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ADVERTISEMENT.

W HEN this Sermon was delivered, it
excited a pretty firong and general fen-
fation. Some were plealed to approve:
others {eemed to think it their duty to
condemn.  Unfavourable opinions were
formed, even by many " who were ot
prefent in the congregation. ~Offended or
alarmed at the reports which were carried to
them, they zealoufly reprobated the whole
difcourfe. The matter was indeed fo very
ferioufly taken, that feveral folemn conful-
tations were held, with a view either to re-
primand the Preacher for his tranfgreffion,
or at leaft to deter him from ever commit-
ting it again.

Amdit
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Amidft all this buftle, he was never di-
rectly {poken with on ghe fubjedt, excepting
for a few minutes, in a fingle inftance, and
that after the perfon m queftion had figni-
fied his-difpleafure elfewhere without referve.
The expoftulation, however, which then took
place, was received bythe Author mn a friend-
Iy manner ; and he doubts not that many
who blame him, have beén actuated by the
beft motives. The refpect which he owed
to his friends, as well as the regard due
to truth, incliied him caretully to review.
{fentiments which had cavnfed fuch a fer-
ment. This he has endeavoured to do,
and he has done 1t coolly, and at leifure.
The refult 15, that he not only retamns his
fentiments, but, feeling more than-ever their
mnportance, thinks 1t his duty to lay them
before the Public. He hopes that thofe who
took offence upon hearfay, will now conde-
fcend to redd thdt which they have fo fire-
nuoufly condemned. If, in any degree, he
has been mifreprefented or mifunderftood,

PllbllC"lLOIl may perhaps do away the un-
favourable
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favourable impreflion. In cafes of this kind,
however, 1t is a fmall thing to be judged
of man’s judgment. It is not the Author,
it is the fubjed, which demands atten-
tion. Truth always rewards invefti gation,
and 1t will prevail and operate, when the lit-
tle differences of individuals thall have vani-
fhed away. |

Among the objections made againtt this
Sermon, the Author was much flruck to
find, that none of thofe which were ftated
to him, were either levelled againft the truth
of his doctrines, or dire@ly drawn from the
holy {criptures ; and that no argument from
{cripture which he could ufe, in fupport of
thole doctrines, was fuftained as a vindication
tor his having preached them. The leading
confideration urged upon him was, that it was
imprudent for any man in his fituation, to
preach {uch a fermon at all, however true the
doctrines might be. It is fair to confefs, that
he decidedly rejects the principle of this
reafoning. In all queftions of Chriftianity,
he deems it the firft object to afcertain the

doétrine
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dofinine ‘of {cripture, and the {econd, to
-declare that doirine. In every fituation,
he 1s willing to be chargeable with wanting
the prudence, which would lead him te

“ fhun to ‘declare the whole counfel -of
“God.”

F.oInsurcH,

Feb, 22, 1709



DEFENCE

OF

ITINERANCIES anxp FIELD.PREACHING.

Prov. 1. 20, 21.

Wifdom crieth without, fhe uttereth her voice tn the fireets ;
Jhe crieth in the chief place of concourfe, in the openings of
the gates : in the city fbe uttereth her wards.

OLomoN, in all his glory, did not di{dain to

attend to the religious inftruction of his
people. Not fatisfied with employing others,
he perfonally engaged in the work himfelf ; and
{eems, 1n the choice of a name, to have prefer-
vred “ the Preacher,” to ail the magnificent ti-
tles of royalty.

His humility was equalled by his diligence.
“ Becaufe the Preacher was wife, we are told,
A “ he
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“ he fhll taught the people knowledge ; yea,
“ he gave good heed, and fought out, and fet in
“ order many proverbs. The Preacher fought
“ to find out acceptable words, and that which
“ was written was upright, even words of truth,”
Eccl. x1. 9, ro. |

Having not only preached with affiduity, but
committed many of his {fermons to writing, and
publifhed them to the world, they form part_of
the facred record of revelatioh, and remain un-
to this day, by which means, “ he being dead yet
“ {peaketh.” Of thefe {ermons the greater part
is contained in the book from which we have
taken our text. The obje of this book is
fhortly ftated in the beginning of the chapter.
“ To know wildom and inftruction, to perceive
“ the words of underftanding, to receive the In-
“ ftru&tion of wil{dom, juftice, and judgment,
“ and equity ; to give fubtilty to the fimple, to
“ the young man knowledge and dilcretion,”
Ver. 2, 3, 4. After obferving that the impor-
tance of this object is felt by the wife, and dei-
pifed only by fools, and that the wildom of
which he {peaks has its beginning “ in the fear
““ of the Lord;” Solomon proceeds to addrefs

the young, whom, along with the fimple, he had
propofed
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propofed to inftruct, and who might be natural-
ly fuppofed to be fimple themlielves, The firft
principles of religion will be carefully inftilled
into youth by godly parents. To their parents
therefore the young are exhorted to give earneft
heed. One of the greateft dangers to which
youth are expoled, arifes from bad example, and
bad advice. To guard them againft this, Solo-
mon warns them that they are likely to be en-
ticed by finners; he unveils the infinuating arts
of {feduétion ; and fhews the mifchief which fe-
ducers are fure to bring in the end upon them-
felves, and upon all who follow them.

Oppofed to the enfnaring attempts of the
wicked, are the means which godly men feel it
their duty to ufe, for the advancement of true
religion in the world. Under the perfonifica-
tion of wildom, 1s given a fummary of the mef-
{age of God to men; and a defcription of the
manner in which it both had been proclaimed
from the beginning by his fervants the pro-
phets, ané was to be proclaimed afterwards by
his own Son, (emphatically ftyled the Word and
the Wifdom of God), as well as by the apoftles
and moft eminent preachers of the gofpel. The
meflage of God, as it is defcribed in this chap-

ter,
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ter, would afford ample matter for many dit-
courfes. It is not {fo much, however, to the mef-
fage itfelf, as to the manner in which that mef-
fapge 1s faid to be delivered, that our attention
is directed by the words of our text. In di-
courfing from them, we fhall endeavour to

thew,

I. That the defcription before us is juftified
by ancient and {criptural praftice ; and,

II. That fuch pradice is not only warranted
by ancient example, but is in itfelf right and
{uitable, and ought ftill to be followed as highly
expedient and neceflary,

In the Fir/? place, The defcription of our text
1s juftified by ancient and {criptural prattice.
A perfon who 1s accuftomed to no other mode
of public religious infiruction, befides what is
ordinarily carried on in thofe buildings called
Churches, Chapels, or Meeting-houfes, can
hardly underftand the words of our text. They
exprefsly aflert, that wif{dom condefcends to be
a field-preacher; “ fhe crieth without.” Nay,
fhe 15 a fireet-preacher; “fhe uttereth her voice
in the fireets,” What feems ftill more degrad-

Ing,
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ing, fthe courts popularity ; “ {he crieth n the
« chief place of concourfe.” She is even what
men will call unfeafonable and intrufive with
her leflons ; ¢ fhe crieth in the openings of the
“ gates ;” that s, 1n places where ‘magiitrates
fit in judgment, where the people come to {feek
juftice, where the moft folemn earthly affairs are
tranfacted, where men have the beft excufe,
which worldly importance can afford, for dechn.
ing to liften to her call. Nor will fhe be filenced
by the buftle of ordinary focial life. Without

regarding din, or hurry, or opulence, or fhew,
¢ in the city fhe uttereth her words.”

Now, extraordinary as all this may {eem, it was
even o from the beginning. , When Enoch, the
{eventh from Adam, preached that alarming fer-
mon which is {poken of by Jude, it is not likely
that he ftcod any where elle than on the bare
earth, or under any other covering than the
vault of heaven. Noah, while he prepared an
ark to the faving of his houfe, was a preacher
of righteoufnefs to the world around him ; and,
like his blefled Mafter afterwards, appeared in
the humble garb of a defpifed carpenter, and
amidft the rude implements of his laborious
occupation. Juft Lot preached a farewell fer-

mon
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mon 1in the ftreets of Sodom to a moft turbulent
congregation of devoted reprobates. Mofes was
fent to preach, both to his brethren the chil-
dren of Ifrael, and to his cruel enemy the har-
dened Pharaoh. Upon protefting his unfitnefs
he received an affiftant, but had no building
granted him to preach in as his church., When
he and Aaron firft preached to the Iiraelites,
they were obliged to go about, and intimate
their own {ermon. When they preached to
‘Pharaoh, they fometimes went to him boldly in-
to his palace, and fometimes ftopped him at
the river’s fide, as he was going out unto the
water. Without invitation, they repeated their
unwelcome vifits till they were driven from his
prefence, and at laft threatened with death
if they faw his face any more. Time would
fail, to mention the itinerant labours of Mo-
fes_in the wildernefs, while he rehearled the
law at Mount Sinai in the ears of the peo-
plé, and, with Aaron, attended the conftruc-
tion, the fervice, and the many removals of
the tabernacle. The laft days of that vene-
rable leader were fpent in the folemn em-

ployment of field:preaching ; and in the book

of Deuteronomy we have a whole volume of
the
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the impreflive {ermons which were then deli-
vered.

After the fettlement of the Ifraelites in the
land of Canaan, the manner of preaching ap-
pears not to have been aitered. The prophets
feem all to have been itinerant, and field, or
{treet preachers. Even thofe of them who kept
what we would call Divinity Colleges, who
were attended by young men, whom they in-
firu¢ted, and who were thence called ¢ the {fons
of the prophets,” ftill travelled from place to place,
and their {chools, ike themfelves, were am-
bulatory. It is remarkable, that the words of
our text were written by the great king Solo-
mon ; that they refer to the pradtice of the
times of his fplendid reign; and perhaps to
the very mode of his perfonal exertions. He,
who had been honoured to build the temple
at Jerufalem, and who at its dedication, had
kneeled before the altar of the Lord, in the pre-
{ence of all the congregation of Ifrael, while he
{pread forth his hands to heaven in prayer;
this llufirious and wife king thought it no dif«
paragement. to his chara&er, to * cry without ;
“ to utter his voice in the ftreets: to cry in the

“ chief
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* chief place of concourfe, in the opénings of
““ the gates ; 1n the city to utter his words.”

In like manner, (2 Chron. xvil 7, 8, 9.) we
find Jehofhaphat fending a company of princes,
and levites, and priefts, or, as we would fay in
modern language, of clergymen and laymen, “ to
“ teach in Judah, to take the book of the law of
“ the Lord with them, and to go about through-
“ out all the cities of Judah, and teach the peo-
“ ple.” Thus alfo, we find Ifaiah, who is thought
to-have been of the {eed royal, prophefying at
the conduit of the upper pool ; ]éremiah, of the
ptiefthood, prophefying in the valley of the fon
of Hinnom, and at the gate, as well as in the
court of the temple. Amos {faw his vifion, when
he was among the herdimen of Tekoah, and,
although a layman and a pealant, received cou-
rage to publith 1t without fear at Bethel. A-
maziah the prieft, whofe real caufe of offence
was the prophet’s faithfulnefs, oppofed him un-
der pretence that he was guilty of confpiracy.
Although he could not prove the charge, he at
all events infifted upon excluding him from the
pulpits of the eftablifhed church. “ O thou
“ {eer, {aid he, go, flee thee away into the land

- ¢ of Judah, and there eat bread, and prophefy
“ there,
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“ there. But prophely not again any more at
“ Bethel, for it 1s the king’s chapel, and it 1s the
“ King’s court.” Amos confefled without {cru-
ple his humble origin, but was not deterred by
the facerdotal mandate from afferting and fulfil-
ling his divine commiffion. ¢ Then anfwered
“ Amos, and faid to Amaziah, I was no prophet,
“ neither was I a prophet’s fon ; but I was an
“ herdfman, and a gatherer of {ycomore fruit.
“ And the Lord took me as I followed the flock,
“ and the Lord faid unto me, Go prophefy un-
“ to my people Ifrael,” Amos vii. 12,---1 5.
Adlter {o many examples, under the kings of
Ifrael and Judah, it will be lefs furprifing to ob-
ferve the [ame practice during the captivity, or
immediately after the reftoration. Thus Kze-
kiel propheiied among the captives by the river
of Chebar. Ezra, the prieft, preached to all the
people as they fat in the flreet of the houfe of
God, Ezra x. 9. Again, Neh. vili. 1. we find
the pecple gathered to hear Ezra, in the ftreet
that was before the water-gate, and upon that
occafion we are told that he ftood upon a pul-
pit of wood, or what we would call a tent, which
they had made for the purpofe, |
B After
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-After the Babylonifh captivity, it was Jjuftly
confidered as one of the beft expedients for pre-
venting the people from relapfing into idolatry,
to promote amongft all ranks the knowledge of
God, and of his law, and to -excite all through-
“out the land to join regularly in the public wor-
fhip of the only true God. For their accommo-
dation, {ynagogues came, In procefs of time,
to be erected. Every {ynagogue had its fla-
ted governors and prefident, that the pub-
lic fervice might be decently conducted, and
that the people might be inftruéted in the fa-
cred writings.

Refpe&ing thefe inftitutions, it may be ob-
{ferved, that they were the refult, not of exprefs
divine inftitution, but of rational piety, and en-
lightened zeal. Like the Sunday {chools of:the
prefent day, they had the fanétion of general
precepts to diffufe, and cherifh knowledge, and
were entirely congenial to the {pirit of the law,
though not prefcribed by any of its ftatutes.
Like the modern inftitution juft referred to,
they were alfo extremely ufeful, having, under
the divine blefling, been very likely the princi-
pal means of preventing the revival of 1dolatry,
which had brought {uch accumulated calamities

on
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on the country ; and accordingly, they afterwards
received the countenance of Jefus Chrift and his
Apoftles, who were all in the habit of attending
the {fynagogues.

As tley were built without exprefs command |
from God, fo they fometimes at leaft were built
voluntarily and at the expence of private indi-
viduals. Thus we read of a Centurion who
loved the Jewifh nation, and had built them a
fynagogue. But perhaps this houfe, after 1t was
built, needed to be recognized by ecclefiaftical
authority, and to be recetved (to ufe modern
language) either as a new erection, or as a-cha-
pelof eafe. If thiswas the cafe, and if {ynagogues
were built all over the country in confequence
of legal eftablithment ; it was quite confiftent
with the Jewifh conttitution, in which there was
not what has been called an altiance between
church and ftate, but where church and fate
were abfolutely one and the fame.

Synagogues have been confidered as an{wer-
ing among the Jews, the like purpofes with
parifh churches among us Chriftians. They
certainly had a refemblance f{o far, that both
were deftined for public worfhip, and both had
a ruler to conduét it. But the ruler of the

{ynagogue -
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{fynagogue does not appear to have had jurif-
diction through a certain diftrict, like a parifh
mintfter ; neither was he underflood to have
the fole right of officiating in the {ynagogue.
Synagogues were certainly much morexnume-
rous than our parifh. churches, for they were
- appointed to be built wherever there were ten
verfonsof fullage,and {ree condition ; and inftead
of being fhut, as parifi churches fometimes are,
againft itinerant preachers, taey {eem to have
been univerfaily at their {ervice, and to have .
always aftorded them in every place an oppor-
tunity of meeting with a congregation. The
rulers of the fynagcgues {oon began indeed
to oppofe our Saviour, and often afterwards
their congregations joined with them in caft-
ing his Apolties out of the {ynagogue. But
that perfecution arofe {rom the corrupt ftate of
the infiitution, and betokened its approaching
fall. -

As fynagogues were built for the inftruction
of tae péople, {o public {eminaries or {choolis
were formed, wherein thofe who were deflined
to teach others, were to be taught themlelves.
Thefe {chools were properiy what we fhould

call
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call divinity colleges; another human inftitu-
tion, but certainly of great utility, and natu-
rally arifing from the former. Like our mo-
dern f{eminaries, while propetly conducted,
they were no doubt favoured with the divine
countcnance ; but when they came to be held
in higher veneration than the {ynagogues
which they were intended to ferve; when the
doctors of the law affeted to multiply the high
founding titles of Rabbi, Rabbi; when the ve-
ry difciples prided themfelves in the fect to
which thev belonged, and all in one way or
other taught for doctrines the commandments
of men ; they then ceafed to anf{wer the end
of their inftitution ; they became the greateft
obfiacles poflible to the progrefs of truth; and
our Saviour’s heavielt woes were denounced a-
gainft them. From their degeneracy and ruin,
Chriftians may learn what to think of aca-
cemic bigotry and pride; of faleable literary
degrees ; and of exclufive privileges which fof-
ter the indolence of the chartered ftudent, and
obtrude him upon the church, without afking
her confent,

But we have mentioned thefe inflitutions, not

merely for the purpofe of fhewing that they
were
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were liable to corruption and abule ; our moft
important remark concerning them, at prefent,
1s, that whatever might be the degree of their
utility, they were not {uftained by God, as a {uf-
ficient provifion for the religious inftruction of
the people. The well attended colleges did not
prevent the miflion of John the Baptift, nor that
of the apoftles ; neither did the {ynagogues {u-
perfede their itinerancies, Although all the {y-
nagogues 1n the country were open to our Sa-
viour, he yet added to his labours in them, the
more enlarged exertions of * crying without.”
The wildernels, the river’s fide, the fea fhore;
the mountain, the corn fields, the high way, the
~ villages of Galilee, the fireets of Jerufalem, and
the porch of the temple, were all honoured as
places where Jefus conde{cended to preach the
kingdom of heaven.

The difciple was not greater than his Lord." In
a country not {o extenfive-as Scotland, no lefs
than feventy itinerants were {ent forth by our Sa-
viour, to feek the loft theep of the houfe of Ifrael.
The very firft confequence of the effufion of the
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecoft, was ftreet-
preaching. - It would be endlefs to fpeak of

Peter, and Paul, and Barngbas, and the reft of
the
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the great company of thofe that publifhed the
word of God. It may be in general afferted,
that 1n the primitive propagation of Chriftiani-
ty, efpecially as to the labours among the Gen-
tiles, though the churches were commonly edi-
fied within doors, they were chiefly gathered by
preaching without.

Thus have we {hown, that the defcription of
our text is juftified by ancient and fcriptural
practice. It might perhaps be equally eafy to
defcend through the fucceflive ages of the
church, even to the prefent day, and to fhew,
that the gofpel has, at no period, and in no
country, made any confiderable progrefs, or
experienced any remarkable revival, without the
aid of 1tinerancies and of field preaching.

The Second thing propofed in this difcourfe,
was an endeavour to fhew, that the pradice,
with regard to preaching, as defcribed in our
text, 1s not only warranted by ancient example,
but 15 in itfelf right, and fuitable, and ought
till to be followed as highly expedient and ne-
ceflary.,

Lo fome, this part of our plan may feem fu-
perfluous, from the opinion, that whatever ap-

pears
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pears from {crpiture to have been primitive
pradtice, both may and ought to be oblerved in
all ages of the church. This opinion, however,
is not univerfally admitted, at leaft not without
very great limitations. Befides, the manner of
preaching defcribed 1n our text has, 1n modern
times, fallen into general neglet among all
the churches ; 1t 15 regarded by many as ex-
tremely contemptible ; and endeavours to re-
vive it have often excited fufpicion. It feems
proper, therefore, that the {ubjedt fhould be
viewed on all fides, and that we fhould be wil-
ling to difcufs its intrinfic merits, as well as to
plead the authority of precedent in its favour.
That the gofpel, then, fhould be preached in
the ftrects, and fields, and wherever an oppor-
tunity can be obtained among the haunts of
men, feems equally evident from the nature of
the gofpel, and from the ftate of the world.
“ "The whole world lieth in wickednefs.” The
gofpel is the glad tidings of falvation to finners
through Jefus Chrit, We are commanded to
go into all the world, and preach the gofpel
to every creature. And without the golpel, no
flefh can be faved. But men are blind to their

danrer, From the fft they are indifferent
about
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ubout the gofpel, and as foon as they begin to
be acquainted with its doctrines, unlels they
allo feel its faving power, they proceed from in-
difference, pofitively to hate it. Suppole, then,
as many religious houfes built as you pleafe.
Thefe will accommodate men who are Chriftians
already. They will be nurferies for the church,
where the children and {ervants of Chriftians
may be brought up in the nurture and admoni-
tion of the Lord, and by the di#ipe blefling be-
come [piritually alive to God: through Jefus °
Chrift. They will even be the occaﬁonal refort
of ftrangers, and men who are promfted to at-
tend by curiofity, by the defire of finding fault,
or bjr bale hypocrily, may be made the monu-
ments of divine grace. “ If all prophefy, fays
“ the apoftle, and there come in one that belie-
“ yeth not, or one unlearned, he 1s convinced
“ of all, he 15 judged of all ; and thus are the
“ {ecrets of Iius heart made manifeft; and fo
« falling down on his face, he will xﬁ*orihip God,
“ and report that God 1s in you of a truth.”
1 Cor, 31V, 24,25. Let none therefore {uppole
that any thing we now fay is either intended,
or has itfelf a tendency to take from the impor-

tance of ftated places of worfhip. We truft, it
C | may
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may be faid of many, as to fuch places, that they
were born there, and that there they are edifi-
ed. Wherever a church exifts, that church
will be | n the habit of meeting together in one
place We do not therefore fet afide, or under-
value buildings for worfh1p ; we only deny their
all-fuﬂicxency Thelr utility we have fairly ftat-
ed ; but after all we afk, do they prowde for the
preachmg of the gofpel to every creature? Be-
fides, men foon transfer their hatred to the gof-
pel from the thing 1tfe1f to the ftated places for
preachmg it. What fome of them do from per-
verfenefs, their chlldren do from education, their
fervants, dependents, and many of their neigh-
bours do from example, interef, and mere 1gmno-
. rance, and this progrefs goes on, till there is e-
very where, even In the moft enlightened coun-
tries, {fuch as this, a vaft body of people from
 their very mfancy, utter ftrangers to the houfe
of God *, Shall thefe men be left to penfh n
thelr fins, whlle God 1s fill pleafed to {pare them

d38

® This argument proceeds on the fuppofition, that all our
buildings for worfhip may be called “ houfes of God s
- and even in that cale it would be of force. But is it not no-
| torious,
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as prifoners of hope? Who knows, whether the
moft obftinate may not yet be faved? If tﬁc
mighty works of Chrift had been done in So-‘
dom and Gomorrah they would have repentedf
long ago in ‘duft and aihes How then ﬂ1all we
abandon the uninftructed thoufands, Who like
the little ones of Nmeveh, cannot difcern
between their right hand and their left, as
to the v;.ray of falvation? They will probably
never enter a church, becaufe they never were
told that they have any thlng todo there. But
if we would caft ourfelves in their way, if we
would carry the gofpel to them, Whele we know
we fhall find them, though no doubt buﬁed In
other purfuits; the prophecy would agam “be.
fulfilled, “ The people which fat in darknéfs faw
“ great light : and-to them which fat in the re-
« gion and fhadow of death, light1s {prung up.”

B Mat-

torious, that of the number who attend meetings for wor{hlp,
hundreds never hear the gofpel of Chnﬁ at all? Many hear
reafonings and declamations in dire® oppofition to it.  Suba
fcription to articles that are not believed has procured to falfe
teachers the means of diffeminating their poifon; and in
- churches of which the avowed ftandards are » upon the wholc,

fcnptural the do¢trines a&ually preached are various, Incon-
fiftent, cuntradlflory



| 20 ]

Mat. iv. 16. ¢ The people of Chuift would be
“ willing 1n the day of his power.” The def-
pifers might wonder and perifh, but we fhould
be clear of their blood. Whatever may be the
prevailing negligence of churchesas to this point,
the will of Chrift refpecting it, is indifputable,
“ A certain man, faid he, made a great fupper,
“ and bade Iﬁany, and fent his fervant at fup-
“ per time, to fay to them that were bidden,
“ Come, for all things are now ready. And
“ they all with one confent began to make ex-
“ cufe, The firft faid unto him, I have bought
“ a plece of ground, and I muft needs go and
“ {ee 1t : I pray thee have me excufed. And
. anothér faid, I have bought five yoke of oxen,
“ and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me
‘“ exculed. And another faid, I have married
“ a wife, and therefore I cannot come. So that
“ {fervant came, and fhewed his lord thele things'.
“ Then the mafter of the houle being angry,
“ {aid to his fervant, Go out quickly into the
“ fireets and lanes of the city, and bring in hi-
“ ther the poor, and the maimed, and the halt,
“ and the blind. And the fervant faid, Lord,
« it is done as thou haft commanded, and yet

¢ there is room. And the lord {u1d unto the

f
s

“ fervant,
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# fervant, Go out into the high-ways and hedg-
“ es, and compel them to come In, that my
“ houfe may be filled. For I {ay unto you,
“ that none of thofe men which were bidden fhall
“ tafte of my fupper.” Luke xiv. 16---24. %
Another argument in favour of field-preach-
ing may be taken from its influence on the
Preacher. A little refle¢tion will convince us,.
that no other kind of preaching has {fo imme-
diate a tendency to enlarge the mind, to excite

compaflion, and zeal, and genius, and to fit the

{peaker for bringing home his words to mens bu-
finels

* Some have faid, that the {ubjeét of this fermon was cer-
tainly of very little importance in Scotland, where it is [o
common to have {ermons out of doors at difpenfing the Lord’s
fupper. But, not to mention the many abufes that belong to
this cuftom, and that after all it but partially obtains, and is .
going into defuetude, it is obvioully quite different from the
ancient and {criptura’ praftice for which we contend. Tent-
fermons at difpenfing the Lords fupper are for the accemmo-
dation of thofe w o would go to church, but cannot get in:
whereas preaching without, as here pled for, is to call thofe
who are going about their bufinefs and amufements, thofe who
are far from ftated ordinances, thefe who might never think

of their fouls at all, but for this mode of catching their atten-
tion.
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finefs and bofoms. As the world is wider than
temples made with hands, {o is the {phere of the
field-preaching evangelift, wider than that of
the mere chaplain'in ordinary. As the evan-
gelift advances his ideas éxpand. As he preach-
es, his mind is elevated by the varied expreflion
of the rixed-congrégation, by all the peculiari-
ties of the furrounding fcene, by both the hea-
vens and the earth which are in waiting to af-
fift him. His interviews with mén of different’
plices anid of alF déferiptions, increafe his Knotw-
ledge of human nature. He gets acquainted
with the habits of thinking and praétice peculiar
to every clafs. He learns to fpeak to every man
in his own way. His prlvate converfation,
therefore, and his public difcourfes, inftead of
fiffuninterefling common-place remark, borrow-
ed from books, or excogitated in the cloifter,
come directly to the wants, the convictions, the
defites, and-the profpedls of thofe to whom they
até addrefled, The advintages of fuch a fitu-’
ation were apparent in the miniftry even of our
blefled Lord. As he went about all the cities
and -villages, he was moved with compaflion,
- when he faw the multitudes, His fermons were
occafioned
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cccafioned by the immediate and real occurren«
ces of his own life, or by actual obfervation of
the conduct of others. His beautiful illuftra-
tions are evidently drawn from the mof; firiking
objects at the time n view. Thus, in his fer-
mon on the mount, pointing to thecity over
againft him, “ A city that is fet on a hill, {aid
“ he, cannot be hud ;” looking up towards fu_aa-
ven, “ Behold the fowls of the air;” and then
turning to the flowery herbage below, * Confi-
“ der the lilies of the field, hpﬁf they grow, even
“ Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like
“ one of thefe.”

Nor fhould we forget to mention, under this
head, the impreffion likely to be made hy field-
preaching upon the mind of the hearer. Here
it may be thought, that the argument is wholly.
againftus. The ordinary objetion indeed is the
fuppofed mdecency of the praitice, and the dan-
ger of expofing lacred things tocontempt, by for-
cing them on the attention of the profligate and
the rude. But is it not right to difregard mere ex-
ternal appearances, and. worldly nptjphs of. de-
corum, in cafes of urgency and high impor-
tance? If the profligate and the rude are not
excluded from divine grace ; if theirfouls are pre-

C10Us,
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cious, and yet no means can be tried for their
benefit, fince they will not meet with us, unlefs
we watch our opportunity to meet with them;
what 15 to be done ? Shall we let them perifh,
becaufe it 1s aukward to be {een “ crying with-
“ out ?” becaufe fome may wonder, and others
may be angry, or uncivil? It 1s certainly un-
pleafant to fee facred things treated with con-
tempt, or indignation, But this muft be f{ub-
mitted to, If we preach the gofpel at all. Some
will mock, in every cafe. Others, however,
will believe to the faving of their {ouls. Let us
beware left our fears about the indecency of the .
practice do not arife from tendermnefs of ourfelves
rather than concern for the honour of the truth.
The honour of the truth will be beft {ecured by
its general diffufion. The power of the gofpel
is not unequal to the converfion even of the
profligate and the rude. Nay, the grofsly ig-
norant, the openly wicked, the profane fcoffers
themfelves, the refufe of our ftreets and cur high-
“ways, are, humanly {peaking, more likely to re-
ceive conviction, and t6 be awakened to fe-
rious concern about the ftate of their {ouls, than
the men of literature and refinement, of decent

- manners, of refpected character, of {atisfied con-
fcience,
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{cience, and of felf-approbation. To fuch, Je-
{us fcrupled not to make the offenfive yet faith-
ful declaration,* Verily I fay unto you, that the
“ publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom
“ of God before you, For John came unto you
“ in the way of righteoufnefs, and ye believed
“ him not: but the publicans and the harlots
“ believed him. And ye, when ye had feen i,
“ repented not afterward, that ye might believe
“ him.” Mat. xx1. 31, 32.

Field-preaching 1s not {o ill calculated to com-
mand both attention and re{peét, as {ome.of 1its
opponents may be apt to believe, I allude not
here to its novelty, for that I truft will every
day be diminifhed. Itis attended with circum-
ftances of a more permanent and valuable na-
ture. When the inhabitants of a place are fe-
vioufly addrefled by a ftranger in their fields or
their ftreets, upon the great things which belong
to their peace ; if prejudice have not been excit-
ed 1n their minds, they will naturally be impre(-
fed with the appearance of fortitude, activity,
ielf-denial, and difinterefted zeal *. In ftated

and

* In no cafe fhould preachers of the gofpel receive money
from ftrangers, as wages for their preaching. The labourer 1s

indeed worthy of his hire, Where a church is formed, they
D that
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and local eftablifhments for religious inftruétion,
the preacher 15 protected by exprefs laws, and
by all the powerful ties of acquaintance and
good neighbourhood. His fituation is generally

made comfortable as ta temporal things. His
rank in fociety is confidered as refpe@able.

And his emoluments may fometimes be fuch as
to ofler a temptation to the mercenary. Thefe
advantages are often fuppofed by the irreligious
to be his real incentives in the difcharge of his

duty. He preaches, {ay they, becaufe he is paid
for it. Whatever be his creed, no doubt his bu-

finefs 1s a very good one. Inquiring no farther,
except

that partake of the paftor’s {piritual things, will feel it their
duty, where he needs it, to make him partaker of tlieir tem.
porai things. The itinerant allo may inquire, who, in any
place, is worthy, and when received into a houfe, he may
there abide, eating and drinking {uch things as are fet before
him, and accept of what affiftance may be offered to bring him
forward on his journey. But to make any demand, to afk pe-
cuniary compenfation, even to receive any thing beyond the
fupply of immediate wants, would only be to bring repmacﬁ
on the gofpel, to difgrace the truly zéalous, to open a door
for impofture, and to fecure to the deceiver his reward. * For
“ Chrift’s name fake, let the itinerant go forth, taking nothing
“ of the Gentlles " 3 John, 7. If he need fupply, let that be

afforded by his brethren at home, to whom his charatler is

kuown, and by whom his work is appraved.
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except perhaps to grumble at their fhare of ec-
clefiaftical afleflments, they leave the parfon to
follow his trade, while they follow their own,
as if their refpective occupations were quite up-
on a level. But when a man, to whom they give
nothing, calls upon them to confider their ways,
this is fomething different from the ordinary
courfe of human affairs. When they {ee a ftran-
ger expofing himfelf to the fatigues of travel-
ing, to the various manners of all clafles, and e-
vidently feeking not theirs, but them ; they can-
not but allow that he {eems at leaft to be con-
vinced of the truth and importance of his doc-
trines himielf. From obferving the confcien-
tious principles of others, the tranfition is natu-
ral, to {erious inquiry refpecting their own.
When the mind 15 thus far interefted, the iflue
1s hopeful. Great as is the ignorance and pre-
Jucice of human nature againft the gofpel of the
grace of God, if the attention can only be fix-
ed, it levity and a worldly fpirit can be repref-
{cd but for a time; a breach is made in the
walls of the fortrefs ; the preacher, feizing the
critical moment, prefles on to the affault; and
where the Lord has a work to perform, the finner
cannot hold out ; he may difpute every inch of

ground,
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ground, but his firength is broken, and, in the
end, {urrender he muft. How numerous are the
inftances of fuch victories as thefe, in the hum-
ble hiftory of itinerant preaching! “ The wea-
“ ponsof our warfare are not carnal, but mighty
“ through God to the pulling down of flrong
“ holds; cafting.down imaginations, and every
“ high thing that exalteth itfelf againft the
“ knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity
“ every thought to the obedience of Chrift.”
2 Cor. X. 4, 5.

What has been faid might perhaps be fuffi-
-clent to recommend the practice of field-preach-
ing, were it not that many plaufible objections
have, with great warmth, been urged againft
it.

The firlt of thefe, of which we fhall take no-
tice, 1s drawn from the fuppofed refinement of
modern times. In a period of high antiquity,
in a fimple and rude ftate of fociety, field-
preaching, 1t will be allowed, was neither un-
common, nor improper. But fuch a mode of
inftruction, 1s confidered by many, as altogether
unfuitable now, when men are accuftomed to
luxurious accommodations, and {eem too fafti-

dious to refpect even the moft facred things,
unlefs
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unlefs they come recommended by external de-
coration. In reply to this objection, it may
be juftly contended, that field-preaching has
all the elegant fimplicity, without any of the
forbidding rudenefs of ancient times, To afio-
ciate it in the mind, with circumf{tances of mean-
nefs, 1s to cherifh falfe tafte, and to form our ha-
bits of thinking, upon partial views, and vulgar
prejudices. The character of the money-ga-
thering itinerant impoftor, is indeed highly con-
temptible, whether he profefs to vend drugs for
the body or the foul. The fituation of even the
faithful preacher, if he be poor, and occafionally
treated with infult, may feem to a tranfient ob-
ferver abfurd and ridiculous, as well as diftref-
fing. But in thefe cales, the thing is confound-
ed with adventitious circumftances. Whatever
it may be made by concomitant difadvantages,
field-preaching is itfelf a mode of inftruding
mankind, at all times, and in every flate of {o-
ciety, refpectable at once for its extenfive prac-
ticablenefs and commanding power. Who does
not know, that claflical oratory has ever been
the oratory of the open air? Is that pradtice
contemptible, which gave to both the philofo-
‘phers and the ftatefmen of Greece and Rome

therr
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their lafting celebrity ? Shall we fay, that ¢ cry-
“ ing without,” 1s only then to be defpifed,
when the {ubje& is of infinite importance and
univerfal concern? Inimical to the gofpel as
men are, it might perhaps be proved, that field-
preaching, fo far from having any thing in it-
{elf defpicable, has the very reverfe, and in fadt,
has never failed of {ecuring refpeét, when pradi-
{fed with any tolerable degree of ability, except
where perfons interefted in oppofing it, have
{et themfelves by tumult, to obfiruc its opera-
tion, or by calumnies, to bring it into artificial
difrepute. And after all the exertions of its
opponents, 1ts native excellence flill appears
by its aftonifhing effeéts. To fay that men
muft be won by external accommodations and
decoration, is not to {ay that they are refined
it is to charge them with the imbecillity, and
the undiftinguifhing prejudices of a ftate of bar-
barifm. Were fuch arts ever {o efficacious, they
would be totally inconfiftent with the fimplici-
ty and godly fincerity of the gofpel. Never
furely can the faithful preacher rife {fo high in
expectation, as when he feels himfelf divefted
of every thing extraneous ; when he has no au-

thority, but the word of God, and no depen-:
dence,
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dence, but the promifled bleffing. Suppoie how-
ever for a moment, that field-preaching were
calculated chiefly for the fimple and rude, are
not fuch numerous now, as well as in ancient
times? A progrefs has indeed been made 1n ci-
vilization, but furely it is not yet complete. 1f
then the refinement of {ome, point out the pro-
priety of building elegant houles for their ac-
commodation, when we would preach to them ;
does not the fimplicity and the rudenefs of o-
thers, by parity of reafon, require, that we meet
them on their own ground, that we enter their
humble walks of life, and in {fome meafure a-
dopt their homely manners, that we may obtain
an opportunity of befpeaking their attention.
Condefcenfions of thiskind will be delpifed on-
ly by thofe, who defpife the cultivation of the
mind of man.

Another obje&ion has been ftated to field-
preaching, that it 1s hoftile to the order and
fafety of the church. The fhort anfwer to this
15, that If the pradtice be according to fcrip-
ture, the order of every church either does or
fhould, make provifion for its continuance ; nor
can that which ought to be recognized in the
conflitution, ever endanger the fafety of a

church.
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church. But taking churches as they are, how
can that atfect the order of the church, which is
exerciied, not 1 the church, but amongft the men
of the world. Field-preaching does not interfere
with the church, either in her worfhip or her difci-
pline. Inasfarasfheisa churchof Chrift, it tends
to increafe her numbers,and to promote her pro-
{perity. There 1s no faithful paftor of any deno-
mination, whofe hands will not be ftrengthen-
ed in the work of the Lord, by the preaching
of the gofpel in the fireets and in the fields. 1t
1s not therefore the chiurch that is .in danger
from this praftice; it is the corruption of the
church, the error of her tenets, the evils of her
adminiftration, the pride, the lazinefs, the pro-
fligacy of her clergy, the dead profeflion of her
other members. Thefe are the things, where-
ever they exift, that are likely to bv injured by
that for which we contend ; and what Chriftian
will bewail their deftruction ?

But how, it may be afked, thall we guard a-
gainft the itinerant and field-preaching of er-
ror? Againft the preaching of error, 1n any way,
there 1s no abfolute {ecurity, except in fofar as
it 1s curbed by the Head of the church. But

were the dilcipline of the church in a proper
ftate
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ftate of vigour, every Chriftian man, endowed
with gifts, would be encouraged to go forth and
preach, whenever he could get opportunity.
No pérfon would be allowed to remam m her
communion, who was {o ignorant, or {o wicked,
as to preach what was bad. As to perfons who
have no Chriftian communion, the church of
Chrift has as little concern with them, as with
mountebanks or firelling players. To refule
her fanction to itinerancies would not leffen, but
ratliet increafe the number of fuch perfons;
whereas to countenance and promote thofé' un-
dertakmgs, would have the moft immediate ten-
dency to extirpate impofture. Things here, as
in every other cafe, would {oon finid their own
level. People who had heard the upright, would
learn to deteét the deceiver; and his trade be-
in g fpoiled, he would be glad to change it.
Even as things are, which prefents the greateft
temptation to the carnal mind, the fitoation of
the flated, refpected, beneficed paftor? or that
of the ever-moving, defpifed, and hardly-befted
itinerant? The latter may not be without its at-
tractions to the changeable, the vain, or the in-
digent; but iurely the former is the higher
prize.. Let thofe, therefore, who are fo much

E afraid
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afraid of bad itinerants, be ftill more afraid of
bad minifters; and while they feel all their care
infufficient to preferve the one order pure, let
them confefs, that the poflibility of 1ts being
abufed, is no argument againft either.

Another objection againft field-preaching 1s,
that it is dangerous to the ftate. This would
be a formidable objection at any time : 1t 1s pe-
culiarly {o at préfent ; which 1s perhaps one
oreat reafon why it is at prefent {fo loudly brought
forward. But {urely it will not be faid, that the
golpel 1s dangerous to the ftate ; how then can
_the preaching of it be dangerous? Does not
Chriftianity enjoin coniclentious fubjeion to
the powers that be*? Isnot the{pirit of Chrifti-
anity, a meek and quiet {pirit? Does not Jefus
call the attention of his followers to heaven, and
teach them felf-denial refpecting all things here
below ? Many an uproar has been raifed againft
the gofpel, but it 1s notwithftanding, ftill the gof-
pel of peace. 'The {criptural means of propa-

gating it have no tendency, more than itfelf, to
difturb

® See this fubjedt treated, in a Sermon which was preach.
ed by the Author on the laft general thank{giving day, and
lately publifhed, under the title of ¢ The Dutyof Chnﬁlans

¢ to Civil Government.”
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diflurb fociety. The charge attaches rather to
the conduét of thofe, by whom thofe means are
mifrepreflented, and their cperation violently op-
pofed. What is the fact, with regard to this
matter? Will any man [ay, that the late dangers
of the ftate, were caufed by itineranctes, by Sun-
day-{chools, or by any of the exertions that are
now making to promote the caufe of Chrift?
Have not thele things only begun to flourifh
{ince the ferment fubfided ! Have not their ac-
knowledged efleéts been entirely of a pacific
and falutary nature ? But if it be dangerous to
preach the gofpel in the fireets and in the fields,
it cannot be very fafe to preach it any where.
If to confine it within doors be a meafure of {afe-
ty, to extinguifh it at once will make the fafety
complete. Let the objectors {peak out ; let them
own that they hate the gofpel itfelf; that hav-
ing long laboured to imprifon it, by human re-
ftrictions, it grieves them to behold it ftill walk-
Ing at large.

But what if a pretended 1tinerant preacher of
the goipel, be in fact a preacher of {edition?
And what if an eftablifhed clergyman be a
preacher of {edition? Such a thing has been,

perhaps, in both cafes: and in both cafes, the
remedy
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remicay, we prelume, is the {fame ; the laws of”
tl;é land. This remedy may be applied to the
crime of the 1tinerant with as much eale and
fatety, as to that of the clergyman. The iti-
nerant’s labours are equally public, and more
narrowly watched by the eye of {ulpicion, than
thofe of hislegally privileged companion. When
guilty, therefore, detection could not fail to be
{peedy, nor would juftice be prevented from
taking its courfe. If the laws of the land are
11!()[: to be trufted, what other remedy fhall we
find ? Shall itinerants be utterly prohibited, and
the gofpel arrefted in its progrefs, until the world
can be per{naded every where to eftablifh na-
tional churches, for the {alutary purpofe of keep-
ing it 1n order? Or fhall an office be opened
for the licenfling of itinerants ; and this office
put under the direction of thofe to whom itine.
rancies are an object of contempt or of jealou-
{y? What would this be, but the power of the
beaft, ¢ who hath two horns like a lamb, byt
“ {peaketh ltke a dragon, and caufeth all, both
“ {fmall and great, rich and poaor, free and bond,
“ to receive a mark in thew right hand, or m
“ thelr forehéads : and that no man may buy

“or
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“or [ell, {fave he that hath the mark, or the
« name of the beaft, or the number of his name?”
Rev. xii. 10, 17.

Inftead of the honeft traveller, we may {ome-
,times meet with the murderous highwayman.,
This is a great evil, But fhall we therefore
prohibit travelling ? Or fhall we propole, that
none be permitted to travel, without a licenfe?
Who does not fee, that highwaymen would be
the firft to apply for this {anction to their ma-
rauding expeditions? In fome inftances, at leatt,
they would {ucceed 1n obtaining it ; and then
their trade would be much more {uccefstul, as
well as much more fecure. Until the ineffica-
cy of the expedient was notorious, people, truft-
ing to its operation, would travel without pre-
caution, and become an ealy prey to the firlt
who fhould attack them ; and then the criminal,
having a certificate to produce as his warrant
for being upon the road, would be lefs liable to
{ufpicion, and hardly ever within the reach of
the law, The thing 1s better as it is. Every
man is on his guard. Every man has an inte-
reft in difcovening the guilty. The crime can
ieldom bé committed, for the criminal knows

that
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that he cannot efcape. .-Fhefe obvious reflec.
tions wiil eafily apply to the fubjet before us.
If itinerancies fhould be fettered by exclufive
privileges, the licentiate, if a deceiver, would
derive from his licenfe a dangerous influence.
Soon would he venture to relax in his exertions,
or give them a pernicious diretion. Mean-
while the people would be hafhed into a ftate of
fatal fecurity, and many of thofe who might

be difpofed to undeceive them, would be pre-
vented from their work of faithfulne(s and love,

by*the want of thofe qualifications which were
devifed by a fhort-fighted policy, and engrofied
by men who had crept in unawares. Do not evils,
fomewhat like thefe, actually prevail in many
exifting ecclefiaftical inftitutions ? On the other
hand, as matters ftand at prefent, with regard to
itinerancies, every man is known by his fruits.
The attention of the people 1s awakened. They
are taught not to refpet the perfons of men,
nor to receive any docirine becaufe it is preach-
ed ; but to fearch the {criptures, and compare
what they hear with the word of God. There
15 therefore a check upon impofture in the na-

ture of things ; and unlefs the Bible itfelf be dan-
geraus,
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gerous, the unfettered preaching of its do&rines
muft be a blefling to the ftate *,
. There

* Some objelt to every exertion that 1s made beyond the
pale of the eftablithed church, without entering upon any
particular confideration of the merits of the meafure. They
fay, that all fuch things tend to unfettle the minds of the
people, and to withdraw them from the minifters fet over
them by law. If the eftablithed church muft be viewed
merely as a political engine, the exertions that are made in-
dependently of 1t, together with their importance and fuc-
cels, will no doubt fhew its deficiency. But the friends of
Chriftianity thould be cautious how they reft the caule of
their Saviour, or the difcuffion of any queftion belonging to
it, on the exclufive claims of 4 civil eftablithment. If Chri.
ftianity were to be tried merely by 1ts fitnefs for becoming a
national religion, it would certainly appear to be far inferior
to the Jewilh difpenfation. If the minifters fet over the peo-
ple by law were an adequate provifion for the fuccefs of the
gofpel, it would indeed be wrong to unfettle the minds of the
people, But if what has been faid in this difcourfe be true,
the ordinary labours of no national body of clergy are fuffici-
ent for the purpofe. The queftionis, Shall the people be
inftructed, or fhall they in any proportion be wilfully left to
perifh for lack of knowledge ? Befides, it is notorious, that.
in our eftablifhed church the minds of the people are alrea-
dy unfettled, by unnatural divifions within herfelf, There
is a far greater difference between the preaching and con-

du® of certain claffes of her minifters, than there is between
the
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'There 1s yet another objection made againft
field-preaching and itinerancies, of which we
{hould

the preaching and condué of the prefent itinerants, and one
of thofe clafles. The diftinction between what are called the
w:/d and moderate parties of the church of Scotland, arifes
not from eccafional and trivial differences of 6pfninn. Thete
exifts between them 4 permanent and radic;al cbﬁtrari’cty of'
principle, which appears very clearly, ot anly in their ec:
clefiaftical meafures, but alfo in thefr prcachmg, their paro.
chial, and even their perfonal condutt,

Some are fo amazmgly bigotted as to ptead for the di-
vine and exclufive right of our eftablifhed church, with'
all her imperfelions and corruptions about her. I can af-
fare the reader, that I am not amufing him with 2 f'am:y-
of my own, but that I have aually heard an argument
gravely urged, of the following import : Alk events are per-
mitted of God. Eftablifhments have been permitted by himt
to take place, Our eftablithment is feriptoral in its ftand-
ards. Many of the minifters in it may be bad men; but if
God has any work to do in any part of the country, he can
either convert thofe bad men, or take them away, and fupply
the vacancies with paftors according to his ewn:heart, We
ought not, therefore, on any pretence of urgency, to mterfere
with the claims of our eftablihmept.~T am really not cen-
{cious of mifreprefenting this reafoning, and yet 1t 15 {o ex-
ceflively lame, that perhaps few wonld ftop to read an-anfwer
toit. Is it then fo, that every effort by diflenters has been
unwarrantable ? Muft the Holy One of lfrael be-limited

forevet
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thould take notice. Some excufe themfelves
from givipg*countenance to this mode of inftruc-
ting mankind, upon the plea that it cannot
be rendered general or peymanent. The pri-
mitive practice as to this matter, they clafs
among the fingularities of the age of miracles,
Similar attempts, they will allow, may be made
ftill, on extraordinary occafions, and by extra-
ordinary -or eccentric men, and thefe attempts
may perhaps be followed with partial and tem-
porary fuccels ; but it is not to be expeted,
that they can ever be carried to the perfection,
extent, and ftability of {yltematic exertion, and
therefore little 1s now to be hoped from their
influence. Suppofing all this were true, it would
by no means warrant us 1n difcouraging thefe
| F attempts.

forever to human inftitutions which he has once permitted to
take place ? If fuch reafoning however, were to be {uftained,
- the eftablifbment has {urely no right to monopolize it. Others
may have {criptural principles as well as the members of the
eftablithed church, Might we not argue, Itinerancieshave been
permitted to take place. They are fcriptural. Itinerants may
{fometimes be bad men, but where God has any work to do in
any part of the country, he can {end good men, ™ It would be
abfurd to turn this aroument againtt an eftablithment; and
this thews the abfurdity o turning it, when ufed the other

way, againt itinerancies,
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attempts.,. In preaching the gofpel, even par-
tial and temporary {uccels is not to be defpifed.
Souls may thus be {aved, Chriftians may be quick-
ened, ordinances may be obferved for years to
come, with greater diligence, {olemnity, and pro-
fit. But for {fuch revivals, partial and tempo-
rary as they are, whither would our cold for-
mality carry us? Thefe means are of a limited
nature, only when compared with the extent of
the church univerfal, and with the fucceffive
ages for bringing in her members: when con-
fidered as the means of converting or edifying
individual {ouls, their importance is incalculable
and eternal. Nor is their partial influence,
when difcouraged {o much as at prefent, a cri-
terion for judging what it might be, were Churi-
ftians to unite In promoting their operation. It
would be more feemly in Chnftians, to {eize e-
very hopeful opportunity, and to ufe every pro-
mifing mean of ufefulnefs, although the profpect
were not unbounded, than to a&t as if they
thought it always defireable to do as little as
poflible, and perfectly lawful to do nothing, if
they had not the certainty of doing all.

But where is the impra@icability of maintain-

ing a permanent {yltem of itinerancy now, more
than
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than in primitive times? The gift of miracles
was not beftowed to fupport the zeal of the firit
preachers, nor yet to protect them from perfo-
nal infult and danger. They were as liable to
wearinefs, to grief, to hunger and thirft, to im-
prifonment, to flripes, and to death, as other
men. By miracles God bore witnels to their
teftimony, while as yet the canon of {cripture
was incomplete ; but they themfelves lived,
and ran the race fet before them, by the very
~{ame faith in Jefus Chrift, which has animated
the juft in every age. If they had fome advan-
tages, fo have we, The facility and the accom-
modations of travelling are greatly increafed.
Expences now may be more eafily defrayed by
numerous and opulent churches. Religious per-
{ecution is confiderably reftrained ; and com-
munication 1s open through all the world.
There 1s nothing fﬁpernatural in the labours
of itinerancy. We have many permanent {y(-
tems of this kind for worldly purpofes, why not
for purpofes that are heavenly? Shall the army
and navy be always in readinefs for the moft
diftant and arduous expeditions ? Shall the mer-
chant voluntarily compafs {fea and land in the

purfuits of commerce? Shall literary zeal carry
| the
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the botanift in fearch of plants, and feeds, and
floyers, over the rugged face of the whole earth ?
Shall our venerable and aged judges regularly
go through the fatiguing duty of extenfive
circuits? Shall all men be moveable but
preachers of the gofpel? Impoflible! There have
been, and there {hall not ceafe to be, men rail-
ed up of God who will obey the command
which faith, “ Gao ye into all the world, and
“ preach the gofpel to every creature.” Yes
vertly, their found {hall go into all the earth,
and their words unto the ends of the world.
Many fhall run to and fro, and knowledge fhall
be increafed. The fluggifh and the merce-
nary may make many apologies, and be ready
to murmur at the work of the Lord. But
that work fhall not wait for their approbation,
or tieir relutant concurrence. On the con-
trary, its very profperity icems to be connected
with their difgrace and rejetion. So{peak the
words of infpiration, whether they will hear,
* or whether they will forbear. * Who is there
“ even among you that would fhut the doors
“ fornought? Neither do ye kindle fire *o‘n mine
¢ altars for nought. I have no pleafure in you,

“ faith the Lord of hofts, neither will I accept
{4 an
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“ an oflering at your hand. For, from the rif-
“ ing of the fun even unto the going down of
“ the fame, my name fhall be great among the
“.gentiles, and 1n every place, incenfe fhall be
“ offered unto my name, and a pure offering:

“ for my name fhall be great among the hea-
“ then, {faith the Lord of hofts.” Mal.1. 10, 11.

Thus have we endeavoured to fhew, that the
practice of field-preaching and itinerancy is ju-
ftiied by ancient and fcriptural praéhce 5 that
it is 1n 1tfelf right, and {uitable, and ought ftill
to be followed as highly expedient and necef-
fary ; and that fome of the objeétions which
are urged againt it, originate in error or ruifre-
prefentation.

The difcuffion of this {fubje@ feemed peculi-
arly {uitable in the prefent times, in which fome

f the meafures adopted for promoting the caufe
of .Chrift are uncommon, and might therefore
{eem new and unwarrantable.

From what has been faid, we maylearn, The
areat kindnefs and condelcenfion of God, who
hath afforded fuch abundant means of {piritual
mitruction, and provided, in fuch a variety of
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ways, for the diffufion of the gofpel among all
ranks and conditions of men. In the days of
old, he fent unto his people all his fervants the
prophets, nfing up early and fending them ;
and, having gt fundry times, and in divers man-
ners, {poken in times paft unto the fathers by
the prophets, he hath in thefe laft days {fpoken
unto us by his Son. The great {alvation at the
krft began to be {poken by the Lord, and it
was confirmed unto us by them that heard
him. When he alcended up on high, he gave
fome apoftles, and {fome prophets, and {ome e-
vangelifts, and fome paﬁors,_and teachers ; for
the perfecting of the faints, for the work of the
miniftry, for the edifying of the body of Chritt.
Thele giits include the occafional labours of the
evangelift, as well as the ftated labours of the
paitor. Both are therefore to be thankfully re-
ceived. One glorious profpe of the latter day
15, that then “ many fhall run to and iro, and
“ knowledge fhall be increafed,” Dan. xii. 4.
Nay, the time 1s coming, when * they fhall
““ not teach every man his neighbour, and eve-
“ ry man his brother, {aying, Know the Lord ;
¢ for all {hall kriow him from the leaft to the
“ oreateft,” Heb. viii. 11. Do not thele words"

imply,
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imply, that previoufly to the period predited,
they fhall teach every man his neighbour and
every man his brother, faying, Know the Lord;
and that this general teaching fhall be fo fuc-
cefsful, as. at laft to be unneceflfary. What
fhall we fay to thefe things? Shall ocur eye be
evil, becaule God is good ? When we hear that
perfons are raifed up of God to preach Jefus
Chrift with fidelity and zeal ; fhall we be filled
with envy for the fake of men, however emi-
nent, who already difcharge, but can never mo-
nopolize that office? When we {ee men cafting
out devils in the name of Jefus, thall we forbid
them becaufe they follow not with us ?" Rather
let us fay with Mofes, “ O that all the Lord’s
‘c peoplé wete prophets, and that the Lord
“ would pour out his Spirit upon them.”

We are not, indeed, to believe every Ipirit,
but to try the {pirits whether they are of God;
becaufe many falfe prophets are gone out into
the world. “ But how 1s this trial of the prophets
to be made? Not by examining their licenfes,
their literary degrees, or thelr epiftles of human
commendation. Thele things may be all very
good in their gwn place, but they form neither
the indifpenfible, nor the decifive criterion in

' the
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the queition before us. Whatfoever thofe are,
who feem to be fomewhat, 1t maketh no mat-
ter to us : God accepteth no man’s perlon. By
their dolirine and their fruits ye fhall know
them. * Hereby, beloved, know ye the {pirit
“ of God : Every.ipmit that confefleth that Je-
“ fus Chrift is come in the flefh, is of God ; and
“ every fpirit that confefleth not that Jefus
“ Ghrift 1s come in the flefh, is not of God: and
“ this 1s that {pirtt of Antichrift, whereof you
“ have heard that it fhould come, and even now
« already is in the world,” 1 John iv. 2, 3.
The faithful preaching of the pure gofpel
will ever be its own certificate 3 while all other
credentials without it muft go for nothing. “To
¢ the law and to the teflimony ; if they fpeak
“ not according to this word, it is becaufe there
“1s no hight in them,” Ha. viil, 20. ‘Let a man
be loaded with all the honours of all the univer-
fities that ever exified ; let him come forth with
the highelt poflible recommendations of his
church ; give him all the advantages and or-
naments that can be fuppoled to belong to the |
mere privilege of ordination, whether Cengre-
cationzl, Prelbyterian, Epifcopal, or Papal ; if
aiter ail, he fhall preach another golpel, which
1S
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is not another; the fheep may be fo far decetv-
ed by his “ rough garment,” asto give him a hear-
ing, but ¢ the ftranger they will not follow, but
“ will flee from him: for they know not the
“ yoice of firangers.”. On the other hand, let
the unaccredited itinerant, let even the infa-
mous perfecutor, without cenferring with flefh
and blood, now preach the faith which he once
deftroyed ; the church will glorify God in him,
and they who {feem to be pillars, percetving the
grace that 1s given to him, will be conftrained
at laft to give him the right hand of fellow-
{hip.

The unfettered preaching of the gofpel js
one of thofe characters of umverfallty which
dlﬁlngulﬂl the Chnftian from the Jewifh dlfpen-
{fation, and mark the contraft between that wif-
dom and prudence in which God hath abound.-
ed towards us, 1n the divine {cheme of redemp-
tion, and the contracted policy, which every
where appears in all that 1s human of religious
inftitutions. Whatfoever in any degree hinders
the proclamation of the glad tidings of {alvation,
among men of all defcriptions, and all nations;
whatfoever, in facred things, does not pofitively
encourage that proclamation, is wrong. How

G remarkable
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remarkable are thofe words in the end of our
Bibles! ¢ The Spirit and the Bride {ay, come:
‘ and let him that heareth {ay, come. And let
~ * him that 1s athirft, come ; and whofoever will
“ Jet him take the water of life freely.” Rev.
xxi1. 147. The whole {yftem of Revelation, and
the whole myftery of God, in his adorable pro-
vidence, feem here to be refolved into the pro-
vifion that is made for the univerfal propaga-
ticn of the gofpel. The Holy Spirit, and the
Church unite their voice, and continually cry to
finners, come. This precious 1nvitation 1s {o
neceflary to be known, and known without a
moment’s delay, that every one that heareth, is,
in the very firft inftance, commanded to repeat
it. Like a multiplying, and never ending echo,
“ the joyful found” muft be on all fides trani-
mitted from one to another, that in this accept-
ed time, in this day of falvation, “ he that is a-
“ thirft may come, and wholoever will may take
“ the water of life freely.” |

O ye {ons of men, who love vanity, and {eek
after lies, 1s 1t for nothing that God thus careth
for the preaching of the word 7 How inconcelv-
~ ably imporfan,t muft that meflage be, which Je-

{us himfelf came from heaven to deliver, which
| | all
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all who hear it, are commanded to repeat, and
to be inftant in repeating it, in fealon, out of
feafon ! When ¢ wifdom crieth without,” fhe
may {eem intrufive, but is there not a caufe?
Are not you living far from God, and far from
righteoulnefs ? eager to fulfil the defires of the
flefti-and of the mind? walking according to
this-world » What is this but following the mul-
titude to do evil, and going on in the broad
road that leadeth to deftruction? You hate the
voice of natural confcicnce ; flill more do you
hate the voice Jof God’s law : how then will
you bear the voice of his righteous judgment ?
Confcience you may fometimes contrive to
ftifle ; you may flee from preaching, or youn
may defpife it: but when the Lord himfelf
fhall delcend from heaven with a fhout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump
of God, you fhall hear him from the very grave.
If there were no hope, to {peak of thefe things
would be only to torment you before the time.
But, through the tender mercy of our God,
the Day-fpring from on high hath vifited us,
to give light to them that fit in darknefs, and
in the fthadow of death, to guide our feet into

the way of peace. * God fo loved the world,
that
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“ that he gave his only begotten Son, that who-
“ foever believeth in him, fhould not perifh, but
“ have everlafting life ; for God fent not his Son
“ into .the world to condemn the world, but
“ that the world through him might be {aved.”
Here the-love of God 1s manifefted to finners,
{uch as you are. It is manifefted in not {par-
ing his own Son, but delivering him up for all
thofe that believe. And whatever guilt men
may contrat by rejecting the gofpel, God fent
his Son, not to condemn, but to fave the world.
Behold, now is the accepted time, behold now
is the day of falvation. Seek ye the Lord
while he may be found, call ye upon him while
he is near. Yet a little while, and your ftate
will be unchangeable. Nay, it is at this mo-
ment dreadful in the extreme. “ He that be-
“ lieveth on Chrift 1s not condemned; but he
“ that believeth not is condemned 9:lte::1_dy, be-
“ canfe he hath not believed in the name of
“ the only begotten Son of God.” To difre-
gard the teftimony of an honourable charaéter,
is a moft heinous offence in every cale, how
much more when it is the teftimony of the Son
of God ! Whatever you may pretend, your un-
belef arifes not from want of evid_ence, but

from



[ 53]

from hatred of that evidence, ¢ This 1s the
“ condemnation, that light is come into the
f world, and men loved darknefs rather than
“ light, becaufe their deeds were evil.” If the
alarm were falle, we might jufily be charged with
endeavouring toebtain an undue inflyence ovet
your reafon by working on your paffions. Butif
the word of God, and the concurring illuftra-
tions of his providence, are to be trufted, the
danger is real. Of this reality our minds are
convinced. “ Knowing, therefore, the terrors
“ of the Lord, we perfuade men.” The {ubject
of our addrefles, however alarming, recom-
mends itfelf to your reafon and conlicience, and
it furely muft be the higheft reafon for them to
be ferioufly concerned about things undeniably
of un{peakable moment. What anfwer then
fhall we carry to bim that fent us? Shall we
return rejoicing that the very fpirits are fubjeét
unto us through his name? or fhall we cry,
“ Who hath believed our report, and to whom
“ is the arm of the Lord revealed ?” It you will
obftinately reje@ the meflengers of peace ; whe-
ther they be itinerants, or ftated paftors, even
the very duft of your city which cleaveth on
them, they are commanded to wipe off againft

you ;
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“you ; “ notwithftanding, be ye fure of this, that
“ the kingdom of God is come nigh unto you,”
Luke x. 11.

Whatever be the cafe with many, the gofpel
hath certainly come to {ome, not in word only,
but alio 1n power, and in the Holy Ghoft, and
in much aflurance. To fuch we would fay,

Be very thankful that ever you enjoyed thefe
means of grace yourlelves, and be very ear-
neft to ailord them to others. Your faith
came by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God. Rejoice then 1n the univerfal proclama-
tion of that blefled word. Give your counte-
nance and your aid to all that preach it with
fidelity and zeal. ¢ He that abideth in the
“ doétrine of Chrift, he hath both the Father
“ and the Son. If there come any unto you,
“ and bring not this doctrine, receive him not .
“ into your houfe, neither bid him God fpeed.
“ For he that biddeth him God {peed, 15 parta-
* ker of his evil deeds,” 2 John g, 10. But
as to the brethren who are ftrangers, “ if you
“ bring them forward on their journey after a
“ godly fort, you fhall do well. Becaufe -that
“ for his name’s {ake they go forth, taking no-

‘ thing of the Gentiles, We therefore ought
| “to,
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“ to receive {uch, that we might be fellow-
“ helpers to the truth,” 3 John 6, 4. That
men who know not the importance of the goi-
pel fhould take offence at the labours of- itme-
rants, is little to be wondered at ; but they who
know and believe it, thould act m a nobler

manner. They fhould fhew that they can dif-
tinguifh between the reality and the appear-
ance, between the word {poken and the cir-
cumfitances of the {peaker. Nay, they fhould
be more zealous to fhew, their refpe@ for
the truth of God, when it 1s preached in a way
“which 1s ufeful and neceflary, and yet likely to
be defpifed. Many, even among worldly ﬁmn,
may take their opinion upon this {ubjed of iti-
nerancy from fome of you. If a difference of
opinion refpecting it thould appear in the church
of Chrift, if fome even of the Lord’s people,
fhould be dilpofed to cavil; the men of the
world will think themlelves juftified in treating
every attempt of the kind, with the moft un-
qualified, and unbounded contempt. Whereas
if thofe, who ought to know how to difcern the
{pirits, would fimply follow the rule of God’s
word, without hypocrify, and without partiali-
ty, they would unite in rejoicing that Chrift was

. preached,
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pgeache&, and the world would get no counté-
nance for their enmity from any of them.

We rejorce that there are not wanting fome;
who, amidft all the difficulties which furround
them, are enabled to go every where preaching
the word. Brethren, we refpet your fortitude.
We feel the livelieft intereft in your labours:
In all your trials, we would fincerely {ympathize
with you: We would heartily triumph 1n your
fuccefs. We would glorify God in you, and learn,
an our own part, a leffon of humihty. Dearly
beloved brethren, go on and profper. Continue
diligent and faithful in the work which yon
have fo hopefully begun. Be not irritated or
difcouraged by oppofition: be not elated by
acceptance and favour. Be cloathed with hu-
mility ; with the ornament of a meek and quiet
{pirit, which 1n the fight of God 1s of great price.
Take heed to yourfelves as well as to your doc-
trine. Keep under your body, and bring it in-
to {ubjection, left that by any means when you
have preached to others, you yourfelves {hould
be caft away. Many eyes aré upon you. Ma-
ny pray for your proiperity. Many watch for
your Halting. Cut oil occafion from them which
defire occafion. Endure hardnefls as good {ols

d:ers
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diers of jefus Chrill. Your labours are accom-
panled with peculiar dangeris.ﬁ “ In jdurney-
“1ng often, 1n perils of waters, 1n perils of rob-
“ bers, in perils by your own countrymen, in
“ perils by the heathen, in perils among falle
“ brethren, in wearinefs and painfulnefs, in
“ watchings often, in hunger, and thirft, in faft-
“ ings often, in cold and nakednefs,” 2 Cor. xi.
20, 27. “ But none of thefe things, we traft,
“ move you; neither count you your lives dear
“ unto yourfelves, fo that you might finith your
“ courfe with joy, and the miniftry which you
“ have received of the Lord Jefus, to tefufy the
“ gofpel of the grace of God,” Adts xx.24.“ En-
“ dure all things for the eleés {akes, that they
“ may alfo obtain the falvation which 1sin Chrift
“ Jefus, with eternal glory. Itisafaithful {ay-
“ing ; for if we be dead with him, we fhall alfo
“live with him.  If we {uller, we {hall alfo reign
“ with him : if we deny him, he alio will deny
“ us: if we believe not, yet he abideth faithful,
“ he cannot deny himfelf,” 2 Tim. i1, 10---13.
“ Bleffed arc ye when men fhall revile you, and
“ perfecute you, and fhall fay 1l manner of e-
“ vil againft you falfely for Chrift’s fake. Re-
“ Jjoice and be exceeding glad ; for great is your

H “ reward
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“ reward in heaven, for {o perfecuted they the
“ prophets which were before you,” Mat. v. 12.
“ Hereby perceive we the love of God, becaufe
“ he laid down his hfe for us ; and we ought to
“ Jay down our lives for the brethren,” 1 John
iii, 16. “ Be faithful unto death, and Chrift will
“ give you a Crown of life,” Rev.ii. 20. ¢ They
« that be wife fhall fhine as the brightnefs of
« the firmament, and they that turn many to
« righteoufnefs, as the ftars for ever and ever,”

Dan. xit. 3.
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