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The Fall of the Angels.

Jo H N vill. -40. 44. 43.

But wow ye feck to kill me, a man that hath tsld you the truth
which 1 have heard of God,——1Ye are of your father the devil,
and 1he lufts of your father ye will do: he was o murderer from
the beginning, and abode not in the truth ; beceufe the truth is
mot i bim. [Vhen he [peaketh a liey he [peaketh of fis own :
Sfor be is a liary and the father of it.  dud becaufe 1tell the

truth, ye belicve me not,

HE Trath that the Man Jefus beard of Gad was, Tho
art my leloved Son, in thee I am well pleafed, Luke
itl, 22. He heard this from the Father at the Ba-
ptilm of John, who was fent to manifelt him to

Ifrael, and who lare record that this is the Son of God, and
pointed him out as ibe Lamb of God that taketh away the fin of
the world, 'This Truth was immediately called in queltion,
and the Faith of Jefus tried by Satan in the Temptation, And
Jefus, when he had overcome him by the Word of God,
preached this Truth; and manifefted it, by the Prophecics of
the Old Teftament, by the Teltimony of Fehu Baptiff, by the
divine Works that he wroyght even as the Father, and by the
Father’s Tellimony : And he at laft died upon it ; referring to
his Refurrection, and the Gloty following his Sufferings, as the
full Proof of it. His Difciples, who believed this Truth, wor-~
fhipped him ; while it was the great Point of Religion with
them, as with every Few at that Time, to worfhip God only :

A 2 | And



4 The Eall of the Angels, Numb. 3.

And this Point was firongly held, again{t Satan, by Jefus, wha
received Worfhip from the Believers of this Trauth, And the
Fews, who believed it not, fought to kill him for it 5 as we fee
from johnv. 16. 17. 18. Aud theiefore did the Fews perfecute
Fefusy and frught to flay him, becaufe he bad done thefe things ¢n
the fabbath dup,  But Fefus anfwered them, lily Father warketh
hitherta, and I work, Therefore the Fews fought the more to kil
hint ; becanfe be ot only had brogen the fobbath, but fuid alf3,
that God was his Father, mating bimfelf cqual with God.  john
vill, §8. 59, Fefus fuid unto theiny Defore Abratam was, 1 A1,
Thren took they up flones to caft at b, Johnx. 30.—33. 1 and
iy Father are one.  Then the Jews iook up flones azaii b1 fisue
hino——Fr a good werk we floie thee nat 5 but for blafphemy, uind
becaufe thiu, being @ many makeft thyfelf (o, And they at laft
pafled a folemn Sentence of d-ath on him, as a Blafphemer,
for afferting this Truth; which was {oon after demonftrated
by his Refurre@ion from the Dead, and by the Delcent of the
Holy Gholt,

While the Jews were oppofing this Truth, they pleaded a
peculiar Relation to God, as his Children by their Father /-
rafam. But they knew not that this Privilege, whercin they
boalted, was founded in their flethly Relation to Chrift, that
Seed promiled to Abiratam, who is the Son of God.  And jefus
{ignified to them, that, while they were guilty of oppofing this
"Trath, they could be no otherwife in the Family of God, than
as Ifbmae! the Servant, the Son of the Bond-woman, was in
Abraba’s Houfe, who was calt out for perfecuting /fuac the
Son and Heiry and that the true and everlalling Freedom of
Children in God’s Houfe, in diftinction from BLond-men, 1s
only through him who is the truc Son of God.  And he fhewed
them the Vanity of their boafting in Abraban as their Father,
when they did not the Works of Abrakam, who rejoiced to fee
his Day afar off'; but did the Deeds of ancther Father, even
the Dcvil, who abode not in the Trath, and was a Murdcrer :
Yor they fhewed themfelves to be his Sced, by {eeking to kill
him who told them the Truth.

The Truth, then, wherein the Deui/ abode not, muil be that
fame which Abrabam believed and rejoiced in, and which this
{purious Secd of Abiaham difbelieved and hated. And {o we
kave here an Account of the Devil’s Fall from bis firtt Eltate.
He is here diftinguithed from the Angels that {tood, by this : He
Jtood nok in the Truth, This phinly imports, that this fame
Truth was made known to him, and fome way acknowledged
by him, before he fell 5 and that he fell by Apoftafy from it.

All the Angels are reprefented as harmonioufly prailing ?Od

when



Numb.3.  The Fall of the Augels. ;
when the Earth began to be formed, jm’; XERVI, 4.—7, Fhere
waft thou when [ !::m’ the foundatisns of the earth @ ——when the
m:mub fars fung together, and all the fons of Gad fhouied fir
7oy, As they were Witnellzs, from the Beginning, to the For-
mation of this vifible World out of the Earth without Form
and void, with the Darknels covering the Faceof 1t they could
not be Strangers to the uclcnmit}r wherewith it was finithed n
Man, whom the ey faw made in the image of Elcfim. And this
was a very proper Occafion for their having Notice of this great
Trath, That the Son of God was to be united with his Crea-
tures in Man, and in this Creature have Dominion over all
Things that were created by him, in Heaven and Earth, vifible
and invifible, whether Thrones, or Dominions, or Principali-
ties or Powers.  Whereas the cleét holy Angels ftand in the
humble Acknowledgment and Love of this Ttuth s the Devil,
with his Angels, fell by a proud Difaftection to it,  And {o he
became a Liar, and a Murderer ; as he was to the Parents of
Mankind, and, after the Truth was revealed to them, ftirred
up Gain his Llnld to murder b/, a Reliever and Lover of it.

The Devil, when he fell from the Truth, clnngcd the Word
of God, concerning the Tree of Knowledge of Goad and Evil, in -
to a Lre, by a faife Glofs; and fo decewed our {irft Parcnts, and
murdered Mankind, m his Fnmity to this Truth, And his
Children the Fews, under his Influence, turned the Revelation
of the Gld Teltament, conccrmng that éfez' the Alefizh, into a
Lie ; and fo killed the /i effinly for the Truth Whlth they con-
demned as Blafphemy.

They boalt in vain of the Sincerity of their Inquirics, and of
their Love to Truth in general, who have this Trath reveal-
ed to them as it is in the Gofpel, and yet cannot fubmit to
it 2 For this Truth never was, nor can be oppoled, without that
Deceit and proud Enmity, which came to be the Devil’s Cha-
racter, through his not ftanding in this fame Truth.

The Apoltle gives this Reafon why a Aszice, or one newly
planied in the Church, fhould not be put in the Bifhop’s Othce,
however he may appear otherwife qualified for it, /i, being iifi
ed up with pride, he fall ints the condempaticn ff!}:. : "'f/ £ Tim.
lit. 6. And this lets us fee, that the Devil fell by bcmg fifted
up with Priae: For he, finding himfelf a glorious Chicf anong
Angels, the highelt Order of (.reu.mrc‘;, and far excelling Man,
could not fubmlt to the Truth, could not bear the Thougkht,
that the Son of God, condeiccndmg to taite himflf with the
Creatures, fhould not take on him the Wature of Angels, but
become that lower Createre Man ; and, being made lower than

the Angcls for the fuffering ¢f Death, ) ﬂxould in his human Na«
' e,



6 The Fall of the Angels. Numb. 3.

ture, rule over Angels, as Servants to him, and his redeemed
Church of Mankind. Jefus oppofes his own Charaéter to this
Pride in the Devil, and in thofe who are under his Influence,
when he fays, [ have not a devil ; but 1 honsnr my Father ;——
and 1 feek not mine own glory., 'The Oppoflition made by Men to
the Truth, as it is revealed among them, flows alfo from their
Pride, defpifing the Son of God, in whom the Father is well
pleafed ; while they value themfelves by thofe Things wherein
they plory over one another, judging that it becomes God to be
well pleafed in them, beyond others whom he has not made
fo it for Acceptance with him. For thus we fee the Pharifee is
reprefented applying for the Favour of God, God, I thavk thee, [
am mot as other meny—or cven as 1his pablicen. It was this Pride
that moved the Fews to hate the Lord Jefus ; becaufe he tefti-
fied, that their Works of Rightcoufnefs were evil, and could
not pleale God ; and that he was well pleafed in him, his belo-
ved Son, who came to fulfil the law, which none of them were
keeping, and who came down from Heaven to give his Fleth
and Blood for the Life of the World. They could not bear the
Truth, by which, not the Righteous, but Sinners, were called to
Repentance, and the Publicans and Harlots went into the King-
dom of God before the Pharifees. Paul points ont this Pride
as the Spring of their Oppofition to the Golpel, when he fays,
Rom. X. 3. They being ignorant of God’s righteoufncfs, and going
asout to eftablifh their own righteoufuefs, have nst fubmitted them-
felves unto the righteoufiefs of God, \We cannot enter into the
Kingdom of Heaven, cxcept we be converted from this Pride,
that will not {fubmit to the Righteoufnefs of God ; and become as
little Children, receiving it as they who can do nothing to in-
title themfelves to it. And, by converting us from this Pride,
God tranflates us from the Power of Darknefs, or the Kingdom
of Satan, into the Kingdom of the Son of his Love, i whon

we have redemption through his blood, even the forgivenefs of fins,
The Oppofition that Judaifing Chriftians made to the Truth,
flowed alfo from this Pride, whereby they would glory in fome-
thing beftde Chrift’s Crofs. And this fame Pride is the Root of
the Antichriftian Departure from the Faith, and of all that Op-
pofition to Chrift in the Name of Chrift that we {ee in the World
called Chriftian, The Apoftles Peter and Fude compare this
Apoftaly of Autichrift to the Fall of the Angels, 2 Pet, ii. 4.
Jude, 6. Fude defcribes the Sin of thefe Angels, for which
they are referved in cverlafling chains under darknefs, unto the judg-
ment of the preat day, in this Manner, The angels which kept not
their beginning, but left their cwn habitation, This makes their
tin to be Apoftafly like that by which Jfrae/ fell in the Wildelg-
nefs,

!
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nefs, v 3. And that from which they apoﬁatized, was, fays
Fude, their own Beginning, and their proper Habitalion, The
Begimning, apyn, is a Title of the Son of God, frequent in the
New Teltament, taken, as would feem, from P:sv. viii. 22,
where Wifdom {ays, The Lord poffejfed me, the Begiming, bis
[Vay, before his works from thence, 'We fce him alfo cailed God’s
Way by Mofes, Exod, xsxiil. 13. And Jelus, referring to this,
calls himf{elf the [¥ay, Johnxiv. 4. 5.6. Now, this is the Be-
giming, God’s Way to his Works, that thele Angels kept not
when they abode not in the Truth. And we may fee from the
following Scriptures, what was their native Habitation which
they /oft when they {tood not in the Truth, Deut. xxxii, 27.
The elernal God thy refuge. Heb. Habitation, Phl. xc. 1.
Lord, tha haft been our dwelling-place. Plal. xci. 1. He that
dwelleth in the fecret place of the Moft High, fball abide under the
fhadzw of the Almighty ; andy 9. Becanfe theu hafl made the
Lord which is my refuce, even the Moft High, thy habitation,
PR Ixxi, 3. Be thau to me for a rock of havitation.  And the
Apoltle Fohn, {peaking of the Love of that Truth for the {ake
of which Chriftians love one another, even the Truth whercia
the Devil abode not, fays, 1 Fehniv. 15. 16. He that dwellath
in love, dwelleth in God,

The Devil kept not his Beginning, but left his own Habita-
tion, by feeking his own Glory afide from him who was his Be-
sinning, And fo, envying Man for the {ake of that Truth,
which he looked on as debafing to himfelf, he went cbout to de-
ceive him, and fought his Death, if thereby he might overthrow
the Truth. Yet this {ame Oppofition made Way for the Reve-
lation of the Truth among fallen Mankind to his Deftru&ion.
And when the 7ews, under his Influence, killed Jefus for tha
Truth, thisalfo ferved to difcover it more gloriou{ly, to the De-
{tru€lion of the Few:/h Nation, and the Salvation of the whole
Seed of the Woman. And the Son of God, through his Death,
deltroys the Devil, and delivers his own People of all forts of
Mankind.

And {o fhall the Truth always triumph over all the Deceit
and Violence wherewith it can be oppofed, to the Ruin of its
Oppolers, the Serpent and his Seed.

Tiia



The Fall of Man,

G EN. L. 1.~6,

O the ferpent was more fubtil thar any beaft of the
field which the Lord God had made : ——

It appeared {o in the Fad& here narrated,  And the New Te-
ftament lets us underftand how it came to be {o, by pointing to
this Paflage in defcribing the Devil as the Decciver of Mankind,
Rev. xii. 9. That old ferpent, called the Devil and Sutan, which
decervcil the whole world, Rev.xx.2.3. And he lad hold on
rhe dragon, that old ferpent, which is the Devil and Satan, and
bound-him a thoufand yearsy——rthat be fhould decerve the nations no
. more, till the ihoufund years fhould be fulfilled. 2 Cor.xt. 3. but
I fear, leff by any means, as the ferpent beguiled Eve through his
[fubtilty, fo your minds flould be corrupted froim the frmplicity that 1s
in Chrift. See ¥ 4. 13. 14. 15, 'This great Subtilty of the Ser-
pent was owing to the Pofleflion of the Devil. It was he that
opened its Mouth to {peak, And the lefs it had of natural Ca-
pacity for Speech and Reafoning upon what pafled betwixt God
and Man, it was the more fit to be his Inftrument in this Tem-
ptation,

v I.

And faid unto the woman, Yea, hath God fuid, Te foall
not eat of every tree of the garden 2

The Serpent’s {peaking and talking on this Subject proper to
Man, could not but furprife the Woman, confidering its natu-
ral Unfitnefs, and call in all her Attention and Thought to the
Caufe of an Effe@ {o extraordinary. And if we fhall {fuppole
the Serpent {itt eating of the Fruit of that Tree in the Woman's
Sight, and then fpeaking as it did ; this would lead her to think
of a Virtue in the Tree to enlarge the Capacity of a living Crea-
turc exceedingly in the Point of Wifdom and Knowledge: Yor
{hé had a Proof of it before her, if fhe faw a Creature, which
was fo far below her naturally, becoming capable to converle
with her by no other perceivable Means but the eating of that
Fruit, And this would ferve much to give Credit to the fol-
lowing bold Afertion of the Serpent, fn the day ye eat thereof,
ye fhall be as (724 ; and prepare her Mind to receive it,  The
Beginning of ilie Serpent’s Speech is abrupt : For it has been ob-
ferved, that the Hefrew Phrafe, here tranflated yes, ot yea be-
caufe, does not ufually bepin a Helbrew Sentence, but feeins to
refer to {omething going before,  And what fhould it refer to,
rather than the Serpent’s cating of the Tree of which it {peaks
to the Woman ? Yea, we have the very Words of /s/es for]it,
that
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that the WWoman was induced to eat of this Frmt, not only by
what fhe heard the Serpent {ay, but by what fhe faw: y 6. Aud
when the woman fiw, that the tree was god fur f23d,~—plealiiit
to the eves, and—15 be defired 19 make wifz, fbe tosk of e frait
theresf, anld did eqt. She could fee the Fruir laid open to her,
and behold it within as well as without, by the Serpent’s eating s
fhe could obferve the Serpent cating it with Signs of Pleafure
and Refrefhment s and fhe could behold the Mouth of the Ser-
pent opened to fpeak to her as Man, upon its eating of the I'ruit:
And how otherwife could he now fee, more than before, that
it was pleafant to the Fyes, good for Food, and to be defired
to make wife ? Thus the Serpent was more fubtil than any 1i-
ving Creature of the Ground ; beguiling the Woman, firit by
Aétion, and then by Words, both well fitted to deceive.

The Devil, poflefling the Serpent, knew well where to make
the Tmpreflion  this Attack., He applied himfelf to the Wo-
man, as molt cafily imprefled through the Delicacy of hey Con-
(Hitution 5 that by her, whom God had made a Help mcet for
the Man, and amiable above all Creatures to him, the whole
"Cemptation might come home upon him with the greatelt Force,
through the Tendernels of his Affedion to the Bone of his
Bone, and Flefh of his Fleth.  And fo we find Adom acknow-
{edging to God, that he was prevailed on by this to cat of the
Tree whereof he commanded him that he fhould not eat:
V11, Y2, The woman whom thay gaveft with w2y fhe gave me of
ihe breey and 1 did eat. _

Man was made to five by his Food ; yet not by that alone,
nor independent of the Author and Lord of his Life, who gave
him bis Meat whereby he fhould live, Gen. 1. 27. 29. and chap.
i1, 7. 8,9, 15. And this was the Tenor of the Grant, chap. 1.
16, 17. And the Lord God commanded the man, fuving, Uf every
trec of the garden thou mayft freely eak : but of the free of ti:
bnswledge of good and exil, thou fhalt not eat of it : for inthe day
that thou cateft thereofy thoa [halt furely die. "This declared
Man’s Dependence on God, of whom he held his Life and his
Food. And it was highly proper, that he fhould live, not by
his Meat alone, but by the Word of God, that granted him
Food for his Life with a Limitation and Referve, {hewing his
Dependence on the Author and Lord of his Lifc: So that his
breaking through this Limitation, and eating the forbidden Meat,
was renouncing his Dependence, and forfeited his Life. We
fee, inlike manner, the Grant of Flefh for Food to fallen Man
referves the Blood, to fhew his Dependence on the Atone-
ment which is by Blood: And the cating of it was cutting off,

B or
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or Death, by the Law of Mofes ; eyen as the New Teltament
makes it a Term of Communion in the Chriftian Church.

And here itis to be oblerved, that God dealt with Man, from
the very firlt, by Revelation, and what is called pofitive Infli-
tution ; and did not, even then, leave him to what was mani-
feft in him without Revelation, as the {fole Rule of his Obedience
and Subjection to God, upon which his Life depended.  He na-
turally knew God by the Things that are made, and had a na-
tural Senfe of Right and Wrong in his Confcience without Reve-
lation, But his Life depended not wholly on thie, Nor was
1t laid upon his Condu@, regulated by his own Reatoning, when
his Reafon was yet right, Tt depended on a Word of God {po-
ken to him.  And the Devily as be himfelf ffosd not in the Truth
that was revealed to him, tempted Man upon the Word that
God fpake to him, and not upon what was mamfeft in him with-
out Revelation. His Bufinefs was, to work upon his Senfe and
natural Knowledpe, and to turn his Realoning againlt the Re-
velation upon which he knew his Life depended.  So we find
him taking accafion from the Hunger of Jefus, to tempt him up-
on the Truth which he heard of the Father, the Revelation
made to him at his Baptilm, But bhe {tood firm agamft the
Tempter, and fotled him, holding the Point that our firft Pa-
rents had let go, viz. Man fhall wot live by bread aloie, but by
every word that proccedeth out of the msuth of Ged.

The Queftion that the Devil put in the Mouth of the Serpent
to the Woman, together with what fhe faw, ferved to raife a
Doubt in her Mind, and make her hefitate about the Goodnefs
of God in the Revelation of his Will concerning the Food of
their Lives, and that Tree; and likewife about the Truth of
God 1 that Revelation, as they had been made to underftand it.
In like manner, he moved a Queflion to Jefus, and fought to
raife a Doubt, from the Situation wherein he found him, about
the Truth that he had heard from the Father, defiring him to
feck a Proof of it in his prefent Condition: Matth. v, 2. 3.
Tefus~—was——an hungred,  And when the tempicr came to him,
Cbe faid, IF THOU BE THE SON OF GOD,
command that thefe flones be made bread ; and v 6. If theu be the
Son of God, caft thyfelf down. And whatever Length his Tem-
ptations may come, they ordinarily begin with a Queltion, and
a Doubt moved, to draw our Attention to Reafonings againft
Revelation.

Y 2. 3. And the woman faid wits 1he [erpent, We may eat of the
Jruit of the trees of ihe garden: but of the fruit of the tree
which is in the midfl of the garden, God bhath faid, Yz fhall nsf
est of 1ty neither foall ye touch ity left 5z die. | -

hig
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This Anfwer to the Devil’s Queftion has the Air of a Vin-
dication of the divine Goodnefs in his Word with refpeét to
heir Food, which fhe declares ; but, at the fame time, it be-
rays fome Bepinnings of a Doubt about it taking place in her
Mind., For, 1. She lhuns to call the forbidden Tree by the
Name given it in the Prohibition, The tree of the knowledse of
good and evil ; as {ufpe@ing, from what fhe faw, that it was {o
called, not becanfe it ferved as the Teft to prove Good or Evil
in Man, but on account of fome Vittue in it to make wife:
which fhe could not reconcile with God’s denying the Ufe of
it on Pain of Death to Man, whom he had made for Know-
fedge. 2. She exprelles the Threatening {oftly, and {mooths
it : Left ye die, ({ays fhe), in place of [n the day thou cateft
theresf, thou fhalt furely die,  And this fhews {ome Hefitation
in her Mind about Severity in the Threatening, which, if exe-
cuted as it was faid, fhe could not reconcile to the Goodnefs
of God. This fhe had by applying her Mind to inquire into
hidden Caufes; which was none of her Bufiefs, Tt belonged
not to her to reafon about the declared Will of her Creator,
to reconcile it with Appearances; but to know and do her
Duty, according to the plain Command which the here con-
fetles.

v 4. §. And the ferpent faid unto the woman, Ye fhail ot fure-
ly ate : for God doth know, tioat in the day ye eat theresf, then
sour eyes (hall be cpened ; and ye fhall be as Gad, knswing gosd and
evil. -

Here the Tempter purfues his Advantage, and prefles upon
that Place where the Woman’s Mind began to waver and give
oround : For whereas fhe halted at the Confiftency of the
Threatening, in its full Force, with the divine Goodnefs ; he
boldly denics the neceflary Connexion betwixt Difobedience
and Death, and fays, Ye fball nst furely die.  And then, to
fupport this, he gives fuch a Meaning to the Name that God
gave the forbidden Tree, as agreed with what fhe /ew. And
from that Appearance, as a Fadt, he athrms, that God gave
it that Name, becaufe he knew, that, in place of dying in
the Day they did eat thereof, they would become wife as God.

If we take Auswing gosd and evil in the Devil's Senfe here,
where he commences Interpreter of Revelation to Man, he
muft be faying fomething like this: ¢ Ye fhail be moral Phi-
““ lolophers, excellent Reafoners, and Judges upon the cternal
‘“ Fitnefs of Things: And, in place of being {ubje&, as you
““ arc now without afking Queftions, to the Will of God no-
¢ tified to you 1in the fimple Didtates of your Confcience, or

“ in Revelation, as not knowing like him what is fit for you,
B2 ““ you
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“ you fhall be able to know by your own Reafoning, what is
¢ good and what is evil ; and to judge for yourfelves, inde-
‘¢ pendently of God, and from your own Infight into the Na-
““ ture of Things, what is fit or unfit, and what is good and
‘“ bad : And fo you fhall be wife enough to condu@ yourfelves
¢“ in this Matter, even fuppoling there were no God to com-
‘““ mand or direct you, And you fhall be no lefs capable to
*¢ know and to judge how it is proper the Deity thould deal
¢ with you, what he fhould in Realon expeét from you, and
““ how he ought to treat you as to happinefs or mifery.” If
all this was not intended at firlt by the Devil, one Thing is
ceitain, it has appeared at lalt among Mankind whom he de-
ceives, efpecially among fome who look on themfelves as the
wifeft,

But, whatever he intended by beriig as God, kurwing gosd and
cuif, it 1s manifelt, that his wrefling the Word of God to Man,
as he did, ferved to corrupt Man’s natural Inclination to
Knowledge, and to the Imitation of God ; and tended to pof-
fefs his Mind with {uch Thoughts of God, as would make him
a Sinner after the Devil’s own Likenefs. For, 1. He rcpre-
{fents God as dealing deceitfully with Man in his Word to him,
which he perverts, and changes into a Lie, And when the
divine Veracity was queftioned in Man’s Mind, it loft Truth,
and he became deceitful in conceiving of God as dealing de-
ceitfully with him. 2. He reprefents God to our firft Parents,
as denying them the Ufe of that Tree which he knew would
be more beneficial to them than any thing he had beftowed
on them, And when this took with them, they became alie-
nated from God; Enmity took place in their Souls, and they
became evil and malignant, by allowing of a Thought agamit
the divine Goodnefs in forbidding them the Ufe of that Tree
on Pain of Death. 3. He prelents to them Nusure afide {rom
God, and points out the Power of Nature in that forbidden
Tree, as able to raile them, without God, to a State far ex-
celling that wherein God had placed them, cven to make them
wife as God.  And when they hearkened to this, then atheifti-
cal Pride took pofleflion of their Souls. They came fhort of
the Glory of God, and began to feck their own Glory, alide
trom their Creator, relying on Nature to make them as God,
knowing good and cvil. In this Manner did the Devil draw
his own Image on Man; and Man became like him in Deceit,
and Eumity, and Pride, as much as he could be witheut know-
g that Zruth from which the Devil apollatized ; and fo very
it to refilt and oppofe that Truth, when it fhould be revealed

to him.
:‘I’ 61 jﬂfé
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v 6. And when the womai Juw that the tree was good for
food, and that it was pleafant to the cyes, and a ree to be de-
fired to make wife, fhe tok of the fruit theresf, and did eat ; —

Thefe three Things, which were {et before her Eyes by the
Adtion of the Serpent that {pake to her, moved her to cat of
the forbidden Tree, when fhe was perfuaded, by what it {aid,
that Death wounld not be the certain COnfequencc of her eat-
ing. And thefe Motives aftected her Heart, her Seul, and her
Mind, or her Soul, Body, and Spirit ; and tainted all the three
Lives with Enmity to God, that plainly (hewed itfelf in cuting
of the Tree whercof he commanded that they fhould not eat.
See Kom, viil. 7. And, by being thus moved to eat of that
forbidden Tree, the luft of the flefh, the luf} of the eyes, and
the pride of life, took the Place of that Lzoe which God requires
in the <whole Heart, the whale Soul, and the whole Mind,  Love
to any Thing more than God, and without him, is Lyff. And
our inclining to gratify any of our Appctites in any Point be-
yond the Limits {et to them in the divine Law, is Concup:-
[eeice, and Enmity againft God ; though thefe Appetites be in
themfelves good, and the Gratification of them, within the
Bounds of God’s Law, be lawful, and right, and confiftent
with the Love of God. The Corruption thatis in the World 1s
through Luft in thele three Branches, all fpringing from this
firlt Tranfgreflion. The forbidden Tree was thought good for
Fssd; and here began the Luft of the Flefh, or the Love of all
{enfual Pleafures more than God. It wasa Defjre to the Eyes ;
and here the Luft of the Eyes, or Covetoufncefs, entered the hu-
man Soul. And 1t was 9 be defired to make wife; here Pride
and Ambition took place: For though there were not yet thefe
many Things in the Life of fallen Men wherein they feek to
glory and boalt themfelves 5 yet there 1s none of thefe Things
more boalted 1n than Wifdom, and there is no Pride of Life
greater than the Pride of Knowledge, 2en hardly bear Con-
tempt as ignorant and foolifh, and refent nothing more than a
Reflexion on their Wifdom. And a Man’s faying to his Bro-
ther, Thou Fosl, 1s a Tran{greflion of the Law that fays, Thex
fhalt not Lill,

And gave alfs wito ber hufband with bzry and he did cat.

His eating was from the fame Motives, but inforced to him
by the Affeftion betwixt him and the Woman, which was cor-
rupted, and turned againit Ged, by becoming fubfervient to
this Difobedience.  For when the Woman was deceived and in
the Tranfgreflion, her Aflettion to her Hufband fhewed itfelf
to be corrupted, 1n fetting her on to make him partake with
her, and fe tempt him to Difobedience.  And his Affetion to

her
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her was the Channel by which the Temptation was conveyed
to his Mind ; and by it the Motives to the eating of the Fruit
of the Tree found Accels to him, and prevailed on him to cat
of it.  And hencc came that Shame, which they knew not
while that Paflion was not corrupted, and before it ferved, as
it now did, to make them Tranlgreffors of the divine Law.
See Gren, 1i. 25, & chap. 11, 6. 7. While they were innocent,
they had no Caufe of Shame or Fear. And therefore, when
Adam hid him{elf from the Prefence of the Lord, being afraid be-
canfe he was naked, the Lord {aid, #ho told thee that thon waft
nuked ? Haft thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee,
phat thow [fheuldft wot eai 7 This Shame flowed from the Con-
{cioufvels of Guilt, which they knew not before they {inned.
The Punifhment of Sin is called in Scripture evcrlafling Shame.
And Chrift, bearing our Sins, fuffered Shame. But this Shame
of our firlt Parents pointed to the Organs of that Connexion
betwixt them, which {erved to make Adwm a Sinner; {o they
{ought a Covering to thefe: For as the Woman gave the Fruit
to her Hufband with her ; {o he faid, The woman, whom 1hou
paveft WITH ME, fbe gave me, and [ did cat.

The Apoltle gives this Influence of the deceived VWoman
upon the Man in the firlt Tranfgreflion, as a Reafon why he
commands the Chriltian Woman to learn in Silence with all
Subjedtion, and fufters her not to teach or diftate to the Man,
I 7m0 11,12, 13, 14,

And as we*have a divinc Revelation that ferves to recover
us from all the difmal Confequences of that firlt Tranfgreflion;
let us learn from this Paflage, to take heed of Temptations,
arifing {rom our Bread, or from our Inclination to the other
Sex, moving us to queftion any thing of the Truth of that
Revelation, or to venture upon the Tranfgreflion or Negleét of
the leait Command or Inftitution of that Revelation, with Hopes
of Impunity, Let us be jealous over ourfelves, left by any
means, as the Serpent beguiled £ve through his Subtilty, our
Minds fhould be corrupted from the Simplicity that is in Chrift 2
And, inftead of philofophifing upon the Revelation, or {eck-
ing any \Way to be wife above what is written, let us believe

and obey the plain fimple Word of God, which is our greateit
Wildom.

CENESTIS
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GEXNEst1s . 22, 23,

Al Jevswal Elbim foidy Belsldy the man is become es cie of
aiy 49 Xivssw good and eoil, And isw, loft Fe fhonld put footh hig
hand, Gid take ::yé of the tree of life, and eat, end live for coer;
therefore Jelovib Elibins fent hin; [farth from the gardei of Eden,
to till the grevad from wherce ke was taken,

PARADP HRASE.

Behold Man has renounced his Dependence, and is become
independent, as a divine Perfon, to know Good and Evil of
himfclf, and to be his own Dire&tor by his Wifdom and Rea-
foning. With this View he ate of the forbidden T'rec; and,
having cntered upon this Courfe, he will purfuc it.  And now,
left, by doing what fecems good to him, he fhould prefume, that
the Life forfeited by renouncing his Subjeéion, is due to him;
and fo take and cat of that Tree, which ferved once as a Sign
to affure him of Life by his Obedience, and think to live for
cver by it, cven as he thought to be wife as God by cating of
the other Tree: Thercfore let him be fent forth from the Gar-
den, where he was to live happy by his Obedience, to till the
Ground from whence he was taken, till he return to his original
Duft, and fo to fecl the Effe@s of his Difobedience, according
to the Sentence paffed on him.

Obferves on the Sermon on the Mount.

MATTH. v. VI, and vil.

Ol 1. HE Law of which our Lord here fpeaks, faying,

he came to fulfil ity and calling his Difciples to
obey it, is the fame that his Apoltle Paul fpeaks of, in his E-
piftle to the Remans, cven the Lew that (&:’d, Theu fhilt nst co-
vet.  And it is the fame that his Apoftle 7omes alfo fpeaks of,
when he fays, Whfeever fhall keep the whele Lavw, and yet offend
tn orey lie is guilly ¢f all ; for he that faid, Do nst conmit c.iul-
tery, faid alfo, Do nut Kill,  New if thou commit nio adultery, yet
if theu kill, theu art become a tranfgreffir of the low. He calls
this the royal law, the perfedt law of literty, and the lawo of i
lerly whereby we flall be judged, ‘This is the Law that was
contained in the ten Weopds that God fpake to Jfrael from Si:i
and that is fummed up in thefe two by our Lord, T/sn fhalt .o
the Lord thy God with gl thy Lsarty foul and mird, and, Thox

[reli
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fhalt liwe thy neighbour as thyfelf. And he fays, On thefe tws
commandments bang all the law and the prophets. His Dilconrfe
here goes upon this Law, even the Law that faid to the ancicits,
Thou fbalt not kill, and, Thou fhalt not commit adultery.

When he makes mention of the Fudoment, and the Council,
and of the fudge, the Adverfary, the Officer, and the Prifon, he
refers to the Judgment in the Nation of /frae/, and to what is
called the judicial Law. But he only takes a Similitude from
this, and ufes it as a Figure of the eternal Judgment that be-
longs 1o the Law as he here pives it.  And he, at the {ame time,
refers in the fame way to the Service of the Tabernacle, when
he {peaks of bringing the Gift to the Altar : Yor he ufes that
only as the Type of the heavenly Aitar, and heavenly Worthip
of the New Teltament Chuorch, or Amgdom of Heaven ; which
is infinuated to us in this Sermon on the Mount, by what he
fays of direting our Prayers to our Falher in Heaven, and of
Serving God, in oppofition to Mammon, by laying up Treafurcs
in Heaven, and of looking for that great Reward in Heaven,

So we muft conceive the Law, in this Sermon, as {tanding
quite abltracted from its particular Application to the peenliar
State of the Nation of Ifrac/, in the Precepts and Judgmouts of
the Covenant made with that Nation at Sinar,

I, 1t was far more eafy to keep the Law, as it {lood in the
Covenant of Sinai, to be obeyed by the Nation of J/rael, with
the Promife of national Happinefs, and the Threatening of tem-
poral Evils and Death, to be executed by the Judges, than it is
to keep it according to the Account that the Lord gives of it in
this Sermon, | ) |

For, in his Account, he thatis angry with his Brother with-
out a Canfe, is liable to the Judgment as a Murderer ; he that
looks on a Woman to lult after her, commits Aduliery ; and
ke that {wears by any Oath in common Converf{ation, is a Ta-
ker of God’s Name in vainj he that, in place of patiently
bearing Wrongs, {tudies to redrels and defend himfelf by reven-
ging Evil on his Enemy, and fhews hatred to him, by neglect-
ing to do him all the Good in his Power, tran{grefles the Law
of Love to his Neighbour ; he that gives Alms, and that prays
and fafts, otherwife than as in the Sight of the Father in Hea-
ven, is as if he did not thele Duties of Religion atall ; and he
that lays up Treafures for himfelf on the Earth, in place of lay-
ing them up with the Father in Heaven by Almfgiving, and who
15 anxious for the Future, in place of trufting him with his Life,
i3 a covetous Man, and an Idolater, a Worfhipper of Mammon
1 place of God.,

Surely it was not in this View of the Law that Pan/ could flay
1
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he was tsuchiug toe righleoufnefs which 15 in the law Wamelefs.
Nor could the voung Man who came to fefus allang what he
lonld do to inherit eternal L.m, have the Com1mm.hncnt<;
in this View, when he {aid, A/ 1iefe have 1 e o from ey youth
i

jlf the Nation of /fice/ kept the Letter of the Law; if they
did not tranfgrefs it {o as to be liable to Punithn ient by t[lL
Tudges, this was their Righteoufnels 5 and this had its Re eward.
cven the national catthly Happuels prnmmd in God’s Covenant
with that Nation, A Man might be blemelefs as 1o this Rizh-
teoufnefs, and yet very guilty as a Tran{greflor of thr., Law in
our Lord’s ﬂt.count of it. He loved the young Man, who
could fay, .4/ thefe neve 1 dept ; becanfe he had tlm Ru‘htv—
oufnefs of the Letter, which God rewarded with the Happinels
of the carthly Inbentance s But he could not, by this Righte-
oufnefs, inherit eternal Life.

Yet there was a Foundation 1n the Law of Mofes, for the
Account that the Lord here gives of it.  For when that Law
fays, Thou fhalt wst cooet, it plainly touches the Thovghts and
Intents of the Heart,  And this {erved to convince him of Sin,
who f{aid he was touching the rightesnfusf which is n the law
Mlamele/s.  We may alfo fee the fame T hing from that Com-
mandment, Th fhalt love the Lord thy Gad with all thy leart,
and wwith ol tisy [5 ;-*/ and with all thy firength : As likewile frnm
the Lord’s T hrcatcnmgs, by Mofts, to punifhi Men for a wic-
ked Thought in their Hearts. =

The Righteoufnets of the Seribes and Pharifees may be called
the Rinhteauﬁmfs of the Letter of the Law, But the Righte-
oufinefs that is called for in this Sermon, is the l’mhtcoufncfs
of the Spirit of the Law, This is far more bcyond our Power
than the Rightcoulnefs of the Letter.  And by this we may per-
ceive that Chrift came not to free us from the Bondsge of the
Law, and make it an eafy 1%42 to us, by giving down any
Thing of its Demand, or by teaching us a mwore caly Way of
obeymg it, to make ourfelves nglncous thercby. He infifts
upon every Jot and Tiitle of the Law’s Demand, according to
its Spirit and full Import, as well as its Letter.  And he aflures
us, we cannot enter his Kinpdom, cxcept our rightesufuefs ex-
ceed tie righteoufugfs of the Jor ibes and Phar ifees.

Our Lord here gives us the Spirit of the Law, as the Law
of his Kingdom, the ropa/ Law, which Fames calls the perfeit
Lazw.

111. The Law, as here delivered by the Lord Jefus to his
Difaples, vefers 10t £0 temporal Judgment, as it did when de-

G lvered
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. 3
flivered to the Nation of ffrae/ by Afsfes 5 but it refers wholly
to eternal Judgment. |

The Ponithment of Difobedience to the Law, as here given,
is, cafting into helly and bell-fire ; the fame with czerlaffing fire,
and the fire that never fhall be guencheld, Matth, xviil, 8. g,
MMark 1x. 43.

“And the Reward here promifed, and annexed to the required
Obedience, 1s heayenly and eternal j 1he bugdom of heuven, the
{ame with 1he everlafting kingdom of our Lord anl Savionr Tefus
Chrift, 2 Petoi. 11, There is nothing temporal here promifed
to the Obedient, (who are called to bear Injuries without refent-
ing them, and are {uppofed to be fuffering Perfccution for Righ-
teenfnefs fuke), but only the adfing of Food and Raiment to
them, fecking firlt the Kingdom of God, and his Rightcoufnefs,
in diltinction from the Nations of this World, fecking what to
eat and drink, and wherewith to be clothed for the future, by
laying up to themfelves Treafures on the Farth for that Purpofe.
‘The Reward whevewith their heavenly Father fhall reward them
openly, the Bleflednels promifed them, is no other than the
Bleffeduefs of being recompenfed at the refurreition of the jufh.
"This will appear to us in the following {criptural View of the
Beatitudes. | o
—THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.
2 Tim, iv. 18, And the Lord fhall deliver me from every evil
worky and will proferve me unto his heavenly kingdom,

~——THEY SHALL BE COMFORTED., Rev, xxi.
4. God fhall wipe away all tears from their eies ; and there [hall
Le ny more death, neither forrow, wsir crying, neitker fhall theie be
any more pain : for the former thinos are paffed away,

——THEY SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH. Rev.
V. 10—l we fhall reign on the carth, Chap.xx. 6. Blofed
and boly is he that hath part in the firlt refurreciion: on fuch the
fecond deatly hath no power, but they [hall be priclls of God, and of
Chrifty and fhall reign with him a thoufund years. Plal. xxxvil.
9.10. 11. 34. For evil doers fhall be cut off = but thofe thet wait
upon the Lord, they fhall inherit the earth,” Far vet alittle while,
and the wicked fhall not bhe.—But the meck fhall inherit the earth,
end fhall delight themfeloes in the chundance of peace.—Wait on
the Lord, ard kecp bis wav, and Fe fhall exdlt thee ta inderit the
earity : when the wicked are cut off, thew fhalt f22 it.  Dan. ii.
44. Aud in the days of thefe kings, fhall the God of heazen foi up a
kingaom which never fhall be deftroved.  And the kingdom fhall st
oe left to other pesple. It fhall break in pieces, and cnfime al!
thefe kingdoms, and it fhall ftand fir cver.  Chap. vil, 26. 27!
Put the jadgment Mall ity and ihey Jidll take away bis doninion,
' 13
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1o conftme, and io deffray unto the end.  And the kngdsm and do-
minion, and the greatuefs of the bngdon wnder the whole beaven,
thall be piven to the pesple of the jnm of the Maft High Dues,
qwhofe z{mfrn’ m is an evcrlufling kingdom, and all dominians YA ll
ferve ﬂmf ohey him.

——THEY SHALL BE FILLED. Rev.vii. 16.
v7. They Jhull hunoer no mere, neither thivft any more.——For
the Lamb which is i the midff of the throne, Ihall feed them.
THEY SHALL OBTAIN MERCT.
Jude 21, Losking for the mercy of our Lard JFofus Chrift wnto eter-
nal life. 2 Tima i, 18, The Lord grast unto him that he may
find mercy of the Lm [ 1n that dy,

THEY SHALL SEFAR GOD, Rev.xi

o They fhall fee bis foce,  Job xix. 26, Aud thaugh after my
h; ff WHINS dcﬂf.y this bady, vet in iy flofy fhall ] [re God.,

I John iil. [Vhen le j&h’/ appear, we fhall be like hin: -
Jor we fhall /E.e bim as be is.  Aud ever 3 aan that hath 14 /rf}”'
in bimy purifierth bimfelf, even as he is pure.

THEY SHALL BE CALLED THE
CHILDREN OF GOD. Luke xx. 36, They—are
the children of Gady leing the children of the refurrection.
~ Rom. viii. 19. 23. The ’"yf,/fﬂr:fu of the fous of Gode—The
adsptisn, o wity the redemption of the baiy, "Rev. xxiv 7. 1 will
be his Geody and fejfv:z/f be my fon,

—GREAT IS YOUR REIVARD IN HE A-
VEN: FOR SO0 PERSEGCUTED THET
THE PROPHETS WHICH WERE BEFORE
TOU. Rév. xi. 18, —The tivie of the ch.:.f, that they fhould
be juwdged, aid that thou fbaulifi cive vewerd unty thy [ﬁ’?‘ﬂﬁ?ﬂj‘
1ie fre fp/!ﬁt.f and to the Jaints, :w! H,?m i fear thy nane,
fiaall and greaty and fhonldft deftioy them wiich deflray the earth.

1V. The Lou;l Jefus gives us the Law here in the Shape
wherein he came to fulfil it, who 1s the End of the Law for
Rightcoufnefs to every one that belicveth,

He declares, that he came not to flacken the Demand of the
Law, or to loofe the Connexion betwixt every Sin and the
Curfe of God, or to make the Condltlon of Life and Term of
Acceptance with God lefs than a perfe& Obedience 3 but that
he came to fullil it: For he & 1ys, Trunx nst that I am come to
acflry the law or the prophets . 1 aw not come to deflray, but

© Compare chiap, vit, 12. &chap. xxii. 370 38. 39, 40.
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io fullil®.  For verily I [ay anto you, Toll heaven and carth pafs,
oie jol or one tittle fball in no wife pafs from 1he law, 1Al @ll e
done,

And truly this was the great Errand upon which the Son of
God came forth from the Father, and came into the W orld, to
fatisfv the Demand of the Law, and folfil all Righteoufnefs for
Sinners.  Gal. iv. 4. g, But when the fulnefs of tle time wus
comey, God font forth bis Son made of a wonsan, made wunier the
fa'w, to redeem them that were winder 1he /:wa, that wwe fzs.fsjfﬁ: -
ceive the adption of fins, Heb. x. 5, 6. 7. When he conctp in-
10 the susrld, be faith, Sacrifice and sffering thow aidff nt will,
Eut @ body Faft thon prepared yie 3 in burni-offeriugs and fin-offer-
fngs thou waft nst well pleafed.  Then faid 1, Lo, Lcome (in the
oslune of 1he bosk it is wiitten of me) to do by will, O God.
Phl. x1. 8. Thy law is within my beart,

We fece him profefling this great Undertaking, to fulfil all
righteoufnefs for his People, at Fabw’s Baptilm, and the Fathey
then teftifying his being well pleajed iz him. Even as, when
he had performed that Undertaking, and finifhed that VWork of
Righteoufnefs in his Death, the Father demonftrated himfelf
well pleafed in bin:, as having aone bis will, by raiflmg him {rom
the dead, and recompenfing his Service under the Law with
that {ame glorious heavenly Reward that is {ct before us here in
this Sermon on the Mount.

‘The Charaéers wherewith we fee the Bleflings here conneted,
ngree to himfelf in the firlt place ; and they are not to be found
in their Perfection, but in him alone.— T/e poor tn fpirit ; —-
that movrn ; —— the meek ; —— which banger and thirft afler
righteoufiefs s —— the merciful ; —— the pure in heart ; the
peace-makers ; —— which are perfecited for righleoufnefs fulke,
And certainly no Man ever fulfilled the Law, in every Jot and
‘Tittle, as it is here given, but he alone.

L

That great Reward in Heaven, which is here {et before us,

* To fulfil the Law here, muft be to do it fully ; even as we fee, ¥ 19.
doing thefe Communds oppofed to loofing them, juftas fulfilling is here,  But
a certain Author of a Catechifin, who pretends to confine himfelf to Seri-
pturc-words, could not forbear giving us this Glofs on the Text, That Chuilt
came fully to preach the Law.  And he fupports it by two Texts, where our
Tranfiators, either in the Text or Maroin, have rendered the fame Greek
Word, to preach fully.  But it will appear, thatin both thete Texts the Greek
Waid fhould have been rendered, # fuliil, as here, according to its ufual and
proper Siznification. The fivftis Ko, xv. 19, ; where 1t appears, from y7 18.
that the Apoftle calls making the Gentiles obedient, fulfilling the Gofpel.
And the other is Col.i. 25.; where the following Verfes (hew, that Pan/ 1s

faying, his Miniftry fulfilled God's Word in the figwative Prophecics of the
Old ‘Teftament,

IS
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is no other than the Reward of the Obedience of the Son of
God, made under the Law, to fulfil it for us, It was by this
that we could receive the Adoption of Sons, and not by our
own Service. It s only in his Right that we can reccive the
Reward of the Inheritance: For he is the Ssiz; and, /f he zate
us fieey, we fhall be fiee indecd,  And by this only can we Sin-
ners look up to the holy God, as our Father, afk of the righ-
teolts Father the Remiffion of our Sins, truft in him as our Fa-
ther, and cxpedt to find him our Rewarder, as we are here cal-
led to do.

Thus the Son of God hath delivered us {rom the Fondage of
the Law, without giving down any thing of its juft Demand :
And, in place cf ¢ yrke which we were nat able to bear, he hath
made it, as Fomes calls it, the law of fiterty, to us.

V. The Lord Jefus gives the Law to his Difciples here, in
the Shape wherein he fulfilled it, or according to the Spirit of
it, to be obferved by them, as the Proof and “yidence of their
being his Difciples, his Brethren, and fo the Children of his
Father, in diftin&tion from the reft of Mankind.

This is plain enough from his Words : Lﬂt sour light fo /7.
before men,  that they may fee yeur gosd werls, m:ri q[m fy } 123
Father which is in beawen.——[hofz 2var [hall 5: eah ons ..ff inefe
feaff commands, and fhall teach wen fiy be fhall be called the f'em"r
in the kingdom of hewven———Vhat reward heoe ye P——Mhar
ye more than atirers ?——Do ust coen the Jrublicans /5 d——T hat
ye may be catled the children of yonr Failer wal} is T heauver
For after all thefe things ds ib natisns fesk : for your fwrveﬂ!y Fa-
ther tuoweth that ye have reed of thefe things, And then will
1 prafefs unto t/*w, [ never knew you : d.:y‘rarf from me ye that
work wquity,  And we fee, in the Conclufion of this Sermon,
he diftinguifhes thofe who are faved by him, and fhail inherit
his Kingdom of Heaven, from all falfe Profellors of his Name,

and Hypocrites, who fhall perifh {rom his Prefence in the Judg-
nient, by their bearing thefe his Surings, and doive them.  A-
gICC‘ﬂH}f to tlus, the Apoﬁle Fawes, fpc:ﬂlun of thls {ame Law,
{ays to Chuiftians, Fames 11, 12. So fpeak ye, and f3 do, as Jf,:y
that fball ke judoed by the low f.gf liberty.

The Lord plainly fuppoles them, who hear thefe Sayings of
his, and do them, believing him to be the Son of God come
wio the World, or made of a Woman, made under the Law,
to fulfil ity and 1o looking on God as a Father through him,
and h'mng a Refpeé to that orcat Reward of his Gbedience that
the Father pives him and all his Brethren in joint Heirfhip with
bim, God may be called the Father of Mankind, in a Senfe
whercin he s the Father of the Angels that fell, and of lC‘v'ﬁlY

iving




22 Serinotr oir the Moeunt,  Numb., 4.

hving Creature, as well as of the Evil and the Unjuft, upon
whom he alfo makes bis Sun to rife, and his Ram de{cend, even
as upon the Good and the Jult. But, according to the Gofpel,
we are not the Children of God- but by Faith in Chrift Jefus;
nor can we know the Father, but by the Faith of the Son of
God. And it is evident from the whole of this Sermon, that
there muftt be a Refpe@t to him in doing the Things that the
Lord Jefus here fays; and that nonc do them but they who
know the Name of the rightesns Father, which the World knew
not, and which Jelus manifefted to his Dilciples, to whom he
gave that Word he heard from the Father, and believed, This
s my belsved Souy inubom L am well pleafed.

This Faith then muft be the Principic of the Obedience that
the Lord here requires of his Difciples as the Evidence of their
being his Brethren, the Children of his Father: Even as their
Inability to do what he fays, is the Feeblenefs of their Faith
with refpet to his Iather; as he pl ﬁnly [ranities to them, when,
rebuking their Pronenefs to that tadizg thought which he for-
bids, he fays, O ye of little fuith, The l\nowlrdgc of the Son
of God is their proper Light. This is their Light that mult
fhine in their good \m'm]xs to the Glory of their l“ltll»‘;‘l which
35 in Heaven.  And what can be {o proper for reconciling us
Sinners to the Law of God, as the Belicf of this, that our Re-
conciliation to God, and Acceptance with him as our rather,
is only by his Son’s coming 1o fulfil it 2 If we believe, that our
l{cdcmptlon from the Curfe, that is infeparable from every Trani-
greflion, 1s through his being made o Cur {c for us; muit not
this Belicf, {o far as it operates on our Hearts, alicnate us from
all Ummhtcm (hefs  And if we believe, that our Acceptance
with God as his Children, is only through his Son's fuliilling
the Righteoufne(s of this Law for us ; will not this Beliel make
us have a Refpect to ail thefe annnndments and influence us
to love all this Rightecoudnels? We cannot be faid to have a Re-
{pect to the Recompence of Reward, if we love not the Righ-
tcoufnels which intitles us to that Reward : and we are not Jo-
ving it, if we be not {tudying Conformity to it, If we look {or
eternal Life throuoh Chrilt’s Obedience ta the Death 3 the Con-
{equence of this mut be, our following him in that Obedience
unto that Life,

We may therefore fay, that he who regards not thele Say-
ings of the Lord Jefus, and f{tudies not to do them, believes
not that the Son of God came down from Heaven to do them,
and thereby to procure eternal Life for us; and that he is not
founding his Hope of eternal Life on the Righteoulnefs of the
Son of God, but on {fome other Ground befide that; and fois
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as the ﬁ:m"{/l: bushder, that budldy not his haufe on the rock, but on
the fard,

And we may {ce, that the Taith of Chrift’s hwmg come to
fulfil the Law for Sinners, being the Principle of our Cbedience
to it, makes us walk at Liberty in doing what the F.aw I'Lilhllﬂb,
niakes onr Chedience {ree as the Obcdimcc of Children, tm dii-
finction from the Service of Slaves, He that believeth on the
Son of God, who came to {ulfil the an [osketh Cas Fames {ays)
ity the j*Jﬂ,L’f laze of literty, and '”M'”fib and heino nat o
m fff:ff:f hearer ; but a doer r‘f 1‘/":3' W 1, //Fffff {0 i}fj/r, [ 11 /};J (l5-
g Whereas they who go about to eftablifh a Rightcoufnefs of
their own by the Works of the Law, are under the Curfe.

V1. Though the Lord Jelus requires Perfetion of his 13ifci-
ples, when he gives them the perfect Law as he {ulfilled it for
them; yet he docs not difltingmith them heve {rom other Men
by the Perfection of their Obedience to this 1 Law, or by thew
doing thefe 8 Sayings ok his without Gﬂulqu in onc Point.

" He indeed requires Perfection. And it the Demand of his
per telt Law be Sincerity, then it mudt be the Perfection of Sin-
cerity 5 which comes to tl e fame thing,  For if he ICquIC not
PcrtLétlon of his Dilciples, they cannot find themiclves Sinners

in coming thort of Perfection, or offending in one jot or Tit-
tle; there being no Tranfprefion where there is no Lavw,

But he makes not the Diltinélion betwist them and other Meiy
to lic in the Perfection of their Obedience: For he direéts them
to pray cvery Day to their Iather for ihe Forpivenefs of thet
Sing, even as for their duily Bread, while he diftinguithes
them from the Hypocittes and ihe Hmthen i their Pr.lyf:lcr
And with refpect to this, he lays, If ye firgive wot men their
trofpafles, neither will yeur Father foroice your trefpaffes,  As he
fuppofes Men trefpafling againft them, be likewile fuppofes
them, even when perfecuted by the World for Righteoufnefs,
nlke, and offended by their Brethren, trelpafling agmn{t thelr
Father, and nceding Forgivenels from him daily, as they daily
need their Bread.  Now, this is one of thefe Sayings of the Lord
Tefus which his People, n dittin¢tion rom others, muft hear,
and do, That thev fhould daily pray bis Father and their Father
for the Forgivencs of their Sins, as they fhould always forgive
when they pray, if they have ought againft any,  And he {up-
poles not any Day to theis, nor any Time when they enter
their Clolet to pray, wherein they have no Trefpafs to confels
to their Father who feeth in fecret, and difcerns the Thoughts
and Intents of the Heart. If we conflider the Law as the (-
eft Se&t of Fewws held it, or as any {ort of Men hold it when they

accommodate it to theiv own Ability, we might foy they would
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not have Sins to confefs, they would not have Trefpaffes to be
daily forgiven: But in the fhape whercin Jefus Chritt fulfilled
it, and wherein he here gives it to his Difciples, requiring Con-
formity to him, we cannot at any Time fay before the Fataer
when we pray to him, that we have now no Sin to be forgiven,
For his Apoltle 7ol [ags, If we fuy we hove mo fin, <we deceive
carfelees, and the ivuth st inws. I we canfels o fins, be
.;.f’ _ﬁff!{jfi{f and j}{ff ts formime us our finsy aid 1o cleairfe ws fron
atl anrigitenfiels,

In that Paflage where our Lord makes beine angry with our
Brother without a Caufe, and the lealt Expreilions of that, to
be Marder; he fuppoles that his Difciples may find themfilves
thus guilty, and remewber that their Brother hath fomething
againit them, when they are about to draw near to God in his
Worlhip : and he commands them firft to go and be reconciled
to their Brother,  In lihe manner we fee him, Atk chap,
xvil. fuppoling, that his Difciples, whom he calls /ittle Chil-
dreir, will be trefpafling againlt onec another ; and yet, if they
hear the Oftended, or hear the Church, and repent of thele
Trefpafles, they do not forfeit the Charader of little Children :
Yor he fays, If fe repent, thi hef gatied thy brother ; and
agam, Luke xvil. 3. 4. Take heed 19 yaui feloes. If thy biother
dtrefpafs apatifl thee, rehute him ; and if he repent, firgive hin.
And if be tiefpafs againft thee Jeven times ina day, and feven
diies i a diy turn again o thee, fuying, [ repent 3 thou fhult for-
givz bz, And when he commands his Difciples to forpive
their Brethren trefpalling often againit them, as oiten as they
repent 5 he moves thew to this, by fignifying in a Parable, that
they are valtly more indebted to their leavenly Father, by thelr
Trelpaties againtt his Law, than their Brethren can be to them,
by the molt frequent Trelpailes againft them s and yet he foi-
awes them alking Forgivenefs.  But he Mhews them, thatif they
forgive not their Brethren, as oft as they repent of their Tcl-
pafles againlt them ; then they are to expeét that his heavenly
Father will deal with them as the Lord in the Parable with the
Servant that owed him ten thoufand Tnlents, and would not
torgive his Fellow-fervant owing him ahundred Pence: So/ike-
wife fhall my heavenly Fatber ds alfs unto yoy, if ye from your hearts
Jorgroe nok every one his brother their trefpufles,

From all this we may fee, that Chrill’s Difciples are not to be
diftinguiflied from other Men by their fuliilling this Law as he
did, or by their doing thefe his Sayinas o as not to offend in
any onc of them: But they are diftingnifhed from other Men,
and from thofe who break one of thefe leaft Commands, and
teach: fa, by their daily Kepentance of their Sins, and by their

conicfiing
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confefling them daily in afking Forgivenels from their Father
which is in Heaven.  And this is likc what the Lord {ays to his
Difciples of their trelpalling againft one another.  If the Tref-
pafler hear the Oftended, if he repent and alk Forgivencfs, as
oft as he trefpalles againdt him, or if he thall hear the Charch ;
he muft be {orgiven, he muft {till be owned and acknowledged
as a Brother in all the Offices and Tokens of brotherly Love.
But if he repent not, if he fhall not hear the Offended, nor the
one or two more, and if he neple& to hcar the Church § then
he is not to be looked on as a little Child, nor owned as a Bro-
ther, but mult be put away from among the Brethren, as a wic-
ked Perfon, and a Worker of Iniquity, Thus the rightesis
galleth feven timesy and vifoth agatz s but the wicked falls inta
mifchief.  And thus the Golpel is a Dodtrine of Repentance ;
and the Life of a Chriftian is a Life of Repentance, and of dai-
ly Correfpondence with God in the Bufinefs of Forgivenels of
Sins through Jefus Chrift,

In that Paffage where our Lord makes looking on a Woman
to luft afier her to be Adultery, he fpeaks to his Difciples as the
Phyfician of their Souls, comparing the Irregularity of their Pai-
fions to a Mortification in the Members of the Body. And he
fhews them, that as 2 mortified Member muft be cut off to fave
the Life of the Body, however loth we be to part with a bodily
Member; even fo mult we part with an uplawful Paflion to
preferve the Life of the Soul, and prevent the {ccond Death.
And he fays the very fame, Aasth, xviil, 8. and Jlark ix. 47.
with refpedt to that Pride whereby we are ready to delpile and
offend his little ones.  But this Bufinefs of mortifying the Deeds
of the Body through the Spint is not finifhed at once, is not the
Work of 2 Day, It is the Labour of a Chiriflian, 1n diftinction
from thofe who live after the Flefh, as Jong as he fights the
good Fight of Faith, and while the Flefh lufts againft the Spirie
in him ; that 15, as long as he lives in the Body.  See Kow. vii.
ato—24. Galov, 16, 17. & 2 6or, it 7, 8.9, Gur Lord here
funpofes the Corruption of the Paflions in Lis Difcipies. And
he teaches them to look on every irvegular Motion of the Paf-
{ions in them, as bringing them into Danger of Hell-fire 5 even
as a Gangrene in 2 bodiiy Part threatens Death to the whole Bo-
dy. And therefore they who regard thefe Sayings of his, mult
be afraid of indulging and gratifying thele Paflions, as of Hell-
fire.  And they muft daily fee the Necclity of Repentance, and
Remiffion of Sins through his Blood ; and the Necellity of his
Grace and Strength, fhewing itfelf perfedt in Weaknefs, to reil
upon them, and preferve them from being cvercome by their
Lufts continvally warring againt i Soule.
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VII. Our Lord therefore gives us the Law here, as he ful-
filled 1t, for thefe Purpofes.

1. To convince us of Sin, and fhew us the Jmpofhibility of
our becoming righteous by our doing 1t, And it Puir/, who
kept the Letter of the Law, found himfelf a Sinner and a dead
Man by the Law, which faid, Thou fbait ot csvet ; how much
more may we find ourlelves condemned Sinners by thele say-
ings of our Lord Jefus ¢

2. To oblige us to depend whelly on his Rightcouinefs,
for Acceptance with God, as his Children, who hates all Ini-
quity, and is not to be pleafed with an imperfeét Riphteoufnels.
The Sacrifice of Chrift alone makes us perfef ar pertaining i
the confcicrce.  And it is only his Righteoufnels, demonfirated
in his Refurreétion, that affords the anfiver of a gosd coiifticiice
toward Gof,  As this perfect Law fhews them who look into it,
that they are Simncrs daily, they mult defpair of Perfection ;
and cannot have the Anfwer of a good Conicicnce, but by the
Faith of Chrtlt’s coming to fulfil this Law for Sinners.  And if
we find ourfelves condemned Sinners by the Authority of the Son
of God in thefe his Sayings ; then we have that fame Authority,
giving us the Liberty of God’s Children from that Condenna-
tion, faying he came to fulfil the Law,

3. To regulate our Repentance, and dire@ ws in alking the
Remiflion of our Sins daily from the Fathcr.  Por if we conti-
nue looking into this perfe& Law of Liberty, we fhall alwavs
lce both whdt we have to repent of, and the Room that there is
for Repentance 5 we fhall ftill {ee the Need we have of Renul-
{ion, and at the fame time the Ground upon which we are to
afk it, and hope to obtain the blefsful Senfc of God's Favour
forfeited by our Sin.

4. To oblige us to a daily Dependence on his Grace, {uffi-
ctent to {upport us in the Confliét with our Lufts, and in fight-
ing the good Fight of Faith ; following him, the Captain of our
Salvation, in his Obedience to the Death, unto that cternal Life
which 1s bis Reward. For thefe are his Commandments, who
{ays, He that abideth in mey and I in him, the fame bringeth forth
mitch fruit.  For without me ye can do mothing.

And this is the narrow Way wherein they walk who enter in
at the Gate of his Righteoulnefs, denying their own; and fo
follow him, bearing their Crofs after him, to eternal Lifc
Whereas, going about to eltablifh a Righteoufnefs of our own,
and indulging ourfelves in the Negle& of thefe Sayings of Jefus
Chrift, is going in at the wide Gate, and walking in the broad
Way that leads to eternal Deftru&ion.

Tha
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RoMaxs vi.

HFE Lew in this Paffagpe mult be that fame which faid,

Tz flalt st covety - 7. And that is no other than the

Law given by Ad5/cs, that was comprehended in the fei IFords

which God fpake on Sinar to {fieel, and that he wrote to them
on the Tables of Stone: For this 1s one of thefe Words.

The Apoftle fets this Law belore us here in two very different
Views, even as different as Flefb and Spiiit,

For, 1. It muft be confidered as the Rule of Righteoufnefs
to the Nation of /fruzl, according to which they werc to enjoy
national Happinefs in the Land promifed to their Fathers,
Their Life and Happinefs as a Nation, in that good Land, de-
pended on the national Obedience to the Commands of that
Law; like as Adun’s Life in Paradife depended on his Obedi-
cnce.  And the Confequence of their Difobedience reached to
their Polterity, like 4dam’s, For indeed it reprefented the Law
gtven to Alani,

This is the Lestor of the Law,  And the State of the Nation
under it, with the fuitable Difpofition of the Pcople to do the
national Rightecouinefs, and to enjoy the national Happinefs
annexed to it as its Reward, is called the Flefh. The Apoltle {ets
the Law before us in this carnal View, without thesSpirit of it,
when he fpeaks of it in this Manner, v 1. The Liw hath domi-
ntsn goer @ man as o as he lieoth, - 5. 6. For avhen . werg
mn ihe flefhy the mstisis of finy which were by the lew, did work
s our giembers 19 bring forth fruit anio death: but asw we are
delivered from the luw, that being dead wherein we were feld,
inat we fhonld ferve in newnefs of [pirity and wob oldpefs of loticr,

2. The Law that faid, T/s1 fbalt nat cover, mult alfo be con-
ftdered as the Rule of Rightcoufnefs to Chrift, the promifed
Seed, the end of the lawy who, by a true and perfect Obedience
and Satisfaction to its full Demand, i name of his People of c-
very Nation that fhould believe in him for Righteoufnefs, was
to have Right and Title for them to Life cternal from the Dead,
and heavenly Happinefs. This true Righteoulnefs was prefi-
gured by the carnal Righteoufnefs, or Rightcouinefs of the Let-
ter ; cven as this true Life and Happinels was prefigured by the
flefhly Life, or Happinefs of the Letter, in the Land of Canaan.

This is the Spirst of the Law that was piven to the Nation
of which Chrift, the promifed Seed, was to come, and that
pointed at the Sahflitution by what it {nid of <ifiting the fuiquiti;
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of the fathers upon the children. And the State of the New Te-
{tament Church under this Spirit of the Law, with the Set of
Mind and Heart that is agrecable to it, when it has taken place
by the fetting alide of the Letter, is called the newnefs of the
fpirit, n oppofition to the fefb, and to the o/ducfs of the letter.
The Apoftle fpeaks of the Law in this View, when he fays,
v 14, We keow that the law s fpiritual ; and 22, [ delight i
the law of God after the tnward man.  And he vindicates the Law
as holy, jufty and good, by this Spirit of 1t, (v 7. 12.13. 124.);
without which, and feparate from it, it i1s tbe faw of i and
death, y5. 6. 23. and chap, viii. 2. |

He diftinguithes this Spirit of the Law from its Letter, as
another Law ; and fets it forth as taking place by the doing away
of the Letter, and as governing us {o far as we are delivered
from that Letter as a Law, and trom the Difpoflition that is
fuitable to it; as when he {ays, v 4. Ye are become dead to the
law by the body of Chrifl. ¥ 6. But wow we are delivered from
the law, that being dead wherein we weve held, a2, 23. 1 de-
L’gﬂ‘t i the law af God r{f! er the inward man : but [ ﬁ*e ansther
lavw in sy members warrmg againfl the law of my mind,  Chap.
Vitl. 1. 2. Toere is thercfore now o condemuation ts them which
are in Ghriff Fefus, who awalt wet afier the fiefb, but after the
Spirit.  For the law of the Stirit of life tn Chrift Fefus, hath made
e fiee from the law of [ and death. This Diftinétion is the
fame with that betwixt the law of wirks and the law of fuith,
Rom. iit. 27. and betwixt the 1wo Cseenants, the o/d and the
sew, Gal, v, 24. Heb. viti. 6.—13.  "The new Covenant is
the Spirit of the old. And we find them diftinguifhed by the
Names of Letter and Spirit, 2 Cor. . 6. 9, and of Flefh and
Spirtty Galoni, 3. 1 Tim, iit. 16. 1 Pet.iin, 18,

Paul, while he was in the flefb, ferving in'the olduefs of the
letter, thought the carnal Rightecoufnefs of the Letter {ufficient ;
and {ought no other Righteoufnefs, to intitle him to the Favous
of God and eternal Life, but that {fame which intitled him to his
Share in the carnal Life, or national Happinefs, But there was
a Commandment in that {ame Law, that was the Rule of that
Righteonfucfs, which ferved to let him {ee there was more in it
than he apprehended, and fhewed him the Imperfection of his
Rightcoulnefs: For he tells us, y 7. 1 had not knswa fin, but by
the lew @ for Lhad ust kuown lufl, or concupifcence, except the law
fad faid, Thou fhalt mt covet.

He who was fouching the righteoufuefs which ic in the lew
blamelefs, found bimfelf blameable, as he perceived the Letter
of the Law, that was the Rule of his Rightcoufnefs, dire@ing
and commanaing: not only his outward Converfation, but alfo
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the Thoughts, Iutents, and Affections of his Heart : For, in the
‘Letier of that Law, God had left this Door open to lcad his
People in to the Spirit of it.

The Confequence of the Commandment’s coming to him in
this Manner, while he was in the Flefh, and {erving in the
Oldnefs of the Letter, behoved to be, his ferting himfeit, with
all his Might, to be blamelefs in this Point, wherein he found
himfelf blameable, and to do his beft to obey this Command-
ment, Thou fhalt wst covet : And lceing the Law admitted the
Nation of Jfiaz/ to Repentance, and KReformation of their
Breaches of it, he would confefs his Sin, bind himfelf with
Vows and Refolutions againit it, and pray carncltly for the di-
vine Affiflance again{t his Concupifcence, that fo he might be
blamelefs in the Righteoufne{s of the Law, But the morc he
fet his Heart on this Rightcoufnefs, he would be the more
ftrongly affcéied to the carthly life and Happinels annexed to it
as its Reward : And therefore all bis Attempts to be rishteons by
rot coveting, ferved but to guicken his Concupileence, and inflame
his Covetculnels ¢ So that, finding himfclf altogether incapable to
lieep the Command as it came to him, he {aw his Sin exceeding
finful, and found himfelf condemned to Death by that very Law
by which he once thought to live.  Thercfore he fays, 3 viii’
Y. 10. 11, But fir taking cccafion by tHe commandment, <oriuget 1o
mie all manner of concupifcence,  For witheut the law fiir was dea?.
For I was alive withoat the law once : bur when the commandmeni
Cdinge, ﬁn .*'C’Uf":’::’:f, and [ died,  nd the commandent which waz
ordeined to lite, 1 found to be unto death,  For fin taking cccafisn
by the commaiidment, decetved me, and by it flew me.

Tt was in this Situation that he came to {ee, that the Law had
a higher End than the national Righteounfnefs; and that it in-
tended no lefs a Rightcoufnefs than that which Is wrought by
him who, in Reward of his Work, is raifed fiom the decd,
(v 4.), to live that olorious, heavenly, immorial Life, whereof
the carthly Life in Cunaen was but a Figure,  And fecing this,
he perceived the Law to be fpiritue/, when he found himfelt
carnaly foll under fin, ashe fays ¥ 14,

Man was at firlt made and framed to live the earthly Life in
Paradife by his own Righteoufnefs, Aud it was right for him
to look for Life in that Way, while he was obedient to God ;
even as he had the Tree of Life a Sign to aflure him, that he
fhould live by his Obedience.  But after he became difobedient,
his Inclination to live by his own Riphteoufnels is Nature cor-
rupted.  And by this the Deceitfulne(s of Sin fhews itfelf efpe-
cially. For every Attempt of a Sinner to live by his own Righ.

tzoufnels, in the Way that was proper to innocent Man, Is op-
: . pofita
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pofite to the Hziig/s, Fufltice, and Gooduefi of the divine Law,
and reflects on the divine Goosdiefs, as it is infinitely oppolite to
every Tranfgreflion of the gsod Law., The People of {/rae! af-
ter the Flefh, who took up with the Letter of their Law, and
were not led into the Spirit of it, {ought to live the carnal Life
by the catnal Righteoufnefs, But they were condemned by that
Commandment of the Law, which ferved to fhew the Spirituality
of it; as it did mFaltto Paul. He was led into the Spirit
of the Law, For he believed in Chrilly the end of the liw for
r1ghreonfnefs : He delighted 1n that Righteoufnefls in oppofition
to his own, and dcfired above all Things to be conformed to it;
He deliphted in that eternal Life from the Dead, which is the
Reward of it, fo as, for the fake of it, to give up with the
carthly Life ; as we {ee bim profefling, Philip. iit. 8. 9. 10. 11,
Put, notwithftanding this, he {till found his Alembers, or his
Pramc and Conflitution as a corrupted Man, fuited and agree-
able to the Letter of the Law, in oppofition to the Spirit of it.
And therefore he calls that Letter austher law in his menbers,
and the law of fi in hic wembers: For he fays, v 21.—24. /
Fad iden alaw, that when Lwonld do g2, evil is prefent with e,
For [ dzligit i the law of God, afier the twward man.  Dut [ fee
ansther law in my membersy warring againft the law of my mind,
aird briasing me fnto captioity to the faw of fia, which 15w my
meiders, O wietched man that [ amy wiy fhall deliver me from
the bady of this death ! Though he delighted, after the inward
Man, in the Spirit of the Law, which he calls the faw of o,
and the law of bis mind ; yet he found he conld not be wholly
conformed and altogether agrecable to} this Law of his Mind,
till his Body fhould be diffolved, and till he fhould no more bear
the Image of the carthly Man.  For he found his very Frame
and Conflitution, as a Son of corrupted Aden, difpoling aud
{trongly inclining him to live the carnal Life by the carnal Righ-
teoufnefs, in oppofition to the fpiritnal Rightcoufne(s and Lile
wheretn he now delighted after the snward maii, or the new mai,
Eph. iv. 21.~—~24. Col. 11l. 9. 10. 11.
~ This new Principle of Conformity to the Spirit of the Law,
influencing him to delight in the Redeemer’s Righteoufnefs, and
in the heavenly Life from the Dead as the Reward of it, made
the oppofite Principle which led and governed him before, and
which he {till finds in his Members, or intwifted with his Con-
ihitution, very gricvous and moft hateful to him: So that he
efteems himfelf wretched on the account of it, and defires above
alt Things to be delivered from it. And this is that Strife be-
twixt the Spirit and the Flefh ; for which we may allo fee G/,
v. 5.16.17. 18, Of this Strife, no felf-righteous worldly Man,
whatever
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whatever Strugole he may feel within him{lf, can have any Ex-
perience, till he be rencwed in the Spirit of his Mind by the Ho-
ly Glioft, who raifed jefus from the Dead.

They who are in Chrift Jefus, welé net efter the fofo, They
arc not led by the Inclination to eft2blith their own Rightcoul-
nefls, and to enjoy the Happinels of the carthly Life: For it
this Inclination prevail over them, they are in Captivity, and
{ind themfelves in Bondage,  But they walk afier tne Spiris,
They are led by aprevailing Inclination and Delive to be found
in Chrift, not having their own Rightcounfnefs, but that which
is by the Faith of him, and to be made conformable to his
Death, if by any means they may attain to the Refurrechion
of the Dead. And this is quite above Natarc. This 3¢ the
new creaturs: For we are created again in Chrift Fofus; and of
Gy man be n Chrifly be 15 ¢ new creature,  But Nature corrupt-
ed, or the /! men, appears in unrcgencrate Mcen making the
faireft Profeflion of Chriftianity, by their going about to cfta-
blifh a Righteoufnefs of their own upon their Chriftian Profefi-
on; cven as the Jews did upon their Obfervation of the Law :
For what intitles them to Church-privileges, and recommends
them to the Efteem of good Chriftians, they will readily think
fuflicient to obtain the divine Favour and everlafting Life.  And
thus Men may even make a Merit of profefling Faith in the
Riphtcoufnefs of Jefus Chrilt, But while they do fo, they will
certainly defire and feck after the carthly Life and Happinefs, in
fome Shape or other, more than that Life from the Dead which
is in Chrift Jefus. ‘They mull be averfe from Conformity to Lis
Death, and incapable of rejoicing in the Hope of his gloitots
Appearing, and heavenly Kingdom.  And as the natural Defire
of the carthly Life, in corrupted Man, cannot be fimited by
the Law that faid, 7%su flalt not covet, cfpecially as it s ex-
phined and applied in the Gofpel ; they may ftill be convinced

of Sin, as Peal was : For they cannot ftand before thefe Words,
[Vhy call ye me Lord, and do not the things that [ /:_}* 7 and, H-
i)

that faith [ kugw bim, and keepeth not bis commandnertsy is @ ltar,
and the truth is wst in him, 1t is only they who are begotten a-
gain to a lively Hope, by the Refurre@ion of Jefus Chrift from
the Dead, that cfcape the Corruption that is in the World
through Luft,

Therefore we fee a Form of Chriftianity connefled with ail
the worldly Tnterefts and Lufts of the Profeffors of it, and
Chriftian Teachers preaching up a national Righteoufnefs, and
national Happinefs as the Reward of it. It is true, this Ime-
tation of the Letter that is done away, is a preat Corruption of

Chritianity ; and the Difpofition of Feart thiat is fvitable 1t, 1s
. much
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much morc mcxcunfable than it was in the Jews: Tor if [fracl
after the Flefh, who were under the Letter, and walked only
after the Flefh, will be condemned by their Fathers, who be-
licved in the promifed Seed, and defired a better Country than
Caizaan, even a heavenly, and confelled themfelves Strangers on
the Earth ; much more will Chriftians be condemned for imita-
ting thefe 7ews now, when the Letter is done away, and has
piven place to the Spirit of it, But Nature corrupted will al-
ways work this way, and prevail in every unrenewed Man, and
govern his Lifc and Aétions ; and nothing the lefs that he exercifes
him{elf much in Religion, as Pau/ did before his Converfion.

And when the Golpel is turned by fome into a Syltem of moral
Virtue, however it be inforced with the Motives of future Re-
wards and Punifhments ; yet national Happinefs, or the Benefit
of worldly Society, is the {irlt End of that Virtue: And fo it
(trengthens that Concupifcence, which the Faith of the Son of
God, and of eternal Life in him, weakens and deltroys,

Toe Righteoufiefs of God by Failb,

PurrLiprraxs m, o.

. Ind L fouid 1 bimy not baving mine own rightesafuefs, swhich
15 of the law, but that which is thrsuzh the faith of Chriff, the
righlesufiiefs which is of God upsn farth,

Hefe Words are a chief Part of the notable Defeription

of the Spirit and Charader of a true Chriftian that Pay/

gives us in his own Perflon, in Oppofition to Corrupters of the

Goipel, and falfe Chriftians: For fuch there were in the very

Time of the Apoflles. And as many as are made perfect, as

pertaining to the Confcience, by Chrill’s Sacrifice, muft be the
tame Way minded as Paa/ 1s here.  See v 14, 17. 18,

It 1s oblervable in this Text, that he {tates an Oppofition be-
twixt his own Righteoufnefs, which is of the Law, and that
which is by the Faith of Chrift, the Righteouine{s which is of
God upon Faith, ¢t 70 orizz,

1. He oppofes the Righteoufnels by the Faith of Chiilt, to
his own Rightcoulnefs, which he would not have, while he de-
fires above all Things to be found in Chrift having the other.
Before he knew Chrift, he was confident in his own Rightcoul-

nefs, and fo he was cftranged from Chnift.  But when, upon
{ecing
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feeing the Infufhiciency of his own Righteounfnefs, he came to
know the Excellency of the Rightcoufnefs which is by the Faith
of him; he then counted all the Things which had been Gain
to him in the way of Rightcoulnefs, tobe Lofs for Chrift. And
now he feeks not to have both thefe Righteonlnefles together,
the one in fome Subferviency to the other, as did the Fudurzers ;
but he defires above all Things to have the one, and to be rid
of the other, as inconfiftent with it,

Not having mine own rightesafiefs.  His own Righteoufnefs,
1s any thing about him that can dilhinguifh him from another
Man as more {it for Acceptance with God ; any Qualification or
Work of his, whereby he thinks to be intitled to the Favour
of God and eternal Life ; {uch as thefe Things that were Gain
to him before he knew Chuift, v 4.5.6.7. 8. He excelled in
thefe Things, whereby, according to the Law of /Mofes, he had
2 Title to the national Happinels and Life in the Land of Ca-
naan, and he fought no other Right or Title to eternal Life.
And here he oppofes, not only thele Things, but all Things
elfe whercin he could be fuppoled to excel, as his own Righte-
oufnefs, tothe Righteoulnels which is by the Faith of Chrift.

But that which 15 by the Faito of Chriff, This is that Righte-
oufnels which the Gofpel teftifies, and calls Men to believe Chrift
hath wrought. It is the Righteoulnels which is by the fusth of
the Son of God, Gal. Wi, 20,213 by faith in bis blood, Rom. iil,
24. 25. 26. & chap.v. 9.; or by believing sn him that raifed
wp Tefis our Lord from the dead, who was deltocred for onr cffences,
aird was raifed again for owr juflificatic ;. or by the Faith of his
Refurreftion from the Dead, as Row.. x.3.—8.9.10. Now,
as what comes by Faith, or believing a Teftimony, muft be in
the Truth tellified, or in that which is believed ; there muft be
a Righteoufnefs in the Teltimony concerning Chrift which is be-
sieved, if Righteoufnefs come by that Faith, And this is that
Righteoufnefs which the Golpel calls us to believe to have been
finifhed by Chrift in his Death, and to have been rewarded in
his Refurre@ion. If we be found in Chrift, it muft be believing
the Sufficiency of this Rightcoufnefs to juftify us., And it is ut-
terly inconfiftent with this Faith that unites us to Chrift, to have
any Dependence on another Righteoufnefs.  And {o it is impof-
{ible to be found in Chrilt having our own Righteoufnefs,
Therefore the Apoftle fays, Gul, v. 4. Chrift is become of na ef-
feét toyou, whofoever of you are juflified by the law ; yo are fuls
len from grace.

If we be intitled to Life by what we find onrfelves to be, or
by what we do through any Affiftance § this is our own Righ-

teoufnefs. But if we have a Right to Life by what we believe
O Chrift
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Chrift to be, and to have done; then it is by the Faith of
Chrift that we are righteous.

2. He oppofes the Righteoufnefs which is of God, to that
which is of the Law.

The Law faith, The man that doth thefe things, [ball live in
them ; and, Curfed is every one that continuethh not in all things—-.
And this is the Law of God. But it is impoffible for this Law
to give Life to any Sinner. Though Pan/ once thought to live
by it, yet when it convinced him of Sin, he found it killed him,
and could not make him live: Therefore he fays, Rom. iii. 20.
By the deeds of the law there fhall no flefh be juftified in his fight :
for by the law is the knswledge of fin, 1t mult therefore not be
of the Law, but of God, as God, 7.¢. Sovereign, and above
the Law, that any Sinner is made righteous, and intitled to
Life « For what the law conld not do, in that it was weak through
the flefh, God fending his ocwn Seon tn the likenefs of [inful flefh, and
a fin-offering, condemned fin in the flefh, that the righteoufnefs of
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not afier the flefb, but
after the Spirii, Rom, viil, 3. 4.

To {et afide his Law, and give the Sinner Life without Satif~
fadtion to its Demand, would be to deny him{elf, But it is of
him as God, to give his own Son in the place of Sinners, and
to make him under the Law, to fulfil its Righteou{nels for them,
that they might live through him. And fo it is proper to him,
as Sovercign, and above the Law, to do what the Law could not
do, by fending forth his Son, made under the Law, to fulfil it
in the Sinner’s Name, and {o to live by his own Obedience to
the Death; that becaufe he lives, the Sinner might live alfo.
And this is the.Rightcoufnefs which is not of the Law, but of
God. For though the Law be magnified, and made more ho-
_ nourable, by the Son of God his doing thefe Things, and li-
ving in them, than ever it could have been otherwife; yet this
came not of the Law, but of God’s Grace, as Sovereign, and a-
bove the Law. To this agrees what is faid by the Apoitle,
Kom. 11l. 21. —26. But now withut the law 1he J'fgﬁfﬁﬂ!{ﬁfyj‘ of
God is manifefted, being witneffed by the law and the prophets ;
even the rigiteafnefs of God through faith of Fefus Chriff unto all,
and upoir all thew that Gelieve ; for there is mo difference : for all
have fimied, and come fhort of the glory of God : being juftified free-
ly by bis grace, threugh the redempiion that is in Chriff Jefus s
whom Gaod propofed, a propitiation through the faith in his blood,
to the manifeflation of his juftice for the pafiing over of the fiis
that were before in toe forbearance of God, unto the manifeffation
of his jufltice in ibe time Vhat is now : that ke might be juft, and
{1e Juftiter of him wha is of the faith of Fefus.

IHere
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Here we may fee, that the Grace whereby Believers in Chrift
are juftified, is the Grace that propofed Chrift Jcfus a Propitia~
tion for the Manifeftation of the divine Juftice in juftifying,

And we may likewife obferve, that to be jultificd 1hrongh
faith, is the fame Thing to the Apoftle with being juflified
through the redemption thas is in Chrift Fefus, the Propitiation of
God’s providing ; cven as he fays, chap. v. 9. we are jufified
by his blosd.

And whereas he fays, that the Righteoulnels of God by Faith
of Jefus Chrilt is unto all, and upon all that believe : So he tells
us here, that the Righteouinefs which is by the Raith of Chrilt,
and which is of God, is upon faith. Agrecably to this, Ao,
1. 17. may be thus rendeved, For therein God’s rightesufiefs of
fuith is revealed unto faith. We know nothing of this Righte-
oufnefs, but by the divine Teftimony in the Gofpel,  And it
comes to us no otherwife, but as it is revealed there to be be-
lieved. So it becomes ours in believing that Teltimony, It is
not upon our feeling or doing any thing to make us differ from
others, as more fit for the divine Favour; for there is no Dif-
ference © But itis upon our believing God, that he fent his Son
to work this Rightcoufnefs for the Ungodly, and hath raied
him apain from the Dead, as having fully wrought it, Thus
we live, not by our own Labour, but by hearing God teflifying
that he is well pleafed in his beloved Son.

Salvation to & Belicver’s Houfe,

AcTs xvi. 31

And they [faid, Believe on the Lord Fefus Chrift, and thou fhalt
be fased, and thy houfe.

HE %ailsr, inftead of doing any thing to fave himfelf, as
he propofed, is here called to believe on the Saviour, the
Lord Jefus Chrift, for his own Salvation, and likewife for the
Salvation of his Houfe, 7.e. his Family, or aff h1s, asy 33.3
moft properly, according to Scripture-ftyle, his Children.
There is no mention of a Houfe to the Eunuch to be faved
with him, chap. viii. becaufe he could have none.
And i the Faifor believed, not only for his own Salvation,

but alfo, as he was called, for the Salvation of his Houfe ; I:11_11
E2 1S
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his Houfe might as well be faved by that Faith, as Mens Chil-
dren or Slaves were miraculoufly healed by the Parent’s or Ma-
{ter’s believing that Jefus was able to do it ; {eeing the one Sal-
vation by Faith is the Sign of the other,

But if there were no more in it than this, that all his Houfe
fhould be faved on the fame Terms of believing as well as he;
then it might as well have been faid, Thou fhalt be faved, and
all the Houfes in Philippi, or the whole World: For, according
to this, there 1s no more Connexion in this Promife betwixe
him and his own Houle, than there is betwixt him and any o-
ther Man’s Hpufe; and no more promifed him to his Houle in
confequence of his believing, than to any other Houfe in the
World.

There is a manifeft Connexion betwixt Mcn and their Houfes
1n this Matter of Salvation by Faith, The Saviour would have
little Children (and they were the fir(t Sufferers on his account)
to fhare of the Bleffednefs that comes by him, And he faid, up-
on the Converlion of Zaccheusy, This day is [aloation come to this
houfe ; forafinuch as ke alfo is the fin of Abraham, Peter preach-
ed Salvation {itlt in Ferufelem through Chrift’s Relurre@ion, fay-
ing, The promife is unto you, end 19 your children.  And when he
allo opened the Kingdom of Heaven to the Uncircumcifed, hé
told Cornelins Words whereby he and all his Houfe fhould be
faved, And here again the Apoftle of the Gentiles fays to an
idolatrous Gentile, Thou fbalt be f(aved, and thy honfe. Thus
we read of the Honfe of Crifpus, the Houfe of Stephanas, the
Houfe of Lydia, the Henle of Onefiphorns.  And the Infants of
a believing Parent are declared to be foly, or Members of the
Charch for which Chrilt gave bimlelf, that he might fanétify and
cleanfe 1t with the wafhiny of water by the word,  See Differt, on
difant-baptifin.

This lays a Foundation for Family-religion under the New
Teftament, For though Salvation comes not by Generation,
yet 1t comes not by our Works, but by Faith in him who
wrought Salvation for us and for our Houfes, And he that,
according to his Call, believes on him, not only for his own
Salvation, but alfo for the Salvation of his Houle, is by this
Faith qualified and fitted for bringing up bis Children 7 the nur-
¢ure and admonition of the Lord, inftead of inftrudting them how
to eftablifh their own righteoufnefs, and training them to walk af>
ter the courfe of this world, ~If our Children grow up in Aliena-
tion from Salvation by the Faith of Chrift; we cannot excufe
ourfelves by this, that we could not communicate Grace to
them, as is commonly done in this Cafe, But we ought rather
to examine ourfelves, if we have indeed believed in the Saviour

for
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for their Salvation, as well as for our own. And it would be
very proper for us in this Cule to take to ourelves the Blame of
not bringing them up according to this Faith to which we are
called by the Gofpel with the Promife of Salvation to them,
Therefore we fee, that though from the Beginning there might
be Chriltians not #uling their cwn houfes well, or not heving
Sfaithful children ; yet none of thefe were admitted to bear Office
in a Chriftian Church: The Officers were the Heads of Chiyi-
{tian Houfes, the Fathers of Chriftian Families.  Yet, if a Man
has indeed believed in the Saviour for the Salvation of his Héule,
as well as for his own Salvation, he cannot defpair of his Houfe
upon prefent Appearances to the contrary, but muft ftill hope
for the Salvation of his Family, according to that which is {po-
ken, Believe on the Lord Jefus Ghrift, aud thon falt be faved, and
thy houfe,

Now, when it is faid, v 32, They fpake unto bin: the word of
the Lovd, ard to all that were in his honfe, we may eafily under-
{tand, that they {pake to him more fully the words wherehy he
and all his houfe fhould be faved ; feeing the Word of the Lord
was {poken for the Salvation of his whole Houfe, as well as for
his own Salvation: And fo the Werd that ke heard from Paul
and Sifas, was as much to them in his Houfc who may be {up-
pofed incapable to underftand-it, as it was to him ; and con-
cetned them, as much as him, TYor when he believed, not to
be faved by what he himlelf fhould do, but by,what he was
told the Saviour had already done; what hindered the Salvation
of his Children to be conneted with this Belief as to them, as
well as his own Salvation was connefted with it as to himf{elf ¢
The Word of Salvation that the 7uifor heard was to all in his
Houfe, as well as to him ; even as Peter faid to the Fews, The
promife is unto you, and to your children,

It is faid, y7 34. that he believed. And there is no Mention
of any other believing but himfelf. The Text fays, that fe be-
lieving God, repoiced in the whole houfe ; nyarnagaso Tdvort 2
as Kom, xii, 12. 71 eAmd't ydipores, rejorcing 12 hape.  This
Joy is his, who fell down before Pan/ and S:fas, and brought
them out of the Stocks m the inner Prifon, and faid, Sirs, 'w%at
muft I do to be faved ? who took them, and wafthed their Stripes;
and having brought them into his Houle, {et 2 Table to them.
It was he that rejoiced, believing God. And certainly it was
Matter of the greateft Joy to him, who had been juft before
thinking of nothing but the Ruin of himfelf and Family, to
find eternal Salvation in the Lord Jefus, not only to himfelf;
but to all his Houfe.

- As there Is net the leaft mention here of any other ﬁ&orshin
| | this
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this whole Bufimefs about Salvation, but the Failor himfelf, with
Paul and Sifas ; it will be hard to prove, and {o to be aflured
from the Text, that the Failsr had any other Houfe but little
Children. And how can one then be affured, that Salvation
preached through Chrift, and Baptifm in his Name, (the Things
mentioned relating to the Houlhold), were known not to be-
long to them ?

It it can be known from the New Teltament, that Baptifim
belongs not to the Infants of a believing Parent ; then it may
be known by the New Teftament, that Baptifm belongs to thele
after they become adult; being brought up in the Nurture and
Admonition of the Lord, and {o profefling the Faith, But has
any Man ever pretended to find any Thing like an Inftance of
{uch Baptifm in all the New Teltament 2 In all the Wriiings
of the Apoflles, in al} their Hiftory from the Bepinning, during
all the Time they lived and wrote, when many Children of ba-
ptized Parents might have prown up to profels the Faith, there
is not the lealt Hint of that Ordinance of the Anahaptifis, to
which they call Men to fubmit, as the fulfilling of rightesufuefs ;
as if they were therein to follow Chrilt, who came to Fohi’s
Baptifm profefling his great Undertaking to fulfil all Righteou(-
nefs for his People.

When all a Man’s Houfe 1s faid to foar God, or to belicoe,
and we under{tand this of all thofe in the Houfe who are capable,
the only Readon why Infants in the Houfe are fuppofed not to
be included, is, becaufe they are fupnofed mcapable of fearing
God, or of believing. But this is not the Cafe with the Salva-
tion that 1s preached in the Gofpel : ¥For we cannot fay that In-
fants are incapable of that Salvation,  And therefore, when it is
(aid, Thou fhalt be faved, and thy houfe, we mult include Infants
as capable of that Salvation. And when it is faid, one was ba-
ptized, he and all lis, we cannot exclude his little Children, who
are as capable of Baptim as of Salvation. For they are as ca-
pable of being wathed with Water in the Name of the Lord by
the Baptizer, whether that Wathing be by dipping or pouring
on Water, as they are of the Imputation of Righteouinels
without Works, and of thc Renewing of the Holy Ghott; of
which they are as capable as they were of the Imputation of
Adam’s Sin, and of the Corraption that defcends from him,

THE END,



