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A

DISSERTATION
O N

INFANT-BAPTISM.

INTRODUCTTION.

Making an Obfervation on feveral Queflions and
Difputes about Bdptifm.

HE great Chriftian Truth, concerning
Salvation by the Death and Refurretion
of Jetus Chrift the Son of Ged, in whom
the Father 1s well pleafed, and the Purifi-

cation of Sinners by his Blood fhed for the Remiffion

of Sins, is fo exprefied in the Inftitution of Baptifm,
and {fo fignified in it, that all the Diferences about
that Inftitution have arifen from different Perfuafions
as to that great Truth.; and there is no remarkable

Error about Baptiim, but what has a Foundation in
forme great Error as to that ‘Truth which is ﬁgmﬁed

1 Baptifm,

Some even deny the Chriftian Inftitution of wafh-
ing with Water, which they call Water-Baptzfm and
they would have all the Inftances of it recorded in the
New Teftament, to be no other than thofe divers
Wafbmgs, belongmg to the fitft Covenant and worlgl-
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ly Sanétuagpy, which are fet afide, Heb. ix. 10. ; tho?,
after the fctting afide of that firft Covenant and San-
¢tuary, with the divers Wafhings proper to it, the
wafbing our bodies with pure water be exprefsly
enjoined as belonging to the new Covenant, and to
our Accefs unto God in the heavenly San&uary, Heb.
X. 16.—22. And becaufe Peter declares, (1 Pet. iii.
20.21.) that this Sign 1n Baptifm does not fave us,
but the Thing fignified therein, they have the Con-
fidence to deny, that it belongs at all to Baptifm ;
contrary to the plain Scope ot Peter’s Words, which
let forth' zhe putting away of the filth of the flefb, -as
the Sign 1n Baptifm, in diftintion from the Thing
fignified, wherein he fays our Salvation only hes, even
the anfwer of a good confiience towards God, by the re-
Jurrettion of Fefus Chrift. For he fays, {peaking of
Noab’s Ark, Wherein few, that is, eight [ouls, were
faved by water, The like figure whereunto, baptifm,
doth alfonow [ave us, not the putting away of the filth
of the flefb, but the anfwer of a good conftience towards
God, by the refurreition of Fefus Chrift, who is gone into
beaven. But the true Reafon of this Oppofition to the
Sign 1n Baptifm, is a Difaffetion to the Thing {igni-
fied, even the Refurretion of Jefus Chrnift,. who 1s
gone into Heaven, affording the Anfwer of a good*
Conicience towards God, (compare Rom, viii. 33. 34.)),
and his Blood {prinkling our Hearts from an evil
Conficience. | f |
And fome pretended zealous Contenders for the
Glory of the Father, while they plainly. thew they
know him not, by their Oppofition to the Glory of-
- the Son, would have Baptifm to be but a temporary
- Inftitution, for the Beginning of Chriftianity, or de-
figned only for converted Infidels, as the Jews and
}eathens, and not.-to be continued among Chriftian
| Nations..
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Nations. But this is becaufe, while it i3 continued,
it is a ftanding Declaration of the Name of the Fa-
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, and
a {tanding Sign of the Purification from Sin by the #
Blood of the Son; and becaufe what is commonly “
called the Trinity, and the Satisfaliion, is fo mags
feftly fignified in Baptifm, that Men cannot b
brought to think of denying this Doétrine, without
thinking of renouncing their Baptidm. ‘i
But, on the other hand, the Doctrine of the Ne-
ceflity of Baptilm to Salvation, and of making Chri-
(3ians by Baptifin, 1s an old Error, that has prevailed
much in the Chriftian World : Though the making
of Chriftians by Baptifm muft be later than the an-
cient Delay of Baptifm, that was plcaded for-as the
fafeft Way, upon this Principle, That entire Faith is
fecure of Salvation. However, when this Deviation
from the Scripture-way once prevailed, a Fourndg-
tion was fought for it in the Scriptures: And fo they
would prove the Neceffity of the putting away of
the Filth of the Flefh unto Salvation, from Fobn iii.
5. Except a man be born of water, and the Spirit, be
eannot enter into the kingdom of God: Though it be
manifeft, from the Words immediately following,
‘that the Strefs there 1s laid on the Spirit: That wbich
is born of the flefb, is flefb s and that which is born of
the Spirit, is [pirit. Marvel not that I [aid unto thee,
Ye muft be born again. The wind bloweth where it
lifteth s «—— [0 is every one that is born of the Spirit:
And they further plead thefe Words, Mark xvi. 16,
He that believeth and is baptized, fhall be [aved s
though it be as manifeft, from the following Words,
that the Strefs there again 1s laid on Believing : By
be that believeth not, fball be damned. And fo both
thefe Texts concur with 1 Pet, 1. 21. teftifying a-
galnft

L
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gainft this Neceflity that is pleaded for : Baptifm doth
alfo now fave us, not the putting away of the filth of
she flefb, but the anfiwer of a good confcience towards
God, by the refurreiiion of fefus Chriff. No doubt
Baptifm is of the fame Kind of Neceflity with the
Obfervation of the other Precepts ot the Gofpel, or
of all Things what{oever Chrift commanded his A-
pot¥les to teach all Chriftians to obferve 3 but to place
our Salvation in any thing befide Chniit’s Blood pu-
rifying us, is evidently contrary to the very Defign
of the Inftitution of Baptifm, and is, in effe&, de-
nying' the Faith of that great Truth fignified in Ba-
ptifm. To place Salvation thus in the Sign, is to
fet it {o far inftead of, and in oppofition to the
Thingfignified, and to make the Difpenfers of the
Sign our Saviours.

And the denying of Infant-Baptifm comes like-
wife of making the Salvation by Baptifm to lie in
fomething elfe than the Thing fignified ; even that,
whatever it be, which diftinguifhes the aduic Chri-
ftian from his Infant: Though our Lord exprefsly
declares, that we muft enter his Kingdom even as In-
fantgs enter it.  The firft Oppofition that we hear of,
to Infant-baptifm, turned Salvation upon an entire
Sort of Believing, whereot Infants are incapable :
‘Whereas there 1s not any true Faith, or fincere Con-
feflion of the Faith, but that alone which acknow-
ledges, that Salvation lies only and wholly in the
Thing fignified in Baptifm. And, if we inquire how
that Thing faves us? our Lord anfwers us, Juft as it
faves our Infants., The Denial of Infant-Baptiftn be-
koved always to proceed from a Difbelief of this. -

SECT,



" [ 7 1

- A ' e Ty

SECT. 1. Containing a Scheme of the Controverfy

and State of the Queftion about Seripture Precept and
Example. |

HE whole Plea againft baptizing the Infants
of Chriftians comes to this, That there i8 nei-
ther particular exprefs Precept nor indifputable Ex-
ample for it in the New Teftament, where Baptifm
is mfeparably conneted with a Profeffion of the
Faith, which Infants are not capable to make.
All this may be owned at the fame time that t‘hc
Inference ffom it is demed, For, as the Queftion 15
not about the Inflitution of Bapti{m, but only about
thofe to whom it fhould be applied or difpen{fd, we
muft not fay, that 32 Thing of this Nature is not war-
ranted 1 the New Teftament, merely becaufe there
1s not fuch a Precept or Example as fome require for
applying the Inflitution of Baptiim to Chriftian In-
fants. For Inftance: We cannot deny a Warrant
in the New Teftament for Womens partaking of the
Lord’s Supper, theugh there be no fuch Precept or
I xsmple there for it, as i3 fought for Infants parta-
king of BaptHm. Wg can no more thew, by exprefs
particulgr Precept or indifputable Example, that
Chriftian Wamen are included in the Precept, De
ghois 1n remembyance of me, and, Drink ye all of it, than
we can prove, by fuch Precept or Example, that
Chriftian Infants are comprehended in the Preeept,
Baptizing thems. We may indeed go about te prowve,
that Chriftian Wamen muft eat of that Bread and
drink of that Cupin the Loord’ dupper, by fhewing
them to be Members of that Bady, the Church, which
all partakes of that one Bread, -and fo is one Bread,
and which has Communion in that Cup of Bliﬁing;_
ereol

.
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whereof all the Members drink. But in the ve
{ame Manner it is thewed, that Chriftian Infants murK
partake of the one Baptlfm, by proving them to be
Members of that fame Body, the holy Catholick
Church, into which all are baptized ; even that one
Body to which that Baptifm belongs, as the Lord’s

Supper belongs only to a vifible Church coming to-
gether in one Place to eat it.  Now, as foon as we
begin to feek a Warrant for any fuch Thing in this
Manner, we muft depart from the Principle that
every Oppofer of Infant-Baptiim {fets out upon, 2iz.
That fuch an exprefs Precept and fuch a plain Ex-
ample 1s neceflary to fhew the Warrant for it.

As to the Connexion betwixt the Confeflion of
the Faith, and Baptifm, it may be owned, that Ba-
ptiim cannot be adminiftred to any but upon a Con-
fcflion by which the Baptized can be called Difciples
according to the Scripture: For 1t can well be faid,
that Infants are to be baptized upon a Profeffion of
the Faith by which the Scripture warrants us to ac-
count them Diiciples with their Parents, as well as
to look on them, with their believing Parent, as ho-
ly, and of the Kingdom of Heaven, or the true
Church, into which all Chriftians are baptized. Dif-
ciples are made by Teaching. And when a Parent
1s taught to profefs the Faith, according to that which
1s {poken, Believe on the Lord Fefus Chrift, and thou
fhalt be faved and thy boufe; this makes his Infant a
D:fciple with him 1n the Scripture Stile and Way of
Speaking. For, when the Judaifers fought to have
the Gentile Chriftians circumcifed, to keep the Law,
as neceffary to their Salvation by Chrift, Peter faid
to them, A/Zs xv.10. Why tempt ye God, to put a yoke
wupon the neck of the piscipLEs? ‘But the Judaifers
were {eeking to have this Yoke laid on the Infants of

the
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the believing Gentiles, who behoved to be circums
cifed with their Parents : And therefore Peter, who
received the Command to baptize Difciples, took: that
Defignation to comprehend Infants, and called them
Difciples with their Parents. So that they muft go
more nicely and precifely to Work with the Name
Difciple, than Peter did, who would deny that the
Precept to baptize Difciples, 1s a Precept to baptize
Infants.

According to the Commiffion, in Mark’s Gofpel,
to preach and baptize, Infants muft either be reckon-
ed with the Believing or the Damned. For, as to the
Believing there connefted with Baptiim, 1t 15 ex-
prefsly faid, He that believeth not, fball be damned :
And therefore, if we cannot look on the Infants of
the Faithful, dying in Infancy, as damned ; we muft
look on them, according to this Scripture, as behe-
ving ; and {o intitled toBaptifm, here connected with
the Believing that includes them, in diftinction from
the Damned. For it cannot be thought that Infants
have no Share in that Salvation that comes by the
Gofpel, which the Lord ordered his Apoitles, gotng
into all the World, to preach to every Creature.
For, like as the Lord faid to Nogh, Come thou, and
all thy boufe into the ark, Gen. vii. 1. wherein he
and his Houfe were faved through Water, (Heb. xi.
2. 1 Pet. 1. 20.21.); even fo the Apoftles, 1n ex-
ecuting their Commiffion, preached Salvation 1n
Chrift to a Man and his Houfe, and baptized a Be-
liever- of this Preaching and his Houfe. And, ac-
cording to this Preaching, he that believed on Chrift
for his own Salvation, believed on him alfo for the
Salvation of his Houfe ; for fo his Belief anfwered to
that which was preached: And fo Baptifmn, figni-
fying and fealing that which was preached, and whi;h

: B €
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he believed, was applied to him and to his Houfe,
Now, it is undeniable that the A poftles preached thus.
See Afsxi. 14.— Who fhall tell thee words, wbhereby

thou and all thy boufe fhall be faved ; and Afts xvi. 31.

Believe on the Lord Fefus Chrift, and tbou fhalt be [a-

ved, and thy boufe. And it is no lefs manifeft, that

they baptized the Believer and his Houfe. Thus Pax/

fays, 1 Cor.1. 16. And I baptized alfo the boufe of Ste-

pbanas. And it 1s faid of Lydia, Afsxvi. 15. And

when fhe was baptized, and ber boufe ; and of the Jai-

lor, ver/. 33. He was baptized, be and all bis. Sure-

ly then we cannot fay, according to the Preaching of
the Apoftles, that there is no more Connexion betwixt

the Salvation of a Believer and the Salvation of- his

Houfe, or betwixt his Believing and the Baptifm of his

Houfe, than that of his Neighbour’s Houfe, or any

other Houfe. And if it cannot be {faid, that Salva-

tion to a Man and his Houfe excludes his Infants,

neither can it be faid, that Baptifm to his Houle ex-
cludes his Infants. If we would deny Scripture-

example for baptizing of Infants, we muft firft deny,

that there were any Infants in thefe baptized Houfes.

And as we can plead no Foundation in Scripture for

that, it is too bold to fay, that there is no Scripture-

example for baptizing Infants; as it 1s likewife to fay,

that there 1s no Connexion betwixt the Confeffion of

the Faith, and their Baptiim.

SECT. I Shewing that Infants muff partake in
Baptifm, from their baving Part in the Promife of
the Holy Ghaoft, unto which Chriftians are baptized.

AS foon as the Apoftles began to execute their
Commifiion, to make Difciples of all Nations,

by teaching, baptizing them, they plainly took in
. | | the-
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the Children with their Parents, as partakmg with °
them in that great Salvation which they preached,
and which i1s fignified in Baptifm. For we fee, in
the very firft Call to thofe in ferufalem, to repent,
and be baptized in the name of Fefus Chrift, for the re-
miffion of fins, the Promife of the Holy Ghoft, unto
. which they were baptized, was to them and to their
Children ; even them who had faid, His blood be on us
and on our children. Peter {aid to them, AfZsii. 38. 39.
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Fefus Chrift, for the remiffion of fins, and ye fhall re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghoft. For the promife is un-
to you, (to you who are prefently called), and 10 your
children, (who are connelted with you in the Con-
demnation), and (1n like manner as to you and
your Children, {fo alfo) 2o all that are afar off, even
as many as the Lord our God fball call, For as that
Promife of the Holy Ghoft was to as many as the
" Lord then called in Ferufalem, and to their Chil-
dren; fo it muit be to as many as the Lord calls afar
off from thence, and to their Children.

Now, if they who repent be baptized unto the
Promife of the Holy Ghoft, 4/Zs xix. 2. 3.; and if
that Promife unto which they are baptized, be to
their Children as well as unto them ; then certainly
Baptifm, as far as it is conneéted with that Promife,
muft belong to their Children as well as to them.
For though their Children cannot yet be fenfible of
the Remiffion of Sins, whereof they are aflured when
they receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoft, or are feal-
ed with that Holy Spirit of Promife; yet that fame
Promife 1s exprefsly declared to belong to them.
And if thofe who heard and ebeyed the Call, were
baptized unto that Promifeswhich they fhould after-

ward reccive; fo might their Children. Though
B 2 the
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the Children could not in themfelves know any thing
of Repentance or Remiffion at the Time of their Ba-
pafm, as did their Parents; yet they were, even
then, as capable as they of the Renewing of the Holy
Ghoft, and faving Change from which Repentance
flows, and as capable as they of Juftification, by Re-
miffion, and by the Imputation of Righteoulnefs
without Works. And, juft {o, though they cannot
anfwer in their own Perfons, but 1n their Parents, at
their Baptifm ; yet they are as capable as they of Ju-
ftification by Chrift’s Refurretion, and of the Ope-
ration of God, who raifed him, from which that An-
{wer of a good Confcience proceeds: For they are as

| o capable of being juftified by Chrift’s Obedience, as of

being condemned by Adam’s Difobedience ; and as
capable to partake of Chrift’s Holinefs, as of .Adam’s
Corruption. | .

- According to this View of Infant-Baptifm, 1t ferves
to (hew, that we contribute as little to our Salvation
by Baptiim, as do our Infants. They enter the
Kingdom of God by the fame Title as we do; and
we contribute no more to our Entrance there than
they., Whereas the contrary Opinion ferves to lead
us to lay the Strefs of that Salvation upon fomething
that we do in the Profeffion of the Faith, and fome
Holinefs about us, whereof Infants are incapable.
But our Lord ftained the Pride of all this fort of
Glorying 1n his Difciples, by faying, concerning In-
fants whom they were forbidding to be brought to
him, Forbid them not 5 for of fucb is the kingdom of
God, or of beaven; and by afluring them, that none
can enter that Kingdam any other Way but as In-
fants enter it, Matth. xixX. 13. 14. 15. and xviil. 1,
2. 3. 4. Markx.13. 14.15. Luke xviil. 15.16.17.
And when Peter firft opened that Kingdom, on the

_ Day
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Day of Pertecof, to the Jews inquiring what they
fhould do, he opened the fame Door to them and to
their Children; declaring, that the Entrance would-
be the very fame to all whom the Iord fhould call 5
they fhould epter where the Children enter, who can
do nothing. And how can one.place any kind of
Merit in his Holinefs who believes that Infants are
holy as well as he? He cannot entertain any Phari-
faical Notion of Holinefs, who believes Infants to be
Fellow-members of Chrift’s holy Church, for which
he gave bimfelf, that he might (anltify and cleanfe it
with the wafbing of water by the word ; even the
Word whereby a Man and all his Houfe is faved.

SECT.III. Glearing the Argument from 1 Cor.vii. 14.

Hefe Words of the Apoftle (1 Cor. vii. 14.)
For the unbelieving bufband is fanéiified by the
wife, and the unpelieving wife is [anétified by the by
_ Jfband : elfe were your children unclean; but now arg
they boly, ferve te thew, That the Infants of one be- -
lieving Parent are Members of Chrift’s Church, for
which he gave bimfelf, that ke might [aniiify and
cleanfe it with the wafbing of water by the word, which
is the only Church whereof they ¢an be Members
and that therefore they muft partake in the wafbing
of water, which belongs to that holy Church, and
fignihies Admiffion and Engrance into it.

But there 1s an Objection againft this.. .For fome
alledge, That this Text makes the Children no other-
wife. boly than it_mgkes the unbelieving Patent boiy,
and {o no more Members of the Church than the un-
believing Parent, who 1s faid to be fauéZified: For, if
it proves the Children to be Members of the Church,
by calling them boly, italfo proves the unbelieving

- Parent
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Parent to be a Member of it, by caflxng that Parent
fmﬁfﬁed
~ This Objeétion arifes from not looking well into .
the Text; which makes the Effe&t of the San&ifica-
tion of the Unbeliever to the Believer, to be the Ho-
hinefs ot the Child: For the Sanctification of the un-
believing Wife 1s not to herfelf, but to her believing
Hufband; to whom fhe is fanltified, even as the
Creatures he eats are fanétified ; or, according to the
Greek, fhe 1s not fanltified i# herfelf, but iz her be-
lieving Hufband. And this Sanltification in her be-
heving Hufband terminates in his Children: So that
It 18 the Child, and notfhe, that is declared to be ho-
}y by that San&iﬁcation; for whereas fanitifying is
making boly, this Santification of the unbelieving Pa-
rent 1n the Believer, makes not the Unbeliever holy,
but the Believer’s Children. 'When this Text, there-
fore, is confidered, we may eafily fee, it 1s very far
from calling the unbelieving Parent holy, as it calls
the Believer’s Children holy. |
# ‘The Oppofers of Infant-Baptifm, who perceived
the Force of this Argument for the Church-member-
fhip of Infants, could find no Evafion from it, and
from the Confequence, for their partaking in that
wafbing of water, but this ridiculous Glofs on the
Text, viz. Elfe were your Children Baflards ; but
now are they legitimate! But let us put as grave a
Face on this Glofs as we are able, and 1t will bring
“us back to the very {ame Thing that this Text always
ferved to demonftrate.

Letus fay, That the Apoftle here declares 1t con-
{iftent with the Nature of the Separation of Chrift’s
Chuorch from the World, for its Members to be join-
ed in Marnage with Aliens from it, and that 1t is
not now lawful for thofe who are fo married to be

feparate
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{feparate on that account.  'Which is far different from

the Nature of the Separation of I/rae/ after the Flefh,

from the reft of the World, as the Church and pecu-

liar People of God, whereby it was unlawful for an-
Ifraelite to marry a Stranger : And therefore, when
they married ftrange Wives, thefe behoved to be put’
away ; and likewife the Children begot upen them
by Ifraelites were to be put away, as not being Mem-
bers of the Commonweal!th of Ifrael, or as not being
a holy Seed, or Seed of God, but unclean, as other
Gentiles then were. But, fays the Apoftle, 1t1s not
fo in the New Teftament Church : For its Members,
being joined to Aliens in Marriage, are not to be fe-
parated from them, who are fanctified to their Ufe
in that State ; f{o that their Children begot with {uch
Aliens are now to be accounted holy, as well as the
Children begot by both believing Parents; and are
to be acknowledged, as well as they, to be thofe lit-
tle Children whom the Liord declares to belong to

his Kingdom, in diftintion from the World.

¢

SECT.IV. Shewing bow Baptifm' comes in place
of Circumecifion,

HE Argument for Infant-Baptifm from Cir-

cumcifion has a Foundation in thefe Words of

the Apottle, Col.11. 11, 32, 13. In whom alfo ye are

circumcifed with the circumcifion made without bands,
in putting off the body of the fins of the flefb, by the cir-
cumcifion of Chrift: buried with bim in baptifm, where-
in alfo ye are rifen with bim through the faitb of the o-
peration of God, who bath raifed bim from the dead.
And you being dead in your fins, and the uncircumcifion

of your flefb, hath be quickened together with bim, ba-

ving forgiven you all irefpafjes. it
Here

. «®P
L
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" Here the Thing fignified in Baptifm is called the
circumcifion made without bands, the {ame with the Cir-
cumcifion of the Heart, whereof the Uncircumcifed
in their Fleth are now made Partakers ; and, in place
of the Circumcifion made with Hands, they are bu-
ried with Chrift in Baptiim, and rifen with him in
Baptifm, and fo have the Circumcifion of Chrift,
Now, if the Apoftle gives us Baptiim with the Thing
fignified in it, in place of the Circumcifion of the
Fleth, and calls it the Circumctfion of Chrift ; then
Baptifm muit be to the true Ifrae/, who are born of
the Spirit, as Cwcamcifion was to the typical Ifrael,
who were born of the Flefh. And, as Peter {faid to
the Fews, who were firft called to be baptized unto
the Promife of the Holy Ghott, The promife is unto
you and to your Children, Baptifm belongs to the Chil-
dren of the fpiritual 7frae/, unto whom that Promife
1s; even as*Cireumgcifion belonged to the'Children
of the flefthly /frae/, who had the Promife of Chrift
to come in the Flefh, and of the earthly Inheritance.
- For they are as capable of being born of the Spirit, as
¢hey were of Being born of the Fleth : For.who can’
deny the Operation of God on them, that raifed

Chrift, and that begets the Adult to the Faith, to .

which they contribute as lictle as their Infants? Or
who can fay, thatthey are not capable of being made
altve with Chrift by thé Spirit; thrqugh which he
was conceived holy in the Virgin’s Womb, and rai-
fed again from the Dead ? |
When it is afked, How can Infants appear to be
of the fpiritval Ifrael ? it may then be afked, How
does a Parent appear to be fuch an I/raelite, upon the
very firft Profeflion of his Faith, by which he is ad-
mitted to Baptifm ? And when ie fhall be faid, That
the Word of God calls us to acknowledge hil‘{l} :}tls
= uch,
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fuch, by that Profeflion ; then it fhall alfo be faid, - =
That the fame Word calls us to acknowledge his In.
fants as fuch, by that fame Profeflion: For itis by
that we know them to be the Children of a believing
Parent, and therefore to be holy. It is true, they
may yet be really irregenerate, and when adult ap-
pear to befo; and even {o the Parent, notwithftand-
ing his baptifmal Profeffion, may be really itregene-
rate, and become at laft an Apoftate. But, as the
apoftate Profeflor is not now in that State wherein
the Word of God called us to account him holy ; fo,
when the Baptized in Infancy prove irregenerate in
the adult State, they are not then in the fame State
wherein the Word of God called us to account them
holy : For they are not then the Infants of believing
Parents. ‘They are now in that State wherein they
muft be looked on according to their own Profeffion 3
and, accerding to that, be added or not added to a
vifible Church that comes together in one Place to
eat the Lord’s Supper.

‘T'here 1s no Groynd in the Scripture for thinking,
that any one is acknowledged in Baptiim as a Mem-
ber of any vifible Church. It only declares the Ba-
ptized to be Members of the Body of Chrift, the true
“Church, 1nto which all Chriftians are baptized, tho’ it
 be invifible ; even as they are baptized into Chrift,
the Head of that Body, whoisalfo invifible. So that
they who are” baptized according to the Scripture,
‘may Qe called vifible Members of the Body of Chrift,
and fo far fit for becoming Members of a vifible
Church wherein that Body of Chrift is reprefented,
like as he himfelf is reprefented' in the Bread and Cup
whereof it partakes, But they cannot be called Mem-
bers of that vifible Church, till they be added to it
upon the declared Purpofe of their Heart to cleave 1’tlo

‘ C the
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the Lord in it: For Baptifm, in the Scripture, goet
before adding to any fuch vifible Church; being al-
ways immediately connected with the very firft Ap-

earance of Union with Chrift, and with that one
gody, the true Church, of which he is the Head ;
and to which we may fee it belongs, from fuch Scri-
ptures as thefe: 1 Cor. X1, 12, 13. For as the body is
one, and bath many members : fo alfo is Chrift,
For byone Spirit are we all baptized into one body. Eph.
V. 4. 5. 6. One body, and one Spirit, — one bope, —
one Lord, one faith, one baptifm, one God and Father
of a//. And Chap.v. 25.26.27.— As Chrif alfo
loved the church, and gave bimfelf for it : that be might
fanttify and cleanfe it with the wafbing of water by the
word, that be might prefent it to bimfelf a glorious
church, not baving fpot, &c. Adcordingly we find
- the Eunuch was baptized without waiting for his be-
coming a Member of any vifible Church coming to-
oether in one Place to eat the Lord’ Supper. For
the Lord’s Supper belongs not, thus immediately, to
this holy Catholick Church’; it being from the Be-
oinning delivered by the Apoftles, who received it
trom the Lord, only to a vifible Church continuing
ftedfaftly in aflembling together in one Place to eat
it ; as to the Church in Ferufalem, Afis 1i. and the
Church in Corinth, 1 Cor. xi. Adding unto fuch a
Church, was from the Beginning the Confequent of
Baptifm, and of teaching the Baptized to obferve all
Things whatfoever Chrift commanded the Apoftles.
And hence came the Praétice of what is called con-
firming the Baptized, before their partaking of the
- Lord’s Supper in any vifible Church.

~ This being admitted, as it muft be according to
the Scripture, we fhall never be able to infer the-
Communion of Infants in the Lord’s Supper, ﬁl;Q{h
thelr
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their being Partakers of the one Baptifm. Nor, if
we confider what is now faid, fhall we be able to a-
fcribe the Corruption of Chriftianity to the Baptifm
of Chriftian Infants, as it may be afcribed to the ma-
king of Chriftians by Baptifm. The Corruption of
the Chriftian Religion came by departing from the
{criptural Profeffion of the Faith, upon which Baptifm
was adminiftred from the Beginning to a Man and
his Houfe, and by fubftituting another Profeffion in
the place of it; a Profeflion that cannot intitle the
Profeflors to the {criptural brotherly Love as Saints
and Faithful in Chrift Jefus, or as the fpiritual Ifrael.
Whereas the true primitive Profeflion of the Faith
gives the Profeflor and his Houfe, his Children, the
Charalter of boly,.and admits them to Baptifm. And
we fee unfeigned Faith defcending from a Parent to
her Child and Grandchild, 2 Zim. 1. 5. Yet, if the
Parent apoftatize, he forfeits that Charaéter, as ma-
ny did - from the Beginning: And, if the Children
becomne adult, notadhering to the baptiimal Profef-
fion, they have no more the Charalter of boly ; but
then they are no more the Infants of a believing Pa-
rent 3 while, according to Scripture, we muft look
on the Children of believing Parents, dying m In-
fancy, as dying in the Lord.

SECT. V. Sbewing that tbe Apofiles, minding the
Lord®s Admonition as to Infants, and primitive Cbri-
Jhians long afier tbem, did mot [cruple upon baptizing
them ; and that it was the Praélice in the firf} Ages.

%

F we believe Chrift faithful as the Son over his own
Houfe, we muft take the Revelation of his Mind
and Will as he js pleafed to give it, without prefcri-

C2 bing
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bing to him the Manner in which he fhould make his
Will known ; like the Jews, who, being unwilling
to believe hlm to be the Mefliah, faid to him, How
long doft thou make us to doubt ? If thou be the C brzjf,
tell us plainly.

When the fame Temper from which the Scruples
at Infant-Baptiim now proceed, fhewed itfelf in his
Difciples, he was much difpleafed at it. The Difci-
ples rebuked thofe who brought Infants to him ; and
their Reafons for this could be no other but fuch as
are ftill ufed by thofe who now forbid them Baptifm.
And, in the Forefight of their felf-righteous and un-
merciful Principle touching Infants, forbidding them
the firft Sign of Union with him and his Church, out
of which there is no Salvation, and perverting the Scri-
ptures that fhew their Church-memberfhip, he faid,
Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid thens
not 5 for of fuch is the kingdom of God. Verily, I fay unto
you, wholoever fball not receive the kingdom of God as a
little child, be [ball not enter therein. .Andbe took them
up in bis arms, put bis bands on them, and bleffed them.
Thus he fecured the Church-memberfhip of Infants
before his Inftitution of Baptifm, and thus he prevent-
ed the Difputes that have arifen {ince about Infants;

thewing himfelf as the firft Patron of their Caufe, a-
gainft D1fc1ples oppofing their being brought to him.
The Apoftles kept this in mind when they execu-
ted his Commiffion to them for fetting up his King-
dom in the World: For they took in the Children
with their Parents, as we have feen 3 they preached
Salvation by Chrift to Men and their Houfes ; and
they baptized Believers and their Houfes, them and all
theirs. And they left Chriftian Infants (as holy) fo
in the Pofleffion of this Privilege of Chrift’s Circum-

- cifion, that there was never any Scruple moved a-
bout
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bout it, till the End of the fecond Century. And,
when we confider the Oppofition then made to it, we
thall fee how much it ferves to confirm it. We fhall
fee, that Chriftian Infants were then in poffeffion of
the Privilege of Baptifm ; and that the firft Obje-
. Ction made to it arofe out of a manifeft Departure
from what the Scripture teaches moft plainly about
Baptifm, as well as from the Scripture-dottrine of
the Grace of God.

Tertullian *, who wrote in the Conclufion of the
fecond Century, 1s the fir{t that moves an Objection
againft Infant-Baptifm. And he does this when
pleading for the Delay of Baptiim even to the Adules
For he would have the unmarried Profeflors of Chri-
{tianity to delay Baptiim, whether they be Virgins
or Widows, till they either marry, or be confirmed
in their Continency. He pleads for this Delay of
Bapti{fm, from the Prohibitions to lay on Hands fud-
denly, and to give that which is holy to Swine; and
this againit the plain Scripture-inftances of baptizing
ftraightway upon the firft Profeflion, which he fets
all afide as extraordinary Cafes: And therefore he
would have Baptifm delayed according to the Condi-
tion, Difpofition, and Age of each Perfon, And he
- infifts for the Delay, efpecially as to Infants, argu-
ing for 1t in this Manner: ¢ What Neceffity is there
¢¢ (fays he) for bringing the Sponfors into Danger,
«“ who, being themfelves mortal, may fail of per-
<¢ forming their Promifes, or may be beguiled by
¢ the Growth of an ill Difpofition? The Lord in-
¢ deed {ays, Forbid them not to come to me. L.et them
¢ come then when they grow up: Let them come
<« when they learn; when they are taught to what

¢¢ they fhould come. Let them be Chriftians Wil:m
- ¢t they

¥ De Baptiimo, quzft. s.
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¢ they fhall be capable to know Chrift. Why does
¢« the innocent Age haften to the Remiffion of Sins?
«« We would act more cautioufly in fecular Affairs:
«¢ That, to whom the earthly Subftance is not given
¢« in truft, the divine fhould be intrufted! Le: them
<« know to feek Salvation, that you may appear to
<« have given it to one that feeks.” And, for the
Delay of Baptifm in general, he further fays, ¢ If a-
¢ ny underftood the Weight of Baptifm, they would
« rather fear the attaining of 1it, than the Delay.
s¢ Entire Faith 1s fecure of Salvation.”

Now, was not this Delay of Baptifm as exprefsly
contrary to the Scripture-example as any thing can
be ? and did, then, the firft Oppofition, that we
hear of among Chriftians, to Infant-Baptifim, arife
out of the Scriptures, or out of a flat Contradiction
to the plaineft Scripture?

And did not the Objeétion of this Forefather of
the Forbidders of Infants to come to Chrift, proceed
upon the Denial of original Sin, and the Need of
Remiffion to Infants ? And did it not plainly fuppofe,
that our Salvation lies in that about us which diftin-
guifhes us from our Infants ? and that it hinges upon

a Knowledge and a feeking of Salvation, and an En-
tirenefs of Faith, whereof Infants ar¢ incapable? If
it fhall be alledged, that he was not in this 2 Forefa-
ther to thofe few commonly called Free Grace Anaba-
- piifis, who are only to be regarded in this Queftion;
may we not then fay, if thefe indeed believe that they
cannot enter the Kingdom of God but as the Infants
enter, he was far more confiftent with himfelf than
they ?
But, pafiing this, does it not moft plainly appear,
from the Words of this firft Oppofer, that Chri-

ftian Infants were then in pofieffion of the Privilégef
0
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of Baptifm? And do not his own Words alfo fhew
the Faét, that it was maintained at that Time by the
Lord’s faying to his Dilciples, Forbid them not to
come to me 2 Which Saying this Man had the Bold-
nefs to turn off in a Manner wherein the Difciples
durft not, nor any one that trembles at the Worg of
God dares yet do. |
Though the Delay of Baptiim took glacc, contrary
to the Scripture, and gained much Ground among
Chriftians after the End of the fecond Century ; yet
“it 1s manifeft, from Cyprian’s ®* Writings about the
Middle of the third Century, that the Infants remain-
ed ftill in the Poffeflion of this their Privilege. Cy-
prian, and a Council of fixty fix Bifhops with himn,
differed from one Fidus, who queftioned if Infants
ought to be baptized before the eighth Day, 4s it was
in the Cafe of Circumcifion: And he contended a-
gainft this Fidus, that they may be baptized before
the eighth Day ; the Obfervation of which was a Type
that had its End in the coming of Chrift. On both
Sides of this Queftion, the Fact is evidently fuppo-
fed, that Infant-Baptifm was the common Praltice of

that Time: For upon this Fact the whole Queftion
goes. And from this it appears likewife to be Faét,

that, in this Time, before they had any Notion of
framing any national Church, like the Church of the
Old Teftament, they held Baptifm as coming in
place of Circumcifion to the Church of Chrift,

APPEN.

* Lib. 3. epift. 8.
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A PP E N DI X

Containing a Differtation on the Manner of Ba-
ptifin, and the Scripture-fenfe of the Word

Baptiim.
| ' likewife for a different Manner of baptizing
| from that which 1s commonly practifed :,
‘Which, according to them, cannot be called Baptifm :
becaufe it does not at all fignify and reprefent Union
or Communton with Chrift in his Death and Burial,
by Immerfion, or plunging or dipping in Water ; nor
in his RefurreCtion, by emerging or rifing up from
under the Water : and becaufe it does not at all an-
fwer to the very Senfe and Ufe of the Word Baptifm,
which fignifies Dipping, Immerfion, or Plunging.
But, on the other hand, 1t is pleaded, that this
cannot appear from the Scripture to be the very
-Senfe and Ufe of the Ward Baptifim there.  For the
beft Way to find the Senfe of this Word, as applicd
to the Cafe of baptizing Chriftians, is to obferve how
the Scripture applies it to other Cafes; and, by this
way, the Scripture-fenfe of itis found to be wathing,
however that be done, - For thus it is applied, Mark
Vil. 2. 3. 4. 5. And when they faw fome of bis diftiples
cat bread with common, that is to fay, with unwidifben
bamds, they found fault. For the Pbharifees, and all
the Fews, except with the fifp they wafb hands, eat
not, holding the sradition of the elders. -And from the
market, if tbey are not BAPTIZED *, they eat not.
And many other things there be, which they bave re-
cesved

HE Oppofers of Infant-Baptifm contend

* Compare Luke xi. 38, in the Greek,
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eeived to bold, the B apTisMs of cups and of pots,
and of brazen wveflels, and of tables, or Beds. Then
the Pharifees and fcribes afked bim, Why walk not thy
difciples according to the tradition of the elders, bui eat
oread with unwafben bands 7 Who fees not, that Bz-
ptifms here has the very fame Import with #7z/bing,
and that it 1s placed in this Paflage as anothcr Word
for Wafbing? And how can it -then be faid, that
Wathing is not to be called Baptifim, except it be
done by Immerfion? For were not the Prophct’s
Hands wathed, by his Servant®s pouring Water on
them ¢ and are not the drvers Purifications of the
firft SanCtuary called Baptifins, Heb. ix. 10.? Sece
the Greek. '

In the Cafe of the Chriftian Baptifm, Wathing
ftands often in the New Teftament as another Word
for 1t, and as declaring the Import and Senfe of it
which may be feen in thefe Inftances: Epb. v. 26.
Y be wafbing of water. Heb. x. 22. Our bodies wafb-
ed with pure water. ‘Tit. ul. 5. The wafbing of rege-
nergtion. 1 Pet.ul.21. The putting away of the filth
of the flefb. Aclts xxil. 16. Arife, and be baptized,
and wafb away thy fins. 1Cor.vi. 11. But ye are
wafbed. From thefe it may appear, that, according;
to the Scripture-ufe of the Word Baptifin, Immer-
fion cannot be called Baptifm any otherwife than as
it 18 a Mode of wathing with Water. |

‘The Ancients, who added {everal Ceremonies to
the fimple Inftitutions of Chrift, and found out {pi-
ritual Meanings to them, amongft other Rites added
to Baptdm, ufed this of dipping thrice. But they did
not proceed fo far in- this \éay, as to deny, that
Wafthing with Water in any other Way is Baptiim :
For they ufed klinick Baptifm ; and furely baptizing

a2 fick Man in his Bed, was not burying him under
Water.




[ 26 }

Water. Wafhing with Water, then, was from the
B-ginning the Sign in Baptiim, in whatever Way,
or after whatfoever Mode it was done.

The common Way of baptizing is not by {prin-
kling, as has been always falfely alledged 1n this Con-
troverfy ; but by pouring Water from the Hand of
the Baptizer upon the Baptized. And this anfwers
exactly to a Scripture-fenfe of the Word Baptifm -
For, in the Scripture, pouring the Holy Ghoft on
Men 1s the fame as baptizing them with the Holy
Ghoft; as, when the Difciples were daptized, on the
Day of Pentecoft, with the Holy Ghoft, and with fire,
according to the Prediltion of Fobn Baptiff, and of
the Lord, Peter {aid upon it, This is that which was
Jpoken by the Prophet Foel,—1I will pour out of my [pi-
rit upon all flefb : — and on my fervants, and on my
bandmaidens I will pour out in thofe days of my [pi-
rit.—And baving received of the Fatber the promife of
the Holy Ghoft, be bath poured out this, which ye now
~ fee and bear. We may alfo perceive Baptifm with
Water, and with the Holy Ghoft, both foretold by
the Prophet Zfaiah, (Chap. xliv. 3.), 1n thefe Words:
For 1 will pour water on bim that is thirfly, and
floods upon the dry ground: I wil] pour my [pirit uposm
thy feed, and my bleffing upon thine offspring : and they
Shall fpring up, &c. For our Lord points to this Pal-
fage, when, {peaking of that {piritual Seed {pringing
up, jfobn i1, 5. he fays, Except & man be born of
water, and the Spirit. Now, if the Scripture calls
pouring forth the Holy Ghoft on Men, baptizing
them with the Holy Ghoft; then pouring forth Wa-
ter on Men, i1s baptizing them with Water in the
Scripture-ufe of the Word Baptifm. Again, the
Scripture fays, Chrift was baptized with a Bapti/m,
which was at his Death; but that Baptilm was by
| Water
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Water and Blood, poured forth from his pierced Side
upon his dead Body ; and there was no dipping there.
And our Communion with Chrift, and Contormity
to him in his Death and Burial, and 1n his Refur-
retion, is by the renewing of the Holy Ghoft, which is
poured out on us, as the Water in the wafbing of rege-
neration, ‘Tit. 1. 5. 6.—He faved us by the wafbing
of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Gholt 5 which
be poured out on us abundantly, through fefus Chrife
our Saviour.

If it can be inferred from the Thing fignified in
Baptifm, (as exprefled, Rom. vi. 3. 4. 5. and Co/.
11, 11. 12, 13.) that the Wafhing muit be by bury-
ing under Water, and raifing up again; then it can
alio, by the fame Rule, be inferred from the Thing
fignified in Baptifm, (as exprefled, Heb. x. 22.) that
the Wathing muft be by {prinkling; becaufe the
Thing fignified, as exprefled there, together with
the Sign of wathing with Water, 1s fprinkling our
bearts from an evil confcience. But, 1f we look on the
Will of the Inftitutor, exprefled in his Word, as the
{ole Ground of the Relation betwixt the Signs 1n Ba-
ptiim and the Loord’s Supper, and that which is figni-
fied by them ; we will not look for any fuch Simi-
litude 1n thefe inftituted Signs, as we do in Pictures
or Images. The Similitude or Likenefs that the A-
poftle fpeaks of, Rom. vi. 1s not at all faid by him
to lie in the Sign or Manner of Wathing: For he
tells us plainly wherein lies the Likenefs of Chrift’s
Refurre¢tion, wherein we are planted by Bapti{m ;
he fays, That like as Chrit was raifed up from the
dead,— even fo we alfo fbould walk in newnefs of life.
And, juft {o, according to the Apoftle, the Likenefs
of his Death muift be our being dead with Chrift to
Sin, having our old man crucified with bim, tbat the

body
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body of fin might be defiroyed: But let us {uppofe,
that being buried with bim in baptifm, i1s an Allufion
to the Mode of wathing by Immerfion; and what
thall we then make of 1t? {eeing we allo find even
the Way of purifying by {prinkhng alluded to in the
Cafe, and yet more frequently the Manner of wafh-
ing by pouring on Water. Shall we fay upon 1it,
that the Scripture confines us {o to any one Manner
ot wathing, that anather Way of it cannot at all
be called Baptiim? And when our Communion with
Chrift in his Death and Refurretion, whereby we
are faved, 1s only by pouring out on us the renewing
of the Holy Ghoft; fhall we fay, that this cannot be
fignihied 1n Baptifm by pouring Water on us? and
{hall we deny that this is Baptifm ?

The Confidence of {ome in this Matter is the more
unaccountable, that they cannot be ignorant, it is im-
poflible to thew, from the particular Accounts of the
Lord’s Baptifm, and the Eunuch’, that either of
them were baptized otherwife than by pouring Wa-
ter on them from the Hands of the Baptizers. For if
it {hould be inferred, from the Eunuch’s going down
into the Water, and coming up out of it, (as it is
alfo faid our Lord did), that he was plunged ; the
fame muit alfo be {aid of Philip the Baptizer ; for the
Words are, They went down both into the water, both
Poiitp and the eunuch 5 and he baptized bim. And
when they were come up out of the water. 1If thefe
Words fay any thing of dipping the Baptized, they
{ay full as much of dipping the Baptizer. But, to
any Man that 1s capable to underftand any Words,
theie Wards plainly fay, That betng bapuzed with
Water, 1s another Thing than going down into the
Water, and coming up out of it,

The End.
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