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The Beginning of the Goipel.
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4 The Beginning of the Gojpel. Numb. 4.

of the Hosly Ghyf} upon him, and by the Father’s Voice from
Heaven, teltifying, 7T/hou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleafed, v 9. 10. 11.

He comes to foin’s Baptiim with this Profeflion, T/hus it le-
cometh us to fulfil all righteoufnefs, Matth. iii. 15. In this his
Undertaking the Fatier declarcs himfelf we// pleufe:/, becaufe he
1s his beloved Son.  And the Holy Ghofl arpears as defcending
and abiding on the Man Chrift Fefus, to furnifh the human Na-
ture of the Ssun of God for the Performance of that great Under-
taking ; for he oftered himfelf, without [pot, through that eter-
nal Spirit.  \When fefus undertakes to fulfil all Righteoufnefs, -
(being male unier the luw, and having come, not to deftroy the
law, but to fulfil), he {peaks of himfelf as a Reprefentative, -
{aying, as in the Name of all thofe for whom he adts, /¢ beco-
meth US to fulfil.  Frhi’s Baptifm, as applied to Fefus, was
the Seal and folemn Ratification of his Engagement to fulfl all
Righteoufnefs for his People, with the Concurrence of the Ho-
ly Ghoft, and the Father’s Acceptance. And fo Fohn, who faw
and bare Record, not only teltified, That this is the Son of God,
but alfo, that he is the Lamb of God that taketh away the [ir
of the worll. And by this he preached Repentance, and Remiffi-
on of Sins: For it is this that gives Room for Repentance, and
in this are comprehended all the effetual Motives to it. This
is _the only Channel wherein pardoning Grace flows, or could
flow, to Sinners; aund the Faith of this is the only Principle of
that Repentance which has for its Confequent the blefsful Senfe
of Reconciliation with God by the Blood of his Son, thatis cal-
led the Blotting out and the Remiffion of Sins.

Fohn prophefied of the Kingdom of the Meffiah, not only as
certainly to come, like the Prophets of the Old Teftament, but
as ai hand. And while he pointed out Fe/uis as the /Mefiah, he
gave his Kingdom fuch a Defignation as ferved to correé the
Fewi/l Interpretation of the Prophecies concerning it, and to
point out the Nature of it, in oppofition to their Miftake. He
called it the kingdom of HE AV E N, Matth, iii. 2. And the
‘Teltimony of Fefis before Pilate ( Folhn xviii. 36. 37.) may let
us fee, that this is oppofed to a Lingdom of this world, like the
Kingdom of God in /frael, or like the Kingdom that the ZFews
expected by their Mefliah,  Yea, Fohn’s Doétrine infinuated to
the 7ews, that this Kingdom of Heaven would not be confined
to their Nation ; and that their being the Children of Abraham,
could give them no Place in 1t, without Repentance, and the Re-
miflion of Sins, the peculiar Property of this Kingdom, /}atth.
ill. 8. 9. 10, 12,

v 8. Lintecd have baptized you with water, but he fhall ba-

ptize
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ptize you with the Holy Ghoft ; or, as Matthew has it, chap. iii.
1Y. with the Holy Ghoff and fire. Compare with this Fobni. 33.
34. And [ knew him nst : but he that [fent me to baptize with wa
ser, the fame faid unto me, Upon whom thou fhalt fee the Spirit
defcending, and remaining on him, the [ame is he which baptizeth
with the Holy Ghoff. And I faw, and bare record, thut thiy is
the Son of God; and A&s 1. §. For John truly baptized with wa-
ter ; but ye fhall be buptized with the Holy G/JOK, not many days
hence.

. If Fefus was manifelted to be the Son of God by Fohuw’s Ba-
ptifm, much more by the Baptifm with the Holy G hoft and fire,
on the Day of Pentecoft, when 7s4r’s Prophecy was fuifilled,.
- Afs ii. 3. The Fews had palfled a Sentence of Death on him,
as a Blaf?xhemer, for faying that he was the Son of God in fuch
a way as to make himfelf God. And when this Sentence was
reverfed by his Refurreftion, declaring him to be the Son of
God, as he had faid ; his being exalted by the right Hand of
the Father, and receiving of him that Promife of the Holy
Ghoft, (as the full Proof of his being well pleafed in him his belo-
ved Son), was demonftrated by his pouring out of that Spirit
on his Difciples, who had feen him afcend, and heard him pro-
mife, that they fhould be foon baptized with the Holy Ghoft.
This fulfilled 7ohn’s Prophecy, and verified his Record concern-
ing 7efus 3 this finithed the Proof of his being the Son of God;
and this was the highelt Evidence of his baving taken away the
Sin of the World by the Sacrifice of himfelf; for by the Huly
Ghoft, the fpirit of Adoption, he aflures the Hearts of his Difci-
ples of the Remiffion of their Sins, and of their Reconciliation
with God, as his Children, by the Blood of his Son.

 And this is the Gofpel that Mark {ays had its Beginning in
the Miniftry of 7oin Baptifl. ‘

The Signs of the Times.

MATTH. Xvi, I.2. 3. 4.

The Pharifees alfc with the Sadducess, came, and tempting, defiied
pim, that he would /be'w them a (ign from heaven. He anfiver-
ed and faid unto themy When it is evening, ye fay, It will be
fair weathér ; for the [ky is red : and in the morring, It will
be foul weather to-day ; for the fky is vad and bwring. @ ye
hypscrites, ye can difcern the face of the fky, but can ye not dif~
cern-the figns of the times 2 A wicked and adulterous generati-
on
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on feeketh afier a fign; and there fhall no fion be given unto it,
but the fign of the prophet Fonas.

Chap. xii. 40. 41. For as Jonas was three days and three nights
in the whale’s belly ; [o fhall the Son of man be three days and
three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh fbalt
rife in the judgment with this generation, and [ball condemn 1t,
becaufe they repented at the preaching of Fomas; and behold, a
greater than Jouas is here.

Luke xii. §4. §5. 56. IWhen ye fee a cloud rife out of the
weft, fraightway ye fav, There cometh a fhower ; and fo 1t 1s.
And when ye fee the fouth-wind blow, ye fay, There will be
heat ; and it cometh to pafs. Ye hypocrites, ye can difcern the

-

face of the fky, and of the earth ; but how is ity that ye do nst
difcern this time ?

HE Sadducees, who denied the Refurre&ion, Angels, and
Spirits, joined with the Pharifees in afking a Sign from
Heaven, like the Alanna of Mofes, Fobn vi. 30. 31. or the
ftanding of the Sun by 7s/lua. 'They wanted Signs of Liber-
ty to their Nation, fuch as God wrought when he frecd them
from the Egyptian Yoke, deftroyed the Canaanites, and fettled
them as a free Nation in Cunagan’s Land.

The Sign of the Prophet Fonah portended a very different
State of Things. Redemption from Death and the Grave, Re-
pentance, and Remiflion of Sins, preached unto all Nations with--
out Difference, through the Sced of Abrabam, delivered for their
Offences, and raifed again for their Juftification, is a State of
Things quite different from that which was introduced by the
Signs of Mofzs.

The Signs of Mosfes were {uitable and proper to his Time ;
and the Signs of Fefus Chrift were as well fuited to his Time,
vaftly different from the former. The Fews could obferve Signs
of different and oppofite Sets of Weather. They could know,
that a red Sky in the Evening prognofticated fair Weather next
Day; and that a red lowring Sky in the Morning fhewed a pre-
{fent Difpofition in the Air for the oppolfite foul Weather. They
perceived, that a Cloud rifing out of the Wefl, from the great
Sea, brought a Shower ; and that the blowing of the South wind,

from the dry Defart, or from Egypt, brought Heat. But they
could not diftinguith the Time of the Meffiah from the Time of

Mofes, by the Difference that was obfervable in the Signs. They

did not perceive, that the S¢gns they now faw, portended a State
of Things, the very reverfe of that which was introduced by

the Signs of Mofes. ‘They wanted Signs of the Exaltation of
their Nation like thofe former Signs. 7efus would give them

no
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no fuch Sign. And they did not perceive, that the Signs he

wrought, portended the very oppofite of that which they were
looking for.

Mercy, and not Sacrifice. 7

Mercy, and not Sacrifice.

MaTtTTH. IX. 13.

But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and nat
Sacrifice : for I am not come to call the rightcous, but finners to
repentance. |

Chap. xii. 7. 8. But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will
have mercy, and not facrifice, ye would not have condemned the

guiltlefi.  For the Son of man is Lord even of the fabbatii-day.
N thefe Texts, 7e/us {fends the Pharifees to Hofea vi. 6. to

learn the Meaning of it. And their Ignorance of it appcar-
ed by their not allowing Works of Mercy on the Sabbath, and
by their finding fault with him for eating with Publicans and
Sinners ; {uch as he came to call to Repentance.
The Lord finds fault with thofe who go about to eftablith
their own Rightcoufnefs, as Strangers to Mercy. He obferves
an unmerciful Spirit in them ; and there is a Reafon for it. They
find not in themfelves the Need of God’s Mercy. They have
fomething more to plead than the Publican. The Pbar}feﬂ, a-
mong other Things, eftablifhed their own Righteoufnefs upon
their Sacrifices, and the niceflt Obfervance of every Inftitution
referring to thefe, paying 7ithes molt exaétly, while they omit-
ted mercy, chap. xxiil. 23.
Seeing our Lord’s Grace to Sinners is here found fault with,
we fhall beflt underftahd this Text by what he fays of himfelf
with refpe to the Sacrifices of the Law ¢t For it is of thefe that
the Text fpeaks, when it fays,'/ defired mercy, and not fuacrifice ;
and the knowledge of God, more than burnt-offerings. Now, let
ns fee his Account of thefe, from the Plalmilt, P/al. xl. 6.
7. 8. and from the Apoftle, Heb. x. 4.—10. For it 15 not pof-
[ible that the blood of bulls and of goats fhould take away fins.
Wherefere when he cometh into the world, he faith, Sacrifice and
offering thou didft not will, but a body haft thiu prepared me : 1n
burnt-offerings and fin-offering thou waft not well pleafed. Then ;
Jaid 1, Lo, 1 come (in the volume of the book it 1s written of me) 2,
10 do thy will, O God. Above, when he faid, Sacrifice, and offer- .
ing, and burnt-offerings, and fin-offering, thou didfl not will, nes~
ther waft well pleafed, (which are offered by the law) ; then fgiﬂ
O d
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he, Lo, I come to do thy wil'y 0 God. He taketh away the firfl, that
he may eftablifh the fecond, By the which will we are fanélified,
through t' e offering of the bodv of Fefus Chrift once.  Here is the
obedience that is better than fucrifice, and wherein the Lord de-t
lichts, more than in all the burnt-offerinzs and facrifices of the
Law of /is/cs. This is the true Sacrifice, that makes us per-
folt as periaining to the confiience, and fets afide all thofe Sacri-
fices that could not take ww.osy fins.  But, that we may know
what the T'ext meaneth, we mult confider, that this Obedience
that is better than the lepal Sacrifices, this one Offering that
pleafes God, who could not be pleafed in all thefe, 1s wholly a
Work of Alercy. For as the Father’s Mercy to Sinners is ma-
nifefted in fending him into the World, and giving him to be
the Propitiation for our Sins, to declarc bis Juftice in the For-
givenefs of Sin ; fo, when he came to do this Will of the Fa-
ther, all that he did, and all that he {uffered, was in Mercy
to Sinners, whom he redeemed from the Curfe of the Law, be-
ing made a Curfe for them, and for whom he poured out his
Soul to Death, making Interceflion for the Tranfgreflors, bear-
ing their Sins in his own Body on the Tree, and becoming a
Sin-offering for them, that they might be made the Righteouf-
nefs of God in him. ‘This is the grace of our Lord Fefus Chrift,
well known by every Chriftian, that though he was rich, yet for
“our fakes he became poor, that we through bhis poverty might be
rich ; i.e. though he Anew no fin, yet he became fiz for us, that
we might be made the righteonfnefs of God in bim, 2 Cor. viii. 6.
& v. 21. And by this Grace or Mercy of the Lord Jefus, the
Apoftle would have Chriftians moved to the good Works of
Mercy. Now, this doing of the Will of God, this wonderful
Work of Mercy, is more acceptable to God than all the Burnt-
offerings and Sacrifices of the Law; as appears manifeftly by
his rewarding it with a moil glorious eternal Life from the Dead,
{fuitable to the Dignity of the Perfon who did that pleafing Work,
and by his fetting afide all thofe Sacrifices when this Work of
Mercy was finifhed.

When Jefus the Son of God had fully done this /Mercy, he
then entered into his Reft, ceafing from his Works, as God did
from his on the fcventh Day, So the true Reft took place, of
which the Relt of the feventh Day, and the Relt into which
Fofbua led Ifrael, was but a Figure. By reafon of this true
and eternal Reft, there is another Day of Reft than the feventh
Day, a Sabbatifm remaining to the People of God, even that
fame Day on which he ceafed from his Works, and entered into
hisReft, Heb. iv. 7. 8. 9. 10. And thus he appears to be t4¢

Lord of the fubbath-day. And, when we reft from our own
Works
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‘Works on that Day, what can be more proper than to acknow-
ledge him in Works of Mercy 2

Now, feeing it is by this Work of Mercy that we know the
true God, the infinitely 7uft and Mercifil ; and feeing it is by the
Knowledge of this that we are juftified ; we may find, that the
New Te(%ament teaches us, better thian Philofophy, what this
Text of the Old Teftament meaneth, [ defired mércy, and not
JSacrifice ; and the knowledge of God, more than burnt-offerings.

God, being well pleafed with this Work of Mercy done by his
beloved Son, difcharges us from approaching him with any Offer-
ing, as if he were not fully pleafed with the offering of the body
Of[ Fefus C/zr;f once ; for we muft draw near to him in the full Af-

urance of this Faith, That he is well pleafed in his beloved Son.

And, in confequence of this, he requires of us Mercy. Ha-
ving in this Manner fhewed us what is good, in anfwer to thefe
Queftions, Wherewith fball I come before the Lord ? and, Where-
with will the Lord be pleafed ? and, What fhall I give fir the fixz
of my foul ? he requires of us, to do juftly, and to love mercy, and
to walk humbly with our God, in conformity to him who, in Mer-
cy to us, humbled himfelf, and became obedient to Death, for
the Manifeftation of the divine Juftice and Mercy, in our Recon-
ciliation to God, /Micah vi. 6. 7. 8. They who are faved by
Mercy, or without any Merit or Righteoufnefs of their own,
muft be merciful : For it cannot be, that thofe know God, ma-
hifeted by this Work of Mercy, who become not Lovers of
Mercy by their Knowledge.

Urim and Thummim.

wind he fhall fand before Eleazar the prieft, and fhall afk bim the
judgment of Urim before fehovah : at his mouth f[hall they go
out, and at his mouth they fhall come in, he, and all the children
of Ifrael with bim, even all the congregation.

E, viz. Jofbua, the Son of Nun, as appears from the Con-
text, fball fland before Eleazar the prieft, (Heb. to #he
face of Eleazar), and fhall afk him, (Heb. afk to him), i.e. Ele-

azar : For the Queftion here is J)lainly ofhua’s Queftion, di-
>

reted to the Prieft before the Lord, whofe An{wer comes from
the Prieft’s Mouth in the Judgment of Urim to fofbua, who

goes out and comes in with all the People accordingly. 1:I‘hc
ame

B
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fame Thing appears from 1 Sam. xiv. 36. 37. ; where the Pricft-
and Sau/ draw near to God together ; and it 1s Sau/ that afks
the Queftion. So likewife, 1 Sam. xxiii. y. and xxx. 7. Da-
vid bids Abiathar the Prieft bring the Ephod ; and, when he
brings it, the Queltion is put by David, and the Lord’s An-
fwer directed to him. But whether the Inquirer’s Queftion came
alfo before the Lord from the Prieft’s Mouth, may be confidered
from 1 Sam. xxii. 13. 1§.

The judgment of URIM, 1.e. Lights, ar, according to the
Greek Verlion, Manifeflations. Thele Lights feem to have been
Shinings from the Stechinah, or Glory of the Lord, upon the
twelve Stones in the Breaft-plate of the Ephod ; the fame that
made the Face of A7c/és fhine. And thefe Stones, upon which
were engraven the Names of the Children of /frae/, fhining with
that perfe¢t Light, when the Lord’s Fudgment was given, were
called Urim, Lights, and Thummim, Perfe&ions ; for which the
Greek has Manifeflation and Truth., Tt would appear from
Exod. xxviii. 17.— 30. that thefe Stones were the Urim and
T hummsm : For there is no Account of the making of any o-
ther Things to be put in the Breaft-plate, that can be called U-
rim and Zhummim, but thefe fame Stones. The Breaft-plate
where thefe were {et, is called the breaft-plate of judgment. And
Aaron, bearing the Names of the Children of Jfrae/ in that
Breaft-plate, is faid to éear the judgment of the children of Ifrael
upon his heart lz{cﬂ;re the Lord continually,  ‘The Shining of that
Light upon thele Stones in the judgment of Urim, may be con-
ccived as the lifting up of the Lord’s Countenance upon the
Children of Ifrael.

At his mouth, or upon his mouth 3 that is, the Mouth of E-
leazar the Prielt : For we fee from Fohn xi) 5. that it belonged
to the High Priell to prophefy, even after the 7ews wanted the
Urim and Thummim, which they had not after the Captivity,
Ezraii. 63. Neh. vii. 65. The Anfwer that God gave by U-
rim was put in the Mouth of the High Prieft, who had it by In-
fpiration: And what he faid, was manifelted to be from the
{.ord, by the Shinings of the Stones in the Breaft-plate of the E-
phod, with that perfet Light. 'When the Inquirer, ftanding be
fore the Prieft, or to his face, {aw this, he was aflured by it,
that what the Prieft {aid to him was the Lord’s gracious Anfwer
to his Queflion.

Now, this was one of thele divers manners wherein God [pake
of old in the prophets. But he bath, in thefe laff days, [poken to
us in the Scn,—the brightnefs of his glory; who, when ke had
by himfelf purged our fins, [fat down on the right hand of the Ma-
gefly on highr, Heb. 1. 1. 2. 3. And {fo we have in him the }gu}:

&
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High Prieft, and the true Urim and Thummim : For the glorious
Light that abode betwcen the Cherubim, and that fhined up-
on the face of /Mofes, and upon the Stones of the Breaft-plate
in the judgment of Urim, and was called the glory of the i)ord,
was but a Figure of the true divine Glory fhining in Fefus
Chrift, by the miniftration of righteoufnefs, unto the Minds of
all them that believe in him, for Righteoufnefs, by that Mini-
{tration, 2 Cor. 1ii. and iv.
This is the Glory of the divine Perfe@ions, whereby the true
God ftands diftinguifhed to us in the Scriptures from all Idols
and falfe Gods. This is the Name of God that was proclaim-
ed to Mofes, Exod. xxxiv. 6. 7. and fummed up to him in one
Word, y 14. even the Name of the righteous Father, whom the
World knew not, manifefted by 7efus Chrift, Foim xvii. 3. 4.
5. 6. 25. 26. The Apoltle Paul! points out to us this Glory
of God appearing in the Manifeftation of the Righteoufnefs of
God, by Faith of Fe/us Chrift, to all and upon all Believers
without Difference, when he fays, Rom. iii. 24. 25. 26. Be-
i;zf guftified ﬁ‘eegy by his grace, through the redemption that 15 in
Chrift Fefus : whom God propofed (or fet forth before) a propitia-
tion, through the faith in his blood, to the manifeflation of his ju-
[lice, for the pafling cver of [ins that were before in the forbear-
ance of God ; to the manifeflation of his juftice in this 1ime, that
he might be jufl, and the juffifier of him that is of the Pﬁzitb cf Fe-
Jus. And this is agrecable to what is faid by the Prophet Ho-
Jfea, chap. i1. 19. 20. And 1 will betroth thee unto me for ever ;
yeay, I will betrott) thee unto me in righteoufne/s, and in judgment,
and in loving-kindnefs, and in mercies. 1 will even betroth thee
unto me in faithfulnefs, and thou fhalt know the Lord. ‘The ever-
lafting” covenant, wherein God becomes the God of Sinners of
all Sorts and Nations without Difference, is, as the Covenant
with Ifrael after the Flefh, compared to a Marriage-contract.
And the Apoftle tells us, that God becomes our God in this
new Covenant when he juftifies us by Faith, Rom. iii. 29. 30

-+

Is he the God of the Fews only 2 Is he not alfo of the Gentiles 2
Yes, of the Gentiles alfo : feeing it is one God which fhall jufhi-
[y the circumcifion by faith, and uncircumcifion through faith. And
when God in this manner betrothes us to himfelf; then we
know him, beholding ‘the Glory of his juflice, his mercy, and
faithfulnefs, whereby he diftinguifhes himfelf to us, as the true
God, from a}l Idols; even as he {pake by [/aiah, chap. Xlv.
20. 21. 22. They have no knowledge that—pray unto a god that
cannot fave.— 'g'/;er‘e is no God elfe befide me, a JUST God
and a SAVIOUR, ‘there is none befide me. Look unto me, and
be ye Javedy all the ends of the earth, And he fpake alfo of the

o - B2 Knowledge
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Knowledge of this fame Glory by Feremiah, chap. ix. 24. But

let him that glorieth, glory in this, that he underflandeth and know-

eth me, that I am the Lord which exercife loving-kindnefs, judg-

ment and righteoufne(s in the earth: for in tb‘eff I delight, faith

the Lord, And thele are the fame divine perfeétions that we fee
often celebrated in the Pfalms, as Pfal, Ixxxv. 9. 10. 11. Sure-

ly his falvation is nigh them that fear him ; that glory may dwell
sn our land, Megrcy and truth are met together ; juflice and peace
have kiffed. Truth fhall fpring cut of the earth; and juftice fhall
look down from heaven. Pfal. Ixxxix. 14. Fuftice and judgment
2he habitation of thy throne : mercy and truth fhall go before thy
face. Plal. xcviil. 2. 3. The Lord hathh made kRnown his ))ﬁzlwti-
on. His juftice hath he openly fhewed in the }ﬁg/}t of the heathen.

He hath remembered his mercy and his truth toward the houfe of
dfrael, All the ends of the earth have feen the falvation of our
God. Plal.ci. 1. L will fing of mercy and of judgment : unto thee,
O Lord, will I fing. Pfal. cxvi. 5. Gracious is the Lord, and righ-
deous : yea, our God is mercifal.

This is the Glory of God that appears to our Minds in Fefus
Chrift, the Son of God, fent to be the Propitiation for our Sins:
Y Fohniv. 8. 9. 10.—God is love. In this was manifefled the love
of God towards us, becaufe that God fent his only begotten Son
anto the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love,
0t that we loved God, but that he loved us, and fent his Son the
propitiation for our fins. He that purged our [ins by himfelf, is that
great High Prieft who has ftood up with Urim and Thummim.

He gives, in his Gofpel, the Anfwer to that grand Queftion,
of the utmoft Concern tp {inful Men, Wherewith will the Lord
be pleafed ? qr, What fball I give for the fin of my foul > He tells
the Truth that he heard from the Father, That be is well plea-
fed in him bis beloved Son.  And when we hear this from him,
we behold the glary of the divine Mercy and Fuftice, or of the
divine Love manifefted with its Fealou/y to us Sinners, by that
"Truth which he declares : And fo we fee the brighine/s }?’ glory
in him who purged our fins by himfelf, and [fat down on the right
pand of the Majefly on kigh. Thus we know the Lord, we
know his Name, and know afluredly that this is the Word of
the Lord ; even as the Inquirer in the Judgment of Urim knew
that the Anfwer the Prieft made to his Queﬁi'qu was the Lord’s
Anfwer, by the Glory of the Lord fhining on his Breaft-plate,

The Apoftle, in that Paffage where he makes the Glory fhi-
ning in the face of Mofes, a figure of the Glory fhining in the
face of Fefus Chrift to the Minds of Believers, refers alfo to the
Urim and Thummim, which the LXX. (much ufed by the Wri-
ters of the New Teltament) had rendered manifeflation and -tr:;]t"»

~ when
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when he fays,~=By manifeftation of the truth, commending our-
[felves to every man's confcience in the fight of God. Bur if our
gbcypel be hid, 1t is hid to them that are loft : in whom the god of
#his world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, left
phe light of the gofpel of the glory of Chriff, who ts the image of
God, fhould fhine unto them. For we preach not ourfelves, but
Chriff Fefus the Lord, 2 Cor. iv. 2. 3. 4. 5. Thefe muft be ig-
norant of the Truth of the Gofpel, whofe Minds perceive not
the Shining of the Glory of Chrift, who is the Image of God §
even as they could not have the Lord’s Anfwer by Urim, who
faw not the Shinings of the Lord’s Glory in the Breaft-plate of
the Ephod. But this Appearance of the divine Glory in Fefus
Chrift, to them who hear this great High Prieft, gives them full
Aflurance of the Truth of the whole New Teftament Revelation
made by him ; by whom it began to be [poken on Earth, in the
Days of his Flefh, and who, when he afcended into Heaven,
{fpake it from thence by the Mipiftry of his twelve Apoftles,
who preached the gofpel with the Holy Ghsft fent down fﬁ'am Hea-
ven, And fo, upon his mouth, the whole Church of the New
Teftament, even all the Ifrael of God, mult go out and come in.
" The twelve Apoftles are unto the Church of the New Te-
ftament, as the twelve Patriarchs, the Sons of Ifrdel, were un-
to Ifrael after the Flefh, or the Church of the Old Teftament :
For the {piritual r{ﬁ'ael,"who believe on Chrift,  through the
Word of his Apoftles, are born again of the incorruptible Seed
of the Word which they preached ; even as //rael ‘after the
Flefh was born of the Seed of thefe twelve Patriarchs, whofe
Names were in the Stones that filled the Breaft-plate of Judg-
ment. ‘Therefore the new Ferufalem is reprefented to Fobn in
the Vifion, as having twelve Foundations, precious Stones, and
in them the names of the twelve apofiles of the Lamb ; becaufe it
is wholly built on' their Doétrine, Eph. ii. 20. 1 Fobn iv. 6.
And this is alfo the Myftery of the crown of twelve iflars on the
Head of the Woman, thé true Church, in oppofition to the
Whore, or falfe Church, in the 'Revelation. . The Apoftles
oint out themfelves in' their Miniftry as the true Urim, or
welve Stones of the Breaft-plate fhining, when they fay, By
manifeftation of the truth, commending ourfelves ta every man’s con-
[cience in the fight of God ; and, 2 Cor.iv. 6. God—bhath [hined
in our hearts to the illumination of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Fefus Chrift. So they are the Urim and Thum-
mim. ‘The Light of the Knowledge of the divine Glory in the
Face of Chrift fhines to us in their Gofpel, which we have now
in the Scriptures,” S

The




The Truth of the Scriptures.

Obferves on the Second Epiftle of Peter.

08/ T HE Apoftle writes to Chriftians, and defcribes
| them, in diftin¢tion from other Men, in this Man-
ner, To them that have obtained like precious failh with us, in
the rightesufuefs of our God, ami Saviour JFefus Chrift : Ey -
xetioourn Tou Ozov nuwy, kot geTipos Ingov Xpisou.
Faith—in the righteouficfs of— Fefus Chrift. He diftinguifhes
the Faith of Chriftians by its efpecial Obje&t, viz. the Righteouf-
nefs wrought by Jefus Chrift, finifhed in his Death, and reward-
ed in his Refurre@ion ; which Chriftians belicve with the Heart
unto Righteoufnefs, and confefs with the Mouth unto Salvation,

Kom, x. 8. 9. 10.
The righteoufnefs of onr God and Saviour. They who believe

in his Righteoufnefs, as did the Apoftles, look upon him as God:
For he is as exprefsly called the God of Chriftians here, where
he is pointed out as the efpecial Object of their Faith, as he is
called their Lord, yr 11. where his Kingdom is {poke of : 7%¢
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour fefus Chrift : Bagireiay Tou Ku-
plov wuwy ket gwTnpos Ingov Xpisou.  Peter, and the other A-
poftles, believed and confefled him to be the Son of God in the
Days of his Flefh, in oppofition to thofe 7ews who were ready
to acknowledge him as that great Prophet, like /Vofes, and to
take him by Force, and make him their King; but were offend-
ed at his faying, he came down from Heaven to give his Flefh
and Blood for the Life of the World, and fo to give them eter-
nal Life. The Fews condemned him to Death as a Blafphemer,
for calling himfelf the Son of God, fo as to make himfelf God ;
and then triumphed in his Death, as the Decifion of that great
Queftion on their Side. And the Difciples, whofe Faith had
been fhaken by his Death, again triumphed in his Refurrection,
as the full Decifion of the Queltion on the Side of their Faith,
declaring him to be the Son of God with Power. Therefore
T homas, when he was f{atisfied of the Truth of his Refurreétion,
{aid to him upon it, My Lord, and my God. It is without Contro-
ver{y in the Church of the living God, that God was manifeft in
the flefb, juflified in the Spirit, 1 Tim, iii. 15. 16. For that
Church is built upon this rock, Matth. xvi. 16. 18. And as it is
built on this Rock, it is the pillar and flay of the trath, which is
confirmed as well as moft firmly believed in it. In that Church,
Jefus is called by this Name, Fehovah our righteoufnefs, ac-
- cording
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cording to the Prophecy of Feremiah, chap. xxiii. 6. And this
Name whereby fhe calls him, is her Motto, by which fhe ftands
diftinguithed from all other Societies, chap. xxxiii. 16. For
this Society confilts of all them, and none other but them, who
have obtained the like Faith, in the Righteoufnefs of their God
and Saviour Jefus Chrift, that the Apoltles had.

Who have obtained like precious faith with us. Here the Apoftle
Peter places himfelf, as well as the other Apoftles, on a Level
with all Chriftians, as to this Faith. Every Chriftian is not a
chofen Witnefs of Chrilt’s Refurreion, is not infpired to make
the New Teftament Revelation; nor are all Chril{)ians endued
with the Gifts and Powers that the Apoftles had for that Pur-
pofe. Neither have they the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven-
given them, as Peter had, that by him God fhould open the
Door of Faith, firflt to the Circumcifed, as 4¢#s, chap.ii. and
then to the Uncircumcifed, as chap. x. But as to this Faith,
every Chriftian is one with him, and with all the Apoftles. E-
very one of them obtains it the fame Way as Peter did,
Matth $xvi. 17. Blefled art thou, Simon Bar-pona : fr flefb and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father wnich is in hea-
ven. For they are al/ taught of God, John vi. 44. 45.; and
they a/l know him, from tfe leaft to the greateft, Heb. viii. 11.
‘Whether we value this Faith by what is believed, the righte -
oufnefs of our God and Saviour ; or by the Ground of Belief, the
teftimony of God, 1 Thefl.ii. 13.; or by its Caufe, and the Wa
of obtaining it, as it is the gift of God in the behalf of Cbr{/){
and comes by divine Teaching, Eph. ii. 8. Philip.1. 29.; orby
its peculiar Efficacy in us, conforming us to Jelus Chrilt, e-
{pecially in the work and labour of charity, yr §. 6. 7. it is as
valuable, as precious, and demands as much Refpeét and Honour
from us in every Chriftian, as in the Apoftle Peter.

II. The Defign of his writing to them 1s, that they may,
after his Deceafe, have the Things that were taught by the A-
poftles always in remembrance: y 15. Moreover, I will en-
deavour that you may be able, after my deceafe, t3 have thefe things
always in remembrance. ‘This he fays in the Forefight of falfe
Teachers to arifes Chap. ii. 1. But there were ﬁzl{} prophets alfo
among the pecple, even as there f[hall be falfe teachers among you,
who privily fball bring in damnable herefies. He declares this to be
the Defign of both his Epiftles, to keep in remembrance what the
firft Chriftians heard from the Apoftles; and fo bids them be
mindful ef the Words of the Prophets, and of the Commandment
of the Apoftles : Chap. iii. 1. 2. This fecond epiflle, beloved, 1
now write unto you : in both which I flir up your pure minds by way
of remembrance ; that ye may be mindful of the words which were

[poken
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Spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the
apoftles of the Lord and Saviour. And he commends the whole
Epiltles of Paul, with the other Scriptures, as the Guard againft
Seduéion, notwith{tanding fome Things in them hard to be un-
derftood, and wrefted by thofe who are not taught of God, nor
{ftablifhed in the Faith: Chap.iii. 15. 16. v7.—Even as our beloved
brother Paul alfe, according to the wifdom given unto him, hath
written unto you ; as alfo in all his epiflles, /geaking in them of
thefe things : in which are fome things hard to be underflood, which
they that are unlearned and unflable wrefl, as alfo the other firi-
ptures, unto their own deffruction. Ye iherefore, beloved, fecing
ye know befirs, Yeware left ye alfo, being led away with the error
of the wickedy, fall-from your own fledfaftuefs.
This, if well confidered, fets unwritten Tradition altogethc?
afide. , The Scriptures, contatmng the words which were [poken
befare by the holy propiets, and the commandment of the apoftles
of the Lord and_Saviour, are the only Rule and Standard of
Chriftian Faith and Pratice, after the Deceafe of the Apoftles ;
even as the Scriptures of Mos/es and the Prophets were the only
Rule of Religion for the Fews. And like as the Scriptures of the
Old Teftament were kept by the 7ews, and appealed to by the
Lord and his Apoftles, as they had them in Copies and Tranfla-
tions, in oppofition to their univerfal Tradition and corrupt In-
terpretation of thefe Scriptures; even fo, the Apoftle here plainl:
fuppofes, that the Scriptures of the Apoltles would be kept af!
ter their Deceafe among  the Profeflors of Chriftianity., And
though he fays, that thefe Scriptures are liable alfo to be wreft-
ed ; yet, in the Forefight of prevailing and general Sedu&ion a-
mong profeffed Chriftians, he gives thefe fame Scriptires, in
lace of the deceas’d Apoftles, to preferve true Chriftians from
eing led away with the Error of the Wicked.

III. The Things that the Apoftles taught, and_then wrote,
to be kept in remembrance among-Cheillians after their Deceafe,
are moft holy and divine. We may behold the Purity and Ho-
linefs of the Chriftian Faith, in the Things faid by the Apoftle,
chap.i. 3.—11. According as his divine power hath given unto us
all things that pertain unto life and godlinefs, through the know-
ledge of him that hath called us by glory and virtue : whereby are
Ziven unto us exceeding great and precious promifes ; that by thefe
you might be partakers of the diwine nature, having di'afed the
corruption that is in the world through luff. And befides this, gi-
ving all diligence, add to your faith, virtue ; and to virtue, know-
ledge ; and to knowledge, temperance ; and to temperance, pati-
ence ; and to fatz'ence, odlinefs ; and to godlinefs, brotherly kind-
nefss and to brotherly éudmﬁ, charity : for if thefe things be in
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you, and abound, they make you neither barren, nor u;gﬁ'm';ﬁz! 12
the knowledge of our Lord Fefus Chrift. But he that lacketh thefe
things, is blind, and cannot fee far off, and hath firgotten that he
was purged from his old fins, Wherefore the rather, brethren,
grve diligence to make your calling and eleltion fure : fir 1f you do
thefe things, you fhall never full : for [o an entrance [hall be mini-
flred unto you abundantly, into the everlufting kingdom of our Lord
aind Saviour Jefus Chrift, Wherefore I will not be negligent to put
_wumalway; i remembrance of thefe things. So writes the (Galilean
Fifher !

IV. The Apoftles taught and weote in the View of laying
down their Lives upon the Truth of what they preached, and
left in Writing to keep it in remembrance after their Death :
v $3. 14. 1§5. Yea, 1 think it meet, as lbong as 1 am in this ta-
ﬁff'mzc/e, 1o _/ﬁr you up, /,_{v puttiz{q you 172 remembrance : bzowi:zg
tirat fhortly 1 muft put off this rabernacle, even as aur Lord Fefus
Chrift hath fhewed me. DNlrescer, [ will endeqvour that you may
be able, after my deceafe, 1o have thefe things always in remem-
brance. When Peter was made a \Witnels of the Lord’s Re-
furrection, he fhewed him what he was to expe& by it in this
\Vorld, when he figrified to him by what Death he thould glo-
rify God, Foin xx. 18. 19. And in the View of this he
preached and wgote, It cannot be told what Hope animated
him, and the reft of the Apoltles, to {uffer as they did, befides
the Hope of that fame Life and Immortality that is brought to
Light by their Teltimony, concerning the Refurretion of Jefus
Chrift from the Dead. And f{o there is no Reafon to {ufpet them
of any Defign to impofe on Mankind. Impoftors mufl have o-
ther Views.

V. The Truth of the Things they taught, and have left on
Record in the Scriptures, was manifeflt to their Senfes in plain
Fact, of which they were Eye-witnefles. ‘There is no Appear-
ance of their being conduted by Philofophy or Politicks in their
Teaching and Writing, It goes all on Fa&, wherein they
could mot be deceived, and which they teftified in thc molt
fimple Manner: Chap.i. 16. 17. 18. 19. For we have not fol-
lowed cunnirgly devifed fables, when we made known unto you the
porwer and coming of our Lord Fefus Chrift, but were eye-witneffes
of his majefly.  For he received from God the Father, honour and
glory, when there came fuch a voice to him from the excellent glo-
ry, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed. And this
voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him
in the holy mount ; and we have the prophetick word the more firm.

Here the Apoltle points out the great Subjeét of the Apolto-
Yick Doétrine, viz. their Lord Fefus Chrift his power and com’;:ff.
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The Word of Prophecy forefhewed the Coming of the Me/fiah,
or Chrift, a glorious King, as the Fews acknowledged : For
both 7Fofephus, the Few:ifh Hiltorian, and Tacitus, the Roman,
give this Expeltation of the Fews as one of the Caufes of their
Rebellion againft the Romaz;, and of that War which iffued in
the Dcftruction of their City and Temple, and the Difperfion of
their Nation. But the Queftion betwixt them and the Apoftles
was, If the Mejiah was then come? The Apoitles teftified he
was come in fefus. And whereas the Weaknefs of his Ap-
pcarance, efpecially as crucified, was objected as perfeétly in-
confiltent with the Notion the Fews had of the Power of that
Meffiah foretold by their Prophets; the Apoftles declared his
Power, as heavenly, and as the Power of an endlefs Life, by
his Refurreétion from the Dead, whereof they were Witneffes ;
by which alfo they made known his glorious fecond Coming,
fitting on the right Hand of Power, and coming in the Clouds

of Hecaven.
And here Peter puts Chriftians in mind of a notable Revela-

tion, and a Faét, manifelting the Truth of the Power and Co-
ming of the Lord Jefus Chrift, to which he and two other A-
poftles were Witnefles. This is that glorious Revelation on
the Mount, (Matth. xvii. 1. Markix. 2. and Lukeix. 28.);
where Fefus was transfigured before them ; where they {aw that
ancient Symbol of the divine Prefence, the bright cloud, the ex-
cellent ghry, from whence they heard the Father’s voice, faying
to them of Fefus,~—This 15 my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleafed ; bear ye him ; and faw Mofes the Lawgiver, and Elias
that great Prophet, appearing in glory ; and heard them talking
with him, and fpeaking of his deceafe, which he fhould accomplifs
at Ferufalem; while they beheld in Fe/ys the Prelude to that Glo-
ry which fhould follow his Sufferings, or the Pledge or Fores
tafte of the Glory into which he fhould enter after that Deceafe.
Thus they faw that fame glory of the Lord that appeared to Mo-
fés and the Prophets of old. And whereas there was the Like-
nefs of a Man, or the likenefs as the appearance of a man, con-
verfing face to face with Mofes, when the Glory of the Lord
appeared to him, even as Ezerre/ (chap.i. 26.) defcribes the ap-
pearance of the likenefs of the glory of the Lord; the Apoftles faw
the real Man 7e/us appearing in that fame Glory, heard him
glorified, even with refpeét to his Death, by the Father’s voice ;
and faw /Mo/es, who of old converfed with him in a Figure, and
Elias, who was caught up t6 Heaven in a Chariot of Fire, both
of them attending upon him, and talking with him of that very
Subject which was the great Stumbling-block to the Fews, who
were oftended in that wherein the Father is well pleafed, eved
C . . ' ' : ‘ - , . his
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his beloved Son’s Deceafe, which the Prophets foretold he would
accomplifb at Ferufalem.

So they were eye-witnefles of his majefly, as that great Mefa
Jrab foretold by the Prophets and /Mofes, even the Son of God.

And they heard him, whom the Fews defpifed, honoured and
glorified by the Father’s Voice from Heaven, teftifying the Sum
of the Gofpel of the Glory of Chrift that they preached.

And fo they had the prophetick word in the Scriptures of Mo

Jes and the Prophets confirmed to them.

For the Apoftle is far from faying here, that any Revelation
to Mofes, or to any Prophet of the Old Teftament, is more firm
or fure than that which they faw and heard on the holy Mount.
On the contrary, he is faying, that this Revelation confirms
and eftablifhes all the old Revelations to Ms/es and the Pro-
phets : For here the Father’s woice applies them to Fe/us, with
the Concurrence of Mofes and Elias. And the Voice commands
the Apoftles to sear #:m with whom they are left @lone. Thus
we may fee the Old Teftament Revelation iffuing in Jefus the
Son of God, in whom the Father is well pleafed ; and the Re-
velation of the New Teftament, which is the Spirit of the Old,
flowing from him : Kar exouer LeCaiorepor 7oy mpognTine. Ace
vov: And we have more firm the propbeticz word. They had it
more eftablifhed and confirmed to them by that notable Difcove-
ry of the Glory following the Sufferings of Fefus, as the Verifi-
cation of all the grand Things that Ms/es and the Propiets
{pake of the Meffiah : For this is the Subftance of what the pro-
phetick Word faid of him, The fufferings of Chrift, and the fol-
fowing glory, 1 Pet. 1. 10. 11. 12,

VI. The Truth of what the Apoftles teftified and wrote, con-
cerning the Power and Coming of Chrill, appears by this, that
it eftablifhes and confirms the prophetick Word of the Old Te-
ftament 3 which, after all the Evidence of its coming from
God, was to be verified, and fo further confirmed in its Ac=
complifhment. And as, without this Accomplifhment 1n 7e-
fus, it can have no eftablifhed Senfe, and is not verified by any

Event; fo, being thus fulfilled, it is a moft firm Proof of the
Truth concerning the Power and Coming of the Lord Jefus
Chrift, which was foretold in this prophetick Word, and which
the Apoftles have made known in their Scriptures according to
it. Therefore the Apoftle tells Chriftians, they do well to
take heed to the prophetick Word ; defcribes, by a fit Simili-
tude, how it fhewed before-hand Chrift’s Power and Co-
ming, and how the New Teftament Revelation excells it ; and
dire@s them to follow only the Guidance of the New Teftament
in the Interpretation of it: Chap.i. 19. 20. 21. And we fHave
the prophetick word more ﬁr%, whereunto ye do well that yeﬁfﬂ?
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beed, as unto a light [himing in a dark place, until the day fhowld
dawn, and the day-flar arife in your hearts : knowing this firfl,
that no prophecy of the [cripture is of any private interpretation.
For prophecy came not tn old time by the will of man ; but holy men
of God [pake, moved by the Holy Ghoft.

The Apoftle recommends the Old Teftament Scripture to
Chriftians, and commends them for taking heed to it, as they
were doing.  For, though they rejeéted the Few:fbh Traditions,
they fhewed the greatelt Regard to the Writings of /1/o/es and
the Prophets, that the Fews held as infpired. The Apoftles
and firft Chriftians looked on all thefe as given by divine Infpi-
ration, and took heed to them as the Word of God. Our Lord
and his Apoltles appealed conftantly to thefe Scriptures, as the
Word of God, againft the Fewi/h Tradition. And fee how
Paunl commends them to Timsthy, 2 Tim. iii. 1§. ¥6. 17

The firft Chriftians took heed to Old Teftament Scripture as
a prophetick \Word, having its Accomplifhment in the Power
and Coming of their Lord Jefus Chrift, as it was made known
to them by the Apoftles. They found that Word confirmed to
them in the Sufferings of Chrilt and the following Glory, report-
ed by the Apoftles, who preached the Gofpel to them, with the
Holy Gholt fent down from Heaven. And they looked on the
Old Teftament as a Parable ; and on the New, as the Senfe of
that Parable, or as the Spirit of the Letter in the Parable,

They confidered the divine Revelation in Old Teftament Scri-
pturc, by the Direction of the Apoltles, as a Light in an obfcure
Corner, fhewing, but darkly and indiftinétly, the fame very
Things that are more plinly, and clearly, and mere unives-
{ally, manifefted in the New Teftament Revelation ; which,
compared with it, is as the dawning Day and Day-ftar. ‘They
beheld that old Revelation, as referring to a more clear and o-
pen Revelation that was to come ; which they found in the Re-
port brought them by the Apoftles: For they took heed to that
prophetick Word, as to a light fhining in a dark place, until the
day fbould duwn. And it confirmed both thefe Revelations to
them at once, when they perceived the Things that are clearly
difcovered by the new Revelation, to b the fame that had been
fhewed before more darkly by the old.

By the New Teftament Revelation, they were made to know
in their fearts the Things that were forethewed by the prophe=
tick Word. For, asthey believedthe Gofpel, they beheld the
Glory of God in the Face of jefus Chrift ; they found the Power
of his Kingdom in their Hearts, where his Laws were written ;
and, having the Firft-fruits of the Spirit, the Earneft of the hea-

venly Inheritance, their HMearts had a begun Experience of the
' Glory
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Glory following the Sufferings of Chrift. And fo, by the Go-
{pel-revelation, as the day-flar arifing in their hearts, they knew
in themelves the Accomplilhment of the Word of Prophgcy ;
very different indeed from that which the Fews looked for, ac-
cording to the Letter of that Word ; but far more glorious, and
perfeétly agreeable to the Spiit of it. If we believe not in
Chrift crucified, {o as to be crucified with him ; and if we believe
not that he is alive from the Dead, on the Father’s right Hand,
fo as to have him dwelling in our hearts by faith, and living in
us ; we cannot know the prophetick Word concerning the Suf-
ferings of Chrift and the following Glory, by reafon of the Blind-
nefs of our Hearts as to the New Teftament Revelation, which
illuftrates and confirms that Word, as the day-flar arifing 11 the
beart. For as God, who commanded the Light to fhine out of
Darknefs, fhined into the Hearts of the Apoitles, to give the
Light of the Knowledge of his Glory in the Face of Chrift, fo
this Knowledge i1s communicated to the Hearts of Men by their
Teaching; and we have it by hearing them, and in believing what
they have written: While the God of this World blinds the
Minds of them that believe not, left the Light of the Gofpel of
the Glory of Chrift, who is the Image of God, fhould fhine un-
to them. See 2 Cor. iv. 2.—6.

Now, while the Apoftle commends Chriltians for taking heed
to the Old Teftament Revelation in this View of it, he lays
down this to them as a firft Principle for under{tanding it, 74at
no prophecy sf the f[cripture is of any private interpretation. For
as the prophecy came not by the will of man, it cannot be under-
{tood as Man pleafes, but according to the Interpretation that
God himfelf, its Author, gives it in the New Teftament Reve-
lation, agreeably to that notable Difcovery of the great Scope of
Mofes and the Prophets that Peter was witnefs to on the holy
Mount. And, according to that, the New Teftament Revela-
tion, that we have from Jefus Chrift by his Apoftlesin the A-
poftolick Scriptures, is the only publick authentick Comment
on /Mofes and the Prophets. And every Interpretation that is
not agreeable to that, but according to the Will of Man, like
the Interpretation that the Church of the Fews gave the Old
Teftament, and that was cftablifhed among them by Tradition,
is but private Interpretation. Yea, though all the Teachers
that have been among Chriftians fince the Deceafe of the Apo-
flles, and all the Churciics upon Earth, fhould agree to inter-
pret any Prophecy of the Old Teftament otherwife than by the
Things which the Holy Ghoft, the Author of the Prophecy, hath
revealed in the New Teftament ; it would {lill be but a private
Interpretation. For the Apoftle is not here oppofing a private

Interpretation
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Interpretation unto any Interpretation authorifed by Teachers
prevailing among Chriftians after his Deceale, and followed by
the Multitude of the Profcflors of Chriftianity 3 but private In-
terpretation (tands here oppofed to the Holy Ghoft’s Interpreta-
tion of his Word of Prophecy, in the New Tef{tament Revela-
tion, which is here compared to the dawning Day and Day-flar,
in diltintion from the Old Tecftament Revelation, compared to
a light fhining in adark place.  And fo the Apoftle Peter makes
every Interpretation of any Prophecy of Old Teftament Scripture,
that is not authorifed in the New Teftament by the Holy Ghoft,
who infpired the Prophets, to be a private Interpretation.

By what immediately follows, concerning fulfe Teachers a+
mong Chriftians, it would appear, that he {peaks againit this
private Interprctation, in the View of thefe Teachers to arife after
his Deceafe ; and infinuates, that they would corrupt the Pro-
feflion of Chriftianity by an Interpretation of fome Prophecies of
the old Scripture, for which they had no Authority from the
Holy Gholt in the New Teftament. And accordingly it is Fa&,
that, after the Deccaf® of the Apoftles, there have been, and ftill are
"I'eachers among Chriftians, much followed, who have applied
Prophecies of the Scripture to a fort of worldly Power, and Co-
ming of Chrift, that was not made known to Chriftians by the
Apoftles.  Thefe Teachers bave interpreted the prophetick
‘Word very difagreeably to that Conformity to Jefus Chrift in
his Sufferings in this Life, and in the following heavenly Glory
of his Refurre€tion in the Life to come ; unto which his whole
Church 1s predeftinated, and which the Apoftles made known to
Chriftians as the Senfe and Scope of the prophetick Word. And,
by virtuc of this private interpretaticn, thefe Teachers, not be-
ing inclined to {uffer with Chrift in this Life, nor to wait pati-
ently for reigning with him in the Life to come, have got to
themfelves a Kingdom and Dominion in this World, which they
call, and their many Followers believe to be, the Kingdom of
Chrift. Of this, they muft own, Jefus Chrift and his Apoftles
- bhad indeed no Occafion to fpeak in their Day: But they are fo
confident of its being foretold by the Prophets, that they are
ready to charge any one that denies it, with denying the Au-
thority of the Old Teftament. Yet this private Interpretation,
and the Kingdom of the Clergy built upon it, had never taken
place among Chriftians, if they had been always attentive to
this Warning of the Apoftle Peter, with refpeét to the Inter-
pretation of the prophetick Word which he faw confirmed on
the holy Mount, even the Warning he here gives apainft his

pretended Succeffors.  But the Apoftolick Scriptures behoved to
be fulfilled.

VII. The
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VII. The Prophecy of New Teftament Scripture, concern-
ing the Profeflion of Chriftianity in the World after the Deceafe
of the Apoltles, asitis now manifeltly confirmed by the Event,
1s a2 Proof of the Truth of thefe Things, that the Apoftles de-
clared, and left 1n Writing to be kept in remembrance, con-
cerning the Power and Coming of Chrilt.

New Teftament Scripture foretells a general Apoftafy from
that holy Faith in the Righteoulne{s of our God and Saviour,
the Faith once delivered to the Saints; a prevailing Denial of
the Power of Chriilianity vnder a Form of it, and a grand Op-
pofition to Chrilt in the Nume of Chriflt. For the Antichrift
whofe Coming is forefhewed in the Writings of the Apoftles,
oppofes himfelf to Chrift, exalting himfelf in Chriit’'s Name.

The Lord pointed to this, when foretelling th2 Sigas that
fhould go before the Deftruétion of Ferufalem ; and in Con-
nexion with that al{fo, the Signs of his fecond coming to Judg-
ment, /fath. xxiv. 11. 12. 13. 23. 24. 25. And Paul fore-
tells this in his Epiftles, 2 7%/, ch.1i. 1 Tim, iv, 1.—6. and
2 Tim.ch. iit. So does Fohn in his Epiftles, 1 Epit, 11, 18.—26.
w. I. 6. and 2 Epiff. ¥ 6. 10. and in the Apocalyp/e,
The fame Thing is here foretold by Peter : And Fude fpeaks
of it, in his Epiftle, almoft in the fame Words with him.

In the Epiftles of Peter and Fude, the Antichriftian Apofta-
{fy is compared to that of the Angels who finned, and kept not
their Beginning, but left their own Habitation ; to that of the
old World, the Warld of the Ungodly, upon which the Flood
came ; and to that of the People faved out of the Land of E-
gypt, who were afierward deftroyed, except Caleb and Fofbua.
And in midft of this general Apoftafy, true Chriftians are
reprefented as Noa# and his Family in the old World, and as
juft Lot in Sodom vexed with the filthy Converfation of the Wic-
ked.

This Apoftafy is to continue and laft till the Day of Judg-
ment, and till the Lord come, according to Enoch’s Prophecy,
among his holy myriads, to execute judgment upon ally, and to con-
vince all that are ungodly among them, of all their ungadly deeds,
which they have ungodly committed ; and of all their hard fpeect:-
es, which ungodly [inners have [poken gqgainft him. For though
Paul fays, the Lord will confume that Man of Sin with the [pirit
of his mouth ; yet he tells us, it is with the brigiotnefs of bhis co-
ming that he is to be deflroyed ; eyen that {fame fecond Coming
of which he fpeaks in that Paflage. The Judgment of God to
be executed againit this Apoftafy, in that great Day, when the
Apoftafy of the Angels is be to punifthed, (Matts, xxv.
41.~—45.) is fet forth by Peter and Fude as molt dreadfulﬁ;
4 : S . L
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fit to be prefigured by the Deftru@ion of the old World, by the
Overthrow of the Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, and by the
Perdition of Korah and his Company.

The Teachers among Chriftians are pointed out as the Lead-
ers in this Apoftafy from the Power of Chriftianity, under a
Form of it. They are reprefeuted as {peaking great Swellings
of Vanity, concerning the Knowledge of the Way of Righteou{-
nefs, and feigned Words of the Lord and Saviour Fefus Chrift
as their Redeemer ; while yet they deny the Mafter that vought
them: Not indeed dire&ly; for they privily bring in their bere-
fres to the Chriftian Profeflion, changing the Truth into a Lie :
But they in Effect deny his Redemption, and Jullification by his
Blood, by teaching Men how to go about to eftablifh their own
Righteoufnefs in the Redeemer’s Name; denying that his Blood
can fave them without the Methods of beccming righteous that
they prefcribe to them. They deny the Jaffer Redeemer, ex-
alting themfelves as Mallters in that Kingdom of this World,
where they exercife Authority in Ghriff’s Name, having the
People of the Nations {ubjected to them, by the Power of the
Kings of the Earth piven to them, as Chrift’s Reprefentatives
on Earth; in plain Contradi¢tion to his Teftimony, My king-
dom 15 not of this world. For this caufe came [ into the world,
that I [hould bear witnels unto the truth : every one that 15 of the
truth, heareth my voice. And while they lord over the People,
and ftrive for the Maltery in the Nations of this World, they
deny that Mafter who faid, So fball it not be among you ; but
whofsever will be great among you, [hall be your fervaat; and,
If any man will come after me, let him deny himfelf, and take up
pis crofs and follow me. They deny him by departing from his
holy Commandment of brotherly Love, among them that are
of the Truth, for the Truth’s fake; as it ftands in Oppofition
to the Love of the World, and of all that is in the World, e-
ven the Luft of the Flefth, and the Luft of the Eyes, and the
Pride of Life.

While they deny him by turning from his holy Command-
ment, allowing the Multitude of their Subjeéts and Followers
Liberty from his Yoke, which they cannot bear; they them-
felves are Servants to the Corruption that is in the World
through Luft,

They ferve the Luft of Covetoufnefs :—Through covetoufnefs
Sball they, with feipned words, make merchandize of you. An
heart they have exercifed with covetous praftices : curfed children,
which have forfaken the right way, and have gone aflray, following

the way of Balaam the Son of Bofir, who loved the wages of un-
l.g'bt [ 02{/;1 qf-} ¢
,- | They
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They ferve the Luft of the Fleth :—Clhicfly them that walk af=
ter the flefb in the luft of uncleannefs. Having eyes full of a-
dultery, and that cannot ceafe from fin. Turning the grace of
our God into lafcivioufnefs. —Thefe filthy dreamers defiie the flefbs
And thefe muit be chiefly they to whom that Charater of An-
tichrilt applies, t Tim.iv. 3. FORBIDDING TO MARRY.
For this is the Commandment of the Lord, 1 Cor. vii. 1. 2. It
is good for a man not to jouch a woman. But, for avoiding fir-
nications, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman
have her own hufband ; and Heb. xiii. 4. NMarriage 15 honour-
able in all, and the bed undefiled : but whoremongers and adulterers
God will judoe.

They are Servants of the Corruption that is in the World,
through the Luft of Pride and Ambition. ‘They defpife domini-
én, and fpeak evil of dignities. ‘They defpife government, are
prefumptuous, felf-willed ; they are not afraid to [peak evil if di-
gnties. They dare to oring railing accufation againft them before
the Lord, |

Thus, being themf{elves the Servants of Corruption, they en-
tice many Followers, by fpeaking great Swellings of Vanity,
leading to the Admiration of Mens Perfons: And they entice
them, by promifing them a Liberty, that the holy Command-
ment allows not, to fulfil the Lults of the World, naming the
Name of the Redeemer from the World, and to walk after the
Courfe of this World, as much as if the Way of Righteoufnefs
were not profefled by them, or as if the Redeemer’s holy Com-
mandment had never been delivered to them. And indeed the
Nations of this World could never have been brought in Sub-
jection to them, as they have been, and fome way {till are, up-
on any other Terms.

There were falfe Teachers among Chtiftians, ftom the Be-
ginning, preaching Chrift in oppofition to the Apoftles, per-
verting the Gofpel, and ftudying to fet afide the Power of Chri-
ftianity under a Form of it, And there were then ungodly
Men, who had crept in unawares into the Churches of the
Saints among the Profeffors of the holy Faith, who again went
out from them, or feparated themfelves, in order to fulfil their
Lufts with more Freedom than they could do amongft them; or
who were cut off by Chrilt’s Difcipline. But thelge were onl
the Forerunners of that Antichrift. And the Work of all tha%
firft falfe Teachérs, perverting the Gofpel, by turning it into a
Doérine of Self-righteoufnefs, and corrupting the Profcflion of
Chriftianity, by accommodating it to the Lufts of Men, was but
as a Prelude to the Work of thofe Teachers among Chriftians who

are the Leaders in the grand Apoftafy of that Anutichrift.
D Thefe
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Thefe Teachers among Chriftians are compared to Cain, as
Haters and Perfecuters of the Faithful ; to Balaam, as running
greedily after his Error for Reward ; to Kvrah, as fecking the
Priefthood, and gainfaging the everlafting Perfeétion that comes
only by that one Offering of Jefus Chrilt ; and to the fu/fe pro-
phets among the people of Ifiuel, as leading God’s peculiar
People into an Intercommunity of Religion with the Nati-
ons. For the Old Teftament had Types and Figures of Anti-
chrift as well as of Chnift ; and there is a myflery of 1n:qu1ty, as
well as a myflery of podlinef/s. And thefe Antichriftian Teachers
have been feen, in their worldly Kingdom which they call Chri-
{lian, apina the Prophets in God’s Kingdom of /frac/; in place
of which they would have their Kingdom to be now come.

-~ Peter foretells, that, by reafon of thefe I'eachers, and the
many following their wuys, and pafling for the Chriftian Teach-
ers and People, true Chriftianity would be reproached, and all
their Ways laid to its Charge by Infidels : Chap. 1i. 2. 4ud ma-
ny fhall follow their pernicious ways, by reafon of whom the way of
truth [ball be evil fpoken of. And he likewife plainly points
at a Set of Infidels in the laft Days, calling themfclves Ghri-
{tians in Sport, and oppofing the Truth concerning .the Power
and Coming of the Lord Jefus Chrift by Mockery and Ridicule:
Chap. 1tt. 3. There frall come in the laft days feoffers, walking
after their own lufls, and faying, Where 15 the promife of his co-
ming 2

- If we can diftinguifh the Apoftolick Chriftianity, the way of
sruth <learly pointed out in the Scriptures of the New Tefta-
ment, from the Ways of Teachers that have come after them
among the Profeflors of Chriftianity ; and if we can but {ee the
Events that have come out {o manifeltly, according to the Pre-
diction, and that are before our Eyes every where in the World
called Chriftian : then we have the Truth of what the Apoftles
declared and have written. of the Power and Coming of Chrilt,
evidently fet before us. And every Thing in the Chriftian world,
that ferves as a Fund of Reproach to Infidels againf{t the Way
of Truth, will be to us a Confirmation of it.

The Converfion of the Jews.

Rom. chap. xi. = =

“Rom the Beginning of this Chapter, the Apoflle vindicates
God from the Charge of caffing away his people, in the Re-

je&tion of the Few:fh Church and Nation. And he fays, tha;
Go
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God had not, in that Rejetion, caft away his people which he

Sforeknew, (y 1. 2.); but that there was, as 1n the Time of E-
lias, evcn at that prefent Vime, @ remnant according to the ele-
(tion of prace ; and therefore not of works, ¥ §. 6. And fo,
while //rue! obtained not that which he fought for, the eleétion
ohtatned it 5 and the reff (who were not of that Eleétion) were
blindad, (3 7.—10), as was foretold in the Old Teftament, by
{faiah, chap. xxix. 10. and vi. 9. and by Dawid, Pfal, Ixix.
22. 23,

‘T'he Objction againft the Providence of the Sovereign Lord
God, with refpe@ to the Blinded, imported in that Queftion,
Hauve they flumbled that they fhould fall 7 is anfwered by the A-
poftle thus : Far be it ; but, through their fall, falvation to the
nations, yr 11. Their Ruin was not the great Thing defigned
by their Stumbling. God had a higher End 1in 1t, {uitable to
his Goodnefs and Mercy, ©:/. the Salvation of the Nations.
Even as the Deftruéion of the Veflels of Wrath (Kom. chap.ix.)
is not the great End of their being fitted to Deltrution; but
the thewing forth of the Riches of his Glory on the Veflels of
Mercy, is that End to which the Deltrution of the Veflels of
Wrath is fubfervient. And we cannot be furprifed at this, if
we acknowledge the Goodnefs of God in clothing and feed-
ing us daily, by the Deftru¢tion of the Bealts his Creatures, c-
ven as they alfo are made for Food to one another ; and if we
confider that Benefits are frequently handed to us, in the Courfe
of Providence, by the Lolles of other Men. Yea, if we be
pleafed with the Manifefltation of the Riches of his Glory in
the Veflels of Mercy, we can bear with the Deftruction of the
Veflels of Wrath, as we do with the Shade in a fine Picture.

The Apoftle {ays, Salvation is come to the Nations, to2 pro-
vore them (the Jews) tc jealwufy, vy 11.  And he takes this from
Mofes, Deut. xxxii. 21. which he had cited before, chap. x. 19.
And upon this he founds his following Difcourfe to the Nations,
concerning the rejeGted Fews. Now, {ays he, if the fall of
them (that {tumbled) le the riches of the woarld, and the deficiency
of them the riches of the nations ; how much more the fulnefs «f
1hem ? y 12, He addrefles this Difcourfe to the Nations, as
their Apoftle, and tells them his End and Defign in f{peaking
thus, with refpeét to the Fews, in thefe Words : [f by any means
4 may provoke to jealoufy my flefb, and might fave fome of them.
Angd, upon this Defign, he procceds in this Way of {peaking of
them to the Nations, Jf the caffing away of themn be the reconci-
ling of the world ; what the receiving, but life from the dead ?
The Apoftle of the Nations being a Few, and having a moft
fervent Defire for the Converfion of his Brethren according lto
| ‘ -~ P o2 | o : tae
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the Flefh, extols the Benefit that came to the Nations by theiy
Fall : And, if fo much Good came out of their Fall, he {peaks
of this Recovery, which he ardently wifhes, as a Thing that
would be inexpreflibly great and glorious beyond Imagination.
And he draws the Poflibility of it (fo far, at leaft, as to en-
courage his declared Defign, which was, o fave fome of them)
from what Alofes {aid of prevoking them so jealoufy, or Emu-
lation. |
 In purfuit of this Defign, he fays further, For if the firf}
[fruit be holy, the lump is alfo holy 2 and if the root be holy, fo are
the branches, y 16.  Abraham, Ilfaac, and facob, were {eparated
unto God for the fake of Chrift, that Seed, to {pring of them,
and blefs all Nations : And their flcthly Seed, the whole
Houfe of /frael, was alfo feparated to God through Chrift to
come of them, and by virtue of their flefhly Relation to him,
as the Seed promifed to their Fathers; even as the Lump is ho-
Jy by the Holinefs of the firt Fruits. And feeing I/rael after the
Flefh became a People and Nagion, by virtue of the Promife of
Chrift to their Faghers, as their Seed; Chrifl, that Sced, as he ftood
in that Promife, was the Root from whence they grew: And fo
they were aholy Nation, and peculiar People unto God, according
to their natural and flefhly Connexion with that Root. This
1s that fame Roat into which (as f{tanding in the Accomplifh«
ment of that Promife) the Nations, who were nat of the Stock
of Iftael, are graffed, according to the Promile to Abraham, In
thy feed fball all the nations of the earth be blcffed, Gen. xxii. 18.
Eph. iii. 6.

But, upon this, the ingraffed Nations might take Occafion
to boaft and glory over the rejeCted Ifrge/, and fay, ¢“ They
¢¢ were holy, it is true, as they grew from that Root, and ftood
¢ in it; but now Chrift, the promifed Seed, being come to
‘¢ blefs-the Nations according to the Promife, the peculiar Re-
¢ lation they had to him, while the Promife was not performed,
“¢ is diflolved ; and thefe Branches that grew firlt from that
¢ Promife, are broken off, that we mijght be graffed in: And
¢¢ fo we {tand in that Root; and they have no more Connexion
¢ with it, as they once bad, being now broken off.” If fome
of the branches be broken off, y 17.; and, Thou wilt fay then,
The branches were broken off, that I might be grqffed iny y 19. 3
and thou flan’2fl, y 20. R

The Apoitle grants this, and owns, that they were broken
off ; and that this was in order to the ingrafhng of the Nati-
pns, But he fhews the Nations, that they had no Ground of
Boafting againft the 7ews in this. For, firft, he puts them in
mind, that they were not the gatural Branches of this holy

- | Root,
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Root, but, as it were, taken out of the wild Olive, and planted
into the true good Olive Tree, ( 7er. xi. 16.), from which the
Fews grew naturally. And, next, he lets them know, that if
God fpared not thefe natural Branches, but broke them off, be-
caufe of Unbelief, when they could no more have a Place in the
Root but by Faith, now that the promifed Seed was come to
blefs the Nations through Faith ; then certainly the ingraffed
Nations had no Ground to think that they could ftand in that
Root, if they continued not in the Faith. And further, he
fhews them, that as their being and continuing in that Root
was wholly owing to the divine Goodnefs and Grace, they
fhould alfo be cut off, if they continued not in that Goodnefs ;
even as, on the other hand, they who were broken off fhould
be again graffed in, if they remained not in Unbelief, y 17.— 23,
And he ftill infifts on the Poflibility of their being graffed in
again, fo as to make void the Boafting of thc ingraﬂég Nations
again{t them : For he fays, God is able to graff thetn in again,
Yea, he fhews it much more credible, that the 7ews, as the na-
tural Branches, fhould be again graffed into their own Olive
Tree, than that the Nations, as the Branches of the wild Olive,
fhould be cut out of that Tree which 18 wild by Nature, and be
graffed contrary to Nature into that good Olive Tree, whereof
the 7ews were the natural Branches. By this Similitude he thews
the Pofhibility of that which he earneftly wifhed, viz. that the re-
jected Fews, whofe Cafe might feem hopelefs to the believing
Nations,  fhould yet be faved by Faith in their own Mefhah, to
whom they had a natural Relation; as well as the Nations, who
had no nitural Relatiop to him, and once lay at the greateft
Diftance from Salvation through hym, are now faved by Faith
inhim, ¢y 23.24. =~ =
" However earneltly Pau/ defired the Converfion and Salvation
of all the Fews, as a Thing no lefs poffible with God than the Con-
verfion of the Gentiles ; yet hitherto he afferts not, that it fhall
be as he defired. For all that be could propofe for the Fews,
by his Difcourfe of them to t]]e Ng‘tit)n S, was, b4y any means to
Jave fome of them, i.e. thofe wha belonged to the election of
orace, who were yet among the unbelieving fews ; of whom he
fays, y 28. As touching the election, they are beloved for the fa-
thers fakes. And here he fays of the Branches that were bro-
ken off, they fhall be graffed in, if they bide not {till in Unbe-
lief ; even as he faid, the ingrafled Nations fhould be cut off,
if they continued not in God’s Goodnefs. And this brings ta
mind a Paffage that may be compared with this: Fobn xxi. 22.
23. Fefus faith unto himy If I will that he tarry till I come, what is
tyat to thee ? follow thou me, Then went this faying abroad among tire
' | brethren,
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6retbr:ﬁ, that that difciple [hould not die : yet Fefus fard not unto
him, He fhall mot die : but, If 1 will that he tarry till 1 come, what
is that #o thee ? In like manner, upon what the Apoltle here
writes, this Saying has gone abroad among Chriftians, that the
Nation of the Fews, or the Bulk of that People, once cut off
from Chrift, fhall, fome time before the End, be graffed into
him again : Yet the Apoftlc writes not this; but, They alfo, if
they bide not MMl in unbelicf, [hall be grafled in : for God is able
to graff them in again.

But what follows, y 25. 26. 27. is mofltly infifted on for a
national Converfion of the Few:r, who were nationally rejeéted,
or for fuch a great Converfion of that People, before the Co-
ming of Chrift to Judgment, as that the Number of the Con-
verted fhall be, in proportion to the rcft, as the Number of
the Rejeéted was to the Converted in the Days of the Apoftles.
'The Apoftle’s Words are,—Fer J would not, brethren, that ye
Shou!d be ionorant of this myflery, (left ye fhould be wife 11 your own
conceits ), that blindnefs in part is happened to Ifrael, until the
Julnefs of the nations be come in; and fo all Ifrael fhall be fa-
ved : as it is written, There fhall come out of Lion the deliverer,
and (hall turn away ungodlinefs from Facob. For this is my cove-
nant unto them, when £ (hall take away thewr fins.

It appears from Rewv. i. 20. and xvii. 7.—12. 15. 18. that the
Word myffery is ufed in Scripture to fignify the hidden Senfe of
a Figure. ‘Thus, when our Lord is declaring to his Dilciples
the Senfe and Meaning of his Parables, concerning the King-
dom of Heaven, that lay, under the Figures, hid from the
Multitude, bhe fays, Matth. xiii. 11. It is given unto you to know
the myfleries of the kingdom of heaven ; but to them 1t is not given.
Andthus the Gofpel is called ¢/c myflery, and the revelation of
the myflery, which was kept fecret fince the world began, becaule
it lays open the Senfe and Meaning of the Types of the Old Te-
ftament; and the Truth that the Apoftles declared, is the Senfe
that lay hid under all the prophetical Figures, fhewing before-
hand the Sufferings of Chrift and the following Glory. The U-
nion of Chrift and the Church, is the Myftery of the Union of
Adam and his Wife Eve, Eph.v.30.31.32. The changing
of all Chrift’s People that are alive and remain to his Coming,
is the Myftery of the Tranflation of Enoch and Elias, 1 Cor. Xv.
3. And indeed it will be hard to find a Place in the New Te-
{tament, where the Word myffery muft be taken in another Senfe.
“This is alfo the common Ufe of it in the Writings of the Greek
Fathers of the firft Ages, when the Latins ufed for it the Word
Sacrament, as we have it {till in the Vulgar Latin Verlion, Kev.
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- If this be the Senfe of the Word myflery here, and if it be u-
fed in this Text as it is every where elfe in the New Tefta-
ment ; the Apoftle muit be here declaring the Senfe of {ome Fi-
gure. And we may ealily fee, at firft View, the Figure, viz.
the ‘{/?‘ae/ to which Blindnefs happened in part; and likewife the
Senfe and Meaning of that Figure, viz. the /frael that fhall all
be faved 5 1. e. the Ifrael of God, Gal. vi. 16. the {piritual Seed
of Ifrael and of Abraham, Rom. iv. 16. 17. Gal.iii. 29. We
find the Apoftle likewife fpeaking both of the typical and the
true [frae/, in the fame Verfe, Kom.ix. 6. Not as though the
word of God hath tcken none effect : for they avre not all Ifrael
which are of Ifrael. And if by Facob in the Text which the A-
poltle cites from J/a:ah, be meant only the Ifi-ael according to
the Flefh, there is no Myltery in it : Though, when it is lite-
rally underftood, the Contenders for a national Converfion of

the 7ews, perhaps would not chufe it as the fitteft Text of the
Old Teftament for proving their Point.

The Apoftle then feems to be declaring, that Blindnefs in part

has happened to the typical Ifrqe/, until the full Number of the
Eleét of every Nation, or of the Redeemed out of every Nation,

(the nations of them wnich are faved, Rev.xx1. 24), be come in 3
and fo, or in that Manner (ov7r®), fhall all the true Jfrae/ of
God be faved. And this myftical fpiritual //rae/ that fhall be
faved, is that Part of /frael according to the Flefh that is not
blinded, together with the full Number of the Redeemed out of
every other Nation of the World.

This Text feems to import, what is like to be Fa¢t, that the
flefhly /frae/, or the Fews, fhall remain a People diftinét from
the Nations till the End, or till the Fulnefs of the Redeemed
out of every Nation be come in; and that they fhall not be
wholly blinded, but fome of them fhall be Sharers of the Mercy
of the Nations, even as other People. And the Part of that //~
rael that is not utterly given up to Blindnefs, is beloved, ac-
cording to the Ele&ion, for the fake of the Promife made to
their Fathers, y 28. The 7ews that belong to the Eleétion,
though now Unbelievers, as the Nations had been in Times
paft, fhall obtain Mercy through the Mercy of the Nations,
v 29. 30. 31. For God hath fhut up all together, both
the eleft Fews and Nations, in Unbelief, that the Glory
of his Mercy might be manifefted in the whole of them,
without any Room left to any of them, for glorying in their
own Merit, or boafting againft amother. And this ferves to
humble the Nations, and ftain the Pride of their glorying over
the Fews, while it glorifies. the divine Grace in both; as the
Apoftle fays, For God hath concluded all (tiem is put in by the

Tranflators
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Tranflators without any Foundation in the Greex Text) in un-
belief, that he might have mercy upon all, y, 32.

The Apoftle, having declared this Way of God’s Mercy to
the whole Ele¢t both og Fews and Nations, or to the wholé my-
ftical /frael, concludes his Subjeét with an Admiration of the
deep Wifdom of God, as he purfues the Defign of manifefting
the Glory of his fovereign Grace, in Ways far beyond the Reach
of all created Underftanding. And he triumphs in the Glory of
the divine Wifdom and Sovereignty over all the Pride of the
Sons of Men, in their own Wifdom and their own Merit,
¥ 33-—306. ) 4 ,

And this is what he writes to the converted Nations, left they
fhould be wife in their own Conceits, in glorying over the
Fews, whofe Pride God had ftained in fhewing Mercy to them;
and left they fhould become high-minded, as the Fews were, in
oppofition to Mercy and Grace; and fo be cut off, as well as
they. But if we would know the whole of this Myftery, of
which:the Apoftle would not have the Romans ignorant, as fer-
vihg to keep them from being high-minded ; we muft confider,
that the flelhly //rae/ was not only the Type and Figure of the
fpiritual //rael that fhall be all faved, but likewife the Example
of the Profeflion of the Gofpel, and the outward Appearance
of the {piritual J/rae/ in the World, according to the Call of
the Gofpel ; as to which the Apolftle had faid, (y 28.) the blind-
ed 7ews were Enemies for the fake of the Nations. Many are
called, but few chofen. And we {ee from 1 Cor. chap. x. and
Heb. chap. iii. & iv. that the unbelieving /fraelites, who fell in
the Wildernefs, and came fhort of the promifed Reft in Canaan’s
Land, were Examples of the Profeflors of the Gofpel coming
fhort of the Promife of the heavenly Reft through Unbelief.
Now, we know that none of the true /frae/ can perith, or be
vtterly cut off from Chrift. But they may, who appear to be
of them by the evangelical Profeflion ; as the Apoftle fhews us,
1 7ohnii. 18. 19. And unto {uch the Apoftle Paul is here fpeak-
ing, as he {ignifies, that they may be cut off, in like manner as
the fews were. | |

Accordingly we find, that there has been a remarkable Depar-
ture from the Faith, and falling away from the primitive Profef-
fion of Chriftianity, and that under the Chriftian Name. And
in this there has been a remarkable Imitation of the flefhly //ra-
¢/, in the Things that Chrift came in the Flefh to abolith; and
likewife a remarkable Pride, in oppofition to the Glory of God’s
Grace, much like that of the Fews ; and a2 zeal of God like theirs,
who, being ignorant of God’s righteoufnefs, and going about to e-
Pablifb their own righteoufnefs, fubmitted not themfelves unts the
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righteoufnefs of God, chap. x. 1.—4. 'The Roman Church, to
which the Apoltle here writes, came to be at the Hecad of this
Falling-away. And in this, its Antichriftian State, itis point-
ed out, Rev. xi. 8. asanfwering to the City where our Lord was
crucified, Here then we have the Myftery, of Blindnefs in part
happening to the typical /frael. For, becaufe the Profeflors of
Chriltianity received not the love of the truth, that they might be
faved, God has fent them the energy of error, that they [hould
belieye alie ; that they all might be damned, who believed not the -
z‘rqb;, but had pleafure in unrighteoufuefs, 2 Thefl.ii. 10. 11. 12.
And this Blindnefs happened to them, profefling Chriftianity,
even as it did to the Fews before, profefling the Hope of the
Promife made unto the Fathers. But this Blindnefs happened
¢nly in part. It could not hinder the Salvation of thofe among
thém whom God had, from the beginning, chofen to falvation,
through fanétification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth, ¥ 13.
no more than the Blindnefs that happeried to the typical frac/,
could hinder the Salvation of the remnant according to the eleclion
of grace. Yea, though both the Fews and Antichrift will cén~
tinue till all the Eleét be come in, or till the Lord’s fecond Co-
ming ; yet both {tand in a Sub{erviency to the Salvation of the
Ifrael of God; as they are both ftanding Evidences to the Truth
of the Gofpel, even in their Oppolition to it ; and as tlie Prefer-
vation of the Oracles of God in the Scriptures, the grand Mean
of the Salvation of God’s Eleét, has been through them : While
the Glory of the Lord’s fovereign Mercy fhines, in calling his
own Ele&, and faving them from among both the Fews and the
Chriftians, to whom Blindnefs has happened after their Exam-
ple. The Apoftle would here have the Romans to know theit
Fallibility, ‘and to underftand that they fhould be far from think-
ing themlfelves infallible. He fhews them the Danger they were
1 of becoming high-minded, againft the Faith, and againft Grace,
and fo of being blinded, and cut off, like the Fews. And
he gives fuch Hints to them 1in this Epiftle, and fuch Dire-
&lons in this and the following Chapters, as, if duly attend-
ed and hearkened to, might have prevented the Danger. See
Obfervations on the Epiftle to the Romans. But they have
fulfilled the Scriptare dgainft themfelves, as the 7ews did be-
fore them.

Now, in all this View of the Apoftle’s Scope in this Chapter,
there appears not any thing like¢ a national Conveifion of the
Fews. Andif we find it not here, we thall feck for it in vain
in the Prophecies of the Revyclation, or in any other Paflage of
the New Teftament. They who infift for it, muft-go to work
in this Manuner with yy 25. 26. 27. They muft fay, that Biindr-
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nefs in part has happened to the Nation of the Fews, vnder
which it is to remain, till that Time when the Nations fhall all
come in whole to Chrift ; and not fome of the Nations only, nor
only a Part and Remnant of each Nation, asin the Days of the
Apoftles ; and then the whole Nation of the Fews, and not the
fmaller Part only, as in the Time of the Apoltles, fhall be faved :
And that this is the Senfe of //. lix. 20. 21. where Facob fignifies
the wholc People of the Fews, and the Covenant with them, a
{pccial Covenant with that Nation; and the Redeemer’s Coming
is neither his firlt nor fecond Coming declared in the New Te-
{taiment, but fome remarkable Coming in the Way of that {pe-
cial Covenant with the Fews, before his fecond Appearing.

But fuch a Prevalency of true Chriftianity in every Nation,
and among the Fews, before the End, is irreconcilable with
Chrift’s ruling in the midit of his Enemies, till they be made his
Footftool at his feccond Coming ; and with the whole Strain of
the New Teftament, as well as the Prophecies of the Revelation,
reprefenting Chrift’s People hated of all Nations for his Name’s
{ake to the End, and plainly fhewing that his Church muft be
conformed to him in his Humiliation in this World, till he ap-
pear to conform them to the Glory of his Refurreétion. And
fuch an Abundance of Faith in the Nation of the 7ews, and in
all other Nations, before the Lord’s Coming to Judgment, can-
not be made agree with the Account given in the New Teftament
of the State of the World, and of the Profeflion of Chriftianity,
toward his Coming; nor with what he faid, Luke xviii. 8.
~IVhen the Son of man cometh, fhall he find faith on the earth ?
But this Notion of {fuch a Prevualency of Chrift’s Kingdom in this
World, while his People remain in this mortal State, appears to
be but another Edition of that old Notion of the Mefliah’s King-
dom, which the 7ews oppoled to Jefus Chrift and his heavenly
Kingdom, preached by him and his Apoftles. And it has fer-
ved to divert Chriftians from the Hope of the Lord’s fecond Co-

ming ; and, in place of looking for that, made them put it far
away.

A); for Facob, If.lix.20. it muft be myflical Facob which is
turned away from Ungodlinefs, and from which the Lord’s Spi-
rit and his Words fhall never depart. The Covenant with them,
who are turned from Tranfgreflion, and who have his Spirit and
his Words remaining ftill with them, is only the new Covenant.
in Chrift’s Blood, through which all the /frae/ of God have the
Remiflion of Sins, and not any peculiar Covenant with the 7ews.
Yea, the Apoltle tells us, that the 7ews, who belong to the E-
le¢tion, muft obtain Mercy through the Mercy of the Nations ;
1, ¢. by the new Covenant, by which whofoever calls on the

Name
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Name of the Lord fhall be {faved; and by the Redeemer’s firfk
Coming to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of himfelf, even his C»-
ming as the End of the Law for Righteoufnefs to every one that
believeth, without Difference.

We may obferve here, that the Apoftle feems to join two
Paflages of /faiah together, as he did before, y 8. For thefe
Words, Whein I [hall take away their fins, are not found in //.
lix. 20. 21. But we have fomething like them in // xxvii. 9.
Sce the Greek Verfion. And that is the Paflage from whence
the Apoftle feems to take what he fays of breaking off the branches,
For it is faid //. xxvii. 10. 11. Yet the defenced city thall be de-
folate, the thavitation forfaken, and left like a wildernefs : there
fhall the calf feed, and there [hall he lie down, and confume the
branches thereof. When the boughs thereof are withered, they
fhall be broken off : the women come, and fet them on fire : for it
is @ people of no underflanding : therefore he that made them, will
ot have mercy on them ; and he that formed them, will fhew them
wo favour. ‘The Apoftle explains this by what he fays of break-
ing off the natural Branches, and not {paring them, becaufe of
:m%e/iqﬁ They were a People of no Underftanding : For, being
ipnorant of God’s Righteoufnefs, and going about to eftablifh
their own, they fubmitted not themfelves to the Righteoufnefs
of God: And therefore he that formed them, fhewed them no
Favour. 'When [faiah prophefies this of [frae/ after the Flefh,
he at the fame Time foretells the takin‘g away the Sins of the true
Facob, the [frael of God; of whom he fays, //. xxvii. 6. He fhall
caufe them that come of Facob, to take root: Ifrael fhall blsfforn
and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit.

The Kingdom of Chrif} in the World.

MATTH. Xli. 20.

A bruifed reed fball he not break, and fmoking flax fhall he not
quench, till he fend forth judgment unto viciory.

HE Prophecy of //aiah (chap. xlii. 1.—4.) concerning the
Mefliah’s Kingdom among the Nations, is here applied
to 7efus, upon Occafion of his withdrawing from the Pharifecs,
fecking to deftroy him, and his healing the Multitudes that fol-
lowed him, and charging them, that they fhould not make him
known, Y 14. 1§. 16. '
When he withdrew from his Enemies, he did not influence
the Multitudes that followed him, to ftand in his Defence. And

they were not fit for that Purpofe. They were great Multitudes
E 2 indeed 3
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indeed ; but Multitudes of Sick and Infirm, that followed him
tor Healing. Yea, when he healed them, in place of making
himfelf formidable to his Enemics, at the Head of his Multitudes,
made {trong by almighty Power, he forbade them to make him
known. Allthe Ufe he made of them, was, to fhew the Tender-
nefsof his Mercy, and manifeft his faving Power, in healing them.
This was his Influence upop the Multitudes that followed him :
He made ufe of his Authority over them, not to diltrefs his E-
nemies, but to hinder them from making him known. And
this he did, to prevent the Multitude, expeéting a fecular Mef-
{iah, from being moved to take him by Force, and make him
fuch a King as they were looking for : For when he perccived
them thus inclined, he withdrew from them al{fo’; ‘and when they
ftill followed him, he took care to fave them that Labour, by
undeceiving them, 7oin, chap. vi.

The Evangelift takes notice, y- 17. how agreeable this his Be-
haviour is to the Account ffaza/ gave of him, when prophefy-
ing of his Kingdom among the Nations. And fo we may look
on his Behaviour at this Time, as a Reprefentation of his Ap-
pearance as a King in this prefent World. He would not be
the King of the 7Fewifb Nation, where he bchoved to fix his
‘Throne, if his Kingdom and Dominion over the Nations were
of this World. But, according to this Prophecy, the Spirit of
Gad was to be upon him, for thewing Judgment to the Nations,
that they might cruft in his Name, The Cures he did on the dif-
eafed Multitudes, were Signs of that cternal IS:_alw.ratic)'lim by the
Remiflion of Sins, that miferable Sinners of the Nations were
to truft in him for. And his Kingdom among the Nations,
when he fhews Judgment to them, and they truft in his Name,
fhall make no more Noife and Stir among the Nations, nor ap-
pear any otherwife, than as he himfelf did among the Fews,
when he did #not flrive, nor cry, nor caufe his voice to be heard in
the [lreets. '

A Rod for a Sceptre, is the Sign of {overeign Power and Dg-
minion : Ezek. XiX. 11.—Strong rods for the [ceptres of them
that bear rule. Pfal. cx. 2. The Lord fhall fend the rod of thy
Mlrength out of Zion : rule thou in the midf} of thine enemies. The
Sceptre of this Kingdom is here called a reed, And we fee the
Roman Soldiers, in Derifion to him, as pretending to a King-
dom, putting a Reed in his Hand for a Sceptre, when they fa-
{tened a thorny Crown on 'his -‘Head. But the Sceptre of his
Kingdomis reprefented by the Prophet as abruifed reed ; the weak-
eft of all Rods for Sceptres of them that bear Rule. Yet it is
the Rod of his Strength, ‘'whofe Power is manifeft in preferving
this Reed, bruifed as it is in midft of his Enemiies, roi’n blfigmg
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broken, He fball not be difcouraged, orbroken, till he have fet
judgment in the earth. And this is like the Weaknefs of the
Preaching of Chrift crucified, which the Apoltle declares to be
the Power of God to Salvation, 1 Cor. 1. 18, 22.—25.

A Lamp is alfo the Sign of a Kingdom. The Kingdom of
David is faid to be a /ight, or Lamp, écfore God in Ferufalem,
1 Kings xi. 36. and xv. 4. and 2 Kings viii. 19. And the Mef-
fiah’s Kingdom, prefigured by that, is’prophefied of as as a /amp,
P/al. cxxxii. 17. But this Lamp is reprefented by Z/aiah, as
burning dimly, and like a {moking Flax, in all Appearance,
readier to die out, than give Light. Yet itis the Lamp ordain-
ed for him whofe Strength is made perfe& in Weaknefs; and he
Preferves it from being extinguithed. He fhall not fail, or be
darkened, till he have fet judgment in the earth, or till he fend
forth judgment unto victory. ‘The Preaching of the Crofs, by
which he fhewed judoment to the nations, was foolifhnefs, in the
View of the World and its wifeft Men ; but to them that are
called, it is the wifdom of God. ‘The Truth that Chrift came to
teftify, by which he propofed, before Pilate, to reign in the
‘World, was as a Lamp defpifed in the Eyes of that Romas
Governor : Yet it has outlived the mighty Blaze of that great
Empire : Nor will he let it be quenched, till all the Kingdoms
of the World be extint.

" Let us now obferve, how Chrift’s Kingdom in the World an»
fwers to thefe Figures ufed by the Prophet. And we may fee
this

. In the Apoftles, by whom he fhewed Judgment to the Na-
tions, when they were brought to truft in his Name : 2 Cor. iv.
2.—~—11. But we have this treafire in earthen veffels, that the ex-
cellency of the power may be of God, and not of us; troubled on e-
very [ide, yet not diftreffed ; perplexed, but not in a{’,c;[pair ; perfe=
cuted, but not forfaken ; caft down, but not deflroyed, &c.

2. Jefus Chrift may be feen, not breaking the bruifed Reed,
nor quenching the fmoking Flax, by obferving his firft Sub-
jeéts and Followers among the Fews and Nations ; to whom he

ewed that Tendernefs of Mercy and Power to fave, whereof
he gave a Sample, in healing the difeafed Multitudes that fol-
lowed him in the Days of his Flefh. Behold him giving Re-
pentance, and Remiflion of Sins, to his Remnant of the Few//b
Nation, to Thoufands conviéted of the Crime of murdering him !
Aéts chap, 1. & iit. and v. 31.  And fee his Followers among
the Nations ; 1 Cor.i. 26. 27.28. For ye fee your calling , brethren,
how that not many wife men after the flefb, not many mighty, not
many noble, are called. But God hath d)jﬁm the foolifh things of
the world, to confound the wife; and God hath chofen the weak

things
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things of the world, toconfinnd the things which are mighty ; and
bafe things of the world, and things which are defpifed, hath God
chofen, and things which are nst, to bring to nought things that
are. Obferve them, and his Influence upon them, y 30, But
of him are ye in Chrift Fefus, who of God is made unto us wifdom,
and righteoufrefs, and fanétification, and redemption. Chap. vi.
9. 10. 11.—Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
efleminate, nor abufers of themfelves with mankind, nor thieves,
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, fhall in-
berit the kingdom of God. And fuch were fome of you : but ye
are wafbed, but yc are fanltified, but ye are juftified, in the name
of the Lord Fefus, and by the Spirit of our God.

3. See next the State of his Kingdom in the Souls of his Sub-
jeéts, (for his Kingdom is within Men), and behold the bruifed
Reed not broken, and the fmoking Flax not quenched: Gal.v.
¥7. For the fle/b luftcth apainft the Spirit, and the Spirit againft
the flefb : and thefe are contrary the one to the other ; fo that ye
cannot do the thinps that ye would, Rom. vil. 21.—24. I find
then a law, that when I would do good, evil 1s prefent with me.
For I deli~ht in the law of God, after the inward man. But I [ee
another law in my members, warring againft the law of my mind,
and bringing me into captivity to the law of [in, which is in my
members, O wretched man that I an:y, who fhall deliver me from

the body of this death! The faith that is in the blood of the Son
of God, Faith in the righteoufne(s of our God and Saviour, Fefus
Chrifl, with the Aope of eternal Life, as the Reward of that Righ-
teoufnefs, appears, in the 7rial of Faith, as a bruifed Reed, not
broken. For all Chnift’s Followers, who Fﬁ:,q/;t the good fipht,
and keep the faith, have fome Experience of what Paul/ fays cgn-~
cerning the Grace of the Lord Jefus with refpect to himfelf:
2 Cor. xii. 9. 10. MMy grace is fufficicnt for thee : for my flrength
is made perfect in weaknefs. DNloft gladly tber/efre will I rather
glory in my infirmities, that the power of Chrift may reft upon me.
—For when I am weak, then am I [lrong. He, who is a prief
upon his throne, prays for them, that their faitir fail not, in the
Trial of Faith. And the weakeft Faith maintains a Struggle in
their Souls againft all Doubt of the Power of Chrift’s Crofs to
fave them ; fo that they cannot defpair : And fo the bruifed
Reed is not broken. And the /love of that truth which 1s
believed, Love to one another, for the truth’s fake which dwele
leth in them, appears, in the Trial of Faith, as a dimly-burn-
ing Lamp, or a fmoking Flax, like to be extinguithed by the
Work of Self-righteoufnefs in the Heart againft the Truth, and
by worldly Lufts warring againft the Soul. Yet this {moking
Flax is not quenched, this dimly-burning Lamp is not ex-

tinguifhed '3
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tinguithed : For the truth dwelleth in them, and fhall be with them

for ever ; and that feed of God remains in them that are born of
God ; fo that they cannot {in unto Death, 1 Fobn iii. .
2 Fohn, vy 2. |

4. We may again fee this, in the Profeflion of that Truth
which Chrift came into the World to teftify, the Profeflion of

that Truth by which he reigns in the World, v:z. That he is
the beloved Son of God, in whom the Father is well pleafed.
For thofe only hear his Voice, who arc of that Truth: And
none can appear to be his Subjefts in the World, but the Con-
feflors of that Truth, fhewing a hearty Submiflion to his Righ-
teoufnefs. Now, if we obferve the Profeflion of trufting in
that Name, The Lord our rightesufnefs, among the Nations; we
fhall fee the bruifed Reed not broken, and the fmoking Flax
not C}uenched. The Callers on this Name found themfelves firft
oppofed by the Authority and Power of the 7ew:/s Church, fla-
ming with felf-righteous Zeal, and then by the Power of the

Roman Empire lifting up itfelf again{t this Name in the Pride of
that Virtue by which it {ubdued the World. But where are
now thefe firlt Oppofers? Their violent Dealing came down

upon their own Heads. They are broken in pieces ; and have
Jeft the bruifed Reed, asit was, not broken, and the fmoking
Flax not quenched. The Antichriftian Power, partaking of the
Nature of both the former, arofe next in the broken Empire ;
of which, all the World, wondering after it, faid, #ho 15 like un-
to the beaft ? Who is able to make war with him? And this
Power always was; and ftill is, as far as it is not confumed,
oppofed to the Profeflion of Faith in the Righteoufnefs of our
God and Saviour Jefus Chrift, and of Love to one another for
the fake of that. And that fame Truth, for the fake of which
Chrift’s Subjeéts love one another, remains {lill oppofed by all
the Learning and Eloquence that can be employed againit it.
For ftill it is profefled in the World, and is, as from the Be-
ginning, the Objeé of the Contempt and Hatred of all the Na-
tions. Chrift’s Sceptre appears ftill as a bruifed Reed not bro-
ken, and his Lamp as a fmoking Flax not quenched. And
{o it muft be, till he fet Judgment in the Earth, or till he fend
forth Judgment unto Viétory. And not till then fhall he ag-
pear, with a ftrong Rod for a Sceptre, a rod of iran to rule the
nations ; and with his Lamp as the bright and morning-flar,
Rev. i1. 26. 27. 28. , | |
But when fhall the Truth be viftorious ? For it feems this
muft be the Appearance of Chrift’s Kingdom in the World, till
then. While he riles in the midf? of his enemies, the Rod of his
Strength muft be as the bruifed Reed, and his Lamp as the
. {fmoking
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{moking Flax: And that muft be till his enemies be made his
footflool in that day of his wrath, Plal.cx. The Apoltle tells
us, this fhall be at his Coming, when Death will be deftroyed,
1 Cor, xv. 24. 2§. 26. And when he comes to put down all
rule, and all authority and power, and death fhall be deftroyed,
then will he fet Judgment in the Earth. This is the Hope that
the Apoftle fets before Chriftians, when he tells them, y 19.
If in this life only we have hope in Chrifl, we are of all men
moft miferable. Therefore, till his Coming, and the Refurreéti-
on of them that are his at his Coming, the Appearance of his
Kingdom on Earth muft be as reprefented by the bruifed Reed
and {fmoking Flax.

The Apoltle fpeaks of a Kingdom for Chrift’s People at his
Coming, which flefb and blood cannot inherit; a headenly kingdom,
which his People cannot inherit till they be changed, and bear
the image of the heavenly man, 1 Cor. xv. 49.—§2. This is the
fame that is fpoke of /atth. xxv. 34. 2 Tim. iv. 1. 18. And,
Kev.v. 9. 10. this 1s rcprefented as the Hope of all the Re-
deemed: We fhall veign on the earth. This is what they have
in expectation by the Lamb’s opening the fealed Vifions of Da-
nie/, who {pake plainly of this one Thing, as the End of all,
that the greatnefs of the kingdom under the whole heaven [hall be
given to the people of the faints. And this Hope of all the Re-«
dcemed is reprefented to us as fulfilled, Rev. xx. 4. 5. 6. in
confequence of Chrilt’s fecond Coming, and the Deftrucion of
Antichrift by that, reprefented chap. xix. 11.—21. All that
believe the Scripture, as well as thofé called Millenarians, own
the M:llenrium, in fome Shape ; and acknowledge a Reign of
the Saints with Chrift on the Earth for a thoufand Years, in
fome Senfe or other : For while one denies the Inferpretation
that another gives of thefe Words, he holds them truec in fome
Senfe of his own. But the great Queftion is, When does that
Reign commence ? or, At what Time fhall the Beginning of
that Kingdom be fixed ? And that which appears moft eafily
from the Scripture, is, that it begins not before the Refurrecti-
on of the _]ufF at Chrift’s fecond Appearing. And as the great
Day of the Gofpel is diftinguithed into times of refrefbing, fo is
the great Day of Judgment diftinguithed into fimes of reftitution,
Affsiii. 19. 21.  And the firft of thefe Times is the Reign of
a thoufand Years, beginning at the Refurreétion of the Juft ;
which, by all that Space, goes before the Refurre@ion and Judg-
ment of the whole unjuft Dead. This was the Senfe of the firft
Cbriftians, concerning the Beginning of this Reign, from the
Time of the Apoftles, and long after, till they began to think
of a worldly Kingdom for Chrift, commencing in the Time of

Conftantine ;
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Conflantine ; and the firft that offered a Scruple at this Belief of
the Ancients, {crupled, at the {ame Time, upon the Authority
of the Book of the Revelation, Fuftin Martyr informs us, that
not only he, but all Chriftians, who denied not the Refurrecti-
on, in his Time, were thus minded as to the Begiuning of the
Saints Reign with Chrilt. Yea, in thofe Days, they even
thought, that the Apoltle Peter, when ({fpeaking of the Creati-
on, and Day of Judgment, 2 Pet. iii. §.—8.) he f{aid, Be not
sgnorant of this one thing, that ome day is with the Lord as a
thoufand years, and a thoufand years as one day, gave his Sanéti«
on to that Saying that had pafled current among the 7ews,
"That each Day of the Creation flood for a thoufand Years of
the World’s Duration; and that the feventh thoufand Years
was to be the great Sabbath of Refl for God’s People. .

But, whatever be in this, we may fee, as to the Beginning
of the Saints Reign, that the Kingdom fet up by the God of
Heaven, to ftand on the Deftruction of the Kingdoms of this
World, Dan. ii. 44. takes not place till the fourth Empire, viz.
the Roman, be divided and broken into ten Kingdoms: For
the Stone cut out of the Mount without Hands, {mites the I-
mage upon the Feet and Toes, Part of Iron and Part of Clay,
and fo becomes a great Mountain, and fills the whole Earth,
v 34. 35. 41. And the Dominion under the whole Heaven
given to the Saints (Dan. vii. 14. 17. 18. 26. 27.) begins not
till Antichrit, who rules in the broken Empire, be deftroyed,
(¢ 11. 12. 26.); which, the Apoftle tells us, is to be done by
the Brightnefs of the Lord’s Coming, 2 T7¢/. ii. 8. ; even his
fecond Coming, which is there fpoke of. And the Time when
the kingdoms of this world thall become our Lord’s and his Chriffs,
Rev. x1. 15. is the Time of God’s Wrath on the Nations that
were angry at his Kingdom, and the Time of the Dead that
they thould be judged, and the Time of rewarding the Prophets,
Saints, and them that fear G .d’s Name, {mall and great, y 17.

18. who are to be recompenied at the Refurretion of the juft,
Luke xiv. 14.

The Refurreftion at which this Reign commences, is not
that from Trefpafles and Sins; becaule it is the Refurreétion
of thofe that were {lain for the Word of God, and had not re-
ceived the Mark of the Beaft, Kev. xx. 4. Nor is it fome glo-
rious Revival of the Caufe for which Martyrs {uffered, with the
Refurreétion of fome notable Martyrs before the Refurreétion of
all the Juft. For this Refurreétion and Reign on the Earth with
Chnift, is the Hope of the whole Redeemed, KRev. v. 9. 10.;
the whole People of the Saints gathered unto Chrift at his Co-
ming, as one Body, as one Man, Dan. ch. vii. And none but

they fhall have Part in this Refurretion and Reign : For the
| F {econd
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fecond Death hath no Power over any of them that partake in
it, Rev. xx. 6. Any Revival and glorious State of the: Church,
that is fuppofed before the Refurreétion, at Chrift’s fecond Ap-
pearance, will ftill include Hypocrites ; they muft have Part in
any exalted State of the Church that can be before Chrift’s Co-
ming. But over them that have Part in that Refurrection and
Reign, the fecond Death hath no Power, For then fhall #4e
Son of man fend. forth his angels, and they fhall gather out of bhis
kingdom all fcandals, and them which do iniquity, Matth, xiii. 41.
And when the beloved city, the holy Ferufalem, (which is now
above where Chrift is), fhall defcend out of heaven from God, ha-
ving the glory of God, and the nations of them that are faved fhall
walk in the light of it ; then there [hall in no wife enter ino 1t a-
ny thing that defileth, but they which are written in the Lamb’s
book of life. ‘Thus they are all blefed and holy who have Part
in that firft Refurre&®ion, and who ffand in their lot, in that
Kingdom, re'gning with Chrift, as Royal Priefts, a thoufand
Years before the reft of the Dead live again, Kev. xx. 4. 5. 6.
And then fhall that reff take place that was promifed to Daniel
at the end of the days, (Dan. xii. 12. 13.), the blefled Reft for
the dead in the Lord, from the Time of the Deftruction of An-
tichrift, when their works fhall follow them, being recompenfed
at the Refurre&ion of the Juft, Kev. xiv. 11. 12. 13. This
Reft will not be difturbed by that great Rebellion of Gog and
Magog, and all the many People of the Nations whofe dominson
had been taken away at the Deftru&ion of Antichrift, but had 2
prolonging in life given them for this feafon and time of the Saints
Reign on the Earth, Dan. vii. 11. 12. Nor can this Oppofi-
tion put an End to this glorious Kingdom when the thoufand
Years are expired: For when thefe Rebels, incompafling the
Camp of the Saints, and the beloved City, are devoured by Fire
from God out of Heaven; and the Devil, that deceived them,
to oppofe Chrift’s Kingdom in its Glory, by a Temptation me-
ditated a thoufand Years, is caft into the Lake of Fire, the
Church will then be further exalted to reign with Chrift in the
Judgment of the unjuft Dead ; and, after that, to reign with
him for ever in the new Heavens, and the new Earth, and to
inherit the reftored Creation. So that the kingdom fball not be left
to other people,—and it fhall ftand for ever ; the faints fball poffe/s
dhe kingdom for ever and ever. 'Whereas they who expect an
exalted State and bleffed Reft to the Church in this World, be-
fore Death be deftroyed, are obliged to own, that this muit be a-
gain diminifhed and brought low before Chrift’s coming to Judg-
ment, to make it agree with the Scriptures, that fpeak of the
State of Chriftianity in the World toward the Time of his Co-

ming.
- THE END.
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