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CHRISTIANITY,

Drar Sir,

#AF - HE civility and franknefs, which 2
| ;{ T « could not help thinking carried
- 47y, fomething of friendihip in it, with

which you ufed me, during our
- dhort acquuintainee, has kept me from for
forgeting you, fince I faw you; nor have I
forgot the repeated requeft you made me,
before I left your place: Without hindering
you then with apologies far my delay, I thall
now begin to anfwer it.

A Chriftian, fay we, in oppofition to ald
the various ways wherein men feek to pleafe
God, is perfuaded, upon divine authority,
that Gob 1s WELL PLEASED I His BELoV.,
ED Son : This we are taught by the voice
that came from heaven: This is the great
| Point proved by the refurre@ion of Jefus, as
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ocing the paint in ditpute before he died 4
tpoia which he was by the Jews condemned
1o deith; and wpon which both fides ap-
paaled to heaven for decition. It was o
part of the dipute, whether Fefus, in cal-
ling himfelf the SON OF GOD, fignined
 him(elf to be truly and properly God. All
parties concerned, friends and foes, were a-
greed upon this: For-under this title Jelus
claimed equal honour with the Father ; un-
der this ttle the beliving Jew, worlhiped
him, and afcribed the divine pecfe@ions unto
Lim, evenat a time when nething was more
cealoufly maintained among the Jews, than
the wosthiping of one God only. Upon his
huming this tile, the unbclieving Jews ac-
culed him of blufph:zmy ; beca ite, f1id they,
he being a man, m.keth hinte!f God : and
1n another plice, bzc.u’ he (ad, that God
715 his Father, makins himfolf cg1al with
God; while at the fume time, however
much they lay at the catch with his words,
they never charzed him with preaching up
morc gods than one.  *T'is tao lite now then
to alter the mzaning of thut tide.  The only
difpute then was, whether that title belonged
to Jelus; whether Jetus was the beloved
Son of God, in whom he is wdll pleafed.
T his 13 lh(_"[\!dill ticaning and inp it of that
L8, uee refurrctiion cf i jus,

As
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As Jefus came into the world not to {uf-
fer for any fin of his own, being without
1in, but, as he declares himfelf, to give his
ife a ranfom for many; fo God, -in raifing
him trom the dead, gave the highe{t demon-
ftration of his .being well plealed with the
ranfom which he gavc : And as Jefus put the
truth ot all that ke faid, upon the e of his
Deing raued again from the dead, which you
Tee L:is encmies 2lfo were apprifed of ; his re<
surrcction, by tiis means, muft turn out to be
the higheft proof of the divire aflent to every
1hing he {poke. |

Accordingly the Apoflles, in purfuance of
-their commifiion, to preach that Gofpel, :pon
which eternal life hinged, every viri~re bure
witnefs to this fa&, and-made it their firit and
chief bufinefs to perfuade men of it: and
when they had got men perfuaded of it, theic
continual care about themr was, that they
might keep it in memory, (1 Cor. xv. 2, und
2 Tim. ii. 8.) and to ferve this great purpofe
were the various obfirvances, shich the A-
poftles deiivered unto the churches to ke« P
This is the firft principle, the great axiom of
Chrittianity, from which we find thie apoftles
continually inferring almoit every thing thot
we are called to believe or do in the Chrifli-
an religion,

Frem this a Chriftian draws his firft tafie
of that Joy which is man’s proper lite in di-
' A3 Stin¢uca



6 Sonie thouglts on

flin&ion from the brutes. This keeps him,
sihe Bis pole ur friom groping in the dark,
after every wdle puefs, flarted by the wife and |
ti lewrned, about virtue and h:ppincfs. In-
cead of fleking, hike other micn, to pleafe
cood byvoany qualinaation ke has or hopes to
2ot o, L2 i penicaded thet God s already
el pleafed o his baiovd Sen; that every
hiez potuaal to recemmend m to thie di-
Ve fovour, was comypliated by Jetus on the
vobsoowhen he Lad, 2 s frigled, and gave
T othe aagit,

T:is5 s the inflarnling princinle, the lead-
ing line of Lis lite: This leads him to love.
God und keep his commandments.  Hic mo-
tives to his deads of greateft felf denial aiite
dire@ly from tbiz. His perfuation, th.t the
charaller of Jefus was fo amiuble in the eve
of God, asto procure his favoui to the gutl=
ty, draws him to imitate that character ; for
“tis plain, he that fuys he believes /s, and
does not make confeience of imitating Jefus,
tellsa lie. A Chriftian then is led in that path
of virtue, which isin the higheft  pute with
God ; tho’, as was examplified in jefus, the
true ftandard of it, it will never be the path
to honor 1in this world. And he is moved
forward by that principle, which of all others
draws the heart of man with greateft pleafure,

gratitude : So he toils not in the fruitlets tafk
af

s
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of making out a title to the divine favour ;
but his obedicnce is a continued expreffion of -
thanks to God for the frec gift of that righ-
teoufnefs, which he fent his Son to work,
and which he finithed on the crofs, as a full
title to the divine fuvour for the guilieft of
munkind.

This truth, beclicved on its proper evi-
dence, ghves tuch o dath to the natural pride
of his o, underftanding, tint he can no
more truit his rectenings about God and hap-
pinels @ priori ; {o he learns his chara@cer of
God, and his own 1itnation with refpeét to
him, wholly from this fa€. - This forms his
wndemient ubont mankind and about himfclf,
alters his mind entirely as to every thing he
tformeily thought valuable ubout himfelf in
the fizht of God, er gave him any prefe-
rence ta others in chat reped ; fo keeps him
from Looking vpsn eny of mankind wilth an
alr in porting, ttand by.

This directs him in the choice of his dear-
eft fricnds, und is the meafure and rule of
his tiien “hip with them: And, if he have
filends i ot r repects, his romle « wiih in
their behalt js, that they knew and belicved
thi tuh: He wifhes, T {ay, for he knows he
cannot perfuade, nor contribut any thing to
the obtaining of hi. with; even a< he knows
he did not contribute any thing himfelf o

' | ' his
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his obtaining any comfortable apprehenfioa
of this truth; yea, whatever pains might
‘have been taken with himfelf, and however
morally ferious he might formerly have been,
he fees pliinly that the aim of his mind, in
his mott fincere endeavours that way, lay
in diret opy. fition to the plain import of
that £ @, which he now believes and finds
happine(s in.
Wlile 1. ¢~ thit one man cannot
»erl de Lothiar .o : o Chrittian, £
¢ dible that I haw « ditheulty,
Al @ s - tally remove, s to hin-
der vou from obie@iag: € 1. sumiy be con-
fide *, that, however pliin the exsirn.l cvi-
cence b, the tuct is of fuch a nature, as te
recrire ¢ than hunen teftimony to give
us « certzin und hung perfuafion of i,
We can firmlv .cly upon human teftimony,
as t¢ - onts that fall out in the courfe of na-
ture : oo as, In the returrection of the dead,
the courfe ot .. -ure 1s reveifed ; and as the
refurrection of Juius is fo circumitanced, as
to decide a pouit af the higheft importance
and mroft interefting nature, in oppofition to
the reafoniny. ot .l mankind ; there is need
¥ this cafe for more than the teftimony of a-
ay man, or [et of men, to reft the firm per-
fo. i« f e minds upon @ There is need
acre for divine teftimony, divine evidence, to.
dravw
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oar belief.  TFor as to what kind of credit
thele people may give to it, to whom it is a
matter of no moment whether it be troe or
not, I have no occafion to take notice of that
"‘E‘crc. And it we rate the believers of this fact

) its proper evidence; by their appearing well
affected to the plain fimple fcripture meaning
of it, their numbzrs will turn out to be but
fmall, and rarely to be found in the Chriftian
world, ‘

If you enquire, what is the nature of this -
divine evidence? I anfwer, firft, it 'is very
fimple and forcible, as all the ways whereby
God correfpopds with men are : For inftance,
when one refires a moment, and cafts his eyes
round apon the magniticent frame of the hea-
vens and the earth, his mind is ftruck with an
awful apprehenfion of a grand contriver, the
greatCreator and former ofallébings : fo,with
refpedt to the feripture aceount of the refur-
rectien of fefus, when one perceives the divine
evidence ot it, his mind is ftruck with a view
cf fuch a grand contiivance, that he is con-
vinced none but God could be the author of
it.  But more particula ly : )

When man, who is diftingeifhed from the
brutes by his confcience, and whofe proper
life lies in a fenfe of God'’s fovour, allows him-
{cIf an interval from thofe funQions that are
comimnoa to him with other animals, and acts

. n
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in his diftinguithed characer, examining how
mattersyftand betwixt his creator and him ;
his con{\cicnce mult be convinced that God
15 an infinitely good being, fo as oppofite to
all evil as he is good ; of which the pain that
arifes in the mind of man, when he does evil,
15 a ftrong proof. This pain is man’s proper
death, which he thuis more than all other
evils, The more he thinks on God, his pain
encreafes.  When he looks abroad upon the
inflexible oppofition of the Almighty to all
an, he mult conclude, feciug thi. Al hty
i1s againft me, who can be for me? A the
creation cannot help here! He is furrounded
with impoffibilities on all hands as to any way
of relief: He finds himfclf mortully wounded
by the ftroke of the Almighty, and fo, in-
curable by any inferior hand. He is torinent-
ed with the impoffibility he finds of anfwer-
ing that queftion, How fhall God be pleaf-
<ed?

That beam of divine wifdom, which (hines
in man’s confcience, difcovering his fin, is
the very kindler of his mifery ; and that pow-
er which gave man his being and proper life,
appears armed for his ruin: For furely no pow-
er but that of God can hurt a life that lies in
his favour : So divine wi/dom and divine pow-
¢r {tand the objeétors. Therefore,

That anfwer, which can fairly fatisfy and
heal the mind of man, thus pained and wound-

. . ‘ Cda
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in his diftinguithed character, examining how
matters, ftand betwixt his creator and him ;
his cor}cicnce muft be convinced that God
i an infinitely good being, fo as oppafite to
all evil as he is good ; of which the pain that
arifes in the mind of man, when he does evil,
is a ftrong proof.  This pain is man's proper
death, which he thuis nore than all other
evils. The more he thinks on God, his p.in
encreafes.  When he looks abroad upon the
inflexible oppofition of the Almighty to all
an, he mult conclude, fecivg th. Al hiy
is againft me, who can be for me? Al the
creation cannot help here! He is furrounded
with impoffibilities on all hands as to any way
of relief : He finds himfclf mort.lly w ounded
by the ftroke of the Almighty, and fo, in-
curable by any inferier band. He is torment-
ed with the impoffibility he finds of an{wer-
ing that queftion, How fhall God be pleaf-
ed?

That beam of divine wifdom, which (hinas
in man’s confcience, diicovering his fin, is
the very kindler of his mifery ; and that pow-
er which gave man his being and proper life,
appears armed for his ruin: For furely no pow-
er but that of God can hurt a life that lics in
his favour : So divine wi/dom and divine pow-
er ftand the objectors. Therefore,

That anfwer, which can fairly fatisfy and
heal the mind of man, thus pained and wound-
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ed, without diminifthing in the leaft his aw-
ful conviction of God's inflexible oppofition,
to fin, muft, in the nature of the thing, car-
ry its own evidence of coming from the
infinitely good, wife and powerful Being ;
who created man, fpeaks in his confcience,
made his life to lic in his favour ; fo co.ld a-
lone deprive him of that life, and alone re-

- ftore it to him whea loft. Such an an/wer
- muft contain a new difElay of divine wi/dom

' and power ; tor, feeing 1

cfe form the wound-
ing objection, furely no inferior wifdom or
power can provide the healing anfwer : and
the wifdom and power difplayed in this he.l-
ing anf{wer, muft appear as vehement for
goodnels and righteoufnefs, and againft fin,
as formeily ; that ic may be manifeft they
are the wifdom and power, of that infinitcly
good Being, who appears, in the wounded
confcicnce, infinitely oppofite to all evil, ma-
lignity, or fin. 8o, |

While I reprefent divine wifdom and pow-
er as objecting againft finful man’s happiness,
and again providing a full fatisfying an{wer
to the objcction,” you muft not think that I
roint out thefe divine perfecticns as in the
eaft variable, or not perfe ly uniform: No,
for the anfwer muft fullgf rmove the founda-
tion for th- objection ;% neutt thew tht fin
is taken aw.y, by he £l expicilion of Goa’s
tnflexiblc oppolition 10 it
Now,
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-~ Nown, this is the very cafe with the gofpdl>
The gofpel. contains all that can be wii. ed
for in fuch-an healing anfwer, to great advans
tage, and that by means which it could:ne<
ver have entered into the heart of man, or of
any creature to devife ; and which manifefy
a power not inferior to that which.commands«
ed the light to .i.ine out of darknefs, and cal~
led the world into being from nothing : So
the gofpel is the wifdom und the power of
God, to fave every onc who believes it. It
fets before us the inflexibic oppofition of the
Almighty to all fin, fully expreffed in the
death of Chritt: fo, to ufc the fcripture
words, the anfwer of a pood con/ciciace towards
God, is by the rejurreflisn of Sfequs Chriff;
wbho 15 gsne into Heaven and is: on the right
band of God. Here the charalter of the trus
God fhines forth before the eyes of a finner,
thus defcribed in his own words, See n-e
tbat 1, even 1 am br, and there is no God <oith
me; I kill and I make alive, I wonnd and 1
beal, neither is there any that can d-liver out
of my band. And in another place, ‘7becy Lave
zo knowledge, that [et up—and pra unto a
God that canmot [ave—there is no God befide
me, a jufl God and a Saviour, there is none
- befide me ; look unto me and be ve faved, all
the ends of the earth, for 1 am God, and there
#s none elfe.

But
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But further, to (hew t'e neceffity there is
for fome fuch evidence as I have been-{oeiking
of it muit be confidercd, that when 2 man’s
- mind is heartily pinched upon a queflion, that
lies wholly betwixt God and his own conici-
ence, he then finds he needs fomething to be
fuid on the part of God to eafe his mind ; {ome -
thing of greater authority and weight than
the beit connedied chain ‘of philofophic rea-
foninz, or the moft authentic tradition -
And it cannot be denied, that God may {o
thew himf{clf in what he fays, as fully to con-
vince the hearer, that it is he that {peaks ;
and fuch a convi&ion the hearers of the a-
pottles had, 1 Thef. ii. 14. Sc much then
for the nature of the Chriftian truth, and its
peenliar evidence, )

But the great difficuley flill remains : If this
evidence lies quite plain and open in the bible
before every onc that reads or hears it, why
does not every cne perccive it ? why cannot
one man lay it fo before another, as to make
it ftrixe him, as he may a propofition of Ea-
ciid ?

Inanfiver to this, I fatisfy myfelf by fay-
in, that 2= this troth-as recorded in the bible,
carrying its peculiar cvidence zlong with i,
prelentsa new idca of God, which our minds
by their original conititution were not framed
to take in; and which man, if he had re-

B t.incd
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tained his righteoufie(s, could have no occi-
fon for; it is therefore neceffny that thie
f.me power, which at firft framed the mind
of man for taking in its prefent ideas, fhould
prt hand to it afieth, and make it capable of
wdmitting this #etwe one ; which, in ilort, is
.., God conflituting and making a finner a
1i-hiteous perfon, as neceffiiy to the enjoying
Bl tiourand eternal lite, and yet appeating

perfectly juft in doing (o,
I favpofe you will think now, that by at-
templinig to get out of oné difficutty, 1 have
toien sto o greater.  You will fay, at this
rate, mean is, by his very conflitution I¢d to
rejett the goipel @ And this is indeed what [
=thrm. For mun, by his original. conftitution,
was made to live by his own rightcoufnefs;
«nd while he retained this, his conflitution
was ceitainly well fuited to his happinels, and
he then could have no occafion for any fuch
thing as the gofp.l : Yo his natural idea of God
could be no other but this, that he is juit
in juflifying the righteous, and in condemning
the uunfyreflor.  And while he tocd 1i_hte-
ous, he co Id look upon the it Ged as his
fricnd. But thys idea of God ¢ yicld ro
comfart to a finrer: For, ‘c.imy none but
the o1 1 enrs can enjoy the b il oo of 1he
 EHEEAN o- finner canevor Lo Tuothet
' 're Keow Low God can he
jult
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ol in juflifying the vmgadiy, ormaiiay tham
righteous; fo fittor that enjoyment. But this
new idea of God cannot be had from nature,
" but from the gofpel; where God makes a
new difcovery of hunfclf ac&ting above and
- beyond the {phere of nature altogether ; yea
reverfing the courfe thereof, raifing the dead,
-and calling thofe things that bc not, as lhough»
they were.,
Suppefc- one (hould be educated trom a
child, and promoted by 2 great and wezlthy
trading compary to be their pfincipal mana-
ger & and truftes with o penfion of fome thou-
tinds a year: and alter ke hus lived many
vears {endidly in this, office, he fiould ot
J R forfuic 2ll 15 wealch and Lis honor
wich ths company, by grofs unfaithfulaels ty
Liz trut: o 0. 11 not bt semuining rafte for

taat hosos e ik lL, vwhich he hid (>
long L ld l‘\ l..\ Litegeiny, nale ic ozl ¥
ot bl for him tuh , OF €Vin to Cx e ®

ful o rence by alins {rom any of tize cafhipar 1 2

.\.‘_'”“ 1 l\\. not r Hxltl chufc () muike s.h) . 'ul

of e for himidf in fore rarone jlc:
"‘-‘-'L Fer flouid nzver Lo foer )y any lf
tho' indud \uy iy erfed ll), the 1 2turad (/-
flrun: mmt of 1. nfu l net's hc,nt from God ;
and the uronj 05 whii Lis oiignal conih-
~tution muldl ¢fve Lim ”"umft the gofpel
L2 Wikn

.
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When man became a finner, his- natoral
prepenfity to live by bis own righteoufnefs,
which ke had now loft, znd could by no.
mcans repair, behoved to be crininal, as it
leads him to think fo ditl-onorabiy of Gad,
2s to imagine that he can be pleafed with an
Imperfed rightcoufnefs, or a ri_hteoufnefs
ftained with fin; whereas his original appre= 4
henfion of God bchoved to be, thut he could
be pleafed with nothing fhort of pefe@ fin-
lefs obedience ;of which he focn had an awful -
proof, in God’s condemning all mankind to
~death for one fingle tranfgieilion, and that
not of what is commonly called o moral, but
of a politive precept. To the fame purpofe
we m:y, yet “find another “abiding teftimony
wmong mankind, from the pain.that arifes in
the mind of a gaan vpon the commifiien of
orefingle (in and from the fufpicious fear,
which haunts thofe who have l{lc beft cha-
-racters among 1en, when they feioufly thinls -
of their fituaion with refpect to God, that
fomething more than they huve yet done is
-needful to pleafe.him : A remarkible inilance.
of which you have in that young senticmwn,
of a molt amiak!s charater among men;
who, with regard Yo the laws that refpeét
homan focicty, could fiy, 4l theie things
have 1 keept from my youth up : yet, whin he
Aerioufly thought of eternal life, this natural
' ' | (quciiion,
. '

| YR



}

|

-

e e

"/ ‘ - —

T — -

—

* CHRISTIANITY. 17

queftion pained his mind, #hat good thing
Srhall 1do to oltain it 2 Hhat lack I yet? As
this queflion (hews the language of confcience,
fo it {hews alfo the natural propenfity above-
mentioned ; which, after ever {fo many fruit-
lefs attempts, flill fets a man to work afrefh,
to feek lite by fomething that he himfcIf is
to do. And tho’ confcience flill finds faul,
and leoks with a fufpicious diftruftful eve upt
on all that is doine : yet, as it knows not, fo.
cannot point out 2 better way ; it is vencral-
lv_made to give place unto reafonings on the
fide of the natural‘propenfity, as the only
means left to keep from defpair, -

- T'hefe reafonines then muft be very cogent,,
as they are on the fide of our conftitution, and:
fupported by the firft and ftrongeit principle
in our natre, felbpeefervation,

As the nrit bufine(s of thefe reafonineas is
to frame a new character of God fuirable un-
to their m in tendeney, avainft which if con-
feicnce offer to obi-¢t, it is pur off wich thie,
that it cannot prefent a more comfortable onc;
fo, cecording to the foripture, the whole ali-
cnation ¢f the heart of man from God, and
it oppofition to the gofpel, is conduted by
thefe reaiviinzs, 1w Chrift, giving a fum
ot the cvils wihich proceed out of the heart of
man, wives thele the urtt rank ; out of the
beart proceedeth evil reafonings, What are .

B3 | the:
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the mzny voluntary penances undergore ty
B:amias, Papill’s, and others ? What arc 2m-
Fiton, cvarice, &¢?2 What even atheifin t=
fdf, Lut the fZe&s of -various reufuiings o
wriwer or fhift that inportuning queftion ;
IW:at lack 1 yet 12 make me kappy 2 1ces 1ot
" the heart of man, as it were, rumage all na-
ture, to fce if he can find in himfclf, or a-
morg thereietures, any thing to fupply that
lack 7 What are the various excefics, in the
-enjoyment cf the creatures, but {fo many at-
tempts to force out of them that which they
do not naturally yicld? Whence proceed de-
ceit, envy, murder, and all thefe vices which
“the world complain of; but froin the inter-
fering of the feveral ways which-men tike to
compafs the fame end? And tho’ oné man
may have a more decent iac! than another in
the world, yet if once the fivour of the true
God, man’s proper good, be fct afide, it ...~
ters not much in the iffue, whether a man i-
dolize himfelt, wucther he place his chief
good i fucis o character as mav beft di.../ tire
eficem of the world, ard tcer his own va-
't orincupsind sners,

1 v - . .
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I feripture the heart of man is reprefent=
ed asa ftrong city, fortiied with tl¢/e againft
all accels to the gofpel; and the e poftclic
weapons are {faid to be ruglty through Ged,
for tac demolifliing ot fortiications, imedi-
ately wfer called reafonings. By thele wea-
pons (their teflimoryv) the apofiles are fuid to
puil down every height or mount exal:ed a-
gaindt the Kuowledge of God, and to lead
Ciptive every thought unto the ob:dience of |
Chuilt,  And, fay they, if cur gofpel be hid,
itis hid to them that are lolt, whote thoughts
the god of this world has blindcd, keft the
light of the gofpel of the glory of Chrift, wl.a
is the image of God, thould fhine unto them.

You fee by this time, that I am ready to
make the above natural propenfity, fupported
by its reafonings, the principle of all the evil,
even as I make the Chriftian truth, belicved
on its proper evidence, the principle of all
the good tﬁat is in the world. And this I am
t. 'ont by the fcripture, which alwuis gives
thete two principles, very oppofite defiznati-
ons, as light and darknefs, the glory ot the
HLRd Ged, oand the power of S qan, &e,
R O T T SR U R T SRR B
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marvelous manner, to relieve our whole mi<
fery, and to raife us unto the mofl exalted kind
of bappinefs. The cafe in fhort is this, con= -
fcience finds fault, bodes the worft, and there:
leaves us; without pointing out one flep to-
ward relicf. Relief of fome kind, or diver~
fion at lcaft we muft have: In this cafe, any
ch.in of-reafoning, any ignis fatuus, that pro=

- miics this, is readily entertuined ; and if we:
- cannot be fure that it is, we at leaft greedily -
wif's that it were, true.. And we etleem -
0y ithing of thic kind fo much the better. the
Risathy to do with ecnference by which;
ey I imean that rufling in man, where-
“oowviefpor ds with his Cieato 5 or in
Canniveon, wiich divads God. Accord e ly
our wiie e hove expuprged s cur T2 Lher
fchemes of vicuz wnd happ. ., und have
fbifrcd in place (0 e, ‘voaething that
thov Gl they ol fgate, o0 vinets of thines,:
the (.05 L bauty and o der tomething
tisat dovs not Jopend rocdiody on Ged, bue
on brnen renpaning 3 and which regar:ds tiie
ten corel itorett of focicty, confequently a
man’s o ivinteredl, more than the pleafing of
God; oond which laads us intoa more codl |
Moy of tiinking wlont fin, th:n the Lt mun
was tavght, then I% el vt Cinad was tugrie,
thor the natural corfeience yet teaches, and,
| moil of all, the cofpcl, It mult bz owned
at
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at the fume time, that in this cafz, our wife
men have not walked in an untioden path ;
tor Puaul gives us to vaderftand, that ths
Greek philofopheis paved this w. v lonz ago
when he tddls psf that they did not lile 15 re-
tain Ged ip’ﬂ*/:t’r Ausweledge 5 that iz, they did
not endline to build their fchemes of virtue
and happincis upon the fear of God; which
the faiipture mukes to be the beginning of
wifdom. |

Now as God correfponds with man only
by his conftience ; fo the apoftles bringing a
divine revelation to man, do not addrefs his
paffiens by the infinuating art of human rhe-
toric ; nor his reafoning faculty, by .n artful

. chain of philofophic arguments: But as man is

not diftinguifhed from the brutes by either of
thefe, they confider him in his proper dirnity
and excellency; and by munifeffation of truth,
commend themjelues to every man's conjuiuce in
the fisht ¢f God*. ‘They do not enterinto a

l‘).:l’l( y

® Thef= words plsitly re‘er to the ancient arec'e « Usim
ard [iunecier by wrich (he enquirer wee affused, t: God
Fo¥o o8 subnai, Woen ie law the miirsculous .y o i, bt fhin-
ieg ea wae bresi-plae of be prieft, wio pronounciu the en-

~foer, Totuppoct this ze ere ce, 11 ig abs vadls, (ke the com-

moa Gieck ver fition of Urim aed TFummim s by (wo w'rds,
f.2 vlyig mad zftaion scd ruth. 8o 1he “ivine evi'ence of
ti:e spritnic teltimory (which is the true oracle « FUrin and
Tizmmin i1 i ted ta ll:ikt the conlcierce wory the fi o licity
wro toice of e fon-beam nd not Ik (he cone'sfi n ) & phi-
Yo ple mrgumens, by which we ére ofven file..ced. muely
10 {2ui a0 tacornltency, or the ame of felisconiraai@ on.
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paricy of capitulation with his reafoniings ; but
florming and demolifhing thefe, they prefs
forward to his confcience, place him before
God, and converfe with him there. They
unthackle his confcience, and make it fpeak
out, and with the higheft demonftration en-
~ force every thing it fpeaks ; fhewing, in the
death of Chrift, the wrath of God revealed
from keaven againfft all ungodlinefs and un-
rigktcoufnefs of men, bolding the truth (what
their confcience knows about God) in unrigh-

Leoufnefs. , N~
And when confcience has fpoken and dread-
c¢d the worft it can, 2nd the man, left deflitute
of ctery fubterfuge, is ready to be fwallowed
up int utter darknefs ;. the apoftlesat the fame
time, from the mouth of ‘Ged, pour in the
comfortable beam of ‘divine truth, a ray of
the divine glory (or love) which fhines ia the
ficeof Jefus Chrift. By thic irrefiftublc f;len-
dor of the truth, wkich they teflify, iy at
once putall his reaforings out of countenance,
end bring a mol forercinn cure to Lis con-
fcicnee, every way beconting the divine .-
jxily in all its perfections, and in all rofpedis
faitible to his miiery.  OF thiis you niav con-
f.der Paul’s extraordinary converfion as a Lind
of emblematical reprefentation. A fight of
Jelus, alive from the dzad, «: once confi:ted
«ll his {chemes, and changed the man, The
belick

N
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belicf of what he faw, works the fame eflo<t
to the end of the world : - For it is the ftand-
ing fcripture maxim, that zbe anfwer of a good
confcience towards God, is by the refurrection
of Jefus Chrift ; and, let every one that nam-
eth the name of Chrift depart from iniquity.
‘Solomon-fays, the fpirit of a man will fu-
~ftain his inirmity, but a wounded fpirit who
can bear? Andexperience fhews, that a con-
fcicnce thoroughly wounded’with a fenfe of
the divine difplcafure, is man’s intolerable e-
vil, his proper death ; which pains him more
th.n the fear of returning to'duft. Now,. if
this-be an evil beyond the power of man to
provide a cure for, and God, in his fovereign
- mercy, was pleafed to difcover himfelf in fome
new work for this purpofe ; is it not very fuit=
uble o all this, that the whole conveyance and
application of this difcovery, this cure, fhould
be under ‘the fpecial dire€tion, and by the
fpccial concurrenee, of that fovereign mercy
w hich providedit? It can throw no reflection
then againtt this truth, that every one does
not perceive and admit the divine evidence of
it.  For what if fomé do not believe, (all
their unb licf make the faich or veruci-
ty of God of none effect?> Fur be it! yea,
their obitinate refifting of its evidence, to
their own perdition, while many ot than ex- -
cell moft of thofe who ecmbrace it in every

natural
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natural endowment, ferves, as .a part of (s
divine fcheme, to aggrandize the happinc$
- of the fons of mercy, and to be an eternal
proof to them, that fovereign mercy alone
made the difference ; even as the hatred and
oppofition of the efiemies of the truth, is ne-
cefliry to prepare the lovers thereof for their
happinefs, by giving occaficn for the exercife
of thofe virtues, which are peculiar to Chri- .
ftianity ; wherein they muit all be contorme
-ed to the Captain of their f:lvation, who was
made perfect through fufferings.  However
many then perfift in loving darknefs, rather
than the light, becaufe their deeds are evil,
ftill it holds true, that the gofpel is the pow-
er of God and the wifdom of Ged, to fave e- .
very one who believes it : It ftrikes the con-
- {cience in the moft fimple and forcible man-
ner, even 3gs the convittion of fin does, re-
.moving at once every objection that can arife
+from that convi&ion ; and fo fairly thews it-
felf to be the voice of him; who fpeaks in
.the natural confcience. | :
The Chriftian truth, being once admited in
the conicience on its proper evidence, becomes
as it were a new ‘nffiné% in man, by which his
friendly correfpondence with his Creator is re-
ftored.  Tkis leads him as a_clew into the
tmeaning and fcope of m/::L_‘Tcripturcs; thews
him the admirable harmony and"conncaio%
| 0

]
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of them, as they all contribute to eftablith
him in the perfuafion of, and form his mind
into a fuitablencls unto that wherein his hip-
pinefs lies.  He reads the feriptures, us one
well uff &ted to the great feope und defign of
them ; o is not eafily.induced 1o hearken to
fuch as would put a fenfe on words or fen-
tences in oppofition to ‘the leading defign.

All the commands and inftitutions of the
New Teftament, are dire@ed to confciences
endowed with this inflin@&, and are in 2 pe-
culur manner adupred for the fervice thereof s
So the apoltle joﬁn, writing an epiftle to re-
commend the new commandment of Chri-
ftian brothérly love, fays, I bave not written
unto you bec..ufe ye know not the truth; but be-
caufe re know it,-and that no Ke is of the
‘truth, ! | ,

This new inftin& givés a'man a ereat va-
Iue and efteem for all the fayings of Him, who
~came intothe world to tettiiy and accomplith
_ the faving truth ; leads him to fit at the feet
of Jefus and hear his word, and, without dif-
puting, to do juftas he is bid. By 2445 Chri-
ftians k' ow .nd love one another: For'the
cherithing of £415 the whale Chriftian church
order is tramed. The chief bufinets 6f Chri-
“ftiuns in- their wffembling together, in their
* preaching, in their brotherly exhortations, to
their difcipline, in théiv mutual fervice one in

. C anothar
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another, is to promote and ftrengthen this,
and to check the oppofite propenfity. ; w hich,
as it is natural and’ deeply rooted in our con-
fiitution, is always by freth reafonings feck-
ing the ufcendant, and fo cuts out freth woik
for Chrittians, and gives them : continual oc-
cafion to exercife them{: lves, in haﬁdling the
apolitolic weapons for defeating them. |
Secing it is plain from the New Teflament, -
that cvery thing in a fociety of Chriftians muft
be done by a free conicientious unanimity,
~and no point carricd by majority of voices,
or driven by the influence of party or fu@ion,
as is the cafe'in all worlaly focieties : if then
you would have me to account for the unani-
mity of a Chriftian church, in the many caf-
es whercin their agreement is fo neccfl.ry for
the muintaining of fervent churity, 1 cun uf-
c'ibe it to nothing elfe buc this inftin™™, and
the prayer, of him who fuid, 1 pray for all
that [ball believe on me through the «word
of the apoflies, that they may be one : And for
my §wn puart I'can fuy, that I hive been wit-
nefs to fuch unanimity in mary\nﬂanccs, as
I could nor acconnt tor zny o her way ; ard -
which voufelf, 1 dare {y, had you bien wit-
ncls, ‘brhaved at leaft to aferibe to fome ve-
ry uncommon {piing, Such an unanimity
mut appror boble to many objetions, and be
2ven impracticable in any fociety not gathcr(’g'
e . an
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and cemented together by this inftin@&. And
indeed I look upon it as the great ftanding
fign, appearance, or vifible reprefentation of
the union fpoken of in the 17th ch. of John,
and accordingly one of the principle eviden-
ces, if not the mott.ftriking proof of the truth
of Chriftianity: This is plinly intimared
twice’in that chapter ; firft in ver. 21. That
they aill may be one, €c. that the world may
belicue that thou baft fedt me: And then in
ver. 23. That they may be made perfeét in cne,
and that the world may know that th-u bujt
fent mo® The Chriftian vnanimity correfponds
to the New Teftument, as a'map does 1o the
geographical grammar, and the appearance of
it is one great thing that gives meaning and
force to the preached gofpel. |
[ cannot 'well conclud?:&Kithout taking no-
tice of another grand obftacle;which the gofpel .
has to overcome, in finding its way into the
heart of man, and which is as firmly rooted in
our conftitution as the former, ‘and ftands in
the clofeft conneétion with it ; and that is, the
appetite for an carthly paradife, fomething like
what man originally enjoyed as the proper.re~
ward of his own righteoufnefs, which his bo-

dy was fitted for, and which he forfeited by
his tranfgreflion. It is true, man’s propcz |
life was a fenfe of God’s favour ; yet it was
in thele delightful enjoyments, prepared for
‘2 | ki
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him in paradife, that he expericnced that fa-
vour : The divine tmile upon his tood and o0~
ther earthly enjoymens, gave ther that pecu-
liar qull:iﬁtc relith, which other animals, not
having his peculiar tafte, could not find in the
like. And tho’ man has long fince loft both
his rightcoufnefs and paradife together, yet in
finful miferable man, the difpofion ftill re-
mains to join fome thadow of both thefe to-
- gether. How bewitchingly are the ftories of
virtue rewarded dreft up before our eyes ? and
the virtues chiefly recommended to us, and
extolled by our wife men, are fuch as either
. aim at, or fhine beft in what is called high
Life ; fo we are told, virtutibus cbflat res an-
aulla domi,

- Now the gofpel docs not fet before us the
profpe& ofi being re-inftated into fuch an
carthly happinefs as man once held by his own
righteoufnefs, but a much more glorious lite,
the proper reward of the Son of God, for Lis
humbling himfelf and becoming obedicnt un-
to the death ; a fpiritual and heavenly life, to
take place by a refurretion from the dead :
And in order to the full enjoyment of which,
the conftitution of man muft be changed,
and whereof he can only have the hope and
foretafte to comfort himfelf with in his mor-
tal ftate : Soythe virtues, by which the gof-
pel calls srue Chriftians to be chicfv difiin-

amguiil.cd,
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guithed, are fuch as will never be relithed by
the world, even thofe that il:ined in Jefus.
It muft likewife be confidered, that this
happinefs, this new life from the dead, s of
- fuch a nature as eye hath not feen, nor car
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart
of man to form a conception of it: We have
no principles in our minds, nor any thing thag
affe@s our fenfes to drawa comparifon from, -
* by which we can frame any idea ot it. For,
. however delicately a man may imagine about
- hippinefs, and however high he m y rife
“hisidea of it : ill his moft abitra¢ted (houghts
will never rife higher than fome refinement
upon zarthly blifs. Hence alfo arites the ne-
ceffity that the mind of man fkould be touch-
ed af{cﬂl by the finger of God, in order to
his having fome idea of, and relifh for, this
new life from the dead, thee pleafures that -
are at the right hand of God tor cver ; even
as the fame divine enerey was neccfiuy to his
knowing the ji/f Ged and the Saviour, the
namg by which the true God diflinguithes
himfelf from all others. Tho’ w may thus
diftinguith thefe things, yet they iffue in one -
and the fume, and are accordingly: put toge-
ther in leripture.  This is iife eternal, tbat
they-may knpw the, the only true God, and
Fefus Chrift whom thou baft jent ; and in ano-
ther place, This is the true God and eterna)
bife; little chiidren, keep yourfelves from idols.
LT Chriftianit..
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Chriltianity then, as it calls 2 man off from
the fruitlefs tafk of ¢ftublifbing his own righ-
tcouincfs, to be juftified by the faich of Chrit;
fo it calls a mun off iom the purfuit of an
carthly. happinefs,” which at beft iffies in |
death, to look for glory, honor and immor-
tality, in tellowdiip with Jefus Chiift, in the
rcfurrection from the dead.
You will now ask me, how is a man :¢t-
ing a criminal part in rcic@ing the gofpel, fe-
ing it reveals things, whercof he has nutural-
iy'no idea? Inanfwer to this I {hall ouly fay,
tiat he alts a criminal part in infitting on |
thefe obje@tions, which are tle ra:l - 1ound
of his difaffe@ion to.tlic gofpel ; thet 1s, he .
is a criminal in pretending to plo i God by
his own rightevufnef:, while he is conicio. s
that he isa finn¢r; and in purfuing an eurth-
ly happinefs-as its reward, white his confci-
ence mutt tell him, he hus forfdited that, and
1s guilty of déath : So he isa crimin:! in be-
ing angry, at the gofp- |, bec.ufe it . fits .nd

~ entorces the verdi@Q of hic confcizree in hogh
th=fe refpects ; and (o0 $ir corrice 15 own evie
d_ic2eof having come trom thee 0 .0 Lod
who i coks there,

- .
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man to ;;i'ovidc thefe, fo, neither is he obliged
to call off any man, fiom his own wifh and
choice, to partake ot réefe, but whom he
pleuf=s: And ii is enmdugh to cond.mn ‘he
reit who hear and defpife the ¢~fpel, tiat
they p.reeive more ab. 't it thun ., '
foi'thus fai h the Son <. God, This is tre
ceademnation that light is come into the world,
and men loved darnnejs rather than the light,
because their deeds were evil, A
£y h.ve any queftions about the per-
fons priviledged to receive the Chritian truch
1 the love theieof, whether they are perforis
excelling others in any qu Jification whatfoe-
ver, o1 beiter difpofed than others to admit
the truth when Lid before them ? I have no-
thing to anfiver but this, that God huth me
cy on whom Lz will have mercy ; and that
‘God’s choice is of ¢race, and not accordi g
to works : 10 ditfzrs f-om that of man, whi&\
always procecds upon fome differcice, fome
fitnefs in one thing 7 be chofcn, more than
in ti:t which is rijedted. ' |
You fee, dear Mr, ——, I have at length
fcot you a lon: lerter; and «fter all you
fint o i motly tiken vp in (Lewing to-
how iicle puapofe any hing I can write on
this fucj*€t mu.. be, If you would fee wh..t
true Chriftianuy-is, in irs implet and heft
ligh:, read the apoutles ; to whom Chuift { id’,
' . o ' 3 o
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Lo! Iam with you always to the end of the
world. .

And if, happening to turn yonr ‘cyes firft
to the clofe of my letter, you fLould take the
hint juft now given, and then burn this with-
out reading more; I thmk I fhould then ;ain 3
greater point than I can well expeét from it.
However, dear Sir, if you accept of this as
a teftimony of friendfhip, it will not a litcte
gratify ) |

v Your obliged Friend

- and Servant.

™ . THE
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oOF

JONATHAM e JEW,
As related by himfclﬂ |

XXX A D Jefus, when buned like. other
H: “, mortuls, remained in the iavc I
2% hud fedfuftly adhered to the Pha-
~ rifees, and gloried in being one of
them, as bcmg convinuced, that the grand
controvei {y about rxghtcoufnc{s, which wus
carried on with great zeal on both fides, was
now fuairly decided in their favour, and that
they had gained an admonal honor by the
oppofition.

I received a liberal and virtuous education
among the Si:dducees, who admit no fenfe
of our facred writings but what they think
agreeable to found philofophy. But happcn-
ing, about the time that Jefus made his ap-
pearance, to fall acquainted with fome ami-

able
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able men of\eminent piety among the Phari-
fees, I began to conceive a liking to their
party. I obferved, that they maintained a
more firi¢t temperance, and, in general, a
- greater purity of life, and that they- had more
exulied fentiments about the power and cha
racter of God, than the other party. I made
it my bufinefs now to attend their lectures,
~and ftudy their tenets, in hopes of being found
/ worthy to rank with them.  Mean time, the
~ uncommon oppofition fhewn to them by
Jetus drew no fmall fhare of my attention, .
and f:rved, on the whole, rather to incre.le
thu. diminith my attachment to them. I
~conlid:red their fentiments asa great im-
provement of my former way of thinking,
and highly conducive to fny advancement in
virtue as well as ‘piety. I readily judgg;
then, that the oppofition which was chiéfly
pointed aguinft what came neareft to perfec-
tion, behoved to flow from the worft of
caufes,

1 had a very low opinion of Jefus, as well
as of the company he kept, on many accounts,
which I fhall nor nos take time to relate.
In the general, I thou ht him a ftranger to
every great and noble fentiment which charms
and clevates the mind of man. What difaf-
feted me moft to him was, I thought him
uncharitable to the laft degree. I could not

. reconcile
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reconcile with any degree of charity or piety
~¢ fevere cenfures he patt upon men of the
+(t eftablithed charaéters. It gave me great
dguft, to hear him addrefling the men
»’nom I mylelf thought worthy of the high-
(t efteem for every thing great and good, ip

- _—tuch uncooth lLinguage as this, How can ye
:l/:"c}e the damnation of bell ] | thought it in-
tolerable’to hear him at the fame time declur-
inz, with fingular affurance, that he himfclf
was the only favou-ite of heaven ; thut'every
charadter of mzn, but his own, w.s .he ob-
je&t of the divine difpleafure ; yea, wichout
ftopping here, with the greateft fumili.rity
calling God his Futher, in a fenfe peculiar to
himfelf; and, without leaving us at any lofs
to gather his meaning, affirming, 7be Fatber
gnd I are one ; even while he thewed rather
more zeal than any of us againft the leaft ..p-
p-arance of afcribing any di.ine attribute or
n.une to any'but the one God, or even to him-
fclf in any other view ;—to hear him, in the
ve'y houfe facred to the honor of the one
God, "aguinft the prophuning of which he
him(<If had thewn'the greatefl zc.l, not only
receiving divine praife from his atrendants, but
receiving it in the very words of the ficred
hvimns which we ufed to fing in our moft 1o-
lemn affemblies to the praife of the Moft
High ; yea vindicatjng this praife as his due,
| by
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by quoting thofe very hymns in fupport of
t; and rebuking my zeilous friends, who
omplained of .Lis as an abufe,

Lctany one put himiclt in our -plice, and

iry how he could have borge ull this, joined
with many other provokin;ccircumﬁunccs of
he like nature; or, if any thing lefs could
wve fatisfied him, than to have feen marters
rought to the extremities to which all-partics *
mong us at luft agreed to pufh theu.

I muft own inde~d, that -there was a pe-
iliar energy in the rebukes of Jefus, which
q1ade it very difficult for one to refift the force |
“them. But what alirmed me moft was,
is performing many works that could not be
ne by human power ; yea fuch power ap=
ared in-them, that  could no help fufpe&-

. upon occufions that the finger of God
~ as there, notwithftanding all the pains that
erc tuken to.account for thym otherwife.
fowever, as his conduél, on the whole,
semed to e to be fo very 6ppofite to the u-
iverfully recéived principles of reafon and re--
igion,. I made the beft {hiftd could to effice
iny impreffions made on my heart from that
i quarter, concluding, that as the chara Zer of
iGod himfLIf muft be meafured by thote prin-
. ciples, it would be ablurd to fuppoic, that
any revelatior coming trom him could ever
fcive to undermine them.

~__ | . - DBy
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4 By the fame principles, I fortified my{!f z-
gaintt the prediétion dclivered by Jefus con-
cerning his riling again from the dead ; to
which event he had openly appesled for
proof of his do&rine ; or, which is the fame
thing, the excellency of his perfon and cha-
.racter : and what ferved to give me the
greater aflurance was, I found my favourite
party was very forward to refer the decifion
of the whole controverfy to that fame event,
as bcing very confident that it would never
happen. . ,

When once Jefus was dead and buried, I
thought the difpute as-good as ended. But
how great was my aftonithmert! when, not
long ufter, thofe poor illeterate men, who had
been the companions of Jefus, appeared pub-
licly, teftifvina with uncommon bokinefs,
that he had :ifen again from the dead, ac-
cording to his prediction; that they were well -
affured of this by many infallible tokens, and
that at laft they faw him afcend into heaven ;
when I'faw that no thieatnings,=no infamy, no
punithment, could intimidate them ;—when,
morcover, [ obferved fo many undeniable
proofs of fupernatural power, co-operating
with them, and exerted in the nunie of Jefus,
- &s rifen from the diad.—Then the late won-
derful works ot Jetos, before Lis decath, re-
curred upon my Jivuzhis.—The forme s in:-

‘e
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preffions I had been at fo much pains to ftifle,
revived afrefh upon me.—In thort, the evi-
dence crowded fo faft upon me from every
quarter, 1 found the® was no*gain faying it.
But ftill I wus averfe to the laft degree to
admit it. I was thocked at the train.of con-
fequences which bcygcdjo follow. And thus
1 queflioned with myfelt, Has 1eafon itfelf
deceived me ? Do all our belt books of divi-
nity and morality proceed upor fulfe princi--
ples? Muil I give up with my choiceft fenti-
ments? Is there no fuch thing as wifdom or
righteoufnefs in the world ! Are .1l the world
fools, and enemie~ to God, but thefe rude Gu-
lileins? The reflection is confounding I— B..t
~ what do thefe men propofe ? what do they
- aim at by ‘their alirming the publick in this
m:nner, with their retimeny wbout the re-
{urrection of J.fus?—They cuan have .o de-
fiun, no benevolent intention toward men.
‘They feem rather 1o be influenced by a n.oft
malignant difpofition. They certuinly hntend
to b.ing this mun’s blond upon us,—to prove
us all to be enemies (o Go 1 und objeéts ot his
wrath.  They intend to muke s defparute,
and atterly mifer ble, N |
.. With fuch reflc@ions, wh.tever inw rd
difqeiee I thould undergo, 1 efolved to . -
b .t whatever cvidence they \mlld/pi_u!uu —
till-one day that I heard then/cha, od, /iy
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fome of rr;y friends in autherity, with the
mulevolent purpede | have joft now mention-,
ed —But fuch wus their reply, that I think I
{hall never forget it! They indeed not only
allowed, but demonitrated all the confequen-
ces I was fo averfe to admit,’ with fuch
force and evidence, as quite defeated all my
: refolution.—But then they, at the fame time,
laid open fuch a treafure of divine good- will
toward men ;—they drew fuch a character of
God, no lefs amiable than awful ;—they laid
fuch a folid foundation of everlafting confo-
lation and good hope, tor the moft defperate
and miferuble wretch, as did infinitely more
than counterbtlance the lofs of all my favou-
rite principles, all my fgs\@ reafonings, and
every worldly advantage I hid connected with
them. And all this they fliewed with the %
greateft fimplicity and clearnefs, to be the
plain meaning and import of the fact which
they teftifyed, even the refurreion of Jefus,
And they confirmed every thing they fiid, by
the unanimous voice of the prophets, whom
I had never underftood till now.  Their doc-
“trine, in refpeét of authority, refembled the
“ word of a Efng, againft whom there is no
rifing up; and in refpe@ of evidence, the
light of the fun; or, to ufe a far more ade-
quate fimili ude, it refembled the fact which -
they tetlificd;—and whereof it was the mean- °

' xng:.

o |

-
—
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~inz.  And it w:ll correfponded (hereto in its
fféétsy for it proved fufficisnt 10 raife the

~d=ad, and give hop? to the defperate —The
fact and its import, the band-wriring and the -
interpretation,.equally became the mujeily of
“him who is the Swpreme, -

I fuw plainly, that in the refurreétion of Je-
fus, there behoved to be the agency of a power’
fuperior to the power of nature, even capa-
ble to controul and reverfe the courfe there-
of : therefore I corcluded, that this operat-
ing power was greater than the God 3f the
Sadducees and the philofophers. I found al-
fo, that this power had u peculiar charaller,
manifeft from the nature of the controverf{y,
wherein it interpofed its agency and gave de-
cifion. I found, by the dcci.ion, that its charac-
ter~was more grand and peric@, as well as
its agency fironger, thun that of the God of
the Pharifede.”  As toits agency, it was able
to raile &Zm deeper mifery ta-higher blef-
fednefs thiin the Iharifecs thought of, As
to its charater, it appearcd with unliniited
fovercignty juft and merciful in perfetion.
Whe:eis the God of the Pharifees was fech
onl partially, and by halves ; incap.ble to
exccute the threatened curfe againtt every fin,
.and yet thew mercy and bouidlefs favour to
the tran(oreflors, not {o juft as to muintain the
boner, the fpirit, and extent of the perfet
‘law, at all events ; nor fo merciful, as to have

o - any
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any favour for the uttetly wort*lefs and
wretched : but, halving the matter, mercitul
to 'men ot good repute, and juft in accepring
thofe who are deficient in their righteouf-
ncfs; or, in another view, juft in exalting
the debt of five,hundred pence, and merci-
ful in forgiving that of fifty ; or fhewin: ju-
flice only againft the utecrly infoj‘vent, and
mercy only to thofe who can midke partial
psyment ;—in fhort, (like all created poten-
- tates), incapable of appearing, at once, with-
out ii nitztion of cither attribute, jultand mer-
ciful in pertection, -

I found then that the power which operat=.
ed in the refuricétion of Jelus, excelled nots
only in flrenath, bac alfo in mujefty and per-
foition of charaéer, all that was culled, God
among men. -~ So I perceived no finall propri-
etv in the Liying of Jelus, O righteous Jather,
the world lath not known thee.—1 concluded.
then that this #sceer is the only true God : for
that whichi is greate? muit be God. Thus
am [called off from cvery'idol, however high+
~ly dignin 2, whethe: the'Wouk of mens hands,

or of their inuginationsy to adore him who
Is Lipker than the lligl:',&.
I reankly acknowledge, then, tl;t_ my re-

ligion, or my hope toward God, is ¥ found-.

ed on argument, not on the wifdom of men,

bat on the power of God ;—not on any deduc-
D - tions

4

by

7
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tionsfrom any principlesIhud hithertoknown
< Buton autbority interpofed in 1 manner quite
unexpected, baffiing, confounding, and re-
pelling all my reatcrings ; und,.if I may be .

:
L]

s/OFeIRg Upon me a

new fet of-principles, by the n.oft convincing
and fatisfactory, s well as irefiltuble cvi-
dence ;—not on auy icalons g priors, but on
a plain matter of fu€t eftabli. ed by impreg-
nable. eviderce ;—not on uny cffort exeited,
_or any motion felt in my bre. fi, but on that
otion of divine. power, which burii the
bands of death when Jefus rofe ;—not on iy
operation which men call m_flical to uv.ig fay=
ing unintelligibie,but on the implett-ond + oit
tiriking operation of power thut c.n . fieet
the humun mind, even the prefenting hve
again a men who was, dexd ;—no ... foo ling
any change on n.y haart o L bl o the
remoteft good inchin. tich ot un < ig, Fut on
that fa@, which, ‘wie aouinft vy will, fore-
ed upon me the inolt thocking view ot my
wlt, and p oved me 10 be an enemy to
caven, in thut relpe&t whercin I thought
to have approved and valued myf If 10 my
laft hour ;—not on uny work of power .fift-
ing. me to feel, will, or doany thing, in or-

. der to peace with God, but on a work of -

power, proving to demonftration, th.ut every
thiny ncedtul thereto is already compleatly
' ’ ﬁlliu;Cd »
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finithed ;—to {1y all in one word, not on a2~
ny difference betwixt me and others, or any
token for good ubout me whatfoever, but on
the token or proof of divine good-will ex-

reflcd, in the rewurre@ion of Jefus, toward
gnncrs of all nations, withou: regard to any
diffcrence by ‘which one man can diftinguith
himfelf fiom another,

This f.&, firm us a rock, emboldens me
to puy an eqal regard to philefophical gucfles
acd endbatio sicdd toneies, If any one, . then,
fhoul! T2 s reaton of the hope that i« in

me. T vone word to fay, The refur-
o . N ¥ . - ,

rec.. -+ .. - {.lc away this from me,

¢ . oowmnerdble madeed, et this ftand

. 5 \ b

Lo, wnd nodiing thaeil evar make me defpapr,
Theo tetand is impore, o the hoaceer
of Gou Jdierce w1fing, mwral,'coane o d
alictan e.cn other. This b rocter o d
never have been drawn to one vizw, but t-un
fome divine w k. No wo.x but t5is could
ever evinee fncha charactor ; and if chis work
was done, of necerity there muft be fuch a

chiruéter.  This fuct und its impeart, then,

“muit ftund or full togeiher.  But more -pa}rti-

cul.nr]y, _

As this divine chara@er can no where be
Pibli “.ed but along with the £.&, 1am uf-
{ured, by hearirg the grandiff charaéler

feso
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- For to fuppofe, that ‘the bare notion or ides

- of ought greater than God could ever be any
where imagined, would be the wildeft of il
ablurdities. And it is very evident, that that
view of God, which, the lower it abafes the

igher ; which reduces man to the mott un-
referved or to extreme dependance, while it
exalts hin’ to the fummit of all happitefs ;
could never be the contrivance of man, w hofe
ftrongett impulfe is toward the gratityirg of
hi pride, and whofe joy maturally rifes or
finks according to the fuccefs thercof. There-
tore, when the foét and its imrport are con-
veyed to my knowledge by the fime tefiinia-
ny, I have no room to doubt, that God, who
alure cin defcribe his own chaiatter, is the
tetifycr and declarer of both.  And furcly
it would be extremely wbiuid to fuppofe, that
fuch ¢ (i iue chaiéter could aiife £ o8 2 con-

trived 1i.., (‘3 N
Again, Ttis 1o thic £i@ that the amiable

character of the w4 ad the S “iows rif=

€S 0 n.v.vi<-=-.'. I COilu "!l..‘\*' Lonn- n

there wus fich 2 Gor, had 1.0 . boan this
fact: But ¥ Liow, thatthis £ ¢t heine e,
tia o waudi be fech a Goed ; becante i e ime
p':‘3.b!e to wecoint or it othervile, Y Ay
everv uttem pt toennnt fpr it oclerwife, net
only exinguihes all my touser lighe, ot

' ' W o-aout

-

Eridc of map, raifes his comtort and joy the
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without furnithing me with any new ones,
Linds nie in atheifim, fin chaos, and uter dark-
nets, Whereas the account of it -iven by
the witneffes, while it proves ull my tormer
vitdom- to be foolithnefs, opens to me 4 new
and more dclightful fo..ree of knowledge,
throwing light ‘upon a thoulund fucts that I
could never account for before ; fhewing me
a no iefs wonderful than futisfactory proprie-
ty, in all the cxtroardinary circ imftances at-
tending the birth, life, death, and refurrec-
tion of Jefus, and the miniftry of his witnef-
es.—It throws light upon all the ancient fa-

~cred writings, and thie extraordinary fu@s re-

corded in them from the creation downward.
It fets my mind at reft, as to all the difficul-
ties about the divine character, and the con-
dition of man, which occafionally pinched
me _bétore.—I am now reconciled to the en-
trance of fin und death into the wo'ld, and
the whole durk fide of things, on account of
the marvelous Vizht that fhines forth from the
greateft darkocfs.——I am now reconciled to
the {lade, on : ccount of the magnificent pic-
ture thence aiifin - 10 my view, and which
could not .oth.rwife have app rcd.j;n a
word, I thence perceive a no lefs amiuble

thun grend niforniity of defion, in Il ‘he

woi ks of God trom  firft to lat. Wie-as,
fhould 1 :hut my eyes gainft the light iffuing
‘ thence



46 - The Converfirn of

thence, I am immediately loft in an unfa-
thomable ibvfs of abfurdities. «

I know then, affuredly, when I hear thefe
illiterate men, attended by fupernatural pow- -
‘er, bearing witnefs to the fu¢t, declaring the
import of it, and fpeaking the grand things
ot God, I hear God himfelf {peaking ; T hear
the voice and teftimony of God. Divine
wildom and divine power, which are indeed
infeparuble, prefent themfelves to my confei-
enc at once ; my pride is abathed ; iy rea-
fonings are filenced, and hope- arifes to me
from a new and unexpeced (ource.

Were {uch a mujeitic perfona_e as is de-
fcribed by John, in the i1oth chapter of the
Apocalyple, to app.ar publicly to our vew,
would not all our former ideas of human
grandcur evanifh at his pretence ? Have the -
wife men, of .lmoft every fucceeding age, ex-
ploded the principles mamtained by their pre
dceffors both in“ethics and in phyfics? and
fhould it feem a thing incrcdible to us that
when God, no longer winking at the times
of ignorance, was to commence a public,
fpeaker and writer to men, he fhould ex-
plode the wifdom of all the teachers who
formerly taught mankind ? 2nd if we'willine-
ly hear wife men tracing to us the order and
eonnection of facts and appearances in the
“ courfe of nature, why thould we not hear Ged

- explaining
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explaining to us fupernatural fa&s? This
¢ izems to be a province proper f r the author
. and controuler of nature. It was furely far
| above the fihers ot Gulilee.
~ I am fully fatisied, then, in agreement
with the witncfles, to hold the meaning they -
‘have given of the returre€lion of . Jcfus, for
the gojpet, the wora, and the teffimony of
God ; and to call it, by way of eminence,
THE TRUTH, iin oppofition 1o every f.lie
glots on the fcriptures, and every filfe reafon-
‘Ing ubout the light or luw of nature, or about
any of tne works or ways of GGod, This truth
- opens for me a pl.in path, and affords me fivm
ground forsevery fiep : 1o that | huve no oc-
c.fion to grope winong probebiiiti.s with the
acudemics, orno lefs uncertain feelings wich
the devotess ;—no reafon to “n-y the former
the pleafure thev propofe in their humble,
candid and fingere enquiries ufier a f.ne
tom, which hus hi hoto eluded their grofp ;
or the lut:er, the more reqned delight ithey
propote in their pious wrettlings cnd waitings
foi « good ceacel of chemfilves 1.0
re fon to be tewed by the feorafil incer of
thofe, or the more {o. un frown of thefe,
Lzt his vruth bemv <o pa on, wnid 1 will
not be oh m:d i che e, e of 1 h. fons
Of Soc.awes, thoagh joued wich ihvie of G-
tualicl, /

A |
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In compary with this truth I dare aét the
part proper o mun. I dare give free fcope to
my. confcicnce, before God, and look into his
pertect law, as knowing, that, however heavy
the charge turn out againft ‘me, the refurrec-
tion of Jefus affords the anfwer of a good con-
fcience toward God, as it thews a righteouf-
ncfs to be already finithed, by which God can
appear juft in juftifying even in the very
worft view I can have of 'myfelf, or, which
is more even in the worft view I can appear
in before him, who knows all things. By
being thus encouraged to look into the perfect
law of liberty, and continuc therein, I fee
the extent ot it to be vaftly wider than I was’

hitherto willing to notice.  And, by feeing
wh.t a rivhteofnels was requifite to honor it,.
and at what an expence every the leaft tranf-
-greflion of it behoved to be expiated, I amy led
to hold every precept of it more facred than -
~ever I'did before. I know that I cannot dif-
regard any precept of it, without, at the fime
time, dificzarding the revealed righteouinds.
1 confider the perfe@ law, the luw that rc-
" quites godlinefs und Lumenity in perfeltion,
as the facred and invaii.ble rule ct coricf-
pondence with God. And theugh on ihis
- fide the grave I cannot come beforc God at
anv time, and fuv, I have no fin, yet ihe
- TRUTH beth bu ds and encourages me to
aim atno lcis than pertection, | '
| Whr
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While I keep the perfe@ law in my view,
which, like a faithful mirror, difcovers all
my deformity, I cun find no reafon to glory
over the moft infamous of mankind. The
nearer 1 come to the light, which mukes ma-
aifeff all thinys that are reproved, 1 have the
_mwore reafon to {ay, Beloid 1 am vile. 1 cun
siave no room for glorying then but in the
bare TRUTH : and I have good reafon con<

fidently to oppofe the right-oufnefs reve lod -
there, to all that is admired, in its fte.d, a- .

mong mecn.

I now tee plainly, that all my former rea-
fonings againft Jefus and his charéter, were at
the fame time pointed againft the divine Liw,
and againft the natural dictates of my own
confcicnce. I chofe to confine the exercile of
my confcience to what might diftinguith me
~from o.hers. 1 tock pieafure in refle@ing
what I wcas not, in comparifon with others;
but was averfe to netice what 1 was before
God: When any uneafly quetlion, in this
Laft refpoct, wrole in my heast I was éareful
1o turn 1 whide by more ageenble redfonings,
It T miphe, for cuce el that o lich proper~
ly diftin =101 vaun oy orher wnimuls, o7z,
his corfcience, by the nace of PiASON,
I would v.ry the file of ine o ivadmuxim,
and (xy, R a/on purfeca s & pary ond ok,
or the kneal:dge of the ey, 1o Coict

E B i

i

e B
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-~
delpair. Before I knew the cure, I found
nothing but puin and mifery, . in liflening te
the fimple dictates of my confciknce, And,
\fure I am, neither confcience nor argumer
~ dite@ed me to the cure.  But it came to.meg,
unexpedledly, fiom heuven, by fupernasurd
~revelation ; that is, ‘when I heard ‘God, loy
~the mouths of the witneffs, laying oper ¢he
anediiivg of a fepernatural faét ; a faét that
hid not only aw. kened tradh ditiurbance in
ny confcicice, bat ulio demolitlied all my
arzuments, ' |
I w.s convinced then, that the revealed.
truth, which not only aw.ikeied niy coniei-
ence, and mude -me fenfible of my mulady,
but zlio b.ought fuch rcdeif as wus fi.flicient
to fuil fy it when moft aw.kned, behoved 10
come hom the fame God who formed it, and
whofe law is -raturclly is.p fiid there. I
found 1 hud hitherto neglgetcd and 1cfifled
the natural notices of the Ut Ged there, and #
framed to myiclf anothar God by 1eafonings;
——that | hud been ull alon: «s one h.lf a=-
flecp or intoxicated ; und who chufes to be fo,
as not fiudin: his ciicumitences in o good
order as to give Lhum pleafure und fatisfu@ion
i his fobcreft and ccolddl moments, . Asd
indced, who wruld incline to  ive plice 110
{ ch zppreher fions of God and .of .nimielf, Lr |
as coulu yild no pleaf e noi fatist.Elion; but, |
on’ the contrary, the greateit of .l pains;
| vz d

S

-
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yea-behoved, without:the knowledge of the
cure, to hll his mind wiith the moit repining
hatred ot God. ‘

I have great reafon then to value the gof-
pel, as it enables me to refle&, without pain,
that I am a human creature ;—as it prelents
me ivith fuch an amiable vicw of the inflexi-
bly juit God, as that I may think of him,
when fully awoke, and need not court the
momentaty quict, or rather infenfibility,
which is procured by refiiting the natural no-
tices of God ¥ the cenltience, or the maore
explicit declaration of his will in his wiiiien
Liw. ‘The gotp.l, while it enforces the law
of God, «nd mukes the coufiicnes morz fene

Mible to the convittion of fin, conveys likewife
the moft 1tiehing rancdy; fo cofwers

»the majeity of the living and true Cod, who
fays, Deut. xxxii. 20. See ncw tlat 1, even
Iambe, and there is noGod wcith me: [ lill,
and I male alive;, I<ount, and 1lval: i:i-
there is there any tlat cun aciiver cut of my
band. Tor Iiijt up iy band to H:aver, and
Jay, Ilive for ever, |
- Nor do I'think I have any apology to make
to men, for renouncing my foriner ways and
thoughts, however tightcous they appeared 1o
mylelf and others, upon my being found
guilty, beyond reply, by the cne lawgiver,
wko is able to fave and t:deflroy ; and demon-

E3 ‘ ftrated
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" ftrated to be wicked and zmr:gbmw in re=

fpe& of both, by his irrefitable work and
teltimon z I do not think it beneath the dig-
nity of the wifeft human creature, to becon-
wnccd ot his miftake, by him, whom it well
becomes to fay,— My ‘thoughts are not your
thoughts, meither are xour ways my ways.
I - as tke beavens are bigher than tbe carth,
[> are my ways bigher than your wass, and

ray thsuyits than ysur thoughts.  (See Ifaiah,
1y, =, 2 0,) ‘

1 t 5.- 1to ﬂdms"c it asa fnc imaginztion,
ore teut! e :nd viitie to o rreftntui be-,
G ayes 1y il their notive c]..rnn, the

03, Ao ..’ T wourl bz tay tranipoit-
I, l.;) <§..;:..§f;_: ro b b H by) ve; but
Ihrum.. 1\):'- V. .l ——The

-"

\s '\

miferipaeont has -
l)\.»'\ trizd, and it ina mwanee foe furaute
iinz the reach of f ney,  The unfullicd pei=
fo Vicn of both has appeared in thz world, in
all théir native charmis indeed, yet {o 2s net
to hurt the weakett eve, But what wis
the refult ? we (iw no form nor comdlingds
in him ; nob:auty, that we thould detire hin.
. We turncd afide our faces from him, as fiom
a difagreeable obje&t. The mott wife and vir-
tuous amonyg us were the foremoit to [ct him
at noucht, Yet however ftrange it may
{ m, treeitis, that fome of the moit bafe

and Ruris ame~ us were, upon this occafi-
on
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on, ftruck with fuch an apprehenfion of di-
vine beauty, as tar exceeds all the raptures of
imagination. The WORD was made Selh,
faid they) and dwelt among us, (and we be-
. beld bis glory, the glory asof the only bege v
of the Father) full of grace and truth.
I have fuid, the refurrection of Jat1s ferves
- mg, asa new principle ot knowledg: or rea-
{oning. Tdo not fet out from conj. tares to
inquire after truth ; but I fet out with the lirhe
of undoubted truth, to obferve what path it
opens for me to walk in. Ido not fct out
fom haman fiaxims or prefumptions, to in-
qiire how Ithill form a god to myf:If; but I
frroutfrom h:.vealy truth, ftamped with the

divin: charaster, to inq iire haw I fhall form.

1wy hewt anddif: fuitably to it. T do not fet
ot upon the ingzivy, What I hall doto pla-

citx the Divine Majefly ? or, as the phrafe is,
 How I hall make up 'my peace with God ?

but I {et out from the perfuafion, that God

i jait i juitifying the ungodly, to inquire,
what fervice he has f6r mig,—:o prove what
is the good, and acceptable, and perté will
ot God.

All my relizions principles and pracices
are {o many inferences fromn the afore-men-
tioncd fult; ved'Tlive no ground to value
myfelfas arcalones-, even on this now footing,
For T could fiad no faiisf: tory nkaning at
all in that falt, all T wus fe} tanght it by the

illicerate
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e ~Talc G hile us. .‘\lld, v hiucis more, rcaﬂ
deduce no wference trom then. e, till 1 be firfk

s

‘
VN |

- taughtit by one or other of the infyined wit-

nefles. But when I hear them ditplaying the

e e ————

munifold witdom of God frem that fource, °
peiceive a wondéiful propricty and force ii.
the whol: of their reafoning. Thus God fec
meet to ab.fe my pride of uferftanding, Iy
the very means he ufes for conveying 1o n:
the n.oft ufeful and comfortable of all know-
ledge. And herein, Iam perfuaded, he con
fults my real benefit.. For were I left t
indulge my natural itch for reafoning, evc

.. on this new footing, I'am' fenfible I thou!

VR

{oon act the fam¢ purt with this fupernator
revelation, as I formerly did . with the lig]
of nature. When I refleét, where all n
own wildom, and that of the greateft fig
linded me ; and that in the hight of my wi
dom, I turned. out the greatett fool ; T a:
now fully fatisfied thit my fafef and wife
courfe is, fimply to believe juft as I am tol
and fubmiffively to dojnft as I am biddc:
without murmuring or difputinz. Howew
foolift then my rule ot faith and pru@i.
may appear in the eycs of the WISE, a
however weuk in the eges of the DEVOU"
i find mvfelf kept | in countenance by tic -
poftolic maxim, 7%8 Sfoolifiness of Gid iswil
than men, and the weaknefsaf God is [t ong
than men.
F I N 1 8§
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