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L ETTUEIR L

Dear Friend,

P ON account of our former religious acquain~
U tance, when living together 1n one place, F
thought it proper to acquaint you, with fome alterati-
ons of religious fentiments, which now I am apt'to
make ; hoping, that upon your acquamtance there~
with, you will be of the fame mind : and fo cur refi-
gious friendfhip fhall be continued fhill.

What I may call my firltand leading alteration from
Calvinifm is, my receiving and entertatring highep
views of the fovereigaty of grace through the atone-
ment.- "Fhis point of the fovereignty _and freedom
of grace, though formerly profefled by us both; yer,
I am now perfuaded, was held m unrwhteoufnafs :
held in fuch a way as overthrew it : and the} following:
out hereof, in its full arnount and neceflary confequen-
ces, in oppofition to contrary tenets, formerly held
along herewith, is not only the chief, but almoft the
whole of the alteration I now pretend unto,

In order, then, hereunto, I now give up with what
is called the gofpel offer, or the dolirine; atleaft,
{trictly and properly {peaking, of an offer of & Saviour,
and life and falvation in him to {inners indefinitely <
For the making of ofrers, hangs falvation on the con-
dud of the finner in accepting or rejeéting ; which 1s
quite oppofite from hanging it on Divine Sovereignty.
"That way of offers, making falvation to be by embra-
cing and receiving, docs alfo fufpead our comfort,
upon this our own a&, and makes 1t to be extracted
therefrom, It alfo obfcures the freedomof grace, and
| A2 makes,
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makes us tp be juflified or faved by works: at Jeaft
by the mental work of accepting and receivin g an offer;
or offered good ; exprefsly contrary to the apoftle, in
. bis epiftle to the Romans, who there excludes all
works without limitation *, |
The nature of faith, as lying in receiving and reft-
‘ing on offers and promifes, you fee, I alfo give up
with : beinga part of that fcheme of falyation, by of-
fers and embraces. Exhortations to me: is, and the
ufing thereof by gracelefs finners, for attaining falva-
tiof, you fee, 1 alfo fet afide 3 for the more we are
1n thefe, the more do we fruftrate, or attempt to in-
terfere, with falvation by fovereign free grace.
. Having, et thefe. afide, I then, in confequence of
this firlt principle of fovereign free grace through the
atonement, look upon the gofpel as being only- a de-
claration hereof, and teftimony hereunto,  If falvation
from firft to laft, in the whole method thereof, hein
this way ; then what can the good news or the glad
o tidings
_:* For aicertamning the truth of their thus fetting
afide the gofpel offer, fee letters on Theron and Af-
P10, page 340. « The juftice and fovereipnty of God
*¢ are pretty openly oppofed by all our preachers of
“‘ beft fathion,—Their doirine is double : in formal-
« ly ftating the articles of their creed, in oppofition
‘s unta_ht;retics, they fegm to acknowlcge tl_lefé divine
¢ perfedtions ; but in their addrefles to the peo-
‘e plg -they—,-——-q&erthrow them.,”” And in proving
that they overthrow fovereignty, he gives this as an
inftance from their writings, page 350, ¢ The lan-
* guage of faith is, God offers a {lain and crucified Sa-
¢¢ viour unto me, and I take the flain Chrift for my Sa-
“ viour. God hath made a grant, or deed of gift, of
‘“ Chift and all his benefits, to finiers of mankind ;"
{viz. by free offers to be embraced by them) ‘thus,
by the free offer, -according to him, they overthrow
fovereignty, and {6 by hl%lﬁj gofpel offer 15 fet afide,
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tidings of tlie gofpel be ; but the declaration hereof, This
glorious. truth herein contained, viz, that the atonement
15 of value erough, and grace, on account thereof, free
enough, 1o fave the moft guilty and undone finner : This
is the good news of the gofpel, which is to be preached
unto every creature, and which he that believeth it fhall
be faved, and he that believeth it not fhall be damned,
And though the preaching hereof be no offer of favours
or privileges to be received, yet is an offer of a truth to be
believed : and the belief thereof, will immediately com.
fort the mind, jultify the perfon in his confcience ; and,
alfo, produzz in the heart, love to God : with every o.

ther good fruit ¥,
| From
S ——
* See their plan of the gofpel fully expreftin a pam-
phlet, entitled; Simple Truth Vindicated, page 74, 76.
¢ 1f it be thought neceffary to draw, what we have to
 {ay of-the fimple truth, into one point of view; {o as
¢ to be a direct anfwer to the queftion, What is the
¢« truth which brings falvation to finners? we have no
«« creed but the bible, to refer to 5 and the anfwer may
¢ fkand in feriprure words thus, There is none that doth
«« goady no not one—~Chrift came to the awarld to fave
¢ finners.— Neither is there falvation in any other ;
““ for thereis no otier name given under heaven, among
 snen, whereby ave cau be faved.”  After quoting thefe,
with many other texts, he adds, ¢ The general truth,”
or the gofpel, the truth which bringeth falvation, which
he promifed to unfold, * contained-in thefe and fuch
« like words of {cripture, is this, that the work finithed
« by Jefus Chrift, is the only requilite to the jultificati-
¢ on of the guilty, and is provedto be fuficient for this
¢ purpofe, by lis refurrection from the dead s or, that
¢ by means of Chrift's work in the room and {lead of
« finners : and by that only, it is confiftent with all the
« perfections of God, for him to beftow, with the utmoft

 freedom, and in the moft fovereign manner, all the
““ bleflings
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From this vietv of the gofpel, I next look upon faving
taith, asnow hinted, to. be juft the knowlege and belief

of faid gofpel : Such a real belief hereof as hath a com-
manding influence on heart and life. As I look upon

the gofpel to have no other offer in it, than an offer
of the truth; fo, I look upon faith as having no other
1ecelving in it, thana receiving of the trath : by heliev-
ing it. The word saith, you know, both in its moft
{tri& and common acceptation, fignifies the befief of truths
and as our Bible affixeth no pofitive meaning thereto, fo.
1t leaves us to its common accepration ¥,

In the next place, keeping {alvation wholly by grace,
in oppoflition to any works or performances of receivings,
or of whatever, {till in eye; Ilook upon this faith as be-
ing wholly the effets of this grace, without having in it
any of our activity ; a thing in which we are only paffive =
the evidence of truth fhining tn upon the mind, and canf-
ing dlent, without any of our activity *, |

And,

B e T Y !

“ bleflings of {alvation upon any, even the guiltieft of
‘¢ mankind, without diftin&ion of nation or charaer.
¢ This truth becomes effeCtual to give hope, and peace,
“ and joy; when it is made known to the foul by the
«¢ Spirit of God through the gofpel.”

As the gbove is given us, as the amount, or general
truth contained in thefe texts, which 1s an anfwer to that
queftion, *“What is that truth which bringeth falvation "
So we hereby fee, 1n {fo many words, whatis their gof-
pel : that itis only a making .known that the work of
Chrift is the only requifite unto juflification ; and that,
on account of {aid work, falvation s free for God to
give it to whom, and in what manner he will ; but has
not a word of its being free, 1n refpect of ofter, for finners
to receive, That whofocver will may take of the warer
of life freely. . .

* See alfo for this the {ame performance, . 54. “But
¢ is jullifying faith nomore than the divine teftimony,
¢ patlively received ! No.”
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And, laft of all, I look upon our being juftified and
faved, which is brought about this way, to be a thing
in which we are only paffive ; in oppofition to our ufing
any adtivity for it; either i receiving offers, or any way
whatever *, ‘This | look upon as the native confequen-
ces of the foregoing = for fince {alvation be by {fove-
reign prace, in oppofition to any of our works, means,
or whatever; and fince the golpelis only the declara-
tion hereof, without any offers to be embraced, in or-
der to the bleflings being enjoyed ; and fince the faith
or belief of this gofpel, by which we are juftified and
{faved, is a.thing in which we are wholly paflive ; then,
in like manner, fo muft our being juftified and faved be, If
we are only paffive in the mean, {o, likewife, in the end
attained thereby, This, asitis the native conlequence
of the reft, fo it is the crowning upfhot of the whole 3
as being, 2 making God to be all in 2ll, in our {alvation
and curfelves to be perfed nothing in the matter.

But, for brevity’s fake, I fhall now break off ; leaving
you to compare what T have faid with the feriptures ;
hoping, that by {o doing, you will {ee they {peak the fame
things : and as for any texts you may think runs contra-
ry, 1 muft refer you to what is written un this {ubjedt
ilready, by othiers, in its defence. And begging your
judgment on the fubje&, as {oon as convenient, I am,
refpectiully, )
: | Your’s, &, ;
A.B. .

L E T-

* See for this, page 26th of fame pamphlet: ¢ The
“ {criptures no where——exhort to.any duty, as the
““ mean of obtaining a {aving intereft in Chrlt.” And
again, page 33. ‘“ But ave not exhortations, exprefhng
¢ great altivity and laboar, addrefled to unbelievers s
“ Such as, Strive toenter in at the firait gate; fy for
““ refuge ; labour for the bread that endureth unto
“ everlaffing life :——are not thefe addreffes to un-
“ believers, and expreflive of diligence to obtain a fav-
“ ing interelt in Chrilt 2 No.”
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LETTER IIL

Dear Friend,

OUR’s of the 2d laft month I recewed + and for
your concern about my welfare, in laymg before
me your new fentiments, [ am your obliged, 1 have
not only read your letter with care, but 2!fo all the writ-
ings upon your {yftem of doétiine I could find ; and kas,
likawife, converfed at large, with-the maintamers there-
of, 1n-this place, upon. the fubjet. However, after ac-
quainting myfelf with your {yltem, and comparing the
{ame with the {cripture, in (I"hope) the moft difpation-
ate manner, (in the faith of one to judge after me, whofe
knowlege 13 perfe&, his judgment always according to
trath ; and whofe determination fhall ftand) 1 find iny-
felf obhged to adhere to my former principles, and dif-
{ent from your new ones,
- The chief and leading peculiarities of your fyftem, I
think, feems to ly in the following : Fir/}, In making
the gofpel to be only a dechratlon of the {overeignty
and freedom of grace, through the atonement ; for fav-
ing the moft ruined and undene : A declaration of this,
I' fay, without any offer of {aid atonement, and grace,
to be embraced, as the way-of being enjoyed. 2dly, In
making faving faith to ly in the knowlege and belief of
faid gofpel. 3dly, In making the finner to be only pal-
five, in this-helief, 4#4)y, In makmg us to be only paf-
five in our being juftificd and faved, by being brought
inte a ftate of grace and falvation, 5:/){y,_and laftly,
In objedting againft, and diffenting from, the oppofite
doftrine of an offer——the.yiew of faith as a receiving

and refting thereon ; and exhortations to finners thus to
‘believe ;

-
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believe ; or even to ufe any means for attaining falvation
whatever,

From this view of your peculiavities, 1 think, the ge-
neral ftate of pur difference land in this 3 Whether God,
tn bringing {taners into a flate of favour and {alvation,
afteth orly as ar abfclute fovereign, towards, or upon,
them, as only mere paflives, or paflive matter ; without
requiring or caufing them ufe dny aélivity, in any mean
whatever, thereanent ! Or if, on the other hand, he, in
2 way of condefcenfion, aCteth toward them as rattonal
creatures, by making rational offers thereof ; and cauf-
ing them, 1 a {uitablenefs to their rational faculties, to
accept, as the way cf attaipment ! And to this thort and
general itate of the queftion, take this fhort and general
anfwer ¢ That both Arminians, and thofe on your fida
of the queftion, go to the two oppofite extremes They
feeing that the Bible ever y where holds out {alvation to
man by way of, offers; requiring their compliance with
the teror of the exhibition, d4s the way of enjoymeht ;
do, therefore, refule God's dealing in the matter of fal-
vation fovereignly : as being contrary thereunto, Ard
thole again of your opinion, feeing that the fcripture e-
very where holds out God's dealing fovereignly, - having
mercy.on whom he will ; do, therefore, fet afide, as in-
confiltent herewith, his deahncr rationally, by way of of-
fer.  And as they go to oppof te extremes, fo truth lies
berwixt the two : God dealing 1n the matter of falvati-
on fovereignly, and yert thus rationally, at the {fame time,
“ All that the Father hath given me, fhall come unto
‘““unto me ;> thisis is dealing {overeignly : ¢“and him
““ that cometh unto me, I will in no wife caft our %
Thes, again, at the fame time, is his dealing ramnally,
by way of offer. ¢ All things are delivered unto me of
““ my Father, and no man knoweth the Son but the Fa-
““ ther ; neither knoweth any man the Father fave the
““ Son, and he to whomfoever the Son will reveal him.”
Here ¢ his dealing fovereigaly; but itis added, ¢ Come
“ unto me all ye ‘that lsbour and are heary laden, and
“ 1 will give you reft.” This, again, is his deahng,

B by
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by way of offer, rationally. In fhort, when it is faid,
“« T will have mercy on whom I will have mercy,” this
is dealing fovereignly 3 and when it 1s {aid, * Whofo-
« ever will let him take of the waters of life freely,”
this is dealing, by way of offer, rationally, And what
God hath joined together, let no man put afunder.

But, I thall now, for a more particular anfwer, con-
fider your peculiarities feparately by themfelves, as I
have already arranged them, -

I begin, then, with the firlt of thefe, viz. your mak-
ing the gofpel to be only a declaration of the fovereign-
ty and freedom of grace through the atonement * ; and
applying the declaration, that ¢ he that believeth {hall
«« be faved,” to the belief of this point. And here,
for clearnefs fake, my firft obfervation fhall be upon the
propriety of your expreflions : and it is this, That I
think thefe are not {o decifive and determinate concern-
ing your {yftem as they ought. As to your gofpel pro-
polfition, or free grace truth, (as thefe your principles
call it) viz, that, by means of the atonement, grace i3
{overeign and free, for the molt ruined and undone ; one
would think, that a proclamation of this, before the fons
of men, were, upon the matter, an offer of faid bleflings
unto them ; fo that by embracing they fhould enjoy.
But you hereby only mean, that grace is {overeign and
free, in refpect of adtual conferment, for God to give 1t
to whom, and in what manner, he will 5 but not, that 1t
is free, in refped of offer, for {inners to receive, that
¢ whofoever will may take of the water of life freely.”

And 1s to your other expreflion, namely, ¢ That he
« who believeth (v/z. the truth of faid propofition) fhall

< be faved ;” this alfo, one would think, amounteth to
| ar

~ *This point they alfo fet forth by many other expre{-

fions : fuch as, «That in Chrilt God is well pleafed.---
‘.: That t.hf-'re 15 forgivaneﬁ: with God.---That the atone-
““ ment is of fufficieat value, &e.” beflides fome others
now to be noticed.
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an offer of falvation, upon condition of our crediung or
beheving the truth of faid propofition ; but as you make
vs to be only paflive in believing, {o all you mean here-
by is, that he in whom the belief of this is pafhively
wrought, fhall be faved ; which is quite another thing.
The amount then of your gofpel proclamation, is only,
that it is free for God, on account of the atonement, 1n
the moft fovereign manner, to fave {inners ; and that the
man Whofe eyes he opens, and pafiively maketh to {ee
. this truth, fhall be {aved ; while others fhall not *,

I would now add to this obfervation, that though the
above manner of reprefentation be with thefe of your
{entiments the moft common, yet I find other reprefen-
tations, alfo ufed, that are ftill more dark and indeter-
minate. In the pamphlet wrote in defence of your plan,
entitled, Free Grace indeed, page 29. it is defenibed
thus, ¢ Jefus Chnft, in all his grace and fulnefs, 1s de-
¢ clared in the gofpel for this very purpole, to appear
“ as the only, the immediate, ard the {ure foundation of
“ a loft finner’s hope, as fuch,”” This, fays the author,
is the central truth. And again, fays ‘he, page 30.
‘¢ This central doétrine is what is more emphatically
““ called the truth, or the gofpel.,” But the author is
kere, 1 think, not only dark, but contradiftory ; for
while this his central truth or gofpel runs, ¢¢ Jefus Chrift
¢ 15 declated in the gofpel for this very purpofe, to ap-
« pear as the—foundation of—Hope, ¢r¢.” It carries
its evidence in its bofom, that it is only a declaration of.
what he takes to be the exnd and purpofe of the gofpel,
and {o not the gofpel s#felf. ¢ Jefus Chnit (fays he) is
“ declared in the gofpel for this purpole, &re.” Plainly
intimating, that thisitfelfis not the gofpel declaration con-
cerning luim 3 but is only a telling us, that he 1s declared

there, for a certain end and purpole : but what the go-
| {pel

* This is not only the neceffary, but the acknowleged
amount of their gofpel. See the marginal note herea-
nent, at the firlt letter.
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fpel declaration is, which is to an{wer that end and pur-
pofe, is not here told. And to give out that to be the
gofpel, which is, confefledly, only a ceclaratiun of the
end and defign of the gofpel, feems 1o me, not {o very
confiftent. |

There is, likewife, one other manrner of mifreprefen-
tation, which I would alfo notice, which thefe on your
way do {ometimes ufe on this point ; and which, 1 think,
{iill as little to the purpofe as any of the reft: It s that
of a benefit, or privilege, being free amdng men *
though that of a real offer, in any thape whatever, they
condemn in the popular doétrine (as they call it) s yet
in this they reprefent their own doctrine, which, indeed,
has in it no offer, in that very manner which, in others,
they condemn, A benefitit is being free among men,
means neither more nor lefs, than that it1s free for them
to take the privilege of it, and in this way enjoy it ¢ but
how falvation its being free for God to give it, and free,
in refped of actual conferment, unto thefe upon whom
it was beftowed, which is the amount of your gofpel ;
yea, the amount of all that a paflive intereftment 1n the
covenant of grace will admit of ; how, I fay, thiscan be
reprefented by a benefit its being free among men, [
~ cannot conceive : for they are evidently different. How-
ever, as this manner of reprefentation is ufed by thele of
your principles fo {feldom, I am apt to think, it is not
thought very proper by themfelves.

Before I leave this obfervation about the propriety of
your expréflions, I cannut help making this one remark ;

That by holding forth the gofpel under the reprelenta-
tion of a declaration, in general, of the {overeignty and
freedom of grace through the atonement; and even,
fometimes, by that of a benefit, its being free among
men: and then, afterwards, explaining thefe into your
own fyltem; by this, I fay, you, however, gain a certain
purpofe : you by this means fpeak in 2 more {criptural
ftile, than otherwife you would ; and {o 1t fuits your

hi gh

¥ See the already quoted pamﬁmﬁt: page 84.
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high pretenfions of ftri¢t adherence to the fcriptures,
'And the retaining of the {cripture found, s, no doubt,
calculated to make both yourfelves and others believe
that you alfo retain their fenfe : however unnatural the
1deas you fix unto them, be,

Secondly, Concerning this your gofpel, in making it
to be a declaration of the fovercignty and freedom of
grace, through the atonement, tntending no more there-
by, than that it 1s fovereign and free for God to give it to
whom, and in what manner he will ;—1I oblerve, That
it is a gofpel, or a declaration, which cannot give any
therough relief to the diftreffed mind ; nor is it a {uffi-
cient gronad for finners, as fuch, to take hold of, and
truit to, for falvation,——Abfolute, or mere {overeign-
ty, without making any condefcenfion, by promile, offer,
or owerwile, doth fhll leave as much ground for defpair,
as give ground for hope ; for thongh it be free for 1t to
give, it is as free for it to withhold. To truft, then, unto
abfolute fovereignty, in this light, is to truft without a
proper foundation.  T0 traft thus to abfolute {overeign-
ty, 1s to truft to ablolute uncertainty. This gofpel, then,
is ‘only calculated to beget an equal meafure of hope and
defpair, fear and joy ; and fo, upon the whole, to caft
the mind into a ({tate of abfolute fufpence *, But, ac-

- cording
e

% Even thefe on your own {yftem, though conftantly
afferting that this gofpel, when believed, does immedi-
ately comfort the mind ; yet, when brought to the quef-
tion, How does it {fo ! do for anfwer, inftead of fhew-
ing hereof, tell us, ¢ That this is a truth which no man
¢ can effectually teach his neighbour ; but that it 1s well
¢ upderftood among them that believe.——That this wll
« e thecontinual objection againft the gofpel.--Thatour
« affurance is to be attained, or our calling and election
‘“ made {ure, only by our obedience, or the marks and e-
‘¢ vidences of grace, &c.” ({ee Epiffolary Correfpondence,
page 37.) all which, inftead of anfwering, is only an e-
Yading of the quefticn ; even the laft mentioned HI‘IéClQ,

about
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cording unto {cripture, the gofpel is ¢ glad tidings of
““ great joy;—a ground of {ure hope :—and in be-
‘ lievep, filling the heart with joy unfpeakable and
“ full of glory,” Andif you fay that the promife con-
neted herewith, gives the comfort; viz. that he that
believeth faid gofpel, fhall be {aved ; then you hereby
give up with your former tenet, that 1t1s your gofpel, it-
felf, that gives the comfort ; and makes the comfort to
arife from the promife made.to them who believe it :
and {o your comfort, when traced to its fountain, muft
arife from your own inward experience of having believ-
ed.

[ might alfo obferve, as another particular, That this
gofpel of your’s cannot be a piinciple of holine{s and new
obedience, ¢ We love him (fays the fcriptures) becaufe
““ he firlt loved us” but according to your gofpel, we
behoved to love him, only, becaunfe it is free for him to
love usy though fhll as free for him to forbear. ¢ E-
“ very one (fays the {fcripture) that hath this hope.
“ in him, (viz. of {ecing God as he s, and {o of being
¢ like him) purificth himfclf even as he 1s pure.,” But
according 1o your gofpel, every one who 1s brought n-
to an entirg, {efpence about his ftate, muft thus purnify
himfelf, .o fhort, according to {cripture, holinefs is urg-
ed from a confideration ufg privileges, and {o made to
flow from a belief of them .but by your gofpel, it muft
flow from an cntire fufpence about them, But on this
I fhall not infift.

Thirdly,
S U
about affurance, not excepted : for the queftion 1s not,
if the gofpel, when believed, gives immediate ground of
{enfible affurance ; a perfon’s adually and fenfibly know-
ing that he fhall be faved, But if it is a declaration cal-
calate for finners, as fuch, to take hold of, and truft to,
- for falvation; to give, therefore, {uch an anfwer here-
unto, is little lefs than a giving up the point j—owning,
that the ground of hope and truft, given in their gofpel,
is but very imperfect ; and making the chief grounds of
thefe to be the evidences of attual interelt.
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Thirdly, Let me further obferve here, that Divine
Sovereignty, with which (when viewed {imply in itfelf)
it is free to give or withhold at pleafure, in the depths
of divine cendelcenfion, hath, in the gofpel, m#Me, or
come under, a free promife, or offer, of {alvation, to fin-
ners indefinitely, in and through the Saviour, ‘This |
fhall endeavour to illuftrate and confirm, in the follow.
ing manper : .

The declarations of grace, which you explain iato itg
being free for Ged to give, and free in its aftual confer-
ment, are in {cripture refolved into, or conneéted with,
this of an offer. See Proverbs, ix. chapter ; where it
is faid, that ¢ Wifdom hath builded her houfe —hewn
« out her feven pillars—killed her beafts~—~mingled her
¢« wine, and furnifhed her table,” Is this refolved into
a declaration, that it is free for God to give; or that it
15 freely conferred, where it 1s conferred ¢ Noj for it
is added with the fame breath, ¢ whofo is fimple, let
¢¢ him turn in hither——Come eat of my bread, and drink
¢¢ of the wine which I have mingled.” Plainly refolv-
ing the declaration, or revelation, of falvation, into an
offer thereof, or conne@ing it therewith,  See alfo Zech,
ix, chap. ¢ As for thee alfo, by the blood of thy cove-
‘¢ nant, will I deliver thy prifoners out of th~ pit where-
« inis no water.” This general declaratids of graze
1s alfo conne&ed with, or refolved into an offer, in the
words which immediately follow them,  Turn ye to
« your ftrong holds, (viz. the blood of the covenant) ye
19 Prifgners th(]pﬂ, i_‘)‘c.” And, in ﬂ'lOI‘t, the many ge~
neral invitations, to come to the waters, and take of the
waters of life freely, do all explain, the many declara-
tions of the iovereignty and freedom of grace, into an
offer thereof. Abd the gofpel, inftead of being held onz
only as a teftimony unto God’s fovereignty, and free right
to g;ive or withhold at pleafure, is exprelsly held out as a
promife or offer. ¢ Seeing then, (fays the apoftle) that
«¢ 3 promife is left us, of entering into Ius reft, let us

«« beware, left any of us fhould {eem to come fhort of
TR
it



(16 )

“ ity for unto s was the goipel preached, as we‘! ol
s untu them.” |
I thall-unly add further, in confirmation of this point,
afew texts of fcripture. In the Proverbs, vii. chap.
gth verfe, it 15 faid, < To you, O men, I call, &e.”
But if the-gofpel was not an offer of privilepes to be em-
braced, but only a holding cut of truth to be beheved,
it would only have been, Befure, or unto youa, O men, [
teﬂlfy In {faiah, lv, cnapter, when a revelation of fal-
vation 18 made, undcr the notion of waters, wine, and
milk, ¢c. itis with a Ag, to every one that thlrﬂeth to
come to the fame, and buy without morey or price ; or,
in other words, take and enjoy the {ame,~—That this
addrels 1s not made 10 believers, as thofe on your plan
would aliege, feems evident : 1/, Becaule the perfons
addrefled, are defcribed to be, every one that thirfteth ;
but thir{t after happinefs, is common to all.  2d/y, Afte
being invited to” come to the waters, they are expoftulat-
ed with, faying, < Wherefore do ye fpend your money
““ for that which is not bread ! &¢,” And as their
thirft muft be after that for which they are {pending their
toney, {o it cannot b~ the gracious thirft of a believer :
and however much a fpending th:e money and Iabour for,
and thirfting after, things which are not bread, and can-
not {ausfy, be the cafe, even with believers ; yet this is
not their proper charafter, And further, when the ad-
drefs is renewed, verfe 7th, they are defcribed as wick-
ed and unrighteous; ¢ Let the wicked forfake his way,
““ and the unrightecus man his thoughts : and ler him
““ return unto the Lord, for hie will have mercy upon
*“ him, and to our God, for he will abnndantly pardon.”
This chara&er is not apphcable, or cver applied to be-
lievers. - And what further confirms this view is,. that
they are dire®ed and exhorted unto this method ; &s the
wag of attaining the {alvation there revealed ;3 ¢ Come
‘ ye to the waters ;" viz. to enjoy, ¢ hear and your
' fouls fhall live ; and 1 will make with you an’ everjaft-
““ ing covenant, érc.“ but believers have attained thefe
already, And in.the evangelifis, how often does onv

Saviour
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Saviaur {peak to this purpofe, ¢¢ Come uato me, all ye
“ that Jabour, and are heavy laden, and 1 will give you
¢ reft.—if any man thitlt, let him come unto me and

. ¢ drink.—-Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wife

“ caft out, —Ye will not come unte me that ye may
‘. have lifz,” &re. e, &e.

Now, that thefe exhortations, ot invitations, are not
reftricted to believers potfefled of a gracious thirft or la-

“bour, or the like ; as thefe on your way allege, (at lealt

of fome of them) feems evident : Firf?, Becaule our Sa-
viour in making them, does not fo limit them ; but 1n
the moft exprels manner fays, ¢ 4// ye that labour,
““ come unto me, and I will give you r¢/f.” And to the
moft promifcuous multitude, fays, ¢ If any man thirft,
“ let him come unto me and drink.—And bim that
“« cometh (be his cafe, his thitft and labour, what 1t will)
‘¢ I will in no wife caft out.”

Moreover, when they are invited to come unto him,
it plainly {uppoleth prefent diftance ; and to come for
reft, for drink, &e¢. doth, likewife, {fuppofe the want of
them at prefent : but neither of thefe is the cafe with
thofe who already believe, And to fay that the coming
exhorted unto, is only to believe the truth, becaufe coms
ing and believing are fpoke of as equivaient exprefhons ;
this {eerns {till as ablurd : for though coming and believ-
ing be ufed {ynonimoully, yet it is not the mere belief of
what he faid, that is the faith there fpoken of ; for that
had ir it no refemblance unto corning, (whatever it mighe
produce) and fo could not be ufed {ynoninoufly there-
with,  This, therefote, only provesthat it is the believ-
ving on him for falvation, as exhibiting himfelf in his
word, that can be meant ; for it is this believing, only,
which hath in it a coming unto him.—~As believing on an

offer and promife, for enjoyment of the privilege there-

by held out, is only in a way of embracing, or receiving,
fuid offer ; {o the believing for the fame, -on the maket
of faid offer and promife, ' can only be in a way of com-
ing unto him: therefore, to reprefent this faith by a
comipg, or a coming by this fjith, hath in it abundanci.
- Q 0
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of propriety. And fince this muft be the meaning, it
makes nothing again{t the way of the gofpel-offer 3 bus
s a proof of the fame; for it {fuppofeth, that he 15, by
ofering himfelf, laying a foundation for fuch exercife,--
But that our Saviour is, in thefe placcs, holding himf{clt
out, not {imply as a teftifier of fadls to be believed 5 but
as a Saviour, having {alvation j-—to be come unto, and
relied upon, for the {ame, {eems {elf-evident,

The apoftle Paul, to the fame purpofe, reprefents the
gofpel, under the notion or fimilitude of a treaty of peace,
between different kingdoms: ¢ And (fays he) hath
“« committed unto us the miniftry of reconcihiation ; viz,
¢ that God was in Chnift reconciling the world unto him-
«« felf, not imputing unto us our trefpaffes.-- We then
«¢ are ambafladors for Chrift, as though God did befeech
‘« you by us ¢ we pray you, in Chnit’s {tead, be ye re-
‘¢ conciled unto God,” Here you fee the gofpel is re~
prefented as a treaty of peace, or reconciliation, between
thefe at variance : God, on the one hand, declaring hig
being “reconciled, not imputing unto us our trefpafles ;
and, on the other hand, befeeching us, by his ambaffa-
dors ¥, to be reconciled alfo : which planly imphies an of-
fer of reconciliation, He al{o reprefents it as a promife,
as already noticed, and makes them convertible, or {y-
nonimous, terms : ¢ Seeing, then, that a promile is left
¢« us of entring into his reft, let us beware leftany of us

¢« thould feem to come fhort of it, for unto us was the
| ‘¢ gofpe!

* Becaufe thefe of your perfuafion, limit the title, or
office, of ambaffadorfhip unto the apoftles, or apoftolic
office’; I, therefore, beg leave to remark, that the a-
poftle ‘here builds it upon another footing, viz. upon
having the miniftry of reconciliation commtted to them :
«« And hath committed unto us the miniftry of reconci-
¢ liation, we then are ambaffadors,”” faith he, And
this miniftry was not committed to the apoftles alone ;
we find it alfo committéd to others: ¢ O Timothy,
¢ keep-that which is cormmitted tq thy truft ; the fame
““ commit thou to faithful men, &¢,”
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s« pofpel preached, (or promife made) as” well ds unto
«« them.” And in many other places, to the fame pur-
pofe. And whatis the difference between a pronnie and
an offer ! are they not all one and the {ame deed, mak-
ing over privileges to be actually conferred.in a continu-
ed way; and terned an offer, on account of the time
prefent, and termed a promife as refpecting the time fu-
ture ?

I might alfo have told you of Chriit, and falvation n
him; tfeir being held out, in the gofpel, under the fimi-
litude of—manna, to be gathered ;—a city of refuge, to
be fled unto ;—a feaft prepared for all people, dre. &e. g
but fhall break off by oblerving, that as the Bible pur-
pofely abounds with the revelation of an atonement ;
and grace and redemption thereby; fo 1, likewile, a-
bounds with univerfal invitations and calls to mankind,
to come and take, and 1n this way enjoy : Aund is, as it
were, fhut up with, ¢The Spirit and the Bride {aith,
‘“ Come : And whofoever will et him take the water of
‘“ life freely,”

Upon the whole, may I not appeal to every unpreju~
diced perfon, if the already quoted, and the like, ex-
prefiions, do not hold out {alvation to be free, even as be-
nefits are free, among men : free not only for God to give,,
or freg, in refpe of aCtual conferment, unto thele upon
whom it is conferred ; but alfo free, in refpe& of offer,
for any to come, take and enjoy : If they do not inti~
mate, that though any man’s coming flows from the be-
~ lief of the truth, and be owing to fovereign grace, the
- Father’s drawing ; yet, that 1t 1s by coming they are to
epjoy.  In fhort, do they not inumate, that falvation is
-~ conferred upon us, not as mere pafiives, 1 a paffive
~ way ; but by making a rational exhibition and offer of
. the fame ; and caufing us, as rational creatures, to come,
~that we may have this life. “ Ye will not come unto
. “ me, that ye may have life,—Whofoever will let him
. % take of the waters of life freely.” As foon, I am
rerfuaded, will the Socinians be able to overthrow the

- dodtrine of an atonement, notwithitanding its full repre-
{entation
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fentation in fcripture, as thefe on your fyltem of prinai-
ples will be able to overthrow the pofpel offer ; for ne
point is in {cripture more clear. - :

I come now, to your view of the nature of faith :
And, T own, that the faith you are for, correfponds
with what you make to te the gofpel ;- for if the gofpel
were only a teftimony to be believed, then faith, m 2
correfpondency therewith, were only the knowlege and
belief of the fame. But, if the gofpel has in 1t an exhi-
bition of bleffings, by way of offer and promnfe, to be
embraced and refted on (as, I hope, is fufficiently evi-
dent) ; then, that faith, as correfponding herewith, 1s
a receiving and refting accordingly, 1 hope, will appear
from the following obfervations s |

1/}, From the paturc of things. Did the heads of
{fome rich family, who wanted heirs of their own body,
make free offer and promife, to the fon of fome poor
friend, of adopting him as their fon, and of making him
heir of their pofleflions ; would not this, according to
the evidence of their fidelity, give him ground to believe,
that they a&ually would give, and that he fhould enjoy
thefe things ? .and would not this faith, thotgh it be on.
ly a belief, in the firicteft fenfe, include in 1t an embra-
cing, or receiving, of faid offer and promife ¢ and is not
its amount, then, a receiving and refting on the fame ?—
Or, fhould a rich man make offer and promife of him-
1elf, to fome poor woman, to be her hufband; along
with himfelf, making offer and promife of all he had,
to be forever hers ; would not this, according to his fi-
delity, give her grourd to believe, that he would do ac-
cordingly ? And though her belief of this include in it,
an embracing of his offer ; yet, is it not really beliey-
ing? and fo really of the nature of faith ? And is not an
embraeing and refting, its preciie amount, and fo 1ts pro-
per definition ? - .

And is this the cafe, with offers and promifes, among
men, and fhall it not be fo with the free offer and pro-
mife of the gofpel ? Do mens offers and promifes, ac-
cording to the evidence of their fidelity, give grc:gind ta

‘ eheve
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believe their accomplifiment 3 and fhall not God's do fa
too ?  Daes the faith or belief of the accomplifhiment of
mens offers and promifes, to us, include a receiving or
embracing of them, and yet be of the nature of faith
notwithftanding ; and fhall not the fame be the cale
with the offers and promifes of the gofpel 2  And does
this faith of an offer and promife among men,.amount juft
unto a receiving "and refting upun the fame ; and fhall
the nature of the thing alter, when applied to the offer
and promife of the gofpel.

In fhort, fince the faith of an offer and promife, made
unto us, confifts, not only in the belief of the truth there-
of ; but alfo in a belief of its accomplithment ; and {ince
this includes an embracing of it ; and.fo amounts juft to
a recerving aud refting thereon ; then, that faith is a re-
~ ceiving and refting on the free offer and promife of the
gofpel, and on a God in Chrift, as therein held out, is
thus evident in the very nature of the thing.—But,

2dly, ‘This will be further evident, by comparing it
with what all, even yourfelf, do own to be faith, viz,
the knowlege of, and affent unto, 2 teftimony. Isit
{aid, that the affent unto a teftimony, in a way of know-
Ing 1t, 18 faith or believing, in the moft {tri& or literal
fenfe; for whatis affent but belief? even fo, refting un
an offer, in a way of embracing it, 1s believing, in the
fame manner ; for what is this refling, but a believing
upon {aid offer and promife, for enjoyment of the offered
guad ? |

Is it again faid, that this receiving and reftieg on 2
promife and offer, has in it more than a believing, even
‘a receiving, as the way in which the believing takes
place; and that as she word faith can fignify no-more,
{o the nature of faith can contain no more than whatis
(trictly a belief? To this it may be faid, that the faith
of a teftimony alfo, hath more in it than what is fiviétly
heheving 4 even the uptaking and knowlege of the truth
t0 be helieved, as well as the believing, itfeti 3 and the
knowlepe or uptaking is one thing, and the affest or be-
4l is another 3 {o that, iu this refpe®, they are eq;'dl.

~ a1,
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But, that the taking of the word, in fomewhat of a large
{enle, i5 no obje@ion, in either cafe, is evident from tlus,
that neither in {cripture nor common language, are words
reftricted to their moft {krict and reftricted meaning, For
inftance, when 1t s faid, ¢ That wholoever beheveth
“ on him may not perifh, but have eterval life;” 1f we
are here to limit the believing, (tridly to the lelief of
truth, even excluding the knowlege thereof ; or to the
belief that we fhall enjoy ap offered and promufed good,
even excluding the embracing thereof ; then, at the fame.
rate, we may Jimit the /ife, conne(ted therewith, to {im-
pie exiffence ; and the perifbing delivered from, to ani-
bilation : and {o the text would run, ¢ That wholoe-
““ ver believeth the truth of what is declared, fhall not
‘“ be anihilated, but have everlafting exiftence.”

But is it again alleged, that receiving and relting on
a promife, 13 only the fruit of faitk, believing the truth ¢
It may as well be {aid, on the.other hand, that the be-
lief of the truth, included in the knowlege thereof, 1s
only an antecedent going before faith ; believing on {aid
truth for falvation, as therein held forth ; fo that from
this there is no objection, why the one is not faith, more
than the other: nor is there any abfurdity, in looking
upon the matter, as a going from faith to faith, froma
faith’s uptaking of, and affent unto, divine things, 1n the
divine teftimony, unto faith’s embracing and refting on
the divine offers and promifes, contained 1 faid teitimo-
ay, for enjoyment,

Is it again faid, that this way of faith, refpecting a
promife, makes the refting or believing thereon for fal-
vation, to be built, not imply vpon is. truth, but upon
our receiving, even upon our adt thereof ? With equal
propriety may it be {md, that in the faith of the divine
teftimony, the belief of the truth thereof, 1s not built
epon the evidence of its being true 3 but upon our know-
erc thereof : even upen eur act of knowlege.  But the
rruth is, that in neither cafc does this obfervation hold ;
for our belief of a teftimony i5 not bailt upon our act of
knowlepe thereof, but, upon the evideace of 1ts being

: tric
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true, 1 a way of knowing it.  And equaliy lo, 1 the
faith of a free promife ; our refting and believing on 1t,
for enjoyment of its benefits, is not built upon ourad
of embracing ; but upon the offer and promife itlelf, in
3 way of embracing it

Again, fhould tv-be faid, that in this faith of an offer
and promife, a perfon muft firlt know, that he hath ems
braced 1t, before he can warrantably reft thereony and
as it is not every real chriftian, that hath the fenfible
knowlege hereof ; fo this faith of an offer and promile,
cannot be {aving fuith : without which none can be fav-
ed. With equal propriety, on the other hand, might
it be faid, that in the faith of a teftimony, a perfon muft
firt know that he hath the knowleége of faid teftimo-
ny, before he may believe it is trath : and as it is not -
very one whofe eyesare upened, and fo are real Chriftians,
that hath this knowlepe, that they thus do know ; fo
the bel’. € of the trath, which is conlequential hereof,
is not effential to faving feith, But in neither cafe will
this remark hold. For in the cafe of a teltimorny, one
cannot, when feeing and knowing it to be true, withold
an 'mmediate affent, without ever enquiring any thing a-
bout their act of knéwlege,  And equally {o, in the cafe
of an offer and promife : when the perfon fees it to be
every way fuitable ; and fo, accordingly, embraceth 5 he
cannot but reft upon it immediately, according as he looks
upon it to be fatthful : even without waiting any enquiry
about his a& of receiving  As in the cafe of the tefhi-
mony, there is as much confcioufnefs of knowlege 1n the
very at thereof, as is neceffary o aflent; {oin the cale
of an offer, there isas much confeioufnefs faf rcc:ﬂvmg, in
.the very act thereof, as is neceffary to refting thereon,
And till 1n borh cafes, feniible knowlege may be wan:-
ing 5 and the necefliny of trying the knowlege and aflent
together 3 and the receiving and refting vogether, is not

fu pf.rc:edcd
Should it ‘agam be faid, that in the cafe of 2 te{hmony,

the belief of it includes, or {uppeleth, the knowlege of
ity and the knc t&*lggg of it includes, or cannot be with-
| | ou
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cut the benef of it and fo are rather to b2 viewed as
one, than as diferent thinps, Even {o1n the cafe of &
promife, the refling onit ncludes, or fuppofeth, a receiv-
icg ¢ and receiving as true and faithful (otherwife it is
pot a recetving at ali) includes, or canact be without a
reiting or believing on 1t, for its vut-making ; and fo
are to be viewed asone, no lefs. But{hliin both cafes,
tho’ they be a&ted complexly, and are infeparable, yet
are really diftinguithable, or diftin& things.

Should it again be {aid, that a promife muft be known
and behieved as well 2s any other teftimony, and as well
as embraced and refted on. Even fo in the cafe of a
teftimony, when containing a promife, there muft be not
only a krowing and believing it is truth; but, alfo, a
belteving on 1t for the enjoyment of the promifed bhifs :
which, a5 already obferved, is only 1a 2 way of embiacing,
But the whole ot this, as noticed formerly, ts only a go-
ing from faith to faith. | |

Upon the whole, fince the recewving and refting on a
promalie, hasin it 2 belief, in the moft {tr1¢t and literal
{enfe; as wellas what the knowlege of, and affent unto, a
tefimony hath ; and fince the knowlege of, and affent un-
a tefumeny, has in it more than {inély a belief, and is
f2ith, not In the {inceft, but in a common fenfe 3 as well
as the receiving and relting on a promife ; and fince the
koowlege and belief of a teftimony, 1s cloathed with no
aircum{tances which makes 1t faith or belief, 1n any more
proper fenfe, than the receiving and refting, or believ-
i0g, un 2 promife 3 then, may we not conclude, that faith
is the recetving znd refting on a promife, as well as the
knowlege and belief of 2 teftimony : and that there s as
ruuch propriety, in giving the name of faith unto this at-
ing toward a promife, as unto that alting toward a tefh-
moay. Ard the reafon why, in commeon language, the
word faith is ofteneft uled, refpecnng the knowlege and
beiief of a teflimony, is, becaufe that teftimonies are
mere frequent than free premifes and offers,

But, for further confirmation of this peint, yeu may
oblerve next, that as this embracing aed refting on the

golpel-
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anilpel offer and promife, is faith, 1n tae natyre-of things,
and common languages and js fo, as much as the know-
lege and belief of a teftimony ; {o, likewife, the fcrip-
tures {peak of it accordingly : of which I fhall give you
a few inftances, of many that might be adduced. In
2 Chiou. xx. chap. 14 to 20 verle, it is faid by a pro-
phet, < Thus faith the Lord, be not afraid, or difmay-
« ed, by reafon of this great multitade : for the battle
‘¢ 1g not yours, but God’s. To-morrow go ye down a-
«« gainft them, ——Ye fhall not need to fight in this bae-
¢ tle,—And, as they went farth, Jehothaphat {tood
“ and faid, Hear me, O Judah, aud ye inhabitants of
 Jerufalem, Believe in the Lord your Ged, fo fhall
«« you be eftablifhed ; believe his prophets, fo fhall ye
“ profper.” Here, you fee, that the prophet is o be
nnderftood and belicved, as a teflifier of truth, mn a {pire
ablenefs to the faith of a teltimeny ¢ for uplels they did
this, how could they be excited by his words. Butis
this believing of the prophet fuflicient 3 and {0 all that
is.required ? No: They are, allo, in 2 {uitablenels to
God’s promife, contained in his words, to believe 1n the
Lord their God. ¢ Believe in the Lord your God, fo
« fhall you be eftablithed ;" and .in order herepntq,
“ believe -his_prophets, o (hall ye profper.”  Thus,
does it not feem -evident, that the believing 1n the Lord,
Liere enjoined, is the fruit of believing the prophet ip
what he had faid ; in 2 {nitablenels to the fatth of a te-
{imony 5 and lies in.a believing, or a receiving and ref}-
ing-for deliverange,.on :God’s promife, held out 1n.the
prophet’s words.—And.fays the plalmift, ¢ Ihad faint-
‘« ed, unlels I had believed to fee:the gopdnels of the
“ Lord, in the land of the liying.” His believing of
this, behoved to 1efpe fome promife or-exhibition of
grace, giving gronnd forit. And whereindoes his faith,
refp_a&qu that exhibition of grace, ly ? 1s it only in
knowing and believjng it is.ttuth ? No : it lies alfo in
believing, - or refting and flaying on it, for its accom-

plifiment, to.himfelf. ¢ had fainted, (fays he) unlefs
D N |
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“ 1 had done this, viz. believed to fee the accomplifhs
“ ment,—the goodnels of the Lord, in the land of the
* living,” And, indeed, itis only in {o far, as the accom-
plithment of an exhibition of bleflings is believed, with
application to one’s'felf, that it can comfort one concern-
ipg himfelf”  And this belief, with application to one’s
E%ﬁ", hath in it, an embracement of, and refting on, faid
“exhibition. 'And the apoftle Paul, (Heb, xi.) while in
“a {witablenefs to the knowlege and belief of a teftimony,
he calls faith < the evidence of things not {een;” {o,
. hikewife, in a fuitablenels to this of receiving and refi-
ing upon a promife, he calls it ¢ the fubftance of things
¢ hoped for :” for it is only the embracing and ftaying
“of the mind upon the promife for accomplithment, whicl;
‘is to the foul the fubltance of the promifed, and in this
~way, hoped for, blefings. And in the whole of that
chapter, it is ealy to fee, that the faith of the Old Te-
ftament faints, there {poke of, when it refpeds a pro.
mife, has in it a refting and trufting thereon,

And how oft does the fcripture {peak of faith, and
this receiving and refting, as fyronimous, or convertable,
‘terms : ¢ They believed not in God, nor trufted in his
“¢ {alvation,—~Wilt thou truft him, (viz. the unicorn)
¢ becaufe his ftrength 1s great ?—Wilt thou believe that
¢ he will carry home thy {eed ?—1n whom alfo ye truft-
¢ ed, when ye heard the truth of the gofpel,—1In whom,
¢ alfo, when ye believed, (or trufted) ye were fealed,
 &e,---1 know in whom I have believed ; and am per-
¢ fuaded, that he 1s able to keep that which 1 have
“ committed to Ius truft, (or believed on him for) a-
“ gainft that day.”

Acd how often Joes our Saviour fpeak unto the fams
purpofe : * He that cometh unto me fhall never hunger.
¢« —He that believeth on me fhall never thirft.—1f anv
‘¢ man thirlt, let him come wunto me and drink.~—Hc
“ that believeth on me, out of his belly fhall flow foun-
“ tains of living waters,” &¢. e, Thus you fee they

are made one, But that it 15 not the fimple belief cf
~truth.
'I.l
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truth, and this coming and trufting, that are made one,
s evident, as already noticed ; becaufe they have net-
ther {amenefs nor likenefs to one another, in their own
nature ; and, therefore, cannot be reprefented by one a-
nother, Itis only the receiving and refting on an offe-
and promife, or on its maker, as therein held forth, that
hath 10 it—a coming—a trufting, or the like: and,
therefore, 1t is only this which can be the faith which is
reprefented thereby ; or is made a reprefentation there.
of. ; ,

. But that our Saviour, when treating of coming unto
him, is not exhibiting himfelf fimply as a witnefs to
truth, to be believed ; but as a Saviour, having {alvation
to be conferred, is {elf-evident. And that the coming
mvited unto, is not fimply the belief of what he faid as
a witnefs, or teftifier ; but an a&tual meatal coming un-
to him, as a Saviour, for his {alvation, feems evident no
fefs : and might be illuftrated by fuch obfervations as
thefe.——The coming he makes one with faith, 15, the
fruit of the knowlege, and belief of the truth; and {o
not itfelf,—* Every one that hath heard and learned of
‘¢ the Father, cometh unto me.” It is alfo the fru
of drawing power :—*¢ No man can come unto me, eX-
¢ Cept the Father which hath {ent me draw him.” * But
the belief of the truth, 1s only the fruit of illuimnation,
It 1s excited unto by fuch motives as thele: ‘¢ He that
““ cometh fhall never hunger.—He that believeth fhall
*“ pever thirft,” &rc,  But thefe are not calculate to pro-
duce the affent of the underftanding, but the coming of
the will. Al which hold out, that the faith which is
one with coming and trufting, is not the knowlege and
belief of the truth of the gofpel; but the receiving and
refting thereon, or its author, for {alvation, as therein
exhibited. ’

When the Jews enquired at Chnift what fign he fhew-
them, that they might beheve on him; whether they
onderftood faith in your light or not, 1 fhalf not pofitive-
iy fay 3 but rather thinks, they enguired for the evi-

o deace
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dence of his being the Meffiah, and glotious deliverer
they expe@ed ; not fimply that they might helieve he
was {o; but, alfo, that they iight believe, ot receive
and reft on him, as fuch, for delivérance ; but be this
as 1t will, the apoftie Peter feems to underitind Chrift
as he {peaks: and hence, in the iffue of his itivitasions
and exhortations fays, ¢ To whom, Lotd, fhall we go
““ but unto thee ! for thou only haft the words of eter-
“ nal life. And we believe, and are fure, that thou art
¢ the Chrift, the Son of the living God.”

Concerning thi$ view of faith, I ma¥ notv, in the next
place, add, That the thing, in {eriptare reprefentation,
by which we are Taved and juftified, or interefted in the
Bieflings of the gofpel, is there made a fruit of the belief
of the truth ; and to confift in a receiving and refling on
the free offer and promifes, of on Chrift, in the fame
held forth = {o that if we be juftified by faith, and faved
by faith, then this muft be it.

For proof and illuftration of this, I fhall anly refer
you to a few texts of {cripture.—In Galatians it is faid,
“ Knowing,.brethren, that a man is not juftified by the
«¢ works of the law, but by the faith of Chnft, even we
“ have believed in Chrift ; that we might be jufhfied by
“ the faith of Chrilt, and not by the deeds of the faw,”
ﬁere, we {ee, that the knowlege (which includes belief)
of the gofpel, and gofpel-plan of falvation, goes before
jultifying faith,——* Knowing, (fays he) even we have
¢ believed.”

Again, when it is {aid, ¢ Turn ye to your {trong holds,
¢ ye prifoners of hope.—Him that cometh unto me, I
“ will in no wife calt out.—Whofoever will, let him
* take of the waters of life freely,” &e.  Thefe do all
plainly fuppofe a belief of the truth, going before com.
pliance with the invitation contained therein: for who
will comply with an invitation he does not believe. And
they alfo plainly hold out, that it is not by that belief, but
by complying with the invitation believed, that we are to

be poflefled of the invited unto falvation : therefore, as
alveady
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aiready noticzd, if we are {aved by faith, this muft be 1t ;
this muft be the faith by which we are faved. And when
1t 15 {aid, that by his knowlege fhall my righteous fer-
< vant juftify many.” or the like, thefe do not interferc
herewith ; for fo we are juflified by knowlege, in a more
remote fcnfe, viz. 2s it excites to an aftual embracing,
as the more immediate mean theteof, Or, whenitig
faid, ¢ That this 1s life eternal, to know thee, the on-
t¢ ly true God; and Jefus Chuft whom thou halt fent,”
or the like 5 this, alfo, 15 fully confiltent herewith : for
this knowlege is Life eternal, in regard 1t leads to the ems
bracing of, refting on, and folacing ourfelves in God,
snd his Son, as the immediate. mean thereof.~—In the
knowlege of the truth we enjoy it ; and in the embrace~
ment and folacing of ourfelves in privileges held out, i
and by that truth, we enjoy them,

I fhall add, upon this point, only one obfervanon
more ; namely, that if faith has in it no embracement
of, nor refting upon, the gofpel-teftimony, for our own
particular cafe ; but were only general ; then it could
not relieve and comfort the mind, It was already ob-
ferved, when unon the nature of the gofpel, that a ge-

neral te{timony cannot give thorough comfort : and that ™

it 1s only in proportion as the gofpel-tethmony refpes
ourfelves, in particular, that it can comfort us, concern-
ing ourfelves, in partcular. And the fame may here
be faid of faith ; that it is only in proportion as we be.
heve, with apphmtlnn to ourfelves, that by our faith
we can be comforted, concerning ourfelves.  If the eyes
of the mind are opened, to judge rationally, its believing
with application to itfelf, and its comfort concerning 1t-
{elf, will keep {o eqaal pace, that the one will not, yea,
cannot, go one {tep before the other,
_ Since, then, that it is granted by thefe on your plan,
that faith comforteth and relieveth the mind, concerning
a perfon’s {elf ; then, 1t neceffarily followeth, thatitis
2 believing with application to 2 perion’s felf.  And that
ThlS applicatmu includes in 1t, or amounts unto,.an em-
bracing
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bracing and refting upon the gofpel exhibition of mercy,
for our own falvation, is already illuftrated ; yea, is
{elf-evident.
- 1 come now to your third peculiarity fpecified ; name-
Iy, Your holdiag us t» be paffive in believing. And
hege, I own, thatas to the faith of a teftimony, already
defcribed ; which 1s all the faith you will allow of 5 I
own, [ {ay, as to thus, that when a truth is fully known,
we cannot withhold our affent: or, when an object is
prefented hefore the eye of the underftanding, in fulnefs
of evidence, it cannot withhold perception and know-
lege : yet, flill, this will not make the {oul to be paffive
in the matter. For, firfl, Even in the nature of things,
though the foul be only paflive, in the objedt’s being pre-
{ented before the eye of the mind, yet itis alive in Jook-
Ing at it: even as in mature, when a ftriking objet is
immedtately prefented before the naked eye, though it
cannot withhold feetng 1t, yet it is a&tive therein, in as
much as it fees it only by looking thereat : however con-
{trzined its feeing or look may be, And if alive in the
knowlege, furely no lefs 1n the affent connected there-
with ; which 1s only done 1n this way of aéive looking
at s or taking in, and judging upon the evidence of the
truth to believed. Yea, if in the faith of a teftimony,
the {oul’s being paflive in the objed, its being prefented
before the mind, makesit alfo paflive in the feeing there-
of, or the looking thereat, and aflenting thereto; be-
caule the obje& fo prefented leads thereto, fo as they
cannot be-withheld ; then alfo n the faith of a promufe,
the foul may be faid to be paflive, of which yourfelf will
not allow : for when an offer and promife is borne home
upon the foul, as being fully fuitable to its cafe ; and
that fo as it cannot but look at, and affent unto the {ame ;
then, neither can it withhold its reception and recum-
bancy, or refling on 1t for enjoyment :—as the view of
the evidence of truth conflrains to affent, {o the view of
the {uitablenefs of an oficred privilege, conftrains to re-
ception.

. B
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But leaving the nature of things,' [ refer you, immed:-
ately, to {cripture reprelentations.  If, 1n believing, the
{oul were only paffive; then faith would only be a privi-
lege, and nota duty. But, fays the icripture, ¢ This
¢ is his commandment, that ye believe on the name of
““ his Son Jefus Chrift.—Believe on the Lord Jefus
¢ Chrift, and thou fhalt be faved,” &e.

If faith were only the difcovery of a teftimony, in
which wewere only paflive, thenit were, at moft, Chrift’s
coming unto us. DButin an agreeablenefs to ativity;
yea, to an active embracing and refting on an offer,
or on the Saviour, as therein exhibited ; 1t 1s repre-
fented as our coming unto him: * Him that cometh
“ unto me fhall never hunger.—Him that believeth on

“ me fhall never thirft,” ére.  If thereln we were only
paflive, then {cripture language and reprefentation would
have run ‘accordingly.  And, hence, inftead of {aying,
‘ him that believeth thall be faved,” 1t would have run,
*“ him tn whom I work faith, fhall be {aved.” Inftead
of faying, (when fpeaking of faith) ¢ Except ye eat the
““ flefh, and driok the blood of the Son of man, ye can
““ have no life 1n you,” it wuuld have run, ¢ except I
* feed you with my fleth and bl sd, ye can have no hfe
““ in you,” Initead of ¢ he that eateth me, even he
*“ fhall live by me,” it would have run, ¢ he whom I
4 feed with my {elf, even he fhall live by me,” d&c. In
fhort, the fcripture {peaking of faith conltantly in the
. &ive fiyle, plainly fhews, that tho’ the work be God's,
vet the duty is ours.  Tho' it be God that enables, yer
it is us that acteth faith as well as other duties.,
~ 1 come now to your fourth peculiarity, vz, Fafive
jultification and falvation, or intercftment in Chiit, and
cnftatement in the new covenant ; whichis your crowning
‘point. -The flate of the queftion upon the differcnce
betwixt us here, is, whether God brings us into a ftate
of favour, entitles us unto, and intereft us'in the bleflings
thereof, only as mere paffives ; orif he does it, by dealing
with us thereanent, in a way [uitable to our natures, -as
rationsk
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tational creatures; by miaking offer thereof in his Soa’s
righteoufnefls, and caufing the foul betake itfelf therera,
1 the way of believing thereon, already dilcribed !
And here 1t will almoft be fufficient, to refer unto the
nature of the golpel, and of faith, as already difcribed.
Since the pofpel makes offer of the falvation at contains,
unto all indefinitely ; and makes the way of attainiag
thereof, to be by faith, embracing and refting thereos ;
whatis this but a dealing with us in the altive way, in
the matter of attaining the offered bleflings ?  And that
this includes juftification, even in its {tii@clt fenfe, is
evidant, when we confider, that this offer has 11 # an
offer-of Chnft’s 1afinirely valuable righteoulnefs, to atone
for all {in, and entitle unto all happinefs. And thedouls
embracing the offer, has in it, a receiving of the {fame
accordingly, From this it evidently appears, that'the
perfon, at this time, and by this means, conies under a
very different .relation unto.God, from that wherein he
flood before. He formerly being 2 guilty finner, and un-
der the covenant of works, which condemns for every
tranfgreflion, {tood-under the relation unto God of a con-
demned malefa@or: and God under -the relation unto
‘him, -of an offended aid condemning Judge, Bat now,
by virwe of this gofpel-ofter, or conftitution, which.God
thimfelf hath made; .he, by this way of faith, accept-
ing the offered nghteonfoels, comes under the relation
10 God of an abfolved and -acquitted perfon, from his
crimes ; :and a favourite and heir of {alvation: and God
-comes under the ‘relation -unto him, of a fin pardoning
and perfon accepting God ; -entitling him unto, and -,
terefting him in, the bleflings of falvation. Thus, in
‘fhort, he comes from .a ftate of condemnation, unto 2
thate of jultification. ~ ;

I come now to your -hfth peculiarity, wiz. Your
objcCtions againft the way I have been infifting on, wiz.
The way of the gofpel-affer, and receiving and refting
thereon by:faith.,  Your firlt obje&ion 15, thatitis.1n-
conhitant with the foverzigaty of grace, that by makingf

)
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f;ﬂ' oﬁ'er’s, the Matter is,hﬁng on our a'c:c‘e'pt’iﬁg or ?bje&-
ing ; o not on divine {overeignty, To thisit is ealy
to reply, that hanging the mattet on our accepung ot
rejedting, as the fecond mean, is fully confiltent with
hanging it on fovereipnty, as the firlt and fole caufe 2
even as in the cale of thefe in the veflel ar {22, with
Paul in the florm ; while their prefervation” and deli-
verante depefided, entirely, on the Tovereignty of God,
who ooly had wind and feas at his command, as the
firlt caufe ; yet it hang not the lefs on their abiding in
the veflel, as the {fecond mean. Had the will of mat a
felf- deterimining power, whereby it atted independent-
Iy upon any thing Wwithout ielf; then, indeed, to
hang falvation any ivay upos its choice or refafal, weré
fo far, 1o make God deperdent upon i, and the créa-
ture fovereign over him : But lince olr alls, however
free, 'In relped of us as the fécond caufe, ate, notwith-
ftanding, over-ruled by ‘God, as thé firft caule; he
turning. the heart as the rivers of waters j then, how:
ever much 2ty event hang vipon them, yét fovereignty
is {hill referved unto God therein; that he may wark
in then, thereby, to will and to do of his good pléas
fure, Aad we find qur Saviour {hll reprefénting EJ've-_
tergnty 1o’ this way : ** No man caf coreé, except thé
“ Father draw him,—Ye believe not, becaule ye are
' hot of my fheep.—All that the Father hath given
““ me fhall come.” o

Yoii néxt objedt, that the way of ofieis fufpends
olir comfort upon our own alt of receiving, ind malkes
us to éxtra it therefiom, To this it may be repliéd,
that whied the foul fees Chiilt, and falvation in Lis,
to be ain object of comfort, it cannot but be comlorted
thereby . as iminediately in this, asin any other Wway
Were the gofpel even an abfolute declaration of univer
fal tedemption and falvaton, it could not comfot
more ihmediately ; for, even in that ¢afe, the fou’s
being comforted thiereby, Wodld imply a cgrdial fit-
bracing theteof, and rélting theréon, a§ its onlyhap-

' L Anels,
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pinefls, in a way of beirg well pleafed therewith: and
this way, we have fcen, requires no mere: and though
in 2 different refped, it makes nothing againfl the im-
mediatenefls of the comfort, As in temporal things,
the free ofter of an inheritance as a gift, will comfort
s imiiediately, as the declaration of one's being a
‘born"heir thereto ; fo, when the foul is enubled to
at rationally, in {piritual things, the cafe will be the
{ame.
And as to extraling our comfort from our a& of re-
ceiving, this is ftill as great a miftake 5 for when'the
foul fees the offered falvation to be a proper objet of
comfort, it then receives and refts thereon accordingly ;
viz. as the comfort : as it is only feeing of the offered
falvation to'be the comfort, that can excite to the re-
ceiving thereof ; fo, n receiving, it receives it as the
éomfort s and fo extradts, or takes its comfort, not from
its own alt; but by 1ts ad from God and his word,
making it over,
~ As fo your objection, that the way of the offer, and
intereltnient by receiving, obfcures the freedom of
grace, 1 {ee no reafon why God cannot confer falvation,
as freely by way of offer 45 a gift ; and caufing the foul
to accept accordingly; as thoughhe conferred it on us
as meve paflives, in a paffive way. Sure the making
of = pift is not calcylate to interfere with the freenefs
of the a&ual conferment § but only to be 2 mean there-
of, in a rational way : refpe@ting the receiver as” well
as the giver, And as the making of a gift does not
interfere with the freedom of aftual conferment, {o
ricither Qoes the acceptance of it ; for this is but adling
in a fuitablenefs thereunto, If one did give to a bank-
“mpt, money to buy a forfeited inheritance, the giving
oi the money would be free ; but the inberitance
bojght therewith would not be fo, itriétly and proper-
1y 2 But to give the inheritance itfelf as a gift, and, as
fuch caufe ta receive 1t, this would make it free in

the fnft perfedt fenfe, The applicationis eafy. Shoulg
- Go
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God have enabled man to work and wia {alvation, his
enablement would be free 5 but the falvation wronght
for, and win by that ablluy, would not be properly fo :

But to make over the falvation as a free gift, and, as

fuch, caufe to receive it, makes it free. in the ﬁrl&eﬂ:
manner,

As to thefe on your way allegeing, that according
unto us, the aé& of receiving muft be performed, peni-
tently, lovingly, humbly, and the like ; or elfe it will
not doits office.  1tis eafy, as to this, to obferve, that,
although, when the eye of the foul is opened, fo as to
excite to veceiving, the. fame views does alfo excite
unto humility in eurfelves; love to the giver and gift,
and the like ;. yet it is the a& of receiving alone, which
interefts in the gift.  As the gift is made unto all, fim-
ply as finners, {o the foul, in receiving, doth likewife
receive jult as a loft finner ; whatever be its prefent in-
ward frame. Thus, though faith or receiving be ne-
ver 1ts alone in the juflified ; yet 1t1s by 1t alone, that
we are ‘juftified. To allege, that receiving falvation,
humbly, lovingly, &ec.. mars the freedom thereof, were
to impofe upon common fenfe, in other things ; for
when perfons receive temporal gifts, do they not fome-
times receive thein in like manner ? and are thefe
things, thus received, lefs free, than thefe received
with a worfe frame and difpofition ?

. Upon the whole, 1 hope, the invalidity of the ob-
jection 1s evident : yea, and I may add, that even the
reverfe is the truth ; namely, that this way makes fal-
vation more free than the plan you fet up: for, ac-
.cording to it, falvation *3 free only. in refpedt of actual
conierment,---into pofleffion, unto them upon whom it.
is conferred ; but according to this way, it is free, al-
{o, in ref] pe& of offer, unto all : fo that any may come
and take of the waters of life freely

Your next obje@ion is, that it makes us to be jufti-
fied or faved by works; at leaft, by the mental work
of receiving. Upon this I own, that to feek falvation

by
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by our works, is an improvement that has cftes beea
made, even of the doctrine of grace. - The matural
man, whatever be nis fpeculative opinion, yet, 1 his
practical religion is legal. When he hears the call,
¢ Believe onthe Lord jefus Chrift, and thou fhalt be
¢¢ {aved,” the view he takes of the matter 1s this,
here s my duty, Jalisve; and hereis my reward, be
[faved: and fo be fets about believing, as a work to be
performed far, and as entitling untn, /fifz, But he
whofe eyes are opened, to fee matters in their true
light, has a very different view, Here, fays he, is a
Saviour, and falvation in him, exhibited unto me, to
be behieved upon for falvation 5 I then heartily com-
ply:s I renounce all my own righteoufnefs, i ‘the
matter of falvation, and embrace and reft upon
Chuft, by fawth, for all.  Thus, he renounceth all his
own afhvity, even his a& of believing not excepred,
in the matter of his juftificapion and falvauon; and by
his a&t.only, relies on Chrift for ali.

. If'this is to {eck {alvation by our own.works, T know
sot what the feeking of it by faith, fpoken of in the
{ariptures, muft be: for a mere paflive interefltment,
and fetang afide all means, is, not to feek falvation at
all.—1F this is10 feek it by works, then to feek by
onr own righteoufuels, or works, and to feek only by
free grace, through the righteoufnefs and works of a-
nother, muft be all one: for in this laft way the per-
fon here only {fecks. And as the perfon who 2 ac-
cording to:this way, does not therein fesk falvation by
his own works ; o neither does be find or obtain it, by
his:own works. For, though by embracing the Savi-
aur, and {alvation in him, as held forth in the free offer
of the gofpel, he is interefted in the fame; or, in o-
ther words, is. juftified and faved, as already illuftrat-
ed *; yet this a& of embracing does not thus interedt,
juilify, or fave, 2s.it is a piece of adlivity or work ; bug
only

* See the article about paflive juftification.
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onfy as an in{frument.—-If it.interefted is the offered
blefings, juft as it is a work, orpiece of adtivity ; then
it would intereft therein, by entithing thereunto, zs a
debt or rew-ud of faid work : for works, as {uch, can-
not otherwife intereft or fave. But the reception of a
freely offered benefit, does not entitle unte {ard bene-
fit as a debr; but cnly as aa inftrument vakicg it
home, intereft n itasa guft,

And 1o allege, flill, becavfe we are interefted by an
aftive receiving, though not as a work, bit only as an.
inftrument, that yet {till we are juftided by works be-
1ng altive; and {o are contrary to the apoftle, (Rom,
%.) who ‘excludes all works ; to allege this, 1 fay, 1s
contrary both to common {enfe- and language; and al-
{o to fcripture.  Common fenfe diftinguitheth between
working for a beneitr, and getting in the way of a
gift, by receiving it ; and common fanguage is applied
accordingly, Hence, thefe who receive the neceffaries
of this life as a mft from others, whether through the
mearis of begping 1t, or ia the more honourable way of
gifts, thefe are not, 1a common language, faid to work
for it ; though fhill 1n getting the fame they are active,
And thefe, again, on the other hand, who work to-
win thetr bread ; or by therr work are entitled to the
{ame as a debt; thefe,. whether their work be more
or lefs honourable, are only {aid to woré for it.  And:
as common fenfe and languace runs thus, fo-the icrip-
ture, when borrowing the things thereof, to reprefent
fpiritual things by, will not miireprefent it, nor play
the critic: and that too without informing us of the.
fame : for this were not to inform, bat to deceive.” -

Bk that the feripture underitands vording in the
common fenfe, as now c'emnbed, 1s alfo evident, from
the fcope of the places where it js ufed ; that prefent-
ly referred unto (Rom. x.) not excepted. The famz
apoftle, in-anosiier of his epiftles, fays of fome: per-
fons, “* that they were idle, working not avall ;" and

charges shem, © thas with. quietnels they work, and
¢ eat
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« eat thelr own bread.)” But does he, therefore,
fuppofe, that they were:not attive, but paflively letting
ttme go over ! Ne; for he, at the fame time, calls
them dufy- bodies and {ays, they went from houfe to
houfe. And in the very place referred unto, (viz. his
epiftle to the Romans) that he there takes the word
‘avorks in the fame fenfe, 1s allo evident, from the
{cqpe thereof : ¢ For (faith he)-to them that work is
“ the reward reckoned, not of grace, but of debt,”
But it 15 working only in the common fenfe, as already
defcribed, that makes the reward to be of debt ; and
not the receiving all freely as a gift.  The works he
excludes, he delcribes them to be 0ppoﬁte unto grace;
but the reception of a gift, we have already feen, is
not fo. The works, in fhort, that he excludes, is,
works according unto the tenor of the law, or cove-
nant of works ; viz. that *the man that doeth thefe
¢ things fhall live in them s”. which are works entit-
ling unto the privileges as a debt, making the reward
of debt, of which already ; whereas we have, alfo, al-
ready feen, that th.e way of receiving does not entitle
to the bleflings as a debt ; but only intereft i them as
a.grace or free favour, Yea, the bleflings interefted
1n, by embracing, are not given as a reward of that a&t ;
but given to the recetver, in and by that a&, as a gift;
or in {fome cafes, as a reward of fome other thing.

But that the works the apoftle is excluding, 1s works
for to-wip, or thereby Le entitled to the blifs a5 a debt;
and not an aclive believing ; {eems fully evident, even
from thefe texts you build the contrary upon : {uch as,
to *¢him-that worketh not, but believeth,” &¢. He
does pot peak in -the paflive ftyle, faying, ¢ To him
¢ that a&teth not, but in whom I work faith ;" but 1n
the.ative ftyle, ¢ to him that worketh not, but be-
¢ Jieveth.” And when-he tells that Mofes defcribeth
the riphteoulnefs which is of the Jaw, ‘¢ that the man
¢ which doeth thefe things, fhall-live in them ;” and
0ppufcl.h the gofpel thereunto, faying, ** But the righ-

“ teoufnefs
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« teoufnefs which .is of faith fpeaketh on this ways, 't
&c.  He makes the gofpel language to be, not *¢if £
«“ work faith in thee;” but «if thou believe,”? @e.
Upon the whole, does it not appear, that {alvation by
an adlive believing on Chrift, does not fet up falvation
by our own werks, And that the excluding of our
own works, does not exclude an aétive believing on the
works of another.

I come now, /affly, to your fetting aflide exhortati-
ons to finners, to ufe means for falvation, which 1 fhail
difmifs with the two fellowing obfervanons :

Firfl, The way of means, though oppofite unto your
paflive fcheme, yer does not run oppofite unto the other
doctrine of the gofpel : fuch as, 1/}, 1t does not interfere
with the fovereignty of grace ; ‘this already appears evi-
dent, in anfwer to your firlt cbje&tion. And, moreover,
when God pafleth by fome finners, leaving them in
their fins, and caufeth others actively to betake them-
{elves to his device of falvation, and {o enjoy the good
of it ; his fovereignty is as much exercifed and difplay-
ed,.as if he interelted them in his falvation as mere
ftocks and ftones, in a way to them entirely paflive.
2dly, Netther does 1t interfere with God’s being found
of them that {eek him not, fpoke of in feripture ¢ for
2s po man can {eek in a right way, viz, by coming un-
to Chrift, except the Father draw him; fo God’s be-
ing found of them, in thus caufing them to feek, does
not hinder his being found and enjoyed by them, as
their God and portion, only in this way of feeking,
Though God is found of them that{eek him not, ina
way of difcovery and euergy, revealing himfelf {o unio.
them, and backing the revelation fo with.power, as
cawfeth them to come ; 5 yer this will not hinder his be-
ing found of them, in relpeét of enjoyment, as thelr
portion 2nd whole [alvation, only inthe way of feeking,
viz, {ecking by faith ; coming unto bim by the Medi.
ator, Yea, I may add that though it be -confiftent

with God's per...e&ans, to quicken and réveal himfelf
to
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to the wicked and guilty finner, fo as to caufe him
to come ; vet his unfpotted holinefs, whereby he is
of purer eyes than tobehold iniquity without abhor-
- vence, forbids his giving the enjoyment of himfelf va-
%o, him, as his falvation and portion, except in the way
of commng unto him by the Mediator, who is able to
fave to the uttermoft, all that come unto God by him.
2dly, Nor doas the way of means interfere with the m-
ftances of converfion in {ciipture, wherein the perfon
was prevented with converting grace, when ufing no

means 3 but even going oppofite thereto ; {uch as Paul;
Manafles, Mary Magdalen; &¢.: for what are thele,

but God's being found of them that fought him rot, as
elreagy illultrated.  Nor, 4¢5%, is it confiftent with our
natural ftate, as being fpiritually dead, and fo incapa-
ble of ufing means: for God's being firlt found of us,
before we {eek Lim, as alveady illuftrated, doth like-
wile {olve this difficalty. Is it not as eafy for God to
bring the {piriaally dend fanet into a flate of favour
and fellowlhip with himfelf, by quickning, {o as to
caule to come to him in the appownted way forit: e-
ven as. caly. as to confer it in a way to'them entirely
naflive. * -
- When the nature of the death is attended unto, that
it i3 2 death ia finy and fo confifling in the fouls being
funk in enmity and. rebellion againft God, {o as to be
tnfenfible thereof, and palt feeling therein, as the dead
are with refpe& unto bodily things 5 then what hinders
it from being-a mean of deliverance from this death, to
fer the {ame before the perfons eyes, in its trie nature
and confequences, as making him odious to God's holi-
nefs, and obnuxious to his- jufliee : and then revealing
Chiift unto him, as naking: atonement 5 God as well
pleaﬁ:d 1n him, offering falvation unto all in and through
him; beleeching, -exhorting, and commanding all, to
accept and be faved. Is'not this way of dealing furta-
ble to the perfon’s cafe'; having a tendency to his re-
covery: and does it mot conllitate his ‘compliance

therewith,
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therewith, to'be a mean of attaining the exhibited fale
vation. Yea, why may not even falvation froin {piri-
tual death to fpititual life, rake place in this way 4 for
as the death is a death in fin, the fum of which is en-
mity againft God, afid as the life to which we are to
be bravght, is 4 life of holinefs, the fum of which is to
love him 3 which love of him muft be as our own God &
“ Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God :” * and, there-
fure, our love muft be by means of 4 view of intereft,
ahd ‘our view of intereft can only be in the way of ac-
cepting the offers which conflitute 1t. By this way,
then, of accepting the offered falvation, we not only
receive fove t0.God, gs the fame is an offered grace ot
privilege ; but alfo in the way of embracing, we have
{uch views as excites unto it as a dury. )

And if it fhould be faid, that ftill the ufing of means,
accepting the offers of falvation, or the like, fuppofeth
grace to be conferred, enabling fo to do; and that
ineans, with their pre-requilites, are parts of {alvation,
twherein we cannot be interelted by means, if we are
{piriteally dead by sature. To this it s eafy to reply,
that as a full falvation is offered, fo the acceptance
thereof, with the grace requifite thereto, are rather
means of falvation than parts of it and are parts only
as they are means ¢ and, therefore, if deftroyed from
baing means, are alfo deftroyed from being parts,
The doétripes, then, of fpiritnal death by natwre, and

T e

* The {criptures ate full upon this points afluring
4, that we love God becanfe he firft loved us : and
that 1t1s hope, and not fufpence, (as formerly obferv-
ed) that purifies the heart. And reafon, or the na-
ture of things, do alfo confirm it : for even a view of
God’s lmfeline[é, abftradt from any view of intereft,
would leave a relu@tancy in the mind unto him. And
wl;m offering himfelf and his grace, to love him, in
tiug cafe, with the whale heart, abftra& from embra-
cing his offer ; or (whichis the fame thing) in a way
of negletting it 5 is ftill more abfurd.

¥ yet
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he vfe of mm2ans in etraining falvation, are not be-
rzf! the nower and wifdom of God, to make confifl
cgether: howerer dark the conrection of things often
appear to us. Nor, :,r/nf;,, does the dodtrine ﬂfmews
interfare with the view of our natural ftate, as being
a ftate of eomity, hating the favation beld out, and,
confeguently, defnifing means for attaining 1t : for a-
long with the exhortation to means, {ufficient motives
ere given, fully calculate for breaking the enmity of
tke heart, and c..uﬁnrr it cumply, Nor, 6thly, 1s it in-
conﬁﬂ.em with falvation by grace, without works : this
s already evinced.  As a pe erfon’s working for his

bread is ore thing, and his recciving it as a gift, or beg-
ging it, is another; even fo working for life, and ufing

means of grace are difierent. .

But thaor thefe, or like doéirines, do not 1nterfere
with the way of means, is further, yea, and fully EVI-
dent f:om this, that they are joined together in {erip-
tore : and “ what God hath joined together, let no
¢ man put afinder,”  This leads me to the other ge-

a.! obfervation upon this noint,. which s,
. Ofzru, 2. The way of meass is not prohibited, but
exprefsly quw'ed in fcripture.  Though the doctrines
mentioned on the laft obfervation, which vour {riends
think overthrosw means, thousgh thefe are eftablifhed 1a
{cripture, yet this your mppufed inference from them,
you wili not find eftablithed, or ever drawn; though
the ufing of wrong means, which have a_lways taken
place, did loudly call for it, had it been real. And for
proof that means are exprefsly required, [ refer you ta
the texts already quﬂted anent the offer and way of
intereltment therein, which plainly eftablith that one
mean, viz. of oehevmg——ﬂ}ung for refuge—cﬂmlng for
Iife—taking of the waters of life freely, ¢, Is requir-
ed See a]fo thea nﬁles aflertion, that ¢ the Jews
“ho foﬂawedaﬁer the Jaw ‘of righteoufnefs, have
¢« not attaiped wato the law of righteoufnefs, And
«« wherefore ? Becaufe they fouﬂht it not.by faith, but

< 251t were by the works of. thalnw *»  Plainly inti-
I;l“lad".ll'ifr
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;iating, that it.is only wrong MERnNS, OF MEADS in g
wrong way, that are prohibited : and that there 1s
a feching of falvation by the way of faith, as well as by
the way of the law, See alio Epb. v. 14. © Where-
«« fore he faith, Awake thou that fleepeft, and arife
¢ from the dead, and Chrift fhall give thee hght.”
Here the very image of being dead is ufed, and yet an
o<hortation. to means is piven, And that the death
{poke of, is not meant of the partial deaths of the real
Chriftian, as your friends allege ; but of thefe ina {tate
of nature, is evident in the fcope of the place. In the
3, 4, and § verfes, the believing Ephefians are caution-
ed againft fome grofs fins : in verfe Gth they are told,
that ¢ for thefe things cometh the wrath of God up-
¢ on the children of difubedience :” in verfes 7 and
11, they are forbid to partake, or have fellowfhip with
them 5 * but rather (fays he) reprove them " which
reproveing is materially an exhorting unto the oppofite
duty : that of embracing mercy. not excepted. And,
as if they, with you, had objected, that thefe children
of difobedience were fpiritually dead, and fo incapable
of exhortations or meavs, he adds, ¢ for he (viz.
¢« God) faith, Awake thou that fleepeft, arife from the
«¢ dead, and Chrift fhall give thee light,”  As if he
had fajd, You are thus to reprove or exhort them, for
the feriptuzes, which fhould filence. every objettion,
doth {o before you, faying, “ Awake,” @c.  You
may likewife {ee the forecited 1f, v, ». ¢ Let the wick-
¢« ed forfake his way, and the unrighteous. man his
« thoughts : and let kim return unto the Lord, and
¢ he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for
¢ he will abundantly pardon.” Doth not this inti-
mate, that a returning unto the Lord, according to the
plan of the gofpel, as the way for attaining its falvati-
on, is exhorted uato, Butl will not anlit. MMany
are the exprefs fcripture exhortations to men, fimply as
finners deftitute of falvation, to feek the Lord while he
may be found, to call upon hum while he 15 near, to

+urn to the Lord, who will have. mercy, to pray, that,

if
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if {o be, the thoughts of their hearts may be forgivet: §
and the like. And though the compliance with thefe
muft flow from a belief they are true; from a belief
that there is forgivene{s and plenteous redemption with
God, that he may be thus feared and fought unto;
yet we fee, that this belief is not enough’s but an ufing
of the mean, in confequence thereof, is exprefsly re~
quired and exhorted unto, for attaining the bleflings.
And the publican, who adted accordingly, betaking
himfelf to God's, mercy in Chrift, by faith, in the ex-
ercife of prayet, faying,  God be merciful to me a
“ finfier,” is reprefented as going down' to his houfe
julbfied. . o o

Thus, as fhortly as I could, 1 have oivén a hint, and
but a hint, at the conténts of your Jetter. And tight
now take the opporturity of animadverting upon others
of your peculiarities: fuch as, yout rejecting human
confeflions of faith, 4nd yet refufing church-communion
with all. who adhere not to-the particular meaning
which you affix unto the feriptures ; your denying the
diftin¢tion between the common and faving knowlege of
gofpel-truths ; your uvjuft infinuativns againft others,
aboit a principle of grace diftin&t from the word, e
dre, but finds I cannot infilt : and therefore concludes,
wifhing that both' you and I may bekept from tak-
ing up with the opinionative and fpeculative part of
‘teligion, inftead of the vital part-of it~ that we may
be made both to know and comply with God’s plan and
device of falvdtion; and that the Lord may plead his

‘that no weapon formed againft it may prof-

Lt ":'3"?;? ] am _— T
A " Your fincere, friend,

o A, B,

In page 10, line 19, for as thefe your principles,
read as thefe'of your principles.— Page 12, line 13,
Jor 18; read its.~Page 25, line 36, for itis, read
its.~—Page 40, lize 14, for confiltent, read inconfiftent,

o



