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PREFACE to the Tairp EbpIiTION,

an enxine of their dominion, almoit every attempt to

tluftrate the truh and peculiar excelience of that religion
hath been obnoxious to very obvious imputations. And
many {hewinga readinefs to allow the ciergy, whether reign-
ing, or only vet afpiring to be, according to their claim, the
genuine {ucceffors of the apoitles and arft minifters of the
gofpel, have fondiy embraced fo plaufible an occafion for in-
{inuating, that thefe two very difierent forts of men have
been all along of the fame ftamp, znd aétuated by the fame
views from the beginning;—to the no fmall reproach of
the Chriftian religion, =~

But if the true genius and tendency of that religion, ex-
hibited fairly only in the INew I'eftament, be duly attended

to, it will be found, that the Chriflian caufe and that of
the clergy form two very different, yea, two very oppofite
intcrelts, which, from the commencement of the oppofiticn,
have been all along very holtile toward each other.

This oppofition hath been more efpecially manifeft fince
the {cripture began to be publifhed in the feveral languages
of Europe. As that book hath proved the great inftruaient
in the hand of Providence for breaking their kingdom, filling
it with darknefs, and obliging them, however relu&ant,
gradually to lower their pretenfions; {o they have looked
with amoft invidious eye on the increafe of knowledge arif-
ing from that book, efpecially while fapping the founda-
tions of their kingdom, it hath ferved to difclofe, in its pri-
mitive luftre, the ancient doctrine of the kingdom of heaven,
io much iniifted on by the Author of the Chriftian religion.

It {fenfibly touches them tofind their yoke caft off by many,
who, allowing Chriftianity to be fuch as they-exhibit it,
have found a plaufible pretext for avowing their averfion
to that religion altogether. Yet, in this regard, they re-
ceive fome confolation, by refleting, that their credit finks
along with that of Chriftianity itfelf,

But what muft grieve them {till more fenlibly is, to find
themielves forfaken and oppofed by others, who maintain,
and what is worfe, by what has hitherto appeared, have
unan{werably proved, from the very book whence they

(the clergy) have fo long derived their lmportance, that

A 3 Chrnift’s

S [ N CE Chriftianity, by the addrefs cf the clergy, became
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Chrifl’s kingdom is quite a different thing from theirs, and
that the very Author of the Chriftian religion hath devoted
to deftruction their kingdom, which heis now evidently faft
confuming by his word and providence.

Freethinkers provoke their followers to throw off the
clergy’s yoke by the fear ot a temporary laugh ; but Chnit
moves his followers to turn away trom them by a much
more weighty coni:deration, even the fear of everlafting
fhame and contempt.

Thofe who underftand the difference between Chrift’s
kingdom and that of the Clergy, muft {ee, that it is the in-

s terci of the latter to deceive. ‘I he truth on which Chniit’s
kingdom 1s built, couléﬂgever be the foundation of theirs; yet

w1 it ey, e o,

that both have one foundation, muft be pxetegdcd 'T'he pre-
tence cannot be kept up wnthout fome Form or likenefs of
what is pretended to. As thercfore it was neceflary to the
rife of the clergy’s kingdom, that the divine truth fhould be
changed into a lie, fo it concerns all who would {tudy the
fupport of that kmordom, to prevent as much as poffible the
unpoiicion from bunﬂr pezct 1vcd It 1s allowed that many,
while impoling on othe rs, are at the fame time lmpofed On
themfelves. The fcrlptule pomtmor at the means by which
Chriftianity would be iepaxated from the crofs, and the
clergy’s kingdom ercéted, acquaints us, that this would take
place by 2 gnadual progrds of men waxmg worfe and worfe,
and a circulation of decciving and being dleceived.— 1t belongs
however to every friend of the truth to dete& the 1mpoﬁ-—
tion, and expofe the deceit wherever he can find it, let the
heavieft part of the guilt fall where 1t may.

Now, that the clergy’s kingdom 1s falling, 1t highlyv con-
cerns all who have any taite for that kingdom which can-
not be moved, that a fair and open appeal to the {criptures
thould be urged and carried on with all freedom. As the
writer hath got the fatistaction of finding that thefe Letters
have been in fome meafure fubfervient to this end, he con-
cludes this preface with his hearty wifh, that far and wide
may the controverfy fpread, whether by means of his or

any other pen, and let every man judge for himfelf.

“' PR E-



PREFACE to the Second Edition.

T is not unfrequent for writers, in {ubfe-

quent Editions, to congratulate themielves
and their readers on the favourable reception of

the firit. fhouﬂ'h the writer of thefe Letters
1s not authori! d on tnis occaﬁon, to proceed
altogether in common f{t:ic, yet he may be al-
lowed to exprefs himfelf uc.ry well {atisfied with
the reception he has got. He has obtained,
what has been thought no bad reward even fcr
poetry, which, fays a renowned poet,

[f ’tis truly good,
Is beft rewarded when beft undc,rﬁood

He has had the fatisfaction to find, that his
leading {cope has been as generally underftood,
as could well be expeéted of a fubject deftined to
be the object of envy and difguft 1n every na-
tion; yea, {o generally, that even thofe who
have thou oht fit to declare publicly, that, upon
reading the whole performance, they were not
able to collect a fingle 1dea from it, have at the
fame time acknowledged, that it occafioned
‘them no fmall fretfulnefs and difguft ;—an ef-
fect neither uncommon nor i1mproper for the
cgofpel to have on its opponents. Men are
commonly much more chagrined at {tubborn
truth, than at the nonfenie and folly of their
neig! hbours.  For it is an oid maxim, That we
“ {ufier fools gladly, knowing ourfelves to be
“ wife.”

Genuine Chriftranity muft always appear as

an 1nfult on the tafte of the public, yea, the
A 4 moit
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moft refpectable part of the public, and that in
the moft 10 portant marters This, 1t 1s evi-

dent, muil be the cafe, {o long as fhe bears for

her motto. Tlot wk zcb s tughbly efteemed among
men 15 abominat oit 1n iie fight of God; and while,
as a proper counterpart to this, her favourite
topic 1s to thew, That the char acter which was,
and ftill continues to be ** difallowed of men, 1s
chofen of God, and piecious 1n his fight.” On
this account, her prefence every where awakens
averfion and d:iguft. Yet fhe 1s a tree of life
to them that lay hold upon her, and happy is
every one that retaineth her.  And though her
enemies will always find caule to defpife her, yet
{he will ever be juftified of all her children.
Being a {tranger {rom above, come to vifit
the earth for the benefit of men, and having
no other errand than to diftnbute the bounty
of heaven among the indigent, fhe can have no
intereft of her own to promote by the aid of
men. Accordingly fhe never makes her court
to thofe who are beft capable of introducing her
into the good graces of the public. She ever
wears a benign aipect to the deftitute, and,
with her richeit {miles, diffufes joy among her
dependents ; while fhe looks with an eye of
{tcady neglc& and contempt on all who pre-
tend abil 1ty to bring her any additional orna-
ment or umportance. She comes not to call
the rightecous, but finners to repentance. She
« flls thehungry with good things, and {ends the
rich empty away.” Yea, her {teady contempt
of the latter is highly fer viceable to afcertain and
enhance her kindly regard to the former.

Though
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Though fhe has no reverence for the names
of greateft repute im the werld ; yet {he aims
not to change or reverle the order wheremn the
charaCers of men are ranked in the eftimation
of the public. She never infinuates, that pub-
licans and harlots have as good a claim to the
public efteem, as decent and devout Pharifees :
(he only declares ‘¢ that the former go nto the
kingdom of heaven before the latter; and that
there are many, who are firft in this world,
who fhall be laft 1n the next.” So that, though
her language and temper muft always be moft
provoking to thoie of firft repute, as bearing

|

hardeft on their pretenficns as to the kingdom
of heaven, yet the never difputes their claim to
precedence 1 the kingdoms of this world.
Yea, the very nature ot her oppoiition to them,
rather ferves in fome refpects to fupport that
claim. ‘ '
Having no political {cheme to promuote, fhe
is no murmurer at the badnels of the times,
nor joins ilue with thole wiho uree the difcon-
tented mnguiry, ¢ What 1s the ¢iufe that the
former times were better than th:{. ;”«—a fort of .
difcontent that points ultimately at thole in au- |
thority. For the fame reajon, fhe mterferes \
not with the ftate of religious paities, as having ?
any inclination to raie one to the deprefiion of !
another ; nor does (e Ipirit up any taction to
rival the Eftablifhed Chuich. -
As fhe propofes no bencit to bedies- politic,
{o fhe claims no diftinguithed privilege, vor
thinks herfelf any way mntitled to particular fa-
vour
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vour or encouragement from thofe in power.
Yet, as fhe 1s far from doing or intending any
hurt to {fuch focieties, (he has a right to tolera-
tion and fimple protection, in quality of a harm-
lefs {tranger. 1f fhe 1s refufed this, fhe rebels
not, but {uffers patiently, or retires peaceably
She 15 a zealous afierter of liberty, yet {he
dogmatizes with the greatelt aifurance.— As
fhe aflumes no juridiCtion herleif over thole
who defpife her inftruZticn, io neither 1s the
defirous to draw upon them tiae frown of thofe
in authority.  Yea, fhe irowns with indigna-
tion at ail who would thus befriend her. Her

open declaration on this head runs thus: < If
‘“ any man hear my words, and believe not, I

¢« judge him not: for I came not to judge the
‘“ world, but to fave the world. He that rejeét-
““ eth me, and receiveth not my words, hath
*“ one that judgeth him : the word that I have

{poken, the {ame fhall judge him 1n the laft

day.” Thus we fee at one view how zealous
fhe 1s for liberty, and at the fame time how
pofitive and peremptory in dictating.

As {he comes not to ofter problems to exer-
cife the wit of man, bur to deciare divine truth,
fhe boidy, cn the part of heaven, denounces her
anathema againft all who oppofe or corrupt
that truth. Had {he brought le{s ftrength of
evidence, and aflirmed with lefs aflfurance, fhe
would have been more acceptablie to the wiie
and prudent ; but then, at the fame time, fhe
would have yielded fo much the lefs comfort to

the weak, the foolilh, and the deftitute. For
it
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it 1s well known, that when the heart of man
comes to fink undcer its proper waknel, (and
the ttoutelt heart foon or iate grows weak) no-
thing lefs can then {upport 1t, than the all-
commanding evidence and authority of divine
undeniable truth.——When many ot her profeis-
ed fons began to think of eftabhfhing their
own 1mportance and pre-eminence, they affet-
ed to imitate her aflurance in dogmatizirg, and
uttering anatbemas infupport of I'radition, and
the decifions of human wildom. And the ef-
fect at lalt was, their hurting and deftroying
one another’s bodies; a firiking fign of the {p1-
ritual death attending {fuch apoftaiy. But now
we muft confider them as under a foreign in-
fluence, even that of the {trange woman, againft
whom the following caveat 1s given : ¢ Let
‘“ not thine heart dechize to her ways; go not
« aftray i her paths.  For {he hath caft down
‘“ many wounded : yea many {trong men have
““ been {lain by her. Her houfe 1s the way to
‘“ hell, going down to the chambers of death.”
— It would feem then to be a thing peculiar to
genuine Chniliianity, to dogimatize tenacioudly,
and at the fame timc to be an unreferved friend
to liberty and humanity. And thus at once {he
preferves the dignity of her character both in
refpect of heaven and ecaith, wile, ficady to
divine truth, {he tiews all meekneis toward all
men. ;
Ever condefcending to the needy, fhe never
fawns on theie who locok above her: never
aims, by foftening matters, to deprecate their
difpleafure ;
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difpleafure ; but defpifing them herfelf, er:cou-
rages her children to do the {fame; faying with a
determinate voice, Let them alone, &c. As for
all thofe, who, {tanding above the level of her
dependents, would yet claim kindred to her, fhe
addreflesthem only with {piritual weapons, mighty
fo pull down. In general, as fhe needs not the
applaufe of mulutudes to fupport her caufe, the
never affe¢ts to gam ground upon men 1n the
way of {oothing any of their prejudices by the
arts of eloquence. Yet her adverfaries, even by
their oppofition, are frequently {ubfervient to
the progrefs of her benevolent defign. Nothing
more naturally haunts the heart of man than
the {enfe of blame, or the conviction of guilt:
yet to nothing does his heart make a more vi-
oorous reflftance thanto fuch conviction. Now,
{he, 1in a way pecuhar to herfelf, teftifies of the
world, that their works are evil ; yea, 1n fuch a
manner, as {tings even the men of beft repute,
in the tendereft part. Thus fhe awakens the
hatred of the world. And the noife thence
‘arifing, often ferves as an echo to publith and
fpread her teftimony, till 1t reach the ears of
the worthlefs, to whom it proves indeed to be
good tidings of great joy.—It may be obferved
here, that the moft cautious of her adverfaries,
the better to fecure their own quiet, are com-
monly the moft careful to make hittle noife with
their refentment againft her.

Moreover, there 1s, in human nature a cer-
tain principle, called 1n Latin odium tertiz, m
plain Englifh, the pleafure of {ceing our neigh-

bours

x11
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bours and rivals properly cenfured, which often
proves fubfervient to her friendly views. As her
oreat 21m 1s, to convince men of {in, and fhew
the neceflity of the divine ngnteoufnels the re-
ports men ferve her purpole by accufing and ex-
poiing one another. For however blind indivi-
duals may be to their own faults, they are com-
monly quick-fighted enough to thofe of others.
The fame holds true of different religious parties
{triving for prceminence in the world. Now,
however much fuch parties may be agreed in

their oppofition to the leading views of that

wifdom which comes from above, yet they often:
find her diétates ufetul to expofe the claims and

damp the confidence of each other. It fome-

times pieafes the Phariees, to hear her put to

filence the Sacducees; and the latter no lefs,

to hear her repel the high pretenfions of the

former; though, 1 the main, neither party

1s well fatisiied with the general ftrain of her

oppofition to the other, as finding but too often

occafion for the murmuring complaint, ¢ Thus
“ {faying, thou reproacheft us alio.” However,
while fuch parties itrive and joftle, they fre-
quently prove the happy means of awakening
attention to her falutary inftruction among
fome detached obicure individuals, little ac-
counted of by any party. So that {he is never
difconcerted 111 her grand defign, let noify par-
ties behave as tivey will,

Though the concurs not with any of the
parties afpiring after the public leading in reli-
glon, nor animates any of her children with

' fuch
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fuch emulation ; yet the forms a peculiar union
among her children. altogether upon the maxims
of the kingdom of heaven, teaching them to
love one another, and never to dream that their

the refurrec-

tion of the dead. =~ She animates them to mam-
tain, with tenacious and inflexible zeal, that
heavenly truth, which alfcertains the purity of
the divine charalter, 1n oppofition to all the
corruption of the world, even that truth which
1s the bond of their union, and the fource of
their common joy; whilie {he teaches them, as
to every thing human and {clfifh, or all things
within their own difpofal to be flexible, gra-
cious, and yielding, both among themielves
and toward all men. Well kiiowing, that the
truth which unites them will always expole
them to tiie hatied of the world, {te would have
them carcful, as much as m tnem lies, not to
dithonour their zrand coitrove:fy, by giving
men anv othe: occafion to reproach them. Ac-
cordingly, one of her faithful fons, after defcrib-
ing her oppotite, who aflumes her garb, as
earthly, feniual, and devilith, ogives her true
charaCter thus: The wifdom that 15 from above,
is firft pure, then peaceabie, gentle, and eafy to be in-
treated 5 full of mercy and gocd fruits, without par-
tiality, and without bypocrify.

Our moft ferious writers, from the leading
Churchman down to the loweft Dillenter, are
commonly very earneft in pomting out the pro-
pereft means to make Chnitianity FLOURISH
AND PREVAIL; fincerely regretting, at the fame

time,

. -+
-

caufe can flourith and prevail till
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time, the unhappy obftacles that retard an event
which appears to them, 1n {fo many refpects,
truly grand and defirable. The two fhining
expreffions 1n the laft period the rather deferve
a mark of diftin¢ion, as they make a part of
the lonz eftablithed and moft univerfally ap-
proved fiile in rehgious writings. For how-
ever much Chriftian writers differ among them-
{feives, they are generally agreed in being dif-
pofed, each in his way, to contribute their ut-
moft, that Chrifhlanity may flourtth and pre-
vail. The reafon 1s obvious. Multitudes, not
much concerned to know what Chriftianity 1s;
are eafily 1ntoxicated with the fond notion of a
flourifhing and prevailing caufe. What flou-
rithes and prevails 1n the earth, will always
draw the admiration of the world, even as its
prevalence muft be owing to its coincidence
with the tafte of the worid. The Jews, who
had no tafte for the appearance of jefus of Na-
zarcth, were yet {trongly poflcfied with the fond
profpect of a flourifhing and prevailing Meihah.
And we {hould wrong them much, 1if we did
not {uppole them equally capable as our mo-
derns, of embellifthing that profpect with all the
grand 1deas of “ judgment running down as a
{ftream, righteoufnefs and piety oveifpreading
the earth,” &c.—On this head it may fuffice to
add, that Jefus, perceiving one of his moft zea-
tous diiciples tainted with the leading {entiment
of his countrymen, feverely rebuked him, as
influenced by Satan in that {entiment, as an of-
fence to him, and as favouring, *“ not the things
that be of God, but thofe that be of men.”

It
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- It has already been noticed, that the fcope of
thefe Letters hasbeen pretty generallyunderftood.
The writer has likewife had accefs to obferve
his reflections on the afpect the religious world
bears to the apoftolic gofpel, notably confirmed.
"In both thefe refpelts, the general conduét and
language of his readers ferve greatly to keep
him in countenance. While he perceives his
notion of the apoftolic gofpel oppofed by the
fame temper and difpofitions that oppofed that
gofpel when firft preached, he finds, at one
view, both that his defign 1s underftood, and
that his refle€tions are verified. And thus he
is furnifhed with freth evidence, ferving to con-
firm him 1n the perfuafion, that his notion of
the gofpel 1s a juft and true one.

The remarks of his readers generally concur
1n this, that his {cheme will zever take. Thus it
appears, they underftand as much about 1t, asta
perceive wherem 1t difters from every fcheme
fitted to flouriflh and prevail in the world, And
to underitand that fuch a fcheme will never
take, is, with the bulik of people, found a fuf-
ficient reafon to reject it, eitheras falfe or foolifh.

—To this way of thinking they are accul-
tomed, by having frequent occalion to perceive
the manifeft abfurdity of adopting any political
{cheme, which yields no profpect of 1ts ever
{ucceeding or prevailing —Befides, as to reli-
gion, we may eafily perceive numbers of people,
having no great tafte for 1t at preflent, who yet
{hew a readinefs to di‘clofe their zeal for 1t, {a
{foon as it fhall be in a more flourifhing condi-

flon ;
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_tion; that is, fo foon as the realons of their
prefent coolnefs are removed, and the endear-
ing motives in profpect have begun to exert
their influence. To this oblervable difpofition
in mankind, we may, 1n a great meafure, at-
tribute the fuccefs which many preachers have
had in awakening an occafional fondnefs for re-
ligion among the inhabitants of whole regions,

while they have been exerting their eloquence

to give them a prelibation of happier times.
To the fame purpofe with what 1s above
noted, it has been obferved, that the ftrain of
writing in thefc Letters can never ferve to pro-
mote the _interefl of religion. ‘This obfervation
likewife (héws the attention of the reader : and
it readily calls to mind the reafon why the Jews
were {o averfe to the claim of Jefus to be the

Mefliah. The whole tenor of his language,

temper, and conduct, appeared to them fo much

the reverfe of being fit to promote the intereft
of religion, that, for the fake of that very in-

tereft they confpired againft him ; as they did

afterward, on the fame account, againft his

apoftles. Nor did the Chriftian caufe begin to
flourith and prevail in the world, till the Chrif-
tian leaders began to be more concerned about
the intereft of religion, than about the truth of
the gofpel 1n 1ts native fimplicity : yea, 1n our
own country, matters have proceeded fo far,
that many zealous Proteftants, moved with the
deepeft concern for the intereft of religion, have
-bound themfelves by oath, to extirpate {fuch as
4\ maintained
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‘maintairied the heavenly nature of Chrift’s kingy
‘dom, and the anctent Chrlﬁlan order.—But,
‘more particularly,
" 'The writer has had the fatisfaion to find,
that he has been pretty generally underftood on
“the doétrine of faith. The ferment of the re-
‘ligious keeps him in countenance here. Here
‘15 a book, faysone, writ to decry all pradtical
- godlinef$ ; another, he gives a very lame ac-
count of faith ; a third, he makes nothing at all
~of faith, he makes it a mere non-entity ; a
fourth, the faith of devils ! Hence it appears,
that the writer’s do€trine has been as well un-
‘derftood as the gofpel can well be fuppofed to
be by thofe who diflike 1it.  As his obvious and
“often-declared aim was, to transfer the whole
ftrefs commonly laid on faith and its achings,
-1n the matter of juftification, to the fimple truth
‘known or believed, even that fame truth which-
is the object of envy, and fource of torment to
‘devils; how could his opponents, or thofe who
1mpugn the all-fufficiency of the bare truth, to
‘Juftity and give peace of confcience, more clearly
“have fhewn their apprehenfion of his meaning?
" As for thofe who incline to wink hard, left they
fhould fee too much, and, for want of a better
~way of fhewing their dlﬂu(e, {till affe&t to fay,
they do not under{tand him, 1t1s prefumed they
-might learn to exprefs their meaning more pro-
- perly, from the vulgar ftory of the Quaker’s re-<
ply to his creditor, who, meeting him at una-

wares, complamed he could not find him at
' home,
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_home, when he formerly came in queft of him.
The reply was, ‘¢ 1did {ee thee, but I did not

love thee.” However, allowing them to ufe

their own fliile, we are commonly at no great
lofs to guefs his meaning, who has no other re-

ply to give his neighbour, urging upon him g

mortifying truth, than, ¢ 5ir, 1 do not under-

{tand you.”

A cry has been raifed again{t thele Letters, as
if they meant to determine the future ftate of
{fome perfons whofe doctrine 1s cenfured 1n them,
Though the writer 1s {fenfible, that none but the
more weak and foolifh can {erioully hearken to
{fuch a cry; yet he 1s likewife fenfible, that the
wife, for their own ends, often indulge and en-
courage the foolifh m believing what they
themielves fee no foundation for ; therefore, as
he 1s perfuaded, that the latcer have as much
concern with the gofpel as the former, he thinks
it proper to inform them, that when once men
have wrote bocks, fo acquired an exiftence as au-
thors, they never die in that capacity, till their
books are forgot, or have loit all influence ; con-
fequently, till that time happen, they lie equally
expofed to every one’s cenfure or applaufe, as
public edifices, ftatues, or pictures. —The zea-
lous cry in favour of the dead, n this cafe, i1s
well known, by all peopie of mnddhng reflec-
tion, to have no force, no pertinent meaning in
1t, furcther than as i1t refents an miule thewn to
the reigning tatte of the hiving.  All tuch hke-

- wile knew, that the names of authors and pub-
A 2 lic
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lic fpeakers, dead or living, are, on all hands,
conveniently ufed, as the readieft index to va-
rious points of doctrine, and particular branches
of the public tafte, when there 1s not the re-
moteft intention to determine about any man’s
future ftate.—Yea, the writer 1s fo far from
having any occafion to {tand upon the defenfive
here, that he has in readinefs enough, and more
‘than enough, to put all his opponents to the
blufh, 1f they are capable of 1t. He has warmly
oppofed, with arguments hitherto unanf{wered,
all thofe eminent preachers who grudge mercy
to the greateft finners, even at the laft hour:
and though he has reafon to conclude enemies
to mercy to be none of theleaft {inners; yet he
has no where grudged, bur, on the contrary, ex-
prefsly maintained the freedom of mercy, even
to them at the clofe of life. The open f{tate
of the fact then {upports him 1n athirming, that .
he has fhewn a more benevolent temper to fuch
preachers, than they to their feilow creatures.
But what avails 1t to the reader, what fort of
men are either they or the writer? The great
queftion that concerns thereader 1s, What s di-
vine truth ? If he has found that, he may boldly
fay, ¢ Let God be true, and every man a liar.”
—But to proceed:

Ir the writer, when he compofed his Letters,
needed any further evidence to fupport the ve-
hemence of his ftile againft the teachers and
people moft expoled to his cenfure, he has got
it apuadantly now. ‘The main force of his cen-

fure
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fure turned upon this, That he confidered them
as enemies to his notion of the gofpel, or of what
faves men: and now, fince his book was pub-
lithed, he has got manifold recent proofs oftheir
enmity to that notion : and what 1s remark-
able 1n this cafe 1s, that thofe fame peopie who
avowedly oppofe that notion, complain loudly,
as 1if their favourite authors were highly injured,
by being charged as oppofers of that fame no-
tion. Thus their oppofition to the docltrine
maintamed 1in the Letters, while it operates in
fuch indire¢t ways, bears the manifeft badge of
oppofition to truth.. Now, though fome dili-
gent obferver fhould be able to make it appear,
that the writer has miftaken any one or all of
their favourite authors, 1n {uppofing their no-
tion of the gofpel, or of faith, differed from his;
yet {till it remains clear as funfhine, that fuch
people act an abfurd part, 1n calling it injurious
to cenfure fuch authors, yea to cenfure them
feverely, 1f 1t be true, that there 1s but one fasth
that faves men. Yea turther, though the writer
himfeif fhould, upon more careful inquiry, find
that thofe authors agrée with his own notion of
faith, ftill he would have reafon to rejec¢t them
as the favourite authors of fuch people; or, in
other words, he would have reafon to rejeét
them in the fenfe wherein they are at bottom
underftood and admired by fuch people. —The
‘writer profefies to agiee with the apolitles, fo do
thefe people, fo alflo do Roman Catholics and
Scotch covenanters; but when they and he come

4 3 1o
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to explain them{elves, they differ about the fenfe
of almoft every notable expreflicn 1n the apo-
ftolic writings: yea, the apoftles themfelves are
confidered by fome people as {o many popes or
cardinals, or rather as {o many deities; and by
others as fo many political projectors of plans
for national churches, and the dominion of the
clergy; while the writer confiders them only as
{o many felf-denied witnefles for a truth, which
neither flatters the pride of any man, nor yet
vields any proipect of 1ts ever prevailing in the
world.—The like turn of refleCtion may eafily
be extended to the difierent notions men have
of the charater of the Melfliah. '

Remarkable has been the zeal for piety and
Eolinefs, which the doctrine exhibited in thefe
I.etters has awakened 1in the minds of the reli-
gious. Thedoctnne of unlimited mercy, {corn-
ing all the boafied dittictions among men,
feldom or never fails to move the {pleen of thofe
who plume themielves molt on their devout
character, and have the words prety, bolinefs, and
the like, moflt famihiar in thenr mouths. The
zeal of the moft forward of this clafs, however
much reftiained m this land of liberty, does yet
fufficiently thew 1tleif to be of the fame nature
with the vaunted holinefs of thofe who {aid,
« For a good work we {tone thee not,” but—
for what ? 110 one word, for impiety.

The writer has of late got many recent
proo's, clearly thewing, how much our mo-
dein Pharilces reverence their renowned rabbies

above
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above the feriptures. He has got abundant
reajon to conclude, that they would eafily have
indulged him in ufing great freedom with the
gofpel, had he only fhewn greater deference to
the revered names of the demi gods of his coun-
try. Moreover, by the general ftupid furprife
which they have openly avowed at the notion
of a devout path to hell, they have thewn them-
{elves no leis inattentive to the New Tefta~
ment, than their anceftors were to the Oid,
who had the atlurance to lay, Search, and hok,
for out of Galilee arifeth no proplbet; though their
own fcriptures thewed not only that the greas
light was to fhine 1n Galilee, but alfo, that the
firft prophet who preached repentance to the
Gentiles, (even Jonah, whom Chrift referred to
as his correfponding fign,) was a Galilean.—
As to the notion of a devout path to hell, the
paflages afcertaining anddefcribing {fuch a notion
are too numerous to be quoted here. Buat if
any of our modern Fharitees fhould think the
in(iuiry worth their while, they may coniult a
concordance, at the word Herr. He who has
not a concorcance, may read the 23d chapter
of Matthew’s gofpel.

The writer has no reafon to be chagrined at
~his readers. He 1s fenfible, he 1s by far too
{mall an object for the refentment they have
fhewn. That which provokes them is well
able to bear all the weight of their refentment.
The caufe 1s far from being-his. He was never
worthy to ftand among the meaneft retainers

{o
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to 1t: nor would 1t fuffer any lofs by the want
of him; he only would be the lofer.—He is
'hkeW1fe {enfible, it would be very foolith 1n
him,” to attempt, by any reconciling methods,
to footh or allay that refentment ; bemg per-
fuaded, that the voice of Him, who at the be-
ginmng of the world, ranging mankind into
two clafles, faid, I wiLL pPuT ENMITY, &c.
will as certamly have i1ts conftant effet to the
end of 1t, as the Word which at firft feparated
the waters from the dry land.—And though
‘the caufe of the difallowed Meffiah * will never

prevail

* It may not be improper here to take fome notice of a
“memorable faying ufed by Chrift for the inftruction of his
difciples, when they were anxious about how and where
his kingdom was to appear, and after he had given them
~various cautions againit impofition on that head. The
faying runs thus. ¢ Wherefoever the carcafs is, there
‘¢ will the eagles be gathered together.” Nothing could
be more fitly chofen, than this {imilitude, to fhew his dif-
ciples, how he would always be difallowed of men, yet pre-
cious to them that believe. W hat more naufeous to men,
and what more inviting to eagles, than an expofed carcafs?
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