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Chriftian Reader.
AFter I bad, for fome Time, becn led 2nto con-

tending for Church Communzon, npon tle Foot-

2128 of a covenanted Reformatioin, 2z the Way
of diffentzing from this prefenr national Church, 8
Plealed the Lovd, ar laft, graczoufly to open uiy
Eyes by the folbowing anonymous Letter, to fec the
myfterzous Vanzty of my Way, tlerefore I Fave
veckoned zt my Duty to publifb the Jame zi2 Prent,
borh for the Satisfaltion of my Acquaintaices, and
alfc boping, that, thro’ diviie Grace, it may be of
Uje to others, ezther for preventing from fallzng z7-
2o thar entrzcate Way, or for difinrangling out of z¢,
or for confirmeng zn2 the foitd Way of true Relegzon
andChurch Communion 5 wifbeng earneftly firch Fruzs

aiid Succefs thro’ the divine Bleffing, 1bid you bears
t2ly farewel,
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D. S.
L EASE confider, without Prejudice,
| thefe two Places of the divine Oracles, Fobiz
Xviil. 36, 3%.and Hebr. viii. 6, §5¢. and, at
the fame Time, confider, that there can be
no clear Scripture Warrant produced under the New
Teftament for religious national Covenants, in order
to the Advancement of Chrift’s Kingdom by civil
Power, and thereby you will fee, that he thinks not
unfcripturally, whoever is not {atisfied with {uch co-
venanting upon thefe Grounds, till 1t appear from
the Word, that the Kingdom of Heaven, or New
Teftament Church, 1s an earthly Kingdom, and
founded upon the Light and Law of Nature, and
the Power of the human Free-will, whatever has
been {aid of the Inconfiftency of fuch covenanting,
and a State of the Church and Commonwealth to-
gether, arifing thereupon, with the Nature of that
Kingdom and the Goipel Revelation, will hold
good. IMany Arguments have been brought to this
Purpofe, but nonc of them have inftrulted it to my
Satisfaétion, nor to yours, if you confider
1. That the great Argument proving that there
muft be a Covenant now, according to the Covenant
which the Lord made with the Nation of ffirael at
Sz12az, which was fo trequently renewed by Ifirgel
atter their Backilidings, proves what the Spirit of
God éxprelly denies, Hebr. viii. 9. Noz according te
the Covenant thar 1 made woith their Fatbhers, &c.
And, in that Context, you fee the Lord’s Covenant
1s now with all them and them only that have his
Laws written in their Hearts, that know him, and
whofe Sins and Iniquities he remembers no more.
T'his was not the Calc of the typical I ation, nor is
it the Cafe with any Nation of this World. And as
to what is ordinarily fubjoyncd to this Argument,
A 3 That



T hat the Kings of this Earth are to us infead of
the Kings thar far vpon the Throune of David, it
cannot be eafily connefted with the firft Gofpel Ser-
mon after Chrift’s Afcenfion, and with the Do&rine
of the Apoftles, thewing, thar Fefus Chrift fitting
on thar Thione in the bheavenly Kengdom, which we
FDave recczved, and cannot Le moved, is to us z1-
ftead of themn.

2. 'That as to the Prophecics of the Old Tefla-
ment conccrning Narions their becoming the Lord’s,
they are ordinarily urged the fame Way, that they
who plead for univerfal Redemption, urge thefe uni-
ver{al Expreflions, Every Afan, the «whole World,
&c. and both have their Anfwer, Rev. v. 9. But
no Old Teftament Prophecy is of any private Inter-
pretation, 2 Per. 1. 19, 20, 21. "Tis only the Spirit
of Chri{t that cndilted the Prcphecies, {peaking
more clearly, and declaring the Accomplifhment of
them 1 the Things written by the Apoftles, that
mufl explain them, 1 Per. 1. 10, 11, 12. If then
we find no {uch Explication given of them in the
New Teftament, nor any Thing there delivered, by
which -sve may {o explain them, we may freely fay,
they bdfar no fuch Senfe as is by fome now put upon
them. And farther, if the Senfe put upon them
favour of the Fewifl earthly Interpretation, which
they oppoled unto the Kingdom of Chrift, and
which the whole apoftolick Doérine en that Head,
is pointed again{t, we may freely {fufpeét that Scnle
and Interpretation, as belonging to that Prejudice of
a temporal Kingdom to the Meffiah that poffcefled
the Vlinds of our Lord’s fociplcs befcre the pour-

ing out of the Spirit, and the calling of the Geizrz/es:
But if the Apoltles have guided us in the Interpre-
tation ot thefe Prophecies, and pointed oat to us an-
other Accomplifhment of them, the Controverly up-
on tiis Hcead, 1s altogether at an End. 1 find Mry.
, | FV—---12,



§/-----7, 1in his Preface to his late Book, endeavour-
ing to prove the Duty of national Church covenant-
ing, from the Promifes and Prophecies of the Old
Teftament relating to Gofpel Times, compared
with the New, and efpecially thofc which foretel the
Unchurching of the Few:zfb Nation, and the en-
grafring of the Genrzle Nations into their Room, and
that thereupon the national Church State, and Privi-
leges ot the Tfeqvs, were to be transferred to Chrzftz-
anz Naticns, and particularly this of being nationally
in Covenant with God. He refers the {pecial and
full Accomplifhment of them unto the Time of
Babylor’s Down-tfall, and he cites fome of the Texts
that may be improven to this Purpofe. How far
they make for this Purpofe you will eafily fee in
confidering the New Teftament Scriptures cited by
him for explaining the Old. Romans x1. 17-—-19.
points to the Unchurching of the Few:fh Nation,
and that ingrafting of the Genrzzles in their Room,
which was in the Apoftles Days, when there was
no national covenanting, and when they pointed out
the holy Nation, the Kingdom that cannot be mov-
ed, inftead of the typical Nation of ffirael. Rom. xXe
12, 19. points unto np other Thing than fuch a Do-

minion over the believing Feawy and Genriles as the
Lord Chrift began to have in their Day, and fuch a
Calling of the Genriles, provoking the Fews to Jea-
loufy, as was in the Days of the A poftles, when there
was no national covenanting., _Iarrh. xxi. 43. plain-
ly declares the Unchurching of the Fewzf6 Nation,
and another more excellent Nation coming into thelr
Room, behaving {uitably to the Relation between
God and them as his Kingdom. And what Nation
is this but the heavenly Nation of our Lord Jelus
Chriit typified by that earthly WNation now unchur-
ched, that Place might be made for this? Andthe
Yeople of this Nation is defcribed, Hed. viii Chap,
A 4 This
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This is the Kingdom of which the Apoftle faith,
2t cannot be mozved, aud that, zn the holding of the
Grace of zt, we ferve God acceptably ziz zt. And
you will take notice, that he declares they had re-
ceived this Kingdom in their Day, Heb. xii. 28,
No other Nation but this brings forth the Fruits
which our Lord {peaks of, gnd this Nation is made
up of all them and them only of any Nation in this
World that bring forth thefe Fruits. This, if duly
confidered by you, would help you to underftand
Rep. xi. 15. where it is {aid, T/he Kengdoms of this
WWorld arve become the Keungdoms of our Lord, and
of bis Chvift, and be fhall rezgiz for ever and ever.
Notice, that Kzuzdoms 1s a” Supplement, and the
Supplement 1s as agreeable thus, are become the
Kzngdom 3 but wharever be in that, fuch a King-
dom of God is herc {poken of as he fhall have for e-
ver and ever. Does any Man 1magine, that God
will reigu for ever and ever in the Nations of this
Worldinthis Sen{cof Nations that Mr. ¥/ --22 contends
for? There 1s nothing intended in this Text, but that,
at {uch a Time, there fhall be a farther Execution
of that Commuifiion “to preach the Golipel to every
Creature, and a farther Accomplifthment ot the Old
"Teffament Prophecies, in gathering Men of diffe-
gent Nations and Kingdoms into the Kingdom of
our Lord and of his Chrift, like as was done in the
Days of the Apoitles: And in the Context we read
ot the Nations being angry at this Reign to the laft,
and till they be judged and deftroyed. He likewife
cites Marth. 1. 5, 6. Affs viii. 6, 12. the firft
{fpeaking of the State of Matters in Frdea under
Sobn’s Miniflry in the Church of the Fews, when
pointing out the Kingdom of God as at Hand and
near tocome. '1he {econd {peaking of the great Suc-
cels of the Gofpel in Samaria, when the Difciples

were {cattered abroad by Perfecution, and of their
| being
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being baptized who embraced the Gofpel ; and
with thefe he cites 2 Cor. viii. 5. where we feec the
Churches of Macedenza having abundant Joy in a
great Trial of Affli¢tion, and a moft liberal Difpofi-
tion in their deep Poverty, and being willing, beyond
their Power, to contribute for {upplying the Necel-
fities of the poor Saints their Brethren i Chrift ar
Ferufalem, did make a great Contribution, and in-
treated the Apoitle to receive their Gift of brother-
ly Love and Charity, and the Fellowfhip of the
Miniftry to the Suaints ; and this was the Fruit of
their giving themfelves to the Lord, and to them,
according to God’s Will i1n the new Covenant. 1
cannot under{tand for what End he cites thefe Pla-
ces, unlefs he imagines, that he finds Examples of
national covenanting in them, but that, I muift fay,
1s a very fond Imagination. Perhaps 1t would have
pleafed him better, it the famous Letter (§) were
taken away from the Churches ot AZacedonza, as it
was from the Covenants in a certain Place, but we
cannot cut and carve upon the Words of the Spi-
rit of God, as we may do upon our own Contrivan-
ces. Inthe lait Place, he cites the Apofile’s Iixpli-
cation of Hofca 1. 9, 1c, 11. and 11. 23. which we
have Rom. 1x. 24, 25, 26. where the Apoitle ex-
plains the Old Teftament Prophecy of them, whom
in his Day, the Lord had called, not of the Fews
only, but allo of the Genrzies, and we hold by his
Explication, and will not admit of another, nor ex-
pett any other Accomplifhment of that Prophecy
unto the End of the. World, but what is of the {ame
Sort with that which the Apoftle points out to us,
and this 1s undoubtedly the beit Xey for opening
all fuch Prophecies of the Old Teftament. Thus
we {ee the Glory of them, and the Stamp of divine
Authority on them, and in this we boaft againit all
the private Interpretations of defigning Men thas

are
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are minding earthly Things in explaining Old Te.
{lament Prophecies. I own, that whar is faid of the
Iflands in the Prophecies, has a Refpeét to the Ifles
of Bretazn and Ireland, where Davzd’s Son and
Lord, fitting on his Throne, has had many Subjeéts
in different Agesand Circumftances, and has, at this

ay, not a fcw S-.bjefts: And thele Prophecies had
their Accompl.fhment before ournational Covenants,
and under Cromw-/’s Toleration, as well as under
the Covenants, and among them in England that
with{tood the Defign of the Covenants in the Af-
fcmbly of Divines, even as with them that pufhed
it forward there, and, we hope too, among them
that are not {atisfied with the Covenants among us,
even as among them, that think themf{elves bound
to contend for them. Qur Lord is not {o narrow
hearted as fome of us would have him to be, but
his Heart is rowards all them 1n thefe lflands, that
trudt in his Arm, and wair fer his Laws, of whatever
Denomination, and perhaps to Children yet unborn,
that may be in other Circumilances than we have
yet fecn.

5. That in explaining Scriptures of the New
Teftament that are metaphorical, parabolick, and of
a projherick Sule, we go moft {afely in explaining
them by thefe that {peak plainly, and no Proverb;
at lcail, ’tis evident, they muft be explained in 2
Confiftency with plain Scriptures. Thus, 1f you fhall
reconcile what [ rake to be your Senfe of Rew. xvilL
a4, 6. with what onr Leord fays to his Pcople,
AMarth. v 38. to the End, and with onr Lord’s Ac-
count of his Kingdom, Ffolsz xviii. 36. where he
{ays, If my Kiunzdom <vcice of thes IWorld, my Ser-
cants wworld fiole foir e, tlat I flonid izor be dele-
weved to the Jews, but now is my Kingdom ot from
Feuce, and ( pafiing many other Scriptures to the
fume Purpofc ) with 1 Per. ii. zc, 21. where the

Apoltle
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Avpoftle calls, 720t only Slaves, bur alfo Chriftians o
follcaw Chrift's Fxample ¢n thas gery Pozit. 1{ay, if
you fhall reconcile what you would have to be the
Senfe of that Place, with thefe and fuch like plain
Scriptures, | Thall go in with your Senfe ofit; butno
fuch Thing, as you 1intend, is evident from the Place
itfelf, even tho’ your Scnfc were not repugnant, as it
is, to the whole Strain of the New Teftament, for
the 5 Verle fbews Vrigeaiice fromt Heazen nupon Ba-
bylon, and the 6 Verle fignifies, rhar t/zs5 z5 for t1e
fake of the Lord’s People, aind that ztzs the Lovd’s
avenging bemfelf upon Babylon, for the Ills doue to
bis People on bzs Acconunr, and thar thes és the An-
Jwer of theer Prayerss; but it cannot be proved,
that this Prophecy commands them to fight and ex-
ecute their own Vengeance upon Halylciz by the
Sword, for 1t cannot be denied, that fome of the
Plagues threatned there, are {ct forth under the Si-
militude of fuch Strokes as are from the immediate
Hand of God, as Famine, Zerfée 8. And the Smoke
of Babylon’s burning, 1s a plain Allufion to the Fire
and Brimftone from Hecaven, upon Sodoem and Go-
morral. And as to the coming out of Balylon, 1
hope you do not mean our renouncing the relational
Duties incumbent upon us as Magiftrates and Sub-
je€ts in the Kingdoms and Commonwealtihs where
we live, and that by the Command of Chrift; for
whatever be the coming out of PRabylon, we arc
fure this is not. 1 fhall only add, that worldly Pow-
er employed for the Church, upon never fo fair Pre-
tences, or Chri{t’s Servants fighting for him, to make
him a Xing, {avours of Antichrift. And thatwhich
hindred hisbeing revealed before the Emperor turned
Chre(tzan, was, that the Power of this World was in
the Hand of the Hearlrer Magiltrates, and cemployed
againft the Church, 2 Z/¢/. 11, 6, =, 8.

3} s
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4. That as to what is ordinarily pleaded from the
Light of Nature, that may lead Men as far as it can
in managing the Xingdoms of this World, but the
Kingdom ot Chrift 1s a Matter of divine Revelation,
which Naturc’s Light dilcovers not, and cannot be
Judge of ; fo thar we have nothing to do with any
Controverfy upon this Subjeét, but what is purely
fcriptural, and the Scripture tells us, 2his Kingdoms
25 20t of thes Woild, nor to be managed by human
Polecy, bur of Hraveiz 5 and we {ee no Ground from
the Word to expelt any other State of Things till
the laft Day, that the new TFerifaleiz come down
from Heaven, but luch a State, wherein Chrift’s
Subjelts, as {uch, will be Brethren and Companions
in T'ribulation, and in the XKingdom and Pattence
of Jefus Chrift, and wherein they being dead to this
World, have their Life hid with Chrift in God, then
only to appear when he appears, and they with him,
in Glory, when hc fhall have put down all Rule,
and Authority, and Power, and all his Enemies un-
der his Feet. |

Now, as to your particular Cafe, I have glanced
your Papers, and 1 find you purfuing the Scope of
national covenanting to the very urmoi}, according
to the View that the moft zealous Contenders for it,
have of it ;5 tor this is what you contend for, that it
1s the mdifpernfible Duty of the Lord’s People in this
Land, not only to joyn in religions Communion upohn
Lrestbyrerzan Principles, but allo to joyn in civil
Socicty and Aflociation under a lawful Magiflracy,
conftitute accordinz to the Word of God, and there-
by to anfwer what you fay is the Lord’s Call, Rev.
Xvill. 4, 6, &¢. by Separarion from, and Oppofition
to the Church and Kingdom, which yo think Ax-
zichriftian, and this under the Ranuer of Chrift, of
whom they may c.:pet Victory in L:te and Death,
and who can raile up others, tho’ they fhould be cut

off,



- C 13y

off, and their Bodies be made to fall till the Tims
appointed for the Downfall of Babylon be fulfilled.
And you fay, Antichrift’s Kingdom cannot le de-
molifhed, nor Scotland freed of 1t, till the Lord’s
~ People, being of one Mind, apply themielves hearti-
" 1y and refolutely to Endecavours of this Kind, by
iﬂbciation and Arms, £€9¢. and that 1t 1s Nonfenfe

' to pretend to rcnew Covenants, national and folemn
' League, except after this Manner, which ( as you
{fay ) may be obvious to any Perfon duly confidering
' the Tenor of them ; and you farther reckon that to
' the Neglelt of this fetting Rulers over us, accord-
. ing to the Word, 1s owing the Lord’s leaving them
under the Feet of their Adverfaries, and under that
- Stateof {piritual Defertion, ( N. Z.) {fo much com-
' plained of by the Generality of Diffenters ( you be-
' lieve ) not without Realon. You fay farther, that
- when you deny this Way, you mufl deny the Law-
' fulnefs of a covenanted Reformation, and muit fall
“in with Mr. G--—--5’s Opinion, for you {ece no other
. Ground to walk or ftand on in Oppofition to his
i Way of thinking. No Doeubt, this is, with you, a
- great Abfurdity, and I find another of the {ame Na-
‘ ture pointed at in your Paper, and thus you have it.
i Unlefs, {ay you, according ro Mr. G-----s’s Fudg-
- meit, Chrithians be bound all along, even under the
| Rezgn of Antechrift, tocontend for the Fazthno other
. Way than the Apoftles and premztzve Church con-
' tended, while the Coovernmenr was e the Hands of
- Jews and Heathens, viz. by confeffinng, and fuffering
| en Subjelizon without Refiftarce, all muft be cbliged
20 own, that zt zs the iudipenfible Duty of all true
; Proteftants, 7or only ro come out of Babylon, bur o
. Joyne under a Gofpel Menzftry and lawful Masiftra-
€Yy and carry on a perpetunal Wayr agaznft Aunticlvz(?
and the Kengdom of Darknefs, by the Powwer borh
- of the Word and Sword, rewarding and rendring
N1re




o ( 14 )

unto Babylon, according to her Treatment of the
Saints in all Ager, Rev. xviii, 4, 6, &c. Thus
you, but for my Part, I cannot fee the Abfurdity
ot Chirzftzasns their being bound to contend no other
Ways, at any Time, for the Faith, thanthe Apoftles .
and primitive Chnrch contended for it, that is, by
confefling, and {uffering in Su.bjetion to Magiftrates,
unlefs a2 Warrant can be pointed out to me from
Chrift and his Apoftles, for another Way of con-
tending, after Antichrift 1s revealed, which yet I ne-
ver expet, for when they {peak mofl plainly about
Antichrift’s Deftruction, they tell, the Lord «w:ll
coizfume beme weth the Sgevee of bhis Mouth, and de-
[troy bhzm aweth the Brightizefs of bzs comzng, 2 Thefl.
11. 8. Rev. x1v. 11, 12, 13. 'Ti1s true, our Lord
fays to his Dilciples, Le thar hath no Sword, let
Dem fell hes Garment, and bny one 5 but when they
tell him, lere arve two Swords, he fays, zr 25 e-
p07/¢l, and enough it wids for the End he had in
{peaking to them, at that Time, of the Sword,
which was to give Occafion for the Miracle wrought
by him in healing A7alchus’s Ear, whercin he thew-
ed, that he {tood in no Need of the Power of Man’s
Arm to defend him, and that he came not to de-
ftroy Mens Lives, and gives us an Example of do-
ing Decds of Kindnefs to our very Perf{ecutors; and
he fays to his Enemies, fuffcr ye thus far, and to
Peter, pur vp thy Sword, all they that rake
the Szwvord, fhall perefh by the Sword. Compare with
this Rew. x1ii. 9, 10. To this agrees the Teftimony
he gives concerning his Kingdom. And after this
we rcad not, either ot the A poftles taking the Sword,
or encouraging others {fo to do, for advancing or de-
fending the Kingdom of Chrifl, neither do we find,
that the Spirit was given .nder the New Teftament
to enable the Members of the Church to fisht, as of -

old, Hel. xi,Chap. compared with Heb. xi1. 1- —5.
- And
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And if we have no Warrant for this Way of doing
in the New Teftament, which {peaks of no other
Fight for Chriftians, as fuch, but the good Fight
of Faith and Patience, nor any Enco ragement by
Promife, to expelt his Affiftance and Victory in
that Way of 1t, VD’ll {ay, ’tis a great Abfurdity to
hold it the indifpenfible Duty ot Chrzfizans to take
that Way. I would have you carcfully confider
what Caf)t; Perer was in when he drew the Sword,
and ferioufly examine the State of Matrers within
your own Soul, for verily you are not ated by the
Spirit of the New Teftament in this Matter.

[ have feen your long Train of Pofitions ftated in
Oppofition to the Scheme you have drawn of Mr.
G---—5’s Principles from his Letter and I have ob-
ferved a great many Scripture Texts noted down un-
der your Pofitions. ‘This is ealy to note down Chap-
ger and Verfe, but if you had but adduced one clear
Scripture Text, or drawn a fair Confequence from any
one or more, whereby the Thing you intend, may
be eftablifhed, 1 had been your Follower; yet, for
ought I can fee, this is not done. For, 1. Tho’
the Kings of the Earth ( according to an holy Pro-
vidence, Rew. xvii. 13, 17.) give their Power unto
the Beaft, yet no Scripture gives us any Gro- nd to
conclude, that therefure they are not lawful Magi-
flrates, or that we fhould not obey them in all their
Jawful Commands, or {uffer from them, tho’ they
employ their Power wrong in that Matrer of giving
it to the Beaft. What the S ibjeéls, having Power,
may, and ought to do witn Refpelt to tyrannical
Magiftrates, and a Government crofs the Ends and
Conititution of the civil Society, &'¢c. 1s a Qucition
that belongs not to Chrift’s S.ibjeéls, as fuch, nor to
his Kingdom, which is quite diftinét from the
Kingdoms of this World; only, whatever he has
commanded us with refpeét to Relations in this

World,
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World, is undoubtedly to be obeyed; but he has

inftituted no particular Form of civil Government,
nor given any new Regulations with refpe@t to IVla-
oiftracy. It was in the World before his New Te-

ftament Kingdom was fet up, and he has not ap-
pointed any Alteration in it, only we know that it is
under his Management, as all Things in Heaven
and Earth are for the Good of his Church, and, in
the View of this, his People may poflefs their Souls
in Patience, in all Events, and in all the Revoluti-
ons of Kingdoms and Commonwealths, knowing
that they have received a Xingdom that cannot be
moved, and that all Things are working together for
their Good. =. Whatever was done in the King-
dom or Church of Ifirzel/, where the judicial Law
was the Church’s Difcipline, yet it cannot appear
from the New Teftament, which explains the Old
to us, that Chriftzans are the Objells of the en-
couraging Care of the Kings of the Earth any other
Way but as they are good Subjeéts, and good Mem-
bers of the civil Society, and therefore not as the
Church. (Others may be equal with them, as to
outward Appearance, in thefe Refpefts, and the
Kings ot the Earth have nothing to do with any
more than outward Appearance. And fince Mera-
lity is the Concern of the Magiftrate, and he isno
publick Judge of true and falfe Doétrine in the Mat-
ter of Chrzflzanzty, f{falle Teachers are no other
Ways the Objects of his Vengeance, but as they tranf-
grels the known Rules of Nature, and difturb the
civil Society. It hath been a prevailing Principle for
long, that Herericks are to-be cut off by the Magi-
{ftrate, and Chrift’s Subjefts have fuffered by this
Principle more than any other Sort of Men. Our
T.ord forelaw this, and has given in a Caution againfk
1t 1n his Parable of the Tares and the Wheat, AZazz.

xiii. I know this Place has been made Ule of }in
the
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{he Controverfies that have been about Chun,h Mem-
~ berfhip and Church Fellowfhip, but if it point o
{hat Subje& it cannot be reconciled thh Matt. xvill.
15----1-8 1 Cor. Ch’lp 2 Cor. Vi. I3, £Sc. ‘]":g;,z
1. 20. Lzr. m 10, &c. and with the Lnow
Pr1nc1ple‘~: of fuch as have adduced i1t in thefe Con-
troverfies ; for, in the Pardble, theé Tares are come
the Length to be known for Tires, and the Lord
fuppofes, thdt their being Tares is notour, yet, {ays
he, ler Zvotb arcw rogether 5 but as our Lord, in o-
ther Places, abunc‘antly (hews there will be Hypo-
crites in his vifible Church, to the End of Time,
and {ome perhaps not dtfcovered till the lat Days
{o here he points to a notable ThmO‘ that was to \%1{
out in the World, in Confequence of his fowing the
pure Seed of his Word in the World. Satan, the E-

i nemy, fows Herefies with it after a Vthle, among

| the rofeﬁ'ors of the Truth, Herericks appear. W ht_n

E

the Magiftrate turns Cbrzﬂzmz a Council of the
Church meets with him, condemns the 4751/ He-
refie, and a few of the Hereticks are binithed, o-
thers feign a Profeflion of the Truth; but, after ]
While, the Magiftrate favours the Hrzmzf and the
Purc Profeffors are condemned and pelfecuted much
more thanwere the 4rzans ;3 however, afterward this
becamc the darling Principle under Popery; ( fee
the Hiftory of the WWaldenfes by Aforiland ) and
much more Wheat has been rooted out of thé World
by Means of this than ever was of the Tares. OQur
Lord forefaw this, and gives this Caution againfl it,
let both groaw together until the Harveft, lef?, ~ohile
ye garber up the Tares, ye roor up allo the Whear
with them. 'There is nothing in this Senfe of the
Place that has any Apgearance of an Inconfiftency
with any other Saying of his; but it agrees excel-
Iently with what he fays of his cominZ not to de-
ﬁroy Mens Lives, and when he rtells his Difciples,
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ye know not what Manner of Spirit ye are of, &e.
3. You have not proved by any Scripture, that it is
lawful for Chrzftzans to take the Sword for this Pyr-

ofe, to advance Chrift’s Kingdom, or to fet him,
gis Truth and Laws (as you would have it) on the
Throne of an earthly Kingdom, or that his King-
dom is to be advanced in the World, or defended by
his Subje&ts, afting as his Subjelts, by the Power of
the Sword, and, till you fhew fome Command of
Chrift for this, or {ome Example in the New Te-
{ftament approven unto that Purpole, you fay no-
thing at all from the Word, whatever you may fay
otherwife 5 yea, till you reconcile your Principle in
this Point, with plain Scriptures to the contrary, no-
thing that you have to {ay on the Head, can be
hearkned to. That the Lord, who knows how to
deliver the Godly out of Temptation, may-graciouf-
1y difentangle you, and guide me and all his People.
into all Truth by the Light that fhines in his Word,
1s the earneft Defire of,

D. S§.

July 28. 1727,
Your affelizonare Friend,

and bumble Ssryanss

Ag
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A PPEN DIX forto help the Rea-
der 1n perufing a Pamphlet lately publi-
fhed ( by the Name of A Lettcr to a M;i-
wifter in the Country, &c. [bewina the Law-
fulunels and Oblisation of aational Charch

- Covenants from the New Teflament,; &C.)

1f 1t {hall fall into his Hands.

1. Aﬁ’?zzbdm’s Promife was twofold, as 1t was
made to him by God Almighty. 1. Spiritu-

al and eternal, 12z thy Seed [ball all Natzons be

Llefed. And {omething in this Promiie was peculi-
ar to Abrabam, viz. that Chrift fhould be of his
Seed ; and of this was, 2. That other Promile, that

his Seed, according to the Flefh, fhould be a Na-

tion, and inherit the Land of Canaan, till the pro-
mifed Seed fhould come of them. This lait Pro-
mife was earthly and temporal, but {ubfervient to
the other, and contained in it what was typical of
the Ipiritual and eternal Things of the othecr Pro-
mife. Thefe two Promifes gave Rife to a twotold
Relation between the Lord and the Perfons concer-
ned in them, and to a twofold State of the Church,
the one temporal and earthly, as in the Church ot

Ifiracl, Abrabam’s Seed according to the Flefh. The

other {piritual and eternal, as 1n Abrafam and bis

‘Sced according to the Spirit and the New Tella-

ment Church, the heavenly Nation, of which all
that died in the Faith of old, are now Nembers.
When the Lord proceeded to accomplifh the tem-
poral Promife, he did it in the Way of a Cevenant,
wherein he became related to the Houle of Facol,
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Avrabam’s flelhly typical Seed as a Nation, Exod,
xix Chap. And when he procceded to fulfil the
fpirisual and eternal Promife, by which all that be-
lieved of old were faved, he hath done it in the
Way of the new Covenant, whereof Jefus is Media-
tor, and whercin he flands related to the whole hea-
venly Natian, the gcneral Aflembly and Church of
the Firft-born, to which belong the Spirits of juft
Men made perfect, and he ftands rclated to none o-
ther by this Covenant. Now thefe are the two Co-
venants or Teftaments, the one eftablifhed on tem-
poral, earthly, legal, typical Promiles, the other on

better, eternal, {piritual, free, fubftantial Promifes.
Daved’s Promife made to him by the God of 1J-
sael, in Confequence of thefe laft Words of Facol,
Gen. xlix, 10. was alfo twofold. 1. Spiritual and
eternal, anent the Kingdom of the Mefliah and the
Saints, gnd fomething in this Promife was peculiar
to David, viz. that the Mefliah fhould be of his
Sced 5 and of this was, 2. That other Promife, That
the Throne and Kingdam fhould be eftablifhed to
him and his Seed after the Flefh, till the Mefliah
fhould come of them. This laft Promife was earth-
ly and temporal, but fubfervient to the other, and
typical of the {piritual and eternal Kingdom contain-
ed in the other Promife. Thofe two Promifcs gave
Rifc to a twafold State of the Church’s Kingdom,
the one temporal and earthly, as in David and his
Pofterity’s Kingdom over Ifrael and Fudab. 'The o-
ther {piritnal, heavenly and eternal, as in the Mel-
fiah’sapd his New Teftament Church’s KXingdom, &¢.
2. As to the vifible State of the New Teitament
Church of Chrift, and the Members thereof, and
their Communion together, that whole Bufinefs pro-
ceeds upon his new Commandment of b'rothér}.y
Love, which is fuited unto Eph. 1i. 15. and thele
onlv are the Members of his Church whom he points
out



out to usin his Word as proper Objels of this Love,
while he commands us to leave the Judgment of
Mens Hearts unto him. ‘

Hence we may fee, that there is a great Diftinti-
on carefully to be cbierved betwixt the Old Tefta-
ment Church of fIfrael/ and the New Teftament
Church, Johni. 15. The Law was given by Molfes,
but Grace and Truth came by Fefus Chrift. Gal. iii.
19, 20. For avhat then ferveth the Law? It was ad-
ded becaunfe of Tranferefflions, till the Seed [bowid
come to wwhich the ‘Promzfes were made, and was
ordazized by Angcels in the Hand of a Medzator.
Now a Medzaror zs not of one, but God zs ene.
The national Church of Zff#gef not being nationally
the Children of the {piritual and eternal Promife,
nor being taken within the Bond of a Covenant of
Crace, and confequently not having received the
promiifed Spirit of Adoption, but beiag only the car-
nal Seed and typical People under a Covenant of
Works as to their {piritual and eternal State, and un-
der the Spirit of Bondage, being a Nation, and ha-
ving the L and of Canaan for their Inheritance, by
virtue of the temporal and earthly Promife made to
Abvakbam, the Law given them by the Mediation
ot A7ofer, not only ferved to refemble and adumbrate
the Covenant of Works that all Men are naturally un-
der, and to typify the Covenant of Redemption, but
was tc them allo a national Covenant with God, as
the God ot their Nation’s temporal Salvation, and
{uirably to this Difpenfarion they were under, their
religious national covenanting with God under tem-
roral Promifes and Curfes, and alfo their Xings or
Magiitrates putting in Executton their judicial
Law, as their national Church’s Difcipline, by the
eartily Power of their Kingdom, were Means of
God’s own A ppointment, and agreeable to his Will
for bringing them to, recovering and maintaining

that



that natioml Reformation and Holinefs, that was
requifite in order to their peaceable Pofleflion of the
T.and of Canaan, and this national Covenant was
improven by them as the Bond of their Communion
together, and Matter of Enmity againft all other
Nations 5 but the Cafe is quite altered with the
New Teftament Church, whofe Members arc not a-
ay whole earthly Nation, but the Fir{t-born called
out of all Nations by the Gofpcl of Chrift Jefus, into
the Fellowfhip of the heavenly Nation and {piritual
eternal Kingdom that cannot be moved, having Je-
fus Chrift for the only Bond of their Union and
Communion, Ephbefians 11. Gal. 111, 28, 29. and ha-
ving Faith 1n him, as their Life, exercifed 1in the
Ule of Gofpel Means and Ordinances, and working
by Love, for the great Inflrument of attaining that
Holinefs, while they remain in this World, that is
neceflary to fit them for heavenly Glory, Gal. v. 6.

N. 2. For Conclufion, let it be carefully obfer-
ved, that there 1s nothing intended in the foregoing
Appendix and Letter, nor any Thing that can be
conftruted by the judicious and intclligent Reader,
to militate againft the binding Obligation of lawtul
Oaths, nor againft our Covenants, as they were a
national Bond and civil Affociation for Suppreffion
of Tyranny and Immorality, and for Maintcnance of
true Liberty and upright Government, nor againft-
our Reformation, as it was the Lord’s Pcople’s Sepa-
ration froma the religious Communion of a falic
Church, - and returning to found Doltrine, pure
Worfhip, and right Communion in an ecclefiaftick
Way, according to the Gofpcl, and the apoitolick

Pattern.
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