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TheSeeEcH of Mr. Fobn Glas 6ef6re

~ the Commiflion of the Generdl Af=.
fembly, Maych 1ith, 1730.

| i Judge it my Duty to lay before this
Commifhon fuch a State of my

Difference from this Nationale

church,, as may ferve to fhew how

far it may jultify the Treatment
I have met with upon it, and te

diarifett that Idiffer from this

Church no farther than the Word
of God as Iunderﬁand it, obliges me to differ.

And 1 am hopeful that what I now offer may ferve to

bring thls Procefs to a fpeedy Hlue, whlch ic the
Thing I “fincerely defire,

Whatlies now before the Commiffion to be canﬂ- |
dered’as the Matter of my Condemnation, may be
¢omppéhended under the three following Heads.

LM refufing to fubfcribe the Fofmula,-becaufe
I cannbt {ee the Govepnment of this Natmml-chl’.lrca
by Kirk-feflions, Preshyteries, provincial Synods, an

general Aflemblies, to be founded in the Word of
od

[T, My retufing to (ubleribe. fome Paffages in the
Confeffior: of Fmtb touching the Magiftrates Power,
sirce [acra, and [..lherty of Confcience, with fome
Propofitions relative thereto, maintain®d by’ me. -

III. My exercifing the mipitterial Office aftgr I was
torbidden upon thete Grounds,
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As to the fir/} of thefe, I refufe to fubferibe -the
Farmula, becaufe 1 cannot fee Precépt or Examplé in
Scriptire for the Gevernment of thisNational-church
by Rirk-feflions, Presbyteries, provincial and natio-
* nalSynods 3 and I do not imagine that theCommiflion
will afhrm there is fuch a Foundation in the Word
of God for the forefaid Government, And if it
fhould be my Opinion, that it requires Precent or
"Example in God's Word for fuch 2 Government, to
warrand me to declare, that it is founded in that
Word, or if [ fhould afhrm that Church Courts,
meeting 1n the Name of Chrifi, require as much
Warrant in the Word of God, as Church-officers,
a&ing in his Name ; I {ee not any Propofition in the
pubiick dtandards of the Church that condemns this,
nor can 1 conceive how it fhould he a Ground of
Cenfure, fince I have declar’d that I losk .upon this
as the beit national Eftablifhment, and that I'm very
far from defiring to fee it chang’d for another nati-
onal Churck-government.

And tho’ it be by me afhrm’d, that 2 Congrega-
tion, or Church of Jelus Chrift, with its'Presbytery,
is in its Dilcipline "fubje® to.no Jurifdilton under
fleaven; yet I never intendéd by this_f;f’den)' the

Subjeé&tion of a Parifh with its Kirk-fefin

Presbyteries, Synods and Aflemblies. For vl

tlagiftrate divides his Subje@s into Parcelfigih ke
taught by fo many Teachers,upon the Erfeiiitrage-
ment by him afforded.theNature of theThing requires,
that thefe Teachers flould be fubje@ ta the Over-
fight of fuch as, by the Law that affords them Main.
tenance, are appointed to overfee them, and to whom
that Law makes them accountable. But it willnot
be athrm’d by the Commiflion, that thefe Pariflies
and their Overfeers are of the fame Kind with the
firft Chriftian Churches or Congregations and their

Presé¥reries :aFor thele Congregaticns were gather-
- ed
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ed together only by the Gofpel ; and were Difciples
ot Chrift, voluntarily affociated for holding (piritual’
Communion together, and for the Obfervation of the
Laws of Chrift, and the Enjoyment ofthe {piritual
Privileges of his Kingdom, whi¢h is not of this
World, and they were governed by Presbyteries
freely chofen and maintain’d by themfelves. Now
feeing “tis evident thefc were qutre different Things
from Parifhesand Kirk-feffions, as 1 cannot think but
Parithes are defign’d urto better Ends, than to make
fuch Churches, as were from the Beginning, ulclefs,
and {et them afide ; fo I cannot perfwade my felfthatg
the Commiffion will judge it acenfurable Faul in
m: (0 hold, that, notwithttanding of the Order of
Parifhes, it is {till lawful for Minifters and Difciples
of Chriit to conform themlelves to the firft Chriftian
Churches with their Presbyteries, 1 Thef. ii. 13, 14e
>0 thatyunlels 1 be condemn’d for fayirys that Kirke
{ciions and Parifhes are not the fame Thing with the
frit Chriftian- Presbyteries and Congregations, the
only ¥hing that remains to be confider’d, as a Ground
for the dentence againft me upon this Head, ‘is, That .
[ afhirm thefe firft Churches were not {ubje®ed in
their Difcipline to any Jurildi®ion under Heaven.
But as the Confeffion and Formula {which reipe@s
Parifhes) does not precifely decide this Queftion,
nor contain any Propofition that exprefly contradils
this ; fo there is no Evidence appearing to me from
the Word of God, that thefe firit Churches were
{ubje@ to any Jurildi&ion under Heaven in their
Dilcipline, but much to the contrary. For,

1. Qur Lord lodges the Power of binding and
loofing ynder himfelfy in that Church with its Pres-
bytery, unto which the offended Brother tells his
Brather’s Trelpals, after he has neglected to hear hity
with the one or two more, and he promifes his Pre ..
fence with the Tmalleft Presbytery of fuch.a Churchin
ke Sxercife of that Dilcipline, and "that what thzy

* 0
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do in his Name on the Ea)r,th thall be ratified in
‘Heaven, Matth. gviil. 15,20 ° ~ sy

’ +*

When the Lord warrands'the {mallelt Preshytery of
fuch 2 Church to .exercife that Difcipline in the
Church, I cannot fee that he hereby allows any

- Niamber of Bifhops or Présbyters, gathered together
in any other Manner, to bind or loofe in his Name.
Neither can I fee, that his' dire&ing his Difciples
in the Church to carry ‘towards them that do not
hear the Church, as the Fews did .towards Heathen
Men and Publicars, can give any Ground to think
tkat he would by this have his Churches to be con-
ftituted after the Form of the Fewifh National-
church.  But if there had been any Reference in this
Place unto the Confitution ofthe Yewifp Church,
then I'coneeive that a congregational Chiurch with
its Presbytery, where the Worfhip and the Difs
cipline hold Pace together, is far more agreeable
to the . Confticution of that Church, which was
one worlhipping Congregation with its Presbytery,the
Sanhedrim, and where the Bounds for the Wor(Mip:and

" Govérnment were the fame, and not as in National
Churches now, where the Worfhip is comprehended 10
a Parifh, and the Government azd Difcipline extends
to thé whole Nation. And as there were Synagogues
in the Yew:/b Congregation; where the whole Wor-
fhip of the Church could not be perform’'d; fo there
may be Meetings belorging unto 2 Congregatjonal
Church, wherein fome Parts of Worfhip,’ and {ome
Things pertaining fo the Difcipline may be done. But
as the “ommiffion will oot allow of a Conformity to
the Few: /D Church in the Subordination of Chuch Of-

. &cers.{o as little can 1 feeany Reafon for a Conformity

- .t0 that Church in 2 Subordination of Church Courts;

.+~ andit will not be ey to prove, That theie two Sub-
“ordinations {hould not go together. :

“ 2. As our Lord has thus committed the whole
Pavier o Difcipline under himfelf to a Cnngregatii-
e - .t - _ ma
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gnal. Church with its Presby;lry, and left . it free *

from any other guril_'d_i&iqn, fo when the Apoftles
had ere@ed fuch Churches with their Presbyteries,
and were leaving them, they did not recommend.
them to the Care of any Superior Court or Synod,
but to the Lord on wham they believed, and to the
Word of bis Grace; and this even when they were
forewarning them of the Cafe ot falle Teachers,
grofs Errors, and Se@s, the very Cafe for which Sy-
nods have been, by the Wifdom of Man, judged ab-
folutely neceflary,Als xiv. 23. A&s xx. 17,28—32¢
The Apoftle dire&s unto Means to he ufed in this
Cafe, under the Lord, and calls the Presbytery to
take heed to themfelves and to all the Flock, - but
{peaks of no fuch Mean as a Superior Court over
{uch a Presbytery.

There weré Divilions and ‘many Evils prevailing,
and grofs Errors held in fome of the firft Churches,
as in the Church at Corznth,and fome of the Churches
in Afia 5 and thefe Churches are condemn’d for fuf-
fering {uch Things, and commanded to reform them.
felves, which they could not well do, if it belong'd

to their Superiors ; but there is no Infinuation of

their Subje&@ion in this Matter unto any fuperior
Court under Heaven, having Jurifdi&ion over them,
nor any Reference unto {fuch Jurifdi®ion.

3. The greatelt A&s of Church Government and
Difcipline,” and the moft important Decifions in Do-
&rine, that the New Teftament f{peaks of, were in
Congregational Churches, and in no other Courts 3
as may appear from the following Inftances.

1. Excommunication and Abfolution was in the
Rower of the Church at Corinth, 1 Cor. v. 2 Cor. ii.

And to any that will impartially confider, 1 Cor. xi.

18, 20.'and xiv. 23. it will evidently appear to
have been a Congregational ‘Church. The Apoftle
indeed [peaks of his delivering fome unto Satan,
1 Tigme 1, 20, but it 1s nAot thereby clear that he did

4 it
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it by himfelf alone, a(nd not‘)after the Manner poin)
ed aty 1 Cor. V. 4, 5. even as' it does not appea
from his Saying, The Gitt was given unto Timoth
by the putting on of his Hands, -2 Tim. i. 6. thy
this was not done¢ in the Presbytery of a Chureh, 4
we fee it was, 1 Tims iv. 14. The trying and judg.
ing of falfe Apoftles was a great Bufinefs, and this
wzs done by the Elders with the Flock at Epbefy;,
Rev. ii. 2. compare Afds xx. 28. and that whols
Flock did in the Days of Ignatius all partake of the
Lord’s Supper, ard pray together in one Place. -
2. The tirft Inftance of Ordination is in the
Chturch at Yerufalenms, when it was manifeftly but
one Congregation,. Aits i. and that Congregation
was very far from comprehending all the Difciples of
Chriit then on the Earths For it is clear f?mn 1
Crr. xv. 6. that the Lord after his Refurre&ion was
feen of above sco Brethren at once, of whom the
greater Part remain’d, when Paul wrote thar Epi.
itle ; but the Number of the Names together was
only about 12e, when Peter ftood. up among them,
and call’d them to proceed to the Qrdination of an
Apottle, in the Room of Fxdas, who was alfo, toge-
ther with the Eleven, to be chofen unto the Qver.
ficht of that Church, Afls i, 14, 13, 20, 26. For
tho’ th2 Apciiles had an immediate Commiilion to

et

be Witneiles ¢! ¢heV.ard’s Retfizrrection, as had alfo
Mattbzas by Loz, vt they boboved to be the Qver-
irers or Bifhop: of that Church by the Suffrages of
ine Chu:ck. Ard whatever Power they had to

Jipzt threugh the World, yet 1n Order
- fri adembled themveives with  the
Travoa, tiazt the Golpoy might proceed cut of a
©omaech o ever rs we [ee Pans tae gieat Apofile of
tiies almavhlza mimedt with the Church in

':IIS{I-:!:;J_ -

Azbiety, arad framy tpence went forth into the Gen-
"" N i “ % « 7 ~T™ e 4

e Woric o ‘wt! bie Commillion.  The Sepgrarion® |

5o Faslana Barsatas arto that =reat ‘Work, tdvhich

..
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the Holy Ghoft call’d them, aﬁ)d the fending of them
to it, was by the Presbytery of the Church in 4i-
tioch, A%s xiile 1, 2, 3. and it is manifeft from A3
s 28, 26. and xiv. 29, 26. and kv. 30. that this
Church was but one Congregagion. - The Ordinatie
on of Timothy was bythe layififon ot the Hands of*
the Presbytgry, (1L Tigs. iv. 14.) of fome one oroe’
ther of thefe Churcliés of which we read, 4&s xiv.’
27, compare Afts xvi. 1, 2, 3. and thele are ace’
knowledg’d to be Congregational ; yea the conftant
Signihcation of the Word Presbytery in thie Writings_
of the Ancients. is, for what I can learn, the Elder-
fhip of ene worfhipping Congregation. And if thefe
great Ordinations were tranfaited in' the Congrega-
tions of the Saints, we need not go elfe where to find
the Power of ordaining Bifhops or Elders, Ads xiv.
23. and Deacons, Afs vie

3 That great Decifion in Do&trine, even the J%y-
vaTd, the Decrees about the keeping of Mofes’s
Law by the Gentiles, Afs xv. was ordained by the
Apeities and Elders of the Church in Jer«falem, in
the Prefence and with the Confent of that whole
 Church, Afts xvi. 4. and xv. 26. and by none o-
‘ther . For, -
- 1+ Thefe Decrees were ordained by the Apoftles,
and thete Elders with the Brethren that were in Je-
rafalerm, before the Queftion and Difpute was rais’d
at Auticeh even that Company that {ays, We bave
beard, that certain which went out from wus have
trouzbled you with Words, ver. 23, 24 |

2. As there 15 no Evidence that there were Elders
ot Meffengers there from any other Church but An-
i12¢h 5 fo the Cempany that made the Decifion 1s e-
vidently diftinguithed from th: Meflengers of Anti
tehy Paw) and Barnabas ; fo that ’tis maifeit they
were nqt_g“'Mem'bcrs of that Court that made the De-

~,

cifion, >

i

. 22.~—~~—m. Then pleafed it the Apofles
with the whole Church, ta [cnk chefen
| . dMen

&%

’
M
. -
-“rﬂ
[ ] -‘_s



10 ) ,
Men of their omn C"”Pi’,’f to Antioch. Wit Paul g

Barnabas, &c. and it daes not appear thag qulm
Barnabas afed otherwife in that Mecting, but s
Meflengers.asking a2 Queftion in the Name of the
Church that fent them, and giving Information, yer.

12. : |

3? ;’ We are plainly told, the Decifion was made by
the Apoftles and Elders of Ferufalens, and that  they

decided this Queftion in the Prefence and with thy
Confent of the whole Church in Ferufalem, to which
they were Elders, Afés gvi. 4. and xv. 22. for by
the whole Church I can underftand nothing elfe, bus
the Body of the People, the Flock over which thefe
Elders were Overfeers, not a Church reprefentative,
as ’tis called, for that is Elders ; but this Churchis
diftinguifh’d from the Elders, and is no other but,
that Multitude, of which Fames, in the Prefence of
all the Elders, {pake to Paxl when he came upon ano-
ther Errand afterwards to Ferufalem, Aits xxi. I3,
19, 22, 25. ©his is the fame Thing that goes undet
the Defignatian of Brethren, Ch. Xv. 23. where l
the Members of the Churches of the Gentiles in 4%
ticch, Syria and Cilicia are the fame Way defign'd
and diftinguifh’d from the Brethren in Ferzfalem,
that confented to the Decifion, by their being of the
Gentiles. This Defignation appears to have been
from the Beginninz common to all Church-members,
Ads i 14, 15, 16, 1 Thefl. v. 12. for the Churches
confiited then of none other but fuch as were fit to
be thus defign’d, and the Apoftles reckon’d al
Church-members their Bretbren in Chrift.

There were very good Reafons for the making o
this Decifion in this Church, and for the fending of
this Queftion by the Church in Antioch to be deter-
mncd here. As, .

1. The faife Teachers ufed the Authority. “of the
Apoftles and Elders of this Church, fromgggwhence
shey came out againft Paul and Barnabas, g+, %

= bt
¥




r this to call the Apoftlethip of Paul in gyeftign,
d. reprefent. him unto the Churches where they
me, as differing from the Apofties. |
2. The Word of God came out (1 Cor. xiv. 36.)
ym this Church to Anfzoch and to all the World,

ir to Ferufulem, that there the/Gofpe! thould have
sBeginning. And it could pot but trouble and

rden’ the Church at Antioch and a!!' the ' Gentiles
iceedingly to think that this Church. fhould be fo
r offended with them, as not to accoynt them in 3
ate of Salvation, ver. 1, 24, 28.
3. The Apoltles were in this Church, and with the
lders of this Church, where they began thair Mi.
try, and f{ettled all Matters of Importance ; and
315 was an important Point to be fixed in this Church,
jhile they were in it ; therefore we fee the Church
t Antioch had a {pecial Eye to the Apoftles their
ing 1n the Presbytery of Ferufalem, when they fent
p this Queftion to be determin’d there, ver. 2,
Thus there is nothing like a Pattern for 'a Synod
fany Kind in the xv. Chapter of the A%s, but a
lain Pattern in the Churches at Ferufalem and An-
iich, the firlt of the Fews, and the firft of the Gen-
tes, for Congregational Churches with their Pref-
yteries, and tor the Sort of Perfons of' which thofe
hurches ought to be made up, and for 3 Presby-
ery’s doing Things not by number’d Votes, but by
igreement, and for the Canlent of the whole.Church
vhere they rule unto their Decifions, and for {uch
hurches cheir mutually helping one another, and
ul the Difciples of Chrift through the World, as thev
ave Qccafion 3 all which Is freely acknowledged
by me.
4 Tt igfot agreeable to the Nature of fuch Chri-
an Clthes as were from the Beginning, tlbar.
1 i M- thev

' . ., ‘ T , |
; 29, 26. and it was the Ufe of fuch Teéaghers af- -

d from hence they had their Church Order, and all’
¢ Ordinances of Clirift, Ads xi, for this was pecue

' 1"1-
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they fhould be fubjed to any Jurifdi&ion, but ¢y
of the Lord Chrift their Head, or that they f
nat depend- immediately upon himfelfe  For, |
*Tis neceflary unto that pure- Communion in By
therly-love, fpscially in the Lord’s Supper; whig
ought to be in them, that they have it wholly j
their Power under Chrift to bind and loofe ; g
their Communion in this Love cannot ftand wi
their being over-ruled in this Matter by: a Superiy
Court, loofing whom they judge Chrilt commanf
them to bind, and binding f{uch as they judge b
commands them to loofe and receive in his Napy
2dly, Neithzr 1s it confiftent with their free Choi
of their Overfeers and Teachersy, and their maj
taining of them at ctheir own Charges, as the Woy
of God directs, That the making up and diflolviy
ot the Relation betwixt them and any of thefe Over
icers, fhould not be in their Power ander Chri;
3dly. Every one of thele Church:s 1s a comple
Church, reprefenting and (hewing forch the Catholid
invifible Body ot Chrilt, 1 Cor. x. 16, 17. And il
Is not agresable unto this, that they fhould be fub
jeéted to on: another, or to any Jurildiftion bu
that of Chrift, who is the Head of the Catnolic
Body, whole Power is manifefted in their Difciplin
ard who is the alons Head of every one of them
wzlking in the mid{t of the Gold=n Candleltick
ard hoiding the Stars in his Right-hand, and in
whom every Church of the Saints is viftbly builded
tcgether, as the Catholick Church is invifibly, fu
ez Hebitatizn of Ged thro® the Spirity, Ephe 11, 2h
224 "

Lalily, Synods took their Rif= from that firft Step
of Dzizétion from the primitive Inftitution, i the

ietting or one Bithop in a Church- above the reftol
the {

]
W |

i

the Cresbytery, and making them dependent on him;
{o that they were were no more his Peers, !!d could

not be his Judges. This Corruption was eatlf
| and
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1 dame to paf$ thro’ Negliger?ce of that Direction,
ich the Apoftle gave againft Artichrit, 2 Thef.
1s. Therefore Brethren fland faft and bold thé
sditions which ye bave been taught, whether by
sd, or our Epiffle. And this Dire&ion he gave
ber he had faid before that the Myftery of Imiqui-
was already working+ Yet this Step of Defe&ion
s not taken when Clemens Rom. wrote his Epiftle
the Church at Corznth, tho’ indeed he infinuates
nething of a Contention about the Name ot the
ifcopal Ofhee, in. .the Forcknowledge of which,
(ays, the Apoftles of Chrift conftituted Bithops
d Deacons, and he {peaks of no more Diftin&ion
twixc Bithops and Presbyters than'the Scripture
es, Page 54, 59, §7. However, by this fetting up
anew Kind of Bifhops, and,in Conlequence of that,
nods, the Way.was pav’d for that notable Change
at happened, when he who at firft letted was taken
it of the Way, and when the Emperor became Chri-
ian, and for that Uniforniity which wasthe Throne
the Beait, the Seat of Tyranny over the Confcicn-
s of Men, and theFountain ot Perfecution, and of
edding the Blood of the Saints and Martyrs of
(us, that kept the Commandments of God, and
e Teftimony of Chrift, under the Notion of He-
picks and Schifmaticks. :
I . ¢ t

As touching the Magiftrate’s Power in the King-
om of Chrilt, T have declar’d in what Senle I re-
ife to {ubferibe the.Cenfeffion on that Head 5 and K
ave not yet been told, if that Senfe, wherein 1 un-
erftand it, and refufed to fubferibe it, be now the
enle of this National Church,

thave been very far from denying the Magiftrate’s
ower in any civil Society, yea or in any National
durch 3 nor do I imthe leaft queftion his Right of
wdging in all Matters of wrong and wicked Lewd-
iy and even in all Things pestaining to National

Churches
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Eharches, as by Law eftablifhed:. For where-sly
' grants ¢ivil Rights, or inflicts  Penalties, thom
wuft jadge, and there is the Exercife of his Poy,

I have not denied the Detfence of the naturii
and civil Rights of Men in the Kingdoms of 4
World, while 1 declare that Chrift’s Kingdom is§
of this World ; and therefore admits not of a way
Defence. And when I affirm that the naturg
civil Rights of Mankind are to be defended jny
Kingdoms of this World,- I reckon that the Lipey
of Mens Confciences is one of thele Rights, and ¢
‘mot fee Ground for the Magiftrate’s punifhing ,
reticks and Schifmaticks as {uch..

But becaufe this Head is not fo much infifted ,
and the Commiffion daes not feem to make {o py
of it. as of the foregoing, 1 fhgil not mow tafe
Time with it. - _

So Iproceed to the third Head; the Contums
And here [ -have been furprifed at {ome, fignifii
thzt the other Grounds are not of fuch Moment,;
to bear the Weight of the Cenfure, bat thisi
and tho they would not depofe Men for Congrg
tional Principles, yet they would, for the Com
macy. Yet, |

1. There is nothing in that which is called Conf
szacy, but what is. influénced by thgfe Prigcipls
and it muft be owned that, if Congregational g
ciples do notdeferve fuch a Cenfure, he that hol
them, and walks up to them, is lefs cenfutabdle i
he that believes them, snd does not pra&ife the

2. If the Grouads of farbidding me to preach w
not (uffici-nt, how is it pofhible that a Sentence oy
thefe Grounds could loofe me froﬁ: the Oblipati
12id upon me to preach by the Law of Chrift? A
can it be a Ground for my D Y qn,__chat 1 ﬂ[c

F

a greaterﬁRegard to his Comuitand, than to a1 i
founded dentence of dufpenfion¥

A




i 3. Ifit bé the Mind( of the éotlmiﬂ'iol':,' that ¢he

Sentence of a2 Synod, tho’ ill-founded, loofes. the
Obligation upon a Minifter to exercife his Miniftry,
and €hat he is to give Obedience to it without ask-
ing Quettioris 3" and if he do not, muft lofe his Mi-
niftry ; then this muft be told me, and fapported
with fome Reafon from the Word of GOd; and the .
Confeffion of Faith 5 but if not, then of Neceflity the
Grounds of the Sufpenfion were good, elfe there is
no Evil in the Contumacy : For it cannot be call’d
Evil to difobey a Command obliging me to fin a-
gainft the Laws of Chrift.

Thus I have laid before my. Judges.a plain Ac-
count of my Principles, and of the State of my Cale
as it now ftands; and fo I leave it with their Con-
{ciences, as I commit it unto him, who is Head over *
allT hings to his Church, and knows well how toorder
it for his own Glory and the Salvation of his Church,

and is able to keep all that is committed to him
againft that Day.

Jouw Giadse



