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LETTER

© Wrote by Mr. SAMUEL P1kE, to Mr. RoBERT SANDEMAN, foon after
he left all his former religious conne&ions, and had jeined the churchin

London.
Dear Brother,
- LAD I am that now at length this affeionate ap-
, pellation can be cordially ufed by me, and I truft
allow’d by you. I have been long walking in a
perverfe way; ftriving againft the ftream, and
kicking againftthe pricks,until forced asit were out of thaten-
flav’d fituation I chofe to be in :1 have been brought thro’ fire
and thro’ water, but now I truft am bro't forth into a place of
fpiritual enlargement, neither of uscan forget that in our print-
ed epiftolary correfpondence we parted about the do&rince of
unanimity and non-forbearance, but now I fee fuch abund-
ant-reafon to fall in with it, that what I ufed tc account and
“call by the difagreeable name of infallibility, hypocrify, im-
pofition, uncharitablenefs, cenforioufnefs and the like 5 I now
call and fee to be nothing other, than fuch chriftian faithful-
nefs as is neceffary to maintain that mutual love, which is
the only true evidence of chriftanity. Having been lately -
‘conyinced that blood-eating is a fin, and the kifs of charity
an incumbent duty, I mention’d this to my late pecple, and
notwithftanding feveral condefcending (alafs, too con-
defcending) propofals made by me to them, they fignified
to mé, that my continuance among them with fuch princi-
ples would be diftrucive to the peace and hazzardous to the
cxiftance of the church: this conftrain’d me to remave,which
has prov'd a great releafe tomy mind,and been follow'd with
much conviction in my  confcicnce; of which you have an-
| : account




account in what fol} M nabeing fo much as I could recol-
le@ of what I deliverd to the church, and with which they
were fatisfied to receive me. I heartily pray for you
and the faithful brethren with you, that the Lord may
ftrengthen your hands, encourage your hearts, diret your
ways, profper your labours and prote¢t your perfons from
thole which believe not in Americax 1 fubfcribe my felf,

dear brother, yours affeCtionately in the truth and obedience

of the gofpel.
SAMUEL PIKE,
Haston-Square, London, Fan. 4, 1766.

The following was Mr. Pike’s Profeflion before
the Church in London, at the Time when he
- was reccived into their Fellowthip ; which was

December 22d, 1763,

Dear Friends,
OU may eafily conceive there muft have been a
great variety of thoughts working in my mind, pre-
vious to my appearing before you, on this occafion, indeed

I have been both drawn and driven hither, for I have for .

years paft, been perpetually attentive to your profeffion, dif-
cipline and practice, and now at length can truly fay, that I
cordially agree with you ( fo far as I krow ) both
in the faith and in the obedience of the gotpel, which
induces me now to offer and defire fellowfhip with you : my
faith is briefly this,the righteoufnefs and atonement of Chrift,
as God-man, is the only immediate and perpetual ground of
a finner’s hope in the prefence of God,the fufficiency of his
facrifice for the atonement of fin, appears in the infinite dig-
nity of his perfon,and the evidence of its being accepted,his
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refurrection from the dead : this atonément as related or held
forth in the gofpel teftimony,is the only ground of a finner’s
hope, to the exclufion of all duties, frames, feelings, endea-
vours and experiences, as in competition on connection with
it ; yea, thefe things muft not fo much as enter into our
thoughts, to be any part of our fupport or incouragement in
thz fight of God, for this would be an abomination to
him. This faith is a do&rine according to godlinefs, and this
grace of God proclaim’d in the gofpel, which bringeth
falvation to our ears, and which when accompanied
with the agency of the bleffed fpirit, brings it to the
heart; teaches us to deny all ungodlinefs and worldly
luft, and to live foberly, righteoufly and godly in in
this prefent world. But befides the duties of fobriety and
morality, our Lord has requir'd feveral other things to be
obferv'd by his difciples ; as to thefe peculiar obfervances I
do now profefs my agreement with you in general, and
might defcend to all the various particulars thereof ; for in-
ftance, faluting each other with a kifs of charity, I look up-
on to be a duty as exprefsly required in the word of God,and
as frequently exorted to,as perhaps any one fingle precept in
the whole book of God. I look upon the eating of blood to
be a fin,becaufe it is folemnly forbidden in the edit A4és 13,
which edi@ is declar’d, Rev. 2, 24, 25, to be of perpetu-
al obligation upon the difciples of Chrift until his fecond
coming. Weekly communion in the Lord's fupper, and the
feaft of charity ought to be obferv’d, as what was doubtlefs
the pra&tice of the apoftolic church. Thus I might proceed
upon the other articles, but muft mention one more ; I have
been for a confiderable time convinc'd, that there ought to
be a plurality of elders in a gofpel church; in which refpe®
I maft confefs with fhame, that I'have been nesﬁseﬂtm
tr
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trifled with my own confcience, but that in your profeffion,
which has been all along the greateft difficulty to me, and
the greateft ftumbling block in my way, has been the doc-
trine of unanimity and non-forbearance : I all along indeed
faw, that an unanimity in doctrine and duty was very
defireable in gofpel fellowfhip, that it was in fome re-
fpe¢t commanded and promifed and pray'd for by our
Lord; but could not believe that it was atually among
you,or indeed really practicable,and accordingly look’d upon
the profeflion of it to be hypocritical, and the exacting of
it, to be inflaving to the confcience ; this miftake has fo
operated upon me, as to induce me to act the part of an
enemy towards you ; for which I am now greatly atham’d,
for I now plainly fee, that a real union, not only in the
ground of hope and the doétrines annexed to it, but likewife
in every article of prefent fin and duty is both praticable
and neceffary : I am now perfuaded that it is practicable, and
hope that it does actually exift among you,practicable Ifay,but
not upon any other plan, than, that of our being led to take
the fcriptuie, both in dotrineand duty fimply as it lies;
in fuch a literal fenfe, as we muft apprehend a perfon of
ordinary capacity and cominon fenfe would underftand it ;
the very admiffion of reafoning about what is plain in the
word, tends to obfcure & fet afide the obvious meaning, &
is the true occafion of running into various divifions. As to
forbearance in church fellowthip, I conceive that we may
and ought to forbear with each other in regard to our dif-
ferent natural tempers and capacities, and the like ; but can-
not fee how it can be lawfully extended to a forbearance with
the commiffion of what Chrift forbids, or the omiffion of
what he requires ; asthis would be fuffering fin upon a bro-
ther : this de@trine of upanimity and non-forbearance has

come
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_come.wisle great weight upon my mind; time after ‘time, |
“and even while I profefled and preached the finful forbear-
“ance,my own confcience would often recfiminate ; by fome
of the meft plain and {imple reafonings imaginable, fuch as
thefe, if Chrift forbids any thing, mult we not think he
‘would have itavoided? . if he requires any thing, muft we
not fuppofe he would have it punctually perform’d ? have
we any power or right to difpence with any of the rules or
laws of Chrift's kingdom ? or can we fuppofe, that he
fhould require any fuch forbearance, as fhould render his
.own rcquirements or exhortations invalid or indifferent ? but |
thefe plain dictates of cnnfcience I have often flifled and -
rebell'd againtt, influenc’d thereto by the fear of man and |
‘the love of the world ; being fenfible that the acting agree -
able to them, would be attended with many inconveniences
in my conne@ions ; for thele things I do now heartily con~
demn my fclf as a great finner in the prefence of God, and
look upon them as the greateft of fins: now convinc'd that
the ufual dorine and pradlice of forbearance is both anti-
nomian and antichriftian, fince we are affured, that Chrift
will come in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that
koow not God and obey not the gofpel, Irather therefore -
choofe to call.the doé@rine of non-forbearance, the doétrine
of confcientioufne(s in religion,and the fear of God; feveral
things have of late confpired to drive me from holding and
cherifhing this falfe doctrine of forbearance, particularly my
finding there was no fuch thing as fettling the limits of it
or drawing the line of partition, between what may and
what may not be forborne within chriftian fellowfhip, fo
as for any number of perfons to be agreed about thofe limits,
and efpecially of late ; when I found that thofe with whom

I have been conneed, did both argue, and a upon the
principle
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| principle of non-forbearance themfelves & with régard to th
' kifs of charity ; this laft circumftance in conneion with
“former mifgiving doubts and recriminating thoughts arifing
in the mind, did, as I may fay, clinch the nail and made
me fee that I had teen all along atting frem worldly, felf-
ith principles in maintaining this falfe forbearance, inflead
of acting from the fear of God: thus have I been for gain-
ing quiet to my confcience,from this do¢trine of forbearance,
rather than from the atoning blood of Chrift ; which while
it difplays the infinite love of God towards finners, does at
"the fame time difcover his infinite hatred of fin; no fooner
was | releafed from thefe intanglements, but I found my-
felf as one emerged out of the mire, and had nothing to do,
but to recollect paft circumftances, and to refle@ upen my
felf, for going on infuch a falfe way ; the convition of
“this ftrikes fo clofe upon my confcience, that I have
nothing to fay, but God be merciful to me 2 finner, and:
the only hope I have, is the aflurance that there is free for- |
“givnefs with God; thro' the compleat atonement of cur
Lord Jefus Chrift: and truft there is forgivenefs with this
church of the livingGod : and hope you will forgive me,tho’
I have fpoken and done fo many things againft you, for
which I am now aftham’d, what I have had accefs to ob-
ferve among you within this fortnight, has given me an
idea of fuch faithfulnefs and zeal for the honour of God, in
- conne&ion with chriftian tendernefs, as has convinc’d me !
- thatGod is among you of a truth, wherefore I defire fellow-
| thip with you, ahd am chearfully willing to be ranked with
“the meaneft brother of the church, , '
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