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LETTER L

Samuel Pike #0 Robert Sandeman.
Sir, | ' "

' [l VHE elaborate and ingenious performance on Theron

and Afpafio, ot which you are judged to be the au-
thor, has occafioned many thoughts in my mind, and much

converfation wi.h friends, For my own part, I muft pro-
fels, that there are many thoughts and fentiments in it thet
are of great value and 1mp0rtance, apprehending your del- -
cnptwn, both of the ground of our juftification, and the
nature ot juftifying faith to be true and jut. And hope,
fo far, have reafon to be thankful, your letters ever came
to hand; for they have contributed not only to cornfirm,
but likewifc to clear and elucidate my own conceptions on
the fubje&®. A {ubjeét I have fpent much time and thou; ht
wpon, and had come in brief to this conclulion: that the
only ground of our jnftification 1s the atorement and rishte-
oufnefs of Chrift, and that true faith is neither more nor
lefs than a cordial belief of the free-grace truth concerning
it. But what you have written has afforded me clearer and
more extenfive views of the matter, But the {pirit, the
flyle, the language of your performance is {o peculiarly {-
vere and fatyrical, that many areat alofs to guels what can
be the real intention of the work, Give me leaw.., Siry to
lay out the varions opinions of thofe within my acguain-
tance, including my own. And let me beg you to favour
me with a reply.
i. Some think your defign to be, to detedt and correct
b 2 the
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the errors and inconfiftencies of thofe whom you call the
posular preachers; and they apprehend, that you have done
ig,snrlth a jult {everity ; lovsing upon them as deferving the

Teoreleatation you have given of them.  But wery feaw feem

1aclined to this fentiment  concerning your performance ;
becanfe 1t mufl be allowed, that many of thofe you nomi
natey, in that number, are truly gracious perfons, fincere
thew views, and feund in thewr principles, having a real
love to the do&rines of fice grace ; notwithftanding occa-
fonal addrefles which are in fume views IIILOIHIRGI‘[ with
t:lLrI‘t)thLI“.‘Jlfc.‘ profeffed and beloved principles 5 and there.
tore they C'H]Il(’}t deferve to be treated as defirning crafy
;crmns, having an eamity in their heurte to thie fice gL
{.}1 Gud
2, Others conceive that your v: iew 15 to reprefent the im-
propricties and inconfiftencies of the popular preachers in 2
/ arfqﬂ:ca! way. Setting forth the evil tendency of their ad-
Irefies, fhewing what a fad conitruction they may bear ; and
how their addn.ﬁ'ea, raany of them, look lée decert s thhoui
intending to make others believe that thefe preachers are
really fo defigning and vile as you fometimes reprefent them,
For mﬁance, when you fay, the poj)zzfar preachers worfbip
ano!her God, that you do not mean this as a rea/ truth, but
only as a fan..xﬁtcal refle@tion on fome of their principles oy
a ldrefles, wrging perfons to certain adts as previous to jufti.
Azation : for thofe atts of the foul, if right, flow from jufti-
}mg faith, and fo the parfon is really juftified previcus
10 the excrtion of them. I fee likewife that fuch addreffes
may 1 a farcaltical way, be treated as defbruélive of true
‘hriﬂ'ianity But T can {carcely perfuade myfelf ta think,
that you really concelve, thofe preachers and their writings,
zpon the whole, to be viewed as kading fouls a dewont path
19 hell. Inaword, I concelve the fwenty of your language
fo be properly farcafiical : and, for my part, I incline to
t1is opinton of your performanee, becaufe 1 fee and own
;veat improprieties in many popular addreffes, But yet there
e {ome of your feverities that look fo {nlemn and fia-
wie, that I am at fome lofs, as when you f{ay, that you
Susew an finners more hardened nor grf’ufﬂ deffroyers of mai-
ind than ‘they 3 which cxpreflions, and others of the fame

<awp,y induce many to apprehend,
2. That
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3. That you defign to exprefs and promote a real detef-
tation of them and their writings; and to iIntimate that it
ts dangcrous to read thenr workss that then principles, 1
general, are wconfitent with a work of regeneration ; and
that they themlelves are, or were, upon the whale, uacon-
verted, defigning perfons, and enemies in their hearts to the
doétrines of free grace, which can never be belicved by
any perfon of charity, concerning fuch as Marflal, Bofl,
Erfkine, Guthricy Flavell, and the like, from hence it arifzs,

4. That fome of my friends are of opinion, that the
true intention of yowr performance 1sto overturn Chriftianity
itfelf s aiming to give fuch a charadter of the belt of men,
as fhall tend to fet mankind agamft them, and fo deftroy
thetr afefulnefs.  Such are apt to compare your Letters
with the cra&y view of the prece, ntitled, C/."r;i/?fﬂnfry 73t
founded on Argument.  This 1s mndeed a very heavy charge
againft yous but I find 1t 15 a prevailing fpreading opinion,
even among fome that love the doctrines of free grace ; and
am 1nformed, that fome of the fafbiernall: preachers like
your performance 1n this view of it, asintended to fink the
charaéter of gofpel-preachers, and to {tram the do@rines of
grace {o high as to render them ridiculous,  The prevalence
of this fentiment concerning your work s that which chiefly
grieves me, and has induced me to write in this manaer to
you, that you may have an opportunity to jultify yourfelf
from the charge, if falfe, and may give me an opporturity to
do the fame.. But, befides, 1 find others of my friends
look wpon the very matter of your performance as hetero-
aox, and this makes me add,

5. That fome think you attempt hereby ablolutely to
fet afide all the calls and invitations of the gofpel to finuners,
And, (6.} Others think you amm to eftablifh a bare hiito-
rical faith, and {u to fet afide all inward experimental veli-
gion ; beeaufe you fometimes fpeak flightly of heart-work
n religion.

Thus, Sir, T have given you as faithful a view as 1 could,. °
i a fmall compafs, of the various apprchenfions cf triends
concerning your work. And now let meintreat you to be
as open and clear in giving.me a diftn@& account of your -
real defign, and let me know which of thefe-above mentioned
ar¢ neareft the truth; together with. fome evidences and

B3 | proofs
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proofs, by references to, or extralls from, your perfore
mance. ,,

That you may be under no temptation to be upon the
re‘erve in your reply, I will tell you who 1 am. lama
Paftor of a Congregational Chutch in London, a Letturer
at P 's Hall, and have publifhed feveral little tratts,
particulatly, A brief Expofition and Recommendation of the
Affembly’s fhorter Catechifn: ; wherem, feeing thry have not
deferibed faith iticlf, but onlyits adls, I have paraphrafed
upoa it, in a way which exprefles the very nature of faith
iiefelf, as confifting not in a mere notional belief of the truth
of the gbfpe], but 1n {uch a real Z?earz‘y per:fuqﬁon of Chrift’s
fulnefs and {reenefs, and of our own emptinefs and unwor-
*hinefs, as effeGually moves and encourages the {oul to go
20, approve of, and depend upon Churift alone for all {al-
vation, .

Give me a reply as fpeedily as you can, If you will ;El-
Inlge me in an epiftolary correfpondence with you, it will
“much oblige,

Your humble fervant,
Pleafe to inform me, how I
may direct to you properly.
SAMUEL PIKE.
Jan. 17, 1758,

LETTER IL

Robert Sandeman t6 Samuel Pike,

S;?',

X7 OUR letter of Fanuary 17, came to my hand laft
week,  Your opennefs and freedom commend youw:
much to me for a correfpondent—In the beginning of your
letter youacknowledge my “defeription both of the ground
“of our juflification and the nature of juftifying faith te
*betrne and juft.””  But I have fome doubts if you rightly
underftand me, or if your own conceptions be as yet {uffi-
ciently clear on the fubje@t.  The reafon of my doubti:?g
ATICE
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aiifes from the clofe of your letter, where, intending to “ex-
“ prels the very nature of faith 1tlelf,” you deferibe it « as
“ conlifting tn not a mere notional belief of the truth of the

“ oofpel, but fuch a real bearty pes Juafion of Chnlt’s fulnefs

‘¢ and fieenefq, and of our own emytinels and unworthincfs,
t“ as effeCtually moves and encourages the foul togo to, ap-
“ prove of, and depend upon Chrift alone for all falvation,”
As I have not had the opportunity of feeing any of your
printed traéts, 1 mull confider youonly as yom appear in
this letter.

Now it does not appear to me, from the words I have
quuted that you haw, any clear notron how faith Ju[hﬂc*?f
the ungodly. Your dedcription anfwers rather to fome-
thing like the notion of faith working by love to manifeft
the juftification of one who is already juitified. Somethin

like, 1 fay, becanfe if we do not rightly underftand what is
that farth which juitities the ungodly, we can never have any

just apprehenfion of farth working by love to prove us to be
already juftified.

To il]uﬁrate what I have now f{aid; In the firlt place, I
am diffatisfied with the diftintion made betwixt a mere no-
tonal belief of the truth of the gofpel, and areal bearty per-
fyqf on of Chnft’s fulnefs and freenefs, ¢, Yor if our in-
tention be to fpeak of faith, asjultifying the ungodly, it is
evident that this diftinQion muft ferve to draw off the atten-
tion of the ungodly perfon from the truth teftified concerne

mg Chrift, which alone gives true relief, unto fonie anxi-
ous concern about the difference betwixt the notional &ff:{f
and the beariy perfuafion., Now I am Rill of the mind that
the Scripture fupports me in maintaiaing, that every one

who obtains a Juﬁ notion of the perfon and work of Chrt,
or whofe notion correfponds to what 1s teftified of him, 15

juitified and finds peace with God fimply by that very no-
tion. And this notion, as it can be got only by means of
teftimony, muft in the nature of the thing be faith. If
any man’s notion of C.:ift proves infufficient to quiet his
guilty confcience before God, the reafon is, his notion 13
faife, defc&we, erroncous, or does not correfpond with
what 15 teftified. .

If it be enauired then, what I would fay for the relief of -
one diftreft with the fenfe of guilt? Why, Iwould tell im,

o
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to the beft of my ability, what the gofpel fays about Chrit.
If he {ull doubted, I would fet before hun all the evidence
furnithed me by that fame gofpel.  Thus, and thus only,
would I prefs, call, invite, exhort or urge him to belicve,
I would urge him with evidence for the truth,  And if the
evidence of divine truth did not ftrike him, what beneht
conld he receive from the ntmoft energy of human clamour,
refling him on to the blind bufinefs of performing fome
talk called believing ? But if it pleafe God, that the e
dence ftrike his confcience, then the guilty perfon finds re-
liet without any exercife or labour of his. ~ And being thus
relieved, he is then eapable of being inftruéted in the Chris-
tian warfare, of {eeing the force and propriety of Chnit’s
commands, and fo of being animated to the whole exercile
of godlinefs both in heart and Iife. Andalllus godline{s

conhifts in love to that which firlt reheved him.
Thronghout the fix letters you will no where find me
[peaking flightly of heart-work, but where it islet up i op-
polition to, or in place of, that juflifying righteoufnefs which
is the fole fpring of all true godlinefs among men, or m
place of the genuine works of love to that rightcoufnels,
Whatever perfon or thing is exalted or efteemed 1n compe-
tition with this, muft draw our indignation and contempt
in proportion as we love the divinc truth,  Let the {lyeft,
moft pious and decent underminer of #his be canonized for
a faint by all the churches in the world, if our hearts be
tinctured with that charity which is divine, we mnft hold
his charater in abomination. The world, the devout, the
religious world do ftill, as formerly, hold Pan/’s fole ground,
of glorying in the greateft contenipt.  But however averfe
they may declare themfelves to it if we be fired with Pauf’s
temper we will be even with them, and be ready to retort

upon them i his_fyle,—and 1 unto the world.

Our greateﬁ danger 18, left we fnrget* our due regard ta
the gofpel by paying too much to men. And had I for-
merly underftood certain: Idols of the prefent generation of
Pharifeesas well as I donow, I had treated them even with
lefs refpe@ than I have done.  And, as was once faid in 2
time of greater danger than any of ug are expofed to at pre-
fent, T and my friends {for I have fome in Scotland, and

you. tell me, a very few with you,) are ready:to.reply to 2lk
- thole
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thofe who complain of the indignant alpe@ which our faith
bears to this good world, ¢ are not careful to anfawer in this
matter.

As [ cannot propofe, by any thing I now {ay, to exprefs
my ferious thoughts more clearly then [ have already done
in my printed letters; perhaps I muft {till be put to the
queftion, whether Lam in jelt or in carneft,  Well then, if
you think it will make any of my readers any wifer, I fully
impower you to tell them from me, that [ am in earneft from
the beginning to the end of the hix letters. I hope they
will not mfitt for my oath, Ncither do I apprehend 1t
ncedful.  Tor, if, in reading the letters, they are not led
to think of fome greater authority to overawe their confeia
ences, than the ferioufnefs of the letter.writer, it ought to
be a matter of fmall moment to him, whether he be ae-
counted a ferious man or a buffoon.  Tapprehend however,

that the ferious purport and intent of the letters will not be
queftioned by thofe who know that they contain the doc-
trine “conflantly maintained by feveral congregational
churches 1n Scoiland, who have been, for twenty years and
upwards, treated with great hatred and fcorn on account
of their faith, and their pralice influenced by ity efpecially
by their devout neighbours, and fill more cfpecially by
lthc greateft admirers of Marfbal, Boflon, Erfkine, and the
ike. |

But not to loofe fight of the fore-cited defeription of
faith, T would afk, whether thefe two different forms of
cxpreflion, belief of the truth of the gofpel, and perfuaficn
of Chriff’s fulnefs and freenefs, &c. are mtended to convey
different ideas 7 The reafon of my alking this queftion i,
I find fome people laying great fivefs on a very idle diftinc-
tion betwixt behieving the dedrine and believing on the per

Jon of Chrift; the ufe of which T cannot conceive, unlefs it
be to promote fome fort of blind enthufiafm : for what can
we know about Chrift, or what benefit can we recetve from
him, but by means of the apoftolic doftrine concerning
him ? I do not here charge you with this diftin¢tion; Tonly
mention it to hint my doubt if you fland fully clear of 1t.
But what I chicfly intended to notice in your deferipticn
of faith, .is your calling it fuch a perfuafion of Chrift’s fula
pelaand freenefs, and of qur own emptinefs and unworthis

rels



( 10 )

nels, as efelually moves and encourages the foul to ge to, afa
prove of, and depend upon Chriff alone Jor all falvation. A
d {pofition to approve of, and depend on Chrift for all fals
vation, is, I think, commonly underftood to be a difpofition
~ to be freed from all fin, and to be pt:rfe&ed in holintfs .
for herein our falvation corfifts as well as in the deliverance
from the curfe. Now I agree with you in maintaining,
that faith, is the principle and {pring of every good dlfpo-
fition or of every good work;. but at the fame time [
maintain, that faith docs not juftify the ungodly as a prin.
ciple of good dlfpuhtxons

We fhall conceive this matter the more clearly, 1if we
attend to the two {enfes of juftifying faith given us by Pau/
and Fames.  Paul {peaks of faith juflifying the ungodly :
and he fays it Jlllhﬁect without works. ]ame.r fpeaks of faith
forming a man’s cuma@cer, or influencing a heliever’s life ;
and {o Ju{hf}mrr one who 15 already juﬁ or declaring him
to be fo: And he fays, 1t juitifics together with works, or
thata man is juftified by wocks, and not by faith only.

Now if it be enguired, how faith, Ju{hfymg the ungodly,
or pacifymg the guilty confcwnce, 15 to be deferibed 5 1

fee no way of deleribing it but by what is teftified and
believed,  The teacher n'mft prefent nothing to the ear
but the work of Chrift; the attention of the hearer muft
be drawn to nothing tl{e . for {o {foon as the work of Chnift
15 underftood the hearer 1s jultified; his confcience 1s
quicted -by what he hears Chrift hath already done.  If you
alk what relieves him, he anfwers, he 1s relieved by his
faith, that 15, by his crecd,  If you afk what is his creed,
he talks to you only of Chrift’s work, and is glad to think
he has evidence {ufficient to fupport him in aflirming before
God and man, s finifhed. TFaith juftifies the ungodly
then, only by the knowledge of Chnft’s work, or as it 15
that knowledge.  But if we fhould talk of faith jultifying
the ungodly, as a principle of good difpofitions, or as dil
pofing our hearts aright toward Chrifi : what muft the re.
fult be ? I think it muit come to thiss that out of a {fenfe of
our own C'I]Pt.mtfb and unwor thmefs, having at prefent no-
thing to pay, we are to exhibit a promiffory note for our
jultification. At leaft, in this way we can never have peace
i our confeiences, till we be {enfible of {ome beguining of
a good d1fpoht10n tawnrd Chnift,

h
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If, apain, farth is to be defcribed as a principle of action,
forming the characters of men, that 1ts profcffors may be
direCted in their felf-examination; I know no way of def
cribing it but by 1ts fruits, the exercifes of mind and fuit-
able works of {clf-denied fervice which it properly produces.
In the former cale the teacher has reom to utter his know-
ledge of Chrift, here he has room to fhew not only that,
but alfo his knowledge and experience of the Chriftian war-
fave. In the former cafc he has occafion to dederibe the
common faith, the fuith of God’s eleét, the faith once deli-
vered to the famts, by Commﬂnding the rigb!cfaf: Hﬁ avhich 18
by faith of Fefus Chrift unto ally and upon all them that believe 3
for there s no difference.  In thelatter, he has occafion to
obferve the vartous cales and chairacters of men, formed un-
der the Chriftian profeffion, and fo to diftinguifh one man’s
faith, asa principle of life and a&ion from that of another,
He oblerves this man’s faith {trong, and that man’s weak,
one whofe faith grows exccedingly, and his charity abounds;
another again, whofe faith {eems rcady to fail. The weak
reed the affiftance of the ftrong in the Chriftian profeffion,
But the weakeft faith juftifies in Paul’s fenfe eqnally as the
firongeft.  Tor the divine righteoufnefs which is believed,
being neither fubje& to growth nor decay, nor to any
variation, 1s unto all and upon all them that believe with.
cut differance,

As education 1n the churches was certainly intended for

confirming and perfecting the faith of them that believe, I
fe¢ no better dire@ion that can be given to all its proteflors,

than by pointing out Abrabam for their pattern, and faying
with yﬂmﬁ Seefl thou bow faith wrought avith his works,
end by works awas faith made perfe@ ? And if any man’s
faith do not fhew itfelf in works of love to that truth which
18 the fole hinge of Chriftian union and charity, and which
the world in 1ts moft decent form always hates, I am very
well fatisfied that his faith be called empty, notional, hifto-
rical, traditionary, or by any epithet by which one would
hanity, that fuith without works is dead, or that faith is dead
being alone.  For I am not difpofed to quarrcl about words,
provided the Scripture-notion of things be retained,
Now, to give a fhort fummary of what I have faid; Faith,
} fay, doces not jullify the ungodly, nor pacify the guilty
confcience
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confcienée as the principle of any goed difpofition 5 buit it
pacities the confcience, or furnithes the anfwer of a good
confcience, before God, by Chnit’s works alone without
ours, and {o becomes the principle of good difpofitions and
works. The truth teftified concerning Chuilt, made known
to the confcience, pives peace 3 and by dowmng this, becomes
in us a principle to will and to do what is pleafing to God,
For if any thing, befide the work of Chrift, be confidered
in my thoughts as acedful to quiet the fenfe of guilt, I
muft ftill be in doubt, if I Hve really done that thing,
be it called believing, or by any other name, with fuffi-
cient heartinefs, {ertoufnefs or fincerity 3 {o I can never {o
much as begin to love God, while I do not percetve his jui-
tice as already fatished, T can never begin to love God, 1
fay, till I firlt fee him jult io jultifying me ungodly as I
ftand. a

[ have chofen to be more particular on this fubjet, for
the reafon mentioned near the heginning of my letter,
Yaou fcem indeed to comcide with my meaning, i that part
of your letter, where you fay, ¢ I {ee and own great im-
“ propricties, 1 many popular addrefles, urging perfons
“ to certain acts as previous to justification; for thofe
“alts of foul, if right, flow from juftifying faith, and
“fo the. perfon s really juftified, previous to the
« exertion of them.”” DBut as your fore-cited de cription
of juifftying faith 1sfuch as many preachers, whom I op-
pofe, will readily agree to, asit evidently carries the air of
their doftrine; Iam led to doubt, if you clearly undere
ftand the difference betwixt me and them.

Now if you do not perceive, the importance and extent
of the difference betwixt my opponents and me, it i§ im-
poflible you can digeft the feverity of my {tyle againt them.
Yea, you muft bear a2 warm fide toward them, and be dil-
pofed to palliate thew errars as only occafional improprie-
ties.  DBut 1t is the very foul, fpint and {cope of their doc-
trine, as it lives and aéls in thoufands, that I attack. I
oppofe their moft formal defcriptions of faith, wherein they
study the greatest mcenefs and accuracy. In a word, I
oppofe the paffages in their writings that are most adinired
by their followers. If you want an mstance of this, you

find a veéry remarkable one already produced inmy. fixth
letter,
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letter, p. 448. It is indeed aftonifhing to find the con-
grcgational churches, whereit might be expelted the apog-
tolic do@rine fhould be preferved in its greateft purnty,
learning their faith from the keenelt enemies of Chnlt’s
do@rine of the kingdom of heaven, from fworn enemies to
the Christian order ; and not cnly fo, but learning it from
fuch paflages of their writings, as molt palpably undermine
the righteoufnels of the Lord and Saviour, by teaching the
hearers to eftablifh their own.  No man who duly attends
to this will fay, that only the out-works or cccafional 1m-
propricties of the popular dotiine are obnoxious to my
cenfure., |

Befides, it ought to be remembered, T do not quote from
the mouth of the preacher, where improprieties and inad-
vertenccs may eafily be overlooked. I quote from the de-
liberate writings and printed buoks, not of afew lefs noted
preachers, but cf thofe eminent men, who are confidered
2s patterns of preaching to others.  Again, not of men
whofe reputation refts on the opinion of one party, but
the men of chief note for orthodoxy in both the estabifhed
churches, as well as among the diffenters.  And what 18
more, I chiefly attack that leading fentiment, wherem,
notwithstanding their various other differences, they are

principally agreed, and mutually fupport cach other, I
oppofition to the faith I contend for.

You kindly offer me ag opportunity of juftifying mylfelt
from the heavy charge of intending to overturn, Chriftianity
itfelf, and of being deflitute of charity; and you obligingly
offer me your fervice in veporting my deferce. But I m-
cline to {ave both you and myfclf this trouble. Iand my
friends are well familiarized with the charge of betng ene-
mies to Chriftianity, and deftitute of charity 3 and what 1s
more, we do not want to appear in any other light to our
adverfaries. It rather gives us pain, ‘when we find {fome
votaries of the popular doftrine ready, through iguorance
and mistake, to confider us as good chriftians, on a foot-
ing with themfelves, Chriftiamty and chanty are words
expreffive of the {cheme and temper which every party 15
fondeft of, Even our reviewers are ready to fhew us their
approbation or diflike, by telling us what is fuitable or dif-
agrecable to the fpirit of Chriftianity. - In Chriftian nati-

C ons
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ons thefe words have much the fame import, 2s zeal for the
Law had among the Jews, who faid in contempt of thofe
wio hearkened to Chnift, Have any of the Rulers or of
. the Plarifees believed on h.m ; but this people who knoweth
not the law are curfed.

Mean tune, there 15 no ocecafion to fear that anciont
Chrittiamity be wnjured b - debafing the names moft highly
eftcemed among men,  Chriftianity rather fuffers when the
charatter of God 1s debafed. And this 15 always done
when men go about to vitiate or change the true ground of
acceptance with him,—As you have mentioned that crafty
picce, Coryfhanity not founded on Argument, I will here take
the liberty to {ay, that, for all the replies to 1t I have yet
{een, 1t vemams unan{wered, except by the principles main-
tained 1n rn}r letters.—But then I have ¢ frained the doc-
¢ ¢-iaes of free grace fo highas to render them ridiculous.”
On this 1 fhall 0*11 fay, that thefe doltrines, as they are
furply exhibited in the Ngw-Teftament, always were and
wili be ridiculous 1n the eyes of the men of note for devo-
tion, as well as the men of fafhion, And no man needs to
quarrel with me for holding them in fuch ridiculous light,
while 1 lay myfr..]f fanly open to fhare 1 the nidicule.

The notion of divine grace, maintained 1 the letters, 1s
the bond of mnion in the churches with us, and 1t 1s the
great hinge on iwhich our difcipline turns, We receive
nene but {fuch as feem to underitand and love 1t; and we
excdommunicate every one who difcovers his ignorance or
difitke ot 1t.  This you will eafily fee mult make the good
people of our neighbourhood averfe to us.  Yet, 1f you
were acquainted with our moft obfervant enemies in Seof-
land, vou would find that they are no lefs averfe to us on
account of our ftraining the doétrines of Chriftian practice,
particularly Chirift’s doétrine of alms-giving, 1n oppofition
ta covetouinefs, to a like ridiculous height as thofe about
grace.—1n the one refpe&t, the good people are oftended
with us for legalilm, or {etting up the Popith merit of good
works ; and in the other for antinomiamilm.  For you may
calily judge, the good people would not find fault with us
b ut for fomcthmg that 1s bad.  You may likewife readily
¢ nciude, as thele caufes procure us hatred and contempt,

fo they naturally tend to make us both poor and few ; and
{a



(15 )

I> to prevent our muking head, as afaétion or party of this
world.  You will at the fame time obferve, that fo far as
onr do&rine reconciles our minds to thefe confequences, we
will be the lefs anxtous about what light we are confidered
i by dufcrent parties 3 and we will be the lefs difpofed to
court the favour ol any party, by attemptine to {uften or
remove the canfes of their difpleaiure,

I apprehiend it 15 no very difficult matter to write on reli-
gron 1o fuch a manner as to imprefs the generality of veaders
with at lcaft an high opinton of the author’s piety | the
they fhould receive no other benehit by what 1s written,
This 1s a path {ufliciently beaten.  And the authosr’s pious
defign 1s commonly pleaded, and commonly ferves as a
vall to cover s defe&ts and blemithes,  The letters on
Theron and Aftafio beg no quarter from the public on this
fcore.  An attentive reader of them needs, I think, be
at no lofs to fee that the avthor expelts and defies the re-
fentment of all parties.

If I have ufed freedom with feveral highly refpclted
names, has not Mr. Hurvcy mvited me, orrather corpell-
ed me, to try ther weight and value accordg to the
flandard of truth, by the mannerin which he has extollvd
them ? He commended them as guides to heaven.  Whien
I compared them with the New-Teftament, I fourd them
leading us the contrary road.  And what fhould hinder me
from expreffing my mind as freely as Mr. Hervey has done
his? T have fince had the opportunity of obferving how e
rehigions people read the New-Teftament with attention, br
finding fo many boggling at the expreffion of a devout jieih
to hell. ' When the Pherifees converted an idolatrous Pagan to
become their profclyte, did they not make him zealous for
God and his law, fo more devout than he was before? Yct
Chriit fays, they made him twefold more the child of Hell
than themfelves, I have likewife feen, by a very palpable
proof, that the bulk of rehigious people are {wayed much
more by reverence for emment men, than by the fear of
God and his word. "I find moft of them much more in-
terefted about the honor and credit of their Rubbics, than
the controverfy about acceptance with God.

. But then, 1 have charged artifice and bad d.fign upon
thefe eminent men,  Itis evident, I think, from my letters,

e Cz2 - that
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that they and 1 difier about the faith, or that they oppofe,
what T call the fuith once delivered to the faints, evenas 1 op-
mofe therr faithy Now that I have not miftaken them, I
tave the teflimony of many who muft be confidered as the
propercit witneffes 1 this cafe.  For I daily find all theix
meft zealous and intelligent admivers, who certainly ought
to underfland their doéinine beft, ready to depreciate, as in-
sigoibicant, what I call juitityiny faith, by every epithet of
oiteait and contempt.  This bewng the open ftate of the
"aiL, hove can I thmk that men can undermine the moft
soly faith with a good defign ¢ Or how can I think that
raen can tic the very word of God ifelf to {erve that pur-

-ofe, in ﬁmpli-..ity and codiy ﬁnccriny
Vhen I lee a train of manifold artifice ferving one pur-
*:a'm, and undermining what I hold moft facred, muft I
hink of no contriver ¢ And mnit I fhut my eyes, or ten.
dorty hvow a vail over the artifice, for fear, left {ome re-
fiection fhould f21l ca the contriver? For my part the per-
verters of the golpel ave at {ull Liberty,  to proportion, a-
mong 4 ﬂtmfel‘:c", what fhare in the contrivance falls to
each; only, T claim the Lberty of expofing every artifice
ccatnft the truth, let the blame of the contrivance light
where it may.——I have hieard cowplaints from many, of my
{cverity agninft the popular preachers; but from what I
have faid, “both now and formerly, you will perceive that
the complainers muft appear tome, asonly taking that me-
thod of acquainting me, that they diflike the faith I con-

tend {or. |

Moreover, Iam told, fome fafhionable preachers like my
performance as Inteaded to fink the eharalters of thofe
ml ed, gofpel-preachers. I am glad to hear it, © Le: the
latter df:fend themielves. Pcrhaps, duriag the fray, fome
few detached individuals, perceiving miltakes wpon both
{ides, may come to obtain {ome notion of the ancient gol-
pel: and thus Palemen’s end will he gained.—1 under-
itand that thofc, reckoned gofpel-preachers in Scofland, have
heen ezpofed to the ikze inconveniency by the means of my
Jetters.  Yet I am acquainted with near a fcore of goipel-

preachers, who feem no way apptehenfive of having thew
charalers funk by the emulation of any par ty, or by means

of any produdtion from the prefs.  Perhaps 1t will be ffiud
Lney
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they are already fo low as to be almoft beneath the fear of-
fnking much farther, even as, according to the common
fimilitude, the thrub eahly efcapes the ftorm that bears hard
on the ftately trece. However that be, one thing is cer-
tain, the gofpel itfelf funk the characters of 1ts firlt prea-
chers {o low in the world, as rendered it quite abfurd for
them to emulate m reputation the men of wifdom, tafte,and
fafhion, and fo faved them the difgrace of being foiled in
the conteft.—I, and my friends, in rating rofpel-preachers, -
judge 1t {afeft, furft to fettle in our minds what 1s the gofpel
Laul preached ; and we confider none as goipel-preachers
but thofe who fairly preach that. If men do not faily
preach that, 1t fimfics little to us what pretenfions they
may have to the charadter of being ¢ truly gracious perfons,
“ fincere 1n their views, {ound i their principles, or have-
““ ing a real love to the dotrmes of what 1s called I'ree-
“ Grace.” Many, 1t would {eem, having firlt imbibed a
high opinion of the goodnefs ot certain eminent preachers,
too fondly or inconfiderately prefume that their doéivine
muft be found, When the do&trine thus found found comes
to be retailed by fucceeding preachers, thele alfo become
good men by virtue of the found dodirine, And by this
rotation of the goodnefls of men, and foundnels of doétrine,
the attention of many is drawn away from the ancient form
of found words and fimplicity of the apoftolic faith : which
infenfibly wears out of fight, while the minds of men are
occupied with the importance of other things very foreign
to 1t.

Now, if I muft give my opinion of my own performance,
I am ready to fay, that Palemon propofes to contend for
the divize righteoufnefs, finithed on the crofs, as the {olz
requifite to juflification. In evincing this, he looks around
on all forts of men, and examines their various pretenfions
to righteoufnefs on.every fide. Whatever he finds oppofed
to or {et up nftead of the divine righteoufnefs he refolutely
attacks, In domg this, he makes ufe of every weapon he
can lay his hand upon, and according to his various ogea-
fions, he lays hold. on whatever weapon he can moft readily
wield, and by which he may cut deepeft, whether it be

ksen fatire, difdainful irony, the contemptous fmile, indig-
nant frown, or. more cool reafoning. And all along, he
C3 appears
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appears to think very gravely that the feripture fupports him
mail this.  He {eems particularly to have had m his eye
Jeremich’s maxun of war, fpare no arrows, While in pur-
fuance of his main defign, he fots afide all the boafted dif-
tinCtions among men, reducing all to their level, or fhewing
there is no difference, it will readily appear to the few friends
of Puul’s gofpel, that the popular do€irine, with its contris
vers and followers, behoved to be the principal objedt of
his attention and oppofition, as being the thing moft
highly iifted vp among men, and with greateft artifice too,
egainft the revealed richteoufnels.  Yet the popular prea-
chers cannot with a goud grace complain that he has courted
the favour of any fet of their opponents to their prejudice.
So far from that, he has allowed them the firlt claim to be
fghly elteemed among men, asbeing formoft m the natio-
ral nighteoufnefs.  Yet, on account of this very precidence,
- he confiders them as remoteft from the kingdom of heaven.
As he views the felf righteons pretenfions of all {forts of
men as founded in deceit, {o be beholds the felf-righteout-
nefs promoted by the popolur doftrine, while hifting its
head highelt, as fupported by the arcatelt complication of
artifice, decert, and hypoenfy @ all other difguifes or pre-
tences to righteoufnefs being much more eafily fecnthrough.
Add to thrs, that the deceit of the popular doctrine pro-
ceeds wholly on the abufe of the clearelt and moft augn{’c
revelation of divine grace and truth,

Now I am perfwaded, there are only forme, as you fay,
of the fathionable preachers, who fhew any ford.efs for the
Jetters, and that only on fome occafions, or in fome ref-
pe&ts; for if we may judge of them in general by ther
good friends the Reviewers, the letters ferve to awaken m
. them no fmall fretfulnefs and difguff.  Yea they feem on this
occafton, as fellow-fufferers, to {ympathize with the popu-
lar preachers, whom they do not chufe to fee handled 13
quite fo ferious a manner, but would rathér retain, as ufualy
for a fund of pleafantry to themfelves and therr frrends-:
whereas, in the progrefs of my cppofition to the popular
dotrine, they moft frequently find occafion for the old
complamt,—T hus faying, thou reproacheft us alfo.

However, as I hinted already, if the juftling of different
parties, quarreling about their feveral pretenfions to righte-

. - ouinefs,
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oufrtels, fhall ferve to publifh the controverfy, and awaken
the attention of {fome feattered individuals to Paul’s gofpel,
my e d is gamed. Ho you fee it s a matter of no great
mement to me what they fay about the Letters, provided
they only talk enongh or make a fuflicient noife about them.
You will likewife obferve, that my defign muft be chiefly
thwarted by thofe prudent preachers, who, cautious above
all things of their worldly eafe and tranquillity, read the
Letters and hold their peace, affeéting a very conl neutra.
lity, and defiring' hothing more than to fee the controverfy
quictly huthed.

As T ptopofed to contend for Paul’s gofpel, it muft be
fome fatisfaltion to me to obferve the account I have given
of it having any effe(t imilar to what attended s firft
preaching 1t,  Upon one occafion we are told. #nd when
be had faid thefe words, the Jews d parted, und bad great
reafoning among themfelves.  Upon another,~—Some mocked,
and others faid, we will hear thee again of this matier.—~How-
betty certain men clave unto him and believed, few of any note
it would feem, among the which was Dionyfius the Arespa-
gitey and a woman named Damaris, and others aith them.

If one would enter into my vicws, or yet oppofe me per-
tinently, he ought particularly to eonfider my zhird Letter,
where 1 endeavour to modernize the ancient controverly a-
bout the gofpel, ur accommodate it to our own times.
You will fee there, that I confider the popalar preachersm
the fame light wherein Chrift and ‘Pau/ point out the Pha-
rifees and Judaizers. And I have endeavoured to imitate
the example given me, 1 the temper I have fhewn toward
them, [ allow them their proper excellency, in compart-
fon with other parties, while yet I keep thisin my cye,
that the publicans and harlots enter into the kingdom of
God before them., .. |

Were I to point out any paflages in my Letters that I
am particularly fond of, T would mention that in the clofe
of my fifth letter ; where the converfion of a popular prea-
cher is deferibed ; the recommendation of books near the
middle of the fixth letter, and the two notes near the end.
Not that thefe paffages contain ahy thing but what is
ﬂfmed at 1n every page; but as they have proved, efpe-
cially the fecond, fit for the purpofe- of awakening atten~
Lion to the main defign of the boyk.
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I have only to add, that, throughout your letter, you
do not feem to attend fufficiently to the importance of the
controverfy 3 nor to refle@ that men may be as felf-nighte.
ous in the Chriftian as in the Jewifh way; as much
in alts of foul about what is called Chrift, as the Jewsn
their zeal about the law. For even i that part of your
letter, where your words come nearcft to my {enle, you
fpeak of thofe aéts of foul, which I call {elf-righteous, i
fuch a manner, asif the chief fault, to be found with them,
lay in the impropriety of timeing them wrong, and as if
they might be right, if rightly ‘timed or placed. Whereas,
felf-jufifying aéts mufk ever be in their very nature extremely
oppofite to works of love to the juftifying righteoulncls al.
ready finithed ; {o can never in any fhape or inany refpect
be fuppofed to be right, or to foaw from juffifying faith.

You fee [ am far from declining the correfpondence you
have fo frankly offered.  And Ihope the length of my let.
ter will ferve as an apology for its not heing fooner tos-
warded. I prefume likewife I have not by any referve pre-
cluded your furcher freedom. My chief aim, you {ee, has
been to lead you to re-confider the main hinge of the con-
trover(y.

On the whole, I am.obliged to you for your letter,
which contains the moft diftin& account I have yet heard of
the reception of my Letters, and the impreflion they have
made in London ; which is the more agreeable to me, as it
correfponds fo much with what I have heard from other
places, and often hearin the place where £ live. And if
you will take the trouble to report my warmelt vefpects to
the few, who it feems have greater fenfibility and tender-
nefs for the ancient gofpel, than for the credit of any man;
affuring them I regard them,not the lefs for their. being very

cw, you will {till more oblige,

Sik,

Hour. very, humble [fervant,

Ff&: 2’ 11758- |
ROBERT SANDEMAN.

LETTER
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LETTER Il

Samuel Pike f0 Robert Sardeman.
Sir,

OUR frank and open reply to my lait, encourages me
to take the freedom of continuing the correfpondence;
m hope it may prove mutually vfetul.  And that it may be
the more {o, I fhall write without referve in making objec-
tions and propofing quevies relating to the important {ub-
jc&t treated of in your Letters. 1 fhall take no notice of
any little difference between us, about meats, or titles, or
the millennium, &c. but keep in view the one thing needful.
The fentiments you have exhibited in your reply to me,
concerning the nature of faith, and of faith as jultifying
and fantifying, are fuch as I highly approve of ; although
we may fall into a very different way of expreffion upon the
fame fubjeét. And I heartily concur with yon in faymg,
“ That whatever perfon or thing 1s exalted or elteemed m
“ competition with the righteouinefs of Chrift, in the mat-
“ter of juftification, muft draw our indignation, i pro-
““ portion as we love the divine truth.” But what a pity
15 it, that where we are united in the {ame foundation-truth,
we fhould fo widely differ about human perfons and human
writings.  And perhaps you will think it a fufficient reaion
to fufpe& my clearnefsin thefe points, if I venture to {peak
i1 hehalf of thofe writers and wnitings which you {o vehe-
meatly oppofe.  Be that as it will, I muft write my mind
freely upon them. |
You very juftly obferve, ¢ that if I do not perceive the
““ importance and extent of the difference hetween you and
““your opponents, it is impoffible that I fhould digeft the
“feverity of your flile againft them *? but it does not 1m-
mediately follow, that ¢ I muft bear a warm fide towards
“them: for I may coneeive your fentiments and expreflions
tpon the momentous point to bz in fome refpetts more
clear, pure and confiftent than their's ; asd {o far may rather
bear a warm fide towards your faith,
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However, that I may more fully fee the importance of
the difference between vou and them, I fhall put a few
plain queftions, to which I muft beg you would give me a
fuccinét anfwer, void of that {everity of ftile which feems
too natural to you. It I underftand and receive the truth,
it muft be wpan the foating of evidence, and not of fatyri.
cal language,  Thefe queftions T fhall referve to the clofe
of this letter, and in the mean time give my opinion, how
tar T apprehend you have miltaken or mifreprefented the
writings you oppote ; 1n order that you may fec how far I
difapprove your fpirit, though I cordially embrace your
principles, fo far as, at prefent, I have a conception of them,

You fpeak of the idols of the prefent gencration of Phas
nifees ¢ Which very expreflicn has an air of conten:pt and
¢nvy ; two principles very oppofite to the fpirit of Chriftia.
nity. But what do you imagine fuch authors are idofized
(or, to {peak in {ofter language, admired) for, efpecially
by the {erious part of profefled Chriftians? Is it for their
definition of juftifying faith ? Is it becaufe they believe affu.
rance to be of its efledce? Is it becanfe they fometimes in-
cautioufly introduce good duties and good endeavours, and
good motions as previous and prepavitory to faving faith ?
There may be fome indeed, that may have their efteem for
them raifed upon fuch accounts as thefe : but T am per-
{uaded for myfelf, that thefe are not the general reafons why
they are fo much approved. So far from it, that moft
within the compafs of my knowledge, lock upon thefe par-
ticulars as defeds 1 their writings,  What they are valued
for, befides the livelinefs and fertoufnefs of their ftile 5 is be.
caufe they clearly ftate and defend the doirine of free jufti-
hication by the imputed righteoufnels of Chnft.  Andif {o,
what are you about, while yon take all pains to depreciate
their writings, and rank them with thofe that are enemies
to thofe traths? let me :intreat you to be watchful over
yourlelf in this matter, left you fhould be found fighting
againft fome of the farrhful {ervants of Jifus Chrift.  But
this 1 am certin of, that your keennefs in thefe refpedts 1s
far from having a tendency to anfwer your end, either upon
them or others. It is argument and evidence, Sir, which are
the only proper method of convi@tion, by your own ac-

knowlidgement.  When, in reading yonr Letters, I fee
3
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a train of argument purfued to evince the truth, and to de-.
teét, any corruptions of it, I can read with attention, plea-
fure and profit.  But when you run into the declamatory
ftile, your writing then ‘appears both unprofitable and
ofienfive. |

Befides, T cannot but conceive, that you are fometimes
miftaken m your reprefentations of what you call the po-
putar dectrine.  For mflance: Upon the popular plan, you
fd}f, e can ncver have peace in our confciences, until awe be

[oifible of fome begintng of a good difpofition towards Chrifl.
Now, {ctting afide {fome few unguarded expreffions and ad-.
drefles, you will find, that the gencral dnift and purport of
theirdodtrine s juit the contrary to this ; both Marfbal ard.
Heivey, to convince perlons, that aothing of this nature does
or can recommend to God, or be any part of their juititying
righteoufnels : and their principal view 1s to beget and draw
torth fuch thoughts in the mind, aslead the foul entirly out .
of itfelf to Chrift alone for righteoufnefs—Again, you fay,
she Iruth toflified concerning (brifly made known to the co fei-
encey gives peacey and by this means becomes a principle to awill
andto do what 15 pleafing to God.  In this you perfettly co-
meide with the general plan and view of Marfhal. Arxd

. here I muft remark, that you have moft obvioufly miftaken
that author, in applying the whole that he fays concerning
fandlification or performing awhat is pleafing to Gody to the
tubjet of juflificarion : in which point he 15 as clear as you
can be,

Upon the whole, it does not appear that the difference
between you and them is fo very great, fince they profefledly
preach the true doftrine of juftification by frece grace, and
n all their deferiptions of faith, however in fome refpeéts
mproperly exprefled, aim to direét the eye of the foul to
Chuft alone for juftification, .

15 there be any derrec of truth in what 1s fuid above ; how
unhappily®are you miftaken in being fond of that defeription
you give of the converfion of a pop:dar preacher, as if fuch
an one muft necefiarily be an unconverted perfon; and of
that yecommendation of books you refer to. Surely you
onght, in thefe refpefls, to bethink yourfclf afrefh; left
you thouid come under the awful cenfure in Aatthenv viie
I,—~—75.

Having
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Having juft mentioned the affair of giving encominms up.
on authors; I'would here frecly confels that Mr. Hervey
has been in my efteem much too liberal in giving chara@ers
of books : Yet I cannot but be perfuzded, that you have
gone very far into the contrary extreme. He never mentions
an author but with a view to recommend him ; you, on the
contrary, never mention one but with a view to find fault,
So that if we fhould attend to and comply with the {pint
that runs through your Letters in this regard, we fhould
be out of conceit with all human writings whatloever, ex-
cepting your own. Which of the two is moft criminal in
this cafe, Mr. Hervey or yourdelf, I will not pretend to de.
termine. It is a general maxim, I own, among 3he po.
- pular preachers, that it 1s fafeflt to err on the charitable fide.
I cannot join in with this maxim 1n all cafes; but muit be
{o free as to own, I cannot be perfuaded that the contrary
is always true ; or that it is beft to’err on the moft cenfo-
rious fide.

But what moft of all {furprifes me in your Letter i3, that
you aim to fupport the charge of ariifice upon thefe eminent
men. L he charge 1s 1n 1ts nature very grievous and heavy
mdeed 5 and, could it be pofitively proved, it ought to be
Jaid onwith an unanfwerable feverity.,  But here your evi-
dence apparently fals. I fhould have thought that you
would have been contented with ranking them amongit
fincere Pharifees. - But now ye have them reprefented in a
point of light, that is odicus to Reafon as well as Religion,
to Heathem{m as well as Chritianity.  What though their
admirers depreciate as infignificant, what you call juftifying faiif,
avich cvery epithet of contempt and difgufl, muft you therefore
cherge them with vndermining the moft holy faith with 4
bad defign ? So far from it, that it does not follow, they
a&tually undernmine 1t ate/.  For it may be, and I am per-
{fuaded in many cafes it 1s, no more than a miftake of cach
others words, which occafions the oppofition. But how-
ever difficult it may be to perfuade you into this opinion ;
yet furely you ought to have fufpended this cenfure, until
you could have brought evident proof of it, or could look
into their hearts, Befides, Sir, have yon forgot the cor-
ruption and deceitfulnels of the heart; and do you not
know that there is a remainder, at leaft, of that dfceitfu}-

neis
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nefs and@ficpravity cven in the hearts of trne believers?
And .8%ou then charge them with {uch fort of wilful

contrivance and deceit as gives your readers anidea of them,
as wicked defigning perfons ! Although yen claim ¢ liberiy
of expofing every artifice aganf! the truth, that 1, every n-
ftance of falfe and delufive reafoning 3 yet you have ro -
berty to impute it to malicious, wicked and wilful defign :
remembering that yourfelf may become chargeable herewith,
without your being confcious of any artful or miquiticus
tews. And had I time and room I could, I belicve, point
out fome conftructions which you give of the pepular write-
ings, that cannot, without a grain of charity, be imputed
to any thing clfe, thana wilful perverfion of thar meaning
and deligns

I have but one thing more to remark, belere I conciude
my letter with the interded queltions.  Zou are for matking
vfeof every avecpon you can moff readily wvield to ettack every
felfe pictenfion o a juylify ing righiecyfuefs. You mention lecn
fatirey difdainful ircey, the contemptons [miley the tadignart
frown, and more ceof reafoning,  But all the while you have
forcot the foft charientifmus, asa weapon you are not expert
m theufe of: whereas, if you could have condefeended to
have taken this part of the chiulian armour, it might have
conemore execution, becaule 1t 1s properly a Clriffian wea-
pon:  with meelnefs inftrutng thofe that oppofe them-
“felves, if peradventure God fhould give them repentance,
“io the acknowledgment of the trutin.”

Now, that [ might more clezaaly fee the rature and impor-
tance of the difference between you and the popular prea-
chers, I would lay ont afew queftions; a plain anfwer to
which may be truly mftruciive and vfeful, - And affure your-
{elf that I do not put them with a captious or infnaring
view, but in true fimplicity, to be able to form a clear and
cecifive judament of the controverfy,

1. How would you exhost, advife or addrefs ftupid and
unconcerned fouls ¢ You lave told me mm what way you
vould fpeak to one under a {fenfe of auili s hut as to thefe
cthers, isit not their duty to read, licar, proy, think, aveid
) company, &e. and are thc—y not then to be ¢xhorted ac-
cordingly both in private and public ?

-2, How does faith juitify theungodly ? Isit only by con.
D
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veying peace into their confciences? Or have you your
eye only upon that juftification that ts in the conference ? If

{5, what notion have you -of the time and manner of the
altual juftification of a perfon, whether an adult or an
mfant ¢

3« Isaperional perfuafion ot myown mtereft in Chrift in-
cluded 11 the real belief of the truth ? If it be, then.what ig
the meaning of your very judicions arguments againit the
popular {entiment on this head; and what foundatien can
there be for fuch a belief, fince the feripture no where de-
claves concerning any particular perfon, that Chrift’s righte.
owfnels is fis 2 If 1t be not, then how can a mere belief
of the gofpcl-report give peace to the confcience 5 fince after
all that isdire@tly contained in the goipel, thereis room for
any perfon to fear his belng for ever miferable ?

4. What idcas have you under thofe a&ive terms of comes
g, trufling, recciviag, flying to, labourtng, firiving, &c.
which are found in feripture ? Are they all folf-rivhteons alls!
Ard cannot a perfon aftively come to Chrift for falvation,
cmbrace him, {Ir. without "bemng chargeable with domng
fomething in a {elf-righteons way ?

5. What is your opinion concerning the doulits and fears
of ferious perfons, as to their ftate God-ward ! are fuch
doubts inconfiftent with true faith in the confcience? If
they are inconfiftent therewith, muft not then affurance be
of the cffence of faith 3 andif not, how can the confcience
then be faid to be a@ually pacified by the bload of Chrift in
a way of pure believing ¢ And what method 1s a believer to
take to get hus doubts refolved ?

6. What is your notion concerning inherent grace or
tyue holinefs in the heart? Is there any fuch holinefs wrought
~ in the heart of a believer, by the Spirit ; andis it an abide-
ing principle m the {oul or no?

7. Ave there any books (befides the Bible) now fubfift-
ing, which you can fafely recommend to the perufal of per-
fons concerned about religion 2 Which are they?  How
fur can you recommend them ?  And cannot you, in {ome
refpeds, feribufly recommend fome of thofe writings, which
you have eniticiled upon ¢

Several nther queltions of the Like fort may be added, or

1} e molft of thefe may be comprifed-into_this one 3 What
* - effucts
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effets has-the belief of the fimple truth, as to our holinefs

and comfort? Or I may have occafion to put afew queftions

more 1n another letter, unlefs your anfwer to thefe prove
{ufficient to preclude them.  In the meantime, Ileave the
former part of this lctter to your {erious perufal, not expedl-
ing or delirng an immediate anfwer thereto.  What I.am
principally concerned about 1sto have a clear fatisfaltory
anfwer to the above queries ; becaufe what I have moft at
heart 1s, more and more to underftand the gofpel, and to
be able to propagate it pure, without any pharifaical-or
antinomian mix{ures.

As you are favoured with the talent of exprefiing your
mind with a happy perlpicuity; I hope by your reply to
obtamn a more diftinét view of the grand point in contedl,
And may the {pint of wifdom and revelation in the know-
ledge of Chrilt, grant us both more and more of the zruth
of the gofpel in our confcicnces, and of the fpirit of tlic
gofpel mn-our hearts.

I reft your’s, &c.

SAMUEL. PTKE.
March 115 1758..

LETTERIV,

Robert Sandeman 2 Samuel Pike.
Sir,
T HOUGH you Kave already feen my mind ina greater

variety, ot views than 1 have had accefs to fee YOUrS
and though K be much cafier to afk queftions than to give
proper and diltinct anfwers to them : yet £ am willing to
give you any fanisfattion the Scripture affords me, as to
thofe yon have now laid before me,
t. Asto yonr furft queftion, ¢ How I would exhort, ad-
“vife or addrefs ftupid unconcerned fouls, £7.”” 1 am of the
nind, that a preacher of the golpely as fuch, ought to have

D2 no
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no mfluence on men but by means of the gofpel which he
preachies.  We are informed, that when Pau/ difcourfed
*“ concermng the faith in Corifl, and as he reafoned of righte-
“ oufnels, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix
“ trembled.”” I think I need not ftay to comment on this
and othzr padages, ferving to fhew that the faith which
Faal preached 1s all-fufficient to awaken and to comfort, to

wound and to heal.—As to the latter part of the queftion
abcut duty, Lam perfuaded it is the duty of every man in
cvery condition to obey every divine command.  The gof-
pel always suppofes this, while addrefling all men as finners,
it demonftrates their danger and difcovers the remedy,
Yet 1t 15 abfurd to fuppole that any man canlove the gofpel,
or obey it, till he believeit.  Therefore to urge unbelievers
to any fhadow of that obedience, as preparative to juftifica.
tion by faith, can have no other effett than to lead them to
cftabiith their own righteoufnels, and to ftand in awe of the
preacher,---The duties you have {pecified are chiefly exer-
cifes relating to chritian devouon.  When unbelievers are
aver-awed into the praltice of thefe, I fee the influence of
the pavith-minifter, not of the gofpel-preacher.  Yet Tam
perfuaded it 1s the duty of all believing parents to bring up
their children 1 the nurture and admonition of the Lord,
or to tram them up in Chriltianity from their earlieft years.
2. As'to the next queltion, “ How dcea faith juthily the
“ ungodly ? &Jr.”” Inorder toanfwer it the more diftic dly,
I would firft {eparate it from another conflideration often
confounded with it, to wit, How fhail one know that he is
juibihed ! I maintain then, that Ged juitifies the ungodiy
when he mputes righteoufaels to them. The imputed
rigchteoufnels 1s conveyed to men only by the divine reve-
{ation concerning 1t.  When this revelation is believed or
Lecomes one’s faith, then he is juftified, then righteoufrels
i3 imputed to him: even as Pau/ fays, *To him tnat
““ worketh not, but believeth on him that juftifieth the un-
“codly, bis foith is counted for vighteoufne/s.””  Hence God
is {o often faid to jultify men by faith : or when he perfuades
them that the righteoufnefs finithed by Chrift is alone fufi-
cient to juftify them.—As to mfants ; jultification comes
to a parent, and his houfe, at the fame time by means of

the fame revelation.  For as this whole matter proceeds on
| ihe
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the divine word ; the addrefs of the gofpel bringing {alva.
tion to a parent and lus houfe runs thus, ¢ Believe on the
“Lord Jefus Chnfty, and thou fhalt be faved, and thy
“houfe.” The parent then believing, according to what
1s fpoken, 1s juftified together with his houles.. And we
may as eafily conceive mfants made righteous by Chnit’s
obedience, as made finners by Adam’s didobedience.

Now as to the other enquiry, How juftification by faith
fhews 1tfelf by its effes on the heart and life ! T would fay
that the firll effect of faith 1s joy or peace with God.  And
this joy 1s the beginning of charty, which rejoiceth with
the truth, Thus I fay, beginslove with all 1ts aftedlions,
confent, approbation, efteem, defire, reliance, gratitude, (9.
Now if the nature and ground of this joy be enquired into,
it will appear, that 1t does not preceed on any per{uafion
that T ama juftilicd perfon; that nghteoufnefs 1s 1mputed
unto me ; or that there 1s any difference whatever betwixt
me and others, It preceeds wholly ona new difcovery of
God.  The finner, to whom this difcovery is made, Is
comforted in beholding God juft, in jultifying the vngodly,
or 1n knowing that a righteoulnels {ufficient for his accep-
tance 15 alveady fimfhed,  He {ees nbow what Lie could never
underftand before, that without any work or endeavour on
his part, he may de juflijied in the prefence of the jult God.
And this 15 the very {pring of his joy. Now I maintain
1t, as a fure pomt of doétrine, that every one who is thus
periuaded that he may be juflifi=d, is in rveality juflified, a par-
taker of the heavenly calling, accepted in the fio it of Cod,
and accordingly finds joy and peace in believing.  But when
this do&trine comes to beapplicd to particnlar caics, or wien
the queftionis put, Hew fhall it appear that Tama juitizied
perfon? then a wide field is opencd for felf-examination,
not only as to what I believed for acceptance, but alfo to
what fort of joy and peace I had in believing,  Here the
faith of the Apoftles ar.d fir ft Chriftians, with its fruits, muft
be confidered as the authentic Randard by which every man
mult try himfelf, ws well as be judged by others.
| When the nature of that pain, from which the gofpel re-
Lieves, i3 attended to, it may well be allowed, that when

one 33 firlt comforted by the gofpely his mind will be fo mu. a
occupred with the new and amisble difcovery of God exlhii
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bited there; as to fufpend for fome time the quafion, What
am [ now, am I a true believer, a juftified perfon or not ?
But when his firft impreffions have fomewhat fubfided, it
will be natural for him to refle@ in fome fueh manner as this.
““ My thoughts have been very agreeably emploved.  Some.
“thing new has pafled over my mind. 'This is very like
“what [ read 1 the New-Teftament of the firlt believers i
¢ Chuift, and of the joy they had when they firft knew him,
“ Tor, methinks, like them, T conld run all ritks for the
* kingdom of heaven’s fake,—But I read in that fame book,
“ that many believe only for a while, even many who receive
“the word with joy as I.de,~—that many who have been
“enlightened, tafted of the heavenly gift, &%, may yet
“fall away nrrecoverably,  How then fhall T be affured of
“my interelt in Chrift? What fays the Scripture? If ye
“ continue in my word, then fhall ye know the truth, and
“ the truth fhall make you free.—Ye are my friends if ye do
“ whatfoever I commandyou.—1 will fend you the Com-
“ forter.—Give 2l diligence to make your calling and elec-
“ tion fure,—to the full affurance of hope unto the end.” I
need only add on this head, that they who know. Chrift, as
preached by the apoftles, will accordingly love him, and be
fimulated by fear, on the one hand, andhope on the other,
to attend fo. thefe exhortations 5 and will grow in joy and
confiderice as they grow in conformity to Chrift: while
others, who have taken up with himon fome miftake or re-.
jerve, will by degrees be difheartened by difficultics, and
i the time of temptation fall away.—Befidés, I'have {poken
largely on this fubjet in the fecond velume of the Letters.
3. lu {peaking to the. fecond quetftion, I apprehend 1.
have already anfwered the thivd,unlefs it fhould be thought
nzedful to take fome notice of the Iatter part of it, * How.
“ can a mere belief of the gofpel report give peace to tHe -
“ confeience ; fince after all that s dire@ly contamed in the
“ cofpel, there is room for any perfon to Tear is being for
“ ever maereble 2 How the merz belief of the gofpel re-.
port can aive peace to the conicience, 1sindeed the firft and
the great leflon of Chriftianity, which no man can cffectu.
aily teach s noghbour, This 1z the province of God.
Yetit 1s a2 point well underflood ameng them that believe.
v bregurntly Bad oscalion to obiervz péoplé on thew

being
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being firft ftruck with the evidence of the truth, fo com-
forted with 1t, as to fhew no fall furprize, that their neigh-
bours and acquatntance did not perceive it too ; Imagiring
they liad no more to do to perfuade them, but to relate. the
evidence that convinced theinfelves ; and ready, with.a for-
wardnefs more generous than wile, to urge that evidence on
fuch as had no rehih for the fubject.  The queftion readily
prefents to us the true reafon why the yrofpel coneerning
Chrift crueified 18 toolifhnefs to the Gieek, and a frumbling
block to the Jew; and the truc {pring of all the pains
taken by many preachers to.turn the gomprand to believe
into fome notion of a law of works, The culivenmyg evr.
dence; or, which 15 the fome thing, the divine glory of
the faving truth not bemng perceived, men mult be taught
to feel, or do fomething to recommend them to God, or
furnifh them with a ground of peace,~—On the other hand ;.
many, onr whom the gofpel lias made forne impreflion, think-
ing it too troublefome a way of making their calling fure,
to have thie Chriftian {elf-dental. enforced upon them by the
fear of hetag found hypoentes at laflt 5 have ftudied to con-
trive a method of finding that affurance in their firft impref-
fions ; but let them contrive as they will, they can never
find a method that in effet will anfwer the purpofe.  ¥et
they who know the genuine truth, will thence, mn the midit
of all their fears, be ftill animated with good hope, as the
prevailing. principle withe them, and fo be encouraped to.
endure unto the end:: for never wasit more pleafant to the
eyes to behold the light- of the fun, than for the guilty con-
fvience to behold: tlie evidence- of this truth,  And this s
the  fhining light in the path. of the juft that: {hines more
“and more wunto the perfe@ day.”’—Cin one enter for a
fewr moments.into this fubjett; and thence turnlis eyes on
the arts that bave been vfed to hide this glorious light: from
the eyes of men; withent being: filled with the utmolt indig-
nation ? Or what epithet too {evere canhe find for fuch as
are fo employed ? |

The orcat aim threughout my printed Lietters is-to fet
forth the comfortable evidence of the hmple troth, and at -
the fame time toexpofe the methods that have been taken to
oblcure that evidenee, or divert our.attention fromit. Yet

1 am very fenlible that after all the books that hinve been
or
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orcan be writ on the fubject, the bare report concerning
Chnift crucified will flill be confidered, by the bulk of its
hearers, as a very weak and foolith ground of comfort,
Neverthelefs, among them that believe, it will always be
difcerned and acknowledged as ¢the wifdum of God and
“ the power of Gnd to falvation.””  Such ave well apprized
that their joy and peace hold pace with their perception of
its evidence ; while others will always put the queflion,
“ How can a mere belief of the gofpel report give peace to
“ the confcience ¥’ I have dwelt the longer on this quels
tion, as it is indeed the capital one ; as here Lies the key to
Chriftian reiigion, and as heve is the point on which belie.
vers and unbelievers will ever be greatly divided m their
{entiments,

To fum up and illuftrate what has been faid i anfwer to
the {econd and third queftions, I fhallheve fubjotn the view
which the Apoftle Fames grives us of this fubjett. At the
time when Abrakem vt believed, bis faith was counted or
imputtd to him for righttoufnefs. This 15 the Stl'iptm‘t
affirmation concerniag him.  But when faith wrought with
his works, and by works was made perfect; then, accord-
ing to Fames, the Scriptuve was fulfilled, which faith £7ra-
ham believed God, and it was imputed unto hiim for righte-
oufnefs. What the Scripture affrmed concerning his fuith
when he fitft believed, was now evidently fulfilled or veriiled
by the proper effe&s.  As what the Scripture affrms con-
cerning the imputation of Adam’s difobedience, 18 fulfiled
or verified in cur likenefs to him in the corruption ¢t human
nature 3 {o what the Scripture afirms concerning the impu-
tation of Chrift’s rightecufnefs to men not working but be-
lieving, is fulfilled or verified by the proper eilells of that
imputation ; to wit, their cafting off the works of darknefs,
and putting on the Lord Jefus Chrift, or wearing s cha-
rafter. It isthe general affirmation of Scripture concernirg
all that believe, that their faith is imputed to them for
righteoufnefs. This affirmation is fullilled or verified in
particular inflances, when men are influenced by their faith
to become like what they belicve, And the more men
grow in ikenefs of temper and charaéter to Chrilt, the more
do they fhare of the Spinit as the Comforter, till ther joy
be made full. . g h
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4. As to the ative terms of coming, trufting, receiving,
fiying to, labouring, ftriving, &c. I have already explained
myfelf {ufficiently from p. 365 to 375, where I have taken
particular notice of moit of thefe now mentioned. I have
diftinguithed faith from all notions of working on our part,
conceived under-any of thele expreflions. But were I to
deferibe the 1deas I have under all the terms exprefling the
duty of believers, I fhould have a very large tafk on hand.
For, not to mention the number and variety of . them, I
muft frequently have more or lefs extenfive ideas to them ac.
cording to the {cope of the paffage where they are ufed.—
By comers, Heb. x. 1. Paul {feems to underftand worfhip.
pers 3 and the next chapter he fays, ¢ Without faith 1t is
“mpoflible to pleafe God, for he that cometh to God
“ muit believe, &c.””  Chnritt fays, “ No mancan come un-
“to me, except the Father draw him ;”’ and this drawing
is explained to be divine teaching, which perfuades a man
to believe the gofpel. We are told, there came aleperand

worfhipped Chrifty and we fee by his prayer what was the
faith that moved him to come. Paul at once fets afide all
thofe notions by which faith has been confounded with our
motions toward God, when he fays, ¢ How fhall they call
*on him on whom they have not believed ?’—As to #ru/l
ing, If my neighbour fays he believes I am a fufficient man,
but will not lend me his money when he can fpare it, I
fay he has no faith in me, becaufe he will not truft me,
So if one refufes to lend the Lord, by giving to the poor,
I {ay, ¢he trofts in uncertain riches, not in the living God.”
As to embracing, {ince the commands of Chrift often inter-
fore with man’s worldly mtereft, I fee what fort of faith he
has by obferving which of the two he embraces. The Pa.
triarchs embraced the promifes of a future life by becoming
{trangers on the earth.—DBut all coming, &'c not influenced
by faith, or fuppofed to make part of jullifying faith, is
undoubtedly felf-righteous.

5. As to the doubts and fears of ferious perfons, the
queftion may receive different anfwers according to the
{cene where the queftionislaid, It it refpeét people, whofe
profeffion of Chriftianity is formed under a perverted gofpel,
or where the command to believe is conceived as fome law
of works, then I apprehend that the more hardened

anud
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and felf-confident will always enjoy greateft eafe and fecu-
ty, while the moft {erious will be tormented with the moft
difquieting fears. For the latter. not having their con-
{eiences {eared. with {elf.conceit, like the former, muft be
greatly perplexed with fear,. left they have not adted their
part m believing in.a right and proper manner, and withal
he wearied with fruitlefs endeavours to: perform: it better,
If the queftion refpeét thefe who have been enabled to pro.
fcfs the faith preached by the Apoftles, then fuch doubts
and fears as:prevaitl againft hope muft be confidered as owing
to fome felf-nghteous entanglement, fome miftake about the
truth, fome worldly luft, or affeftion oppofite to charity,
entertamed and indulged. And the perfons thus affected
muft be inftruéted and admonithed accordmgly, For we
are told, that one may err from the truth, and yet be con.
verted or brought again to the truth, and fo his foul faved
from death. But while men keep fight of the encouraging
~ truth, all the fears they can have about thar ftate will not
prevail-againtt their hope ¢ but rather, while they ferve as
a check to felf-confidence, and a {pur to diligence in the
labour of love,. will contribute towardsthe increale. of hope.
Befides, it mufthe remembered;, that the peace Chniil gives
His people does not e in worldly guict or tranquility, or
i heightiing. thew velifh:for this-mortal life. It 19 peace
in the midft of tribulation ;' joy in the mdft of many temptas
tions  a conrfe of relief from feary and connefled all along
with' groaning: for deliverance,~—-The ehtef fignifigancy
ofithe queftion' in hand, I apprehend kics 1 its-veference to
practical ule, For as te.(Fod, hisfoundation andeth fure,
be knoweth them that are his.3 he puts his fedr mio
their hearts; fo that however far they may go-altray, they
fhall not utterly depart from him-3 he knews how to reco-
ver them from all theie back{lidings, and to preferve them
to his heavenly kingdom.  But as for us; we know one an-
other only by appearances, and are direéted by a law to
vary our jdgiment and conduét toward each other accords
ing ag thele vary.  Therefore, as to moft of the cafes on
which the queftion is commonly moved, What method isa
beligver to take to get his doubts refolved ? I apprehend
it- would be far fateft to help him to an end of lus doubts

by endeavouring to convince him-thot he js nobeligver : for
if
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f | ftill tidelgz thim.in the thought sthatthe 1s asheliever,
while he is not comforted by the gofpel, T {et afide the only
fource whence I could [afely (peak comfort to him,

6. As to my notion:of inhereat grace, &¢. I appre-
hend that only they whoknow the gracious work finifhet]
on the crofs to be all fuflicient tor then juftilication ; that
only they, [day, know the true grace of -God ; and they,
only they, are taught tolove and imitate it. This-know-
~ ledge or faith working by love is the new creature.  Grace
then appearing in any man 1s no other than the divine grace
renorted to him, refle€ted on s beart and life.  So far as
any man Joves that grace, which 1s ever hateful to the world,
fo far he 1s holy, {u far the Grace of God dwells in him.
Andit may be fafely faid to all who have made the Chaif-
tian profeflion; ¢ Let that therefore abide 1 you which ye
‘““have heard from the beginning,  If that which ye have
“ heard from the beginning fhall remain in you, ye alfo fhall
“contmue m the Son and 1w the Father.”  And we may
hold 1t as the eflential difference betwrxt the children of
God and the children of the wicked one, that the former
fhall never be left to fin unto-death, becaute the feed of God,
or the word of God, abideth in them.—But, as I {aid be-
fore, we are to be gruided m our judgment by appearances.
And in general it s far fater to lead profeflors often to exa-
mine themf{elves if they be m the faith § than to-encourage
the thought we are too ready to entertam, that weare true
believers, or that our ftate isat bottom fate and gaod.

7. As the Iaft queftion, about recommending buman
writings to perfons concerned about rehigion, leads us fome.
what afide from the Scripture w private judgment and opi-
riton ; it goes fo far beyond what I propoled at the begin-
ning, Yet we may learn fome ufeful hints in the general,
about this from the Scripture, It appears not only from
what the {pirit of prophecy forefaw, but from what hap-
pened under the very eyes of the Apoltles, that Paul had
oreat reafon to leave this injun€tion, * Hold faft the form
“of found words which thou haft heard of me.”~As we
have none fince the Apotlles, whom God hath. openly fuf-
tained as faithful declarers of his mind ;. 1t is evident that all
human writings ought to be read with a jealous eye, efpe-

cially on the matter of acceptance with.God, where-all men
are
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are fo ready to déceive both themfelves and others.—Be.
fides, if we take but a {light view of the New-Tefltament,
the nature of Chuilt’s kingdom, and his prediétion that his
goipel would be hated by all nations, we may eafily perceive
that when a nation becomes Chriflian, the gofpel muft be
greatly corrupted : confequently the great majority of reli-
cious books in that nation, particularly thofe moft recom
mended, muft be {fome way adapted to that corruption,
But this 1s not all § thofebooks are refpeéted more than the
Scripture 3 the people tremble at the thought of entertain-
ing any {enfe of a paffage of Scripture, that might di{credit
the names they are ufed to holdfacred. And their leaders
choofe to have it fo. The interelt of religion 1s concerned !
What fhall one do in this cafe, who would open his mouth
for Paul’s gofpel?  Shall he feck to repel one human au.
thority by another ?  Perhaps he approves a few neglected
treatifes writ by namelefs men hike himfelf,  Shall he feck
to recommend thele in common form? Iow abfmd the
attempt 1n various refpeés !~—Shall he then do his beft to
provoke an appeal to the Scripture - Why, 1f he do this
in the face of the public, he mult write, he muft print, and
then his thoughts become a book ; and then he may expect
that every {uperiicial reader fhall ftare him in the face, and
fay, Who made you wifer than all the world? Muft we
throw afide all our books to give place to yours? What
can move you to defpife fo many great men, but envy of
thely reputation, and that you would have the refpedts paid
to them all concentred in yourfelf 2—=With many other
little thread-bare {ayings, repeated in every age, to brow-
beat every one who fhews his face for defpifed truth.—Yet
I have fome where in my printed Letters fhewn a warm fide
to fome human wnitings of fmall note ; and it gives me fome
fatisfattion to find I have done 1t fo modeftly as to efcape
your notice.

Having now confidered your {cven queftions, and an-
{wered them the beft-way I could, it 1s time now,. on this
fecond exchange of letters, to enquire, To what purpofe
this laboured correfpondence ? Or, what ground 1s there
to hope it may be mutually nfeful? You have already de-
termined yourfelf about the fpirit of my book ; and can like

the bulk of my readers, remark upon that with great eale;;
whiie
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while yet you abound with queftions about the doétrine coit-
cammed init. And after thele gre anfwered, I have {ome
intimation that there are more preparing for me,  All tl.e
while you are difpofed to fignify fome {ummary kind of a-
ereoment with me, -but at the {ame time fuch an agree-
ment as will comprehend me and thofe I moft keenly ops
pofe.

By your firft Letter, I conceived fome notion of your
opennefs from the vanety of particulars you informed me of.
And I was accordingly forward to fignify asmuch, asbeing
fond to entertain the beft notion of a new correfpondent.
Put when I compare both your Letters together, and ob-
{eove the fame queftioning humour, and the fame difpofi-
tion to fummary agreement, after all I have faid, full con-
tinuing ¢ that notion greatly fails me. T remember the
fufpicion hinted m your firft, that I ftramed the doétrines
of grace to {nch a height, as to render them ridiculous :
yet I am folicited to think, that you and I, and my prin-
cipal antagonifts, are all along, n the general, agreed about
grace, though we may differ in {ome particular ways of
{peaking,  And I muft be {folicited to think thus, on the,
onc hand, by receiving the complement that I often exprefs
myfelf more diftin@ly and Iefs exceptionably than many of
them ; and on the other, by a kind of threatening to find
me guilty of the hke charge I have laid on them.  What
fhall be done to ward off this blow ¢ Shall T {zck to do 1t
by compofition, and peaceably allow the truth to be hand-
led at diferetion, that they and I may enjoy together the
charater of good and pious men? What would that cha-
rity, which rejoiceth with the truth, advife in this cafe?
I apprehend it would remonttrate n the fpirit of that ma-
ternal tendernefs once exprefled in the prefence of Solomon,
though the claimants on hoth fides fhould be found liars,
Let the truth live ; at no rate let the truth be hurt or divided.
Or, iu the fpirit and temper of Paul, Let God le true, and
every man a lar.

Since I publithed my book, I have been frequently ve.
minded of a remark made me about the time of publication,
h}'. one of my firft readers. He told me, my way of
writing could never ferve to promote the intercit of Religion,
My anfwer then was; I knew not what he meant by the
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mterelt of Religion; but as for my canfe, I neither ex.
pedled nor defired 1t fhouid make a better appearance 11 the
world, thanit did at prefent.  "This clofed our converfution,
But, fince that tfmf.', ! have often thaught there was a gr}ud
deal of fenfe m hns remark, cfpectally as 1 found it coin-
cided much with the general fenfe of the orthodox.  Itis,
perhaps, not eafy to afcertain the precife idea contained
under that expreflion, the interefl of Relizion, and the vather
as 1t has occalionlly a mare or lefs extenfive meanmng. How-
ever, they who ufe it molt generally underftand cach other
preity well. It would requive fome time and pains to de-
jcribe the politics ufed by our gravet Chriftian leaders, to
promote the ntereft of religion; yet one muit bea great
ftranger to what pafles m the religious world, if he is quite
ienorant of them, I{hall, however, take this opportuntty
of declaring concerning the emment men whom I have con-
fured, and to whom you would fo fam reconcile me, that 1
make no coubt but they were men who were fincerely con-
ccrned about the mtereft of Religion, even as T think the
Pharifees and Fudaszers allo were.  Nor can I account for
vour zeal to reconcile me to the former, upon any other
footing than your concern about that fame mtereft.

What leads me the rather to think thus, 15, that 1t ap-
pears to me from your queflions and remarks, that you
have read my book very fuperficially, efpecially as to what
" regards my capital pomt. T cannot well account for ths,
but by {uppofing that yourattention was {fo much ftarticd
and engrofled by the paflages that more immediately affected
the intereft of religion, that you had hittle to beftew on what
concerped the defpifed truth,~——And if I fhould under-
take to write my book over and over again, according to
the order wherem your queftions may lead me, Imight pro-
cure myfelf abundance of labour, without knowing well to
vhat purpofe. * Befides, T apprehend that a third perfon
reading the fhort progrefs of our eorrefpondence, would be
.t 1o lofs to fee that thereisat bottom fuch a difference be-
twixt us, as to the afpe@ the gofpel bears toward the hon-
cur of God on the one liand, and that of men on the other,
¢r asto the conftraft, it forms betwixt the {pirit of the world
.ud that ¢f God; that of neceflity our mutual reafonings
nult apparently fail of their intended weight in the hght of
cach other,
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You fiznify you arein no hafte for my reply to what you
have faid on the fpirit of my book, but would leave it 1n
the mean time to my ferious perufal,  But why fhould 1
orce beftow a ferious thought on {uch a reflettion as the
following 2 It we fhould attend to and comply with the
“ {pirit that runs through your Letters in this regard, [to
““wit, 1n giving characters of books] we fhould be out ot
“concert with all human writings, except your own.”
Your refleGions alfo about contempt and envy (whatever I
be) difcover {o little attention to the New-Teftament, the
nature of Chrilt’s kingdom. and the very furface or outfide
of my controverly, that I think it necdlefs to take further
notice of them.

But the paflages of Scripture you refer me to, deferve
a ferious regard.  To the firft then, Mast. vit. Fudge not,
&c. I anfwer, it is written again in the {fame chapter, Be-
ware of falfe prophets awhich come to you in fhecp’s clothing :—
Ye fhall knuw them by their fruits.  To the other paflage,
“In meeknefs inftruting them that oppofe themfclves, if
“ peradventure God will give them repentance to the ac-
“ knowledging of the truth > I need only add the reft of
the fentence, ¢ and that they may recover themielves out
“of the fnare of the devil, who are taken captive by lum
“at his will.” I am afraid this very leflon of meeknefs
would not appear meek enough to many with whom I have
to deal, if they were to be reminded of their danger accord-
mgly.,  Yetif a jury of common beggars and dying crimi-
nals were to give their verdiét on the {pirit of my book, 1
dare fay they would pronounce it full as meek, as that of
my opponents.  As for thefe whe, folemnly raifing them-
[elves on their tip-toes, ferioufly infift on bemg thought {o
much taller than their neighbours, I have no notion of
fawning upon them by any /foft charientifmus. 1 cannot even
wnderitand the motft inviting and encouraging fayings pro-
nounced by the prime pattern of meeknefs, and with which
the hope and comfort of the gnilty is moft intimately con-
cerned 5 unlels I conlider them as bearing a very fatirical
afpect on thofe who claim the firlt vank in point of cha-
racter in the world : Such as this faying, 1 came not to
“ call the righteous, but finners to repentance :” and that
vther, which fpeaks of ¢ more joy being n heaven aver one
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“ finner repenting, than over ninety and nine righteous per-
 {ons that need no 1epentancc 7’

Upon the whole, I plainly perceive, that unlefs fome
very confiderable change befal either your mind or mine,
the continuance of our correfpondence, on this fubject,
rauft quickly iffue in the moft infipid and the meft trifii B
Liud of altercation,

I am yours, &5,

ROBERT SANDEMAN,
April 4, 1758,

LETTER V.

Samuel Pike # Robert Sandeman.

Sir,

AS you defpair of any real ufefulnels arifing from our
prefent correfpondence, it fhould have dropped here s
were 1t not that I am conlcious, your uplm(m arifes from a
miftake about your correfpondent.  You'congeive me as
one {o far removed from, or fuch a ftranger to the leadmg
fentiment in your performance, as to have no profpect of
our coming to a cordial agreement about the very turning
point on which you proceed throughout your Letters. But
had you more clofely attended to the expreflions and para-
yraph m my laft Letter, the miftake had been pmuu’rcd
IHowever, that is a matter of no great confequence, as it
may fo ealily be reftified.—I heartily thank you tor vour
replies to my {even queries : they have been (T truft) made
truly mftruGting, confirming and refrefhing to my foui
You well obferve, ¢ Here lies the key of Chriftian know-
“ ledge, the comfortable evidenee of the fimple truth,
“ ftriking the confcience, and therchy giving that peace
““ and reft, that can be found no other way.” This (thvo’
{pecial mmv) I have been led both to {ee and to feel,

You have given a tranfeript of my experieree, and that of
many
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many others in the experimental part of your an{wer to my
fecond query. Though, when I wrote my laft, my con-
ceptions were in fome meafure confufed, which occailoned
the querics 3 yet before yours came to hand, my mind was
led to a more diftin& apprehenfion and a more comfortable
fenfe of the important and delightful fubjedt.  Give me
leave therefore now to flate the matter in my own language,
founded upon the word of God, and confirmed by the ex-
perience of my own foul.—Your grand view I conceive to
be this

In the room of all previous qualifications, in the room of
the faith of aflurance, and inthe room of all endeavours to
excreife alts of faith 1n order to jultification, you fubfiitute
the bare report of the Gofpel believed 1 the confcience as
alone fufficient truly to anfwer all thofe ends, bath for peace’
and holinefs, .w hich have been propofed by the foregoing
methods.~—"The sofpel report, hower exprefled in thole
{fummaries of it which we find m variouns paffages, amounts
all to one and the fame thing : whether it be, That ?tjl.r
is the Chrift, that Gad hath raifed bim from the dead, that
there is fulvation in no othery that he hath finifoed tranfgre/-
fiony, &c. that Fefus Chrifl came ints the world to fuve frnnaers,
that his righteoufucfs is unto all end vpon all tlem that beliexe
cithout difference. The fum and fubftance 1s this: that
Jefus Chrift flands forth in the gofpel as the enly, the com-
plat, and abfolutely free Saviour of finnzrs a5 fuch, by lus.
pufedt atonement and righteoufnels, made and wrought
out for the vileft of finners without any diftinCion. By thus.
doltimme, all the differences that fubhft between one man
and another in opmion, are Ievelled ; and: nothing but the
complete work of Chrift 15 propofed m the Colpel, as
the proper matter of faith, the immediate grownd of hope,
and the true fpring of love 3 andias fuch it 15 viewed and re-
cetved in believing.  The clearer, ftronger, and purer views
our fouls have of the love of God mn Chnit to finners as
fuchy the more our confeiences are pacified, our hopes enlis
vened, our joy inflamed, our endeavours excited, upen
purely evangelical principles.

The beheving view of the perfeGtion of Chrifl’s werk
difcharges the confcience from legal guile, in as muvh as.
the foul nov {ees it has nothig to do, to ohtiin 2ec-rtance
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with God, or to make atonement: becaule all this is per-
fectly done already by Chrift.  The believing perception
of this {ets the perfon upon a level with his fellow-finners,
lets him fee the utter impoflibility of acceptance with God
upon any other foundation, makes him willimgly defpair of
him{elt and truly thankful for that hope, that general fic
hope, which s held forth in the Gofpel.  Now the perfon
loves Chnlt, or Godn Chrift, with a pure evangelical at-
fection, and can now rejoice, that he has wothing to do to-
wards his peace with God, that he 1s faved from all this felt-
righteous labour and toil, and has {uch a glorious complite
object of hope and love prefented in the Gofpel. DBy thes
belief the Soulis fo humbled i the duft, asto percerve, that
nat only all bis former fins, but all his {eltnghteous duties
too were an abomination to she Lord.  The behiever feemg
nanfelf 1n thus helplefs, hopelefs, defperate condition, can
love and praife God in Chriit, parely tor this complete re-
demption, and the hope arfing thence to {iners, amony
which he efteems him{clf chief.  He now {ees an unchang-
ings ground of hope, a moft cogent motive to love and obe-
dience, 1n that very truth which flands clear and firm in the
Bible, without any regrard to any preparations, qualifici-
tions, endeavours, or attatnmerts of his own,

"T'is true, in thiscafe there may and does remein 2 doubt
concerning the perfon’s own Intereft in Chit; but the
confeience being pacified, {elf-nghteous labour {pared, and
a cround of hope and love perccived 5 the believer acquefes
in God’s appointed way of making his calling and clechion
{ure, by bringing forth the fruits of this faith, hope and
love. And when any thiny appears defeétive i the afive-
tion and conduét which becomes matter for doubting and la-
mentation, he is now led to look back to the love of Chnit
towards finners as fuch, m order to kindle that love and ex-
cite thofe endeavours, which contain the evidence of an n-
rerctt in Chnilt,

Having nothing to do, towards pacifying his confeience
ov procuriny kis acceptance, his chief concern s, from @
Jove to the atonement, to give diligence unto the full affu-
range of Lopzuato the end. Whereas, until this be per-
ceived, there is nothing but legal duties and {lavith fears,
ot a fusid infenfipility. But by the perceptionef the cob-
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pel truth in the confeience, all falle hyphts are extinguithed,
and the true light now fhineth: all talfe hopes and legal
fears are done away ; while only that {ort of fear, and tiut
{ort of hope remain, as will do the feul real cood, and af-
cribe all the glory to Ged.  Hence fpring all the exercifes
of godlinefs, by a fight of God’s perfedt fovereion love s
and all the affections of true humanity, by a fight of our
equality with all others i the prefence of God.  This faith
working by love, cives nie to all thofe motions of heart
towards God 1n Chnilt, which are generally cailed a5 of
faith, looking, trufting, rcceving, embracing, &c. and 1t
gives {puitual hife in the duties of meditation and prayer,
"Lis true, thele very allings, 1if performed in order to juthi-
iication, or under a notion of doing orattempting any thirg
to bring us nearer to God’s acceptance, are formed upon a
wrong plan. They are, or fhould be, only expreflions £
our knowledge of, reit m and love to the Lord Jefus, as
one who has finifhed falvation for poor helplels finners,
And thefe motions of the believing {oul may rather be con-
hdered as altings of /ove, than ns any part of our juftifying
futh., 1f indeed a perfon imagines that thefe or any other
exercifes, ave required of him as contributing to make his
peace with God, he will be for exerting thefe aéts for thas
end ; and fo the motions of his foul hecome mote or lefs
legral, although they have Chnit and s righteoulnefs for
then obje&t.  But if a perfon 1 his confeience 1s clearly
perfuaded to the contrary of this : then he will recerve his
peace from, and kindle bis love by a view of the free-grace
trath as 1t ftands in the Golpel, and will exercife thefe alls
of leoking, refling, flying, &e. 1n a way of meditation and
prayer, in order to enliven hus love, guicken his obedience,
cructfy his coriuptions, and to mortify that natural pride
which 1s as a worm at the root of all true godlinefs and hu.
manity, This is what I conccive tobe, aliving by faith on
the Son of God.

Thus by believing views of his complete and finifhed re-
demption, I defire to be deriving ftrength and grace from
Chritt, to go on in the ways of the Lord, and in the Duties
of luve : at the fame time looking on myfelf as upon alevel
with the vileft finners, having no more love or holinefs than
what I derive from Chrift by believing views of that trlu_tl;,

which
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which refpadts all finners ag cqually worthlefs and hedpleds,
Thus it comes to pals, that the more I behold and live up-
on this pure and perfect love of Chniit, fhll the move I per-
celve my C{nruptl m, hedplefineds and guilt, as {orarate trom
Chitt. Oa the other hand the more | pu‘ccm: of my
cwa corruption, guilt, and weaknels, 1 this gﬂfpl l1erht,

flill the more 1 learn to efteem thiat vighteoulncis w .mg‘h
unto all and upon all them that believe withiont any difle-
‘rence. Bemng thus divedted by the Lord, the Spirit, nito-
the love of God and the patience of Chnil, the believer
hopes to have his evidences more and more cleared up, and
his doubts more aud mere cleared away, untd his joy be
made full. Oh! that we conld have our eyes and hearts
more ftrongly and contlautly fixed upon the pure and per-
fe& love of Chnit towards finners as fuch : how fhould we
then be quickened to and firengthiened for all the duties of
holy obedience ; and how would cur fows be enlarged to
mount up as on Eagles’ wings, .

Now then let me take a httle view of the ciftinérion be-
tween faith as juffifying and as fundifying.  “This fath, or
this pure view of the perfeét I‘l&htﬁ(ﬂifllﬁfs and complete
purchale of Chnift for finners of the human race, apprarsto
be, In reality, the firl {pring of hope, love, and holinefs..
But if we confider 1t as juflifying, we muit feparate 1t in
our thoughts from all its efieéts, fruits and altings; for
thefe belong to our conformity to God and our {piritual
communion with him; and not to our juftihcation before
him.  So then true faith, as jufifying, 1s purely this per-
ception of the divine vighteoulnefs of Chrift in the mind and
confcience: while the bcupture acclares that to every oue
that worketh not, but believeth on him that sfitfies the ung edly,
his fuith is counted for ;zfrbe‘eaa._e/?:cf.. In and by this afrnia-
tion of {eripture, the belicver isjuflified : heing thereby de-
clared or prononnced righteous for the fuke of what he be-
heves,  Dut then it 1s evident, that if this perfuahon does
not produce thefe or the hke effects, 1t 15 a dead faith.
So that. we may affirm thefe two things. (1.) That no
faith truly [Hﬂ:lﬁtfa, but that which fanéiites, and VicE verfa.
(2.) No faith truly fanCifies, but that which juftifies, I
fay, (1.) No faith truly juftifies, but that which fan&tifies:
wherchy 1 mean, Whatever profeflion a perflon ma}:.ea.. or

1 - A
LTRSS e



(45 )

whatever notions he appears to entertain, yet if he be not
mduced thereby to correflponding love and obedience, it is
plam there 13 fome defedt, nuxture, miftake, or referve m
his faith, which renders it abortive,  {2.) No faith tinly
fanétifies, but that which juftifies : T mean, No fort of faith
or perfuafion in the confeience, but that which beholds
Chrift alone as the ground of our acceptance with God,
can ever purify the affe&ions or regulate the conduét aright.
'The Phrafe which frequently occurs throughout your
letters, ard in which your whole doQrine feems to center ;
namely, that juftifying faith isa fare belief of the Jare re-
port cf the Gofpel (or conceived in words akin to thele ;)
this phrafe, I fay, {ounds very uncough to our cars, and
appears very offenfive and dangerous. For it conveys an
idea to many, as iIf you meant no more nor other by it,
than what 1s commonly called @ fpeculative, notional, or
dead faith. But I apprehend the phrafe may bear a found
and fafe interpretation, and that your reafon for ufing it,
15 to exclude all mixture tn the matter of juitification: for,
if I mittake not, your meaning 1s this: (1.) That i the
aflair of juftification, ’tis only the bare report concerning
Chrift’s work, which a jultifying faith perceives the evia
deace, excellency, and eflicacy of. So that the Soul, m
believing has its cye only upon this glorious enlivening truth;
or, which 1s the fame, upon the perfeét nghteoufnefs of
Chrift revealed thevein.  The believing thoughts of the
mind are occupied about ths alone, without fecing its own
perfonal interelt on the ane hand, or any qualification i 1ts
favour on the other.  But the faith or belief is fixed alone
upon the compleat righteoufnels of Chuifty as that which
reuders it poflible for God to be fully juft i julifying the
finner, ungodly as he ftands.  (2.) "T'is a bare belief of this
report that s jufhfymg : becaufe nothing that precedes this
beltef, has any (hare m our juftification : {o far from 1t,
that until a perfon ie brought to apprehend this for truth
his confcience, all his conviGtions and attempts ave legal, or
of a {elf-righteous ftamp.  And whatever motions of heart
oracts of obedience follow upon, or arife from the view of
this bleffed truth, they all belong to the affair of {anétihca-
tion ; neither are they to be conceived as any part of our
jultifying faith, or to be attempted by us in order to our
| | juftification.
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juftitication,  But yet, this bare belief of this bare report,
1t real or genuine, 1s in fact the true, the only, and the ef-
feGtual {pring of all that humlity, love, defire, gratitude and
obedience, which evidence the truth of our fuith, and fi
prove our perfonal interelt in the jultifying righteoufnefs,
Now becaufe we are naturally prone to mix fomething with
our faith, befides the direét and enlivening view of this only
pertect righteoufnels, this is one reafon, among many othere,
why it muft be a fpecial work of God, the Spint, to give
the .foul this unmixed revelation of Chrift: and one great
reafon why the faith of many proves infufficient, both for
their pacification and puriiication, is becaufe there is {ome
mixture or miftake in their faith, Whereas this pure view
of Chrift’s righteoufne{s asit appears by the Gofpel, 152
{ufficient foundation for anf{weriag all the purpofes of trve
confolation and f{anfification. True believers never find
them{tlves more comfortable in their fouls, more inflamed
with love, more humble in their hearts, or more ready to
every good word and work, than when their attention 1
drawn to and fixed upon this pure love and perfeét work of
Chrift in a realizing aud heart-afle@ing manner.

Thus, Sir, I have laid before you a diftin& and compre-
henfive view 1n brief, of what I look upon to be the grand
and central defign of your performance.  In thislight Tu.
derftand 1t, 1n this light I approve it, and am thank{ul for
1t, becaufe 1t has been a happy means, under the-operations
of the blefled Spirit, of couhirming my faith, of clearmg ny
views, of relicving my mind, coraforting my heart, and cu-
livenimg my love. DBut, notwith:ftanding this comfortabl
turn in my expuience now ; yet I am perfvaded, that |
have truly knownand preached, trufted and loved the Lerd
Jefus Chuilt for many years.  And you will cafily appre-
hend, that, for this reafon, among others, I cannot jom
with you in the feverity of your fentiments concerring thole
you call popular preachers, and their writings,  However,
“tis a piece of juftice due to you, that you fhould be mfor-
med, how {everal of my friends, underftanding the feope
of your Letteys in the above light, have received much peace
and {atisfaction 1nto their fouls, being now ¢nabled to re-
jotce 1n the puve Hght of gafpel truth,  They jon with me
m ¢xprefiing much thankfulneds for the {pintual bo et ac-
Cruing
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eruing to thew fouls, through this unexpected medium.
Ve can, with chearfulnels, congratulate cach otherin that
prace, comfort, and love, wluch ardes 1n ovr fouls by the
realiztng perception of the pure truth, whereby we are in
fome meafure fet free from thofe {df righteous entangle-
ments, thofe gloomy fears, and thofe flavith attempts, by
which we had been perplexed and retarded 1n our way to
Zion : and traft we fhall be directed and quickened by the
Spirit to abide by the truth, and to bring forth the proper
fi uits thereof in our hearts and lives.

But T am obliged to add, that even thofe who {fee with
evidence and pleafure, what you have aimed to bring forth
to open view, could heartily wifh you had taken arother, a
{olter, method, n I‘EInUVng out of the way what has tended
to pervert or obfcure the truth,  And however we approve
of the matter of your performance, yet the fpirit of it is ftill
really difeuitful, as beyond meafure fevere and cenforious.

However, ’tis fome {atisfa¢tion to me, that I find by
vour laft Lietter, you make no doubt but the eminent men
vou oppole, were fincerely corcerned about the mterelt of
religion : although you fhill perhit m clafing them with
Pharifees and Fudarzers. T fincerely with I could reconcile
this very concefhin with all the keennefs of your language in
your Letters. But this, I apprehend, cannot eafily be
done : while charity mclines me to judge in your favour up-.
on this head.

Youapprehend my attention was fo ftartled and ingrofled
by the keennefs of your language, as to draw off my mind
from the main purport and drift of your piece. But this,
I imagine, you now perceive'to be a miftake : yet, it is cer-
tain, that it bas had, and ftill has, this unhappy influence
upon many of your readers, and I concetve you cannot be
suilifed 1n laying {uch a {trong temptation n their way.

As I openly elpoufe the leading fentiments and principal
icope of your work, I have vour {everities continually caft
in my teeth ; {o that my charaGer does in fome meafure
ftnd conne@ed with yours. And fometimes I knew not
well what to reply, when I hear you charged with injuftice
towards others, and with the appearance of a fupercilious
pride and contempt of othars. But then I confider again,
hat the Gofpel is not to fland or fall with the chara&er or
| reputation



( 48 )

reputation of any man.  Notwithftanding this unhappy cir-
cunaitance Htttndiug my attachment to the grand poiut In
view, yet [ truft this will not conl my courage nor damp my
a¢al for the precious truth, which hies {o clote to the founda.
tion of true holinels and trife confolation,  And there are
fome circumitances that may be efteemed a fufficient coun-
terbalance to this difadvantage : for I find fome of thofe,
who cannot relith your piece, or have a very favourable opini-
on of your charalter, to be poflefled of precifely the fame
kind of faith, hoype, peace, and love, which youaim to pro-
mote : while others, upon the propofal of the truth n its
fimple form, without any relation to your work, are enabled
to take 1n the refrefhing, confirming nfluence of 1t, where.
by therr darknefs begins to fcatter and therr lugal doubts te
{ubfide.

You juftly obferve, that it would produce the moft fruit-
le(s and infipid altercation, to carry on a controverfial corref-
pondence about the charaéters of men and their wntings : 1
(hall therefore drop this part of the {ubje& for the future,
having already difcharged my conicience in this regard, by
what I have already written to you. If there be any quel-
tion of unportance remaining to be debated between us, 1
would be this : Whether a perfon, who believes the dotrine
of atonement, {5¢c. cannot be a true Chriftian, unlefs he be
free from every degree of legality in his {entiments, exprefh-
ons, and expertence? as likewife, Whether a Minifter who
preaches the Deity and atonement of Chrift, &', may not
be awned and efteemed as a preacher of the Gofpel, and as
truly ufeful to fouls, although he be far from clear of fuch
inconfiftencies and mmproprieties in his addrefles, as you have
{o feverely expoled ? For my part, I am obliged, from reafon,
from feripture, from confriznce, and from experience, 1o gave
this queltion an anfwer in the affirmative.  And here 1
Jeave 1t.

Permit me to add one thing farther, as the clofe of this
Letter ; and that 1s, to requelt an anfwer to a query or two
more.  You have been very obliging in making fuch a dil-
tin& reply to my former ones: and I hope your readinefs to
give fatisfaltion to a ferious enquirer, and your willingnets
to do fervice in your generation, will induce you to be as

tull and clear i yonr reply as you can.  *Tis upon a tub-
.6
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je&t about gvhich many have been perplexed, and which every
diftin¢t party almoft conceives in fome different hight.

What conceptions do you form under that fcripture
phrafe, the t-zup covenantsy Or the old .and the new covenant ?
You have juft hinted your diflike of apprehending them to
be two difperifations of the {fame covenant of grace; but
have not cleared up this matter, If they were really and
nroperly two diftint covenants, one would imagine they
muit intend what is commonly called the covenants of qworis
and of grace ; or in {cripture language, the /aev of aworks, and
the lacv of faith, If {o, 1t wonld then follow, that all the
Old Teftament faints were under the former, apd only the
New Teftament faints under the latter.

I farther conjecture, that this affair of the two covenants
has fome conneltion, in your mind, with your glofles upon
the xvitith Chapter of Ezefie/, which have confufed many.
Iam perfuaded Mr. Brine has quite mifunderftood youupon
this head : and yet you fometimes fpeak fo folemnly and fe-
iloufly upon that act of divine condefcenfion as if there was
lomething more couched under 1t, than merely fuch a far-

catical addrefs as was made by Chrift, If thou avilt enter into
life, keop the commandments. Be fo kind as to explain yourfelf
more fully on thefe two pornts, aud if your anfwers hereto
prove as fatisfattory upon the whole as your laft replies, L
fhall be laid urider frefh and great obligations to you.

I have now, without any referve, opened my heart to you :
and would flatter mydelf, that what I have now written, will
prove at leaft futhcient to encourage you to continue the
correfpondence 5 efpecially as we both rejoice in the comfor-
tuble evidence of the fimple truth,

Lrefl yours, &e.
SAMUEL PIKE.
May 20, 1758,
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LETTER VI,

Robert Sandeman 70 Samuel Pike,

- Sir,
T HE account you have given me of your faith and ex-

perience, naturally leads me to ufe a clofer kind of
fret.dqm with you, than was neceflary, while the queftion
turned upon general truths of common concern to men. Or,
[ am now led to confider the interefting fubjedt of common
concern, us exhibited or exemplified in the particular cafe of
you and vour friends. I ought to be in readinefs to fatisfy
the remoteft ftranger defiring to know my views of the truth
of the Gofpel; but I cannot judge of particularmen as Chnif-
tians or falthful without enquiring, who they are and what
1 their leading purpofe?

At the clofe of your profeflion of faith, and after declar-
ing your apprekention of the fcope of my book, you are
pleafed to fay, that the account of the Chnftian da@crmc
there given has been made ufetul for confirming your faith,
clearing your views, relicving your mind, comforting your
heart, and enhivening your love, ¢ But, notwithitanding
“ this comfortable turn in my experienec now, yet Iam
¢ perfuaded that I have truly known and preached, trufled
““ in and-loved the Lord Jefus Chrift for many years. And
“ you will eafily apprehend, that for this yeafon among
* others, I cantot join with you in the feverity of your {en-
¢ timents concermng thofe who you call popular preachers,
¢ and their writings, &c.”” This, in fubftance you reprefent

as the common cale of yourfclf, and feveral of your friends.
1 or you add, that feveral of them ¢ have received much
4 peace and fatisfaction into their fouls, hemg now enabledto
“ rejoice m the pure hght of gofpel truth.” And, “We can,
“ with chearfulnefs, congmtu]ate cach other in that peact,
¢ cemfort, and love, that aries inour fouls by the realiz-
“ ing perception of the pure truth, whereby we are in fome
‘“ happy meafure fet free from thofe {elf-righteous entang-

“ Jements, thofe gloomy fears, and thofe flavifh attempts, blyl'
W }hc
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 which we had been perplexed and retarded in our way to
¢ Zion 3 and trult we fhall be directed and quickened by the
““ Spirit to abide by the truth, and to bring forth the pro-
“ per fruits thereof in our hearts and lives,”

Now 1 remarking on this, as connefted with other paf-
ages, | would lay before you thele confliderations in the
following fections

(. T'hat no man can he delivered from an error about
the truth, ora miftake about acceptance with God, but in
the way of repuntance and conviflion of former hypecrily,
The cafe here is very different from that of philofophers, who
in all their various mazes fill confider one another as con.
dufted by the fincere love of fome, phantom, whereof they
have no idea, but to which, in compliment to each other,
they have chofen to give the name ot Truth. The pure
light of the faving truth no fooner fhines into 2 man’s heart
than it convinces him, that the reafon of his not perceiving
it before was his loving darknefs rather than hight, For all
things that are reproved, are made manifeflt, by the light;
for whatfoever doth make mamfeft, is light.

2. We cannot be afflured that we love Chnft, and are
accordingly interefted v him, by refleCing onany mere
thougrhts or motions of eour hearts concerning him.  Yea,
we cannot be aflured that we have known him, or underftood
the genuine truth concerning him ; unlefs that trath has
produced its proper fruits in our hearts and lives. Qur
love to Chrift muft be tried by our regard to his new com-
mandment 3 by our love to the uncorrupted Gofpel, and
them that believe 1t for the truth’s fake dwelling in them.
This love then, confidering how the world ftands affefted
to the fimple truth, obliges 2 man immediately to take =
fide ; 1t engages him in a controverfy of the moft mterefting
nature ; even againft thefe whofe good” graces he would
otherwife value moft.  Fude, when his heart was big with
concern about the common falvation, exhorts to an carneft
contention for the faith once delivered to the Saints.  Yea
Paul, deferibin ¢ a converfation becoming the Golpel, maked
it chiefly to confit in this fort of ftrife and contention.
“Only,” fays he, “let your converfation be as it becometh
the Gofpel of Chrift,—that ye ftand faft in one fpirit, with
oa¢ mind, ftriving together for the faith of the Gofpel

I' 2 and
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and 1n nothing ternified by your adverfaries,—having ¢l
fame confli¢t which ve {faw in me and now hear to be in me.”
Moreover how can the Chriftian brotherly love be exercifed,
but where there 15 a Chriftian brotherhood, or an union of
men cemented only by the iimple truth, in {eparation from
all others 2 Now, if you and your friends have not formerly
been united fimply upon the truth, in ditinCion from ull
others, how can it appear to your confciences that you have
formerly loved Chrift? It ought to be remembered that
Paul veltri&ts the blefling i this manner, ¢ Grace be with
“all them that love cur Lord Jefus Chrift (& agbagzic) in
incorruption.””  For the knowledge of Chnft was greatly
corrupted by many even in Parl’s time, and that by as
plaufible and refpectable pretences as can be ufed by any in

our time.

3. All who know and love Chrift as the end of the law
for nghteoninels, are fenfible of a firong bias daily working
in thaar hearts 1n oppofition to the revealed righteoufnef,
and prompting them to eftabhih their own.  Yeu, the more
they love Chrift, the more {enfible they are of the force of
this bias, and its bad effe&ts upon them. On this account
they daily find need to afk the remiffion of fin,  In diftinc.
tion from every other weight or worldly luft which retards
their CQUI‘&, thﬁ}" find this to be ( Ebwspigaﬂov mgxaﬂsm ) the
{in that fits very clofe to them. They find this to be the
chief thing that can properly be called inherens 1w them, as
having the deepedl root in their very frame and conftitution :
yea, with Paul they find this evil prefent with them, eved
when they would do good. Whereas, to rejoice before
God in the work fimfhed by Chnft 1s altogether fupernatu-
ral, and quite foreign to the courfe of our thoughts and
- reafonings, In correfponding with God by the prayer of
faith, they find relief from the guilt and power of this evil,
and are encouraged with the hope of complete wiltory and
deliverance at lalt,  As they cannot then {ee room for the
queition, Whether a frue Chriffianbe free from every degree
of lkgality, or {elf-righteoufnefs, in bis experience 7 far lefs
can they fee cavfe to put feutiments and expreffions adopted
in defence of {elf-righteoufnefs, on a footing with the Chrii-
tian experience on that point,  If weare not fenfible of the

damning nature of that principle, as indulged 10 ourfelves,
o8
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or more expiicitly avowed by others, we cannot be fad to
kucw and love Chriit, |

£ Tt 1s very well veafoned, that we cannot, wiith a good
orace, condemn others i that velpelt wherem we approve
of ourfelves. It we can be relieved from miftakes about ac-
ceptance with Cod, and come to fettlement m our minds
about the truth of the Gofpel, without being convinced,
that till then we loved darknefs rather than the hght; ro
doubt we muft have a friendly tellow-féehng with all feris
oufly difpofed perfons, who are joining their belt endeavours
to Chrilt’s righteoufuefs, 1n order to peace i their confet
ences.  Judging of them by curown rule, we will confrder
them all the while as well-meaning perlons and fincere lovers
of Chrift.  Our fnendfhin with the felfnghteous world,
will bold pace with our {elf-indulzence on that pomt.—Un
the other hand, if when the light of the truth awakens us,
we behold the divine judgment pointed mn the moit awind
manner agamft what we mott valued ourfelves for before,
v will be ready for the love we bear to the timth, and for
the benefit of uthcrs, to exprec {s our {enfe of that judgn‘;cm,
to prevent, if poflible, their geing down to the grave with
alie m there rght-hand,  Moreover, we cannot continue to
keep the truth any longer than weretain the fenfe of that
jidement, asa check on the vemamimg difpofition to cfla-
bitth our own righteoufnefs,  And our {elf-condemnation,
in this refpedt, will naturally hold pace with the mutual an-
tipathy betwixt the world and wvs about nghteouvfeefs,
They, indeed, who have obtained their faith without heiryg
greatly alarmed with the evil of that difpofition, may con-
tinne to profefs it without being very fenfible of the remaiz-
ing force and guilt of their {elf-righteous pride, and withont
giving grcat ofﬂ*ncc to the devout world,  But thife
crcuinttances ought to furgeit a ftrong fufpicion that they
have not obtained equally precious faith with the Apoftles.

5. Lo be eonvinced of the cvil of {elf-riphtccufnels, the
tree root of all unbelief, is a convition quite fupernatural,
The conviftion of every other fin may be admitted by the
natural confcience, or by thofe who believe not the Golptl.
Yea, the convition of every other fin may very well con-
hit with the prevailing avowed defire to cftablifh our own
-nghteoufnefs.  For, when a man is convinced of other fine,
what refuge can his thoughts fuggeft to him for relief, but

I 3 for.c
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fome attempt to do better ? Accordingly, when Chuift was
ready to leave the world, and his difciples were dilcouraged
at the thoughts of executing their commiffion, confidering
the obftacles they had to cope with in the hearts of men ;
he tells them that the Spirit of truth, whom he would {ind
them as their comforter, would convince the world of fin,
becaufe they believed not on him. Self-righteoulnefs 13
the great vail drawn aver the hearts of men, fhutting them
up, and hardening them in nnbelief.  And 1t requires the
moft awful apprehenfion of the divine judgment exhibited
by the Gofpel, yea, the terror of the Lord (as Pau/, ma
con{picuous manner, expericnced) to rend afide this vail,
that the truth may find admittance nto their hearts. What

then fhall we think of people acquainting ug of the removal
of what tended to objcure the truth to them, and yf:t' grudging

that this removal was net accemplithed after a fofter method,
6. Let us now confider more particularly the quetlinn
formerly referred to 5 ¢¢ Whether a perfon, who believes the
« do&trine of atonement, £’ cannot be a true Cluifhan, un-
¢ lefs he be tree from every degree of legality in his fenti-
“ ments, expreflions, and experience?”” That true Chnl-
tians need repentance and remiffion of fins daily, for what
they feel of legality or felf-righteoufnefs in their experience,
has been already noted. On the other hard, that fuch as
give place to any degree of felf-righteoufnefsin their avowed
{cntiments and expreflions, are true Chriftians, I am well
authorifed to deny, Here then lies the difference between
true and falfe Chriftians, as to the former, what they do1n
the felf-righteous way, they allww not ; but, on that account,
{ee themfelves finners, and are velieved only by that mercy
revealed {or the help of the ungodly. Whereas, the latter
deliberately approve of fome felf-righteous mixture with the
truth : and inftead of admitting the conviGtion of fin on this
account, moft of them are ready with open mouth to con-
tend for the expediency of fuch mixture, and to make 1,
with its influence on the heart and life, the very hinge of
that efteem they give and expet from each other, Allthe
while I deny not that a man, apparently blamelefs m the
Chriftian profeflion, may yet be a hypocrite : but we can

judge of men only by their words and adtions, 0
t
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7. Ou the twofold afpeét of the above queftion, which,
at the clofe of your paragraph, receives a general anfwer in
the afhirmative, I would obferve; that while it blends the
Chyiftian experience about {elf-righteouflnels, together with
feptiments approving it, or expreflions uttered i its defence,
and pleading 1ts eaufe, it dilcovers, on the one hand a very
lame notion of the evil of {eli-rightecufnefs, as experienced
by believers 5 and on the other, a great tendernefs and {fym-
pathy for the feit-righteous world.  “Thefe things indeed go
Lkand i hand together,  Qur regard to thofe who fpeak
10 behalf of ft:lf-righteuufntfs, muit hold pace with our own
fenfe of gmilt in that refpect.  tn the Churches with us,
none pretends to be free of fin in point of {elf-righteoufnefs,
yet we wonld readily agree to cenfure-any man who would
hold wip hiis face to {peak m 1ts defence, in any degree, or
under any. preteace whatever,

8. The other branch of the queftion runs thus: “Whe-
“ ther a mmifter, who preaches the Deity and atonement
“ of Chriit, &5 may not be owned and effeemed as a
¢ preacher of the gofpel and as truly ufeful to {ouls, al-
“ though he be far from clear of {uch mconfiftencies and
“ improprieties in his addrefies, as you have {o feverely ex-
“ pofed 7. To which foilows the common anfwer to both

branches of the queltion.———* For my part, I am obliged,

¥ from reufon, from feripturey from confiience, and from ex-
“ perience, to give this queftion ananfwer in the aflirmative,
“ And here I leave 1t.”  Here I would firft inquire, What
are we reafoning about all this while ? Is it about the pro-
pricty of words and phrafes, or the ymportance of things?
1f about the former, we have certainly trifled too long;
if the latter, it is time for both of us, to know what fide we
ought to take. Surely no mian’s peace of mind needs to
have any connetion with my manner of expreffing my no-
tion of the Gofpel.  The choice of my words and phrafes
has heen commonly fuggefted by thofe of the men Toppoled;;
and by my inclination to diftinguith my meaning from thems.
But a man’ may inderftand the gofpel to every good pur-
pole, without being acquainted with any of the phrafes
- pecubiar, either to anyof thtm or to me. Yea,-a man mdy
have the faving kyowledge of the trath, who does not dl.

ways-talk with propriety and confiftency akout 3t. But
| ' what
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what 15 all this to the purpoic ! Have your friends heen 1n
{foine happy meafure relieved m thar minds, et free from
{clf-righteous entanglement, gloomy Zears, flavifh attompts,
&e. and all this by getting into a move proper and  difuinet
way of talking upon a fubject which they formearly lovad
from their hearts ! If this be the cale, it may well be faid,
“that a {mall matter makes a very deep impreffion upon them,
On the other hand, have our meft reipected preachers
been always meaning well, yet {o unmindful of their fubject
when they wrote, thatit will be difficult to fisd one amonga
thoufand of their printed {erimons where we fhall perceive a
bold and juft account of the Apoltolic do&rine, 2bout what
relieves the gumlty condcience ! Is there not fome embarrals.
ment in tins conftant plea about impropriety and inconfiffen-
cy ; 1s there not {fome entanglement of the mind here?  and
thall I endeavour to point whence it arifes?

g. In my former letter I gave you a hint about a con-
cern for the mtereft of religion, contrafled with regard for

the defpifed truth., That hint T then theught, and ftil
think, was far from being obfcure.  But, fince, for reafons
beft known to yourfelf, you have theught fit to call it a
~conceffiony I fhall here give an explanation, though other-
wile Iam far from thinking it needs any. A minitter
1 your fituation has, Iapprehend, atwofold mtereft in the
religious way t6 confvlt. 1. He has meafuresto keep with
his arthodox affociates, or allies I the miniftry, and the
leading men of the diffenting inteveft. 2. He has likewiie
meafures to keep with the {erious profefling people, more
elpecially his own congregation and hearers, Either of
thefe, I apprehend, 15 fuflicient to blunt the edge- of his
jealouly for the defpifid fiuth of the goipel, ard tc incline
him to relax his notions, in that refpeét asmuch as poflitle,
On this oceafion I wouid fay, that you had need to be well
fettled in your mind about the leading fentiments and prin-
- aipal feope of my buok, before you {ufler your charalter to
ftand in any meafure conne€icd with mine 3 as any fuch
connelion muit prove dangerous to you, I would think it
much more natural and {afe for one in your fituation, to
~clear yowde!f by giving broad hiats, that the author of the
cbnoxious book was an enciny to holinefs, cr that you {uf-
peied he was at bottom no greet fiiend to true piety. Tor
__I reckon the orthedox in Lngland are much the fame fort

of
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of men with thofe fo accounted 1 Scotland, who foon cried
aloud, that that book {erved to overthrow all practical re-
ligion. I am pleafed when I hear fuch remarks, becanfe I
thereby find I am underftood according to expectation ; and
that the difference I was chiefly anxious to evince, is felt
to be folid, fubltantial, and extenfive j fo far from lying in
impropricties of expreflion, or even accidental inconfitencies,
as many who incline to diffipate any contreverfy about the
faith affe&t to think,

10. Were any {mall number with you, difpofed heartily
¢o put their hand to the plow, I apprehend, that turning
their back upon all their prefent religious connetions, they
would imitate Abrabam, who, led fimply by the divine
word, went forth, not knowing whither he went ; and that
efpoufing the choice of Mofes, commended by Paul, they
would freely rifque all other confiderations for the profpeét
connected with that choice. I apprehend, that having once
fecn the Lord, they would be ready to cry with Peter, If 1t

be thou, bid us come unto thee upon the water.  If, after
fetting out on {uch a c3lly their attention fhould be drawn
away from him that called them, by ‘he apparent impor-
tance of the conne@ions theyleft, and new difficulties they
had to ftruggle with ; no doubt, they would, like Peter on
fceing the wind boifterous, immediately degin f0 fink.  And
here appears the need for the conftant care of the Shepherd of
ffrael, to fupport his people by the mnterpofition of his arm.
IFor, as they begin thar cowrfe, not prompted by their own
witdom, but led by his call, they muft be taught to under-
ftazd, thatin every ftep of their progrefls without him they
can do nothing.

11. However fmall fome differences about faith, as ex-
hibited in print, may appear to many readers ; vet one
thing 1s certain, that the joming of a feemingly very {fmall im-
propricty with the apoftolic Gofpel, will make the offence
of the crofs to ceafe ; will make Chriftianity acceptable to
thoufands who would otherwife hate 1t; will fcoure the
wordly eafe and reputation of the teachers, and give full
fcope to the religivus pride of the profefling people. ' Wherg-
as on the other hand, the zealous difcarding of fuch impro-
priety, will render Chriftianity as defpicable and hateful in
the eyes of the religious world, as it was at the beginning.

N
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So that great things, no lefs than the moft interefting ob-
jedts of the paffions of men, turn upon a {eemingly very
fmall matter here.  Yea, 1 may add, greater things than
thefe are here at ftake, even the eternal concerns of men.
For though the revelation of divine grace in the feripture be
in itfelf extremely fimple, and it to make even a child wife
te falvation; yet the methods of undermining it, through the
flight and cunning -of men, are numerous and varous,
Hence the many calls to watchiuluels s hence the exhorta.
tions, 10 ftrive to enter 1a at the ftratt gate, to fight the good
fight of faith, &&c. Thefimplicity of the Golpel 1s the great
obje@ of Chriftian watchtulnefs, If people haveonce loftfight
of this, it fignifies very little, what they are zealous about.

12. An apparently {mall impropriety admitted 1to the
feripture account of grace, venders it, W Paul’s view, ro
more grace. 'L 'he fame thing may be faid of faith, the atone-
ment and the perfon of Chritt.—Paul’s rivals among the
churches of Galatia, preached the Deity and atonement of
Chrift, &c. 'They were far trom wnfinuating any other way
of falvation, They -only out-ran Pau/ fomewhat i therr
concern ahout holmefs. They wanted to guard s gofpel
on that fide where it appeared weakeft. It grieved them
to think that a {cheme in itlelf {o excellent, (hould in any

refpe&t lie open to the objections of thofe who thought that
the interefts of true piety were not fufficiently fecured by it.
This defe@ they were willing to fupply. And to this 1t
wowid feem thiey were prompted by a fincere concern for
the credit of Chriftianity, and the mtereflt of religion in
peneral, The Galatians were caught, "Lhey began to
think it in many refpeéts expedient for their own advantage,
and the hionour of Chrift, to confult the mtereft of rehgion
likewife ; agreeably to the newly propofed improvement of
the Gofpel.——DBut what fays Pauf to them ! [ marvel
that ye are fo foon removed from him that called you into the
grace of Chriff unto another Gofpel!  Strange ! How uncha-
ritable to fav, another Gofpel ! confidering how {mall the
addition to the old received Gofpel 3 and withal how necef-
{ary, how well devifed, and how great the advantages arife-
ing from fo {mall an addition ! Pan/ explains himfclfy———

that by anotber Goff<l he does not mean any formal rejec-

tion of the received Gofpel, erther in whole or m part; but
{uch
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{uch a perverflion of that received one, by means of their
plaufible addition, asrenderedit, in efte, another Gofpel.
And to deter men from all {fuch tampering with the Gofpel
i time coming, he denounces the judgment of God m the
following awful manuer ; uttering it twice to command the
greater attention,  But though cve or an angel from heaven
preacﬁ any other 'Gq/jﬁff. than that which sve have prmd.wd
unto youy (or, wap o, ought beyond what we preached) /ef
bim be accurfed.  As we faid before fo fay 1 now agamn 3 If
ary preach any other Go/pel unto you, than that ye have recer-
vedy l:t bim be accurfed.  Thus Paul decides the matter,
And here I leave 1t. |

From the confiderations now lmd before you, I am led
to conclude, that there muft be fome defeét or miftake i
your faith, Otherwife, I had probably thought it capti.
ous to find fault with the profcflion you have now given me
of it m the firft eight pages of your letter. ‘I'hat miftake
I cannot pretend clearly to point out, far lefs to. remove,
All that I can do 13, to fignifly my ufpicion on fuch pallages
or exprefions as tn my view afford moft voom for it.

What firlt and chiefly prefents itfelf to my thoughts on
this head then, 1s the difficulty your friends find in digeft-
ing my way of fpeaking about juttifying faith, as “a Jare
belief of the bare report of the Gofpel.””  As this phrafe,
thongh fuggeited to me by the neceflity I found of diftin-
cuihing my meaning from that of others, appearsto me to
be well fupported by the Scripture, I am far from being
difpoled to apologize for it, orto give any explanation that
might render its afpe@ lefs uncough. Asto its reception
with you, you tell me; ¢ This phrafe, I fay, founds very
““uncough to our ears, and appears very offcnfive and dan-
“gerous : for it conveys an idea to many, as if you meant
“ nomore by it, than what 13 commonly called a fpecula-
“ tive, notional, or dead faith.”” 'Then you proceed to ex-
plain me fo as to keep as near my meaning as poflible, and
at the fame time to give my language a lefs obnoxious found,
Your explanation will indeed bear my meaning : hut any at-.
tempt to render my language on this head lels oftenfive, is
enough to alarm me and awaken fufpicion. It was my

ludy to exprefs myfelf foas, if poffible, to offend all.of the
fame flamp with thofe who were moft offended at the Gof-

pel
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pel from the beginning, Accordingly 1t gave me fome
fatisfaction, when I heard that my account of faith was ef-
teemed by fuch people weak and infufhicient 5 more efpe-
clally when fome alledged that I made nothing at all of farth,
For my purpofe was to transfer the whole flrefs commonly
laid on faith to the bare truth concermng Chrift crucified,
{fo as to underftand by faith nothing more than the #rurh
tnown or believed.  In this view, all that 15 faid of the ef-
ficacy of faith, in the matter of juftification, muft refpeét
the truth or Chrift cruaified.  Therefore, every epithet of
efficacy ar worth applied to faith in any diftinction from evhar
i5 believed, muft either have no meaning, or it muft have a
bad one. Yorinitance, if we fhould fay, that a jullifying
faith perceives the evidence, excellency, and efficacy of the
dare report 3 would not this {eem to allow that faith has fome
agency or efficacy of its own, as diftinguithed from awhatis
beleved, whatever degree of efficacy be afcribed to the re-
port believed ! would it not feem to allow, that we havt
{fome juftitymng principle fit to perceive and bring home the
efficacy of the Gofpel?

Thofe who ftumble at the have belief of the truth, would
be juftified by that in their faith,- which diflinguithes it
from a fpeculative, notional, or dead faith ; or in other words,
they would be juftified, partly at leat, by the livelinefs,
heartinefs, and fincerity of their faith. They cannot un-
derftand how the bare fatt teftified can furnith the anfwer
of a good confcience before God, unlefs they at the {fame
time hnd fome reafon to conclode, that there 15 fome pecu-
harity in their manner of perceiving or apprehending it, by
which they may be diftinguifhed from others who do not
Jfo apprehend 1. Let them only be indulged ever fo little
upon this poirt, and then they will allow 1t to be a thing
quite natural and rational to be juffified by faith ; otherwife
it muft {till appear to them a thing {trange and unaccount-
able, and quite foreign to all theiwr reafonings.~—Yet if the
anctent method of diltinguithing a living from a dead faith,
were to be urged upon thefe fame very people, at the rate
of their being held for hypocrites on their non-compliance ;
I dare fay 1t would found no lefs uncough to their ears, and
appear no lefs offenfive and dangerous, than to hear of jufb-
fication taking place by the bare yeport of an event that

happened before we were borp.
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The very inclination to apologize for the Chriftian faith,
or to render it palatable to fuch prople, muit have a ftrong
tendency to darken our own minds about it. For, conil-
dering them m a different Light from that wherein Chriit
and his Apoftles viewed their predeceffors, we fuppofe, o
account of their profefled zeal and habitual ferioulnefs, that
the intereft of holinefs is deeply at heart with them, and
accordingly we muft be greatly ftraitened how to account
to them for the juftification of the ungodly by faith without
aworks,

As fuch people are not greatly ftrajtened about the re-
miflion of fin, we are led 10 our do&rine about faith, m-
ftead of dwelling on the all-fufficiency of Chrift’s {acrifice,
to purge the guilty confcience, to nfilt upon faith as a
lively principle in the heart of man, every way fit to iMm~
prove us-in goodnefs, and to carry forward all ferious well
diipofed people in their advances toward holinefs. We be-
come loath to fet forth without referve the freedom of di-
vine grace, the great point that ftands foremoft and moit
con{picuous in the doltrine of faith, unlefs we at the fame
tirie caution our difcourfe, by declaring how neceffary faith
in the heart is to be a principle of holmefs.—Yet, were it
not deviating from the matter in hand, I might eahly fhew
at length, that what is commonly reckoned hofinefs by de-

vout people, 1s a thing as widely different from the Aoling/
of the truth, as the faith taught in the New-Teltament s
from that recommended i the Marrotw of modern divinity.

Now while you are very carcful to promile upon the
head of the faith I contend for, that it will produce obedi-
ence ; I obferve that at the fame tune you are tnclined to
honour our wieww or perception of Chrift’s righteou{nefs
with fuch epithets as would {eem to give 1t fome feparate,
ditinguithed, or concurring importance in the matter of
our juftification, or in.quicting the guity confcience. You
feem tnclined, I fay, to dignify that vieww which pacihes the
confcience, with fuch epithets as may diftinguiih it, at firft
inftance, from a notional dead faith. Tothisaccount would
{eem to belong what you fay of our pure views, realizing
perception, and the attention being drawn to and fixed up.
on Chrift in g realizing and heart affeCting manaer, with
other like expreflions,—Now the queltion aboutwhat re-

G lieves
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heves the guilty confeience is altogether a feparate confi
Geration from what diftmguifhes one profeflor from another,
or ote man’s fath from that of another.—The guilty per-
ton iinds relief by knowing Chrift.  He afterwards judges
of bis faith by {urveying himfelf. Likewife, the teacher
preaches relief to the guilty confcience by preaching Chrift,
and he judges of individuals by their fruits,  In the former
caie, difcarding all idle diftin&tions and quettions about boaw
fo beliewe, his bufinefs is to fhew the hearers what 1o belive,
and upon what orounds. In the latter cafe, according as
tic fiuits of the truth preached appear, he judges who are
Fclievers, what fort of faith each profeflor has obtained,
where fhines the excellency of one man’s faith, and where lics
the defet of another’s: {o isable to talk to them intelligibly
anid pertinently about hoaw they belicve, as well as what ; and
to eacourage, admonifh, or rebuke accordingly. For though
there 15 a real difference, at firft infiance, between the faith
of a true believer, and that of a hypcerite; yet we are not
ailowed, nor have any rule whereby to judge of that differ-
erce, till the fruits appear.

The firft difetples on being convinced of Chrift’s refur-
rection, congratulated each other, not on their manner of
apprehending or their realizing percepiion of the truth, but
on the appearance of the truth itfelf.  They congratulated
each other, faying, ¢ The Lord is rifen indeed.”—And the
Diliples were glad when they faw the Lord; even a3 &1
niecr: before them was glad when he beheld him yet a child
1 his arms.~—What I would have to be thought of here, 15,
that men profefling the faith in the moft unexceptionable

“words, may yet be found valuing themfelves on the ortho-
doxy .or foundnefs of their belief, and taking that inftead of,
or along, with Chnfl’s facrifice, mto the account of their
suftification or relief from the{enfe of guilt.  Whereas, the
irnth reported alome makes men acceptable to God and
healsthe wounded confcience, even as it is the ram falling

down Frein heaven that mciftens the earth and refredhes the

-

terder herb.
" Intead of enlarging further on this head, I thall here

give you a note of a Sermon I lately heard on thefe words
m Fobn's Gofpel;  How can je believe which receive
« Lenour one of another, e’  The preacher, after take-

Ing
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ing notice of the religious charalter for which the Pharifees
refpeted each other, and alfo hoped that God would re-
gard them, obferved that all religions, Jewilh, Mahome-
tan, or Chriftian, held their devotees in eftimation j—that
in Cheiltian nations, where certain endeavours and feelings
about believing, with the regular attendance on fustable
exerctfeg of devotion, took vlace of the anctent faith and
love, the devotees refpeéted each other on much the fare
grounds as thofe of other rehigions.—That the modern
mutual claim ard grant of charity corvefponded exa&ily with
the ancient exchange of honour mentioned in the text.
That the great reafon why this exchange of honour or cha-
rity hindered men from belicving, and humanly {peaking,
rendered it impofiible for them to admit the faving trucy,
was, that it feared their con{ciences with a conceit of their
excellency above other men before God, fo rendered it
mpoflible for them to admit the conviction of fin.—That
the impoflibility was fully as great here as that other men.
tioned by Jefus with refpet to. a rich man’s ¢ntering into
the kingdom of heaven.—But what was impofiible with
men, was poflible with God.—On this occafion he told us,
he had frequently confidered it as one of the moft notable
miracles that Jefus wrought ; when upon the Pharifees pre.
lenting the Adulterefs to him, he fhewed his divine antho-
uty over their confcience, commanding it to fpeak -out,
and obliging them to hearkén to its language : and where-
asthey had approached him in the higheft confidence of theis
excellency above the poor infamous woman, compelling
them to retire, ftung with fhame and {elf-condemnation at
the difference they had prefumed to make.—Ie obferved
likewife, that in that very refpe@ wherein mutual efteem
ran higheft, Jefus teftified of the world that their works
were evil, and was accordingly hated by them.—And that
the very hinge of this mutual elteem, or in the words of
Jefus, that which 1s highly efteemed among men, was an
abomination 1n the ﬁght of God.

To the note T have given of that Sermon, which drew
my attention confiderably, appearing to me highly agree-
able to the text, I fhall only add one refleion of my own,
naturally refulting from it : that among people zealous
about faish, where the bufinefs of believing 15 their very

G 2 righteoufnefs
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rightcoufnefs, and where the great emulation 13 who fhall
be the moft dexterous &elievers, it muft be the hardeft of
all things to faften a convition of UnseL1xT.

In reafoning about the ancient Gofpel, it 15 altogether
vain to think of {etting afide the confideration of what re-
ception 1t obtains 1 the devout world : for do what we will,
that confideration muit alw‘ays yeQur upenﬂua at every ﬁﬁ}h
Yea the contraft thereby formed feems to have been tatended
{from the beginning, as a notable means for {cttling w the
minds of them that believe a diftint notion of the faving
truth, as well as giving trial of their love to 1t Whom
~fay men that I am, {aid Jefus to hus Difciples 5 and then,
Whom f{ay ye that I am? When Simeon beheld the Child
Jeius as the divine ilvation prepared before the face of all
people, he beheld him at the farie fime as a fign that fhould
be {poken againft.  So faid the Prophet long before,  He
fhall be for a fan&uary, but for a rock of ftumbling.  But
not to multiply quotations where {fo many occur ; To
whom coming, {ays Peter, as unto a living ftone, difallorved
sndeed of men, but chofen of Ged and precious ;—unto you
therefsre which believe, he is precious.  We cannot have the
nroney value for Chrift, unlefs his glory arife to our view
from thofe very circumitances, on account of which he
was chiefly defpifed and fet at nought among men.,  And
the fame thing muft be faid of his Gofpel to the end of the
werld,  Paul glovied in the crofs in that very refpect wherem
it broke all meafures between the world and him, No
tafk can be more fruitlels than any attempt to render the
Gofpel palatable to people who at bottom difallow 1t 1n 1ts
pative fimplicity.  No tafk, I {ay, can be more embarrafiing,
more comfortlefs to the teacher ; none lefs beneficial to the
hearers.—I might fay much the fame of any attempt to
draw the ancient Chriftian order over any fociety, whole
union 1s not formed upon the truth, What would 1t
avail, thoughall their ufages and forms of worfhip correl-
ponded to the pradtice of the firlt Churches ? Still it muit
be faid, that nothing could be more ndiculous, nothing
more abfurd, than any attempt to practife the ancient_dlf-
cipline in a foctety not formed upon the truth.  Yet fuill 1t

muft be allowed, that the Chriftian faith and order con ef-

pond to cach otherlike hand and glove, or fword and {hea;h ;
' Oov
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for while Paul beheld with joy tue order of the Ceiofancy-
he beheld at the {fame time the fteadfafinels of their faith in
Chritt.—The refult 1s, that with regard to antient Chnif-
tiauity, it would be prudent for one, firlt to count the cpil
well, and then, laving his hand to s heart, determine
vither to go forward at all hazards, or ftop fhort betimes.

As this Letter has already {welled confiderably, £ muft
eonfine myfelf to a few general hints in anfwer to the quefs
t'sos propofed at the clofe of yours.—All the faitnful be-
fore Chnit were faved only by the new covenant to come,
T hey found falvation in the promife.—Neither the old
tovenant which was made at Sizei, nor the blood by which
it was ratified, nor its pricithood, fantuary, mheritauce,
e, could takeaway fin, orfccure thole who enjoyed thele
privileges from the wrath to come,.—All thele were only
[hadows of grood things to come.—But 1 have the lefs occa-
fion to dwell on this fubjeét, as you may fee it diftinétly.
handled in a Book lately fent to one of your friends, cailed,
The Teflimony of the King of Mavtyrs, &, particularly
Chap. II. Se&. 1.

As to the other branch of the queftion 3o—1 am far from
thinking that either Chrift’s addrefs to the young Ruler, If
thou wilt enter into life, & or the addrefs to the Jews in
Lzekicl, Chap. xxxill, wasin any degree farcaftical. 1look
on them both to be to the full as ferioufly dire& and proper
as the words of Paul, when he fays, ¢ Do we then make
“void the law through faith? Far be it} Yea we eftablifh
“the law.” We cannot ferioufly maintein that death is
the wages of fin, unlefs we at the fame time with equal fe-
noufnefs matntain that according to the law, life1s due to the
obedient, Thofe who claim the rank of righteous perions,
that need no repentance, or who from any given period of
their Jife have no more occafion to repent, may indeed find.
many thmgs in Scvipture, more efpecially in the law itfelf,
ft.‘_m'ng to invalidate and render their claim ridiculous,  Yet
il it muft be {erioufly mamtained, that if righteous men
c@n be found, their title to life is unqueftionably good,
'1213 18 an impaortant and neceffary branch of do&rine.
\? nen men enquired, what they fhould.do to enter into life,
(“_h“ﬂ:_ In the moft ferious manner referred them to the di-
vine law, 'The Gofpcl never fays any thing to enervale a

G 3 man’s.
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man’s zeal for righteoulnefs, who apprehends he is poflefivd
of that zeal. They who are awilling to obey, have all en.
couragement fet before them to proceed.  And men will
always continue 1n {ome miftake about the inward difpofi-
tion of their hearts, till upon the trial the law convince
them that the great defect lics in their very il It would
be making void the law to tell men that however willing
they may be to obey, it is impoffible for them to fucceed.
It would bz making it void, I fay, in their minds, while
they fuill fuppofe they have at bottom fome right difpofi-
tion, and defire only to be freed of certamn obftacles and
- placed 1n proper circumftances for exercifing that difpofition
1 a becoming manner., When we have duly confidered
this, we fhall perceive a certain Majefty about the revelation
of mevey, and its addrels to men, uot commonly attended
to. It looks fhy and diftant to the well-difpofed, faying,
Letthem alone ; while 1t {olicits the attention of the wretched
and the defperate with an afpe@ winning beyond imagina-
ton, In this view the hiffory of Jefus Chrift n the four
Gofpels carrtes mit a grace and majefty altogether Divine.
—1I need only add, that God certainly knows belt the fit.
teft way of addrefling men.,

As thefe queftions touch upon the leading lines of the
{cheme of revelation, a particular notice of them would
lead ori to various and extenfive views of the Scripture,
bean time, 1 perafing, at your leifure, the fore-mentioned
‘T'reatife and other tradts fent along with it, you may fee
the {ubftance of what we have learned from the Scripture
on thele points.

To conclude, could I fee or hear of a dozen of men In
London united together only for fo many months upon the
fimple truth of the Gofpel, in oppofition to every foreign
conneftion, I would not be afraid of differing much with
them as to their judgment of the temper and conduét of their
devouteft neighbourhood. I would be difpofed to refer
the matter to their own experience.—~Conclufions are molt
ftriking that arife from tafts.—The difference of things 18

beft feen upon the fulleft and neareft contraft.—Lxperience
we fay teaches fooks.

I am yours, {c.

une 2G, 1758.
Jine 291 315 ROBERT SANDEMAN.
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LETITER VI
Samuel Pike # Robert Sandeman.
Sir,

"" HE farther our correfpondence proceeds, the more
JL clearly I am convinced, that we are perfectly agrecd
as to the capital pomnt of enquiry. Upon the perufal of
your Letter, I{oon difcerned that its defign was, to fearch
as clolely and as faithtully as you could 1ato the faith, hope,
and experience of your correfpondent and his friends : in-
timating all along, that there may be fome effential flaw or
capital defet in our faith,  'This you have taken all pofiible
pains to examine 1nto and prove,  Yet | would not have you
imagine i the lealt, that it has raifed any degree of refent-
ment m my mind, to thiek that I fhould be fufpected for a
hypocrite after all my profeffion : for I am verily perfuaded
you wrote 1 this ftram, from a godly jealouly, left our
minds have been, or fhould remain to be corrupted, from the
fimplicity that 1s 1n Chrift. I have indeed feveral excep-
tions to make to fome of your thoughts and arguments, but
as the greatelt part of your diftmctions and cautions, which
are apparently nice, are notwithitanding folid, neceffary,
and ufeful; I fee no great benefit would arife from a
laboured reply ; fince every one is more ready to think well
than s/ of himfelf, I therefore wave the attempt, and fhall
aim to turn the currency of our correfpondence into a more
uleful channel, by defiring you to favour me with a more
diftin& account of the nature of that peace and fatisfallion
of mind which a believer enjoys upon his clear and diftinét
perception of the fimple truth, previous to his being affured
of his own perfonal intereft.  Itis a fubje&t which you and
your friends are probably more acquainted with, both doc-
trinely and experimentally, than weare. You fay in Page
Yith of your printed Letters, “that if a perfon flights the

““ comfort arifing from the bare truth, he flights the bare
“work of Chrift, and confiders it as too narrow a

“foundation, whereon to reft the whole weight of his ac-
 ceptance with God.”” I am clearly of your opinion here-

i,
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1, and fiad reafen to be afhamed of myiell, that 1 had
been verily guilty of {lighting and ov 611(}01&!’1"‘" that cuin-
fort,  But fhill this does rot, and 1*1(,t:t_d catmot of 1tfels
give a perfon a full fatistattion cen *crmug his own perfonal
intereft in Chirft, This 3 a quettion that ftill remains unde.
ciged, and Tam fully perfraded, that it caunot be feripturally
decided, but by the appearance of {eme ol the genulm nuus
and effe(tta of the pure truth upor the heart and lite.  Give
me leave here to put fome queftions relative to this matter
with freedom ; without much repardmg the order in which
they fhould be propetly placed.

Can a perfon, who really believes the truth, be eafy and
contented 1n his own mind aud confcience, while this quel-
tion concerning his own interelt remains unrefolved ¢ or in-
deed, ought he to be {fo?  Ormav not one who 1sbrought
to a beliet of the truth, be immediately affured of his own
jutereft ; being perfuaded in him{elf, that what he believes
15 the truth of the Gofpel, and being confcious in his own
mind, that he does believe it and feels fome of the immed:-
ate efletts thereof !

Ita perfon be confcious to himfelf, that hus only entire
hope 1s placed upon Chrift for acceptance {eparate from every
otier condition 3 may he not direitly lay hold of the pro-
mife, that ¢ He that believes fhall be {aved,” or of that
aflertion, ¢ He that believes 15 jultified,”” and {o takes in
this confideration to further the peace and tranquility
of his own miad in puwrfuing the obedience of faith?  Or
at leaft, may he not entertan a very fatisfymg hope con-
cerning his own istereft, until he be left to commit or -
dulgre fome vnlunt'lry {in of omiffion or commiflion, where-
by his peace is broken, the faith prattically dented, and
his own faith rendered fufpicious !

Orisit neceffary for a believer always to maintain or cul-
tivate a fulpicion whether he belongs to Chrilt or not?
Would not {uch a perpetual {ufpicion, in great meafure,
deﬂm} his peace of confcience, torment his mund, and re-
tard him 1 the way of performing acceptable a;ui chearful
obedience ?

It a perfon 15 confcious to himfelf that he does or dcfires
to perform all his duties purely from the mztives arifing from
the faith, may he not claim Gad, as Lis own God, Upon
that footmw’
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Muit Lie, upor every inttance of backfliding, caflt away
that confidence of hope, and be reduced to the fame uncers
tainty as at firtt ?

When he 15 recoverad from his backflidings, being cona
vinced of hus finfulnefs therein from the faith of the Gofpel,
may he not now recollet his former experiences and duties
as evidences of his intereft, to promote his repentance and
encourage his return to God, as his own God?

On the other hand, if a perfon profefles the pure truth,
and nothing appears to the contrary, unlefs it be this, that
his {oul 1s uneafy, his confcience diflurbed and terrified,
and he 15 under gontinual anxiety about his own intereft
fearing he has never believed, or that he has never experi-
enced a converting work upon his foul, by the faith of the
Golpel : not finding his heart warmed, his love inflamed,
nor ftrength and courage in pra&ical duty conveyed into
his {oul, by thofe bleficd truths which he believes and loves ;
wherein does this prove the weaknefs of his faith ? or what
part of the truth is either hidden from him, or denied by
lim ? For it is not enough for him to be told, that he (poi-
hibly) is no believer, unlefs it be pointed out to him where-
i hiz miftake about the truth lics, or what article of it he
does not believe.

If a perfon thus affefted takes pains with his heart, and
watches over his fteps in order to get comfort and peace, is
there not an apparent danger left he thould a& 1n a {kif-
righteows way ? o ,

It the evidence of our own intereft depends upon our own
endeavours and Improvements, agreeable to and founded
upon the truth of the Gofpel ; does not this open a door
tor laying fome ftrefs upon our own attainments, which may
tend to fomething like fclf-righteoufnefs or the feeding our
{piritual pride, fince upon this plan a perfon obtains the
comiort of his own intereft by his endeavours, though not
the ntereft itfelf ? How fhall thefe dangers be avoided in
this and the former queftion ?

In what fenfe, and in what refpe&s, or upon what occa-
hons is a believer to look upon himfelf as aflnally expofed
to the curfe of the law, and liable to everlalting vengeance?

I have laid before you this varicty of queftions, with no
captious or infnaring defign ; Put my reafons are thefe :

becauie
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Pecaufe every particular does not at prefent he clear in my
own mind; becaufe different perfons are difagreed about
your meantag in thefe points ; becaufe fome frieads put fucls
queftions to me, and I fhould be glad to be better furnithed
with proper an{wers to them ; and becaufe 1 think we can.
ot be too exact and nice to keep ata diftance from evary
fpectes and degree, both of Neonomianifm and Autinomi-
ani{m.

I donot expelt ordefire a laboured and diftinét anfwer
to each queition, but have propofed them all, that you
may {ee whercabout the ftvefs of the difficulty lies,  Pieafls
tu favour me with as {peedy areply a3 you couvenicatly
can, and you will exceedingly oblige

Your humble Servant

Sest, 16, 1758,
: /2 SAMUEL PIKE.

LETTER VI,
Robert Sandeman f0 Samuel Pike.

Si:f 'y

T T AVING confidered your queftions, I fhould be glad

if I could throw my thoughts into any new mould
or form to render them more plain and eafy to be under-
ftood. In the Churches with us we have indeed had un-
common opportunities of enlarging our expericnce, though
not experience to be vaunted of.  For if our rcligious hii-
tory were to be fanly extended, it would much refemble
that of Ifracl; it would be ahiftory of much divine mercy
and iong-{uffering on the one hand, and of much human
perverfenefs, folly, and blindnefs on the other, We have
been conduéied to what we have attained of the Chriltian
profcfiion, as by the hand of Him who leads the blind 11
paths that they have not known. Many Interefting falts,

in the courfe of providence, have concurred to throw light
‘ on
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sn various pafiaces of Scripture, relpeéting our faith and-
order. And the more clearly the hght has fhined among
us, the corruption of human nature, as oppofing the Gof-
pel, has thewed itielf among us 1o the more ftriking views,
So that perhaps no people have had more opportunities of
obferving how deceitfully that corruption oppofes and un.
dermines the Gofpel of the glory of the blefled God than
we. And yet, alterall the pains that providence has taken
with us, the truth i its fimplicity 1s the firlt thing we are
ready to let flip and lofe fight of.— 1 he cafe of a Chriltian
Leeping the faith againft his natural bias, and that of a
Church doing the fame as a {octety, looking diligently left
mf}r man fail of the grace of God, e, very much refemble
and illuftrate each other.  And analogous to both thefe is
the outward contention with the world about the faith.
All thefe go hand in hand together: the New-Teflament
will not read otherwile.——I cannot propofe to be particular
here.  What pafies more obfcurely mn the minds of indivia
duals receives a morve diftinét and explicit form in the com-
merce of a {ociety joined together as one body, And the
more¢ public application of the Chriftian do&rine to cafes n
the fociety, affords the mott forcible iftruction for dire&ing
the more private exercife of mdividuals,—We have had ac-
cels to fee the more notable paflages deferibing the appea-
rance of Chnift’s kingdom, verified 1n a remarkable manner.
Such as, ¢ Lhere are many that are firft that fhall be laft,
“r. For judgment I am come into this world, that they
“which fee not might fee, and that they which fee might
“be made blind. * This Child 1s fet for the fall, and rifing
““again of many in [ffrael. And all the trees of the field
“ [hall know, that I the Lord have brought down the high
‘“tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried up the
* green tree, and have made the dry tree to flourith: I the
“ Lord have fpoken and have done 1t.  And all the Chur-
“ches fhall know that I am he that fearcheth the reins and
* hearts.” —Many who have held the firft rank among us
for Chriftian knowledge, experience, charalter, £5¢. have
on the trial turned out hypocrites and unbelievers.  Of thig
number we have had Prefbyters, or Minifters of the word.
Thefe again have had their place fupplicd by others, who
had nothing advantageous in their hiftory, nothing to talk

of
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of for their comfort, but Chnlt &rucified.—Oar enemiey
reproach us greatly for our charity as confined to one ano.
ther ; yet they reproach us with no lefs vehemence for our
tyrannical {eventy toward each other,  One would think.
that thefe reproaches were contradiftory ; yet fo 1t is, our
order affords a pretty equal handle or occafion for both,—
The more private fight of faith, the more public or foctal
labour of love, and the ontward contention with the world,
ever drawing their hatred and contempt, would render the
profeflion of Chrifliamty an intolerable yoke, were it not
that it is found and known, that there are fuch things as
Paul fpeaks of, Confolation in Chnft, the comfert of love,
the fellowfhip of the Spint, bowelsand mercies.  We have
feen perfons, whofe conduct has frequently expofed them
to reproof, growing m love from a {enfe of much forpive.
nefs ; while we have feen others, of a more careful and ex-
act deportment, lofing all favour of the truth, and turning
out hardened Pharifees. Yea, we have feen the hypocrify
of fuch as pretended to the aflurance of hope, clearly evin.
ced. While, on the other hand, we have {een others, to
our clearctt convition, growing in that affurance without
any thew, noife, or pretenfions at all ; even while they have
been growing lefs in thetr own eyes, thewr hearts more
touched with the conviclion of fin, and their need of for-
givenefs, and accordingly more enlarged with a grateful
{enfe of the mercy that fhines m ths: atonement, the fame
mercy that relieved the publican. All true growth m
Chrittianity, is growmg in love to the atonement ; and this
will always be 1 proportion to our daly {enfe of the need
of it.—Men when firit enlightened fee but hittle of the cor-
ruption of human nature, as it oppofes the Gofpel, m com:
parifon of what appears afterward on the trial, when they
are led to look into the perfe@t law.—"T'he very outward
form of fubjelion. to the new commandment, is a practical
difcarding of all differences and diftin&ions, on account of
which we naturally glory over one another. Itis a pralu-
cal declaration, that the fame righteoufnefs is unto and up-
on all that helieve without difference.—1I have laid together
thefe disjointed hints of doétrine and falls, that, having
fome nation of the plan or fcheme of things 1 have in view
when I write, you may judge with more eafe of the fenti-
ments
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ments 1 would eftablith.—Chriftianity s {o unlike any ab-
ftra& fcience, that it may well be faid, we know no more’
about it than 1s inculcated upon us by repeated interefting
falts. And in general it may,be faid, that whatever notion
one has of the Chrifhian experience, 1t will be found to par-
take much of the perfons and circumitances wherem he 1s
moft nearly interefted, Yet ftill it muft be allowed, that
room ought to be left for an appeal to the Scripture, to
reCtify our experience, or our miltaken views of falts, And
we have this advantage m confulting the Scripture, that we
find there a full account, not only of the Chriftian do&ri..z,
but alfo of the facts which attended its firft reception, with
vroper remarks on thofe faéts.—The general ftrain of your
guctions puts me much in mind of the fituation of {fome of
our Churchee, during the weight and influence of fome
perfons noted for Chriftian knowledge and experience, whe
had left the national Church and joined us.

Thefe perfons tho’ not much addi&ted to the more feif.

éented and lefs confpicuous fervices, excelled in knowledgae,.
~they had got pretty much above difguict on the {core of
guilt——talked high things of then enjoyments, and im-
preflions that grace had made upon their heasts. The
younger and lefs expertenced were moved with perplexity
and envy, ftriving hard to attain what they admired in others,
or repming at their decfilency.~Mean while in the midft of
this vain glorying on the one hand, and eavying on the
other, about impveflions of grace, the true nstion of God’s
grace was infenfibly wearing out of fight,—till, in procefs of
time, it pleafed providence, by means of the Scripture, to
make the bitter root more manifeft,—to lay open the hypo-«
crify of fome, and difentangle the reft from their foare.—
Ihave fince feen perfons eminent in anather way, whofe ap-
pearance and language, while reaching conviétion and con:-
mandmy refpect, did not ferve to difcourage or awaken envy
In the weakeft, but on the contrary to embolden them and
bring them upto the fame level with themfelves —I0 a
word, to animate all the brotherhood with the fame confi-
dence and joy in the truth. This kind of eminence I
would defcribe in the words of Paul, as fhewing itfelf by
SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LoveE. This he points out as
the great fcope of all the gifts and means of inflru@ion that

H God
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(Sod has beftowed, and as the great antidote againdl all de.
ceitful docliine. 5o he clofes lus reafoning on that head
thus : That cve henceforth be no more childyen, ‘offed 10 and
froy axd carried about auith ev.:y wind of dudrine.— D
| heakin the ty uth i love, may groww iup tnto bim in all thin G

cuhich is the beady even Chriff. When this holds the maoit -
eminent place In a Chm ch, 1t cuts ofl all occafions of vain
clory, envy, or repining, and leads the brotherhood to he
Like mmded, one towards another, according to fefus Chiitt,
—11f 1t be true, that even the angels cannot learn the mani.
i.:d wildom of God but by the Church, how canc *lny of us
pretend to learn it by any more duﬁm& method of nftrue-
Lon —The comtorts ot the holy Spirit are not prnmlff:dto
Creiomited inuhmluﬂ 5, €ach tHLIP‘“ care {eparately to frame
Lis beart in the befl manner : but to brethren walking to-
ccther 1o winty, to difeiples joined together in one body as

ers, one of another, fo asby ore fpirit to mourn and

U N TYs, Ol
reen i*)gtthm'. And s the profperity of one memitel
(

clica dniuizs y‘“t over the whole boug, fo azain the {oul
that enlivons the bod} qmcLPn and revives tht. moit droop-
e maembe s, And i we thank of the cafe of believers dif-
pv fdand deprived ef wfible commurion, 1t mudt fhil be
daid, that they cnjoy thar comforts, not as disjoirted nd:-
vid inis, but ds members of that ene body whereot Chnit
the head @ the fp'-m that animates the ‘»."hOIL bori}f lcadiu !
them to iom in faying, Ouwr Fathr, §c. and to long foy e
g’itm_m" ‘U‘cthu of all faints at Chrift’s fecond appearng.
—~—Qur poac ieal treatifes common Iy gwe directions to beli-
vers, ¢ 1'.i=u\..n_d as lo nlany difcoune&ted mmdividuvals : aud
any Wy ol fpfrlt, commonly cherithed among profeflors, 13
fh..ﬂ ....al cutLes aiter fome wor ldly profpcrlty to the gw{'pr_l
CIOICe il € ay iancted preludes to fuch pro{perity.—- ot
Umi‘t promifes great coidolation to his du foples anitad to-
geiber weliiay mlove, and pa tiently bearmz the hulm.ut
lilt- worldi—-3 1 ny profeflors and thei tLdCLLm, not fund ot

cohiunion wid its obvious Cunﬁ.qumu_ s, yet hearlng muen
i 6 in the Now-Teftament of the attaiaments and comforts
or ike irfl Chriians, have laboured much to devifz means
P oajo ~ing thofe comfurts {eparately, 1n fome confiflency
i L 11*t(31ﬁ thewr deceat htfuu, and religious yepu-

Ltzb‘.j !11 1.11': \ﬂ‘.?iid.""""IﬂLLLh {Jf ll“., C-‘)Tf&“ 1bh af (;I:..H}
| A]i‘i " \h
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drew the attention of the firlt believers, they have endeas
coured to fix the chief attention of Chritians on a multitinde
of rules refpeéting the particular condudt of each m his de-
it exercifes, his attendance on ordinances, andthe frane
of his heart therein.—Agaty, on finding that {ew deveur
people came up to thofe rules, many exceptions Lave hecu
made from them for the {ake of weak believers ; {o that it
is difficult to fay which of them are ablolutely necefiary on
hinding on the confeience, or which not.—Yet the com-
fort and peace of the more fertous 15 chiefly hinged upon
them.——2s 4 proof, how little gur pradtical writers huve
~ttended to the New Teltament, 1t may be obferved, that
when they mention brotherly love, they commonly mnke
it are of the lafl or lowelt evidences of a Chrithian ;s L) that
maay who could find nothing ¢t to cuconrage them, have
heen refredhed by refle@ag that they voere not deftivve of
fome gdnvral vague fort of liking to 2l good prople.—Ore
may fometimes cxplain more of lus mind by a Lrict notice
of a celebrated writer, than it he wrzcte a dozen of pages.
Dr. Oaeen appears worthy of cfteem for fomothiag
greater than his belng a firft rate critic, and an mdefati xible
ftudent ; he appears to have known what fiefh aud blood
could not rveveal.  The ftrefs he lays on the perfon and fa-
cifice of Chrift, as the center and glory of the Chriftian
religion, muft recommend him to all who have any tafte tor
the Gofpel.  But what flall we fay of the force of foreien
conretions? ¢ Did mot 8clomen, King of Zfiwcl, {in by
“ thefe things ? Yet among many nations was there no King
““ like him, who was beloved of his God, and God made him
“King over all Jfracl ; neverthelefs, even him did out-
““ landifh women caufe to fin. "The Do&or fhews grreat
knowledge of the Scriptures, of the heavenly glory of
Chrift’s Kingdom, &c. he fomeway maintains the feripture .
notion of faith in its fimplicity, while he affirms the perfua-
fum that there is fw*giwnq/:r with God to be ﬁlt'fﬂg faith,
Yet in his very menner of maintaining it, his right arm
plainly appears to be weakened by a kind of deference to
th_c profeflors of his time, who looked on that notion of
faith as a very low one. For while he maintains it, he
(ays, Let none defpif: the day of [mall tﬁing.r. And he infifts
but Iparingly on that part of his fubjeét, That deference,

. with
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with other miftakes partly hinted above, has -introduced
much felf-righteous chaft nto his pradtical writings; fo
that-even the Scofeh Seceeders, the moft gennine offspring
¢f the old Pharifees, have found a pretence for adopting
them.—~Notwithftanding his uncommon infight into the
seture of Chrift’s Kingdom, and though he fhews great
zeal againft the Seorch Covenanters, yet he himfelf, efpeci.
ally 1n his Strmons on more public occafions appears to he

tainted with certain fond notions about an earthly or natio.
nal Zion.—In the general, our moil {erious praltical writers,
in proportion as their-attention has been drawn off {from the
holinefs.of the truth, have ftrained hard to rcfine on papular
piety.  And as this commonly does not proceed on well
fixed or well underftood principles, the more thoughtful
and ferious profeflors are generally at the greateft lofs (o
judge o,f their religious or fpiritual {tate.

Now to take a more clofe view of our fubje&, though I
am not much folicitous about order, yet, for my own eals,
I fhall clafs my thoughts under the following heads:

1. In judging anght of the «Chriftian exercife, it ought
wcll to be remembered, that the fear of the Lcrd is the be-
einning of wifdom. Thisis a plain common topic, DBut
the greatelt perplexitiesin réligious-exercife, pracecd on the
forgetting and mifunderftanding the plamnedt things.  What
1s plam, fimple and often talked of, is, on that very account,
fuppofed to be well enough underftood ; fo that frequently,
when the pinch comes, no clearing of difhculties s expected
from that quarter.—1he wrath of God, revealed from hea-
ven 1n Chilt’s death, affords the moft awful view of divine
juftice ; and by our appreheniions of divine juftice, we
have our chief impreflion of the hving God. The fear of
diviné juftice, by its forcible operation on the heart, 1n-
prints our {irlt and ftrongeft apprehenfion of the fving agency
of ‘God. This fear is natural to finful man, but the Gof-
pel enforees it, and cuts off all evafions.—Now all the com-
forts of the Gofpel, firlt and lalt, hold pace with, and are
proportioned to thisfear, To ufe a familiar finulitude, even
a child delights in the {miles of its father, 1n proportion as
5t dreads his fiown.  When the Clurches in Fudea had relt,
they walked in the fear of the Lord, and the comfort ¢
the Holy Ghaoft.—.As ocur natural fear is enforced by toe

1
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death of ‘Chrift, -fo, in his refurreGtion, we {ee the livine -
agency of God no lels manifeft, in healing ard making
alive, than 1t appeared before in woundmg and killing, -
When we do not'remember that Chnft died under the di-
sine frown, we fee no extraordinary miracle in hus refurrec-
tion. At moft we think of it only as on a.footiug with
the refurreéion of Lazarus,.or the torming of Adam from
the duft, and. breathing into lim the breath of life.  But

when we think of lim, as dying under the curfe of the di-
vine law, yet rifing again even from that death to reign in
life at God’s right hand eterpally, we behold a difplay of
power or living agency far beyond that which created the
world.  The Apoftle Pauf {peaks of this matter as too
orand for words to exprefs, when he calls 1t the exceflive
greatnefs of his power to us-ward who believe, according to
the energy of the firength of his power, which he wrought
in Chrift when he raifed him from the dead and fet him at
his own right hand in the heavenly places, &¢. Anc all this
power is no other than the power of the divine fmile, or the
complacence of that love which burned with fuch jealoufy
againft fin In Chrift’s death. This powcer.1s conveyed to
men by the divine teftimony, and 1s.efle€tual fo far as that
teftimony is believed or underftood. This 1s the power
that quickens them who arc dead in fins, firft commanding
belief, then working cffetually in them bidicving, encou-
- raging them in all their patience and obedience, and at laft
- ‘bringing them to reign in life.

2. Many at their fivft convitions, and aftcrwardsin the
courfe of their profeflion, are held .in great perplexities,
not as would feem at firft view from théir.excefs of fear,
but in reality by their entertaiiing partial and contraded
views of their guilt and danger. . There is a great diffevence
- betwixt the anxiety of the Pharifee labouring under the
complaint, What Jack I.yet? and the conviétion of one
who 18 at his wit’s end about himfelf: and whe like the
Publican in the parable, fees nothing about himfelf but what
conflitutes him a finner, and expofes him to the wrath .to
come, T the latter, the Gofpel proves glad tidings ; but
the former being but half fick, needs not fuch a phyfician
a8 .the Gofpel exhibits. | He ma; indeed uudergo much dif
fuet, repiniﬂg greatly” at his dcficiencies, and be very
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earneft 1 prayirg for power and affiltance to fupply them
but fhll this thought lurks in his mind, that he has or
fhould have fome principle at bottom, which, if properly
affifted, might yicld him relief.  So his mind 15 quite
eitranged from the Gofpel, which fpeaksof all that isneces
ful to relieve him as alveady done: and we may be very {ure
that every one who finds no relief, no joy m the fimple re-
port of the Gofpel, is at bottom labeuring under fome fuch
thought.  And the beft fervice that can be done him, 13,
laving afide all foothing and faifc tendernefs, to deal roundly
and plainly with him as an enemy to Godand the Gofpel ;
for ull he be brought to view himfelf 1n this light, cven as
ungodly and without firergth, he can never fee the excel-
tency of that grace which rcconciles enemies.  He may 1n.
deed te apparently very low, but he is not yet weak enough
to be helped by the grace of the Golpel.

2. It mult always be kept in mind, that Chriftramty 1s
a {upernatural fcheme, and all 1ts influence among men
wholly of the fovereign good pleafure of God. When
Teachers, liftning to the di€lates of carnal wildom, begin
to devife the propereft methods of propagating a proteflion
of religion, they muft foon fall into great miltakes.  And
the bad influence of thofe miftakes will fall more immediately
and heavieft on the more feriors hearers—One principal
miftake isa falfe tendernels for thafe under concern, The
Teacher’s fondnefs to encourage every appearance of reli-
gious concern leads him to folter that very principle which
onght moft watchfully to be checked inall religious people,
and which proves the chief fource of darknefs and anxtety
to the more ferious and thoughtful.——But a Chriftian Tea-
cher has his limits prefcribed him. It is not his bufinels to
devife what may be the propereft means for promoting the
interet of Chriftianity. His charge is to-hold falt the
faithful word, to keep the commandment without {pot, un-
rebukeatle, be the confequence what it will, let it prove
the favour of Iife or the favowr of death to whom 1t may.
In doing thishe may offend and lofe his moft valuable friend,
and at the fame time fave his greateft enemy; hemay offend
fome cf the moft wife, devout and experienced, and he may
grain fome of the foolifh, the defpicable and frow=rd. The di-

reCtion of the influesnce of the Gelpelis rone of his"buﬁnf[s.
in
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In all this it becomes him to {ubmit to the divine fove-
reignty, and mind the pole aflizned him—He muft not
dibruit the Efﬁcacy of tire rusthful wovd,. becaufe of the lit-
tle fuccefs it has i the world, or becaufe it may feem too
»mple, weak and mlipid to anfwer the end propofed,  He
muft always bear i nund that the feolithnels of God s
wifer than men, and the weakads of God ftronger than
men.

4. A perion, by being brought to the knowledge of the
truth, is not thereby led to think himfedf poflefled of fome
good principle, by which he {tands mere nearly related to
God thun he was, or than other men.  His comfort docs
not lie in thinking on any thing about him{elf or any change
he has undergone, but he is conitorted in thinking on what
15 without him, on what 15 abfent from him, even on what
s m heaven.  And in this very thing confifts any good
change he has undergone,  However much his outward
conduct may appear to others changed to the better, yet
as he 1s now taught to fear God, to look 1ato his perfedt
lw, and to fec s own mfide in anothier manner than
formerly, he perceives him{clf to be more eminently an ob-
et for macy and forgivenefs.  And thus, though he is
far from finding vealon to count himfelf a bester man, yet
fo often as the difcovery of mercy comforts him, he is very
fenfible that he is a hagpier man.  And the more manifeit
this appears in lus profcffion, I mean, that he rejoices in
Chrift Jefus having no confidence m himfelf, the mere emi-
nently does heappearas an obiect of bratherly loveand efteem,
and the more emmently ufeful dees he prove as an helper
to the faith and joy of his brethren. Brotherly love andjoy in
the truth go hand in hand together.  When brotherly love
is kindled, and enlarged by the appearance of joy in the
truth, we are not led to thisk of any human cxcellency that
can lay a foundation for vain glorying on the one hand or
envy on the other, but we are affe@ed in like manner as
Psul fays the churches in Fudia were, on hearing that he,
frenn a perfecutor, had beceme a bold friend of the truth ;
fays he, ¢ They gloriied God in me,”

5. }Ve are no nearer to God when we are difpofed to
entertain the moft favourable view of our own religrtous cha.
sacter, but the contrary.  God preferves his people from

sroftacy
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apoflacy by putting o his fcar n their hearts, quathing from
time to time every advance of their {elf confidence. It
takes a great deal both of awful mftruétion and mortifying
events to make profeflors thoroughly underftand, that not
for their our righteouinefs, nor the uPrlghtanb of thﬁn hearts,
do they go m to poffefs the inheritance.  Many a pmftf
for, long kept in- -bondage by partial views of his defeéts,
has been happily rt.heved by fome event driving the nail to
the head, and enforcing a-clear convition.that he was ftark
naught. Here I might venture anappeal to the confciences
of all who have tafted that the Lord is gracious, if when
they have loft fight of every promifing fign about them-
felves, have feen various guilt aggravated with much ingra-
fitude ftaring them 1n the face, have found nothing but the
atonement to ftand betwixt them and the wrath to come,
and by that alone have heen encouraged to pour forth their
hearts before God :1f it was not then, I fay, that they expe-
rienced the moft refrefhing and moft entboldening fenle of

God’s favour ?  So true 1s1t that the Lord taketh pleafure
in them that fear him, in thofe that hope in his mercy.

He takes molt pleafure in men, when they can take leaft
and {ee leaft rcaion for it mthemfelves,  The bleffings pro-
nounced by Chnit in Mateh. ch. v. evidently proceed upon
this view of things.—Hence we may fee when men may
properly be faid to be edified by what they hear.  They
are edified, if what they hear ferves to dath the reftlefs and
ever-advancing principle of felf confidence, if it brings them
to lower thoughts of themiclves and more enlarged views
of the divine grace, fo leads them to join with the Gentiles,
who from tbe.beginning glorified God for his mercy.——
Hence we may fee how unfit the common addrefles at the
end of fermons to bélievers, as diftinguithed from the care-
Iéfs and unconcerned, are to promote the bufinels of true
¢dification. Thefe addrefles ferve rather to fend away thefe,
who have any claim to the former defignation, {elf-fatisfed
with a conceit of their diftinétion, théir orthodoxy, (.

6. "Thofe illuminations and taftings of t!:2 good word of
God, by which men are enabled to make the Chyiftian pro-
fefizon, fo as to become objedts of brotherly luve, and which
are the fcource of fpin: tual gifts for the edifying of the

Church, cacnot feparately by themielves jultly be confidered
by
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by thole who have had them, as proofs of their being
Chriftians. 'They cannot, I fay, juftly confider thefe as the
proper fruits and proofs of faith? but rather asthe water-
ings of the Spirit ferving to bring forth fruit. Thefe may
take place with a very advantagcous and promifing appear-
ance, and yet not accompany falvation. In diftinétion
from thefe Paul fays to the Hebrews ;—¢ But, beloved,
4 e are perfuaded better things of you, and things that
« accompany falvation :—your work and labour of love,
%c.”  Bat as to the fore-mentioned illuminations or water-
ins, he fays in the fame context ;  the earth which drink-
¢ ¢th i the rain which cometh oft upon it, and bringeth
« forth herbs meet for them by whom it 1s drefled, receiveth
bleffing from God : But that which heareth thorns and
t briers 15 rejeCed and nigh unto curfing, whofe end 15 to
« he burped.” The fixth chapter of Paul’s epiftle to the
Hebrews, -‘whence I have been quoting thefe paflages,

ougrht to be carefally confidered by all who would form jult
notions of the chriftian exercife.—S0 much does the more
refined felf-righteous labour affume the form and language
of the good fight of faith, that no fixed invariable judg-
ment-can be formed of any man’s ftate but by his patient
eontinzance in well-doing unto the end.—No mertal can
attain to any fuch affurance of hope but that he ftill finds
himfe)f occafionally in hazard of looting it, {till finds reaion
with Pazl to take heed left, while he benefits others, he
himfelf thould prove a calt a-way.  Thercfore the Apoftle
in the forementioned chapter fays, ¢ And we defire that
“ every one of you do fhew the fame diligence to the full
“ affurance of hope unto the end.” And Chnft 1 Matth.
xxiv, forewarning his.dilciples of the power and prevalence
of deceit, and of the love of many waxing cold, gives the
word of encouragement in this form.—¢ But he that fhall
¢ endure unto the end, the fame fhall be faved.”” So 1n his
addreffes to the feven churches of Afia, the promife 1s
always direfled to him that overcometh ; and to one of
them in particular, ¢ To him that overcometh and keepeth
“ my works unto the end.”” And it is remarkable that he
judges of the {pirituat fate of them all by their works, as he
hegns his addrefs to each of the Churches, faying, [ know
thy works.

Neither
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- #. Neither the joy attending the firlt beliet of the truth,
nor the additional confolation attending the work of love,
is obtained m the way of advancing any claim upon God,
‘When aman firft knows the truth, when he is firft taught
thereby to draw near to God, he is led, even 1n the full
ailurance of faith, to be at mere mercy tor his falvation. 1
need not ftay to itlluftrate this,  With refpe&t to the other
cale, we muft confider a man as fome way engaged i the
profeflion of love to that truth, which ferves in various re-
peéts to abafe his own pride andexpofe him to the hatred
of the world ; we muft conirder him, I fay, as thus intro.
duced 1nto a new {cene of difcouragements. To give re-
lief 1n the mudit of thefe the additional confolation is be-
ftowed.  And when he enjoys it, he 15 furprifed at the
mercy that apnears m 1t, and 13 veady to cry out, Whence
15 this to me! Fven as thole who are brought to fulnefs of
joy atlaft in the divine prefence will be be ready to cry,
Lord, when faw we thee and miniftered unto thee ! —DBy
this abundaunt fenfe of mercy and kindnefs, he 1s emboldened
to hope and ““lock for the mercy of our Lord Jefus
““ Chrift unto eternal Life.”  Paul, fpeaking of the ad-
ditionzl confolation, 1s filed with thankful {urprfe at the
glory of divine murcy appearing m ity ¢ Blefled be Ged,
¢ fays he, even the Father of our Liord Jefus Chnit, the
¢ ather of mercies and the God of all comfort 3 who coms
“ forteth us 1n all our tribulations j—for as the {uflerings
* of 'Chrift abound m us, {o our confolation alfo aboundeth
“ by Chrift.”

8. We muft not confider the perfon advancing to the
affurance of hope as engaged 1n a certain vound of duties,
{0 as his comfort fhould arife from a confcioulnefs of his
periorming or defirtng to perform them from right motives,
let them be called motives anfing from the faith or by any
other name, Thus the Chriftian profeffion would become a
pharifaical {cheme, We muft rather confider him, as, at
the rifk of all other evils, fecking fhelter from the greatelt
i the foctety of Chrift and his Diciples,  Now a man may
labour under maay difcouragements, and find himfelf 1n va-
rious refpects obnoxious to the curfe of the divine law, and
yet his heart not condemn him as deftitute of love to the
revelation of diviae merey and thofe who hope in that mercy.

Anrd
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Ard {uch are they whom God comiorts by his holy fpirit,
fealing them to the day of redcinption. While they appear
in the eyes of the world, and 10 thetr own eye, as outcafts and
fit to be rqjected, God claims themas his people, he chufes
them and canfes them to approach unto him.  According to
what was before ated from Pju/m exlvii, he {hews them
that he takes pleafure in them. Thus their joy is made
full, not by any chan of rcafoning evincing a change of
their itate, not by refleCling how rght and genuine ther
former exercifes have been, but hy fuch an eburndant fenfe
of the divine love fhewed in the atonement as leaves no
reom for, {o caits out the tormenting fear of coming {hort
of cternal enjoyment.,  And thus {infe of love 15 fuch as
emboldens the heart, even when entertaining the molt aw-
tal apprehenfions of the divine jultice, and the mviolable
coniection between the curly of the divine law and every
the leaft travigreflion of it : Ior it gives boldnefs Jeven 1
thinkmg of the day of judgment, where that juttice meets
the thonghts 1n its molt awful view.—DBut not to enlarge
on the various conliderations that arife here, and the many
paifages of Scripture that {erve to illufirate this fubject, 1
fhall take fome notice of an objeCtion that may occur to
fome.

9. If it be fulpelied that this doftrine has a {eli-righte-
oustendency becaufe of what is faid above, that thofe who
ate favoured with this enjoyment ave perfons whole hearts
condemn them niot as deflitute of Love it this be objécled,
I fay, 1t may unmediately be retorted, What do they love !
For I all along confider perfons asin the exercife of love
when favoured with enjoyment.  May not a Perfml, wlnle
leemg nothmy about himfelf but what expofes him to the
vrath to come ;5 at the fame time love the dofrine of fov-
givenels ! Aguin, how are his thourhts employed when Le.
1s in the exercife of love? Are not his thoughts then ems
ployed with delight in refledting on the revealed righteout-
nels, the mafmite value of the atonement, the mercy that
provided it, €. or complaceacy in thofe who hope in that
mercy. His thoughts arz not then employed 1 {olacing
]11111!:21f by reflecting how genuine, pure, and upright his
]qve 33 yet while he 1s in the exercife of love to the truth,
his heart cannot condemn him as deftituts of that love.—On

the
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the other hand it 1s proper to rcmember, that the many aw-.
ful cautions given by ‘Fohn in hus firlt epiftle are highly ne-
ceflary for repelling the pretenfions of profeffors to higl
attainments, while their counfciences muft condemn them as.
making a profeflion of the truth without the love of 1t ; they
are neceflary to prevent others from being deceived by fucn
pretenders ; and they are fit to. beget 1a fuch a convittion of
hypocrify, tolead them to the atonement for remiffion, and
1o to kindle m them the love of the truth,

10, Lhe difference betwixt faith and experience, or en-
joyment, ought to be well attended to.  Any finner, back-
flider, orapoftate, coming to the knowledge of the truth,
finds. immediately relief to his guilty conicience in Jefus.
Chriit, the fame yelterday, to-day and for ever.  Thetruth
ever remains as an open fanCtuary to the diftreft, as an
anchor " of hepe for the wretched.—But many veceive the
word with joy and endure for a while, who yet in the time
of temptation fall away. Their love abates and waxes cold
upon the tuial of faith. Now the holy Spirit as the com.
forter 1s promifed and is given to thofe who continue in
Chrilt’s word, even te thofe, whofe love upon the trial, in-
ftead of abating, increafes, And when the divine love is
{hed abroad tn a man’s heart by the holy Spirit, he is not
reafoned out of his difquicting fear of coming fhort, but his
fear is expelled by enjoyment.  Confider what Fohn in his
firft epiftle fays concerning love perfeBed avith usyand I pre-
{fume you will find he can mean nothing elfe but enjoyment.
Even the {ame thing that the prophet has.in view, when,
fumming up the happine(s of the redeemed Church, he fays,
( Hofea 11 20.) And thou fhalt know the Lord, The fume
that Paul fkill longed for, after he had entertained large
apprehenfions of the excellency of the knowledge of Chritt;
¢ That 1 may know him and the power of his refurreétion,
“ and the fellowfhip of his fufferings, being made conform-
¢ able unto his death; if by any means I may attain unte
¢ the refurreCtion of the dead.” Every degree of that en-
joyment heightens the longing for the foll enjoyment at the
refurretion.  So oft as the meaneft believer fpeaks the
truth in love, prays in the Holy Ghoft, or gives a cup of
cold water from affe€tion to Chriit, fo many advances-doces

he make toward the full affurance of hope ; for love grows.
by
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by exercife. And there 1s no Cluiftian, however highly
.dvanced in rich experience, but ftill needs the exhortation
to follow after charity, even as the-profpeét of greater blei-
(cduels to be longed for and enjoyed ftill opens wider to
his view.— Before we leave this head, 1t 13 proper to refledi,
that as love 1s perfedted by enjoyment {o Likewife faith 1s
perfeéted by fight, or the prefence of - what was before
known merely by seport; remembering always, that on
this fide the grave there is no perfeCtion of either by any
proper prefence of the things beleved and loved: while yet
they receive fuch a perfeltion in the way of earnelt or fore-
talte by the holy Spirit taking the things of Chrilt, and
fhewing them to his people, as cannot well be defcribed but
by language borrowed from the glorified ftate.  Accord-
inaly we find the feripture frequently borrows the language
which moft properly belongs to that itate, in order to de-
feribe fuch a perfetion of faith and love, as takes place
even in thofe who, {firitly and properly fpeaking, are yet
abfent from the Lord.—When Abraham’s faith was per-
fefted by works, he faw in a figure what he had before
heard of in the promife.~It is true, his fight was as of an
obje& at a diftance and not properly prefent.  And this 1s
one way the Scripture ufes to mark the difference between
the perfetion of faith in the prefent and that in the future
flate.  Yet his ficht was {uchas greatly increaled hus joy.
He faw the day of Chnit afar off and was glad, or, as one
of the Greek expreflions imports, greatly rcjoiced 5 that
blefling was confirmed to him, and he was called the Friend
uf God. Nowto apply what has been faid to our fubject, 1t
will be obferved,that, when the addittonal confolation above
fpoke of takes place, faith receivesa great confirmation by
anew ‘kind of evidence, even a fort of prelence of the things
believed. 'The perfon who was before perfuaded by the
eviderce arifing from the bare report that Jefus is the {on
of God, the Chrft or God’s Anointed, is more abundant-
Iy affured that he is the anointed, when he comes to partake
with him in that fame oil of joy and gladnefs wherewith he
was anointed. The Apoftle Fohn, who writes his firlt
epiitle to direét believers how to be aflured of their intereft
i Chrift, or to know that they have eternal hfe, plainly
ponts at the confirmation of faith by this new kind of evi

1 denee,
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dence, when he fays, ¢ Thefe things have I written unte
¢ vou that believe on the name of the fon of God, that
 ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye
“ may beliéve on the name of the Son of God.” Tor they
who receive the Spirit of adoption and partake with Chrift
1 the freedom of {ons, have 1in themi{clves an experimcnhl
preof that Jefus is the Son of God.—Nor can it be imagin-
¢d that the holy Spurit, in giving this rich experi¢nce and
freedom, atts m the leaft alide from or beyond the line of the
Scripture; for he givesit, while he alls as the foul, energy
and efficacy of thofe promifes and con{olatory favings, which
Chirift left with his difciples on the carth, for this very pur-
pole, that dwing his bodily diftance from them, they might
have his joy fulfilled in them, and their joy might be full.
At this place 1t may be added, that the {pirit of God in
his whole work on the hearts of men, never {peaks of him.
fclt, nor learns men to talk high things of his work upon
them, but he glorifics Chrift, andleads all m whom he
dwells to ¢lory only m the work finifhed by Chnift.

t1. When a man walks in love, he has fellowfhip with
God, and enjoys the hight of his countenance.  But when,
by turning afide from the holy commandment, he grieves
the holy Spuiit, then he lofes that enjoyment.  All his
former experiences, however great and rich, cannot yield
him the leaft comfort here; they rather ferve to hetghten
his pamn, and to give him ground to fear, that he s like the
gronnd that hos been often ramed on, yet brought forth only
trms and thorns,  Yea, nothmg can relicve him but that
bare truth to which profeffors are fo loath to he reduced as
their only refource for comfort; and I will add, even that
bare truth which 15 the {ole fprmg of ] joy and delight to
thofe who are favoured with the higheft enjoyments of the
true kind.  And when his confcience is thus relieved from
the crymg fenfe of guilt, his love may, perhaps, continue to
work for fome time amtdit fear and painful defire, til 1t be
agam perfected or erowned with enjwment.-—Yet it no way
contradi@s the do&rine now advanced to maintain, that it
IS very confiftent with a perfon’s walking in the light, and
tnoymg fellowfhip with God, to find daily need for the

t1cod of Jefus Chrift his Son to cleanfe from all fin.  Yeu,
i¢ ue 1s this, that the Apoﬂle in the very next verfe fays

* 1f we fay that we have no fin, we deceive ourdelves, and
“ the tiuth 15 not 1n vs.”
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12. Perhaps the quedtion will {lll be urged, If profeflors
ought always to entertam a féar whether they helong to
Chrilt or not 2 My anfwer 15, It would be happy for them,
if they could heartly entertain 1t, till it be expelled by
that joy whith no one can take from them.  But the great
dificuity s how to awaken and keep alive this fear, and
make profeffors duly {enfible of this, that if any man have
not the {pirit and temperof Chrift, he 1s nonc of his, We
are but too ready on every kindly tatting of the good word
of God, to miitake the watering for the fruit, and {ecretly
to conclude that our ftate is at bottom f{afe and good —I
have hitherto abiltrated pretty much from the confideration
of joys manifeltly hypecritical, that ave bred and cherithed
by corrupt dofirine.  To thefe mdeed the fear I am fpeak-
ing of,, is very hoftile and deftruétive ; but it is very friendly
to the apoftolic joy and peace n belitving, and {crves to dif-
pel the clouds and miftakes that mtercept that joy. If
Teachers would confult to the beit advantage the perfeve-
rance and improvement of protcflors, they mufl imitate and
concur with the divine conduét. God preferves his people
by putting his fear in their hearts, A Teacher then, whao
would work together with Ged in this matter, muft ftudy
to keep alive a fenfe of his fear on the mind of himfelf and
his brethren,  And as God no where appears more awful
than 1n the revelation of his grace, Paul fays. “Where-
“ fore we receiving a kingdom, which cannot be moved,
“ let us hold the grace whereby we may ferve God accep-
“ rably with reverence and godly fear: for our God is a con-
“ fuming fire.” And thisreverence is attended with fear and
jealoufy about ourfelves, fhewing the need of watchfulnels
and {elf-examination.  Pau/ writing to thofe about whom
he obferved the fureft tokens accompanying falvation, after
an awful reference to the cafe of Jfrael, adds, ¢ Let us
“therefore fear, lett a promife being left us of entering. fnto

“his veft, any of you fhould feem to come fhoit of it.”
And throughout that epiftle he ftrongly enforces feveral of
the moft awful and ftriking motives of fear, Moreover,
that ordmance wherein Chrift propofes more efpecially to
correipond with his Difciples, and comfort them, is guard-
ed with a call to {elf-examination and a hint concerning
his being betrayed by a Difciple.—Let it alfo be confidered

i Iz that
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that {clf-examination and jealou{y belong to love, and in
the exercife of thefeit 1s kindled and increafed ; and every
exercife of love is attended with fome degree of comfort.
For let the enquiry afford ever fo much room for conviction,
a man cannot properly be faid to be grieved for his fin, but
when the amable worthinels of the atonement melts his
heart.— Befides, the fear of coming-fhort muit, in the nature
of the thing, take place m alt cales where an amiable object
or great benefit is n profpeét, and the hazard of lofing it
great ; and that fear cannot properly be abated but by {ome
degree of pofleffion or enjoyment.——One can {carce do a
greater hurt to profetfors, than by mdulging them m the
thought that they arc at bottom poflefied of fome mherent
good principle.  All the admontions of Chnft and his
Avpoftles proceed on avery difterent {entiment.  They evi.
dently intimate the great danger profeflors were 1n of being
deceived, of lofing and letting {iip what they had heard and
attained. Hence fo many awful cautions like thefe; ¢ If
¢ a man abide not 1n me, he 15 caft forth as a branch and s
¢ whithered.—If ye continue in the faith, and he not moved
“away from the hope of the Gelpel, &c.”” But it would be
endlefs to produce quotations here.—A Teacher runs no
rifque of exceeding in urging the matives of fear, which al-
ways art{e ftrongeflt from the do&trine of divine grace. For
God himfeif hath taken the charge of comforting hus peo-
ple.  And heis ever faithiul to lus word. He ever takes
pleafure in them that fear him. The promife of Chnft
never fails; ¢ If a man love me he will keep my words;
¢ and nty Father will love him, and we will come unto him
¢ and make our abode with him.” It will be found
that the ftrain of do&rine which 1s beft adapted to reprefs
{elf-confidence, 1s fitteft to encourage the weak and broken-
hearted.—I have reafon lLikewife to conclude, that thofe
who are readielt to fufpet their own hypocrify, {oonelt
arrive at fome experience of love perfeCted with them j cven
as [ have found thofe who entertain moft frecly the couvic-
tion of their covetoufnefs and worldly mindednefs, fooneit
led with chearfulnefs to abound in the works of mercy.—
~Along with thefe mifcellaneous refle&tions I fhall here hint

an illuftration of our man pont. The additional confola-

tion, I fay, holds pace with the work of love, mits {ubmf-
f{ion,
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fion, patience, obedicace ov fuflering, And 1t helds pace
with it in this manner.  Fames deferibmg the man who 1
influenced by the Gofpel to nbey 1t, {ays, This man {kall be
blefled in his deed orin his domg. It will throw light upon
this if we remember what Panl faysof the Macedonians ;
“In a great trial of afiliction, fays he, the abundance of their
“joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of
“their liberality.,” 'Lhe Apoftle viewing this, calls it,
grace beftowed upon them from God.—Take alfo two other
inftances.—* Ye took joyfully the fpoiling of your goods,
“ knowing in yourfelves, &Jc.—They departed from the
“ prefence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted
“ worthy to fuffer fhame for his name,””—=See allo the
“ bleflings m Matt, v. chap.

Not to enlarge on the various confiderations that arife on
this important and copious fubject, I fhall here briefly fum
up and iluftrate what has been faid and 21med at in thefe
three particulars :

1. Divine grace in its whole progrefs among men bears
always the appearance of grace reignirg through rivhteoufnefs.
When 1t firft dawns upon the ungodly, {peaking peace to
thofe afar off, and giving light to them that fit i darknefs;
it appears n the divine gift of a perfect and unfpotted righ.
teoufnefs. Andin all the fubfequent favours it belrows on
them that believe, it always meafures them out in propor-
tion to their conformity to that righteoufrefs, or in other
words, to the effeét the knowledge of that righteoufnefs
has upon them. This will more {ully appear at laft, when
the whale reward of Chnil’s righteouinels, even the {um
total of all that grace hath provided, will he diftributed to
every believer according to his works.  Bleflednels and ho-
linefs always keep pace till the perfe& day, when that fay-
ing fhall be fully verified, Blefled and holy i he that hath
part 1n the firlt vefurre@ion, ———This convre&tion muit
always be preferved inviolable,  Otherwife, the Chriftian
profefiion will be mndetenfibly ohnoxious to the reproach of
encouraging fin, becaufe grace abounds : ——-a reproach
highly malicious as pointed againft the true Goipel.

2. Grace mn its whole progrefs muit appear divine or {o-

L.t
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heht, while another vemains in darknefs. It is of God that
the love of one profeffor warms upon the trial and i3 ac-
cordingly crowned with confolation, while that of another
waxes coids “Jtis given you,”” fays Paudy ““in the hehalf
“of Chrift, not only to helieve on him, but alfo to {uffer
“tor his {ake.”  Fames commenting on the proverh which
deleribes God, as giving grace to the humble, gives the
fenfe of 1t thus, He giveth more grace, even more of that
fame grace, which firlt appeared in bringing the favoured
perfon to the knowledge of the truth, and teaching him
humble fubje&tion to it. . So from the firlt difplay of
crace to the laft, 1t 15 always more of that fame grace.—
““ For whofoever hath, tolum fhall be given, and he fhiall
¢ have abundance; and whofoever hath not, from hmm
“fhall be taken, even that which he feemeth to have.
“¢'This view among others may be included in thefe words,
“I will be gractous to whom I will be gracious; and
al{o in thefe, *“of his fulnels have we received, and grace
“ for grace.”?  See allo Rom. viit. 28—31. Tor the ongi-
nal grace that gave Chnft to die for the elect, will as cer-
tainly have its full effet 1 bringing the whole redeemed
Church to perfeft holinefs and happinefs at laft 5 as the word
addreffed to the firlt man and woman, which fet 1 motion
the courfe of nature (b fruiiful and multiply) has been ef-
fecleal to produce all the generations of men that have
fince mhabited the carth.—1f we enquire at the moft highly
favoured and beft experienced Difaiples, we fhall find taat
their {fenfe of things corvefponds with this.  Have they by
patient continuance in obedience to the truth, arrived at a
fettled confeicufnefs that they love 1t? What does this con-
{cioufnefs amcunt to? Why, 1t amourts to this, They arc
confcious they love that truth which clearly evinces thewr own
w.ter naughtinefs, and the boundlefs all-fufficiency of divne
erace. '

2. Joy in God is always proportionate to the imprefiiens
of his fear. The fmiles of a Deily that hates not fin, ar€
no better than the {miles of an harlot  The like may be
{a1d of that charity which {ome call cathelic 3 which can
rever yicld any degree of the ancient comfart of love,——
if we look through the Scriptures we find that God hath

made rocny Icy the higheﬂ: manifefiations of his kindaels, }{:}'
the
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the deepeft impreffions of his fear. Not to inlit on the
nnparalleled cale ot the firll-born among many bretbren g
fee thn., cale of Jfuah, ch. v1. ot Danicl, ch. xi. of Fohn,
Rev. 1. and of the three Difciples on the Hol} Moaunt,
And how great will the coutrail of fear and joy be at laft;
when the Lord him{clf fthall defeend from heaven with a
fliout ! [ fhall clofe thefe reflections witha Hymn, com-
pofed by one of our men, whofe charater was of univerfal
weight in the Churches with us, who held the firft rank for
fpcakfup the truth i love ; and who, though he fhewed no
piettnh{)ns ahove the meaneft membﬂ, yet appt.nicd L) our

goaviction’ remarkably growing 1w the affurauce of hope.
He died a few months ago.

PVHEN to my frabt thou, Gad, appears,
Pm flPd soith fudden fear,
T/{}' quflice awith uplifted arm
O’cravhelms me avith defpair,

The former figns of grace o more
Relicve my troubled heart,
And pafl experiences of love
Add tortare tomy [mart.

What fhall Ido 2 My prayers and tears
Are frf:r}:fom i th 5 j?gﬁf ;
I an remov’d from thee as far

As darknefs from the light.

Is there no room for mercy left ?
Is grace for ever gone?

Ll mind the years of thy rizht hand,
And wonders thou haft done.

How to be one with fons of men,
Ifmmanuel did not feorn,

And how from Mary’s virgin cwomb
The holy child was born.

Pl mind the greatnefs of ihe love,
" Which in his breafl did burn,
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Bhen all the wwrath of God for fin
(Tpon s foul did turn.

Oh ! did the Father’s dearefl Son
Go mourning to the Grave ?
And did be die for fin, that grace
Might dying ﬁrmmr fave ?

See from the dead the Prince of life
In glory bright appears !

No further proof of love DIl feck ;
4 his quiets all my fears,

T his flream of light awithin the cloud
Sure token is of grace :

Where awrath did frown, fee mercy fmiles
From lovely Fefus® faee.

This fign of love my foul relicves ;
*Tis eafe from all my pain :

I awill ziot blufb to fee thee, God,
Becaufe the Lamb was flain.

Since I wrote the preliminary part of this long letter,
I have bad the fatisfaltion of reading two Sermons of
yours lately publifhed, bearing for a common title, Sawin?
Grace, Sovereign Grace. And 1t is with pleafure I find
myfelf thereby compelled to add to the common addvefs of
civility, that of affeétion,

Dear Sir, By thefe two difcourfes you have flormed my
heart and takenit, By reading them I wasveminded of
the words of Peter, If any man f[peak, let bim fpeak as the
oracles of God ; and thofe of Fob, how forcible are right
words ! ~Confidering what freedom I have ufed in cenfur-
ing, Imay well be allowed to commend alittle without the
imputation of flattery, Every new glance I take of the
two Difcourfes gives me frefh pleafure. They incline me
to forget that ever any difpute fubfifted between us. Are
we then agreed about the charalter of God? Then it
would feem we cannot difcord greatly hereafter, unlefs

through {ome latent mikake, about that wherein we now
profefﬁ



(93 )
profefs agreement.—Now while T find myfelf obliged to

confefs 2 new affection for you, I find myfelf at the {ame
time conflrained to ufe a more intimate kind of frecdom
not as formerly, that kind of freedom which is direfted by
the fhy jealouly of a ftranger, but that which 1s mfluenced
by the interefted concern of a friend.—Yct | have no ani-
madverfion to make on the two Sermons but what 15 {ug-
gefted by the Sermons themfelves.  How unfuitable s

mage 1oth and the application to that uncommon bolduefs
and purity with which the dotrine i1s maintamed m the
general ftrain of the two difcourfes,  But not to enlarge
at prefent, I fhall in the mecan time, hopmg the ncon-

gruity will appear to your own refle€tion, fubferibe myfelf,
Dear Sir,
Your Affelionate Friend,
ROBERT SANDEMAN,

Jan. 20, 17%9.

LETTER IX.
Robert Sandeman #0 Samuel Pike.

Occasioned by fome hints drop’d in a private
Letter from Samuer Pike, which are re-
ferred to, and quoted in this,

Str
&

T was not on fuppofing you agreed with me in my
views of particular men or books, but on apprehending
you to be ahem‘t}" friend to ﬁm*erefgn grace, that my friendly
regard for you commenced. I thought, What could
move a man to defcribe 1t fo clearly, to appear fo fingular
in his doétrine about it, and that fo publicly, not only

from
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the pulpit but alfo from the prefs, as one difpofed to nifque
his whole veputation upon it, if he did not heartily love 1,
And if he loved it, he behoved to hold it moft {acred, {o as
to coniider none as godly, but thofe who at leaft proteiled
to love italfo. Therefore, i vemarking on your difcourics,
I thought it enough to fHigniy, in the gentieit manner,
how unfuitable 1t was to vour leading {cope, to fuppole,
that any one, who loved the true God, could be found
joining i the common odium thewn againit {fovereign grace.
For let it be called alfolute predeflination or by any other
name, fill it muft remain impoflible, to defcyibe it in words,
that can found havder to the pride of men, than thefe of
Paul, *He hath mercy on whom he will have mercy,
¢ and whom he will he hardeneth.”

I thought it enough, I {ay, to hint my diflike of your
1oth page;  For as [ confidered you, as having but lately
attained bolder views of the do&rine of divine fovereignty
m the matter of juftification, I fuppofed you mignt have
inadvertently retained forme-what of your former way of
thinking and {peaking, concerning the oppofersof that doce
trine, not refledting how inconfiftent it was with thofe bolder
views. But when [ found you flill inclined to think that
true believers might be found ¢ among thole who are car-
“ried away by the popular adious cry againft abfolute
¢ predéfination,” 1 was not a little thocked, You could
not have alarmed me on a more facred point. 1 woncer
how you could be at a lofs to know what I dare to {ay
on that point, if you have read page 166 or 347 of my
printed Letters, or what T have {aid on charity from page
452 to 480. Muft T #ill be put to the queftion, after all
I have {aid, whether I be yet talking for amufement about
the chrniftizan doltrine, or in good earneft ? True believers
taking a fide againft fovereign grace! Impofible. It never
was, never can be in the nature of the thing, The firit
dawn of the Gofpel upon any man’s heart, teaches him to
fear God and veverence his fuvereignty in the moft abfo-
lnte view tn which it can be conceived.  And all that fear
God, from the leaft to the greateft, will agree, without he-
fitation, in faying, ¢ Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive
“ glory, honour, and power: for thon haft created all things
“and through thy will they exift and were created.” .

ut
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But then it will be faid, that fome who diflike the ex-
plicit doCtrine of abfchute fovereymnty, may yet, by impli-
cation, be concluded fiicnds at bottom to that fovcrcignt}n
Yet nothing can be more 1oreign to the {eriptures than fuch
veafoning.  The Scripture mdeed leads ws to think of men
having the form of gedlinefs without the power, but it no
where givcs us the lealt ground to think, that the power
can poffibly take place where the very formis difliked, It
Jeads us to think that men may fome way hold the form of
found words without faith and love; but that farith and
Jove can be where that form 1s difallowed, 1s quite foreign
to every notion taught us by the Scripture,—If fuch reafon-
ing by implication be allowed, then we may find true be-
Yevers among thofe who diflike the declaration of 1mputed
tghteoufnefs and vicarious punifhment, among thofe who
diflike the declaration of the Trimity, the Deity of Chrit,
and fo i courfe every thing that 1s moft facred.  Yea thus
we may find true believers among the worfmpoers ot Ma-
homet.  Tor if Mahomet fignifies a prophet, interceffor
or mediator, and if fome mean as much by the word Maho-
met as others by the word Chnit, who would contend for
a word, while there was no material difference of meaning !

Jefus Chnilt, praying for his people, faid, ¢ This is life
“ ¢ternaly that they may know thee the only true God,
# and Jelns Chrift whom thou hait fent.,”  How then cun
any who difallow the declaration of that krowledge, either
that of divine foverergnty, juitice, or mercy, be faid to have
any part m hfe eternal 7 1 we have any car te give to the
Scripture, we muft rank all fuch among thofe ¢ who know
“not God and obey not the Gofpel, and who (if they re.
“ pent not ) fhall be punifhed with everlaiting deftruction.”
And 1f wehave any true bencevelent concern for fuch, 1t
will kead us boldly to declare to them their real danger,
however harfh or ridiculous 1t may found in their ears at
prefent,  Though all the clergy m the world fhould agree
w a charitable opinion of any who difallow the declaration
of that knowledge, 1 find myfelf fully authorized from the
Scripture to declare fuch charity to be the very breath and
Ibnit of the grand deftroyer.

Jefus Chnift declares, that by their words men fhall be
jultihed, and by their woaids they fhall be condemmed.

A‘lﬂd
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And in his view lightly or readily to fpeak evil of him, is
the fame thing as to be aganft him, or be i enemy.  Well
then may we {1y, that every one who deliberately opens his
mouth againft the divine {overeignty, even in the moft ab-
folute view of it given in Scripture, thereby fhews himfelf
to be an enemy to God. Befides, to talk of divine {o-
verewgnty or predeftination not ablolute, 1sa downright ab-
furdity ; even as every atherftical {chemes. How great
was Paul’s temptation to mince the doctrine of divine fove.
reignty, when his heart was fwelled with {orrow at the ap.
prehenfion of his kinfmen betng reje¢ted ! Yet on that oc-
cafion he 1s fo far from mincing it, that he difplays 1t in the
boldeft view, even in that view, which has for many ages
given the greateft umbrage to thoufands, who by their op-
polition to 1t fhew, that in calling them{clves chnitians they
atheiltically profane the chriftian name, and the name of
the true God.—S8o0 the quettion has at Jaft come to this he-
tween us, Is therea God or not? For a God without {o-
vereignty 1s no God at all.

What fatisfadtton can a man find 1n his con{cience, in
maintaining faving grace to be f{overeign grace, 1if at the
fame time he thinks that a man may be a true believer, {o
enjoy the divine favour, who oppofes that grace? Or
.what dehight can a man take in the charalter ot the true
God, who thinks that his neighbour may be truly pious
and happy 1n worthipping another God? In my view, the
more a man knows of the chara&er of the true God, and
is yet capable of holding it in fuch a profane manner, he 1
thereby only {o much the more eminently fitted to be an
agent of Satan in undermining it.—I fondly prefumed that
our friendfhip had commenced upon a facred foundation,
even fovereign grace ; but if we muft both have the fame
friendfhip for thofe who oppofe that grace, or who join in
the oppofition ; then it is evident, therc can be nothing
more {acred in our friendfhip than in the mutual courtely
that takes place among Infidels, Have we then been all
this while employed only like two philofophers {tnving
who fhall get freeft of inconfiftencies in their manner of
talking !

Any attempt to revive the chriftian profeffion with you

muft be the idleft thing in the world, unlefs it be founded
| 10
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in the fear of God. = When Jacob was te fwear by his moft
awful view of the divine Majefty, he chofe to fwear by the
fear of his father Ifaac; even that fovereignty at which
Ifaac trembled with a great trembling, when he beheld his
favourite firfl-born rejeéted, and his younger fon chofen.
Werce a few with you united only by the fear of God, they
would find themfclves concerned o regard the noily cry of
all England againft them, no more than the falling of a cal-
cade or the humming of fo many bees.

Pau! lays down the following rule as a firft principle to
be attended to, by all who would profitably ftudy the will
of God revealed in the Scripture. ¢ Be not conformed to
“ this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of
“your mmd, that ye may prove whatis that good and ac-
“ceptable and perfect will of God.”  No fooner does a man
hesin to be over-awed by the cry of the rehgious world, than,
hixe Peter {eetny the wind boilterous, he begins to fink, and
the majelty of the truth 1seclipfed from his view.  And till
your mind undergo fome change m this refpe&, Iam atraid
that the continuance of our correfpondence will only fcrve
to raife frefh doubts 1n your mind, and that-you will never
be able to take my meaning rightiy, or at leaft will full
doubt, 1f I can be in earneft in what I fay.

You gently move me to withdraw fome expreffions of re-
fentment againft thofe who corrupt the Gofpel, in my fe-
cond Letter, Sect. 3. in reply to your third query : where,
after difcourfing of the glorious evidence of the truth, I
proceed 1 thefe words, “ Can one enter for a few moments,
“Ge.”  The expreflions of refentment there uttered, tho?
no particular perfons are pointed at, you feem to think
not very fuitable to the gravity of the reft of my lan.
gnage in that paffage, and therefore wifh to have the fen-
tence dropt,  Now as I am fenfible it 'vas never left to me
to write an appendix to the Bible, I have no reafon to be
very anxious whether any fentence in my letters be dropt
Ur‘retained ; yetas I am far from approving the temper of
mind which hints a diflike of the fentence now pointed at,
Iam not difpofid to comply with that temper. Yon have
In the courfe of our correfpondence fufficiently cleared your-
felf from the imputation of approving that temper and lan-
guage m my printed letters, which 1s moft offenfive to the

K religioug
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religions world, With this you ought to have been con-
tented without folliciting me to entertatn a more favourable

view of the world ; efpecially, as I was willing to bear with
vou m that, wherein I thought you defictent, till on a pro-
per trial your own experience fhould more fully fhew you
how the world ftood affected to the Gofpel.  Now my bias
cannot appear more cenfureable to you than your’s does to
me. For unlefs the Gofpel be held forth in its proper op-
" pofition to the tafte of the world, 1L muft confiderall thatis
fard about 1t, as hittle other than {o much rehigious canting
to acquire a reputation for picty. And the nearer one
comes to the true Gofpel, while at the fame time a veferve
1s made for foftening or averting the hatred of the world,
{uch reputation 1s often eftablifhed to the better advantage,
‘But I muft confider thofe as keeping but a very flack hoid
of the Gofpel, who cannot heartily approve of Pau/ de-
nouncing his repeated anathema againt all, be they menor
angels, who go about, however {lily, to undermne the coc-
trine of divine grace which he preached.
Befides, I muft differ from you as to the gravity and
propricty of the fentence above pointed at in my {econd
letter. 1 find it was Pauls manner, when his heart wag
warmeft about the excellency of the knowledge of Chnit,
to point his keeneft relentment againft thofe who defuced
that knowledge, Yea, this was a topic he frequently in-
fited on, as appears by many paffages of his epiltles; of
~which at prefent I fhall only produce one fora {ample.
When he is reminding the Philippians of his view of the
Gofpel, the effeét it had upon him, and calling upon them
to fallow him ; ‘he adds, ¢ For many walk of whom 1 have
¢ told you often, and now tell you weeping, thattheyare
¢ the enemies of the erofs of Chrift, whofe end is deftrus-
¢ tion, &c.” And how can we be faid to hold the truth
in the fear of God, unlfs we are perfuaded that deftruttion
attends vvery departure from it hoth in ourfelves and others!
Unlefs we are fo perfuaded, our zeal about the Gofpel will
amount to no more than an idle emulation about ortho:
doxy. Andit may be held for a fure maxim, that how-
ever zealous we may be to hold a founder {ct of principles
than our neighbours, we can never greatly condemn OUF

{cives {or any deviation from the truth, that we thinlilftﬂn;
' en
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fdent with the chnftian charadter in others, It ought
likewife to be confidered, that as the unfociable temper of

my book was chiefly attacked, it was my bufinefs, o long
as | approved that temper, to take every proper occafion
of hewing that I had not relented, and that I was nather
to be wheedled nor frowned out of 1t.  And that temper
hope 1 fhall approve while 1 breathe.—If ever the profef-
fion of the faith begin to purpofe with you, it will begia
with razing foundations, with hearty convittions of gult
for holding the truth in unrighteoulnefs, and with tremble-
ing at the words of James; ¢ Yeadulterers and adultereffes,
“know ye not that the fyiendfhip of the world i3 enmity
“with God ! Whofoever, therefore will be a friend of the
“ world 1 the enemy of God.”’—1 know no charaller a
Chriftian ought to deteft more than that of Balaam, who
preached the foundeflt doltrine, faying, ¢ Lo, the people
“ fhall dwell alone, and fhall not be reckencd among the na-

““tions,” and who knowing that lirael’s happinefs lay 1n be-
mg fo fitnate, neverthelefs practiced fecretly to mingle themn
with the heathen, by negociating an alliance between them
aud the Moabites.—Mr. DBaxter, noted for piety i the
lat age, flackened a pomt of the chriftian do&rine, and
you {e¢ what has been the confequence among the diffen-
ters | —I muft add here, that as the love of the world and
felf righteoufnefs always go hand in hand together, I can.
not wonder greatly at your {crupling to adout, that re.
turning  backfliders can draw no encouragement from paft
experience.  Yet the voice of God runs thus, ¢ If any
‘ man draw back, my foul fhall have no pleafure in him,”*
When the confcience of an apoftate is awakened to hear
this voice, he can by no means conclude, from any paft ex-
periences, that God has any pleafure in him more than in
the moft ignorant and profane. He can infer nothing from
patt experiences but pecvhar aggravations of his guilt.
Aud when fuch are heartily awakenced, they commonly
find their "obje&ions againlt the doctrine of forgivenefs
ltronger than at the firf. Thercfore, it is in fome refpe@e
a greater miracle to fee an apoftate fawly recovered, thanto
fee one at firlt brought to the knowledge of the truth.
The four addrefles at the clofe of your two fermons, ap.
pear to me to have i general a tendency to adapt the

K2 foundeft
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foundeft dotrine to the common train of felfrighteous ex-
ercife,  The firt makes ufe of the do&rine to carry for-
ward the carelefs to the rank of ferious exercifed perfons.
The {econd ferves to fet the awakened to work in curbing
their legal attempts, and be concerned to get themfelves
placed at the footftool of foverciguty, or to be breught to
a proper pofture o as to beled to place their hope alone

upon the redemption that 1 1n Jefus Chrift.  The next ads
drefies a third fort of perfons as being, in diftin@ion from
the former two, 1 a proper pofture to find mercy. The
laft congratulates the orthodox, prefuming them poffeft of
the beft difpofitions. I think 1t needlels to enlarge on
thefe heads, as from what you have already feen of my
mind, vou may eailly judge what I would further fay.
Youmay likewife judge that I muft either drop all mention -
ot -your two {ermons, or in fome general manner fignify my
exception againft p. roth, and the application.—They have
hikewie a little dath of the clergyman, though modeft in
comparifon of what 1s commonly allowed to be decent, as,
“ Let. me proclaim,” and, ¢ Behold J bring you glud
“ tidings.”’

When I received your laft letter, as I fuft read the
begmnmg and end before I took leifure to confider the par-
ticulars relating to our correfpondence, I was greatly re-
frefhed, It was to me like the cool of a fever, or as life
from the dead. But when I found you fecking to damp
my- confidence about divine {overeignty, and folliciting me

to hold 1t, as if T held it not; I was greatly fhocked. 1
thought. if you believed, 1t behoved to be like thofe chief

rulers who beheved, Fehn xit. 42. ¢ But becaufe of the
“ Pharifees, they did not confels, left they fhould be put
‘“ out of the fynagogue. For they loved the praife of men
“ more than the praife of God.” Yet in my view, one
has but a poor pretence even to the charalter of a Pharifce,
who oppofes the common Calvinilt doftrine of predeftina-
tion.—Befides, how can one avoid being grieved to find
that after all he 1s able to write, even on the moft facred
matters, it is ftill doubted if he be1n jeft or in earneft ?

I am obliged then to fay, thatif you would correfpond
any further with me, you muft refrain from every attempt

to damp my confidence about that knowledge wherein r:tel'[-
na
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nal life lics, even the knowledge of the only true God and
Jéfus Chrift whom he hath fent.  For I muft confider evary
{uchatte mpt in no other light, than as a follicitation to go
and ferve other Geds; which I am bound to refent in the
firongeft manner againft my neareft fviend, I muil like-
wife repeat my warning to you to be cautious, and count
the coft well before you rifque any thing on your conneliion
with me. And do not magine that (unlels T be forfuken
of God) I can ever be broken or {oftened as to that {purit
of oppofition to the religious world, which runs through
my letters.  You fmay fec, that if I fhould write cver {o
much, [ have nothing new to fay.  And I have the fatise
faction to think, I have not difappointed or deceived you.
For I can take to witnefs my printed letters by which you
firt knew me, that I make a point of nothing with you
now, but what I infifted on there m the moft explicit and
determinate manner. I fland by the theme of our agree-
ment, Saving Grace, Sovercign Grace.  1f you depart from
that, and a breach of friend(hip enfue, the breach does not
lye at my door. So much from him, who 1s {Lill wiiling
to be, on the former terms,

Dear Sir,
Your affeGionate Friend and Servant,

March 24, 1759. .
ROBERT SANDEIMAN.

LETTERX

Samuel Pike 70 Robert Sandeman.

Sir,

AVING latcly made an excurfion into the countrr,

and having been otherways much employed, I have

Rot been able to find an opportunity of making a reply to
X 3 Q.
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your laft faithful letter of March 24. Neither have 1 now
time to give you fully my thoughts upou the contents there-
of, Ghall therefore only drop you a few hints, I did but
gently move you to withdraw fome expreffions of refentment,
and gave you the reafon ; but am very well fatisfied they
fhould remain, for the reafon you give. As to a backflider
drawing enccuragement {rem paft experiences, I mean no
more by it than what is hinted, Hofzail. 7. Bfides there
are didevent degrees of hackfliding, Lvery degree of it
indeed does cloud our evidences 1a proportion 3 and when
we are brought back from thofe departures, it is by buing

3

brought back to that very hoge, love, truth and obedience

form whence we have departed.  But I cannot at prefent
fee how my ferupling to admit, that returning backfliders
can draw no encouragement from paft experiences, 15 an
inftance or proof of the connelion between the love of the
world and {eli-righteoufnefs.

When I fay, ¢ Nor do I think you dare afhirm vourfclf
“ that there are no true helluvers among thofe who are car-
““ried away by the popular odious cry againft predeitina-
“tion,” 1 founded my thought upon the very laft para-
graph tn your 3d printed leiter, and meant no move by 1t
than what 1s there exprefled : and I ikewife recolleét, that
m one of your letters to me which are now printed, you
allow that the lealt degree of true faith, isfaving in Paul’s
{enfe.  You are very fenfible that it has been uncommon
even 1n calviniftic writings to conneé the doétrine of prea
deftination with that of free juflification ; whereby the for-
mer doltrine has been mifapplied to the contulion of many.
But 1 have the fatistaltion to find, that many are taught to
relifh the dofirine of abfolute fovereignty as ftated n that
conne@tion In my two Sermons, and look upon it in that
light as a very neceffary and acceptabie truth.  However,
it 1s certain that the do&trine of juilification is in great dan-
cer of being apprehended in fome legal fenfe, 1f the fove-
reiznty of grace be forgotten; and on the other hand, ab-
folute cleGion 1s with difficulty underftood and relifhed by
many, for want of {eeing along with it free juftification by
faith in Chaift.  But how far fuch a confufion of thought
may be in the minds of true believers, T pretend not to de-

termine,  But I flill ffland by it, that faving grace s fove-
yeign
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retgn arace ; and that a true believer {ees that nothing but
tuch gvece as s properly fovereign and abfolutely free can
reach his cale.

There is jult now a confiderable alarm taken : your per-
fon and writings are publicly decry’d by many; and prin-
cipally becaufe ’tis apprehended that they have had a very
bad influence upon my{.lf and one ortwo more in the minif-
try. I need not {pecity diltin&ly the particulars of the ob-
jeltions, for you youfelf can ealily fuppofe of what nature
they are.  The chicf are fuch as thefe.  That there is fomes
thing both of Antinomiamim & Armusianifin ta thefe prin-
ciples ; that the peace aud fatisfaction arifing to the mind

fmm the free gofptl, previuus tu tvident:ts of 1ntereft re-
fleCted upon, 1s enthufiflical : That your do&rine deftroys
the peace and comfort of believers as renewed and juflifizd
perfons, fince it will not et then truit in the change made
upon them, but infuls upon a confidence in the pure free
truth, &c. &c. In the midft of all thefe objections and
outcries, together with the duhculties arifing from them, I
can find no fupport but from the fbree Gorpel: having that
perfuafion, that divine grace revealed therein is fufficient for
me, My nund 1s fill’d with a mixture of hope and dread
with refpet to confequences, together with a grieving cons
cern for thofe, who feem to be rather diftrefled and per-
plexed than comforted and enlivened by the preaching of
the Gofpel of the grace of God, as feparate from every
thing clfe for a fouadation of peace and hope God-ward.
I am now in the ftation of Hubakbuk, in a watching, wait-
g pofture, ch. ii. 1. and praying that the glorious light of
fiee-grace may fhine brighter and brighter amongft us, and
being thankful that there are fo many amongft us that feem
to have an ear, a tafte and rehth for the truth.

If you fhould fee occafion to write any thing to me, as
in fuch a fituation 3 a letter from you wonld be very wels
Come, asfrom one, whom I love for the truth’s fuke,

I refl your’s cordially in the blefl d Gofpel, -
SAMUEL PIKE.

\ LET"
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LETTER XL

Samuel Pike 0 Robert Sandeman,

September 2, 1760,
Dear Sir,

IS above a twelvemonth fince T wrote laft to you

__! to which letter you have never favoured me with a

reply. It may well {feem ftrange that there {hould have
been fuch a feng filence between us.

I fhall fay nothing about the reafon of this filence on

vour part, being able only to guels at 1t, by what 1 have

fcen 1 {ore letters of YOUurs to Mr, 5—.

But the chiet reafon why I have refiained {o long is this .
Becaufe I found ’twould anfwer no purpofe for me to at-
tempt at giving you any fatisfattion by an eptitolary reply,
fince reafonings and apologics would be infufhicient,  No-
thing but Fads or Tranfadions 1n my condutt agreeable to
the pmh.ﬂ‘mn of the Gofpel, and an adherence thereto, T
faw would be {uited to anfwer this end. Many of this na.
ture have occuvred of very confiderable importance, which
I need not here relate.  For I underftand you have {cen
the pamphlet written by my opponents, entiteled, 7/ cafe
of the excl .d d Pary %, [ herewith fend youmy reply there-
to, wtituled, 4 @y affion te Narraiive, &e. I camnot pre-
tend to fay, what judgment you may pafs upon the whole
when you hive feen and confidered both fides.

In my narrative 1 have readily owned fome miltake m my

conduct ; and confidering the perplexity of my fituation
for {o long a time, ’tis pofiible there may, uwpon fnict exa-
mination, appear fome other partienlars which ave not pro-
perly accor dulg to the truth of the Gofpel. 1 anw that
the Golpel 15 of an humbling, fnrchmg, and couvirciy,
as well as of a comforting nature 5 fo that the more c]u."ar?y
it {hines into the mind, the more it difcovers the defells m

the thoughts aud conduct, May I be more and more con-
viaced
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vinced and correted by it.  Dut I have already been fo
far {earched and ftrengthiened by 1t, as makes me thankful
that ever 1t was opened to me fo clearly as by your writings 3
For which reafon 1 cannot but maintain an affeion to-
wards you for the truth’s fake, whether I can iee evidence
to approve and jullity every particular, which you have re-
carved £o hold or ne.  1f you thirk it to point out to me,
with the utmoft freedom and faithiulnefs, wherein you ap-
prehend I am defective 5 {o that it be done, not with that
kind of freedom which is direted by the thy jealoufy of a
ftranger, but that which 1s influenced by the intevefted con-
cern of a friend (as you have weil exprefled it) *twould be
efteemed a particular favour, by |

Your's affeclionately in the Gofpel of Grace,
SAMULL PIKE.

LETTER XL,

Robert Sandeman # Samuel Pike.

Dear Sir, H
YOUR friendly letter brought me by Mr,———, has

{erved to revive that mixture of tendernefs and regret,
which has occafionally affeéted me on your behalf, fince I
read your Sawing Grace ; more efpecially on {ecing your
Free Grace, and laftly your Narrative. Yet I muft fay
you lay a hard tatk upon me, when you urge me to ani-

madvert on your conduét fince the interruption of our cor-
relpondence, and that with the freedom of a friecnd. Not
that I find myfelf ftraitened in refpe@ of a friendly difpofi-
ton toward you j but I fear left what my friendthip would
dictate, might feem liker the language of one affeéing fu-
pentority over you ; or in fewer words, liker that of a maf-
ter than a {riend. For, however inclinable I may be to al.

fume the former of thefe charalers, 1 am fenfible I diflike
the
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the appearances of it.  Befides, another confideration ferves
to cramp my {reedom. When oneis cenfured, he naturally
expelis that the cenfure fhould not only be juft, but alfo
appear to be {o, as founded on clear fats.  Now tn judge.
ing of your condudt, I lay under a great difadvantage, by
reafon of my diltance from you and your people.  The
quettion between us now 13 not, What is the faving truth ?
but how docs 1t appear that particular perions have received
the Jove of the truth ; or, that it has wrought efteétually
in them ? Again, in thinking of you I muit counfider vou
as a leader, and accordingly keep clofe m my view, what
{ort of people are led by you; more efpecially, who have
the greateflt joint-influence along with you n the leading of
the reft. From my general views of mankind, the common
effets of impure dolirine, and the fcanty informations I
have occafionally got, I have formed {fome notion of your
people as they ftood before the {eparation, but not o as T
could evince that notion before one difpofed to contradiét.
But if I am to ufe the freedom of a friend, T muft {peak
according to my general notions and leading impreffions,
{uch as they are; and if they are wrong, then my refiec-
tions muflt of courfe fall to the ground.

1. I confider the ftate of things whertin the rupture was

carried on among you, on a footing with the outer, cour,
which- Fohn was coramanded to leave out of his computa-
tion, as being altogether unfit to be meafured by the rule of
God’s word. I am at no lofs to fee that you have been
very il uled by the leaders mn the oppofition, And when
I take the place of a by-ftander on the {pot, or of one ufed
to the methods of proceedure 1n fuch diffenting congrega-
tions as your’s; I am difpofed to confider your conduct as
amtable, equitable, and condefcending in the midit of great
provocations, fo that as a man, or according to human
maxims, [ am difpofed to refpett you, and tenderly fym-
phathize with you in the fcene of trouble and difquict you
have gone through. But,

2. When 1 take my ftation with Paul, or the fons of
his dotrine, I find myfelf touched with resret, at your

fuffering fo much to fo little purpofe j for I cannot {ee how

you can gamn much as to the real comfort of love by your

feparation, now: that it has taken place. I allow that in
the
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the eyes of your neighbouring diflenters, you have acquit-
~ ted yourlelf as honourably as the nature of the cafe would
adimt.  But the great tault 1 hnd with your conduét lies
here, that, n that very light wherein it {feems bett fitted to
draw their regard, or clcape their cenfure, it appearsto me
moft unfuitable to the {pirit of Paul’s do&rine.  The con-
trover{ly has not been {o carried on as to intimate an evident
token of perdition to the oppelers, and of falvation to the
friends of the truth contended for.  Now it will always be
found, that {o far as the divine difpleafure againtt the op-
pofers of the truth is diffcmbled through modefty, fear, cr
-whatever pri:ciple ; £o far muft the jov of 115 profefied friencs
be damped, and thew comfort ot love among themf{clves
weakened,  Among yod, truth and error have been fct
npon a pretty equal footing, or as you exprefs it to Mr.
T. U; you have left yoar condudt to be confidered much
upon the fame footing as if yon had turned Arminian.  So
that the by-ftander 1s not ftrock as he ought to be with the
divine majelty of the potat n difpute; but hisattention isra-
ther drawn to confider the good or 1l condudt of the diffe-
rent fides, ma good meafure abftraltly from the difputed
pomt. How would you anfwer to Pau/y not to fay his
Lord, for being tender of your own reputation, at the rate
of abating that confidence about the truth, which becomee

a hearty lover of it 2 Fer my part, I could have lightly
pafled over many miftakes m your condudt, if T had feen
the truth maintaiied with that confidence ard {pirit, which
the occalion called for, |

3. I need not here repeat what I have faid in the printed
correfpondence and my fubfequent letter to you, about the
ancient manner of contending for the faith, I only make
this general referencé to remind you of my fentiments on
that head. But it is enough if you keep in mind what
Peter fays, «If any man {peak lct him fpeak as the oracles
“of Gud.” Therefore he who fp:aks for God ought not
to hold the word of faith as a problematical point ; as to
which it may be aliowed that men may appear in the oppo-
fition with fincerity, a. in the main candid lovers of truth.
For if a man 1s confident that he {peaks for God, he muft

be confident at the fame time, that Irowever the oppofition
be managed, the devil is at the head of it.  Now in remark-

ing
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g on ynur condut, I need not go further back than that
pmmd where ( Narrative p. § )} you began to difcern the
greatelt part of my cenfuce: Junlde that 1s about Augz. or
Sefte 758, when two lcading macbers, who had tll now
encouraged you in cleaving to the trath as you now uader-
ftand.it, b ran to fhew thewn{elves nduftyious and fancuine
1n the oppuhtum. Upon thlb, after taking notice n.f the
great candour and decency of one who never app;mud VI
¢ anze of fentiment, you proceed to fay, ¢ I now pr ocecded
¢ taking all pains n preachiag this doctiine, with a view to
“obviate the ehjecticns brought agaml at, {tll avoidiug all
“refletion and evea the aw of controver{ly m public, But
“notwithftanding all my care aad lenity, &c.”

4. Here 1s fairly exprefled the principle of all that ap.
pears to me blameable in your conduét 3 and to this {ource
I afcribe what ftill appears to me matter of regret m your
prefent fituation.  As before the above mentioned peviod
you was an avowed objector to the proper fpiiit which (I
think ) appeared 1n the ancient contedtion for the faith 5 it
was the lefs wonder to find heart enemies to the Golpel dif-
poled to promote your clearer views of 1t for they faw you
zealons m averting the natural confequences, or keeping
out of fight the dreadful alpe@ which the faving truth bears
to all who oppofe, or recetve not the love of 1t “and accord-
ingly evading the odiuin which always attends LhL true pro-
feflion of 1t.  *T'is true, one of them early fmnclt the confe-
quences, and was accordingly {o candid as all alovy to fhew
his difapprobation of your change. At length, two of
thofe who had gone along with you, if not before yeu, be-
gan to confider what they were about, and [melt the con
fequences too 3 and accordingly foon became as zealous n
the oppofition, as they were formerly in carrying you for-
ward.  Now you began to dijcern the greateft part of my
cenfures juftified ; that is, I muft fuppofe, you began to
{ee them fuitable to the doCtrine and {pirit of Paul, But
what effe&t had this new leffon which you learned from
Paul, enforced by your own experience 2 Did it teach you
to become more confident in the faith, in nothing terined
by your adverfarics? No. Inftead of this, while your ad-
verfaries were waxing more confident, advancing and gain-

g ground, you was ftudying how far you could rrtu,ag
wit
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with fafety, or wichout plainly giving up the truth you had
pmfcﬂ'c:d. Y ou continued c_areful to preach with fucl{ la.
nity as to avoud even the air of controverfy, Thus it 1s
manifeft you retreated fo as to fall obvioufly fhort of the
growing conviétion of your own mind, helped forward by
cxpertence.  Your adverfaries, who faw further into the
matter than you did, or than you had courage to exprefs,
dffembling their fenfe of the awful confequences that fe-
cretly galled them, proceeded in the warmth of their zeal
for holinels and fears of Antimomuamim, to retale a parcel
of lymg ftorics to blacken you, like their fathers, who fill
averred, * For a good work we fionzthee not.” Whata
noble ficld was here opened for a fon of Pauls dotrine to
lhew that he was not athamed of fuchafather? Lvery thing
ferved to antmate you to the combat; but alas! you difliked
even the air of controverfy.,  And for what reafon ? None
that T can {ce, but that you might make as decent a fizure
as polhble with Paul’s Gofpel in your hands, i the eyes
of your diffenting brethren, and conciliate favour to your-
lelt among thofe who loved not that Gofpel. I am per-
luaded the 1eore you enter into Paul’s fpirit, the more rea-
fon will you find to refle@ with fhame on your neglecting
lo noble an opportunity of fhewing yourfelf a true fon of
his doétrine.  *Tis difficult tn fet this manner in a propes
heht, without ufing the farcattic ftile.  Psul, in his firlt
epiftle to the Cormthians, ch. iv. when he does not charge .
them with overthrowing the truth of the Gefpel, but ob-
ferves their difpofition to embellith it, to glory in their pfts,
and make a more wife, creditable, and lefs obnoxious ap-
pearance with the Gofpel than he did, addreffes them 1n
this manner 5 « We are fools for Chrift’s fake, but ye are
“wife n Chrift, &c.”” And after he has finithed his far-
caltic ftrain, he altectionately declares his ferious defign 1
It “] write not thefe things to thame you, but as my
“beloved fons I warn yous for though ye have ten
§ ’ . . :

thoufand inftruors in Chrift, yet have ye not many fa-
“thers, &c.”  Here I may likewife remind vou of what
the fame apoftle fays to Timothy, when exhorting’ him to
kindle up the gift he had received.  “ Tor (fays he) God
: hath not given us the fp_irit of fear, but of puwer and of -

love, and ofa found mind.”” Under the fourit ¢t fear

1, We
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we may well include all that reverence for the opinion of
men, which {o readily furprizes us into fhame, damps our
confidence about the Gofpel, and tempts us to {fmooth its
frowning afpc@ againit their ungodlinefs and felf-righteous
pride, and accordingly to fhun the crofs.  For he immedi-
ately adds, ¢ Be not thou therefore athamed of the tefti
‘““inony of our Lord, norof me his prifoner ; but be thou
¢ partaker of the affliGtions of the Gelpel according to the
“ power of God.” And what he here fays to Timothy a-
bout the difference between the fpirit of fear, and that of
power and love, well coincides with the contraft he ftates ta
the Corinthians, between the {pinit of the world, and the
{birit that 1s of God.

5. Iam far from {aying you was not carried forward in
your late conflict by a convi@tion of the truth of the Gof-
pel. I {fce that convittion plainly ¢nough operating all
along @ butat the fame time I {ee no lefs plainly the {pirit
of the world counteradting the operations of that conviltion,
and defeating its genuine effet. Yea, worldly maxims appear
to have taken fuch hold of your mind, as to enter into your
very confcience, and take the place due only te God’s tear.
I fhall here take notice of a remaikable mftance, which I
would fam hope fhould carry conviftion along with .
When you was greatly tempted (Narrat. p.62.) to be ac-
ceflary to what yourfelf counted a dreadiul prophanation of
the {acred ordinance of the fupper, you refifted the temp-
tation with a great hurry and difcompofure 1 your fpirit ;
for which, you fay, you heartily repent, quot'ng as the
cround of your repentance the words of Fames, ¢ The
“ wrath of man worketh net the nghteoufnefs of God.”
How foreign this ufe of Fames” words to his fenfe! In the
place referred to, the Apoftle is evidently {peaking of that
wrath of man, which works in the way of repining againit
Ged, when we.are tempted, or when we are found guilty,

that Jeads us, inflead of foberly admitting convicticn, to
fret at the circumftances wherein God placed us; ma word,
that wrath which 1s exprefly oppofed tg meckly receiviqg
the ingrafted word which is able to {ave our fouls. Wil
any attentive reader of the Scriptures infer from thus: that,
on pioper occafions, a man may not thew the tokens of his

atipicaiure -as frecly and fervently as thofe of complaccn%e
an
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and delight?  Or, that a man may not be as much under the
influence of the {pirit of God in the one cafe asin the other !
Daes not divine charity reverence and mmitate the wrath,
in equal proportion as it does the complacence of God ? Is
not the paflionate altion of Phineas recorded as lughly a-
grecable to God ; becanfe, faith God, he was zealons tor
ny fake, or to retamn the Hebraifm, he jealoufedamy jealouly ?
Docs ot Paul, when about to addrefs the Cormthians with
the moft fevere Tarcaftic and indignant Janguage, declare
that he was moved thereto by the jealoufy of God ? And
is not jealouly fard to be the rage of a man? Morcover, 15
not the diviue jealoufly reprefented as burning like five, and
fmoking againit its objects ! If a man, whom you had ¢n-
tertained in your houfe ‘as a {riend, fhould be rude to your
wife in your prefence, would not your blood bail with 1n-
dignation at the infult, if the foul of a man remamed with-
in you ! Will you then fay, it is afin for a man to be heated
with indignation againft thofe, who would tempt him to a
dreadful prophanation of what he holds moft facred ? Were
I to feek for a fault in this cafe, T would fufpeét it to lye
here ; to wit, in fo far as the hurry you {peak of might -
timate a want of confidence to avow your relentment with
freedom. And this may natorally enough be fufpected, as
you would foon be confcious you was finning againft one
of the rules of holinefs eftablifhed among Pharifces and hypo-
crites. T put things of a fort together; I oblerve you
fay in another place, * I tully intended to have entertamned
“{ome debate, fo long as it could be done withont warm-
“ing each other’s paflions.”  But pray tell me, if you are
poflefled of any paffions at all, when could they be warmed
to better purpofe, or on a nobler occafion ? Thus you may
fee how men may have their confeiences {o vitiated by {uch
rules, asto call good cvil and evil good.—DBut hurried as
your refentment was in the forementioned cafe, I ftill think
it louks as like charity or a proper regard to facred things,
as any part of your conduct in the matter.  Yet [ owa the
li}{enefs would have been ftill fairer, 1if it had been quite
difconne@ted from the other points of contention between
the parties, of a nature foreizn to the concerns of charity,
We may next confider how you came to be inveigled with

thefe,
L 2 ) I
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6. T (hall now then review your fituation by commnnw
it with what T think would have been the natural ¢l of
vour contending for the faith according to the example and
ipirit of Paul,

I confider your fociety to have been 1n gc.nual avesy felf.
nghteous and carthly-minded fet of people, when Feul’s
dotirire came among them by furprize and burlt like a
bomb 1 the midit of them, T houg‘h vou could not but b
fcnfible, 12 gocd meafure, of the temper and {pirit with
which Panl maintained his doliine againdt a’l opponents
lowever cthenwife refpedlable, vet vou doubted, if it be.
carce uninfpired men to copy after him in his freedom of
{peech. But had vou entered mto Paul’s temper m con-
tending for the faith according to the {pirit of Power anld
love, you might, perhaps, have got a few, moft probably
of the pooreft and lealt efteemed, who, bemg moved with
the fear of evils not feen as yet, might have chearfully gone

along with you 1n hearing Chiils voice, and obferving ail
things he commanded hh Apoitles to teach his difciples:
but I ﬂrong]y Lrufumc you would never have had any chance
for gaining a majonity i fuch a fociety.  In thiscafert
would haxe belonged to you and your few fitends, to have
withdrawn or feparated }'ou:'f;:!vcs from the refl 3 and Low-
cver little a figure you weuld have made, yct the trath
would have fhore {orth with eminent {plendor; 1t wonld
have appeared 1n its proper majefty to the comfort of frieids
and the terror of foes,  Dut your condnt did not ferve to
divide your people fimply by love or diflike to the truth,
but rather to conciliate favour and efteem to yourielf, by
hiding the obnoxious afpeét of the truth. Thus there 13
room to fear that many of thofe who cleaved to you, were
rather friends to NMr. Pile than to the Goipel; rather
friends to thewr gentle benign paftor, who was fond to obs
lige and lnath to offend any one, than to the Gofpel, which

reathed only damnation to all who did not healtﬂy fove and
obey it.  While I fay this, I am far frem flrengtheung
the plea of your oppouents: they have evidently no rlght
to-urge this refleétion againft you ; for it1s maniflt that i
you had entered more into Paul’s {pirit, you would have

been fo much more obnoxious to them, and awakened thet

indigration (o a greater height againft you.—The A poitle:
nes
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nn; only preached {fulvation throngh Chiid, butthey bolily
declared 1n the face of the Jewifh Rulers, ¢ Neitheristhers
““falvation in any other.” Cull to mind Paul’s vepeated
anathema againﬁ the Judaizers ; then refleét Rpon your 6in
condu@. In your addrefs, Auz. 6, 17¢9, having {et fo-th,
{o far as you go, a jufl view of the Gofpel, you proceed to
fay, ¢ You may fee by what 1 have {aid, that 1 cannct but
“lay a molt important ftrefs upon this vew ol the divine
“yevelation of free and perfedt orace in Chriily as the only
“ immedtate ground of hope, comfort, and obedience,”
Then you immediately add, * Bat in doing this, I donot
“{ct about to judge or condemn thofe as deftitute of divine
‘““crace and truth, who appear to be otherwife minded.”
And you are fond to take hold ¢f the cavils of your adver-
favies, as giving you reafon to charge them as making the
ditference to be fundamentul, and to clear yourfelt of fuch
an obnoxious charge.  Again, near three months after, re.
minding your people, haw on Auz. 6, you had opencd
your whole mind and heart to them, vou proceed thus:
“l did 1t then with the greateft freedom and opznndds I
“was capable of ; at the fame time exprefling my refoln.
“ tion, nnder the teachings of the word and fpirit of God,
“to abide by that view of the Gofpel I then reprefented to
“you, as ot the greatell importance to my own and your
“true fupport, confolation, and fatisfaltion.”  And why
not of fuch mmportance as that neither you, vour friends,
nor any other could have true fupport, &e., without it? De-
7 afraid the diffatisfied would intrude Upon your Comniy.
non, you fay, “ Our minds were greatly perplexed, ayv;
“not as 1t we looked upon thofe diffatisfied members as no
“real Chriftians : we had nothing to do to judge their
“flate or thetr hearts, but only to corfider what was our
“real duty,” Again, giving realons why, 1f voubad baen
ouly a private member, you would have abfeatzd from the
table as fome of -yonr friends did, you fay, My re.fire
“are thefe : Not, as 1 faid before, to mtimate as 15 I hesm
ey called in queflion the flate of their fouls befor: Ged,
“who had fhewn fuch a diffatisfaétion, but becanle, &7,

s Lo

Here vou proceed to talk of the neceflity of uiiion 1aa view
abltratted from the centre of Chrilian union, thongh it wes
manifelt that centre was the very fource of the diflaisf &ion.

L3 Ajann
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Again, you proceed thus; “ Here you muft remember, that
“the difference between us profefledly relates to a point of
“ the utmoft confequence. Now whether this difference be
““ realy or whether it be only in awords, as I would hope it
“1s, yet ftill it is apparently to {uch a length, as to make
“ the diffatishied perfons to be almoft totally abfent from
“ the preaching to the church, asunprofitable to them and
‘“ erroneous 1n their efteem. ’Tis a difference—that arifes
“from the very nature and fubftance of thie doctrine

¢ preached.® 1hd not you {weat when you firlt fnid or
wrote this paragraph *—DBut my letter 1s fwelling ; I mult
be brief now.—When your friends come to cleave to you,
in feparation from the diffatisfied, they fay and fubferibe,
“ We cordially approve of and are edified by the doétrine
“of Chnft, which he [our paftor] has, more efpecially of
“late, preached amongft us.” Thus your friends and focs
are ranked as fuch, not upun a dire& reference to the Gof-
pel as exhibited by Chriit and his Apoftles, but as exhibited
through the medium of their paftor’s preaching ; and the
formal bond of union among your friends is the mimitry or
their paftor. Now I can eafily conceive how many of your
people might take a fide with the Golpel, as preached by
their paftor, who might yet diflike it much as preached by
Paul: and 1t does not appear from your Narrative, that
you ‘have been very jealons for the honour of Chuift i dil-
tinguithing upon this point ; it would rather appear that it
required glaring falls, in the way of oppofition to yourlclt,
to make you fenfible of the oppofit:on of men’s hearts to
the grace of Chrift, and after all you appearoath to fpeak
out what glaring faéts mult compel you to think.

7. Thereis yet one thing that deferves particular notice.
You find it neceflary to obviate an apprehenfion of your bes
ing till of late an unconverted perfon, I lus apprehention, it
would feem was either fugaelted or expected from your op-
ponents, and thought likely to weaken the minds of your
friends. What a noble opportunity prefented itfelf here tor
vou'to oppofe and trample upon the {elf-righteous prde of
converfon, which 1s of fo extenfive influence among pro-
feffors! Or, had you yet tolearn that a felf-applauding pre-
{fumption of converfion, was a leading charadterdiic of a
raodars Pharilee? Or, could you be 1gunerant, that your

peopl:
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people were, in general, tamted with that pharifaical leaven?
Aund would not a hearty lover of the truth be afhamed, fo
much as to lay any claim to converfion among people tainted
‘with that leaven? Would he not chofe rather to takehis
rank with publicans and harlots, or, like Pan/, with the
chiet of finners, and glory only 1 the faving truth, as it
fpcaks peace to them that are afar off, and accordingly
pour contempt on all the conceited notions of converfion
prevalent among profeflors? A&ing thus, he would bear

a ftrong unprefilon upon my mind, that, whatever he was
before, he was converted now. 1 fay again, what a noble
opportunity had you of fhewing with Paul, that what
things were gain to you, you counted lofs for Chrift ? But
you was loath to rifque the credit of your converfion, and
therefore you would give your own opinion In its favour.
But how do you fupport its credit ! Why, you refer to
an old illumination about the frecdom of grace, when you
was in the near views of death. Isit thus, think you, that
the credit of our converfion 1s to be fupported, either in
our own minds or to the convi@tion of others? But I for-
bear to urge this point any further.

8. I might yet proceed to fay many things to the {fame
iffue with the foregoing remarks, and which friendfhip
would diftate, but know rot when I fhould have done, 1t
[ thould ftay to illuiftrate them all. = Had I not thought
you had got fome talte of the difference between the things
of God and thofe of men, T would have thought it trifling
to have faid half {fo much as I have done,  Perhaps you may
think, 1t was not at once but by degrees that the churches
with us attained to their prefent views of the chrftian faith
and order, thereforc we cuzht to remark on your conduét
with greater lenity than we do.  Dut it is proper for you
to know, that what progrefs they have made has been at-
tended with much conviction of worldly-mindedneds and.
hypocrify in thofe who have coutinued, and with the lofs
of many friends who had remained in refped with us, if
God’s word had not interpoled, I am not fenfible of afing
you otherwife than according to the ufage that hos talion
place all along among ourfelves —Now, after all, T am far
from thisking that you are yet happily conneed with your
prefent friends, either as to the chriftian faith or ovder.

Have
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Have your pretenders to learning and wifdom yet feen the
beauty of that text, T will deftroy the wifdom of the wile,
“ and bring to nothing the underftanding of the prudent ”’
Or your rich men feen the beauty of that, ¢ Let the rich
¢ (brother) rejoice in that he is made low 5 becaufe as the
“ flower of the grafs he fhall pafs away ¢ I would think 1t

needlefs to be particular with you about the chrithian order,
unlefs 1 faw you conneéted with friends difpofed to hear
Chriftés vorce. _

So much from him who would have great pleafure mn be-
ing able, with full freedom and confidence, to {ubfenbe
bhim{elf your affe&ionate friend for the truth’s fake,

ROBERT SANDEMAN.
Edinburgh, Sept. 27, 1760,

LETTER XIIL

Camuel Pike 70 Robert Sandeman.

Dear Sir,

Think it my duty to thank you for the cordial friend-

fhip and faithfulnefs which run through your letter to
me, dated September 7th.

I read it ikewife before the brethren of our church, who
all took 1t 1n grood part, although we could not but be con-
{cious, that you were mutaken in fome of your leading 1m-

preflions and general notions, by veafon of your diftance
~from us. I might here fet about to fpecily the particulars
diftinétly, wherem you have mifunderftood the ftrain and
tendency of our conduct; but you will eafily fee them by
what follows, wherein [ thall lay open {fome things which it
{feems you are not fufficiently aware of.  Curiofty led me
above two years ago to borrow your Letters on Theron of
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2 friecnd who had rcad them 5 by following whofe advice it
{0 fell out, that 1 read over the firlt letter laft 5 when, after
I had read all the reft, my attention was p'lrtlcul:nl) ftruck
by what I found; p. 11, 12. whercupon 1 reafoned thus,
[am firmly perfuaded that Chift has dene and finifhed all
that the mot difquieted conleience can require m order to
peace with Ged hut, m order tnremove the uncafinefs of
a guilty confeience, 1s there no occalion {or any other quel-
tion to be afked than this, Vvhether 1t be true cr no ? Does
it follow that 1f a perfon finds this to be true, he is happy?
[ have been long perfuaded of this and preached it accord-
ingly, and yet 1 am far from being eafy or happy as to my
flate God-ward: Surely I mult know fomething more than
this to quiet my confcience ; I mult know my own parti-
cular intereft, which mult be proved by fuitable and {uffi-
cient evidence, e’er confeience can be pacihed or fohid peace
enjo"ed by the blood and work of Chrift.  T'he following
words in that paragraph then accofted my mind, wherein
you {ay ¢¢ If we flight the comfort arifing from the bare per-
 fuation of this, it mult be ow ing at bottom to our flighting
“this bare truth, to our {lighting the bare work of Chniit,
““and our confidering 1t as too narrow a foundation whereon
“to reft the whele weight of our acceptance with God 2
What, thought I, can any {olid corcfert arife to the mind
from tlns mere truth ? if fo, then I have been flighting it
all along ; whereupon I prefently found, that I had been
conﬁdermn the mere work of Chnft, as ftanding forth
11 the Gr)fncl, as too NAIYow a fOUﬂdlII{)ll for hope and
neace God ward.  Thi thought was drredtly proved and
confirmed to my mind by many texts of {cripture ; as that
w particular, Jfaiah xxvii, 16, ¢ Behold I lay i Zion a
“fure foundation, and he that believeth thereon fhall not
“make haltc.”” This at once convinced, {hamed, and re-
joicedme. ] then immediately {et forward, preaching with
plealure the wll-fufficiency of Chrilt’s work as it ftands open
end free in the word to gwc peace God-ward. Berng much
enlivened and en couraged in my foul, by this blefled tefti-
mont, I proczeded 1n procl'ummrr the unfcarchable riches
of Chnl ; not doubting 1 my mmd but thefe glad tidings
weuld be peculiarly auccptable and dehghtful to others ag
to myfelf; and having a very favourable opinion of 4/ my
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people, I thought the preaching in this ftrain would prove
exccedingly delightful and ufcful amongft them, and be the
happy means, in the lianas of the Bpirit, for removing thofe
complaints, doubts, and fcruples, that I knew were in the
minds of many, as betore in my own. It anfwered my ex-
peCation to a great degree tor a confiderable time 5 which
confirmed and eftablithed that good opmion I had enter-
tained concerning my people, Not doubting but they all
had the root of the matter, I was chiefly {cllicitous ard de-
firous to be mitrumental in difpelling thofe clouds, which
had 1n a meafure mnterpofed between their minds and the
glorious light of the Gofpel; and by a continual prefenta-
tion of the proper freedom of grace, I was in hopes of being
more and more a helper of their joy.  Accordingly, when
any objections began to he occafionally ftarted, I confidered
them as mere miftakes and mifapprehenfions of my meaning ;
being averfe to the lalt degree from thinking otherwife con-
cerning any of them, than that they knew the true grace
of God. Knowing and finding that this frece Gofpel was

the oniy hope for a finner, and the only hope of a believer,
- I could not bear to think that any of them were really def-
~titute of this true hope, or were building upon any falfe
‘bottem. This perfuafion in their favour I was determincd
to maintain as long as I could ; which induced me to pro-
ceed 1n the way I have done, not a tendernefs for my own
reputrtion, nor want of confidence about the truth, 1
now faw that, according to feripture, an oppofition here-
to was an cvident token of perdition 5 and accordingly de-
clared, m the moft confident and peremptory manner, that
this was the only true folid hope, and that every other was
delulive and dangerous 3 but flill thought and loped that
as to particular perfons, their oppofition to me and my ftrain
of preaching, did not arife from any oppofition to the truth
but from fome miflakes about my meaning. This likewiie
was what mdnced me to avoid all refleCtion and the am of
controverfy in pubhc, hoping and withing to find, notwith-
ftanding all the objeftions rafed, that there might be a
real agreement at bottom,

Proceeding thus, I found by degrees the greateft part
of ycur cenfures juttified, 7. e. I found them verified beyond
my expeltation, and to my great furprize, {carcely believes

Ing



(7119 )

ing what T faw and heard, {till hoping the oppofition might
arife from fore mutual miftake.  This animated me to be
till, if poflible, move plain, full, and explicit, and to chufe
out fuch phrales as might meff ditin&ly difcover my real
meaning. [ never, as 1 can recollelt, aimed to embellifh
the Golpel; for, indeed, this I knew myfelf incapable of,
even in the cernal finfe of the word; but only to ufe fuch
language as my hearers may be fuppofed befl to underftand;
many times adopting the uiual phrafcs m order to fhew 1n
what fenfe they may be fafely undiritood, and i what fan-
fes they conveyed ideas contrary to the truth.  Upon the
whole, wherein foever it may appear that I was encumbered,
retarded, or deterred i declaring the Golpel, it arofe not
from a concern about the opimon others may form of me,
but from the fayourable {untiment 1 was ftill defirous to en.
tertain concerniny them.  ‘This you may evidently perceive
was the real cafe, by the ttramn cf thole fentencesin my two
addrefles to the clurch, which you have quoted and re-
marked upon; aud I am now perfuaded that the introduce.
ing fuch faving clavfcs could anfwer no good end but rather
a bad one.  Had it been now to do over again, I fhould
have witheld any fuch intimations and {uppofitions in their
favour ; for I fee they are rather detrimental to the caufe
of truth, as they ferved to afford a pleafure and fupport to
their minds from my favourable opmion of them ; while I
was for acknowledging them to be godly, even at the time
they were oppofing that Gofpel, which alone could. make
them fuch in the believing it. I now fee that whatever
their flate might be in the ¢ye of God, which I'have nothing
to do with immediately, yet fuch conceflions tend only to
conciliate their favour by gratitying their pride ; whereas
the true Gofpel teaches a perfon to derive hope and pleafure
not from the good opinion he may have of himfelf, or which
others may have concerning him, but purely and direétly
from what he believes concerning Chrift and the freenefs of
his grace.

By reafon of the powerand prevalency of that charitable
opinion in my mind, you {ce that I was not at firft fuffici-
ently inftruéted to act with that refolution and upon that
plan which you fuggeft, though I now believe it would
have been juft and proper. I did not {ee far enough into
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the nature and ftrength and extent of the oppofition that
there is in the hearts of men to this Gofpel 5 and therefore
I now clteem 1t a great mercy in providence that I could
not at firft obtain an anfwer to the queftion  put to the
church ; for the decifion bemng poltponed, tbe ferment con.
tinued and increafed from that time forward, fo that a more
earnelt attention was raifed to the merits of the controverfy ;
and by the time the divifton was made, I have realon to
taink that the whole number with me perceived what they -
were about, and were made to prefer this view of the Gof-
pel to every other, finding it to be the true grace of God
whereln we fland, O may the Lord enlighten us all morc
and more, that we may farther diftinguifh the thmgs that
differ, and difcover to us more of the finfulnefs, decut, and
danger of that propenfity thereis i us'all to forfake the
fountatn of living waters, .

Had the hurry and difcompofure of {pirit, which was in
me at that extraordinary {eafon, been of the nature wihich
vou have defcribed, I fhould have {een uno reafon to repent
otit: 4. e. had it confilted in exprefling moft freely and fer-
vently a difpleafure againft and a deteftation of fuch a hor-
rid profanation : neither, indeed, was I fparing in this ref-
pecty, 1 all converfation 'amongft ourlelves, or with them
upon 1t.  Baut alas! I was fo overpowered as to lofe the
command of my own temper, thoughts, and words for a
few mimutes.

Your remarks upon my condult when I delivered out
the free grace to the cliurch are very proper and juft in
them{clves ; and would have been fvillly applicable to me,
had the defign of that peice of condut been to fupport the
credit of my own converfion in the fight of others. My
principal aim was to exprefs the ftrong fenfe I had of the
great mportance of this truth m a dying hour, and to be
a means of ftriking theiv minds with the fame.  When this
refleCtion has been occafionally caflt in my teeth, that my
doctrine {uppofes I had never been converted till of late,
my ufual anfwer has been, that my hope was not raifed or
fupported by an anfwer to that queftion, how long I had
been converted, nor by any refleGtion I made upon patt
experiences ; nor by any oninion I framed in favour of my-

{elt, but purely by the Gofpel of free grace. A
:
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As to the two clofe pertinent queftions you put towards
the conclufion of your letter, I fhallonly fay, that we have
fo learned Chrift as to anfwer them in the afhirmative.

You own i at it was by degrees the churches among you
have attained to their prefent view of the chriftian faith
and order : and I know no better way for us to1mprove n
both, than the method you have taken. O may a{pirit of
rrue faithfulnefs and godly jealouly prevail and increafe a-
mong us, that we may be made to fee farther and farther-
into the mylteries of the kingdom of heaven.

We are now joined together purely upon the footing of
the iruth, and receive none amongilt us but fuch as give evi-
dent proof of their difcerning the difference between this

siew of the Gofpel and every other; and of their being of
the truth in faith and practice. Our term of communion
then 1s the truth, the love of 1t, and an apparent readimefs to
obey it. To exprefs and promote our mutual love for the
truth’s fake, we communicate in the Lord’s fupper almoft
every Lord’s day. We propoie to go on hand 1n hand
fearching the divine ovacles, and converfling with cach other
wpon its do&rines and pradtical contents; and therefore
our Church-megtings on the week-day, are fpent in free
converfation upon {piritual fubjects, each brother bemg
called wpon and defired to fpcak his mind without referve:
and you know we can proceed no farther nor fafter than
evidence arifes to our minds ; hoping that the fpirit of truth
will lead us on ftep by ftep ; being perfuaded that the truth
we profefs will make us readily comply with whatever we
may find the Lord requires, (without regarding the tradi-
Eiﬂns of men or rudiments of the world) fo far as it has an
influence upon our minds by the pint.

'Tllus I have given you a true copy of the flate of things
with us: and as I dare not aét to concihate favour with
thofe who oppofe the truth, fo I do not write in this {train
to conciliate favour with you. At which I am certain you
cannot be difpleafed, if you remember that nothing but a
direét regard to the inftruétions and injunctions of the word,
ought to be the rule and reafon of our conduét. If you
and we are not brought into union upon ¢his fosting, ’tis no
great matter whether ever we are united or no : neither can
there ever be any full agreement between vs, unlefs by the
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force of {eripture evidence, we fhould be brought to fec the
propriety of all the terins of communion fettled among you s
or you {hould he brought by the fame evidence to give up
the necefily of them. DBut till this come to pals on the one
fide or the other, fo that we can carry on fellowfhip upon
equal terms, we can only regard you for the fake of that
moft preclous important truth which we both hold ; pray-
ingr, that 1f it were the will of the Lord, «// thofe who have
oune hope of divine calling, may be joned together in one
body and i one fpint. Tis certainly very defireable it
fhouid be {o ; but I {ee no profpelt of its ever coming to
pafs, but upon the footing of that leflon tanght us, Rom.
xiv, ¢ Him that 1s weak 1n the faith receive ye, butnot to
« doubtful difputations,”—1I apprehend, that the love ot
the truth, wherever it prevails, will be of fuch extenfive in-
jluence, that *twill either make them that behieve to be ex-
alllv of the famemind 3 or elfe, as Imay fay, will frvalloze
«p every little occafional difference that may arife mn circum-
tantial affaivs 3 and {o no breach upon bLrotherly love will
enfie on that account.—1I cannot but be perfuaded (from
the tenor and defign of that chapter) that one genuine -
Auence of the truth, is to make us bear With one another
ia leffor matters, rather than rend the body of Chnilt into
feveral divifions, by an over attachment to a frict untor-
mity. If perfons appearing to have a conciencious regard
to the laws of Chnift, fhall {all into fome different fentiments
about the meaning of particular texts of {eripture, not thro”
any difregard to Chrift’sauthority, ora regard to the tia-
ditions of men, but merely becaufe they conceive the words
of foripture m dierent fenles, about points that do not In
£1¢ leatt afied@ the foundation of hopes 1 fee no realon why
thefe may not love as brethren and appear to be one body
a1 Chutlt, |

TF then either fide fhould lay fuch an important fircfs
upen a crcumilantil, as to break the union of the church,
or vefufe admitting any to communion merely on that ac-
~vant, thefe difcover a want of brotherly love; and fhew
ian their hearts are fo attached to leffer matters, as to -
cover that they have, in fome degree, loft fight of the rlory
-1 ‘meportance of the fuving truth, even that truth which

: tie bond of union; and which, if properly regardc’]di
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would make every little difference to difappear, in compa-
rifon of the glory and value of that wheremn1s contained the

ground of hope and centre of love. Wiﬂling you all grace
and peace from Jefus Chufty I reft

Your’s, for the truth’s fake,

SAMULL PIKE.

P. S. Notwithftanding what 1s above urged upon the point
of Forbearance, I fhould be glad to know what you have
to offer from feripture, in favour of fuch particulars
wherein we differ from you in regard to gofpel-order and
pratice.

Pofticript of a Letter

From Robert Sandeman to a Friend.

AKE my complements to Mr, Pile for his courte-

ous letter of November 25, aund let him know, that,
by what I learn from his letters and otherwife, he appears
too much of a religious politician for me: fo that it {eems
needlefs to me to weary myfelf in writing or him in reading,
reafonings at length on the mind of the feripture 3 at leatt
til T have better reafon to think that the f{cripture is his
only rule, exclufive of other prudential confiderations.

Mr. Pike writes me, ¢ I fliould be glad to know what
““you have to ofter from feripture in favour of fuch particu-
“lars wherein we differ from *you in regard to gofpel-order
‘“ and prattice.” Foran{wer; I cannot welldo this unlefs
he fhall be pleafed to tell me the particulars wherein he dif-
fers from us and the reafons of his difference.  And in the
fiel place he might tell me, where he reads in the New-
Teftament of a church without a prefbytery, or having only

M > ons
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one elder. As to his reference to Rom. chap. 14, on the
point of forbearance, I think it might be of lervice to him,
to confider what Mr. Glas has wrote on that chapter agamft
Whitfeld’s catholic charity. It is evident, that in every
Chriftian church much forbearance muft be ufed; yet 1t 1s
no lefsevident, that a Church member may difcover fuch a
difpofition in his reafonings againft the leaft of Chnft’s

words, as may thew him unworthy of communion.

ROBERT SANDEMAN.

Mr, PIKE’s ADDRESS

TO

The Church in London, in connetion with the
independant Churches in Scot/and, wherem

Mr. SANDEMAN exerciied the ELpER's

QFFICE,

Dear I'riends, Dec. 22, 1765,

OU may eafily conceive, that there muft have been a

Jl.  great variety of thoughts working in my mind, pre-
vious to my appearing before you on this occajion. Indeed
I have been both drawn and driven hither, for I have, for
years paft, been perpetually attentive to your profefiion,
difcipline, and pradtice ; and now, at length, can truly fay;
that I cordially agree with you, (fo faras I know) both i
the faith and in the obedience of the Gofpel, whigh inducce

me to offer and defire fellowfhip with you, "
1.?
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My faith 1s briefly this. The rightecuinefs and atone-
ment of Chrift, as God-man, is the only immediate and pe;-
ctual ground of a finner’s hope, i the prefence of God,
he fufficiency of his facrifice to atone for fin, appears
“the infinite dignity of his perfon ; and the ewidence of its
being accepted, is, his refurretion from the dead. This
atonement, as related or held forth 1n the Gofpel-teftimony,
is the only ground of a finner’s hope, to the exclufion of
all duaties, frames, feelings, endeavours, and experiences, a3
in competition or connection with it ; yea, thefe things muft
not fo much as enter into the thought, to be any part of
our fupport or encouragement In the prefence of God, for
this would be an abomination to him.  Thus faith1s a doc-
trine according to podlinefs, and this grace of God 1n
Chrift proclaimed in the Gofpel, which bringeth falvation
to our ears, and which, when accompanied with the agency
of the blefled Spirit, brings it to the heart, teaches us to
deny all ungodhinefs and worldly lufts, and to Live {oberly,
righteoufly, and godly, in this prefent world. |
But, befides the duties of fobriety and morality, our
Lord has required feveral other things to be obferved by his
difciples.  As to thefe peculiar obfervances, I do now pro-
fels my agreement with you in general, and I might def-
cend to all the varioug particulars thereof : for mfitance, Sa-

lnting each other with a kifs of charity, Ilcok upon to be
a duty as exprefsly required in the New-Teftament, and as
frequently exhorted to, as perhaps any one fingle precept
in the whole Scripture. I look upon the eating of blood
to be a fin, becaufe it 1s folemnly forbidden in the edift,
Ad. xv. 20. which edi&t is declared Rev. il ~4, 75, to be
of perpetual obligation upon the difciples of Chrift unto his
fecond coming, Weckly communion in the Lord’s fupper,
and the fealt of charity, oughtto be obferved, as what was
doubtlefs the pradtice of the apoftolic churches, Thus T
mght proceed upon the other drticles, but muft at leaft men-
tion one more : I have been for a confiderable time con-
vinced, that there onght to he a plurality of Elders in a
Gofpel-church; in which refpe@, I muft confefs with fhame,
that I have been neghgent, and trnifled with my own con-

{cience. -
But that in your profeffion, which has been all along the
M 3 greateft
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greateft difficulty to me, and the greatefl ftumbling-bloci:
0 my way, hasbeen the dotrine of unanimity and non-fer.
bearance, I all along indeed faw, that an uninimity in
dotrine and duty, was very defirable in Gofpel-fellowfLip,
that it was in fome refpe&ts commanded and promifed, and
prayed for by our Lord. But could not believe, that it
was actually among you, orindeed really practicable ; and,
accordingly, looked upon the profeffion of 1t to be hvpo.
critical, and the exalting of it to be inflaving to the con-
fcience. This miftake has fo operated upon me, as to -
duce me to adt the part of an enemy towards you, for which
I am now greatly athamed. For I now plainly {ee, that
a real unton, not cnly in the ground of hope, and the deoc.
trineg annexed to it, but likewife m every article of prefent
fin and obedience, 1s both praGticable and neceflary.

I am now perfuaded that 1t 1s pra&ticable, and I hope
that it does attually exift among yon 5 pradticable I fay, but
not upon any other plan, than that of our being led to take
‘the Scripture, both in doftrine and obedience, fimply as it
hies, 1n fuch a literal {enfe as we muft.-apprehend a perfon
of ordinary capacity, or common {enfe, would underftand it.
The very admiflion of reafonings about what 15 plain i the
Word of God, tends to obflcure or fet afide the obvious
meaning, and is the-true occalion of running nto varions
divifions.—As to forbearance in Church-fellow{bip, I cons
ceive that we may and ought to forbear with each other in
regard to our different natwal tempers and capacitics, aud
the like, but cannot now fee how it can be lawfully ex-
tended to a forbearance, with the commiffion of what Chuift

forbids, or the omiffion of what he requires, as this would
be fuffering fin upon a brother. This do&rine of unani
mity and non-forbearance, has come with great weight up-
on my mind, time after time : And even, while I profuiled
and practifed the finful forbearance, my own COﬂfClCﬂ(:ﬂ
would often reprove e by {ume of the molt plaii and [imple
reafonings imaginable, {uch as thefe: If Chrilt forhids any
thing, muft we not think he would have 1t avoided ! {f 11:5
requires any thing, muft we not {uppole he would have 'L
punctually performed ! Have we any power or right to di-
peafe with any of the rules or laws of Chnft’skingdom ; of

can we {uppofe, that he fhould regnireany fuch forbearanct -
| &
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a3 {hould render his own requirememtsand exhortations ta-
valid or indifferent ?

But thefe plain diftates of confcience, Ihave often ftifled
and rebelled againft, mfluenced thereto by the fear of man,
.and the love of the world; bemng fenfible that the alting a-
greeable to them would be attended with many inconven-
encies in my conncétions.  For thefe things I do now
heartily condemn myfelf as a great finner, i the prefence
of God, and look upon them as the greateft of lins ; being
now convinced, that the ufual docirne and-practice of for-
bearance is both Antinomian and Antichritran, fince we are
aMured, that Chrift: will come m flaming fire, taking ven.
reance on them that know not God and obey not the Gof.
,, pel: I rather therefore chufe to call the dodirine of non.

forbearance, the doctrine of confcientioufnels in obedience,
and the fear of God.—Several things have of late confpired
to drive me from holding and chertfhing this falfe doctrine
of forbearance, particularly my finding there was no fuch
thing as {ettling the limits of it, or drawmng the line of par-
tition between what may, and what may not be torborne
in Chriftian-fellowfhip, fo as for any number ot perfons to
be agreed about thofe lumts ; and efpecially of late, when
I found that thofe with whom 1 have been conneéted, did
both argue and a&t upon the principle of non-forbearance
themfelves, with regard to the kifs of charity,  This lalk
circumftance, in confieCtion with former mifgiving doubts,
and felf-accufing thouglits arifing-in the mind, did, as I
may fav, clinch the ml, and made me fce, that I had been
all along acting from worldly {elith principles, in main-
taining  this falfe forbearance, mitead of atting irom
the fear of God. 'Thus have I been for gaining quiet to
/ my confcience from this doérine of falfe-forbearance, rather
than from the atoning blood of Chrifl ; which, while it dif
plays the infinite love-of God towards finers, does at the
fame time difcover his infinite hatred of fin.—No {ooner was
Ireleafed from thefe entanglements, but I found myfelf as
one emerged from the mire ; and hag to recollect paft cir-
cumftances, and to refleét upon myfelf for going on m {uch
a falfe way. The conviétion of this now ftrikes {v clofe up-
on my confcience, that I have nothing to fay, but, God be
- ~ 4 finner, and the only hope I have, 1s the

L . aflurance
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affurance that there is free forgivenefs with God, through
the complete atonement of our Lord Jefus Chrift ; and I
truft there 1s forgivenefs with this church of the iving God,
and hope you will forgive me though I have {poken and
done {o many things agaimft you, for which I am now

" athamed.

What I have had accefs to obferve among you within this
fortmght, has given me an idea of fuch faithiulnefls and
zeal for the honour of God, in conneltion with Chriftian
tendernels, as has convinced me that God 1samong you of
a truth; wherefore [ defire fellowfhip with you, and am
cheartully willing to be ranked with the meaneft brother of

the Church. ﬁ

SAMUEL PIKE.




