pirit of enterprife,
when they propofe to carry the light of life
10 their benighted brethren, and have the pro-
mife of their Mafter’s prefence on the road!
“ Lo, I am with you alway even unto the end
“ of the world.” Math. xxvii. 20, “1, even ],
“ am he that comforteth you: who art thou
 that thou fhouldft be afraid of a man that fhall
“ die, and of the {fon of man which fhall be made
“ as grafs ; and forgetteft the Lord thy maker,
“ that hath ftretched forth the heavens, and laid
“ the foundations of the earth? and haft feared
“ continually every day, becaufe of the fury of
“ the oppreflor, as 1f he were ready to deftroy ;
“ and where is the fury of the oppreflor? The

L captive
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« captive exile hafteneth that he may be loofed,
“ and that he thould not die in the pit, nor that
“ his bread fhould fail. ButIam the Lord thy
“ God that divided the {ea, whole waves roar-
“ ed: the Lord of hofts is his name. And I
“ have put my words in thy mouth, and have
“ covered thee in the fhadow of mine hand,
“ that 1 may plant the heavens, and lay the
“ foundations of the earth, and fay unto Zion,
“ Thou art my people,” " Ifa. li. 12.---16.
When oppofition is made to the progrefs of the
golpel, the people of Chrift, towhom it is certain-
ly a common caufe, thould unite in ufing all lawful
means in their powertoovercome that oppofition.
Some wildly fuppofe, that becaufe the command
of Chnift gives his minifters a {ufficient right to
go into all the world, therefore, when they want
to go 1nto any country, they fhould not afk leave
of men, although the exifting powers in that
country, prohibit all entrance into it without
their confent. This extraordinary reafoning is
{fometimes ufed, with great appearance of feri-
oulnefs, by zealous profefiors of  religion, as an
apology for their declining to affift in the pro-
{fecution of fchemes which are confefledly cal-
calated to promote the knowledge of the truth.

H Have
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Have thefe men forgotten, that exifting powers
are ordained of God? or will they afirm, that
when thefe powers oppofe them{elves, Ghriftians,
without ufing means, muft immediately expe&t
a miracle 1 their behalf, or think them{elves
warranted in abandoning their purpoles of be-
nevolence ! Will they make this aflertion, in
reference even to powers which, by their very
conftitution, are acceflible, and capable of be-
ing influenced, in a variety of honeft ways, by
private application, for inftance, by petition, by
expoftulation, and remonftrance ? Will they fay,
that the command of God to the Hraeltes to
worfhip him in the wildernels, which certamly
gave them a right to go there, was inconfii-
tent with his command to Mofes and Aaron to
afk leave of Pharaoh? Or will they condemn
Paul for ufing his rights as a Roman citizen,
and appealing te Celar, although he was un-
der the protection of God? The obvious truth
13, if men be willing to {ee it, that Chriftians, as
well as other men, fhould aét like rational crea-
tures, according to the circumitances in which
they are placed. If, under pretence of obeymng
God, they defpife the ufe of lawful means which
providence may have put in their power, 1t 1s

right
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right, that their folly thould be correlted by
difappointment and difgrace. And when others,
who are cautious enough in their own concerns,
urge them, by fuch arguments, to expole the
caufe of Chrift to tidicule, there is realon to
fear, that thofe perfons are giving advice to
their neighbours, which they would be very
forry to take to themlielves, and are willing ra-
ther to facrifice at once their brethren and their
Mafter, than to forfeit their beloved eale and
worldly reputation.

That the confent of men in authority is,
in fome cafes, neceflary to the fuccefs of the
{chemes which miffionaries propofe, many will
allow, who, at the fame time, obje&t to the ufe of
the means, by which alone that confent is ever
likely to be obtamed. They are afraid of of-
fending the rulers, and they tell us, it is not
enough that means be lawful, they muft alfo
be expedient. This they fay, even when the
object 1s a matter of duty, when there 1s no
choice of means in our power, and when the
queftion 1s not, whether we fhall adopt one
mode of procedure rather than another, but
whether we fhall move in the thing at all. To
the word expedient, they feem to attach certain

vague
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vague notions, which refer {ometimes to their
reputation, fometimes to their influence, {fome-
times to their eafe, and fometimes to their {afe-
ty ; and if they either fufpedt, or think others
will fufpedt, that any of thefe is Iikely to be af-
feCted by a propofed meafure, they get rid of
it as it were by the previous queftion: they al-
lege it is inexpedient, and thus make their ob-
ligations to duty of none effect. It would be
well, if thefe men would confider, that the Apo-
ftle’s diftinction between lawful and expedient,
applies to Chriftian liberty, not to pofitive
Chriftian obedience. Paul thought it lawful
enough for him to eat meat, whether others had
offered 1t to 1dols or not ; but he was not bound
to do fo: here, therefore, he had refpe& to pro-
bable confequences ; and on account of the
{uperftition of the 1dolaters, which might there.
by have been encouraged, as well as the weak-
nefs of {ome brethren, who might thereby have
been offended, he thoughi: it neither expedient
nor edifying, to ufe his Chriftian liberty in a
matter, which was 1n itfelf perfectly indifferent.
But would he have {et up any diftinction be-
tween lawfulnefs and expediency, where the
thing lawful was a thing commanded ? Would

he
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he have either abandoned or delayed the at-
tempt to convert the Gentiles, on account of
the manifelt and great inexpediency, that is,
inconvenience of hurting his prejudiced bre-
thren, offending both Jewifh and Gentile rulers
and people, and thus forfeiting the influence,
the eafe, and the fafety, as well as dividing the
fentiments-of his friends with whom he was ac-
cuftomed to a&t? Would he have {crupled to
withftand Peter to the face, becaufe he was to
be blamed, on account of the inconvenience
of hurting a brother’s feelings, difturbing the
tranquillity of the church, and lofing the gene-
ral good will of its members? No; in fuch ca-
fes, he would have {aid, not merely it is lawful
for me, but it is my duty, to obey God, rather
than to pleafe men, even prejudiced or blame-
worthy brethren; and as to-our apparent una-
nimity, which cannot bear to be tried, or our
influence as a body among worldly men, if
thefe things be a bar to individual obedience,
the fooner they perifh, fo much the better.
Were Chriftians to act upon the principles of
Paul, they would not be guilty of {fo many fins
of omiffion. They would not be, as they often
are,. the greateft difcouragements which fome
of
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of their brethren meet with in the path of dy.
ty. They would not think themf{elves warrant.
ed to ftand aloof from a good caufe, as if they
watched for the halting of thofe who were em.
barked in it. They would not fear where no
fear 15, and then, like Jonah, think they did
well to be angry, becaufe their evil forebodings
were not fulfilled, “ The fear of man bring.
“ eth a fnare : but whofo putteth his truft in
“ the Lord, fhall be fafe.” Prov. xxix. 2.

In ufing means to overcome oppofition, Chri
fiians are not only too timid, they are alio too
foon difcouraged. There 1s not wanting ground
of fufpicion, that the real, though fecret rea-
fon why focieties for propagating the gofpel
have generally {ent their miffionaries to fuch
thinly inhabited and {avage places of the hea-
then world, has been, that they wifhed to avoid
interference with the imaginary interefts and
overftretched authority of worldly men, or gave
up all hopes of prevailing againft them, when
they fhewed the {lighteft {ymptoms of a difpo-
. fitron to refift. Should they not have firft made
the attempt, and ufed every means in ther
power, before they thought themfelves exonerat-
ed of gult, in the event of failure? Who knows

ho
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E how far the fame boldnefs and perfeverance in
¥ the caufe of Chnift, which are daily thewn in
that of the world, would be crowned with fuc-
} cefs in the diffufion of the gofpel? But what
b can be expe@ed, humanly fpeaking, when it
| feems to be the fettled plan, to occupy thofe
| fields only, where the devil thinks it hardly
d worth while to make refiftance.

¥ One thing is evident, that if Chriftians will
§ not exert themfelves with thofe that are in
 authority . in behalf of the gofpel, it will ‘be
| very extraordinary indeed, if ever they pre-
k lent, or join in prefenting, addreffes or peti-
B tons on any other iubject., After refufing
o apply for permiffion to have the gofpel
preached in foreign pearts, they will never {ure-
1ly have the effrontery to apply for the fet-
{tlkment of churches at home in favour of
|2 particular candidate, and far lefs for the
| making of roads in the county. It will even
1be unworthy of them officioufly to come for-
ward with a declaration of their {entiments
% to worldly things on any occafion, merely
becaufe they know beforehand, that fuch de-
claration will be acceptable. To fpeak only
when we can curry favour, argues a fervile {pi-

I1t,
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rit, which 15 by no means confiftent with the
faithfulnefs of integrity. |

The 0pp6ﬁtion_ which is made to the propa-
gation of the gofpel, is. permitted of God for
the moft important purpofes. Perhaps he may
defign to expofe the hollow pretenfions of re-
gard which worldly men fometimes make for
the name of Chriftianity, by allowing them to
refift the means of making its genuine doc-
trines more exteénfively known. IHe may de-
fign to excite Chriftians to a greater concern ;
for the Heathen, and to try profeflors, whether !
they will ftand forth boldly on the fide of Je-
{us Chrift, or whether they will fneak under
the wings of the world. He may defign to fit
his preachers for their work, by exercifing their
faith, patience, and diligence 1n prayer and in
the ule of means ; by teaching them to endure
hardnefs as good {oldiers of Jefus Chrift; and
after all, fhewing them that their fuccefs m
furmounting difficulties, is owing entirely to
himielf. In one of his {evereft trials, Paul was
deferted even by his fellow Chriftians ; but the
Lord {fupported him, and made the iffue favour-
able to the {pread. of the gofpel. * At my firf

¢ anfwer no man flood with me, but all men
“ for{ook
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“ forfook me : I pray God that it may not be
“ laid to their charge. Notwithftanding the
“ Lord ftood with me, and ftrengthened me ;
“ that by me the preaching might be fully
“ known, and that all the Gentiles might hear
“ and 1 was delivered out of the mouth of the
“lion.” 2 Tim.1v. 16, 17.  This experlence,
though no doubt bitter for the time, wrought
m the Apoftle that hope which maketh not a-
fhamed. “ And the Lord fhall deliver me from
“ every evil work, and will preferve me. unto
“ his heavenly kingdom.” Ver. 18.

Let preachers, then, and efpecially miffiona-
ries, walk on with integrity and firmnefs in the
path of duty. They have a great objed in
view, for the attainment of which it becomes
them to devote their lives. Giving no offence
n any thing, that the miniftry be not blamed,
let them equally abftain from ufing or regarding
flattery or threats *. Every kind of trial they
muft expeét to endure. They muft take up
their crofs, and follow their Mafter. - They,
muft be reproached by their brethren and fa-
miliar friends. They muft bear cruel meck-
ings. They muft know the heart of a firan-

1 ger,
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ger. Perhaps they muft fuffer bonds and im-
prifonment, and finally death. But the'things
which happen unto them fhall fall out rather
to the furtherance of the gofpnel. " While they
{uffer affliction even unto bonds, they fhall fee
“ that the word of God is not bound.” Ma-
ny of the brethren in the Lord, waxing con-
fident by their bonds, will be much more bold
to {peak the word without fear. And when
ready to be offered, when the time of their de-
parture is at hand, they fhall, like Paul, be ena-
bled to fay, “ I have fought a good fight, I
“ have finilhed my courfe, I have Kept the
“ faith, Henceforth there is laid up for me a
« crown of righteoufnefs, which the Lord the
“ righteous judge fhall give me at that day;
“ and not to me only, but unto all them allo
“ that love his appearing.,” 2 Tim. 1v. 4, 8.
“ Therefore let fone of thefe things move them,
“ neither let them count their lives dear unto
“ themfelves, {o that they may finifh their courfe
“ with joy, and the miniftry which they have re-
« ceived of the Lord Jefus, to teftify the gofpel
“ of the grace of God.” Asxx.24. “ Yea,
“let them fo firive to preach the gofpel, not

“ where Chrift has been named, left they fhould
“ build



[ 67 |
“ build upon another man’s foundation: But as

“ 1t 1s written, To whom he was not {poken of,
“ they fhall fee: and they that have not heard,

“ fhall underftand.” Rom. xv. 20,21. Where
their lot fhall be caft, is of little importance. At
beft they are ftrangers and pilgrims on earth,and
heaven only 1s their home. Their courfe may be
obicure and fhort, but the veftiges of their pro-
grefs fhall remain, The feals of their miniftry
fhall be their joy and crown in the day of the
Lord. When the wicked fhall have rilen “ to
“ fhame and everlafting contempt ; they that
“ be wife fhall fhine as the brightnefs of the
“ firmament, and they that turn many to righ-

“ teoulnels, as the ftars for ever and ever,”
Dan, xi1. 2, 3.

In the fifth place, Heathens fhall hear, and
believe, and be {faved, while many of thole who
have long enjoyed the means of grace are ipo-
ken to in vain. “ But I fay, did not Ifrael
“ know ? Firft, Mofes faith, I will provoke you
“ to jealouly by them that are no people, and
“ by a foolih nation I will anger you. But
“ Efalas is very bold, and faith, I was found of
“ them that {fought me not , I was made mani-

| “ feft
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“ feft unto them that aflked not atter me. ' But
“ to Ifrael he faith, all day long I have {iretch-
“ ed forth my hands unto a difobedient and
“ gainfaying people.” To any thing that is
remarkably good, men are always indetatiga-
ble in making objections. Paul’s liberal en-
deavours to convert the Gentiles, had drawn
down upon him a torrent of {ophiftry, as well
as of invecive, which, however ealy, it was k-
fome to tepel. We have already feen, that the
Jews had urged againft him, the facred: nature
of their national privileges; and their own opi-
nion of his undertaking, as improper, ineffica-
cious, and impracticable.  From the words now
read, it would appear, that as their laft refource,
they had brought forward the undéfined charge
of innovation, and pretended to be as much af-
tonifhed at the calling of the Gentiles, as 1f no
mention of fuch a thing had ever been made
in all thewr feriptures. It 1s very remarkable,
that the word mnovation, which ﬁniplyl fignihes
change by the introduction of what 15 new,
fhould almoft univerfally be undetftood 1n a
bad fenfe, and even confidered as fuificient to
explode any thing to which it can be applied.

Surely an innovation may as poffibly be an im-
provement
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provement as a corruption. Every difcovery in
the arts and {ciences, every amendment in the
laws of the land, every ftep mn the progrefs of
fociety from rudenefs to refinement, is certainly
an innovation. Finite things muit be perpetu-
ally capable of increafe ; it would argue there-
fore extreme folly to reft in any given flate of
improvement, and imagine we had attained our
fummit. Under the pofitive infiitutions of the
[ewifh theocracy, it was, indeed, the important
advice of Solomon, “ Meddle not with them
“{hat are given to change.” Prov, xxiv. 21.
Fondnefs for novelty, at any tune, is no doubt
childifh and dangerous ; but the oppolite ex-
treme, a biggotted and intolerant adherence to
what we have already reached, to the rejection
of every advance that might be made, thould
be no lefs carefully avoided. The principles
of religion, like the perfections of God, from
which they [pring, are eternal and unchange-
able.  No addition can,be made to them, be-
caufe they are complete. But the circumitan-
ces of the church, which to the end of time
Ihall be in a progrefitve ftate, necedarly imply
Inno-a.ions. Changes have already taken place,

i the extent of her boundary, in the mode of
her



[ 70 ]

her worfhip, in the knowledge and confequent
purity of her members. Thefe changes were
recorded 1n prophecy, as “ new things” which
the Lord was to perform ; and the Jews were
taught to expe& their introduction; even as
we, “ according to God’s promife, look for new
¢ heavens, and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
“ righteoufnefs.” 2 Pet. . 13.

Paul does not, therefore, deny the novelty of

the difpenfation, which admitted of the calling
of the Gentiles ; but he alks, if this novelty-had
not been foretold: “ I {ay, did not I{rael know?”
that 15, did they not know, that in the latter
days, preachers were to go into all the world,
and the Gentiles to be received into the bo-
fom of the church? As a proof of what he
thus firongly aflerts, he as ufual refers to the
Jewith {criptures. Firft, he goes as far back as
the fong which Mofes wrote, to-be a witnefs
againft the ancient people of God, and produces
a paffage, which exprefsly alludes to the calling
of the Gentiles, in confequence of the difobedi-
ence of the Jewith nation. * They have moved
“ me to jealoufly with that which is not God,
“ they have provoked me to anger with their

“ vanities : and I will move them to jealouly
“ with
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« with thole which are not a people, I will pro-
« yoke them to anger with a foolifh nation.”
Deut. xxxii. 2I. The {econd quotation is ta-
ken from Ifa. Ixv. 1, 2. where, as Paul fays, the
prophet is very bold, in ftating the difference
of fuccefs which fhould attend the gofpel among
Gentlles and Jews. * I am {ought of them that
“ alked not for me: I am found of them that
“ fought me not : I{aid, Behold me, behold me,
“ unto a nation that was not called by my name,
“ I have {pread out my hands all the day unte
“ g rebellious people, which walketh 1n a way
“ that is not good, after their own thoughts.” .

In thefe quotations, not only 1s the converfion
of Heathens predi&ed, but in {pite of all the dil-
advantageous circumftances of their condition,
which might feem to render the event impro-
bable, it is predited as much more general and
[peedy than that of the Jews. Hrael was even
to be provoked to jealoufly ; while Gentiles were
faved, JTews fhould remain obftinate.

Thefe: prophecics were verified in the time
of both our Saviour and his Apoftles. All the
day long of his life upon earth, Jefus ftretched
forth his hands unto a difobedient and gain{ay-
ing people. ¢ He came to his own, and his

| ‘“ ownt
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“ own received ‘him not.” While the muli.
tudes followed him, while publicans and harlots
went into the kingdom of heaven, he was op.
poled and tempted by the Pharilees, the Sad.
ducees, and the Herodians. The rulers took
counfel againft him, how they might betray
him ; and at laft, being delivered by the deter-
minate counfel and foreknowledge of God, he
was taken, and by wicked hands crucified and
flain. In like manner, although the Apoftles
always preached firft to the Jews, their mn.
firy among them was often fruitlefs, Chrift
crucified for their {ins, and not for theus only,
but alfo for the fins of the whole world, was to
them a ftone of ftumblin g and a rock of offence.
Even after many of them at Antioch had be-
gun to follow Paul and Barnabas, yet when
they faw the mltitudes of Gentile hearers, they
were moved with envy, and {pake againft thole
things which were {poken by Paul, contradic-
ting and biafpheming. Thele primitive il
{ionaries, however, were not difmayed at the
perv_grféqefs__of their countrymen, neither did
Jewith unbelief make the promifes of God of
none effe¢t. “ Paul and Barnabas waxed bold,

“ and faid, It was neceffary that the word ol
4 God
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« God fhould firft have been fpoken to you:
“ but feeing ye put it from you, and judge
“ yourfelves unworthy of everlafting life, lo, we
“ turn to the Gentiles., For fo hath the Lord
“ commanded ts, faying, I have fet thee to be
“ a light of the Gentiles, that thou fhouldit be
“ for {alvation unto the ends of the earth. And
“ when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad,
“ and glorified the word of the Lord : and as
“ many as were ordained to eternal life, believ-
“ed. And the word of the Lord was. publifh-
“ ed throughout all the region.”  Adéls, xiu,
465“'49' o

Similar events ftill happen. Churches of
Chrit fometimes degenerate, until the Lord
removes their candleftick out of its place. On
the other hand, there are authentic accounts
of Heathens, in the barbarous and even i the
favage ftate, who appear to have been a people
prepared for the Lord ; who have declared, that
they had beforehand been praying for inftruc-
tors ; and who have received miflionaries, dl-
moft immediately, as the meflengers of God *.

K And

* See the Moravian accounts of feveral of their miffions,—

and the narrative of Brainerd’s labours among the Indians of

Crofweekfung,
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And do not many among ourfelves form the
counterpart? Are not we a diobedient and
gainfaying people? Have not we, for a long
period of time perhaps, refifted and delpiied a
faithful minifiry? Are not fome of us as
worldly-minded, as much efiranged from God,
and as prone to fel-indulgence, as 1f we had
never enjoyed the means of grace? Can Hea-
thens be more ignorant of the perfon and olhce
of Chrift, of the principles and precepts of the
gofpel, than fome who attend our churches,
and even demand privileges as profefiors of
Chriftianity ? Can they be more frequently
overcome by their vicious habits, than we are
by the fin which {o eafily befets us? Heathens
may be more thamelefs, but not more hardened
in wickednefs, than thofe who, having a form
of godlinefs, deny its pox;er.

Let us not fuppofe, then, that the glad ti-
dings of falvation will be worfe received in the
dark places of. the earth, than they are among
ourfelves. Perfons who have been accuftomed
to hear the gofpel, frequently become fo inditier-
ent about it, that they will hardly liften to 1t
with common decency. They are apt to grow

faﬁidiqus both as to the {cheme of Chnftianity
itfelf,
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iielf, and to the accomplifhments of thofe by
whom 1t is preached. Yea the time has come
with many, “ when they will not endure found
“ doctitne j but after their own lufts heap to
“ themiclves teachers, having itching ears.
“ And they turn away their ears from the
“truth, and are turned unto fables.” 2 Tim.
iv. 3, 4. 1o Heathens, on the other hand,
the goipel commends it{elf to the attention by
its novelty, as well as to the confcience, by its
neceflity and mportance. Thus “ the Athe-
“ mians took Paul and brought him to Areopa-
“ gus, laying, May we know what this new
“ doctrine whereof thou {peakeft is? For thou
“ bringeft certain {trange things to our ears:
“we would know therefore what thefe things

“ mean.” ACls xvil. 19, 20. Again, the goipel

is likely to be preached to Heathens with great-
er purtty and zeal, and to be exemplified in a .
nobler manner, by men of an apoftolic {pirit,
than 1t commonly is to us, by men of local pre-
judices and worldly habits. Befides, the Lord
hath long delayed his kindnefs to Heathens,
and therefore, when he does manifef} it to them,
it will probably be difplayed with much libe-

rality. The calling of the Gentiles is often

{poken
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{poken of, as accompanied by great effufions of
the Holy Spirit. “ He fhall come down like
“ rain upon the mown grafs, as fhowers that
“ water the earth.” Pfalm Ixxi. 6. ¢ The wil-
“ dernefs and the folitary place fhall be glad
“ for them ;- and the defert fhall rejoice and
“ bloflom as the rofe.” Ifa. xxxv.1. On one
account, indeed, many Heathens muit be pecu-
liarly prejudiced againft Chriftianity., They
have been fhocked by the wicked lives of men
who bear the Chriftian name. - They have been
deprived of their territery by the rapacious -
vader, been bereaved of their friends, or been
themlelves carried away into{lavery by the trader
in {laves. From Europeans they have received
the example and the means of intoxication, as
well as the difeafe which confumes the vi&ims

of debauchery. Refpedting miflionaries, there-
. fore, they may be difpofed to fay, “ Can any
“ good thing come out of Europe *?” By the

blefling

* It is well faid by Dr Hardy, in the fermon to which we
have repeatedly referred, © Chriftianity, that it may advance,

" muft be preferved mits charaters of univerfality ; we may add,
that it muft alfo be {een in its regenerating power ; and that,

in this refped, we can trace a decifive obftacle to the fuccels
of
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blefling of God, however, the Chriftian preach.
ers may foon teach them to obferve the difler-
ence between the mominal and the real difci-
ple of Jefus. The more reafon Heathens have
to be prejudiced againft Chriftianity, it is fo

much

of the miffions, in the vices of the Chriftian feﬂple. Let the
mifionary fhow with bothunderftanding and fervour, that Chn-
flianity teaches men to live foberly in the world j is he likely
to be credited, when the Indian can reply, that the men of
his nation were temperate until the Chriftians came to corrupt

them ; that thefe firangers have brought among them the

means and the habits of intemperance, and are profligate In
their manners beyond any example known in the favage life?
Would the teacher thew that the Chriftian law requires men
to live godly in the world ; the Pagan will here alfo be in-
credulous ; he fees the Europeans, whom the bufinels of war
or of commerce has brought upon his coaft, living without
God in the world, difregarding religious ordinances, and only
ufing the name of God in curfing and profanity, Let the
miffionary alfo whifper, that Chriftianity teaches men to live
righteoufly in the world ; but where has he the face to fay
fo? Isit to the tribes of America, where the firft fteps of
the Europeans were marked with rapine and bloodfhed ;
where, by a great and regular {yflem of unrighteoufnefs, the
natives are yearly robbed of frefh tracks of their land, and
are driven from valley to valley, and from river to river;
and where the white men in every tranfation ftudy to cheat
their red brethren, the men of the woods? Is it in Africa

that
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much the more neceflary, that they fhould be
{foon undeceived. And may we not hope, thug

Gad

that the miffionary would fpeak of righteoulnels the law of
the Chriftians ? perhaps the native might reply: “ When
“ I was a child, I heard of the Chriftians, I have known
~ % them in riper years, and my opinion of their princiles
“ 1s not likely to alter : for from them my heart received its
“ firft wound, and now they have broken 1t. My father was
“ bringing water to us from the brook when the Chriftians
“ fell upon him. They {prung from the thicket, like the tyger
“ on his prey ; they beat him to the ground with clubs, they
¢ chained him down 1n a canoe, and bore him off into {lavery.
“ Inmy youth they made me drink of aftlition, but now in my
“ age its waters have overwhelmed me, I was at a diftance
“ from my home, when the Chriftians and their men-hunters
““ but two moons ago made war, as they call 1t, n our valley:
“ at the dead of night they befet the village, they {et fire to
“ the houfes, they feized the flying families ; and among the
“ rett, my wife, my only fon, and my infant daughter, were
“ carried off, and are now on the ocean, faftened to bolts of
“ iron in your fhips, never to know reft or peace until the
“ grave fhall become their refuge from the Chriftians.  Chri-
¢ ftians, your fthips are red with innocent blood ; ye make
“ merchandife of the fouls of men 3 your crimes hold Africa
“in ruins ; the broken families of its natives appeal to God
“ againft you ; it is you who deftroy our morals and our com-
“ fort together; it is you who fpread treachery, cruelty, del-
 pair and heartbreak over awhole continent, Until the Chr-
“ ftians abandon this monftrous fyftem of outrage, Africa will

“ never become Chrillian.” Pages 42, 43, 44.
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God ¢ will have pity for his holy name, which
“ the houfe of Ifrael have profaned among the
« Heathen whither they have gone ?”

Let miffionaries encourage themfelves in the
Lord their God. Let Chritians {fend them
forth 1 hope. Let us all be warned, by mil-
fionary undertakings, to be zealous and repent,
left the docility and the fervour of Heathens
fhould put us to thame. The means of grace,
wherever they are enjoyed, muft bring along
with them the gift of life, or the {entence of
condemnation. * For the earth which drink-
“ eth in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and
* ¥ bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom
“it 1s drefled, recewveth blefiing from God:
“ But that which beareth thorns and briers, 1s
“ rejeted, and 1s nigh unto curfling; whole
“ end 1s to be burned.” Heb. v1. 4, 8.

Finally, When God is providing for the fal-
vation of the Heathen, let us beware of that
ipirit of jealoufy and anger, by which the gmlt
of the Jews was fo dreadfully aggravated.
“ They both killed the Lord Jefus, {ays Paul,
“ and their own prophets, and have perfecuted
“us; and they pleale not God, and are con-
“ trary to all men: Forbidding us to {peak to

“ the
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“ the Gentiles, that they might be faved, to fili
“ up their fin alway: for the wrath 1s come
“ uponthem to the uttermoft.” 1 Thefl.11. 15,16,
You are Chriftians, brethren ; let nothing Chui.
ftian be confidered by you as foreign. Shake off
the fetters of a contracted {pirit. Frown not
on one of the moft encouraging figns of the
times. Oppolfe not means which God hath ap-
pointed, and hath promifed to blefs, for the
diffufion of the goipel throughout the world.
Though our beginning be {mall, our latte: end
may greatly increale, ¢ The kingdom of hea-
“ ven 1§ like to a grain of muftard-feed, which
“ g man took and fowed In his field : which
¢ indeed is the leaft of all feeds; but when it s
“ grown, 1t 1s the greateft among herbs, and
“ becometh a tree, {o .that the birds of the air
“ come and .lodge in the branches thereof.”
Mat. xut, 31, 32.

We have endeavoured, by the afliftance of
the Apoftle’s reafoning in our text, to vindicate
miflions fram Chriftian {ocieties ta the Heathen
world. We have argued from the nature of the
golpel difpenfation ; the neceflity of means for
diffufing its Bleﬂings ; the propriety of ufing
the means appomted, although they may not

always
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always be f{uccefsful ; the certain progre{s of
miflionaries through every part of the world ;
and the comparative hopefulnefs of Heathens,
above many to'whom the gofpel of Chnift has
long been familrar.,

And now, brethren, permit us to remind you,
that you have aflembled at the requeft of a mii-
fionary aflociation, which, like all others of the
fame nature, depends for its {fuccefs on the
prayers, the {ubftance, and the perfonal fervices
of the people of Chrift. The formation of our
Society was not intended as an act of hoftilrty
againft any prior or contemporary {cheme for
extending the boundaries of the Redeemer’s
kingdom. Far be it from us, either to under-
value the long continued labours of the Socie-
ties in London for promoting Chriftian know-
ledge and propagating the gofpel in foreign
parts, and of the Society in Scotland for propa-
sating Chriftian knowledge ; or to envy, be-
caufe of the aftonifhing fuccefs of that recent,
and much blefled infhitution, the Miflionary So-
ciety at London, or the rifing zeal of thofe So-
cietres 1n Scotland who have joined with us,
following the laudable example of our London
brethren. QOur objeét is the fame ; there 13

L room
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room for us all ; and, in many cafes, it may be
wife, and, we doubt no‘é, delightful, to unite
our efforts. ‘

During the very fhort period of its exiftence,
the Edinburgh Miflionary Society has had lit-
tle in its power. It has given a fmall {um to
the Society of the particular Baptifts in Eng.
land, for propagating the gofpel among the
Heathen, to be applied towards defraying the
expence of printing a tranflation of the Bible
into the Bengalee language, which has been
begun by two of their miflionaries in the Eaft
Indies. It has alfo given a fimilar donation
to the United Brethrens Society in London for
the furtherance of the gofpel, whofe miflionaries
have, for a long period, been very numerous,
and whole funds are at prefent confiderably
impaired.

It 15 the earneft defire of our Society, without
delay, to enter more immediately upon the pro-
fecution of their grand obje@®. As a firft at-
tempt, they propole eftablifhing a miffion in
the Foulah country of Africa. This country is
diftant about 300 miles to the north-eaft from
Sierra Leone. The climate is more temperate
and healthful than it is upon the coaft. The

inhabitants
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inhabitants are generally gentle in their man-
ners, and hofpitable, efpecially to Europeans.
Many of the arts are known by them. Read-
ing 1s common.  Schools for the inftruétion of
children are eftablifhed in almoft every town.
One of their towns contains about 5000 and
another about 7ooo inhabitants. The profel-
fed religion 1s Mahometaniim ; but although they
obferve the rules of Mahomet, neither the priefts
nor the people appear to have much bigotry in
their difpofition. The king of the country was
alked by two gentlemen who travelled thither
from Sierra Leone, whether he would allow
Europeans to fettle there, with a view to the
cultivation of land? He readily anfwered that
he would, and would furnith them with land,
and cattle, and men for the purpofe. The
chiefs deal in the {lave trade, but {ay, if they
could get what they want, for their 1vory, rice
and cattle, they would abandon it, becaufe it
muft be difpleafing to God. Some confidera-
ble perfons having been fent by the Foulah
king to Freetown, to treat about opening an
intercourfe between that {ettlement and his
country, returned full of admiration of what

| B they
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they had feen, and gratified, 1n the higheft de.
gree, by their vifit *,

From this ftatement it would appear, that the
Foulah country is a favourable field for miffion.
ary exertions. Having heard that our brethren
at London had it in contemplation to fend a mif-
fion thither, we oftered to cooperate with them
in their undertaking, and our offer has been
cordially accepted. -They think that the mul-
fion thould confift of at leaft {ix perfons. Chui-
{tians acquainted with agriculture, or with ufe-
ful tl'acies, might be of great fervice, but it
{eems of eflential importance, that one or two
perfons of education and experience fhould go
along with them, and that a {erious {urgeon
alfo {hould ofler his fervices. The miflionaries
may be {ent by the way of Sierra Leone, where

- they

* Tor a more particular account of the Foulah country, fec
the journal of Meflrs *Watt and Winterbottom, in the Sierra
Leone rzport, the Mifionary Magazine for September, and
the late addrefs of the London Miffionary Society, inferted
in the Kvangelical Magazine for December, and the Miffion-
ary Magazine Supplement for December. A {rery full and
mterefting account of different parts of Africa, may be found

i Wad(icom’s eflay on Colonization, particularly applied to
the weftern coaft of Africa.
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they may be affured of meeting with the mott
friendly afhftance ; and our brethren at London
will cheerfully do every thing in their power
to facilitate the conveyance and {ettlement of
the miflionaries that may be fent from Scot-
Jand. -

Such 1s the {cheme which at prefent cccu-
pies our minds. For the execution of 1t, we
have obtained two miflionaries, and confidera-
ble funds. But we fiill need, and we look to
you for a fupply of both. We have remarked,
with pleafure, the intereft which you feem to
take m mufhonary intelligence, your crowded at-
tendance at our meétings for prayer, and the
unexampled liberality of your contributions.
And now we befeech you to abound more and
more. The work is only about to be begun.
The expence it is impoffible at prefent to af-
certain ; but we are {ure, there 1s not as yet in
our hands enough to defray it. Befides, we
hope that the undertaking, and of courfe the
demand, will never ceale, ¢ till the earth be
“ full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the wa.

?

“ ters cover the fea.” In foliciting your boun-
ty, we cannot deceive you by the promife of
falvation in exchange for your money ; for the

oift
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gift of God is not to be purchaled : but we
truft that no addrefs to the felfifh principle 1s
neceflary, when we plead with Chiiftians, in
the behalf of their Mafter, and of immortal
fouls, Let the love of Chrift conftrain you,
and we fhall have reafon to b:ea.r record, that,
“ to your power, yea, and beyond your power,
“ you are willing of your{elves.” You have not
yet attained the liberality of primitive times,

Like the Jews of old, indeed, the rich may caft
in of their abundance into the treafury, and
the poof widow may give more than they all.
Be not proud, my poor brethren, at this remark
of our Saviour; for it is eafier to part with our
all, when it is little, than when, like the young
man in the gofpel, we have great pofiefiions.
On the other hand, my wealthy friends, while
we would not do you injuftice, by undervaluing
or mifreprefenting your munificence, fhdelity
requires, that we fet before you examples re-
{pecting the ufe of property, which the autho-
rity of Scripture commands you to confider.
When the gofpel originally began to be propa-
gated, ¢ all that believed had all things com-
“ mon, and fold their pofleflions and goods,

“and parted them to all men, as every man
had
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“ had need.” Ads, 1i. 44, 45. “ Neither was
“ there any among them that lacked: F or as
“ many as were pofleflors of lands or houfes,
“{old them, and brought the prices of the
“ things that were fold, and laid them down
“at the Apoftles feet: And diftribution was
‘“ made unto every man, according as he had
“need. And Joles, who by the Apoftles was
“ firnamed Barnabas, (which 1s, being 1nter-
“ preted, the fon of confolation), a Levite, and
“of the country of Cyprus, having land, {old
“1t, and brought the money, and laid it at the
“ Apoftles teet.” Adls, iv. 34,---37. That man
may not prelume to challenge your property,
we freely admit. * Whiles it remains, is it not
“ your own, and after it 1s {old, 1s it not in your
“ own power?” Ads, v. 4. Butis not the earth
the Lord’s, and the fulnefs thereof? and {hould
not the examples now quoted, as well as every
thing elfe in facred {cripture, be earneftly re-
commended to the imitation of Chriftians? Is
it a great thing to fell all, and follow him, who
laid down his life that he might lead his follow-
ers to heaven? Is the improvement of land, or
the increafe of a family-eftate, an object to he
compared with the enlargement of the Redeem-

CI'S
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er’s kingdom ? We are not now aﬂ{ivng an ordi-
nary alms for the poor. We are {eeking re.
fources to enlighten the world ; and we give
notice to all the believers which 1t contains, to
hold the talents of their Mafter in readinefs for
his fervice. Give not to us, brethren, unlefs you
think we fhall faithfully improve your donation.
But remember, that the object of our mflitution
1s Infinitely more valuable, than all that you can
poflibly beftow for its attainment.

You {uppofe, perhaps, that we have now de-
manded enough. No, brethren ; the caufe en-
titles us to demand more. We call for your
perfons, as well as your property. We are al-
~ fociated for the purpofe of fending miflionaries
to the Heathen, and we wait to receive the of-
ters of thole who are qualified to go. Upon
our {uccefs, in this particular, depends the {uc-
cefs of the whole {cheme. Funds are but a {e-
condary object ; we have already procured them;
but where are the men? Without apoftolic mif-
fionaries, no pecuniary contributions will be of
any avail ; and with them, a little money will
go a great way. The liberality which Chii-
ftians have difplayed in fupporting our plan,

1s nothing, we truft, to what it would be, were
many
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many coming forward to carry it into effect
Numbers give us their prayers and their mite,
who could not aflift us by their perfonal fervi-
ces. Thole, therefore, who can in any wile be
ufeful in a miflion, axe'und@r peculiar obliga-
tions, to engage in the work. No greatnefs of
donation to our finances will excufe them, if
they: ihould keep their chief talent laid up in a
napkin. They dre called upon, by the voice of
Him who gave them their endowments, as well
as by that of their Chriftian brethren; and
they may have the honour of gathering toge-
ther the church of God, which he hath pur-
chafed with his own blood. It 1s furely for the

ake of fome precious {ouls, that the muffionary
{chemes have been {0 generally and zealouily
adopted.

In the plopagatmn of the gofpel perfons of
various defcriptions may be ufefully employed.
Men of abilities and learning, in this as well as
in every thing elfe, have a manifeft advantage.
if they come from the {chools of the prophets,
fo much the better, * But if there be fuft a
“ willing mind, it is accepted according to that
“a man hath, and not according to that he
“ hath not.” 2 Cor, viil. 12. With the divine

M blefling,
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bleffing, moderate -abilities, faithfully exerted,
will not be ineffeCtual.. Labourers and mecha.
nics may be of fervice in a miffion, although
perhaps only by working with their hands;
and they fhould reckon it more honourable, and
more gainful, to engage in fuch an underta.
king, than to rife ever fo high in this pitiful
world. The art of printing alone gIves us a
very great advantage above even the Apoftles;
and 1s no doubt one of thole means, which
God will blefs for the univerfal diffufion of Di-
vine kﬁawled_ge. In publifthing tranflations of
the holy Scriptures, the afliftance of printers
will be particularly requifite. Befides thele,
we muft get an Aquila and a- Prifcilla to make
tents for the mifionaries, and to be “ then
“ helpers 1n Chnft Jefus.” Rom.xvi, 3. We
muft have “ Luke the beloved phyfician,”
Col. 1v. 14. and even Zenas the lawyer, though
not to act profeflionally, as well as Apollos, the
eloquent man, and mighty in_the {criptures.
Titus, ii. 13. '
- But if we may call upon Chriftians in gene-
ral, how much more upon thofe who have de-
voted themfelves to the work of the miniftry.
Preachers of the gofpel are the perfons who
| muft



[-9Ii

muft be fent into all the world, that Heathens
may hear, and believe, and call upon the name
of the Lord, and be faved. Preachers have {o-
lemnly declared, ‘that zeal for the glory of |
God, love to Chrift, and a defire for the {alva-
tion of fouls, were their prevailing motives in
the cholce of that {acred office which they have
undertaken. My refpe@ed friends, thefe mo-
tives will incline you to be miffionaries abroad,
as well as preachers of the gofpel at home.
They will conftramn you to encounter all diffi-
culties, and to run the rifk of any perfecution.
No ordipary fettlement in the church can pre-
fent fuch a wide fphere of ufefulnefs, as the
unmeafured regions of the Heathen world ¥,
Some of you have waited long for a paftoral
charge in the church of Chiift, and ftill per-
haps have little profpect of obtaining one. It
is grievous to” fee your gifts overlooked, and
your lives pafling away in the very inferior avo.
cattons of private teaching. Behold, we pro-
pofe to you, immediate employment of a no-

bler

* Will any man fay, that George Whitefield would pro.
bably have done half the good which he did, if his labours

had been chiefly confined to one parifh, although the moft
populous in Britain ?
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bler kind, even 4 moft interefting field of exer.
tion in the vineyard of our Lord. Your ex.
pedations hitherto hdve perhaps been difap.
pointed, becaufe you were referved for fuch a
time as this. All things are ready. Aflociates
are- prepared fo accompany you. And now
you may, without entering 'into other mens
labours, be honoured to add to the number of
the churches of Chrift. Others have come for-
ward with an offer of their fervices, who were
not {o immediately called by the nature of the
work 3 and 1t will' be diftrefling indeed, if
preachers fhall fall fhort of private Chriftians
in point of zeéal, efpecially in a matter which
relates to the promulgation of the gofpel. Let -
uis hope, then, foori to {ee the grievous re-
proach wiped away, that 1n all Scotland, not
one preacher has yet been found by any of our
Miffiohary Societies, who is willing to go abroad,
and to labour among the Heathen.

Nor {hall we confine our call to thofe preach-
ers of the gofpel, who are not yet invefted with
a paftoral charge. Brethren and Fathers in the
work.of the miniftry, fuffer us, we beleech you,
while to you allo we venture, with fincere re-
{ped; but with much earneftnefs, to addrefs the

word
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word of exhortation. You will readily allow,
that the Apoftle’s argument concerning the

neceffity of fending preachers that Heathens
may be faved, does- not refer to thofe alone,

who, In the technical language of ecclefiaftical |
law, are termed probationers. It may be re-
ferred to the very chiefeft of the Apoftles in
the church, and the man who fhall receive it,
and aé accordingly, will probably labour more
abundantly than they all. You admit of trani-
lations from a fmaller to a more extenfive, from
an eafier to a more diflicult charge, Many of
you have felt it your duty to remove from fi-
fuations to which you were evidently called in
the courle of providence, to  which you were
much attached, and where you had long perhaps
been eminently ufeful, that you might feek the
greater good of the church. The ftations, in-
deed, which fome of you hold, are generally
confidered as of too great importance to be ever
entrufted to mere probationers. Upon the fame
principle which gives rife to this opinion, we
are warranted to plead, that where men of ex-
perience can be found, probationers fhould not
be entrufted with the management of millions.
Let Barnabas, and Silas, and Timothy, by all

means
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means go, but let Paul alfo go along with them.
Brethren and Fathers, miflions are certainly
charges of great difficulty and of great impor-
tance ; if they are ever Lo profper, they mutft,
humauly {peaking, be conducted by men like
you. Your approved characters would give
weight to the I{cheme; would gamn the confi
dence of the Chriftian world, and intereft their
affections more deeply in its behalf ; would en-
courage others to offer themfielves as afliftants
to carry it on ; would give it, in fhort, all the
advantages, which the church of Chrift could
oive, to enfure its fuccefs. As to your prefent
charges, do with them as you did with your
- former ones ; “ commend them-to God, and to
“ the word of his grace, which 1s able to buld
“ them up, and to give them an inheritance a-
“ mong.all them which are fandified.” Ads,
XX. 32, Your congregations will be much more
{erioufly atlected by your departure on a miflion
to the Heathen, and by the expectation that
théy fhall {ee your face no more, than they ei-
ther are perhaps by your ordinary labours, or
could ﬁoﬂibly be by your removal from one
church to another in your own country:. A

farewell fermon, like that of Paul to the elders
of
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of Ephefus, may be equal in its- effes to all
‘your former addrefles together. Long after

you are gone, the moft carelefs of your hearers
may remember, 10 the faving uf théir fouls, the

precious words from your lips, which now ‘they
defpiie. And how earneitly would you your-
felves remember, in a foreign land, the ever
dear “ little flock,” which you -formerly fed,
and from which you could not depart, but by
tearing yourfelves away. Still would they be
“ in your heart to die and live with you.” 2 Cor.
vit. 3. “ Without ceafing you would make
“ mention of them always in your prayers ;®
and love to them would increafe within you the
tervour of devotion. In all their aflemblies,
though abfent in body, you would. be prefent
i fpirit.  “ You would have no_greater joy
“ than to hear that your children were walking
“in the truth.” 3 John, 4. And furely, yoir
“ would not be negligent, as long as you were in
“ this tabernacle, to put them alwaysin remem-
“ brance of the things which you had declared,
“ although they knew them, and were -efta-
“ blithed in the prefent truth,” 2 Pet.1. 12.
What an intereft, what a kindling of affe@ion,
would be excited among them by an apoftohic

epiftle
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epiftle from their former paftor! With what
motionlefs attention would they lLiften to the:
reading of it, while you defcribed te them from
the life, the mifcry uf the Heathen, and.infey-
rcd the obligations of thole to whom the gof:
pel is known ; while you teftified your difinter-
efted and unimpaired affetion for their fouls ;
while, directed by perfonal knowledge of their
charadter, iyou warned,: exhorted, admonifhed,
and rebuked them:} while ;you reminded them
of delightful feafons, that were _paft, and:{et
Rrongly before them  the:awful folemnities. of
your-future meeting. at- thecday of judgment,
as well as the everlafting joys of {octal worfhip
in the heavénly world ! "Fhe writing of fuch
a letter would:at once elevaté and melt. your
fouls; and although; for the;moment, you might
be . completely overcome, your feeling after-
wards-would be, increaféd: defire to form fimi-
lar congregations in the defert of the Heathen,
Befides, your letter might do good to your
fucceflor at home, It might quicken Thim n
the difcharge of . his duty ;and, by.the im-
preflion. which it made upon the people un-
der his care, might help him forward in-his:Ja-

| | bours.
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bours *. By going forth then as miffionaries,
8 you can hardly be faid to break your prefent
§ connedtions.  Your removal is likely to tend
§ 1o the furtherance of the gofpel. And, in fad,
§ unlels fome of us, or other minifters who, like
us, have declared their approbation of miffion-
ary undertakings, fhall go in perfon to make the
 attempt, it feems impoffible that the experiment
 1_ thould be fairly tried ; certainly we at leaft fhall
f not be able to fay, that we did every thing in
d our power to prevent its failure.
Y Let not the Chriftian people fay, that we
 would rob them of their paftors, or that, in or-
der to convert the Heathen, we would abandon
| the churches which Chrift hath already planted.
f Zeal to become miffionaries is not fo univerfal,
f s to be alarming. The queftion 1s not, who
g will ftay at home? but who will go abroad? If
f one or two of your paftors fhould be taken a-
| N way,

* 1t is very remarkable, that Paul left his charge at Ephe-
fus, that he might finith his courfe as a miffionary, although
f be knew that fome of his fucceffors would be bad men, ™ I
“know this, faid he, that after my departing fhall grievous
 “wolves enter in among you, not fparing the flock. Allo
1" of your own felves fhall men arife, fpeaking perverfe

|“ things, to draw away difciples after them.” Adls, xx. 29,
| 20,
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way, rejoice that you fhall never be deprived
of theii earrieft prayers, fo long as they {ojoum
in this world ; and that others ready to perifh
are about to enjoy what you, after having been |
quickened, are’called to refign. * The Lord wil |
« provide. In our Father’s houfe there is bread |
“ enough, and to fpare.” Fear not, that you :
fhall by any means fare the worfe, becaufe he |
dealeth it to the hungry as feemeth him gbo& |

And now, my aflociates, havmg endeavoured
to vindicate our inflitution, and to promote it
intereft, give us leave to remind you, that in
order to its fuccefs, it is of effential 1mportance
that we faithfully difcharge the duties which |
are incumbent on ourfelves. Let us make
{erious bufinefs of our great undertahng When

a laudable {cheme is pmpofed many lend it theg
credit of their names, as a matter of courfe, whu
never make conicience of attending to the exe.§
cution of it. Some who might even be averfe
‘to the propofal, when they fee that the thingg
s to take place, will {feem to 30111 with thofe
who begin it, rather than be left behind ; an
yet they are genelally as much agalnﬁ everj
fiep of the progrefs, as they were at ﬁrﬁ agam ;

.the original defign. Let us, brethren, if we are
| reall;
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really perfuaded that the caufe 1s good, engage
in it with one heart and one foul. We have
profeffed to forget party-diftinctions. Our har_

mony entirely depends on our acting fully up to
this high profeﬁion As, theretore, we would not
murder in its infancy the offspring of modera-
tion ; as we would not ﬁfidén the {chiims which
have hitﬁerto difgraced the church; as we va-
lue the ver y exiftence of the | grand undcrtakmg
which is at plefent lo hopeful : let us be con-
]ured to bamfh from our mmds, and from all
our dehberatmns the contratted maxims of
party- pohcy, and the baneful influence of party-
.fpmt If as to any thmg we thould differ in
oplmon Iet us do it with mutual forbearance,
and procggd with undiminithed cordiality and
7eal, inipi'df:ecutiugi the great objet iwhich all
of us =i?iy we have mn view. Thus fhall we
reta;i_n and increafe that confidence of the Chri-
than :péople which we have already acquired ;
and thus fhall we encourage perfons, who may
| be ufeful miflionaries, to acceptof our patronage.
Our work is immenfe. It is not for the fettle-
ment of a minifter in a congregation, it is not
even for the furhifhipg of preachers to a whole
;_latipn,' that we are affociated. It is to en-

. lighten
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lighten the Heathen world: To pull down the
ﬁrongb holds of fatan wherever they are erected,
and however long they have ftood : To build
up the church of Chrift, in ipite of the actual
violent oppofition of the gates of hell. What
enlargement of mind, what ardent zeal, what
heav'enly wildom, what undaunted fortitude,
what indefatigable induftry and perieverance,
muft we afpire to poflefs! chcefs,‘however de-
fireable, 1s not at our command, but we are re-
{ponfible both to-God and to ‘man for fidelity.
Let us be deeply imprefled with our critical fi-
tuation. Let us {irive together in prayers to
God for his diretion and ‘blefling. Let us beg,
as we have begun to do, the prayers of all the
churches. Let us devote our attention through
life to that, which many generations moft like-
ly muft fucceflively labour to accomplifh., And,
with our dying breath, let us commend to otr
children the advancement of the everlafting

kingdom of Jefus Chrift.
But this is not the peculiar bufinefs of a {o-
ciety ; it is the common concern of the whole
*church. We are all taught, when we pray to
fay, “ Thy kingdom come : thy will be done on
“ earth, as it Is in heaven,” Let thofe, there-
fore,
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fore, who love our Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity,
daily look and long for the anfwer of this pray-
er. Let them rejoice in the aflurance, that
God 1n his good time, will remove every obfta-
cle to the fuccefs of his gofpel ; that he will
deftroy Pagan idolatry, Mahometan delufion,
the fuperﬁifion and will-worfhip of the Pope,
and the fpirit and corruptions of all the many
Antichrifts which are now in the world, In
every event that takes place in the courfe of
providence, difcernible approach is made to the
glorious finithing of the myftery of God. Nay,
in the very volume of futurity, of which alfo
we have a copy in the book of Revelation, al-
though the precile meaning be oblcure, the
iflue 1s obvious ; and while we perule it, we may
exclaim, with all the confidence and eagernefs
of him by whom it Was}ﬂr_itten: ‘“ Behold he
“ cometh with clouds, and every eye fhall fee
“ him, and they alfo which pierced him, and
“ all kindreds of the earth fhall wail becaufe of
“ him: even fo, Amen.” Rev.1. 7.

To concklude, Let us all remember, that each
of ourfelves ftands in need of the bleflings of
Chriftianity no lefs than the moft ignorant and

wicked
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wicked of the’ Heathens: Not the, privileges
which we enjoy, nor the profeflion which we
make ; not even zeal, nor liberality .in the
encouragement of miffions, will fave our fouls
frem fin, ahd {ecure to-us that life and immor-
tality, which are brought to light by the gol-
pel. -We mufl be juftified by faith, that we
may have peace with God threugh our Lord Je-
fus Chrift; that-we may have accels to. ftand 1n
his grace, and.may rejoice in.the hope of his
glory. Let us “ count all things-but lols, then,
« for the ‘excellency of the knowledge of Chrift
¢ Tefus our Lerd, that we may win him, and
“ be found in him, not having our own righte-
« pufnefs, -whicli is.of the law, but.that which is
“ through the faith of Chrift, the righteouinels
“ which 1s of God by faith,” Phil.in.qg. In
this happy fituation, the principle of gratitude
will make us fincerely zealous to promote his
caufe in the world, and ready to offer ourfelves,
as well as our fubftance, 1n his fervice. It will
infpire us with a noble energy, in our endea-
vours to make others acquainted with his
grace. United by the clofeft tie to him,
we fhall feel a warm attachment to all who
love huim and bear his image, and an ardent de-

fire
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fire for all who may yet come to be of this de-
{cription, - “ Our mouths will be opened” to
the children of men, ¢ our hearts will be en-
larged,” while we feek to embrace them as par-
takers of like precious faith with ourfelves.
Upon every addition to the church, we fhall
tafte the joy which is felt in the prelence of
the angels of God, and anticipate the felicity
of the approaching period, when ¢ a multitude
“ which no man fhall be able to number, of
“all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
“ tongues, fhall ftand before the throne, and
““ before the Lamb, clothed with white robes,
““ and palms 1n their hands ; and fhall cry with’
“a loud voice, faying, Salvation to our God,
“ which fitteth upon the throne, and unto the

‘“ Tamb for ever and ever. Amen.” Rev, vil.
9, IO.

THE END.



