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To the Reverend, &c. &ec.

Dear Six,

oo ‘ CCOKDING to your
1§§§§§ late Convcrfanon that 1 would fur-

nifh you with an Account from the

§ ancient Writers, concermng the
(& KKH Methods and Cuftsins anciently
obferved in their Salutations and

Kiffings ; and that 1 would particularly fend you
fome Notes and Obfervations relative to the boly -
and charitable Kiffings, which the modeft and cha-
ritable Mr. Sandeman thinks neceflary, and recom-
mends, to be obferved : I have now leated myfelf,
with my Common Place Books before me, that I
may collect fuch Things as may be curicus, in-

{truétive and entertaining 3 in order to thew my
© Willingnefs and Readinefs to gratific and oblige

you with refpe to the Subjeét propofed.

IT may not be amafs, in the firft Blacc, to take
fomeNotice of the {criptural Terms for the Praétice
of faluting,—Now the Hebrew Word for this is,
Nefchikab, in thePlural Nefchikoth ; from theWasid
Najchal;, ke bath kiffed —This is the Ward con-
flandy uled in the Old Teftamept.~Jn the New

Teflament,
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Fefiament, tuere are efpecially two Words ufed for
ths Matter.—One of them, ukd about thireeen
Fimes i the New Fefltament, and rendred for us
Kifs,is Phileema : Which is probably derived from
the Greek Vierb Phileo, 1 love : And hence comes
Phileema, the Kifs, as a Sign and Effcét of Love. —
The other Word is APszomai 3 which }s judg’d
by good Criticks to be derived from ama, 1ogether,
and fpao 10 draw : And fo it may fignifie an At-
traffion in faluting. —T here is another Greek Word,
which 1s fuppofed to fignifie fornething more :
This is agapan ; which ‘epbens fays, intends and
means, together with Kijing, the cafting of the
Jands on the Neck : But Ido not remember, that
this Word is ufed in the New Teflament, *

As to the Word A/fpazoma, there is nothing in
i, which conveys the Idea of what is commonly
called K{fng. Itis frequently ufed to fignifie, that
fuch as are abfent are defired 1o be [aluted, or that
A Salutation is fent by any one. And this is the
general Meaning of the Word in the Writings of
the Apoftle Paul.

Ir 1t thould be enquired, how fuch as were prefent
were of old f[aluted ? The Anfwer muft be, they
were faluted in various Ways, and according to the
various Cuftoms of different Countries, either by
friendly Embravings, or by giving 1he Right-Hand ,
or, as among the fewws, fometimes by giving a Kifs,
and by aflcctionate Greetings and Speeches alfo.

Tue Grecks, by their compound Word 4/paze-
Jibai, exprefs all thefe Offices and Metbods of Livilizy
at

¥ * e Latin Word for a Kifs is Ofculum, which is fup-
pitd o be derived from Os conirallum, a Contraélion
e 1he Miguth in faluting,



[ 5 1

st meeting togciher ¢ So that there cannot, from
the bare Ufe of that Word, be any certain Judg-
ment formi’d concerning the precife Way and Man-
ner of the Satutation. Thus, this Greek Word is
ufed, in Luk. 1. '29 ; where it may moft probably
refer to the Salutation by th: Words and Expreffions
in the Verfe precceding.—~But, in Rom. XV1. 3, it
feems to intend and mean the performing of Courtefy
and Kindnefs.—And, in Heb. X1. 13, the Patriarchs
are faid to bave, in our Verfion, embraced the Pro-
mifes : 1t means, kindly received and beartily enser-
tained them.—And fo much, for the prefent, cen-
cerning the Greek Words for faluting, and their
prdper Intent and Meaning. .

BuT, to come to the Salutation by Kifing ; which
was the Point of Enquiry when we were laft toge-
ther —Now the Ufe of this Salutation was pro-
mifcuous : My Meaning is, that it was praltifed
both by good and bad fort of People.

SomE of the curious and critical have mention’d
a fevenfold Salutation by Kiffing ; namely, of Uni-
on, of Love, of Honour and Reverence, of Reconcilia-
tion and Peace, of impious Betraying, of Lafcivi-
oufnefs and of Buffoonery or Drollery.

Anp the Way of this Salutation was various ac-
cording to the Obje&, and according to the De-
fign and End of it : For they kifled the Head, the
Cheek, the Chin, the Shoulders, the Hand before, or
the Back of it ; and, according to thefe Ways of
{aluting, they thewed their Benevolence, their Fa-
vour, their cordial Love, their Dutifulnefs, their
Subjc.. .

Turs
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Tuis Cuftom of .falating originated from the
ancient Fatbers of the Fewifb Church and People ;
and thefe in high Repuiation for their Virtue and
Sanétity : And, from them, it feems to have been
derived among "all Natiors. —Hence it is obferved
by Auftin, that it was a Cufiem in the Simplicity of
tbaﬁ’ Ancients for Kinsfolks so falute tbeir near
Kinsfolks, * *

Amonc the Perfians it was ufual for Friends,
both when they met together and when they paried,
to kifs one another. So Xemophon writes, that the

Medes difmifled Cyrus, kifling bim aficr the Perﬁan
Manner. + . And in like manper Cyrus himielf dif-
mifled certaxn Friends from him, and received o-
thers. And Herodotus, in Clio, writes, that they
Jaluted with a Kifs, when they w2t one another.—
If the Perfians were equal, they faluted, with the
Mouth, the Mouth : But, if one was a lictle in-
feriour*to the other, the Infericur was permitted
eniy to kifs the Check of the other.  But the lowef
and bafeft among them uivd to fall at the Feet of
the more warthy, and kiis tbeir Hands,

IT was the Cuftom of the Greeks to touch the
Chin of him, who was faluted 3 though the ufual
Salutation among them was taking h:ld of tbe
Hond and kifling 2. Ulyffes is defcribed as kiffing
the Heads and Hands of his Scivants. v was
cuflomary for Boys and their Parents to take bold
of the Ears ¢f thofe, whom they loved, or would
receive kindly, and Kkifs them. 71 his tort ¢f falu-
ting was called Chutian, 1. e. Fot-kiffing, as 1t re-
ferred to that fort of Poss, which have two Ears to
them. In Plautus,? a Servant, fattering a loofe

Woman,

* Auftin. Lib. 1. Supr. Genef. Lib. 1. ¢, 87.

+ Xenophon. Cyroped. le L.
s Plaut in Panula,
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Woman, fpeaks to her thus, fuffer me, I entreat
thee o fuffer me 1o take thee by the Ears, and give

thee then a Sweeting.— And the Remans * took this
Cuftom from the Greeks.

As for the Romans, they, meeting their Friends,
embraced them and gave them a Kifs. Burt, to-
wards tbe Women, they for a Seafon were more cau-
tious. However they anon grew in the Fafhion,
until there was fomewhat of Licentioufnefs in it :
And as it was judg’d, that the Cuftom of faluting
them, by rufbing on their Neck, was a fulpicious one ;
thérefore, fays a learned Proteftant Divine, 7 was
awell taken away by an Edi&t of the Emperour 7i-
l’eﬂ'm‘. ' :

It was the military Way, among the Romans, for
the Soldiers to falute their Generals or Emperours,
efpecially when any Thing was happily tranfatted,
by kiffing tbeir Hands and Knees ; probably in Imi-
- tatton of the Orientals. However it is plain, that
Fulius Cefar, Caligula, Maximinus, and others held
out their Feet to be kiffed. +—Though it is faid,
the Emperour Maximus would never {uffer any onc
to kifs his Feet, faying, the Gods forbid, that any one
of the Ingennous fbould affix Xiffes to my Feet,

In the Time of Cato, they had not funk fo low
m: faluting : For, when he was digrefling from his
Province, as Plutarch writes, the Soldiers reverently
kiffed bis Hand : Which {s an Honour ever and a-
non contributed to Emperours : For, as Jerom has
obferved, they that adore, byw down the Head, and
kifs the Hand of the Objec adored. T A

ND
¥ Et Fetus matrona dabit, natufgue Parenti. |
Ofcula comprenfis auribus eripiet.  Tibkall,

+ Stuckii Autiquitat. p. 258.
1 Ceelii Rhodig, Aniique Lectien. p. 175,

e e —————— - s
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Anxp indeed the’ Adorgtion properly means ‘1k¢
Salutation with relation of 1he Hand to the Mouth ;
yet,2bg Superfliitious and ldolatrous ufed, in fa.luting
théir Tdols, to kifs their Faces, their Homds, thei
Feet and the very Threfbolds, on which th& e

- faftened. *—But Cicero mentions an Image of¥fer-

cules, wigolc Chin was worn by the Kiffes of the .

. Adorers. +

As to the faluting of Females 5 Cato fays, that tbe

'Kifs was frft inftituted to know, wbhether tbe i amen
- drank Wine 2 For 1t was a capital Fault for the Ro-

man WWomen to drinkWine,—And it is related, that,
under -Romulus, a Woman, who had drank We,
was killed by hesr Hufband ; and he was not pu.
nithed for 1t : But furely he had not his Defert for
his Severity and Cruelty., |

-~ Caro, the rigid Cenfor, was fo concerned to
keep up the Roman Gravity, that he was not for
any civi] Salutations of the Ladies before others :
And be*was {o difplealed with Manlius for giving
bis Wife a Kifs at Noon-Day, and in the Prelence
cf tus Daughter, that he drove him from the Senare
on the Accoant of it. I

$ur we muft not expatiate concerning the Cu-
ftoms: and Manners of the Greeks and Romans —
We muft now come to the Jews, or Hebrews : And,
among thefe, there were three forts of Kiffes, which
were cuftomary @ Thefe were the Kifles of Homage,
Adoration aqd Subjeilion, as Gedwyn ebferves. §

Now this Kifling mayebe very fitly diftinguithed
into civil and religious : And boib of thefe may be
diftinguithed into boneft and bafe,

- | YVariouvs
~ ® Urfin, Analeft. fucr. p. 124

4+ Cicer. in Verrem. V.

1 Plutarch in Cato. Major.

§ Godwyn’s Mofes and Adarang
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‘- Vartous was the Ufe of this Salutation. - It was.
ufed among Friends, who had not for a long Time
feen ope another at their firf} meeting.  Thus Efaw
rccenvcd his Brother Facob with a Kifs, in Genef,

ll 4.~ S0 Facob grected Rackel with fuch a
Saiu inGen. XXIX. r1. Thus Mofes, in Exod.
XVIIL 7, received his Father in Law. So Fofeph.
kiffed all bis Bretbren and wept on them, as in Gen,
XLV. 1 5.—Sothe/Pomiansinner,it is written inLuk.
VII. 38. kjffzd our Saviour’s Feet : Whether her
Dc,ﬁgn was o fhew Adoration, we cannot fay : But
perhaps this fubmiffive Refpect might be owing tg
the Pofture of our Lord at the Table :* For the
Pofture of eating then was lying on Kd.INAI, a.
fort of Beds, which were varioufly covered : Upon
which they laid upon theirSides and leaned on their
Elbows : And hence, as our Lord was lying in this
Pofture, the poor Woman could only getat his Feet, -
and was glad to falute them, in T'oken of her great
Revcrence towards Him.—But our Saviour, at the
fame Time, upbraids the Pharifee, at whofe Ef.':iblt:
Hewas, at ver. 54, that, at his firft Entrance intothis -
Houfe, be bad not given Him a Kifs.—=1t is a plain
matter of Fa& then, that fuch a-Cuftom of falutin
was ufed at that Time among virtuous and g;oo&
People, as a Teftimonial of fincere and undzﬁﬁn-

" bied Love. ‘

- AND as at meetigy lmretber s fo, at' parting from
one another, it was allo ufed ; as may be feen in

1 Kings XIX. 20. Gen. XXXL. 28. Ruth T, 4.

2 Sam X1X. 39. And, togethper with Tears fbed,
# in Teftimony of true Love, thtre was a Kifs given

at parting, in A& XX, 37. :

Tais Cuftom was ufed alfo in order to thew Ré-

conciliation : So David in this Way teftified his
B | Rcconcthxon

L—_—
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Reconciliation to his naughty and vile Son 4b/olem,
in 2 Sam. X1V, 33. And ihe Father of the Prodi-
gal is reprefented as thus thewing Himielt recon-
ciled, in Luk. XV, 20,

SOMETIMES npprowd Virtue was thus confefled
and acknowledged : And, in this Way, the Virtue

of Zerutbabel had a fignal Tcﬂlmony given to it by
Darius, in 3 Eidr, IV, 474

Axp belides, this Cuftom was fometimes ufed to
find out the Truth of IFaét : And therefore, when
Ifaa: would difcover, whether iv was £/fau or Jacob
before him, be kiff.d his San, as in Gen. XXVII,

20.—In thefe, and fuch-like Ways, was Saluting
ufed by a Kijs,but in a civil Way and Manner.

Bur this Cuftom was uied likewife in religious
Way and Manner.  ‘Thus the liraelites kifled Baa/;
probably when they threw themfelves down at the
Feet of this Idol.—And if the Objeét of their reli-
gious Worfhip was out of their Reach, as the Sun
‘and Moon, &c ; then they performed theirblcmage,
and fhewed their Vencration and Subjeétion by
Jooking towards the Objeét of their Adoration, and
lﬂiﬁmr their own I4ud, and waving it towards it,
with a circular Motion of their Bodv This Wor-
fhip is mentioned in Job XXXI, 24, and in Ezek,
VII 16.

THrus an innocent Cuftom was made vile by an
tdolatreus dAbufe of it :—Belides, it was abufed by
an hypocrisicalUje of it. Such anUfe we find made
of it, in 2 Sam. XV, 5. and in Matth, XX VL. 49.
But, concerning fuch Salutcs as thefe, there is a
wife and true Broverb, in Prov. XXVIL 6—1 .
Kifles of an Enciny are deceitful,

A
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Awnp further, this innocent Cuftomy was fome-
times proftituted to the Purpofes of Imparity and
Lewdnefs. Thus the Harlot in the £roverds is de-
{cribed as uling it.—3Such an Abufe of it in ancient
Times by Men, whether to a married Woman or a
Virgin, was judged worthy of g Stripe.—And it
was forbidden by a fevere Edi&t of the Emperour
Viberius.

Tuere are fome Paffages in the holy Writings,
which refer to Salutations' more [piritual and more
divine 3 which it may not be amils barely to men-
tion.—Thus, in Cantic. L. 1. Tbhe Saluiation may
probably intend the grateful Reception of the Lo-
gos into the human Body when preparing for i,
and the Defire of - that for the faluting it.—Thus,
the Salutation of the divine Father, of the Deity,
given to his returning Children, may be denoted in
L.uk. XV. 203 which may intimate bis kind Ac-
ceptance of them, and giving them the greatelt Con- -
{olation and Refrefhment.— :And befides, thisWord
s ufed to fignific a great Confent, Agreemeint and
Harmony, as of Perfons, fo of Things, from the com-
ing of the Meffiab, as in Pigl. LXXXV. 1.

' SomEe FHebrews have noted, that there are three
Sorts of Salutation by kiffing : One is the Ki/s of
Magnificence and Dignity, in 1 Sam. X, 1. The
other is the Kifs of Meeters on the Road, or in the
Way, in Exod. 1V, 27, The third is the Kifs of
Departure and Separation, in Ruth L. 14, And, to
thiefe, Rabbi Taucluima adds the Kifs of Propinguity,
or near Relationfhip, tn Gen. XXIX. 11, and a2,
And the Hebrews have remarked, that, excepring
the foregoing Salatations, all Kifliug is idle and vain,
axd tends to Foolifinefs. *

B2 Bur
% In Berefith, Rabla,
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Bur it is Time to write fomething now concern:
ing the particular Manner, or Fafbion, of faluting in
thofe ancientTimes —-Now this, in general, was not
with the Mouth kiffing the Lips of another ; which
has been the common Cuftom in later Ages; and
it is fuppofed Mr. Sandcman and his mere know-
ing Dilciples follow : For, in ancient Times, they
generally ufed to apply sbeir Mouihs, fometimes on
the Eyes, fometimes on 4be Head, fometimes on the
Shoulder, and fometimes on the Back of the Neck :
And tbis latter, it mult be granted, was the mef}
commen and ufual Cuflom among the Hebrews.

As among them, (theHebrews) there was the Kifs
both of Salutation and of Vatediclion 5 fo theMethod, or
Fathion, of obferving #befe was alike ; namely, 2y
falling on the Neck of the Perlon {aluted at Arrival,
or bidden Farewell, and thore kiffing bim.—To evie
dence tbis, there may be twoTeftimonies produced.
The former is the Parable of the Prodigal Som, in
Luk. XV ; where the Father of the Prodigal is re-
prefented, upon his Return, as runming tcwards bim,
and falling on kis Neck and kifling him.—The other
Proof is in A&. XX. 37. 7hbey, 1. e. the Elders, or
Bifbops, of Epbefur, at their taking their Leave of
our- Apoftle Paul, wept fore and fell on Paul's Neck
and kiffed bim.

May it not here be very fitly enquired, whether
Mc. Sandeman’s Followers, in their Salutations, fol-
low this Method of applying them ? For furely, if
they are for reviving the ancient Cuflom of Kiffing,
muft it not be thought proper, that the ancient
Fafbion of ufing it thould be obferved ? -

THE ancient Manners of Salutation have now, my
Friend, been fpecified : And it may be afked here-
vpon, whether we are under any fore of Obligation

to
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to follow thofe Manners ? To which we may ans
fwer, by no Means. The Cuftom ef every Region
may be duly obferved and confidered. But we are
particularly to conform ourfelves to the innocent
Cuftoms of our own Tim= and Country in fuch
Matters as thefe ; saking Care however at the fame
Time to avoid, not only every Thing that is really,

morally, evil 3 but to abfain even from tbe‘ Appear-
ance of Evil alfo,

BuT, to come now at length tc the Point, con-
cerning which you enquired and requefted, and
which the preceeding Oblfervations were in-
tended to uther in to your favorable Notice : This
is concerning tbe boly Kifs, and the Kifs of Love and
Charity.—Some now, as Mr. Sandsman and his Fol-
lowers, have infifted, that this Kifs is enjoined on
Chriftians ; and therefore tbey ought to be, and con-
tinue, 7 the Ufe and Prattice of it.

Here it may be remark’d, that tbe Kifs, which
is urged by Mr. Sandeman af Company, as of
apoftolical Injunttion, may have the Charalters of
the boly Kifs and the Kifs of Love and Charity given
by our Apottle ; in order to diftinguifh it from the
Kifs, either of the deceitful and feigning, as of Feab
or of the ambitious, as 4b/olom ; or the unchafte,

as the Harlot in the Proverbs ; or the Betrayer, as
Fudas.

IT muft be obferved, that Kifing was a general
Cultom among the Hebrews and Greeks : And, as
it would have been a vain Attemptin the Apottle
‘wholly to break them off from it ; he is therefore
fo far from difcouraging them in the foder Ufe of
~this civil Rite, that he allocws fuch an Ufe of it :
Nor is this all ; but he advifes them furthcrh in&

ca
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fead of ufing this Cuftom after the loofe and fen-
fual and corrupt Manner of the Gentile:s, the H:a-
thens ; to ufe it with a fincerely affeiionate, chriftian
Frame and Temper of Mind, and with undifjembled
- Purity,

It does not yet appear, that this Cuflem was any
part of [ocial, religious Werfbip.—But it appears ra-
ther to have been a civil Cuftom previcus 10 thir en-
gaging in religious Worthip.—The Places, wherein
it 1s mentioned, are as follow, Rom. XVI. 16. 1
Cor. XVI.20. 2 Cor, ' XIll, 12, 1 Thefl. V. 26,
and 1 Pet. V, 14,

Nor does it, from any, or ail, of thefe Places
appear, that it was cenfidered as any facred or my-
Jlical Rite : Nor yet does it appear as enjoined ¢y
a divine Law ¢r Commandment.—The Thing itfelf,
I mean, Kifing, is not thus enjoined ; But, it the
Cuftom, from long Ufage, muft te obferved ;
then the Manner of doing it is fubject to the divine
Law : And this is declared by our Apoftle.

THERE is not yet the leaft Proof, that there were
in the ancient Aflemblies promi/cusus Salutations,
according to every one’s own Will and Plealure :
Nor is it at all likely, that there were any fuch —
Such premifcuous Salutations,-in the Aflemblies for
Worlhip, would have produced fome Difeiders, which
mult have been contrary to the divine Mind and
Wiil.—We read, it is moft certain, in 1 Cor. XVI.
20. A/l the Brethren greet you : Greet, it is the
fame Word, which is fometimes rendred Kifs 3 and
in 1 Thefl. V. 26. Greet, or kifs, all the Brethien
with « boly Kifs.—It may well be afked here, where
Mr. Sandeman and Company can point us to any

Direction, that &/l the Women were to be Jaluted by
the
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the Men ? It is moft certain, we never read of any
fuch Thing.—But it 1s plain, that the #emen are
commanded to keep Silence in the Church Affemb) V3
as in 1 Cor. X1V, 34. And hence it is not at all
probable, that there thould be mutual Salutations
between them and the Men : For thefe would have
a Tendency to produce the Breaches of Silence,—
And further, we have Reafon to think, as that it
was not cuftomary among the Hedrews (as it was
among the Romans) for the Men and Women, when
they went abroad, to falute thefe, whom they mer,
with kiffing 5 fo that, in their Leclefaical Affemlies,
the Men and Woinen were feparated : They were in
different Parts of the Places of Worthip, and not
together. And this Separation of them, as a learn-
ed Writer of the Roman Communion has well ob-
ferved, would not well admit of a mixt Salutation *

We therefore think, it may with good Reafon
be concluded, that, at the Entrance into the Piaces
of Worthip, the Men, in their Compartiment, /4-
luted the Men  and the Women, in their Part, Ja-
luted ibeir Sifters.—And, if the fame Cuftom were
obferved in any reformed Churches, I fuppofe it
would not be offenflive :—But, as it is unafual, fo
it is quite unneceffary : Therefore we may fay, as our:
Apoftle has taught us, if any Man feem to be cone
tentious, we bave now no fuck Cuflorm | neither the
Churches of GOD, i. e. in Europe or America,

IT muft be granted however, that boly and cha-
ritable Salutations were obferved in the Days of
the Apoftles : And the Praétice continued in the
Church for above a Century : It is mentioned b
Jufiin Martyr :+ And Tertullion calls it a Symbol

e

* Baronius, ad An. 45. Sec. 26, /

t Juftin Martyr, Apolog,
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of Prayer :* And anciently, at the Gares of the
Temples and the Thretholds, the Chnftians ufed
to fall down and kifs, as Cyrs/ mentions : + And it
is obferved by him, that, in the primitive Church,
Chriftians, before the holy Commun:cn, kiffed one ano-
ther : And this was done, at the crying out of the
Deacon, Embrace, and kifs ye, ene ancther —And
Voetius aflerts, that 2be Uje of this Kiffing bas remain-
ed in the Greck Churches to the prefent Day. I

BuT it may here be demanded, bow this Pratiice

came to be laid cofide ? And the Anfwer muft be,
Srom the Priftitution and Abufe of it to which,
through the - Infirmity and Corruption of human
Nature, it i1s liable : For, as a learned Writer
has obferved, § Fraud crept im under this
Cuftom into religious Affemblies : And many, by
Stealth, rufhed into the Kifles and Embraces of Women,
though difiinét in Places : And, on thisAccount, ac-
cording to the learned A4 Lapide, € other Cuftoms
enfued, which he mentions. And the learned
FPoet acquaints vs, that, inftead of 1be Kiffes. which
tbe ancient Chriflians ufed commonly to give one
another;”the Romanifts ordered, that they fhould be
affixed to a Table, [which was called the Table of
Peace, dnd, in the Celebration of the Mafs, they.
give nine Salutes to ibe Altar o then there is the Kiffing
of the Hands, of the Books of the Gofpels, &c. |—Cyril
mentions it, that the Chritians anciently ufed alfo
to fall down at the Threfbolds of the Places of Wor-
fhip and kifs ; which was a mere Relique of Pa-
ganifm. ** o Trus

* Tertullian De Orat. Lib,

+ Cyril. Cateclef. V.,

1 Voet. Poiit. Ecclef. Part 1. p. 470.

Joh. Lud. De la Cerda’s Adverfar. facr.

§ A Lapide's Comment. ad 2 Corinth. xiii,

|| 'Voet. De Supsrfiition. p. 126. |

¥*¥ Amplexzque tenent poftes, atque Ofcula figust, Virg

Aniid. L, 2, B

o -
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Taus we fee, that an innocent Cufiomby Degrees
grew to be an irregular and loofe ome : And, by
Reafon of tbis, a number of fuperflitious Praflices

were introduced and follcwed : And hence have
wife and good Chriftians in general done with it.

TucrEe was allo another Cuftom.obferved in the
primitive Church, which Mr. Sandeman and Com-
pany are fond of obferving and recommending ;
that is, the keeping of Agapz, or Love-Feafts.—
This was oblerved among the Chriftians in their
Meeting- Places, after the boly Supper, for teftifying
and confirming their mutual Love and Charity :
And hence was the Name derived.  But it was foon
found, that bad People attended thefe Feafts along
with the good, and made an ill Ufe of them :—
Hence we read in Jude 12. of thefe Spots in their
Feafts of Charity. And as we find from the A poftle
Paul, that an Abufe in this Matter hadscrept in.
among the Corinthians,in 1 Cor. XI; fo the Apoftle,
in order to reétifie ir, leads them back to the o7
ginal Inftitution and Celebration of rbe Lord’s Supper,
and would bave them fo, in like Manner, obferve
it : Nor does he give any Direétion for obferving
the Agape, the Love-Feafts, after it.—And it is
plain, that rbefe Love-Feafts were afterwards abo-
lithed 5 and we may well apprehend, from the
Reafons abovementioned, that they were wholly
omitted ; as we learn indeed they were from the
ancient Writers, Tertullian, * Minutius Felix + and
Clement of Alexandria, §

So, Sir, you fee, that as the Love-Feafts and tbé
Kifs of Charsty were not originally divine Infituii-
C ons 5
® Tertullian. Apolog. ¢. 20.
+ Minutius Faelfx i}gz Oﬂagg.
1 Clement, Alexandr, Pedagog. 12,
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ons 3 but Appendages to them, and obferved as
fuch {o, when they were, if not Caufes, yet Oc- -
cafions of Sin and Folly, they were prudently laid a-
Side : And the Church of CHRIST has loft and
fuffered nothing of any great Confequcnce by a
Deprivation of them,

Bur if you fhould be ready to demand of e, -
what may be thought of any modern aiiempts to
revive 1his objolete Pradlice of Kifing in Chriftian
Affemblies’? 1 do not chufe to give any Anfwer of
my own : But I will beg leave to quote, as worthy
Confideration, two Paffages fiom two eminently
learned and pious Reformers,

t

Tue former is Peter Mart;r, who, in his Com-
mentary on the firft Epifile to the Corinthians,
dedicated to the mcft excellent King Eaward the
VYith, of precious Memory, has the followire
Words, ¢ The picus do not lay much Strefs on ex-
gernal T bings. 1t is encugh 1n the' prefent Cafe,
if the Thing it/c'f be preleived, that is, the Confent
of the Minds  inaimuch as we have no Command
of this external Sign of tue holy Kiis, — However
rt’was in Ule, when the Church was principally.
ngde up of believing Fews 5 I fball not comtend, or
ftrive, that the Ufle of 1his Symbol fbeuld be rtj/z‘ored
where it is not.’ ¥

AnD the other pious and learned Writer, that
] would cite, is Beza, who writes in the followmg
Manner; Whofocver will now urge for this Prattice
[i. e Kiffing in Chriftian Affemblies] 75 not only
Soolifb 5 but will alfo labour under the Sufpicion of
famc bafc Crime : T—~ Thus he.
Trus
* Peter Martvr, Comment, in 1 Cor. XVI,
§ Buze Commensi in 2 Core Xidls 124
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Trus have I written to you a great Patt of |

what I have obferved and colleéted on the Subje&
propofed by you : If thefe Communications afford
you any Entertainment, I thall be glad : And, if
they may ferve for the Inftruétion and Improve-
ment of any others, they are at your Service ;=
You may do-as you pleafe with them,

So, having performed the Office of Friendfhip -
requefted of me, and withing you all manner of
Profperity and Happinefs ; I kifs your Hands;
ps being |

Your iwmcere Friend,

and moft humble Servant,

ConsTanT Rock-Man.
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