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INTRODUCTION.

EVERY reader of the enfuing pagg,
who pays any degree of attention

to the fentiments contained in them, and
is tolerably acquainted with the fubje&
in general, will be ready to acknow-
ledge, thatit is treated in a manner quite
new, if not very ftriking.

This acknowledgement would have
been ftill more readily excited, had the
author himielf lived to corret the Effay,
and complcte 1t for the prefs.

But, however new and ftriking the
manner in which the {ubje&t is treated,
it cannot be expeted, that this Effay
fhould gain any thing like a general

1 N appro-
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approbation, becaufe it does moft ftrongly
condemn, the too-prevailing courfe of
this world, with refpet to marriage:
and this is fufhcient to expofe it to ge-

neral difregard, if not univerfal con-

tempt.

Indeed, the di&ates of nature, and
the voice of confcience, muft be on the
{ide of the decent and honourable prac-
tice here recommended : but falfe mo-
tives of .intereﬁ, oft times banifth the
principles of affe&tion and honour,
which, if cherithed, attend the dic-
tates of nature, and, leaving only the
unruly impetus behind, hurry the young
man 1nto that deep ditch, the mercenary
embraces of the difeafed harlot, and
bring on the ruin both of his confhtu-~
tion and fortune; and thus, too late, he
1s convinced, that the motives which

his parcnts taught him, and which led
him
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him  to poftpone honourable marriage,

are, even in point of prudence, delufive
and vain. '

If any are led to reje&; with proper
indignation, thofe bafe motives by which
marriage 1s {o generally poftponed, be-
caufe they would keep good coniciences,
by avoiding every impurity condemned
in God’s word, it muft be through the
influence of that word, which comes
wholly from God: and it was for the

encouragement of {fuch, that this Effay
was at firft written.

If they attend to the fubje&, and are
incited to cleanfe their way, by taking
heed thereto according to God’s word,
‘though all others, as the natural effe&
of h;.ving their own deceds reproved,
fhould pour contempt upon this Eflay,

and f{till cleave to their own contami-

nated
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nated way, yet the great end and defign
of the author in writing, and of the edi-
tor in publithing this little piece, will
be effetually anfwered.

THE



THE
HONOUR or MARRIAGE

OPPOSED TO

H E dignity of man above the brute
creation appears in a {triking point
of view, from the minute attention of the
Deity to all the concerns of humanity ; and
from the care which he hath taken, to fup-
port and honour the genuine c¢laims, rela-
tions, and propenfities of nature, his own
workmanthip, 1n oppofition to every irregu-
lar defire, arifing from the corruption of
nature, which with great propriety, and con-
fiftency, he hath ftamped as difthonourable,
and accompanied with a fenfe, yea, very
often, with vifible effe¢ts of his difpleafure.
'The conicience, or common {enie of man-
kind, notwithftanding all their depravity,

fupports this general obfervation; we count
B nothing
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nothing dithonourable, bafe, or ridiculous,
that properly belongs to nature. Attempts
to ridicule nature, may indeed prove fuc-
cefsful, in various inftances, to promote the
mirth of fools; Dbut they meet with con-
tempt or refcntment from confiderate men.

Yca, {o refpeltable 1s nature, that at-
tempts ot this kind fcarcely fucceed even a-
nong fools, unlefs the fubject is fome way
difguiled, or accompanied with improper
circumfitances ; even as a wife man may

“feem ridiculous when infulted by fcorners,
or when compelled to appear in public with
a tool’s cap.

But 1 have the lefs need to enlarge upon
this, as the cemelinefs of nature, the defor-
mity of every deviation from it, and the na-
tural confequences which providence fo ge-
nerally makes ufe of, as fantions to the
laws ot nature, have been copioufly difplay-
ca by manv of the moft ingenious modern
writers 3 nor need I enlarge to the friends
of written revclation, in fhewing that the
clear and explicit voice of God exprefled
there, always ftrongly fupports his more
filent language {uggefted by nature, or the

mutual rcelations or dependencies of his
works.

My
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My purpofe at prefent, is to remind the
friends of revelation, of the particular care
which the Deity hath taken, to fuperintend,
and regulate nature by his word, in one of
the capital concerns of mankind, confidered
cither as individuals, or as conneéted in fo-
ciety ; I mean, the mutual propenfity be-
tween the fexes.

This we may well call a capital concern
of human life, when we refle&t that hence
arife the neareft, and moft endearing con-
ncctions ; hence arifes the relation of huf-
band and wite, hence the relation of parents
and children, brothers and fiftcrs, and many
others. In a word, we may call it the hinge
of all kindred, or the capital link of the
chain, that binds fociety together ; and the
hiftory of mankind clearly fhews, that the
moft 1mportant revolutions of {tates and
kingdoms, have turned upon this hinge.

This propenfity i1s founded in the im-
mediate workmanthip of God, who origi-
nally formed mankind malc and fcmale, and
from the marriagec of one man with one
woman, hath produced all the tribes who
inhabit the earth ; and the adequate pro-
portion of males and tcmales {till obferved

in the world, is pertinently urged by our
B2 modft
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moft diftinguithed writers, in oppofition to
the atheift, as one of the moft convincing
arguments of a defigning providence.

Tho’ the various tribes of inferior anie
mals were likewiie formed male and female,
yet from all we can cbferve, it doth not ap-
pear that any thing {urther was hercby m-
tended by providence, than the continuance
of each after their kind. For among them,
the mutual propenfity of the fexes feems in
general to be only cafual ; it appears at the
proper {eafons to fubferve that end, and
ceafeth when that end i1s accomplithed : nor
does 1t appear neceflary that it fhould be
more¢ permanent ; for, with them, inftinét
in a great meafure fupplies the place of edu-
cation, and they are foon able to fthift for
themielves. The fame inftinét likewife, in
the moft confiderable of the various kinds,
leads both old and young, to unite together
in flocks or fivarms, without any fenfe of the
tie of parentage or kindred; a tie which is
to them the lefs neceflfary, as they are but
Iitle molefted by thofe various pafhions
which {o often countera¢t nature in man-
kind.

Among mankind, on the other hand, the

voung are for years weak and defencelefs,
unitkilled,
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unikilled, and unable to fhift for themfelves,

fo require all that time to be reared, at the
great expence of the continual care and in-
duftry of the parents. This long-continued
care, promotes two wife ends of providences
it ferves to ftrengthen the natural affeftion
of the parents, and make it lafting as their
lives ; and it ferves to promote in the
minds of the children, a durable fenfe of
dependance, gratitude, and refpect to their
parents, while it lays at the fame time a
ftrong foundation for mutual friendfhip a-
mong themfelves.

That this chain of affetion might be
preferved, and parents encouraged to un-
dergo the long-continued cares and fatigues
which attend the rearing a numerous family,
it was neceflary that the firft link of that
chain on which the reft depended, thould be
ftrong and durable; accordingly, the Au-
thor of nature hath provided, that, in the
human fpecics, the propenfity of the fexcs
{hould be more firong and cornftant than in
other animals: notonly fo;—he hath fuper-
added to the common propenfity of nature,
and firoagly blended with it, a fuperior fen-
timent of delicacy and honour, of tender
affeCtion, and cndcaring love, which other

animals



[ 6 ]

animals feem to be ignorant of ; a fentiment
-that partakes indeed much of the diftin-
euithing charater of individuals, but which
in thofe of the moft amiable charadter, ap-
pears always 1n the greateft perfection ; and
the gcneral fond tafte for real hiftories, or
works of imagination, defcribing either the
{implicity, or the refinements of that fenti-
ment, 1s a fufhicient, yea a ftriking proof,
that 1t has a real, a univerfal foundation in
human nature.

But this 1s not all. The Author of na-
turc hath feen meet to ftrengthen this {en-
timent, and guard it againft corruption, by
dignifying it with manifeft tokens of honour
from himfeclf; while he ftrongly denounces
his difpleafure againft the corruption of it.
What honour do we fee put upon human
nature in general, and upon the conjugal tie
in particular, in God himieclf condefcending
to be the conductor of the firft bride to her
hufband !

Tho’ man hath, by difobedience, forfeited
the friendfhip of his maker; yet as God in-
tends to fhew mercy to many, he for their
fakes, extends his long-fuffering to all ; and
gives manifcit proofs that he ncarly interefts
himfelf in the concerns of the human race.

And
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And tho’ the corruption of nature hath per-
haps no where appeared more glaring, than
in the abufe of the natural propenfity of the
fexes; yet he ftill continues to put honour
on the conjugal tie, which he himfelf at
firft introduced. Four thoufand years af-
ter the fall the infpired {criptures declare
afrefh, ¢¢ Marriage 1s honourable in
€¢ all, and the bed undefiled ; but whore-
¢“ mongers and adulterers, God will judge.”
And when Immanuel, God with us, was
found in fafthion as a man, he honoured 2

marriage in Galilee with his prefence.
Among the various 1mages, which the
{criptures borrow from natural relations, and
the correfponding affeltions, to illuftrate the
concern of God about his people, an efpe-
cial regard we find is had to the conjugal
relation, which 1s more frequently and copi-
oufly infifted on than any other. Thus God
1s reprefented as a hufband, related to his
church by a marriagc-covenant, that binds
her to be wholly for him, and not for ano-
ther ; and which at the fame time gives her
the ftrongeft fecurity for the conftancy of his
love : and thus, as the love of an affe€tionate
hufband can bear no rivalthip, but naturally
kindles into burning jealoufy againft every
{trangecr,
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ftranger, who would divide with him the
love of his fpoufe, or by any means corrupt
the fimplicity of her affettion; fo God com-
mends the purity, the fervency, and fincerity
of his love to his church, by many awful
expreflions of his jealoufy, which is often
defcribed as burning like fire. Yea jea-
lous, is exprefsly adopted as one of the names
of God, and a name by which he delights
often to be diftingnithed ; as it is faid, Ex.
XxXiv. 14. ¢ Thou fhalt worthip no other
‘¢ God; for Jehovah, whofe name 1s Jealous,
¢ is a Jealous God.”

This ferves to convey to us a moft re-
fpettable, yea, we may add a moft amiable
illuftration of the nature of God’s wrath.
For when we confider, as the {cripture would
have us, the whole character of God as fitly
fummed up in Love ; what elfe is his wrath
but the refentment of jealous love, repelling
and banithing far away every thing of a
malignant nature, every thing unamiable,
or in a word, every thing that would marr
the mutual intercourfe of the pureft joy of
the moft fervent love ; even as the fun fhin-
ing in his ftrength, drives far away the op-

pofite darknefs ?
We

4
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We are apt to run into a miftake about
the jealoufy, or wrath of God, as if it con-
veyed fome notien of perturbation, and cons-
fequently of imperfe&tion in the Deity ;
whereas in truth, the perturbation takes place
only in the breafts of his malignant adver-
faries. 'We are apt, I fay, to run into this
miftake, becaufe we find that the refentment
of injured leve cannot take place in the
breaft of a man, without marfing for a fea-
fon his joy, fo interrupting his enjoyment of
love. But when we think of the Deity, we
muit conceive Him as blefled for ever, with-
out interruption of happinefs.—Conftantly
and invariably oppofite to all evil, even as
he is infinitely and invariably good in him-
felf : fo that without the leaft abatement
ef his boundlefs happinefs, he can at once
{mile on his friends, and frown on his foes.
This is {fome way reprefented to us ‘by his ef-
corting his chofen people Ifrael in the cloudy
pillar, which, while it gave joyful light to
them, with dreadful darknefs frowned upon
their enemies.

Jealoufy, we find, was a diftinguithing
peculiarity in the charaéer of the God of
Ifracl ; forthe gods of the Gentiles were by

»e means jealous gods. They eafily admit-
C ted
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ted others to rank with them i the Tame
temple, and fhare in the fame hohours; and as
they never Thewed any refentment againft fuch
partnerthip, their worfhippers faw no reafon
to obje& againft it. So the Romans, who
honoured the gods of all the nations whom
they conquered, had their Pantheon, a tem-
ple dedicated to the honour of all the gods;
and long before that, the Philiftines were
complaifant enough to give the enfignsof the
God of Ifrael a place befide their god in his
temple : but the breach that was made on
Dagon, and the fudden plague, deftroying
multitudes of his worfhippers, gave ftriking
proofs that the God of Ifracl was the Fealous
God, who fhared not his honours with any
other.

As the true God was thus diftinguithed
by his jealoufy, fo we find him thewing great
refpet in his law, to the jealoufy of a man
over his wife, by the mftitution of the bitter
water that caufed the curfe, which ‘could
give evidence of her guilt or innocénce, only
by means of a conftant,extraordinary, or mi-
raculous providence; and this is the only
conftant miracle that we find fupporting the
law 1n private caufes,

The
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The extraordinary providence exercifed
~over the nation of Ifrael in general, was a
continued difplay of the jealoufy of God.
He loved that nation, it is faid, beyond all
other nations; not as better than any of
them, but on account of the flefhly relation
which they bore to the Saviour of the world,
who was to {pring from them : they, on the
other hand, are reprefented by their un-
toward and adulterous behaviour, as many
times vexing his fpirit, and provoking him
to chaftife them like an enemy. Yet, after
he had made ufe of any of the neighbouring
nations to chaftife them, he foon turned his
dif; pléafurc againft thofe nations, to check
their vaunting, and punith their malice,
fhewing mercy at the fame time to his peo-
ple, and relieving them oftentimes when
at their wits end : and thus his long fuffer-
ing and mercy, in the midft of repeated pro-
vocations, was continued towards them, till
they had ferved the purpofe for which they
became a nation, by giving birth to the
Saviour, “ The Word made fleth.” When
their flefhly relation to him being difalved
by their putting him to death, and the a-
dulterous perfidy of their hearts proved to
be incorrigible, by their continued oppofitian

C 2 to
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to him and his apoftes ; God utterly reject
‘ed them, faying, ¢ They continued not in
““ my covenant, and I regarded them not.”
—So they fell a prey to the fword of the
Romans.

From what has been faid, it appears, that
the marriage-covenant between Geod and that
nation, never took effet fo as to bring them
to the exalted happinefs propofed by it in
thefe words, ¢¢ If ye walk in my ftatutes, 1’
¢ will walk among you, and will be your
“ God, and ye fhall be my people.,” But
when the national happinefs had come to its
greatcft height 1n the days of Solomon, and
when the kingdom of Judah was faft filling
up the meafure of their iniquity, following
the footfteps of the apoftate houfe of Ifrael,
and all the gracious intentions intimated in
that covenant {feemingly on the point of being
defeated; then we find the Spirit of God, by
the mouth of Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and
other prophets of that period, breaking
forth 1nto the boldeft and moft affured pro-
mifes, of the moft exalted happinefs to take
place, by a2 moft intimate union of the Deity
with his church redeemed out of all nations,
and to be related to him by a new and eternal
marriage-covenant, that could never be made

2 void -
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void by any guilt or deficiency on their
part.

The nation of Ifrael was feldom at any
time, from firft to laft, without fenfible
tokens that God was not well pleafed with
their conduét; and any fhort intervals which
they enjoyed of refpite and fuccefs, were
only faint thadows, of the fuperior happi-
‘nefs contained in the promife of better things
to come by the Mefliah. But in the days of
the prophets now mentioned, when the glory
of the kingdom of Judah and Ifrael was on
the decline, and many prophecies were ut-
tered, threatening in the moft aflured man-
ner the utter extinction of that glory ; then,
under various images, particularly by images
borrowed from the conjugal relation, were
difplayed the ftrongeft affurances, and moft
lively illuftrations of the fuperior happinefs
contained in that promife. Hitherto no
happinefs had been enjoyed but what was
obfcured, more or lefs, with the frown of
jealoufy ; now the enjoyment of love in
perfection, began to be exhibited in the moft
endearing light, by bolder and more lively
promifes. Take for a fample the following
from the numerous paflages to this effect

contained s the prophets. Ifa. lxii. 3, 5.
¢ Thou
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Thou fhalt be a crown of glory in the
hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in
the hand of thy God ; thou fhalt no more
be termed forfaken, neither thall thy land
any more be termed defolate : but thou
fhalt be called Hephzibah, and thy land
Beulah ; for the Lord delighteth in thee,
and thy land fhall be married ; for as a
young man mairieth a virgin, {o fhall
thy fons marry thee; and as the bride-
groom rejoiccth over the bride, fo fhall
thy God rejoice over thee.”  Jer. xxxiij.

§—11. ¢ I will pardon all their iniquitics—

LY

¥4

and it fhall be to me a name of joy, a
praife, and an honour before all the 'na-

‘“ tions of the earth, who fhall hear all the

“
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good that I do unto them, and they fhall
tear and tremble for all the goodnefs, and
for all the profperity, that I procure unto
them. Thus faith the Lord, again there
fthall be heard 1in this place, the vaoice of
joy, and the voice of gladnefs, the voice
of the bridegroom, and the voice of the
bride, the voice of them who fhall fay,
praife the Lord of hofts, for the L.ord is
good, for his mercy endureth for ever.”

Hof. 1. 19, 20. ¢ And I will betrothe thee

fé

unto me for ever, yea, I will betrothe
¢¢ thee
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¢¢ thée unté me in tighteoufnefs, and in
‘¢ judgement, and in-loving kmdnefs, and
¢ in mercies 3 I will even betrothe thee unto
¢¢ me in faithfulnefs, and thou fthalt know
¢¢ the Lord.” And many others might be
eited to the {fame purpofe.

In the New Teftament again, where we
{te the apoftles boldly applymng to Chrift
every divine perfetion, and every peculiar
title 6f honour by which the prophets had
diftinguithed the true God from all idols
"and creatures ; we find due care is taken to
diftinguifh him as the one hufband, to whom
the church 1s efpouled, fo as to be charge-
able with idolatry, or fpiritual adultery, in
taking any other'in his ftead ; fo fays Paul
to the church or Corinth (2 Cor. xi. 2, 3.)
¢ 1 am jealous over you with the jealoufy of
‘“ God, for 1 have efpoufed you to one
¢ hufband, to prefent you a chafte virgin to
“ Chnft; but 1 fear, left by any means,
‘¢ as the ferpent beguiled Eve thro’ his fub-
¢ tilty, ‘fo your minds thould be corrupted
“ from fimplicity (or finglenefs) towards
“ Chrift.” And the perfe&ion of the hap-
pPihefs of the church 1is deféribed thus, Rev.
Xix. 7,8, g. ¢ Let us be glad and exult, and
¢ give honour to Him ; for the marriage

€€ of
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¢¢ of the J.amb is come, and his wife hath
¢¢ made herfelf ready. And to her was
‘¢ granted, that fhe fhould be arrayed in
‘¢ fine linen, clean and white 3 for the fine
¢¢ linen is the righteoufnefs as of the faints.
¢«¢ And he faith unto me, write, blefled are
¢ they who are called unto the marriage-
¢ fupper of the Lamb : and he faith unto
“ me, thefe are the true fayings of God.”

Now, to come more particularly to the
fubject, it is time to obferve, that Paul re-
minding the Ephefians of the mutual love
between Chrift and his church, {ets that love
before chriftian hufbands and their wives as
a pattern, as well as a forcible argument to
bind their confciences to conjugal affection.

Young people, when firft marriageable,
are apt fondly to prefume, that the common
propenfity formerly {poken of, will prove
a fufficient fecurity for conjugal affetion ;
but a little acquaintance with the world,
foon difcovers the vanity of this fond pre~
fumption : and it is no {mall proof of the
corruption of human nature, that there
{hould be fo much need for the affiftance of
the fupernatural principles of the gofpel, to
fupport and preferve an affection which has

fo firong a foundation in nature. At the
fame
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farhe time, we muft admiire the condefcene
fion and friendly regard of the Deity;
when we refle@® that this affe®ion, when
fupported and regulated by the Gafpel, is
exalted to the rank of.a chriftian wirtue,
and an imitation of the fon of God. !

The paflage which I am glancing at, runs
thus, Eph. v. 22—33. ¢ Wives be fubje&
¢ to your own hufbands as unto the Lord.
¢¢ For the hufband is head of the wife,; even
¢¢ as .Chrift is head . of the church: and
¢¢ he is the Saviour of the body. There-
<< fore as the church 1is fubjeét to Chrift, fo
¢ ]et the wives 4e to their own hufbands in
« every thing. Hufbands, love your wives;
¢¢ even as Chrift alfo loved the church, and
¢ gave himfelf for it, that he might fanctify
¢ it, cleanfing it with the wafhing of water
¢¢ by the word ; that he might prefent it to
¢ himfelf a glorious church, not having
‘¢ {pot, or wrinkle, or any fuch thing ; but
¢¢ that it fhould be holy, and waithout
‘“ blemith. So ought men. to love their
¢ wives, as their own bodies : he who loveth
‘“ his wife, loveth himfelf ; for no man ever
““ vet' hated his own flefh, but nouriftheth
““ and cheritheth it, even as the Lord the

¢ church ; for we are members of his body,
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¢ of his flcfhy, and of his bones. For thig
¢¢ caufe fhall a man leave his father and
¢¢ his mother, and fhall be joined to his
¢¢ wife, and thefe two fhall be one flefh.
¢ This is a great myftery, but I {peak con-
¢ cerning Chrift and the church. Never-
¢ thelefs, let every one of you in particular,
¢ {o love his wife even as himfelf ; and let
¢ the wife reverence her hufband.”

It 1s not in vain that the fcripture {peaks
in fuch honourable terms of marriage, and
brings fuch facred and exalted motives to
culuvate the affetion that belongs to it.
For as the will of God 1s, to confine the pro-
penfity of the fexes intirely within that ho-
nourable channel, {o he loudly denounces
his wrath againft all abufe of that propenfi-
ty, or indulgence of it any other way.
When fo confined, it ferves to promote that
noble affe&ion of love, which imitates the
Deity ; when not {o confined, 1t tends to the
greateft debafement of human nature, both
before God and man,

The law given by Chrift to direét the
coniciences of his difciples in regard to mar-
riage, 1s thus exprefied by his apoftle, 1 Cor.
vii. 2. ‘¢ To avoid fornications, let every
““ man have his own wife, and let every

‘¢ woman
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#¢ woman have her own hufband.” Thofe
-acquainted with the fcripture ftyle will ob.+
ferve, that the word fornication frequently
bears a more extenfive fenfe there, than in
our common difcourfe. It denotes what we
call adulterv, Mat. v. 32. and xix. g9.; it de-
notes inceft, 1 Cor. v. 1.; and it is ufed in
Jude v. 7. to denote the fin of Sodom. In
the text juft mentioned, the Greek expref-
fion is plural, and thould have been accord-
ingly fo rendered by our tranflators, as
they have properly done it Mat. xv. 19.
¢ Out of the heart, proceed evil thoughts,
¢¢ adulteries, fornications, &c.”

Sometimes the word fornication 1s attend-
ed with other words, giving a comprehenfive
view of the evil pratices which at other
times are cenfured under that word when
ufed alone; as Gal. v, 19. ¢ Now the works
¢ of the fleth are manifeft, which are thefe—
¢¢ adultery, fornication, uncleannefs, lafci-
“ vioufnefs.” ‘Thefe three laft expreflions
are hkewife claffed together in 2 Cor. xii,
21. and Paul feems to have every thing of
that kind in his eye, when, Eph. v. 3. he
warns the Ephefians againft fornication, and
@l uncleannefs.

D 2 Bus
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- Buf when, as. i qur text, the expreffion
is found alone, and to extend.its meaning,
ufed in the plural ; and that too, as refpe&mg
all the evils to be avoided by marriage ; we
muft conceive the apoftle’s meaning to be no
lefs than if he had faid, to aveid all impuri-
ties; or every abufe of the natural propenfity,
let every man have his own wife, and let
every woman have her own hufband; and
that accordingly, by the chriftian law, mar-
riage is oppofed to adultery, fornication,
and al/ uncleannefs.

What, the impurities guarded againft by
the chriftian Jaw of marriage are, may be
feen (befides the paffages already mention-
ed) in Ley.xviui. Rom. 1. 26, 27. Col 1. 54
1 Tim. 1. 10.- and 1 Cor. vi. q.

In the laft of thefe texts, we find claffed
together among, thofe who fhall not inherit
the kingdom of God, adulterers, effeminate,
abufers of themfelves with mankind, thieves,
&c. What our tranflators could mean. by
giving us the effeminate, ranked in the midft
of the moft heinous tranfgreflors of the law
of nature, i3 difficult to fay.. All who lead
quict lives, by cultivating the arts of peace,
are deemed effeminate, by thofe who are in-
ured to the hardfhips of war; and civilized

1 nations
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mations in general appear efleminate to the
more barbarous tribes whoknow not the re-
finements of civilization. |

- To me it appears paft doubt that the
Greek word malakoi, fhould 1n this .place be
rendered not effeminate but felf-pollutors. %
am. net the firft who have made this obfer-
vation, and agreeably thereto, the very
ancient Syriac verfion tranflates it by the
{fame word, or a branch of the fame werd,:
that is ufed in expreffing the fin of Onan,
Gen. xxxviii. 9. At any rate, the place
where the word in queftion ftands, fuffici-
~ently fthews that it -1s intended to cenfure
fome fort of uncleannefs; and when we
confider it as diftinguithed from the un-
cleannefles mentioned immediately before
and after, no tranflation, 1 apprehend, can
appear more natural and eafy than what has
been already offered.

To what has been faid on the occafional
extent of the word fornication, we may con-
ne&t likewife here the extenfive view of for-
nication given by Paul, 1 Thef. ive 3. 8.
where he oppofes it to the fanctification
and honour of a chriftian’s body, which
he calls his veflel, as elfewhere his taber-
nacle, ¢ For this,” fays he, ¢ is the will

¢ of
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* of God, even your {anttification, that
¢ ye fhould abftain from fornication, that
¢ cvery one of you fthould know how to
¢ poffefs his veflel in fan&ification and
‘* honour, not in the luft of concupifcence,
¢ cven as the Gentiles who know not God.
¢ For God hath not called us unto un-
¢¢ cleannefs, but unto holinefs. He there-
“ fore who defpifeth, defpifeth not man,
““ but God, who hath alfo given unto us
“ his holy {pirit.”. And laftly, to this may
be added, the very extenfive fenfe of adul-
tery given by the great chriftian lawgiver,
Mat. v. 27. ¢ Ye have heard that it was
¢ f{aid by them of old time, thou fhalt not
¢ commit adultery. But I fay unto you,
¢ that whofoever looketh on a woman te
““ luft after her, hath already committed
¢ adultery with her in his heart,”

What a fource for conviction is here open-
ed to all the human race! Who can look
into this perfe& law and fay, I am clean?
or who, as to this matter, can lay one hand
upon his heart, and with the other, point-
ing to his naighbour, fay, ¢ Stand by, I am
<¢ holier than thou ?” ‘This one fource of
conviction, when duly attended to, is enough
to darken the whole earth with defpair. But

how
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how much more abundant is the caufe
of thankigiving for the gracious and mer-
ciful appearance of Him, who could with
propriety {ay, Joh. viii. 12, * I am the light
¢¢ of the world; he who followeth me fhall
* not walk in darknefs., but fhall hawe the
¢ light of life.”

The grace that gave hun, the Holy One,
to fuffer for the impure, appears the richer,
when we refle€t on the awful teftimonies of
God’s fiery indignation againft uncleannefs
recorded 1n {cripture, as certain prefages of
the wrath to come: fo in Gen. xix. we
find that God rained fire and brimflone
from heaven on the people of Sodom and
Gomorrah, who are faid, chiefly in refpeét of
their uncleannefs, to have been wicked and
finners before the Lord exceedingly. And
in the new Teftament, Jude v. 7. that people
are faid to be fet forth for an example, fuf-
fering the vengeance of eternal fire : in like
manner Mofes, Lev. xviu. after giving a
detail of the impurities of the Canaanites, for
which fuch terrible deftru¢tion came upon
them, concludes the account thus, v. 27.
‘“ For all thefe abominations have the men
‘“ of the land done, who were before you,
““ and the land is defiled.”” And he warns

Ifrael,
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Hrael, v. 28~—30. ¢ That (fays he) the
¢ jand fpue you not out alfo, when you de-
“ file 1t, as it fpued out the nations that
% were before you; for whofoever fhall
«¢ commit any of thefe abominations, even
“ the fouls who commit them fhall be cut
“ off from among their people. ‘Dherefore
¢ fhall you keep mine ordinance, that you
‘“ commit not any one of thefe abominable
¢ cuftoms which were committed before
“ you, and that you defile not yourfelves
¢“ therein; I am the Lord your God.”
Agreeably to this, among the reafons given
for the captivity of Jerufalem, and the de-
ftru&tion of many of the people, Jerem. v.
2, 8, takes notice of their prevailing un-
cleannefs : and Ezek. xxii. g, 10, 11,
points out the feveral forts of it. ‘The houfe
of Ifrael, or the ten tribes, fuffered the like
judgment before Judah, for following the
abominable cuftoms of the nations who had
been deftroyed to give place to them, and
of the nations who now lived round.about
them ; and thefe laft mations again fuffered
the like judgments according to the predic-
tions of Jeremiah, and the other prophets of
that age : all which manifold difplay of de-

folating and deftroying judgement, was a
pledge
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pieége of the certainty of God’s determina=
tion, Zeph. iii. 8. where he fays, ¢ All the
¢ earth fhall .be devoured with the fire of
“ my jealoufy.” | '

Here we may juftly add, that the nations
called chriftian, trained up under the influ-
ence of a perverted gofpel; have not abound-
ed lefs than the anciént heathens in any
fpecies of uncleannefs, evén as the New Tefx
tament prophecies had foretéld. In {crip-
ture; this luft is pointed out as clofely con-
nected with pride and covetoufnefs; and
often as f{ubfervient to idolatry, which is
called adultery in the 1piritual fenfe; in So-
dom, it was connected, Ezek. xvi. 49. with
pride, fulnefs of bread, idlenefs, and un=
merciful covetoufnefs refpe&ing the poor,
Ifrael 1s complained of, as enticed, through
fornication, to idolatry. Some of the firft New
Teftament churches, are cenfured for hav-
ing among them thofe who taught to com-
'mit fornication, and to eat things facrificed
unto 1idols; and Peter prophefying of the
corruption of chriftianity, and the pernicious
ways 1nto which many would be feduced,
through the art and covetoufnefsof falfeteach-
ers, takes occafion ta obferve, 2 Pet. ii. g, 10.

“ The Lord knoweth haw to referve the
E “ unjuft
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¢ unjuft unto the day of judgment to be
¢ punithed ;” immediately adding, ¢ but
¢« chiefly thofe who walk after the flefh, in
“ the luft of uncleannefs, and defpifing
“ Government, &c.”

Now the better to underftand by what
means unclecannefs, in all 1ts branches, has
abounded as much under the profeflion of
chriftianity, as ever it did under heathen-
Hm, 1t will be proper to confider more par-
ticularly the chrnftian law of marriage,
(1 Cor. vii. 2.) of which we have only as
yet taken a general view.

And, 1ft. That law points out the reafon
that thould bind the confcience of a chrif-
tian 1n regard to marriage, and fhew him
whether he ought to marry or not. He muft
marry ¢ to avoid fornications,” or all un-
purities ; if he can avoid thefe without mar-
riage, he ought not to marry; if he does,
he does not marry in the Lord, or in {ub-
jection to the Lord’s authority. That this
1s the fenfe of the law, 1s evident from what
follows, ver. 7—g, where the apoftle fays,
¢“ 1 would that all men were even as I my-
¢ {elf, but every man hath his proper gift
‘¢ of God, one after this manner, and ano-
‘“ ther after that ; I fay therefore to the un-

‘¢ married
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“© married and widows, it i1s good for them,
€ if they abide even as I. But if they can-
€¢ not contain, let them marry, for it is bet-

¢ ter to marry than to burn.”
2d. It is evident then, that 1t 1s not left in-
tirely to a man’s own option whether he fhall
marry or not; even as it came not of his
own choice, that he 1s now this or that way
gifted of God: the divine law refpecting the
gift that God hath given him, fixes his duty
for him. ¢ All men, {ays Chrift, Math. xix.
‘“ 11, 12. cannot receive this faying (pre-
¢ fering a fingle life); but they to whom 1t
¢ i3 given :’ _then he {peaks of {fome eu-
nuchs who are born fo, of others made {o of
men, and of a third fort whg make them-
folves fo for the kingdom of heaven’s fake;
adding this plain law, ‘¢ He who 1s able to
‘¢ receive (the aforementioned faying) let
¢ him receive it.”> The two former forts,
being utterly difqualified for marriage by
natural defect, cannot propofe to marry
without offering a high infult to humanaity,
and the divine law. The third {ort muft be
thofe, who tho’ i1n fome degree capable of
marriage, and accordingly inclined to i,
have yet no f{uch inclination, but what may
be fubverted or fubdued by the mind’s being
E 2 cngaged
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engaged in a ferrous and laudable purfuit,
of which none f{urely can deferve the name
better, than a zealous purfuit of the interefts
of God’s kingdom; and this view of the
matter appears quite agreeable to the whole
ftrain of Paul’s reafoning, 1 Cor. vii.
Theretore, when we fee a man profefling
fubjettion to Chrift, and chufing to lead a
fingle Iite, the moft favourable judgment
we can form of him 1s, that he 1s either a
eunuch by abfolute natural defet, or that
it i1s given him of God to become {o, for the

kingdom of heaven’s {ake.
2d. If the reafon given in the chriftian
law, 15 the on/y reafon that can make it
warrantable for a chriftian to marry ; then
furely zbat 1s the only honourable reafon
that his mouth can openly avow as binding
his confcience. 1t 1s proper to attend ta
- this, becaufe when once, by the influence of
evil cufiom, people are induced to difavow,
or be athamed of the only honourable rea-
fon, then we may be aflured of hearing the
bale motives of vanity, ambition, and co-
vetoufnefs, not only openly avowed, but al{fo
effectually operating among men, to the
deftrution of the natural comfort of the
married ftate. But why fhould a chriftian
Iman
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man be athamed to own, that he marries
becaufe he cannot otherwife poffefs his body
in fan&ification and honour ? or can the
chafteft virgin, when folicited to marry, give
a more decent reafon for her compliance,
than, that the accepted a hufband to pre-
ferve her female honour pure and un-
{fpotted ? For tho’ a woman who commits
fornication forfeits her honour, the who
marries lofes nothing of her honour, but ra-
ther places it in greater {ecurity, by accept-
ing the love and protettion of a hufband.

4th. Seeing the chriftian law, oppofes
marriage to all impurities, it 1s evident that
thofe men greatly err, who have endeavoured
to tarnith the honour of marriage, as if 1t
were fome way incounfiftent with the exalted

purity and f{anctification of the chriftian
life.

This error took its rife from religious
pride, endeavouring to refine upon the goipel
rules of holinefs : and here, upon a general
view of the hiftory of religion, we may lay
it down for a maxim, that wherever we find
men zealous to exalt holinefs above the plain
words of the gofpel, and condemning any a-
mufement or enjoyment of life, not condemn-

e¢d by 1it, there we may be {ure to find fome
of




[ 30 ]

of the moft important precepts of the gofpel
greatly negleCted, or altogether fet afide;
thus the gofpel informs us, that the Pharifecs
refined on the. precepts of Mofes againft
bodily defilement, making many additional
rules that had no foundation in his law,
while they neglected the weightier matters
of that law ; and thus it i1s wecll known that
the Roman church has, for many ages, made '
many things unlawful, not condemned by
the gofpel, while they have been induftrious
to render of none effe€t cvery divine pre-
cept. And though the hypocrify of that
church, has for fomec ages been greatly ex-
pofed by proteftants, yet even among pro-
tcftant churches, the fame {pirit of religious
pride may be found, in fome degree, ftiil
working after its old fathion, condemning
fome things not condemned by the gofpel,
while it deceitfully undermines, and oppofes,
the great {cope and defign of the gofpel
precepts. |

When fpiritual pride, in this manner, be-
gan to leflen the honour of marnage, under
pretence of promoting fuperior purity and
holine{s, 1t 1s natural to think that the {crip-
ture-dotrine of mortification and difcon.

formity to the world, would be corrupted to
ferve
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ferve this pride; and particularly that an
unfair ufe would be made of Paul’s com-
mendations of a {ingle life, and his preferring
it to the married ftate. Accordingly, church-
hiftory informs us how the monaftic life was
introduced, by extravagant commendations
of virginity and fingle life, till the honour
of marriage in general was greatly funk, and
marriage torbidden to numerous claffes of
men altogether, by which means unclean-
nefs reigned thro’ the nations called chriftian,
attended by the moft inhuman cruelty, now
found neceflary, to conceal its effects.

It 1s proper therefore to obferve, in what
refpefts Paul prefers the fingle to the mar-
ried lifc. And this we fhall find he does,
not by throwing any refleCtions on the purity
of the conjugal affetion, or union, but in
re{pec¢t of the worldly care and anxiety in-
troduced by it; and becaufe, when perfecu-
tion grew violent, married perfons were ex-
poled to much greater perplexities and
hardfhips than thofe in a finglc ftate. In
general, the great advantage of the fingle
life, in refpect of which he counts them
happier than the married, lies in this, that
being lefs entangled with worldly cares, they

are at greater liberty to cxert themfielves 1n
the
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the fervice of Chrift, to travel about as thé
fervice of the gofpel may require, and when
perfecuted in one city to fly to another. So
his words run thus, 1 Cor. vit. 32—335:

{4
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But I would have you without carefulnefs:
He who 1s unmarried careth for the
things that belong to the Lord, how he
may pleafe the Lord ; but he that is mar-
ried, careth for the things of the world
how he may pleafe his wifes ‘There is
difference alfo between a wife and a vir:
gin. ‘The unmarried woman careth for
the things of the Lord, that the may be
holy, both in body and in {pirit ; but the
who is married, careth for the things that
are of the world, how fhe may pleafe her
hufband. And this I {fpeak for your own
profit; not that I may caft a fnare upon
you (or rather a cord, referring to the
Jewith language about binding and loof-
ing the confcience; as if he faid, not to
make you fufpeét it finful to marry) but
for that which 1s comely, and that you
may attend upon the Lord without dif-

traction;” that is, worldly care.

If then, comparing a married with an un-

married profeflor of the faith, we find the
former more attentive to the fervice of

2 Chrift,
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Ehrift and the gofpel, than the latter, wa
fmuft at the fame tlme,‘act:_ordmg. to Paul’s
doftrine; pronounce him mére eminent in
holinefs and purity of life than the other.
And if we sthould fee one, otherwife dife
pofed for miarriage, determined to chufe a
fingle life thro® carefulnefs about the worldy
or the eager purfuit of gain, and fear of ex-
pence==~we cannot fee the authority of the
Lord influencing him at all; but rather a
bafe, fordid paffion, wholly belonging to the
corruption. of nature, overcoming a natural
and honourable propenfity. As for thofe,
who, under pretence of difconformity to the
world, and devoting themlielves wholly to
Chrift, withdrew from  the cities whero
churches were plaiited, to lead monaftic lives
in the wildernefs, we muft confider them ra-
ther as departing from the prefence of the
l.ord, and as cowardly deferters from the
appointed field for fighting the good fight
of faith, which muft be maintained with
carneft contention before the face of its nu-
merous enemies. ‘The fame fort of people
who firft retired to defert places, were afcer-
wards lodged in the fecret chambers, or in
cells, cloifters, or monafteries. Againft all

fuch hypocritical pretences to nearer con-
. F nection
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tie&ion with Chrift, he himfelf forwarns us,
Mat. xxiv. 23=26. ¢ If any man fhall
¢ f{ay to you, lo, here is Chrift, or there,
¢¢ believe it not: If they fhall fay unto
¢ vou, behold he is in the defert, go not
¢¢ forth; behold he 1s in the {ecret cham-
¢¢ bers, believe it not.”

Tho’ proteftants have been taught to ex-
claim againft the' hypocrify of the Roman
church in this, as well as other refpelts,
yet we tnay eafily perceive the fame {pirit
cherifhed among them, and their religious
leaders, notwithftanding all the reftraints
divine providence in thefe latter ages has laid
them under. And as nothing ferves more
to propagate 1rrehigion and loofenefs of man-
ners, than hypocrify eafily difcovered; fo
a manifeft connetion between thefe effets
and their proper {ource, may very common-
ly be perceived in the families of devout
proteftants. It has been often obferved,
that the children of the regularly-devout fort
of people, arc frequently found remarkably
irreligious, and loofe in their condu®&. And
iIs it not equally obfervable, that fuch of
them as take a religious turn, are, generally
fpeaking, no lefs remarkable for covetouf-
nefs and fclf-conceit > I'low rare a thing 1is

I At
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it to find 2 man of a religious character,
bringing up his children in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord ? " Is it not far more
common, to find fuch, training. up their
children in religious pride, and an eager
purfuit of worldly gain? And when the
children come to be marriageable, which we
may reckon the critical period, on which
the comfort of their lives as well as their
chara&er muft in a great meafure ‘depend,
how few parents are at pains to 1nftruct
them in the chriftian law about marriage,
or to imprefs their minds with a fenfe of
the fear of God in regard toit? And how
many, through covetous or ambitious views,
either diffuade their children from marriage,
or {o difcourage their particular choice, as
either to break their {pirits, or compel them
to vicious courfes ? but whatever other vici-
ous courfcs they may be compelled to, they
are ftrongly charged againft indulging them-
felves with loofe women, this being attended,
not only with confiderable expence, but alio
with great ritk of public lofs of charatter.

And here it may be obferved, that the
difcipline of many churches, tho’ very re-
mifs in regard to other worldly lufts, is often

very inqufitive and fharp-fighted, to detect
F 2 and
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and cenfure this fpecies of uncleannefs~]
mean, betwixt a free man and a free woman,
which is diftinguithed by the name of fimplg
fornication. -

On this occafion 1t may be proper to obs
ferve, in what light this pradtice was cons
fidered among the heathens, when the apof-
tles wrote to the firt churches, condemning
it as an evil by no means to be tolerated
among them.

It appears from the famous fpeech of
Auguftus, rebuking the gentlemen batche-
lors of Rome, whofe number he obferved,
with difpleafure, to he very great, that to
live in fornication, was confidered as a loafe
and difhonqurable way of living, compared
with the honourable ftate of marriage: but
tho’ a lifetime fpent in this practice, efpeci-
~ally when the number of unmarried men
was fo great as to be a manifeft damage to
the ftate, might draw the difefteem, and
even the refentment of the public; vyet, fet-
ting afide this complex view of the matter,
it would {eem that occalional inftances of
this practice, were fcarcely deemed {ufficient
to fix a blot upon a man’s charaéter, even
by thofe who were ready ta thew high refent-
ment againft adultery, and againft difho-

nouring
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pouring a virgin. The pratice being coms
mon was generally winked at; ner do I find
that the heathens had any laws making it
criminal in the man, though the univerfa}
voice pronounced infamy on the woman.

In confequence of this view of the matter
among the heathens, it appears fram the
decree of the apoftles, Afts xv, 29.as well as
from their epiftles to the churches, that the
(Gentile converts were averfe to admit any
conviction of the finfulnefs of fornmication,
even after they had been convinced of their
former wickednefs in many other refpelts.
So.the apofties 1n that decrece (which may be
called the charter of the Gentiles freedom
from the Jewifth law) finding it neceffary to
charge the Gentiles to abftain from meats
offered to 1dols, and from blood, and from
things {trangled, charges them, at the fame
time, to abftain from fornication; adding,
* from which if you keep yourielves, you
*¢ fhall do well,” as finding 1n them no o-
ther evil practice they were difpofed to de-
fend.

Yet long after this decree was delivered to
the churches, we find it was a matter of no
{mall anxious carc to the apoftle Paul, to

¢nforce upon them the precept againft for-
nication :
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and cenfure this fpecies of uncleannefs—J
mean, betwixt a free man and a free woman,
which is diftinguithed by the name of fimplg
fornication. -

On this occafion it may be proper to ob=
ferve, in what light this practice was cons
fidered among the heathens, when the apof-
tles wrote to the firft churches, condemning
it as an evil by no means to be tolerated
among them.

It appears from the famous fpeech of
Auguftus, rebuking the gentlemen batche-
lors of Rome, whofe number he obferved,
with difpleafure, to he very great, that to
live in fornication, was confidered as a loafe
and dithonourable way of living, compared
with the honourable ftate of marriage : but
tho’ a lifetime {pent in this practice, efpeci-
ally when the number of unmarried men
was fo great as to be a manifeft damage to
the ftate, might draw the difefteem, and
cven the refentment of the public; vyet, fet-
ting afide this complex view of the matter,
it would frem that occafional inftances of
this praltice, were {carcely deemed fufficient
to fix a blot upan a man’s character, even
by thofe who were ready ta thew high refent-
ment againft adultery, and againft difho-

nouring
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pouring a virgin, ‘The practice being conss
mon was generally winked at; nor do I find
that the heathens had any laws making it
criminal in the man, though the univerial
voice pronounced infamy on the woman.

In confequence of this view of the matter
among the heathens, it appears fram the
decree of the apoftles, A&s xv, 29.as well as
from their epiftles to the churches, that the
Gentile converts were averfe to admit any
conviction of the finfulnefs of fornication,
even after they had been convinced of their
former wickednefs in many other reipecls.
So.the apofties in that decree (which may be
called the charter of the Gentiles freedom
fram the Jewifth law) finding it neceflary to
charge the Gentiles to abftain from meats
offered to idols, and from blood, and from
things ftrangled, charges them, at the fame
time, to abftain from farnication; adding,
* from which if you keep yourfelves, you
¢#¢ fhall do well,” as finding in them no o-
ther evil practice they were difpoied to de-
fend.

Yct long after this decree was delivered to
the churches, we find it was a matter of no
{mall anxious care to the apoftle Paul, to

cnforce upon them the precept againft for-
nication :
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mcation : ‘yea, he finds it neceffary, in a
particular manner, to refute the reafonings
that were advanced in its defence among the
members of the Corinthian church ; and this
he does upon principles of horiour, elevating
the mind to a tenor of conduct {uperior to
what 1s enforced merely by common law ;
principles of honour to which they were
entire fltrangers before they knew Chrift :
cven as we may find a nobleman, animated
by 2 fenfe of dignity, to thew more honour-
in his ations, than is to be found with
thofe who aim no higher than to efcape
the penalties of the laws of their country.

I own indeed, that viewimg .this matter
attentively, even by the light of nature, a
good dea} may be fatd againft fornication ;
for it may be faid, and I think juftly too,
that it debafes human nature, and fets man
too miuch on a level with the Brutcs.. while
he indulges the propenfity which he has in
common with them, at the rate of throwing
afide the principles of love, and honour,
which we formerly obferved to be likewife
natural as well as peculiar to him. And
here, various confiderations might be perti-
nently urged, refpecting the confequence of
this practice ; fuch as, the rifk of improper

cducation,
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education, infamy, and .other difadvantages-
to the offspring, &c.; but I chufe to con-
fine myfelf to the praice itfelf in the fimple
and primary view of it.

Now, I can eafily conceive a nobleman
of a lively fenfe of honour, though a ftranger
to the gofpel, refifting a temptation to com-
mit fornication, by fuch reafoning as this—
¢ Shalll debafe myfelf to become one flefth
¢ with a wench, who, the firft opportunity,
‘“ may admit my footman or my {lave to
¢ the fame intimacy? no; it wounds my
““ honour,—~—I f{corn the thought!” And
perhaps it is chiefly, or only in this point of
view, that infidel gentlemen, who yet retain
any quick fenfe of honour, can be led to fee
any thing dithonourable in fornication.

But this way of reafoning lofes much of
its force, when we would addrefs ourfelves
to the lower clafs of mankind ; for tho’ we
thould infift ever fo much on the peculiar
dignity of human nature, they are {o much
accuftomed to find their mafters, or {upe-
riors, paying little or no more regard to
them, than they do to their brutes, that this
kind of reafoning does not greatly cngage
their attention : we have indeed the lefs oc-
€afion to wonder at this ftupidity in our

lowes
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lower fort of people, when we refle®, that
moft of our gentlemen of rank and figure,
who can at any time.declaim Huently upon
the dignity of human nature, and are ready
to pledge their honour upon every occafion,
do yet dilcover very httle honour in their
actions, particularly with regard to the mat-
ter we are now treating of ; fo that it is hard
to fay. where their honour lies, except it be
in their readinefs to refent an affront—whem
they dare.

But it 1s the peculiar glory of the gofpel,
as a fupernatural revelation, that it is adapt-
ed to beget in the lower clafs of mankind,
the nobleft fentiments of honour, and fuch
an exalted fenfe of the dignity of human
nature, as far furpafles the comprehenfion of
the great men of the world.

Now, it 1s obfervable that the Apoftle
introduces his argument agamnft fornication,
1 Cor. vi. 11. by reminding the belicving
Corinthians of the high dignity to which
they were advanced by their conneltion with
Chrift, and fome of them from the bafeft
condition of the greateft defilement : for
giving a lift of the more infamous characters
that exclude men from the kingdom of God,
fornicators, thieves, drunkards, &c.—he 1m-

mediately
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thediately adds, ver: 11: “ And fuch weis
“¢ fome of you; but ye are wathed, but ye
‘f are fan&nﬁed but ye are Juﬂuﬁed in the
¢¢ name of the Lord Jefus, and by the {pirit
¢¢ of our God.” And we find the apoftles
in all their epiftles, dealing much in remind-
ing chriftians of the high dignity of their
calling, when animating them te the {pirited
exercife of the chriftian Vlrtues ; even as the
guardians of young princes or noblemen,
inculcate upon them their exalted birth and
high expectations, in order to elevate their
minds above every thing that is bafe and
fordid.

The news of a flave being adopted into
the family of a great king, to rank with
princes of the blood, would carry a high
found in this world ; but what a poor idca
would it have conveyed to the apoftles,
compared to the high fenfe they had of the
dignity of thofe, whom they faw exalted
from the bafeft condition to be in Chrift
Jefus ? See how Paul addrefles thefe fame
Corinthians in the firft chapter of his firft
epiftle, ver. i_6, &c. ¢ Ye {fec your calling
¢ brethren—God hath chofen the bafe
¢« things of the world—But of him are ye
¢¢ jin Chrift Jefus.” Thus he addtefles ano-

G ther
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ther church, ¢ To the church of the Theflas
¢ lonians, i# God the father, and in the
¢¢ Lord Jefus Chrift.” And fee what a
bold ftyle he ufes concerning many of the
faithful of old who were expelled from fo-
ciety, Heb. xi. 38. ** They, of whom the
¢« world was not worthy, wandered in de-
¢ ferts, &c.”

Hence we find him {o often animating his
brethren in {uch language as this, * Where-
«¢ fore holy brethren, partakers of the hea-
¢ venly calling—I befeech you that ye walk
‘¢ worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are
< called, &c.—Worthy of God who hath
¢¢ called you into his kingdom and glory,
¢ &c.” And while he confiders all the reft
of the world as in darknefs, and under the
power of Satan, he calls upon them as the fons
of God, and children of the light, to live
as became fuch; remindmg them that all
things that are reproved or blameable, are
now made manifeft in their proper deformai-
ty by the light of the gofpel, and therefore
that 1t became them to purfue a more exalt-
ed morality, not eftimating the difference
between good and evil, by the narrow, dark,
and corrupted maxims of worldly {fociety,

but



{ 43 ]
but by the clear and forcible light of the
gofpel. | |

Now it would feem that the Corinthian
plea was to this effet; in fimple fornica-
tion, where both parties are free and willing,
no injury is done to fociety in general, nor
to our neighbour in particular; f{o the law
that charges us to work no ill to our neigh-
bour 1s no way broken, nor do we tranfgrefs
any law of our country ; therefore we cannot
fee why the practice thould be deemed un-
lawful : befides, by this practice, we do no-
thing againft nature, but rather comply
with its ditates. Hath not the Author of
nature formed the fexes, with a2 mutual pro-
penfity, even as he hath formed meats for
the belly, and the belly for meats? Why
then fhould not nature be complyed with 1n
the one cafe, as well as in the other ¢ This
appears to have been the force of their plea;
and I apprehend that in that plea, they fug-
gefted the fubftance of all the arguments,
that have yet been advanced by our infidel
reafoners in defence of fornication.

Let us now quote the text itfelf, where
the apoftle, after his ufual manner of reafon-
ing, firft in few words produces the ftrength
of their plea, and then follows it clofe with

G 2 his
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his anfwer, 1 Cor. vi. 12, 13, 14. ¢ Al
¢ things are latwful unto me ; but all things are
¢ not expedient : all things are lawful for mes
“ but I will not be brought under the
““ powerof any. Meats for the belly, and the
¢ belly for meats; but God fhall deftroy
“ both 1t and them, Now the body is not
¢ for fornication, but for the Lord, and the
¢ J.ord for the body: and God hath both
‘¢ raifed up the Lord, and will alfo raife up
¢¢ us by his own power.”

Here, it is plain, that Paul recafons with
them on their own maxims, and thews, that
even admitting thefe maxims to be true,
they were not {ufficient to fupport the con-
clufions attempted to be built upon them,
Be 1t fo, as if he had faid, that all things
which may be done without injuring my
neighbour are lawful; yet fo long as I re-
tain any fenfe of the dignity of my own na-
ture, I muft fhill judge how far it becomes
me to exercife my liberty : for it may often
happen that my going to the utmoft bounds
of my liberty, may prove difgraceful to my-
felf, even though I give no perfon juft caufe
to complain of an injury; fo that though
all things, in this view, may be lawful for

me, yet all things are not expedient,
1 Seeing
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Seeing then it becomes me to confider
myfelf as fuperior to all my natural appe-
tites or propenfities, and accordingly to hold
them in fubjettion to myfelf, or in regular
{fubordination to my capital intereft and
honour ; I will not fuffer any one of them
to enflave me, or divert me from purfuing
the great end of my being ; fo that though
all things be lawful for me, I will not be
brought under the power of any. .

But #till you infift, that what you plead
for, is no way difthonourable to our nature,
and this you would illuftrate by bringing a
parallel cafe, faying, ¢ Meats for the belly,
¢¢ and the belly for meats,” True; but even
this maxim muft be taken with {ome limi-
tation ; for the body is not always to be
fupported by meats received into the belly ;
but God fhalt deftroy both it and them, and
yet raife up our bodies to fubfift in another
manner altogether, in a life far fuperior to
the prefent: and therefore, even our care
about the belly, muft be fubordinate to our
expectations, of that more honourable and.
happy ftate, to which our bodies are deftined.
But I fay further; I deny the two cafes to
be parallel ; and [ affirm, that the body 1s

not
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not for fornmication, but for the Y.ord, and
the Lord for the body.

Hence it appears, that the apoftle lays the
ftrefs of his argument, on that fupernatural
connection between the Lord, and the bodies
as well as fpirits of his pcople, which was
founded in his taking part with them in
fleth and blood, and which 1s maintained
and enjoyed among them, by his {pirit
dwelling with their {pints, in their mortal
bodies ; or their partaking with him in that
holy fpirit, whereby he 1s glorified in foul
and body, and made exceeding joyful at
God’s right-hand : and the certain confe-
quence of this connecCtion 1s, the refurreftion
of their bodies, as the apoftle immediately
adds, ¢ And God hath both raifed up the
*“ Lord Jefus, and will alfo raife up us by
¢ his own power.

Accordingly, the immediate tendency or
effe&t of this connetion, even 1in this life,
when chriftians begin to relith and enjoy it,
is to give them an elevation of mind beyond
the reft of mankind, who are all in fcripture
confidered as having their minds debafed, by
the influence of that {pirit, which anciently
informed the body of the ferpent, whofe

carthly, fenfual, and debafed temper, as
conducting
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conduéting the minds of his offspring, is
ftrongly marked in the words of the curfe
pronounced upon him, Gen. iii. 14. ¢ Upon
¢ thy belly fhalt thou go, and duft fhalc
¢ thou eat, all the days of thy life.” And
this elevation of mind leads all who have
obtained 1it, fo to live in the world, as be-
comes fons of God, and heirs of a king-
dom; even as they hope to reign in their
bodies raifed from the dead, over the whole
reftored creation, in partnerfhip with the
Son of God. So the apoftle upbraids alil
who name the name of Chrift, or profefs
connettion with him, as extremely infenfible
of that conne&ion, if they are not influenc-
ed by that elevation of mind, that fellowthip
with him in his {pirit, which leads to 2 more
noble way of thinking and alting, than
takes place among the reft of mankind ;
even as the guardians of a young prince or
nobleman would readily upbraid him, if
they faw his a&ions unworthy of his birth
and high expectations.

Agreeably to this, the next words of the
apoftle (1 Cor. vi. 15~—1%7.) run thus,
¢ Know ye not that your bodies are the
¢ members of Chrift? Shall I then take

¢¢ the members of Chrift, and make them
¢ the
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¢ the members of an harlot ? Far be it!,
¢ What! know you not that he who is
¢ joined to an harlot is one body ? for two
“ (faith.he), fhall be one fleth ; but he who
¢ is joined to the Lord, is one {pirit.”’ Then
he proceeds, bringing all the moft forcible.
motives in view at once, to forbid fornicas
tion of every fort, as directly, and at firft
inftance dithonourable to the body ; whereas
every other luft, however confequentially
dithonourable, both to body and {pirit, ope~.
rates, or is intended to operate'ﬁrﬁ, on fome:
objet without the body. ¢ Flee fornicati=-
¢ on,” fays he, ver. 18—20. ¢ Every fin.
¢ that a man doth is without the body, but,
““ he who committeth fornication, finneth
« againft his own body. What, know ye
¢ not that your body is the temple of the
¢ Holy Ghoft which is in you ? which ye.
¢¢ have of God, and ye are not your own ?,
¢ For ye are bought with a price: there
¢ fore glorify God in your body, and in
¢ your {pirit, which are God’s.” |

Thus, along with the arguments which
he had before advanced, he now urges the
high and invaluable price of their redempti-
on, paid by the Son of God, when he laid

down his lifc for them ; and this as a power-

ful
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ful motive to engage them to honour in their
body and {pirit the living and true God,
who provided fuch a ranfom for them, and
who thereby bought them for his own {fer-
vice; even the fame motive that is urged
by another apoftle (1 Pet, 1. 18, 19.) to
withdraw his friends in the faith from their
former vain converfation, when he fays,
¢¢ Forafmuch as ye know that ye were not
¢ redeemed with corruptible things, as
¢ filver and gold, from your vain conver-
¢ fation received by tradition from your
¢¢ fathers, but with the precious blood of
¢¢ Chrift, as of a lamb, without blemifh, and
‘¢ without f{pot.”

Now, upon a review of the apof’cle S rea-
foning, though it 1s evident that he lays the
main ftrefs on fupernatural argument, yet 1
am far from thinking that he excludes what
was formerly hinted as fuggefted by nature,
in regard to the honour of the human body.
Yea, it is far more agreeable to the tenor of
his reafoning here, and to the language of
his epiftles in general, with refpect to forni-
cation, to conclude, that in this cafe, as well
as in various others, the fuperadded light of
the gofpel, more clearly evinces and enforces

what the light of nature fuggefted ; and not
H only
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only fo, but is likewife fitted to roufe the
heart from that lethargy into which it is
funk by evil cuftoms while deftitute of the
hope of a blefled refurrection, fo to clear
the eye of the mind to perceive more
quickly and diftinctly the fimple diftates of
nature, as the prefence of the {fun makes
the difference of many objects firike the eye
at once, that were but more faintly difcerned
while only the moon and ftars appeared.
For fuch is the debafement of mankind,
when deftitute of the gofpel, or among
whom the gofpel has been greatly corrupted,
that in regard to ¢ what they know naturally
¢ as brute beafts, in thefe things they corrupt
¢ themfelves.” Hence we fo often find the
apoftles calling chriftians to diftinguith
themielves from other Gentiles immerfed in
{tupidity and ignorance, Eph. iv. 17—20.
¢“ This 1 fay therefore and teftify in the
¢ Lord, that y¢ henceforth walk not as the
¢“ other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their
minds, having the underftanding darkned,
being alicnated from the life of God,"
through the ignorance that is in them, be-
caufc of the blindnefs of their heart ; who
being paft feeling, have given themfelves
over to lafcivioufnefs, to work all un-
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t¢ cleannefs with greedinefs : but yé have
““ not fo learned Chrift, &c.” And Ch. v.
11—13. ¢ Have no fellowthip with the un-
¢ fruitful works of darknefs, but tather re-
‘“ prove them; for it is a thame even to
¢¢ {peak of thoie things which arc done of
 them in fecret. But all things that are
‘¢ reproved, are made manifeft by the
“ light.” And 1 Thef. iv. 5. ¢ Not inthe
““ luft of concupiicence, cven as the Gennles
““ who know not God, &c.”

What has been faid, may, perhaps, re-
ceive illuftration, by exhibiting a cafe in
point.—Eugenio, though but poorly edu-
cated, wanted not ambition. Whenh he
came to be of age to pufh his fortune, he
projected various {chemes to raife himfelf ;
all which, by various accidents, proved abor-
tive. He then fought relief to his mind in
diffipation ; he became a conftant tavern-
haunter with low and loofe company, whofe
coarfe manners,obf{cene converfation, and dii-
{olute mirth, became familiar and agreeable
‘to him, as being found, in fome fort, necef-
Afary to divert the chagrin -that preyed upon
him in his folitary hours. When he had
{pent a few years in this courfe of life, he un-
expectedly, by the death of fome relations,

H-2 be-
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became heir to the eftate and honours of 2
nobleman. He advanced his claim, and
got it fuftained. And now the fenfe of ho-
nour, that had been almoft quite extinguifh-
ed, began to kindle afrefh in his breaft. He
lamented the meannefs of his education, and,
in order to fupply the defet made it his
bufinefs to get acquainted with gentlemen
diftinguifhed for good fenfe and politenefs,
capable to promote chuarfulnefs and good.
humour with decency. To fuch he ftudied
to render his houfe and table acceptable and
inviting on all occafions. The longer he
enjoyed his new company, the more his re-
lith for it encreafed, the more his fenfe of ho-
nour was refined, and his difguft at his for-
mer company and way of life {fo confirmed,
that he now ferioufly wonders, how any man
can be fo loft to refletion as.to fuffer him-
felf to be entangled in fuch a courfe. He
even wonders what could enchain him to it
fo long, and is apt to confider all that pe-
riod as a feafon of infatuation or madnefs,
or as if he had fo long laboured under the
delirtum of a fcver. Though his unex-
peted change of condition firft opened his
“eyes, and ro"'rﬂ the fenfe of honour in his
heart, yet he now clearly fees, that courfe

of
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of life to be, not only unbecoming a man of
rank, adorned with titles of honour, but dif-
graceful to the loweft of the human fpecies,
or, in two words, not only ignoble, but alfo
unmanly.

It may be proper now to obferve, that the
Gofpel, which condemns all uncleannefs,
not only propofes marriage as an honourable
guard againft it, but alfo confults the com-
fort of the married ftate, by enforcing upon
Chriftians, in that ftate, the fentiment of
love and honour, by which, as obferved be-
fore, the common propenfity in the human
fpecies 1s peculiarly dignified. So fays
Paul, Col. 1i1. 19. ¢ HuYbands, love your
““ wives, and be not bitter againft them :™
and Peter, 1. Ep. 1ii. 7, after exhorting
the wives, adds, ¢ Likewife, ye Luibands,
“ dwell with them according to knowledge,
* oiving honour unto the wife, as unto the
““ weaker veflel, and as being heirs together
¢ of the grace of life, that your prayers be
¢ not hindred.”

As 1 formerly ebiferved how the {cripture
enforces conjugal love, it remains, that fome
notice be now taken of the honour that muft
attend it; for love cannot long fubfift, un-

lefs honour go hand-in-hand along with it.
When



[ 54 ]

When we obferve the gentle and refi)e&:
ful manners, which nature, without reafon-
ing, effeCtually inftills into young pcople
entering into the conjugal relation, when
drawn to it by entire love ; either as we find
the cafe defcribed to us in books, or as it
fometimes appears in common life ; a ftrong;
prefumption arifes, that now a folid founda-
tion is laid for lafting happinefs. Accord:
ingly, this promifing period of human life,
fo big with flattering hopes, and fo fit to
foothe the common foible of fallen mankind,
who ftill dream of fome earthly paradife;
' readily engages the attention of all compa-
panies, as it conftantly employs the pen of
many writers. But experience {oon fteps in;
and damps our expectation, by reprefenting
to us, as modern fiyle fometimes will have
it, that there 1s a kind of fatality that pre-
fides over and frowns upon the life of man,
{till forbidding his happinefs to be complete;
often entirely defeating his moft prudent and
well-weighed {chemes, and conftantly mak-
ing enjoyment [(fall fthort of expectation.
Or, even when no remarkable crofs accident
intervenes, that there is fomething In man’s
_nature, that forbids him to be quite happy,

and feems induftrious to create eaufe of dif-
quict
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gquiet to him, when every thing around him
feems to invite him to happinefs.

When we look into the {cripture, we fee
the caufe of this, for it plainly aflures us,
that this prefent life is forfeited by fin, and
fubjeted to the curfe and frown of the
Deity ; and that accordingly every allevia-
tion or fufpenfion of its miferies, ought to
be thankfully acknowledged, as an evidence
of the divine long-fuffering and bounty.

But, though the frown of providence, for-
bidding complete happinefs in this life, is
too univerfally manifeft to be called in quef-
tion, yet it is obfervable, that what may be
called the two firft {cenes of human life, open
with fuch fair beginnings, and fuch bloom-
ing profpects, as to give fome hint how
happy this earthly life would have been, had
it not been forfeited ; even as the unavoid-
able adverfities of life, by deriving, com-
monly, a great thare of the mifery that at-
tends them, from the high expectations
which we fo fondly entertain, become a
proof of the forfeiture, too plain to be de-
nted.

By the two fcenes above alluded to, I
mean, in the firft place, the charming prof-
pe€t of innocence, joined with unaftected

oalcty
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gaiety of heart, which ftrikes us when we
behold the fmiles and play of a healthy thriv-
ing child! And the next {cene i1s what we
have mentioned, that of a loving pair, ob-
taining their defired union by marriage.
From thefe two, all the fondeft pictures of
human happinefs are drawn ; and by thefe
the profpect i1s bounded. Even the imagi-
nation of the poet can foar no higher, than
to fome combination or refinement of thefe,
‘Thus, man refembles the flowers which
open in the {fpring. He blooms for a while,
difplays his higheft excellency, and {wells
his hopes;~—~then gradually fades, till he
fall into the grouud, from whence he {fprang,
And thus we find the {cripture makes a trug
eftimate, when it fays, 1 Pet, 1, 24, 235,
¢ All flefh is as grafs,and all the glory of man
¢ as the flower of the grafs.”—*¢ The grafs
¢ withereth, and the flower thereof falleth
¢¢ away; but the word of the Lord endureth
‘¢ for ever : and this 1s the word, which by
* the gofpel 1s preached unto you.”

Now, though the gofpel never inflames
our love of this life, by drawing alluring
pi€tures of its enjoyments, nor flatters our
pride with delufive hopes, which only ferve

to imbitter difappointment, yet it throws a
bene-
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benevolent eye on the concerns of this mortal
life, and breathes fuch a fpirit of humanity
and patience, as tends, not only to alleviate
the unavoidable calamities of it, but to pre-
vent or heal thofe miferies, which we cre=
ate to ourfelves by the dilorder of our own
paflions.

With a view to this; in the cafe before us,
the gofpel finds it needfuly; as we have feen
by the text already cited, to remind the huf=
band of the reafon fuggefted by nature why
he thould maintain his affetion to his wife,
in the way of giving honour to her. The
Greek phrafe here has a propriety and foree,
not fo obvious in our verfion. It runs liter-
ally thus : ¢¢ Asunto the weaker veflel, the
“ female, or womanly giving honour,”’—
taking wwomayly, in the like honourable fenfe
as we ufe the word manly, when we {peak of
what is peculiarly becoming a man: fo plain-
ly intimating, that in every refpect wherein the
woman is formed weaker than the man, fthe
1s furnifhed with fo many female recommen-
dations, rendering her the more worthy of
her hufband’s love and efteem ; or, that every
branch of her natural weaknefs, is adorned
with fuch female advantages, as*could not

X well
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well fubfift, but in conneftion with that
weaknefs.

There is, therefore, in the married ftate,
an honour due by the man to the woman, as
there is an honour due by the woman to the
man; and the duty incumbent upon the
chriftian hufband, in oppofition to neglect-
ing, defpifing, or, (as 1t is moft properly
termed) ¢¢ being bitter againft bis wife,” is to
‘¢ dwell with her according to knowledge,”
by loving her, giving honour, and fthewing
manly tendernefs to her, as zbe weaker veffel,
the womanly ; while the counter-duty of the
wife is equally enforced to fubmit, obey,
and give honour to him, as tbe man, the bead.
The {fubmifhion commanded on the part of
the woman, 1s fempered by the love com-
manded on the part of the man; and in the
fedulous and continued cultivation and tem-
pering of the mutual honour, thus due to
each other, lies the happinefs of the married
pair ; living together as heirs of the grace of
hfe.

Now, in connection with the conjugal love
and fentiment of honour, enforced by the
chrifhan law, in manner before mentioned,
the apoftlegin the paflfage already cited,
1 Cor. chap. vii. adds, ver. 3 and 5, ¢ Let

¢ the
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¢ the hufband render unto the wife duebe-
¢ nevolence, and likewife alfo the wife un-
¢ to the hufband. The wife hath not power
¢ of her own body, but the hufband ; and,
¢¢ in like manner alfo, the hufband hath not
¢¢ power of his own body, but the wife,
¢¢ Defraud ye not one the other, except it
¢¢ be with confent for a time, that ye may
¢ give yourfelves to fafting and prayer; and
‘¢ come together again, that Satan tempt
- ¢ you not for your incontinency.”

Here is a plain law, enforcing upon the
conicience of both the chriftian man and
woman, the reciprocal duty aof marriage :
and as the gratification of the natural pro-
penfity of the fexes, 1s, for the wifeft pur-
pofes, confined by the great lawgiver within
this line, fo here is a f{trong charge to the
married pair, againft defrauding one another,
or neglecting to attend to the mutual claims
of that propenfity on either fide. It is called
¢¢ defrauding’’ one anather, on account of
the power, or right, which the facred con-
traét of marriage gives ta each over the
other; and it is to guard againft this fraud,
and the impurities to which it may lead,
that the apoftle, though it may be lawful
an certain occafions for married perfons to

I2 abftaip
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abftain from the conjugal enjoyment for a
feafon, charges them to come together again,
left Satan, through the force of their paf-
fions, get an advantage againft them.

It 1s evident from this paffage, that the
hufband and the wife have the fole claim,
cach upon the other ; and that in the decent
and proper maintenance of thefe claims, the
gratification of the natural propenfity is
both lawful and honourable, and free from
all manner of defilement, both before God
and man.

To illuftrate what has been faid, it may
be proper to confider the whole paffage al-
ready glanced at, in 1 Pet. iil. 1—%, which
runs thus : ¢¢ Likewife, ye wives, be in {ub-
‘¢ jection to your own hufbands, thatif any
“ obey not the word, they alfo may, without
““ the word, be won by the converfation of
‘“ the wives, beholding your chafte conver-
‘¢ fation coupled with fear. Whofe adorn-
“ 1ng, let it not be that outward, of plait-
‘ ing the hair, and wearing of gold, or of
‘“ putting on of apparel; but the hidden
“ man of the heart, in the incorrup-
““ uble, of a meek and quiet {pirit, which
is, in the fight of God, of great price.
For after this manner in old time, the

¢ holy

N

-
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¢ holy women alfo, who trufted in God,
¢ adorned themfelves, being in fubjetion
¢“ to their own hufbands: even as Sarah
¢ obeyed Abraham,calling him Lord, whofe
¢ daughters ye are as long as ye do well,
¢ and arec not afraid with any amazement.
¢¢ In like manner, ye hufbands, dwell with
‘¢ them according to knowledge, giving ho-
‘“ nour unto the wife as unto the weaker
“ veffel, and as being heirs together of the
¢¢ orace of life, that your prayers be not
¢¢ hindered.”

How beautifully, how agreeably to the
dictates of nature, and with what powerful
motives are the peculiar duties incumbent on

the married pair towards each other, com-

mended to them in this paflage !

The apoftle begins with the wife, and
ftrongly enforces her duty, by the hopes of
its proving falvation to her hufband, if he
be an unbeliever; by the peculiar japproba-
tion of the Deity ; and by the amiable ex-
ample of Sarah.

By what he fays, it appears, that the wife
is not to hold her claim upon hcr hufband,
with any imperious air, or to urge it with
any immodeft deportment; for cither of

thefe, in any degrec, would bc unfurtable
1 Io
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to her proper feminine charaéter, and fo uns
natural ; but the is to fupport her claim by
the proper ornaments which adorn her as a
woman, the weaker veflcl ; and which are
connelted with that weaknefs. In other
words, fhe 1s ta ftudy to {ecure the affetion
of her hufband, by e¢very female or wo-
manly endearment.

And in the firft place, fhe is to be in {fub~
jection to her own hufband, as Sarah was ;
not the fubjection of a flave, but in that wil«
ling fubjection which we yield to our befk
friend and pretettor, when we judge our
greateft fecurity and higheft honour to lie in
our fubmiffion. It is agreeable to this idea,
that all the apoftolic exhortations run, for
wives to fubmit themfelves unto their own
hufbands, as unto the L.ord—to be ohedient
unto them—and to reverence them ; and it
1s in this view, that their obedience, {ub-
miflion, and reverence are called for, with
peculiar propriety, as an imitation of the
obedience, fubjection and fear, which the
churchk, the f[poufe, the Lambd’s wife, yields
to her great bead and bufband.

The apoftle, in the next place, points
out the particular ornaments, by which the

wife 1s both to plcafc the Lord, and to cap-
tivaté
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tivate and retain her hufband’s affe@ion.
And thefe are not to confift of the tinfel or-
‘naments of drefs. The harlot, bold and
immodeft in her deportment, is alfo gorge-
ous in her attire ; fuch ornaments, therefore,
inftead of making the wife refemble the
chafte {poufe of Chrift, would give her more
the refemblance of, or be too much like,
‘thofe worn by that woman, who 1is the op-
pofite of the I.amb’s wife (Rev. xvii. 4).
But in oppofition to this, the ornaments of
the chriftian wife are to be, not the wearing
of gold, or other outward ornaments of drefs,
but the ornament of a meek and quiet {pirit,
which, fays the apoftle, 13, in the fight of
God, of great price.

However ftrongly thefe words inculcate,
as they certainly do upon chriftian women,
the duty of modefty and fobriety in their
drefs ; and however much it ought therefore
to be their ftudy, as it muft ever be the
ftudy of all chriftians, to make confcience of
{fobriety in that matter; yet the apoftle does
not appear, as fome would underftand by this
paflage, to prohibit in all cafes the wearing
of gold and rich apparel, when fuitable to the
ftation of the perfons who wear it; nor does
he intimate that a maid could forget her orna-

ments,
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ments, or a bride her attire; but his great aint
plainly is, that the wife thould ftudy to attra&
her hufband’s defires, and {ecure his affections,
by ornaments of a far {uperior nature; the
crown of which fhould be that meek and
- quict {pirit, {fo well {fuited to fet off, to the
beft advantage, thofe female charms, which
are fo agreecable to the natural weaknefs
wherein fthe 1s formed inferior to the man;
and which, at the fame time, {ferve to
render her moft amiable and defirable to her
hufband ; and never fail to lead him, if he
be manly, as fhe 1s womanly, to the moft
tender regard for her, and to glory in pro-
te€ting her as his crown. .

This is the moft endearing, and moft ho-
nourable way, in which the wife can prefer
and retain her claims upon her hufband ; and
this way, {o forcibly urged by revelation, is
quite agreeable to nature; for hereby fhe
charms him, the attraéts his defires, and,
with thc pureft chaftity, yiclds herfclf, as
due, on the moft honourable terms, to his
folicitations.

Agrccably to this paflage, is that 1 Tim.
i1. g. ¢ In like manner alfo that women
¢ adorn themiclves in modeft apparel, with
¢ fhamcfacednefs and fobriety; not with

X “ broi-
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¢ broidered lair, or gold, or pedrls, or coftly
¢ array ; but (which becometh women pro=
te fefling godlinefs) with good works. Let
‘¢ the women learn in filence, with all {fub-
¢¢ jection; but I fuffer not a womian to teach,
‘¢ or to ufurp atithority over the man, but to
‘“ be in filence. For Adam was firft form-
¢“ ed; theri Eve. And Adam was not de-
¢ ceived ; but the woman; being deceived,
¢¢ was in the tranfgreflion. But fthe fhall be
¢“ faved ii (or through) child-bearing; if
““ they continue in faith, and charity, and
¢¢ holinefs with fobriety.”

The apoftle is here inculcating the fame’
meeknefs and quietnefs of {pirit on the wo-
man, as in the paflage laft cited 3 encourag-
ing her to ftudy fuch a deportment as is be-
coming her proper {phere of life, by the
hope of that eternal falvation, which comes
to meny through Emanuel having conde-
{cended to become a little child, and to be
born of a woman,

To the fame purpofe we may confider
what the apoftle fays, in the vth chap. of
the fame Epiftle, ver. 14. ¢ 1 will there-
‘¢ fore that the younger women marry, bear
¢ children, guide the houfe, give none oc-

¢ cafion to the adverfary to fpeak reproach-
K « fully.”
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“ fullys” And in his Epiftle to Titus,
chap. 1i. ver. 4 and 5; where he exhorts the"
clder women 1n this manner : ¢ That they
““ may teach the youhger women to bé¢
¢ {ober, tolove their huibands, tolove their
¢ children, to be fober, chafte, keepers at
‘“ home, good, obedient to their own huf-
‘“ bands, that the word of God be not blaf-
* phemed.”

All thete paflages point out very plainly
the way in which women, profefling godli-
nefs, are to adorn the profeflion which they
make, as wcll as the way in which they will
moft naturally attraét both the defires and
the efteem of their hufbands.

The fphere they are to move in, is, in-
deed, humble : they are forbidden to be af-
luming 1n any matter § they are to keep at
the greateft diftance from a forward behayvi-
our, both at home and in the church ; they
are not fuffered to teach, nor to ufurp autho-
rity over the man, but are commanded to
learn in filence, with all fubje@ion. There
1s undoubtedly fomething humiliating in all
this, efpecially when we include the matter
of child-bearing, with all its diftrefling an-
tecedents and concomitants, and when we
confider that the whole courfe is, in fome

{ort,
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fort, a punithment for the firft tranfgrefiion,
as appears plainly by the apoftle’s pointing
to the particular part which the woman had
in that tranfgreffion, and by comparing this
paflage with Gen. iit. 16. where the fentence
againft the woman runs thus: ¢ Unto the
“ woman God {aid, I will greatly multiply
¢ thy forrow and thy canception ; in {forrow
~ ¢ fhalt thou bring forth children : and thy
““ defire fhall be to thy hufband, and he fhall
¢ rule over thee.”—Yet the apoftle, for the
comfort and encouragement of the woman,
in {fubmitting with patience and meeknefs to
the allotment of divine providence 1n this
matter, with every humbling circumftance
which attends it, adorning her proper {phere
of life with fhamefacednefs and fobriety ;
with a chafte and blamele{s converfation g
in a word, with all thofe domeftic and fe-
male virtues, which at once become her as
a chriftian, and give her character a peculiar
luftre in the eye of her hufband-—the
apoftle fays, for her comfort and encourage-
ment in all this, ¢¢ She fhall be faved in (or
““ through) child-bearing ;” even as in the
forecited 1 Pct. iii. 4, the apoftle fays, ¢ this
“ meck and quiet {pirit is in the fight of God
‘“ of great price.”

K 2 Thus
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- Thus the apoftle exhorts the wife, re-
-commendlng, as her chlef ornament, a meek
and quiet {pirit, ds of great eftimation Wlth
her maker, however light fhe herfelf may be
difpofed to make of it. And by the exam-
ple of Sarah, and all the holy women in old
time, he recommends that fubjection, which,
together with the other amiable virtues, is
moft becoming the f{phere of life alloted to
her by divine providence; and at the fame
time, beft fuited to fet off to the greateft ad-
vantage all thole female accomplifhments,
with which fhe is endued by nature, and
which conftitute both her higheft honour,
and ftrongeft fecurity for her hufband’s af-
fetions.

Upon the whole, we cannot but remark,
as before, the gracious compaflion of the
Deity, in the tender and benevolent eye
with which he regards all, but efpecially
the more important concerns of human life,
manifefted by infeparably conncéing the
duty and intereft of men together—alleviat-
ing the inevitable calamities of life, by ex-
alting a patient fubmiflion to that which, in a
fort 1s 1nflicted as a punithment, into a
chriftian virtuc. And in healing or pre-
venting fuch trouble, as we are ready to cre-

ate
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ate to duffelves through the diforder of our
own paffions, by affording and inculcat-
ing fuch a line f duty, efpecially in
the conjugal relation, as has the moft
patural tendency to effect that kindly pur-
pofe. |

It is ngw time to lapk back to the text,
1 Peter iii. 7. and take notice of the apoftle’s
cxhortation te the hufband. And we fhall
find, as it has been already hinted, that, a-
greeably to the fuggeftions of nature, the
part which he has to act in this matter, is
fuch as 1s perfetly agreeable to the dictates
of nature, fuch as is manly, or, peculiarly
becoming a man, the fuperior part of the
creation.

How ‘agrecable 1s 1t to the impreffion
which was evidently made on the mind of
Adam, when firft he beheld the lovelv form
of his accomplithed bride, conduéted
«into his prefence by the hand of God
himfelf! Adam, with admiration beholds
her, as he thinks, {ceing through the
cye of lave, an improvement on his own
likenefs ; the appears to him above every
thing elfe in the creation of God, a help-
meet for him, and immediately the pureft

love and chafteft defires kindle 1n his bo{'om,_
lcading
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lcading him to utter himfelf, in 2 manner
expreflive at once of the ardency and fingle-
nefs of that affeftion, which God ordained
thould fubfift between a man-and his wife;
Gen. ii. 23. ¢ This is bone of my bone, (fays
¢ he) and fleth of my fleth ; the fhall be
¢¢ called woman, becaufe the was taken out
““ of man.” And in order to eftablith the
connections between him and her, not only
as fuperior to all other relations, but alfo fo
intire as that no other relation thould fthare
in the peculiar love which conftitutes -that
connection, it is immediately added by the
Creator himielf, (vide Mat.x1x. 5,) ¢ There-
«¢ forc fthall a man leave his father and mo-
¢¢ ther, and fhall cleave to his wife, and they
<¢ twain fhall be one fleth,” With what

force then docs the Lord Jefus, in his doc.
trine, conclude from that paflage, ¢ What
¢ God hath joined togcther, lct no man put

13>

¢ afunder
Milton has defcribed the noble fentiments

before mentioned, in a moft natural and
clegant manncr in the following lincs; where,
after indulging the poet’s licence, in making
Adam awake from his dreagn, wherein he
faw the great Creator take the woman-from

his fide, and mould her with his hands;
1 and
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and afrer reprefenting him in his waking

thoughts as anxioufly purfuing the lovely
object which he had beheld in his imagina-

tion—T'he poer, on her approach, puts thefe
words into his mouth :

ey

adorn’d

With what all earth or heav’n could beftow,
“T"'o make her amiable; on the came

Led by her heav’nly Maker, though unfeen,
And guided by his voice, nor uninform’d

Of nuptial fanétity, and marriage rites.
Grace was in all her fteps, heav'n in her eye,

In every gefture, dignity and love !
I, overjoy’d, could not forbear, aloud,
Thou haft fulfl’d

Thy words, Creator, bounteous and benign !
Giver of all things fair ! but faireft this

Of all thy gifts! nor envieft. I now fee

Bone of my bone, flefh of my fleth, myfelf
Before me: Woman is her name ; of man
Extrated ; for this caufe he fhall forego
Father and mother, and to his wife adhere ;
And they fhall be one flefh, one heart, one foul.

B. viii. 1. 484.
Such, then, were the fentiments of love
and honour, which the gracious Creator at
firft implanted in thec human breaft, and
which, notwithftanding the great corruption
of human nature, have ftill a ftrong foun-

dation there. And thus the relation of mar-
riage
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tidge is honoured above all other earthly tes
lations : and thefe noble fentiments are or=
dained to be thé companions of the mutual
propenfity between the fexes; with which
mankind is cndued it common with the reft
of the animal creation. Man therefore de- |
grades himfelf to a level with the beafts,
when he indulges this common propenfity,
unaccompanied with thefe exalted {fentinients
of tender affeétion and honour ; or, in other
words, when he indulges it out of that line
within which the great Creator; for the fake
of mairtaining that love and honour unvio-
lated, has circumficribed it ; forit is the ho-
nourable {tate of marriage alone wherein that
noble fehtiment can be maintained, pro-
moted, and cultivated, in conhe&ion with
the gratification of that propenfity, and
wherein that propenfity can be rendered fub-
{fervient to thole great and important pur-
pofes ; and of confequence, it is that ho-
nourable ftate alone, as before obferved,
wherein this gratification can be laﬁrfu], and
fo frce from defilement and impurity of
cevery Kind.

Now the apoftle having thefe exalted pur-
pofes in view, exhorts the hufband in this
manncr, 1 Pet. 111. 7. ¢¢ Likewife, ye huf-

‘¢ bands,
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‘“ bands, dwell with them according to
““ knowledge, giving honour unto the wife,
¢ a5 unto the weaker veflel :” and in the
paflage before cited, Eph. v. 25 and 28.
<« Hufbands, love your wives, even as Chrift
¢“ alfo loved the church, and gave himfelf
¢ for it’—**So ought men to love their
<« wives as their own bodies ; he who loveth
¢ his wife, loveth himfelf, for no man ever
¢ yet hated his own flefh, but nouritheth
¢¢ and cherifheth it, even as the Lord the
¢ the church.”

When the apoftle exhorts the hufbands to
dwell with the wives ¢¢ according to know-
¢¢ ledge,” it brings to remembrance what
is faid 1n the pafiage cited, 1 Cor. vii. 3.
¢¢ L.et the hufband render unto the wife due
¢ benevolence ;> and when he adds, ¢ giv-
‘ 1ng honour unto her as unto the weaker
¢ veflel,” he points out that proper, natural,
manly part, which belongs to the hufband,
in manner before exprefifed, and which con-
fifts in obferving the utmoft delicacy, both .

in advancing his own claims, and alfo in fup-
porting thofe of his wife. For the word
ponour 1s ufed in other paflages to denote
fupport and maintenance, and may be con-

fidered of the like import here, without ex-
L cluding
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geft the idea of manly, tender, and delicate
deportment.

- In thhs {enfe, the L.ord explains the law,
where 1t 1s faid, ¢¢ bonour thy father and mo-
¢ ther,” when he reproves the Pharifees for
making void the commandment by their tra-
ditions, which allowed them to devote their
{fubftance to fome pious ufe, and then with-
hold it from their aged parents, who had a
natural and divine claim to be requited with
an honourable maintenance. See Matt. xv.
1—9, and compare it with 1 Tim. v. 3, 4.

In the fame manner {fays Paul to Timothy,
1 Ep. v. 17, ¢ Let the elders, who rule
‘¢ well, be counted worthy of double Ao-
““ nour,” or {upport, fixing this meaning
very clearly to the word honour, by quoting
from the law thefe words, ¢ Thou fhalt not
¢ muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn,”
‘¢ and the labourer 1s worthy of his reward.”
See alfo how the apoftle explains this, 1 Cor.
iX. 9, IO.

Now, in a fimilar {enfe, the wife, though
in a ftrict connection with thofe female
charms which render her amiable in the
eyes of her hufband, being the weaker vef-~
fel, and her fecmale honour, on account of

this
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this weaknefs, being, by God and nature,
as well as herfelf, yielded into the poffeffion
of the hufband, to be fecured and protected
by him; every thing confpires to render it
his duty, his intereft, and his honour, to fup-
port and maintain thofe claims, which his
wife has upon him with the utmoft delicacy
and affection.

I am inclined to illuftrate this fentiment
by that paflage in the Proverbs, where it 1s
faid, Prov. xi1. 4. ¢ A virtuous woman 1s a
“ crown to her hufband:” and 1 think I ain

kept 1 countenance in doing fo, by what:

the apoftle fays, 1 Cor. x1. 4. ¢ The woman
¢ 15 the glory of the man.” For as the vir-
tue of 3 woman confifts in the fimplicity of
her affeCtion, furrendering her honour into
the pofieflion of her hufband, and confider-
ing 1t as locked up there in a facred repo-
fitory, binding .her to finglenefs of affetion
towards him, to be wholly for him, and not
for another, {o it 1s his glory, not only to
prote¢t and guard that honour, but alfo to
cherith and cultivate the virtue of the wife,
by fupporting and maintaining all her ho-
nourable claims, advancing his own 1n that
gentle, decent, and delicate manner, which

indicates his confidence in her, which i1s in-
L2 ipired

|



[ 76 1 |
{pired by love and honour, and is beft fuite
to win, upon her part, the moft decent com-
pliance, wherein the furrenders herfelf to her
hufband without fullying, yea at the rate of
preferving her female honour to the beft ad-
vantage.

It 1s faid, concerning the virtuous woman,
Prov. chap. xxxi. where her character is
much celebrated, that ¢° The heart of her
“ hufband doth fafely truft in her,” and,
¢ her hufband is known 1n the gates;” 1. e.
he 1s known with honour on her account.
‘¢ Her children rife up and call her blefled,
‘¢ her hufband and he praileth her.” Andthe
whole book of Solomon’s Song 1s defcriptive
of the tendereft love, accompanied with the
moft dciicate honour fubfifting in the con-
jugal relation.

This book, or fong, together with what
1s faid concerning the virtuous woman in the
Proverbs, have, indeed, a mcaning infinitely

1ore {fublime than whatrefpedls any fleeting
relation of this life, bemg written to de-
icribe the union between Chrift and his
church ; but then 1t mufl be obferved, that
if the figures are not, 11 {fome degree, li-
terally applicable to the conjugal relation,
they will fail of being fignificant as to the

2 orand
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grand matter they are meant to defcribe:
and accordingly the apoftle improves them
in this view 1in his exhortation to huibands
and wives, in the paflage, which has been
repeatedly cited Eph. v. 22. to the end.

With refpeét to the concluding words of
the text, ¢ as being heirs together of the
‘““ grace of life, that your prayers be not
¢ hindered,” there 1s no call to enlarge, as
the text was quoted, principally, with a
view to treat of .the peculiar honour of mar-
riage. I fhall, therefore, only juft obferve,
that thefe words contain a {uperadded motive
to the friends of revelation, fimilar to the
argument which the apoftle enforces on the
Corinthians againft fornication, and every
abufe of the natural propenfity, drawn from
their exalted dignity as belonging to Chrift.
Chriftians, in the conjugal relation, are
bound to avoid all uncleannefs, and alfo to
be helpers of each others faith, hope, and
charity. And in order to this, they are
bound to attend to the decent and honourable
maintenance of their mutual claims before
mentioned. Thus they appear in a peculiar
manner {fubject to God, 1n this, as in every
thing, purifying their ways, by taking heed
to the famme according to his word, and liv-

ing
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ing together as heirs of his grace. And
thus living in {piritual, as in conjugal love,
their prayers ¢¢ are not hindered,” but unin-
terrupted by jarring and difcord, afcend up in
unifon to his thronc for the gift of that grace,
eveneternal life through Jefus Chriftour Lord.

It may be faid, upon the whole, that as
thefe {entiments of love and honour appear
in the greateft pertection, when blended
with an amiable difpofition, fo, when we be-
hold an amiable couple united by marriage,
their manners {fuggefted by love, independ-
ant of any reafoning, exhibit a fine illuftra-
tion of our fubject.

For in the deportment of the woman, we
thall find the moft intire love to the hufband
exprefled 1n the moft endearing, and, at the
famic time, in the moft modeft, difcreet,
chafte, and gentle manner.

And on the part ot the man, that his wife
is the defire of his eyes—and that his heart
trufts in her. 1n other words, that he con-
fiders her as bis crowon, as will be manifeft
by the moft tender, courteous, indulgent,
and, inonec word, bythe moft manly deport-
ment towards her, by a deportment anfwer-
ing always in fome degree to that of the
bridegroom rcjoicing over the bride, and

thofe
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thofe other elevated defcriptions given 1n the
prophets with refpect to this fubject.

To conclude, ¢¢ Marriage (according to
" ¢¢ the words of the apoftle) is honourable in
«¢ all, and the bed undefiled, but whore-
¢« mongers and adulterers God will judge.”
And it is in the marriage f{tate alone, that
the propenfity of the fexes being mingled
with the noble fentiments of love and ho-
nour, mutually kindling, ruling, and con-
firming each other, 1s, or can be indulged,
free from 1mpurity of every kind.

In the honourable married ftate, the
chafteft defires are gratified; in it the pureft
joys are indulged ; and to crown the whole,
thofe conjugal enjoyments leave no {fting be-
hind ; no fuch guilty and corroding thoughts
as prey upon the unhappy proftitute; no
fuch debafing refleCtions as haunt the un-
clean fornicator, or the equally unclean fcli-
pollutor ; and above all, no fuch cutting re-
fleCtions as fting the foul of him, who huas
dithonoured a virgin, 1. e,;the cruel whore-
monger, or the yet more vile adulterer.
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