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One of the Minifters of PERT H,

CONCERNING
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cwldft fet in Ovder ine Things that ave wanting, avid ovddin

lders in every City, as I bad appointed thee. -
ijoop muft be blamelefs, as the Steward of Ged,

ab?ai

ath not planted, fball be vooted up. - - *
et, 4. 1. For as much then as Chrift bath fuffeved for us in
¢ Flefh, arm yourfelves likewife with #he fanie dipd, womm b
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found Lcftrine, both to exkort avd corvince the Gain-fayers. .
th. 1§, 13, mmmemmme E'Uci‘y Plant svbich ny: bim'vmfj Fntbu": -
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| ’ ITE following Scribles, as Afe. Wilfon calls them, occna

froned & Converfation betwixt bim and me, wherein, after
L deliver me from the Snare of the Devil.

admonifbing me for Selj-conceit, be ﬂfered his Lndeavonrs

F i then, he cail A me to Account, for queftioning bis Right
Me Title of Ambaflador 1, avbich ke firentoufly afferted.
iter fome Fangle onthis Head, when be infifted for the Title on

n vcry low Terms, as I myfelfcould claim ity at length I grant-
Tire Fory I could fay, That I was call’d, commiflion’d and

cnt, to fay all that [ hadto fay from the YWord of God, i
efence of my Principles s and fo fav as be vejected any of the
) ords of Clvift, that I laid before hiniy fo far bevejected Glift 3
fard no miove could I fay of hin.

He aas mighty coufident of his being fent & Minifler of the
kGefvel 5 that isy as I take ity of Lis being exaltly defer bed in the
2L siftles to Timothy and Titus, and enquired at me, what [
i to ohject ?

I told Liim, That tho Le were othereways avell é:ml{ﬁed { conld
ntfahf Lim as a Alaiflery if Tis Dellvine aeve not fouaved by
:Ie Dottrine of the dpeflles s awlo only and properly weve phe

Eﬂ' baffudors from Ged that 1 ewned.
; A 2 | H:
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: t This was occafioned by a few Lines fent to a Fr tend,
fm Advice on that Subjedt, lately publithed in a Letter on
‘““ Utefultefs of Catechifms confidered.




R4 PREFACE

He enguived what Fault I found with bis Dofrine?

A

- T took Notice of the geneval Strain of it, as tending 1 et
a orldlly Kingdom to Fefus Chrift. ‘]

Bus le esiguived what I bad to objelt in Particulay 2 Fo )
Mot [ometime Feard bis De@rine? And had not be preached, If an)',
Man wiil be Chrift's Difciple, let him deny him{elf, and )

him take up his Crofs and follow him ?

I put bim particulavly in Mind of his haranguing the M'ag[
ftrates, endeavouring to fliv them up to exercife theiy Autharitg
,gaf?:ﬂ f-;Ju# People ( at their St coming io %fwﬂ) Whom Ya
Das jfme pevfecuted umder the Names of Seltarians, Deluded,
EB%.‘ His Zanner of avgiting, at #hat Time, avas thus If ary
Perfon or Perfons fbali come into this City, baving it for thip)
Opiniony That fefues CLrift is not the Son of God, if they ks
shis their Opinion ¥ :‘Ire;;:ﬁ!@e.r, and do sot teach others the [,
¥e Magifirate, in that Cafe, is net concevned to punifh them » Bt
if tlrej declave this their Opinien in any publick Place of ﬂ;g

Gy, fo that otkers might Lear, and be 1zifled thereby, it is ful
Tims for the Alagifirate to reftram them, and exclude them ths
City.  Aecordingly, Fe made the Application to the afirfui
Leople.

When Iput him in Mind of #is, Le enquived, Fas not
Magiftrate to punilh Blafpreners 2 Has not Blafphemy a b
g ?

L anfuveyed, It avas andondtedly a Leincus Siny but, that Mat-

ders puvely velisious, came not under the Maeifirate’s Coonizarity
.}’ L ) L [

ko avas only tobe a Terroy to the Evil Do cr; who worketh 1
to his Ecighbaur.

T, il £ - v ’ ' 1
fiz iten told 2t That I 2ay o feif-conceited, asty think, i
£ dnjury donz 10 God, qas ot Jogreat a Sin, as ax D
‘ [
it hY



PREFACE V.
e fo e and that T avas for baving the Magifivate {0 avenge
y Luarrely and ot the Ganfe of God.

1Wheveon T took Occafion to tel] him, That I was as little
rcalling on the Magifirate to avenge my Quarrel, as Le was
it  cwas neither for avenging my Peyfon nov my Religion, leav-
i Vongeance avholly to God.  He fuppofed feveral Gafes wherein
wight be attack'd or injured. I il told him awhat the Neaw
Toflament commands me ip General, with vefpeét to every Cafe,
iat when I avas injuved, I ought not 1o injure again ; Toat I .
bt rot to velit Evily wor to avenge myfelt, which is being
wercome of Evil ; but to overcome Evil with Good. -And
hat it wwas the fame Thing, as to the Difpofstion of my Alind,
wiether L aveng'd my filf, or employ'd the dlagifivate to do it for

:- r:f’

0, fuid he, Perbaps you are like the Quakers, for bolding that
Gext in a Lteval Senfe, 1F a Man fmite thee on the one Check,

b 1o him the other.

L D25, faid I, I'm of 1the AMind that this Text binds me, when
Lured, to be fo far from thinking te injure again, as 1o be veady te
ff:e;-rs mere Injuries;, oy can you give me a better Senfe of it.

B T1is Text,wcplied bey only forbids us to"Le of a revengeful Spi- -
rit, fill afferting, that it was bis Duty to defend (as Le called it)
Biilo ic quas in bis Pewery That is, as 1 take it, to wefif
< 12 Refifting is good To take Eye for Lye, and Tooth for Tooth,
to give Blow for Blow; Fuft fuch anoteer Senfe as I have
l'e:n-d is Followers pive of that Text, Lay not up for yours
fcles Treafures on the Earth, &c.  This Text, fay they, for-
M” ot 10 lay up Treafures on the Earth ; this Senfe is too li-
mzl, it only forbids 15 to fet our Heavts on them y that is, fbrbfdl
b 10 Jet cus Hearts awlore our Treafureis | In avkich tavo Cafes,
LG @ ﬂﬁgth_ [nftance of 1he Corruption of Euman Nature,
" deceit-
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wleceitfully vefifling the Evidence of God's H ordy avhen.fheakiny y,)
clearly. |

When ave had done awith our Digrefion, veturning againto
of the Magifivate’s Duty, with Refpeir to blajpuemy, I Efuumr
at me, kow I carae tolimit bis Peavery as I baddone 2 L.t}
bim the fivft Inflitution of Magsftvacy to Noah, He that fhedee |
Man’s Blood, by Man fhall his Blood be fhed. hencveinn
ed over to Rom. 15 Chap. where the Aagiftrate 15 fard tole ]
Minifter of God, a Revenger to execute Wrath upon b
that doth Evil. [ alledged this Doing of Evil fpoken in the(4
neraly bekcved undobtedly to be explain’d and limited by the Contos
awhich evidently males it appear to Le avorking 1il 80 oxr Neigibing
apiinft the fecond Table of the Law, cubichthe -fpofile theve r:al

Meiton of 5 and, with refpeft to the Subject in Fand, [peaks a1
tkeve avere o other Commandiment ; and he that leveth his Neiglb:y
accordivg totlis fecond Table, is faid io have fulfilled the Lazu; o

that it feem’d preity frange, if Blafpbenty or [Hevefy be the gied
eft Lwil that comcs upaer the diagiftvate's Cosnifance s ol Fir
like it is irfinnated in the <olole Paffage.  He agaim contendzd, 12
under Evil evas contain’d every D bing that conld be faidfc e £
and jaid, that [ asas limiiing the Hoivds of the Hely (nﬂf,J‘

this I lad lis Afertion, which qas not to Le anfwwerea, bt
ancti-cy 2y, ert o,

Feve then ave Tave an Inflasce of the true Spivit of ambitie:
Clergymen, el o wwill fuffer noue, but aclen 1l ey can o loi £
[}, and chen in Power, avonldd perfecute evely Foay that b
from tem, rs the Pﬂ-’{;’lf?rﬂ { DlafpFemers, in Mr. Wil o'}
own Sei fe, avill ecfily fupert s Fovy awhen be inflanced e o)
mention’d Cafe of £l ]:Iw” vy o ihe dlagiflrates, it s fmf
o all that Lewvd ooy the dpplic:tion <vas 1o 4 I

rt E’J
avlo difer'd froi Pw, and from whony ke could expeét 7o £

Hﬂﬂmgl



PREFACE vik

Jmage, of [piritual Sz:f{;e&:on and from this Cdfe it may be
b afily applied fo every ‘f[}:mg that ibe Clergy think fit 1o call

tfy o Blafpkeny.

!

Skeuld it not firike Amazement in all eho vead the Nea Teflna
unt, and find Jefus condenmed 0 Death by Churchmen, nndep
Prefext of Blafpleniyy to fee them avho pretend to be te Sevvants
bid Fllwersof - Jefusy fo far forget themfelves, as #o plead jc?“
fuficution under the fame very Title, .diight it not bave becn
bictfed, that, at leafF, they would have chofen anothey If crd for it ?
ivever, ave may leavn this {rem it, that the fame Spirit of Per~
aticny i the fewifb Rulers, affifled by the Heathens, and
Yonded doaun to the Popifb Peyfecutcrs, Fath at length prevail'd in
0 Stvength among Proteftants, awithout lofing the wery Title,
iwithftanding all their £ roteftat.ons againft it in the former.

| Noww then, ewhen Alr. Wil{on exhorts us 10 deny our felves,
hd tike up our Crofs und follow Chiilt, if bis AMeaning Le,
dat we fhould orafp at Power, incorder toperfecute, or perfecute
bn e have Power, andthat ee fhotdd vefift fo onr Porver,
Ruiien undermolt, awhich is the enly C pportunily we katve for
Bearing the Crofs, ave kncaw Fouw to wdevfrand Bim for the Fuinre,
i let his Followvers jucge how thefe invo cor fiff fosether.

:‘-f For my Past, if I muft Fold fuch an Oae for a Ainifley of
eﬁu Clivift, then muft I fay the fame of that Arch-Clergy-
nan, the Pope, who, I'me perfwaded, conld not infift for Pevfecuti
W inbroader Terms, than to bate every Thing punifbed by the

Ungff irate, avhich be can call Evil, or even Bldiphcmy ; ﬂJE}I
“:rﬂ I [ay, that the crowned L0011ﬁs, whofe King is Ab: iddom
Brve the Seyvants of Jefus, who came not o dcﬁloy Mens  Lives,
ntﬁof ive.

8 Dt eve, be'll fay, T mifreprefent hin wﬂfy, ahen 1 fpeal:

fd’f oying Mem Lwc.r, for 7 e if wﬂ/ Jor Half Pes ﬁ’rmzam i
- mqum
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enquirved at bim, if the leaft Degree of corporal” Puynifbmen §
gt fuppofe the greateft, upon the wmeff  Obflinacy, )
faid be, it only [uppofes & greater; andfo le was for contriy,
Metkods to fbut Aien ot of Society, by fonie cther I¥ay thay i
mediate defiroying of their Lives, viz. by perpeual Linprig]
ment, and utier Exclufion frome any Converfation wiily i
Fellow-creatuies.

For my Part, I cannot fee the Difference to be gveat, bete
putting a Man to Death, and leiting him vor in Prijon, jiu,
from all the Comforts of Life. It-might alfo feem a mod [t g
gueft in Mr. Willon, to defive she diagiftrates to excIude the Ciy
thofe whom e pointed out as Seltarians, Blalphemers, o
fpreaders of Delufion; yer be is very fbort fighted, awho b
st fee, that this very Regueft tends to the deftvoying of ih
Lives: For, whatever Harm tkey awould do to this Gity, iy
swould do the fame to whatever Place or City they foanld e
into ; and if this Gity onghtto exclude them, [o ought every d
ahere they came, till at laft they fbould be excluded the Vi

But I need not infift on the Folly and Inconfiftency of Half-pu
[ecution, feeing it is pow evevy awhere langht at. Only awe maylig
this muck by it, that the Clergy’s Powver and Authoyity is vit (
the Decuy, avhben ave fee them making theiv Demands lewwer, b
canfe theiy dlavket s fomecvbat jallen, for the Mcrchandife thy
have made of the Souls of Men is ready #o fink. I
qwhich awe may obferve, That it Clergymens Horns qvere ctt

- Jbert as their kellow-fubjeéts, they awond gicw vevy tame (rih

. . . « 1f
tures, and in a foort Time become as fociable as the yef} of iifk

Ring.

Seeing they argue like #le Lifeiples in tke Days of Clrf
Flelh, from ke OQld Teflament, in Favous ¢f ther perfecili
Prfmfi)}e;; Feay come ] ey ¥0 bave the Lirprdence 10 charis
dnd difperce with the Divine Law, wlih condemmed Blaj

- P‘!"] E‘::r}: .1
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flemers bo Death in the Jewih Clavch, by fubfiituting leffer
[sgrees of Punifoment in Koo thereof.

i Hence it appears they aould aft moft confiffently, if, eithes
weicing  fudaifmy they fwmid‘ comply with the Spivit of the
ww Teffament, and tarn Chriftians, or patient Bearers of their
ws after Chrifly or elfe fairly profefs themfelves Jews, and
alk wp to the Jewilh extirpating Covenant tkey have come tin-
r, as frwe Children of ihat fame Covenant.

On this Subjelf of Perfecution, our Clergyman differs nothing
o the Popith, but in Werds ; for Inflance, he owns he is nok
fallible, Last Re is wolefs than a Blafphemer who openly d-ffers
o bimt 2 He allows Jien to vead the Scriptuves, bui be-is deiuded,
bd ciolt 1o be expell'd the Place or City, who differs from
is Senfe of it

| e is not for deffroying Mens Lives awho differ from Lir,
bly e is for punifbing, and utter fuppreffiig all fuch as be fball
ink fit to call Blatphemers and Hereticks ; and [ cannot fee
1ot move the Roman Church intended, when ihey feb up for In-
bllibility, and difchavged 1he common People to read the Scriptures,
Vid soben they pufb’d Pefecution to the higheft Degree.

§ A1 an [ﬁﬂnme of the happy Decay of the Cfel;_({y’I fz{ﬁt’ff’m‘ﬂ and
fithrty, we fee My Wilfon's Defigns of vidlent Perfecution againft
e Pe ple be aini’d at, hawve hitherto faill'd, 5)/ the Rind Providence
§ bim <cko hath noww pui it into the Flearis ﬂf t.e Kfﬂg: of the
Euth, o hate the Whore, and make her defolate ; all bis

nplaints getting Lut little Eav {rom the Magifivate, bave faill'd |
K tie sb'd-for Succefs, beng followed enly «with a Neile and
g7y of Delufion ameng the Nob, who ave the next Engine Clergy-
Pen ufually work by, awken the Aagifirate will not execnte thelt
§Vrath ; and that People, by the Protel:on of their Head and

ord, ftiil continpe an Eye-{ore to bim anid his Pbl/cfwers,tl:el\'lqb
- R B Al
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-

Al this auhile I veceived no Anfwer to my Letter,- sinlafs o
smay be gatheved from fuch Expreflions as thefe, You are fy|j
Sclf-conceit, you are in the Snare of the Devil, 8. 4y,
is all be bas donc to bying me out of it. Only Fe fays, I haze .rlf:'f
prefented bim in two Dnfances, which I flall take Notice if |
their proper Place.

Flaving then loft all Hope of an Anfuwer, either in publick o ;
vate Converfation, I bave given him this laft Opporiunily of ,
fxwering for bimfelf.  Ify inflead of an Anfwer, be fhall be fu
either infligating the Magifivate, or [piviting up the Meb agai
me, L'll bave it proven o @ Demonfiration, that be camot aufe
me, and that my Aiguments fand gosd [Hill, for ought he has 1 |
#gﬂfﬂﬁ hﬁem ’ |

1

g
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O U know, that fome Time azo, I pro-
pofed a Suuplu to you, w..tm& yOour
Ambatludorthip; and the Treatment
mer with, might have 1aduced Oune to
think, you ft up for Intullibility, ot
rather fomething above 1t, and uould
fain p] ay the like Game herey as i

Fraiinefs doces at Kewre ; but not 1o make
:ch a Conciufion too rafitly, I'll try yvou ONCE Mo,

Ihczud you lately difcourfe at the Qccalion of ardatning
pour ]ullmg L)ers and Deacons, aa Rew. 12. 6, 5, 8. and
piar Things occur'd in your belmou, that 1 could nort
ity iL...m"ulL ctther with one another, or the Texts of the
B\ JL[’mncut yOu bmuqht [0 prove thun I thought very
ronct, s well .«..51‘111 and couite olL, to hy bcimt. you, fo
8. o | coud remember them, thar hL.Lhy vou mizht have
k. Ovsorunt: v to rectify me, w lu.mn | mtght . 11{ ke b
ﬂ g ]sr. OTRUCE Or ]nam*mun or further nftruét me, ir i

oinan Krer , which would indeed be the Pure of One thar
B2 [iid



had not a Mind to ditate, but to teach and perfwade ; gy
I may the racher ufc this Freedom, that you are pleafeq §

reckon the whole Townor Partfh your Fiock, and youy
{elf a Paftor or Dottor thereof. :

F1rst then,{peaking of the Church and its Governmerg
ou told us, That the vilible Church, (as compared 1 ¢
if’arable with the Freld of Wheat and Tares, and the N4
that was caft into the Sea, which gathered of cvery Kin
confifted of Good and Bad, of Wheat and Tares; yea, fig)
as are vifible to the Servants of the Houfholder to be T aves.

I cafily perceive how the Church maybe likened unt §
Draught ot Fifhes, which, by the Net of the Gofpel, arc g
thered from every Kind, which, when drawn athore, of
(as the Interpretation runs) tn the End of the World. af
found to confift of Good and Bad. But how you came tofij
‘T'hat the vifible Church on this Earth, confifts of a Conj
pany of Good and Bad vifibly (5, I cannot underftand, u§
lefs you mean, that the vifibly Bad, make up fuch a conlids
rable Part of the Natiomal Church, that if they were remof
cd, 1t would fcarce any more be wvifible. 7'

Tam ftill at a greater Lofs to underftand, how you appli]
the Parable of theW hear and theTares, in aConfiftency wi
your {elf; I have thought this Parable attorded no contemy
tible Argument againft your Principles of extirpating Heretich
feeing the Ficld here mentioned is declared to be the Wor
the Tares are called the Children of the avicked O, §
Defignation I no where find in the New Teftament, givs
to any Members of a vifible Church, that are to be toli
rate thercn, asthe Tares muft be among the thgr, i
cording to the Diveliion, Let both grew tocether.  For if th
Rule were obferved ina Chriftian Congregation, it 1‘.’0':11
1arirely fer afide fuch a Thing as Excommunication, whict
national Cuurches own to be lawful in fome Cafes: ¥¢
after all, 1fiid noae 1a chis Puarable, but the Wheat, th
good Seed, declared to be the Children of the Kingdom, ¢
New Teltament Church.

Howevir, fecing youwill have 1t fo, that the P:i:::ld !
the Parable, inttead of the World, fignifies your vifibl,?
o
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pilonal Churd}:, I'll eafily grant it, bécauf‘q T have not yet
enn'd the Difterence, nor will I deny buu it confifts of vi
thle Tares in Plenty. '

Hiry Tunderftand you pretty well:  But the Thing that
noft ultonifhed me, was, to hear you, tn the Clofe of your
Sermon, homologate a Complaint of promifcuous Commu-
ion, and coatetling, for your own Part, in particular,
hat there was too much Ground for it, telling your Ruling
Flders, withal, to rake care who were ro be admitted to the
Communion Table, feeing there were many in your Con-
gregation, whofe Lives were little 1nfluenced by the Word ;
by this Time, thiuks 1, your vifible Tares muft be fearfully a-
{lrm’d, who f{carce an Hour ago were {ooth’d with a Tolle-
tion to grow together with the Wheat, and now are
treatned with being pluck’t up; and to aflure them the
better, .fec an Order of Men before them, ready to be fet
| 2 Part for the Purpofe. Here, 1 confefs, Twas at a Stand, un-
cpable to folve the Dithculry, unlefs I fhould fuppofe, that
it was uneither the vifibly Bad, nor the vifible Tares, that de-
filed your Communion, but fome other Sort of Perlons
| worle chan either. |

2. Tue next Thing I took Notice of, was, That you
 told us, the Government of the Church was not committed
 t0 the whole Community of the Faithful, but to the Ofhice-
| bearers, whom the God of Order had appointed for
| that End ; for, otherways, the Government of the Church
| would be full of Confufiun and Diforder. The Texts of the
} New Teltament you brought to prove this, were, fo many
35 L remember, Heb. 13. 17. Obey them that bave the Rule over
| Joty and fubmit yourfelves, {or they watch for yeur Souls, o5 they
| trat muft give Aeceunt. 1 Per. 5. g. Lif:ew.rr)w ye yornge, ye ¢
ko0t futhiinit yourfelues to the elder, Tz aBUTE g0ls- And 1 Thef.
} 5. 12 JTe beferch you brethven, to know them subich labouy among
| Yty and ave cver yon in the Lovd, and admonifb yore. Matth. 18,
| 15 17 atfoever yegball bind en Earith, (bl be beand in Heaven,
g 2nd whatfoever ye iball loofe on Earth, fhall he keofed in Heaven.

Do you think, thatin the three firft cited Texts, the A.
| ,FQP_I}cs are commanding a mote blind Obedicnce and Sub
j JCtion 1o be paid to the ordinary Oflicers of the Church
tha
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than they demanded to themfelves from the Church
Ferufalem, Alts 15. 22. Dhen pleafed it the Apoftles and Elders
ai#th the whole Chur:h, &c. If you would then reckon i fich
a Breach of Order, to be degraded to the Station of Apofls §
I muft underftand, that your beauriful Order, of which you§
are not afhumed tocall God the Author, would be inverted}
and quite confufed, 1f you (hould be reduced to the Rank!
of an ovdinery Bithop or Elder, and obliged to take the]
fecond Place atier the Apoftles, with the Elders of the Church
in Ferufalem. c

 Te,in Matth. 18. 18. Chrift 1s fpeaking to the. Apoftlesh
only, asteprefenting the Othice-bearers of the Church, whom|
vou was pleafed to call their Succeflors, he 1s undoubted-|
iy {peaking to the fame Perfons, in the fume Capacity, in
the three foregotng Verfes,  where he fuys, If thy Brother }
irefpafs againft tlee, goand tell bim his Fault beiween thee .l
Fimt alene, &c. and 1f you fhall once fix this Point, I think|
you may faﬁ:ly fay, the Government or Difcipline of the)
Church is not committed to the Community of the Faith-|
ful:  Yer, however much the Apoliles contended among |
themfelves, who fhould be greaeft, 1 cannot find, either in
their Pracrice, or Writlgs, that they feem to have ﬁpcll'd
any Picce of Honour, ov ludly Superiity over the Flocx, |
arliing to them from this Paflage. It feems the Emblem o |
the litsie Criid, n the foregoing Part of the Chapter, had
remained frefher in their Minds, thanin the Minds of then
who afrerwards fer up for their Succeflors.

FurTnrr, to fupport your Argument, you cite 1 (.
12. 16. fj the colole Bedy aveve im Bye, aubere were e [earivgs
&c. from which youl iehiuate, that 1t beJongs not to th
Part of the Body, the Fiock, ar Community of the Fulihiul,
ro obIzIve the Chiiflian Di?‘{:iplinc, or Laws of brotheny
Leove; that the whole Charge of this, 1s devolved upor the
O.iice-bearers. |

I'r then you are one of thefe Ofice-bearers, who are ¢t
pabic to obierve the Laws of brothierly Love for the whole
Flock, foas to give Account for them at Chrift’s Appeanrl,
your Flock wili be very much ebiiged 10 you, and undoukt
¢dly, vou will havea jult Cluim to wil e UEJLL&EJCIE(L‘,(-{E

. "

L.I-.-l:)



(5)
pibjedtion you are asking; and they again will have nplefs
Ground to give 1t,and to proclatm yonr Holinefs ard Wbrtr’:inef:
o the highctt Degree 5 and ﬂill*t 1e more, if 1t be trde, that
ou entertain’d your Communicanes at the Table, with a
Difcourfe on your own Leath and Sifferings, {rom that Text,
L Defive bave [ defired toeat th.s Pajjover wwith you, before I fuf-
ir, Luke 22. 15. Until Lbe periwaded, that the Clergy
e capab’e to give a futhcient Accounr, upon this Head, at
Chrift’s fecord Coming, [ confeis I cinnot {fee, how the
(ommunity of the Faithful, or the leat Member ofit, can
b exculable in the Neglect of any of the Laws of Difci-

sline Chrift has appointed, and delivered to his Church, in
the New Teltament

2. Y ovu alfo told us, That the Number and Order of the
Otfice-bearcrs of the Church, was fix’d and founded in the
Word of God : That they were all contained under the two
gencral Heads of Proplecy and JLiniflry, or (as 1 hope you'll
own) the Ofhces of the Fifbop and Deucon, the Minifter of the
Word, and the Minfter of Zables, in the fixing of which two
Orders of Church-Othcers, and no more, not a little of the
Srength of your Argument againft Prelacy, has been reck-
oned to confift.  Hereyou faid the Prelate was no Officer of
God’s Appointment, but merely a Crestnre of Man’s mak-
ing, {ceing there wis no mention of him in the Seriprure:
All this was very fair, and might ferveto thow us, you was
much aware of admittiug any Chul'cll—Of]:IGEI', that was not
vl founded in the Word of God ; but ulus! you had nor
gone far, when I obferved yoy mighty intent upon formixg
@ Greature of your owniy full as diftinct from the two above-
mentloned Orders, as the Prelate, on which you was pleaf-
¢d to beftow theName of Ruline Elder  nor was you lefs cager,
by all Means, if poffible, to father him upon the Word of
God ; the firft Place you fought to find him,was in your Text,
Rem. 12. 6, -, §. Having then Gifts differing according o the
Grace that 15 given to ws, wwheiler Projrecy; let us P rophefy, Ac-
Grine to the Proportion ff}:'lzfrb; o J..i;::;f{':ry, ler 125 avatt. em our
niniftricg ; or he that teacleth, on Teacki:g ; or Ve ihat exkorteth,
i Exbortation , Fe thot ¢ weth, let bim do it evith Simmplicity ; ke
that vuleth, with Diligence 5 e that fLesveth alercy, with Chear-
fitliefs T T | -7
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To eftablifh your Point, you fizt upon that Cluufe,
that yuleih, with Liligence. Thic original Wore b wgsicapy
here ufed’ you ﬁiid, ﬁgllihfs | f"i'ﬁﬁdﬁ‘m‘, RHIE}‘, Goter
&c. being the famc as In 1 Thef. 5. 12, 1 Tim. 3. 4, 5. 18
- You noticed likewife, that he was diftinctly mentionee i
himfelf, afide from either the Teacher or Exhorter, and |
his particular Direction by him{e/f:

By this Time, your Ruling Elder was ready to take Foo
1f you had not cut him fhort in the Birth, and metamo
‘phos’d him 1nto 4 Deacon, by ranking him under that gey
‘ral Head, the -"]-;f-’-*fﬂ")’; ey 71 Mtarovia, the Order of Deacd
as this and the Word Jiai0080, undoubtedly fignifics, g
oft as they ftand in a dittinguithed Senfeyopoint forth a D
ftinGion of Church-Ofhcers 1n the New Teltament, |

" Now, whether is it better torank him that ruleth u
der Proplecy, and o make hima Bjhop or Elder, or unde
the Minifiry, daneria, and fo make him a Deacon, and oo
fequently no Elder, for no other Reafon, but the Order o
the Words, becanfe he 1s mentioned among the Deacons
in the particular Enumeration.

But we need not wonder much to fee you change you
Elder into a Decacon, if we reflett, thatyou alfo chanyd
your Deacon into a Bifhop, or Elder, by allowing him
Part, or, as you called it, a confultative Vote, 1n the Govern
ment of the Church; for, when you excluded the Cor
munity of the Faithful, from aling any Part in the G
vernment, or Difcipline of the Church, affigning it whol
ly to the Office-bearers, a Word (I fuppofe) chofen to In
clude the Deacon among the reft, you cited only fuch dcr!
tures as fpake of the gi{hop or Elder, fuch as, Ovey it
“that have ile Rule cver yorr, &c. Heb. 15. 17. Likeway ¥

Younger fubmit yiurfelves to the Elder, &c. 1 Pet. 5. 5;1 8{1
whi

e R R R R A=A

| div. Wilton maw deries, that Te then faid, the nr{qfﬂ;"‘
} ord fipnified Prefident, tlo be cwni, that it may be fo tyanflatii
and indeed fo ke may, for it can foarce properly be oflersid
tranflated, | o |
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sliich we muft underftand, that your Deacon is a Ruler and
i Elder.
\
HowEevrr, to followyou through all the reft of your
Poof, you ctied 1 Cor. x2. 28. sind God hath fet fome in the
Clurchy fovft Apaftles; fecondarily Proplets, thivdly Teachers, aft:y
it Livacles, then Giftsof Healinigs, Helps, Gowrnme;-m,Dz'-z;m'ﬁtiés
fTmgues. Now, Ifind nothing here thut 1 could prove to
nean the ordinary Othces of the Church, but Helps and
[Gosernments, nor any Thing elfe that looks like them, but
ihe Teacher's mentioned 1n the third Place ; and 1 doubt, L
would not get 1t well dented, burthat, by Teachers, ishere
uderltood Evangelifts ; wé {ecing they are not mentioned un-
ter any other Defignation 1a this Palfaze, and "as difhiculr to
{ppole; that, in a Paflage defigned chicfly to enumerate the
extraordit arvy Gifts, that of Zvangelifts, none of the leaft con-
iderable among them, fhould be intively omitted ; and it
ffecms the more probable, thar in Zph. 4 Chap. Verfe 11, E-
Lanzelifts poflefs the third Place after the Apoftlesand Pro-
fphets, the fame which Teachers have here 5 and feeing it is
the chicf Defign of the Pafluge, to treat of the extraordinary
Gifis only, which are faid, in the 8i) Ferfe of the following
Chaprer, to fail and to ceale, the ordinary Offices are menti-
doned only by the By, in as fhort and curfory a Manner as
fpolible, as may appear from tic omitting of them in Jerfe
29th and joth following, where the reft, the Teachers not
fescepted, are repeated.

} So, not finding any particular Diftinction of the Elders
 Oftice here, I cannot fee how it can properly fupport the
fArgument in Hand ; for, taking Helps.to be-the Deacons, Go-
8 oments muft include all Eldevs ingenceral, all that govern

the Flock, =uBzemaers, fo that, unlefs you exclude your
fexhorting and teaching Elders, from acting any Part in the
B Government of the Church, 1cannot fee how your Ruling

2 Lider can oain any Ground from this Text.
<

£ You cited alfo 1 fflrjf s. 12, dnd ave Lefeec yetr Brethren,
R b0 Lzt them that arcover Oy OO AIASHSS s fi1 the Lovd, and ad-
By, Well, this Verie fays no more, but what your
g Xt fays, that there is he that prefideth, meojsameros, and
k10 there hethar seadierh, Midagrer, whom, if you pleafe,
_-' (. VO



__T_l

(8 )
ou may exclude from ruling and exhorting, by the f;
%ulc that you reftrain your Ruling Elder trom teaching

and cxhorting.

Bur, let usfce the Force of your laft Argument, whic}
you intend to be the greateft, from 1 Tim. 5. 17. Lot the y
ders that vile aselly ke counted <vorthy of doubie Homeur, ¢fpi.islf
they avho Inbour in the Hovd and Deifrive.  Hence you wou
infer, that there are Elders here {poke of, whoie Bufine
it is ouly to Rule or Prefids, diftint altogether from the Ey
horter and Teacher, and who have nothing to do with thy
Exhortation and Doétrine : But, might you not, by the fing
Rulc, diftingutfh the Exhorter and Teacher trom the Ruker
and allow them no Parr in the Ruling; yea, and mil
the Exhorter as dittinét an Ofhcer from the Teacher, asyol

do the Ruler from both.

Trart there isa Diftinétion of Elders pointed at inth
Text, 1s undentabie ; but it will be the better underftood
that we firlt confider wherein all Eldersare One.  Accord
ing to 1 T#u. 3. 2. it 1. 9. 1 Pet. 4. 2. all Elders m:
be apt to teach, able, by {ound Doltrine, to exhort a
convince tae Gain-fayers, capable to feed or rule the Flock
yet fome of them excel moft 1n one Branch, and fome d
them in another ol that {ame Gift, which 1s, 1n {ome Mes;
fure, common to them all: So the sbove cited Textin th4
Epiftie to imothy, gives double Honour, not to them tha:|
Rude, but to them that Rule avell, or cxcel chiefly in Ku
ling; and a more efpecial Honour, not tothe Exhorter, ¢
‘Teacher, but to them that labour, or excert themfelvw
chiefly in the Word of Exhortation and Doétrine. This Tex
then does not make diltinét Orders of Officers, but onl
diftinguithes Eiders, according to the different Branchesd
the fame Gift they feverally excel in; and your Tey
Rom. 12. 8. cnjoins them to attend and beltiv themlelw
chicfly that Way for which they ave particularly firred
Jefus Chrift, and whercein, of Confequence, they mott ¢
cel; and this Vicw will appear the more native, if vouvi
allow, that the common Engine whercby they uil WOl
is the Woid of God, and #hat only; and fince the et
has to do with the U idevffandings, and the Ixhoveer s
the #7l and Affeltions of the Flock, why may net 20 L

—T T - 1'1"1'!1
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icaton of the Word to the Walk and Converfition of
: Flock be called Ruding.
ArTER you had gone thro’ what you intended as a Proof
fyour Kuling Elders being founded on the Word of God,
o told us, tlut all the Arguments Scétarians had to ob-
i, were fo very aear and frivoleus, that they were not
oih taking up our Time to difcufs. Howcever, to keep
 fome Shew of Equity, you was pleas’d to lnﬂmcc on
,mc‘uon, which you faid carried the greatelt Shew of
orce 1n 1ty And 1t was this, ff the Ruling Flder le a:
e Deover in the New Tefiarnent Ghurchy aby have que not
| rfhf’:fzftmn in the New S'fjmm; :.

| How ever aeak, and frizolans an Objection this may feem,
.0y [omewhat fulpuied to fce what Shifts you made to c-
Lape the Morce of i,

| [ vour Anfwer, you granted the Suppoﬁtloa on which
e Ohjeczion was foumed but dented the Objeltion to be
m.cwm... F:ﬂ you fald Tho his Infhitution was not
bind inthe New T{.ihmtnt yet the Exampleot the Pri-
pitive Church, was a foficient Warrant in the Cale: If
b1 mean the E\implc of the Primttive Church, as pointed
| lwm above cited Scripturces, we have ahmdv confider-
R VAt 1t 1s,

§ Lo fupport your Argument heve, you tell us, e have no
phor Reafon but rlm for ooferving the hirft Day of the
B ook s thie Chriftian Sclb‘jhh, and u"*doubtcd]v the Rea-
-;g it ‘**“Ud but pe 1]1'1}13 )ou lmzaht ohierve 1t more €x-
1y crolr’d, 1f you would {ee Dr. Oz on Heb. 4h, Ch,

3 hc; “ VOl may the rather be pleus’d to glance on tlis Head,

i h. 15 o great an Advocate for your Ruling leer
g 02 vou refer’d us to the Inftirution of the Jeventy Lldeis

3" 'f-’ i, called the Jewih Sanhed: 1m, telling us, this
& the true Precedent for the In[h*utmn ot your }.xullllﬂ'
2 &5y and that there was no Occ: fion for infliruting them
'-“u"'ta New Teftament, more than the (_;hlllhthu.l))m]]
B (is ro what was nmtcml of 1t) was clearly mthtuttd

Jd o ein'd in the Old,
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WuaT inclines meto think your reafoning from the §
xample of the Primitive Church, but a Shift to ferve th
Turn, is, that I have too much Ground to believe, you
not hold this Argument univerfally binding in all Cafes
heard you once, a confiderable Time ago, {peaking of th

(ifs of Chavity, which 1s no lefs than five Times expredly e
join’d in the New Teftament ; after you had endeavoured
blunt the Force of the Command, you condefcended to ]
us, if I rightly remember, That this wasud ed anUige.
mong the fif? Chriftans, but, on account of the profae
laciviens Ufe that came to be made of 1, was juitly an
wilcly laid afide £. |

Now, as you treat this Kifs of Charity, which was nei
ther profanzd nor laid afide, till Chrittianity became n:
tional, might you not have done the like with the O
fervation of the firt Day of the Weck, as the Chriftisn Sl
bath, which was indced an Ufage among the firft Chyifliars
which, according to you, is all the Keafon we have
obferving it flill.  Might you not have faid, that feeing th
Chriftian Sabbatifi, or keeping of a Sabbath, remains, ori
only left to the People of God, tor whom alone 1: was ¢z
fign'd, it was high Time to lay it afide, and that moit i
}y and wifely, when it come to be {o horridly profancd, -
to be proftinure to the common World, to be troden wne:
Foot of the Warions, cven by a People who were no me:
ro be made willing by the Power of Chrift, who vt
fo defiitute of the Fear of God, as nothing could b
them to oblerve it, but the Fear of the fecular Power. Tn
keeping of it muftbe enjoin’d by the Laws of the N
and conncéred with all Pofis of Prefii and Mencur ;) yea, i
a Man's very Living and Being in the World 5 yer o &
dent {rom the Wature of the Thing, that all this Zeal It
the keeping of the Sabbath, cou’d never proceed from®

1'
RLSH*
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L M Willon netw dewies (110 1 pretty coell remenilor it ) i+

be fuidihe Ki/s of Chavity «vas ai Ufage among tle jofi Cr rf;’f!‘ria‘
Cand allidges he enly faidy thot e Apedle’s enly Dyift in 1
Paffocr, qvas to dijivade C[:r,-f;‘ff.z;z.f from ile pralane Llannir
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ned to the true Chriftian Reft, and could as little be a
oive to ftir up Men ro feelz atrer 1. We muft underftand.
i Witdom of the Clergy thought fit to lay afide this,
Gen they latd afide the Kafs of Charity, and the reft of the
Lih that was at firft delivered to the Salats, and they
oaght in another Reft in.thc _Room of 1t, full keep-
ez e fame Day, whercon, injoying a worldly Reft, they
hd alto the Satsfaction to fee whole Nattons and King-
bms  brought under that glorious 'U?ffﬁn'mf?' they had
arou Tt about by their Iuﬂucno? with the Kings of the
Euth, and to {ee the People coming together, not to break

Bread, after the Example of the furft Chriftians, bur to pay

lmace tO them.

But to have done with this Digreflion, we muft next en-
cire, by what Rule you lead us back to the Old Tefa-
imit, for che Inflituzion of a New Teftament Church Of-
iy for, while you thus ward oft the Sefarisns, you are
ot aware of the Prelanfts, who will immediately tell you,
the Hieh Prieft, the Inferior Priefts, and the Levites, exactly
rotnt forth their Church Ofhcers 5 and if you fhould tell
| em, that the New Teftament fives only two Orders of
| Church Ofhicers, the Bifhop and the Deacon, the Mini-
fof the Word, and the Miuitter of Tables, they'll retore
g your Argament with equal Force, and enqure, why you
§ vourfelt go about 1o eftablith an Order of GHicers, diltinét
 Fom both ?

I e the Sanhedrim, the fupreme Court of the Fewws, poins
¥ Drth vour inferior Sort of Elders, whom you call Ruling
| Liders, whonetther teach, preach nor exhorr, [ muit pro-
{ [ch myfelf fo blind, as not to percetve, in any Shape,
E low, or why ; nor do I remember, thar you was at any Pains

d w0 aithinguith thefe fecenty Elders, frem any other Order of

Elders, 1f there were fuch among the Fewvs, who taught
win exhorted, and reccived a more efpecial Honour than

e, |

Tirr Reafon T enguire by what Rule you lead us back

m the Old Teftament, for the Infutverion of a New Te-

ument Chureh Officer, s, that I do not remember that you

“ited any Text in the New Teftament, that fpeaks of your

Rulinz
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Ruling Elders, with Reference o Allufion to any Py
in the Old, that fpeaks of the feventy Elders or Sanhedy;
of the Fews; and if you thus aflume the Liberty 1o expla
the Old Teftament, without a Texr 1n the New to fuy
port you, this will be to recede from the publick Standa
the Confeffion of Fanth, and Book of Difeipline of the New Tefiai
Church, and to take up with a privare Interpretation, whic
would be enough to prove you a Heretick: Or, 1f after
New Tcftament Revelation is compleated, you fhall, in ay
Shape, take up with the Types or Figures ofit in the Qlg)
the Queltion that next occurs, will be, Whether or et dy
you belreves that Fejus Chrift is come in the Flejb,

LIy

Ir, after all, there were any fuch Elders in the fuf
Churches, as netther raught, preached, nor difpenfed Sacr:.
ments, I think I may be pretty fure; it was not with the
Apoftles Confent: For, when Paxl bids Zitus ordain Elders
in every Church, he allows him to ordain none, but fuch
as might be Stewards of God, and {o fit to difpenfe the
Ordinances of the Houte of God : None but fuch as Feld faf
the faithful B ord, as they bad been taught, that they might b
able, by fend Deltvine, both to exbort and convince the Gam-fay
ers, Zit, 1. 7, 9. And Pefer acknowledges no Elders but
fuch as were Difhops, and did all the Work of the b
fhop, 1 Pet. 5. 2. extguomuvree. And Pardallows Tomsthyto
ordain none but fuch as were aps o feach.

Bur what necd I objeét from the New Teftament, fince
you will not allow his Inftitution to be there.

Warn you came to fpeak of the Duties peculiar to his
Ofice, vou cited fomething from your Book of Diftipline,
which I remember ror ;) and fince it was not from the
publick Standards 1 mentioned above, I am not concerned
with it.

But T'was meft of all furprized, when you toid us, That
it did not belong 1o the Rnhng klder to Peifrde 1n any Ec-

clefiaftical Court: In the Beginaing, vou fuid he was a Pre-
fider, oeirameroe; but i he be debar’d from preliding,

what mult become of our Prefident 7 Vi hat mult become of
our firpireme Crurty tle Saxledvimy 1f none of them dal‘Ci_P_ e
¢
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11 After He underwent the Change from ay Zlger Into &
o, all the View Ikept of him, was under the Noti-
yof a Prefident ; and if he muft not prefide in any Eccle-
tical Court, I've loft Sight of him entirely: I hope you
ynot mean that Heis to prefide in any Civil Court, and if
Ather 1n Civil nov Ecclefiaftical Court, where then? At this
e, you would feem to amnibilate the Creature you wias at
smuch Painsinforming, orelfe to fwallow himup; for,
u fiid it belong’d only to the Zeaching Elder, or Bifhop,
o prefide. |

| Axp fo we have come again to our two ancient Orders

bf Bifhop and Decacon; and as for the Ruling or Prelid-

o Elder, the Deacons have 7060’d him of his Eldes/bip, and
o . . ’

he Bithops of his Prefidenifbip, and Hr 1s No moRE.

Now, Sir, before I have done, T cannot but notice how
vou retieét upon thofe whom you fligmatize by the Name
Sterians, and how you treat their Arguments; you can-
ot be 1gnorant, that your very calling the Objectors Seéfa-
s, and thetr Arguments weak and frivolous, without
fuming them, 1s, with the Bulk of your Auditory, a fuf-
Jicient Confutation of them, and your attacking them thus
n Lump, faves you the T'rouble of entering fairly into the
pilerts of the Caufe, Is not this the Mcthod the ancient
d0ppoficrs of Chrithianity ufed with the fpofife Paud, when
biiey accufed him as the Ring-leader of a Seft, yet Panl was not
shamed to confels, That by the IWay wwhich they call'd Hevefy,
o $ect, he qvorfbisted the God of his Fatlersy and this Anfwer
viiy well fuited che fueft Chriftians, uruld their syange TLeod=
§vu. foionvning Chirehy became the Church by Liw effablijb-
'- Ef, [:.md 1w will as well fuit thetr folomuing Followers to the
8 L

§ Tur Way you treat their Arguments, might have come
joit with a beteer Grace, a few Centuries ugo ; but, to be fure,
g Youare not infenlible of the different Humour that prevails
dinthe World nzow, from what was #len; Men begin to
jercetve they have been too long Priefl-rid, growing weary
o1 the Yoke, and incline to give Clergymen the Trouble
ofdamnm:ntinq what they affert, and to make them ftand only

i the Strength of their Argument,  This 15, no Doubt, 2
- - T heavy
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{heaw Gﬂcvance t'hey*]Jbour -undet;,_ apd wy )
@il in the Day we live,in; fuch; . perhaps, -as &g’
~<heard of . firice. they mﬂd the Wonld > Butcys: Puy ‘that i
_+remarkable Mean of ﬁﬂn{g their Kingdom® with Doy

1- *fhauld move them to grasiv theii ‘Ionguf.r far Pain; Y and
'ZPeﬁ; Wfﬁ’ﬂ}' ..?.}ri'd.l' ke 1‘ ‘ | * t """ r-..
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AsI hmted in the Begmnmg, I fay agam, ff f
mﬂhkcn you any, where, your Anfwer can only !
‘the ;"and 1 you condel"cend to give none, I muft ta
for granted ‘that T have no where m‘iﬂaken You, ang

Amy Arguments, however wéak and frwolons are ye

you unanfwerablc. |

Ir you have no cher Aﬁfwer, but your ufual &
Drrusion, noné other I expect ; But, if you havg

:Force ‘of TRuT H to bring "forth, b hopc it will it

&
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hld for the Truth {corns to be aﬂlamcd PRI
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