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H E ork whicl1 is here prefented to the 

Public, is neither tl1e property nor the produll:ion 

of ai1y Miffionary Society. It is devoted to the 

o1Jje8: which all fuch Societies profefs to have 

in veiw, and their favour will be thankfully 
' 

received ; but it is itfelf the private underta

king of individuals, who defire to excite and to 
• 

guide the zeal of their brethren, by di·ffemina-
' 

· ti11g all the information which they can procure 
• 

• 

refpeCl:ing attempts to. propagate the Gofpel of . 
• 

ef us Ch1·ift. 'fl1ey ·are l1eartily ~'~illing to labour 

without pecuniary 1·ewa1·d ; and they pledge 

themfelves, to lay before the Public, frc~m time 

to time, ftatc1nents of the amount <tnd defiina

tion of tho!e -il.11ns of money, whicl1, according 

f upport of !\1ifiio11s. 
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tion will frequently be made of the exertions of i-e-
• 

one another, and of which many adopt both prin-

tended to juft· .• 
• 

they are whom this Publication will thus ac-

knowledge, as inftruments of pro1noti11g the 

triumphs of the Saviour. Let it be obfe1·ved, 

then, that, without ref pell: of perf 011s, or of 

names, it will gladly acknov~ledge ALL w110 

TRANSLATE THE Ii·OLY SCRIPTURES INTO 

THE NATIVE LANGUAGES OF THOSE AMONG 

WHOM TI-IEY PREACI-l • 
• 

T1-i1s declaration mufi ba11ifu every l1ope of 

affiftance from tl1e induftrious fpi1·it of party, bttt 
. 

gives confidence of procu1·ing favour f1·om tl1e 

Friends of SIMPLE REVEAL.ED TRUTI-I. Thefe, 
• 

it is believed, althougl1 few pe1·I1aps in number, 

' 

are here intreated, in the moft earnefi ma1111e1·, novv 

~o fulfil the expeClation \vhich tl1eir cha1·aB:er in .. 
• 

• 

• 
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IN a ork of this nature, the firft attempts 

Th~ fubjell: admits of greater nicety, and variety 
, 

of fpeculation, than may generally be fu ofed. 

The T1·uth is, indeed, fimple, connell:e and uni-
• 

form ; but our dif coveries with regard to it, al-
• 

nefs. Betides, it ftacds here related to man ; 

and tl1e human charaCter, in many refpec.'ls, is 

greatly diverfified ; the ftate of fociety, tl1rougl}.-

ed ; although it \Vere, it is evidently liable to con

t:inual fluctuation ; and it appears to rife and fall, 

by gradations fcarcely perceptible, between the 

lo'\vefi: point of barbarity and the f um1nit of cul

ti,ration. An extenfi ve corrcf pondencc, \J,Tl1ich is 

effential to· the execution of the plan, cannot lJe 
• 
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be tne work of numerous friends, and the fruit 

of :icquired reputation. • 

• 

T1~E Editors, therefore, of the M1s.s1 o NA R.Y 
, 

• 

MAGAZINE,co1ne forward, modeftly, yet frankly, 

into public 'rie'iv, w.hile they offer their fe1·,rices to 

the Chriftian world. If they meet with the affiftance· 

• 

. if that affifiance be witl1-hc:ld, they will i·eti1·e, 
• 

• 

'u11dertaking, they l1umbly commit to the difpo-· 

f al of H1 M, to whom 'they de fire e'"'er to dedi

cate all their endeavours~ 

• 
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A1t Ess ... o\ Yon the 
origi11a!ly 

• 

EANS by 1.vhich the GosPEl. wdi 
• 

ro agated in the Wo1·ld. 
• 

I-IE original propagation of .the Gofpel of Chrift, is as re
markable as any inftances of its progrefs, \Vhich \VC ha~c 
reafon to expect. It is not n1ore furpriting, t11at '' tl1~ 

c1 eartl1 thould be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
'' waters cover tl1e fea,'' tl1an that twelve filherme-n, io th~ 
face of uni\•erfal oppofition, fl1ould l1ave diffufed ti1at knowledge 
a111ong 1nany natio11s, and tl1ould have tranfa1ittc::d it even to our 

• times. 
In feeki11g to promote the caufe of Cl1rifiianiry, it '':ill be 

wife to inc1uire, 110\v it fucceeded at firfi. As Goll is t1r1cl1ange
able, and ••s n1ankind, in all ages, are radically the f:101c, there 
is reafon to b~lic:ve, tl1at tl1e n1ea.ns wl1ich \\'ere efi~Ci:u;ll onc.e, 
''·ill be efieCl:u11l again; me11 will ftill feel wi1at, formt'rly, q1c;n 
could not relifi; and tl1e /·..!cnighty will continue to cc11nrenance 
l1is O\vn inftitutions. 'fhc commandments \vl1ici1 Cl1riil: left 
\\'ith his difciples, rcfpclti11g tl1e propagation of the Gofpel, 
evidentiy remain in force till tl1e en<l ot· the '\'Orld. 'Except · 
tl1ofe command1nents, indeed, and tl1e example Qt· obedie11ce 
'vhicl1 was ·paid to tl1en1 by tl1e apoftles, and primitive Cl1ri .. 
fiians, \\'e 11avc no fafc or \Varrantable rule, \Vith i·egard to this 
n1atter, by \\•J1icl1 \VC can wall:. If, t!1crefore, \Ve f11all be able 
to fl1ew, \Vl1at \Vas enjoined, and aflual1y done, for the original 
p1·opagation of tl1e Gofpel, \Ve fl1all point out f ufficient direttion 
tor ot1r condticc, in e\·ery fit1l.ilar atten1pt ; \\·e fl1all afccrtai11 ar 
l>nce, tl1e n1~tl1od of ii.:ccef.~J.and tl1e patil of dut)r· 

\ToL. J. A Upon 
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Upon this fubjcct, 111ir r~:: i.> rk~ •hait ~ arr .inged undtr fi•e 
gf'nt:r.11 hea,ls: ~PEJ~cH, Assoc1ATJON, UJCD£Jl, EXAMYI E, 
W H 1·r1 N c, w !>ich will probably be treated in as n1any jepar ate 
frctit.ns. · 

SPEhCH, Tl1e faculty ptailiar to man, and tberndictl mode 
of com111t111lcata(1r1 fro1n one to another, was the firfi, and tlic 
n1ofl i1•1111fdiately ~fficacious, of all tl1e means which were: t-m
ployeJ for the propagation of the Gofpel in the worlcJ. This 
faculty was ufed in the various ways of Preaching, Reading, 
.E·xhortatio11, and 'Teaching. · 

111 common language, to prtach fagni&es to prono••nce a 
puhlic difcourfe upon facred fubj~as. But in fcripture, the 
original term for preaching is mort: definite •.. It all11d.:s to 
tht:. office of an heralcl, or puhlic crier, who carried import,1nt 
me1Tages between Princes an<J :;tates ; who proclaimed peace 
ar•d war ; who publifhed among fubj~a~ the laws, and the will 
of their fovereign. It fignifics to cry, pu61ifh, or proclaim, in 
an ~utl1oritatiwe 111anner, by comn1iffion from another. 'fhus, 

onah was commanded to ,.a as au ht:rald at Nineveh, Jon. iii .. 
2. '' Arife, go unto Ninev~h, that grt-at city, and prta~h unto 
'' it the prtachi11g that I bi,! thre.~ 'fhus alfo, our Lord's l1ar
bi.ngrr is r1~prtient~d as a11 htrald, fent of God, and d~livering 
his meffi1g~, M.1tth. iii .. 1. ''In thofe da)t, came John the Bap
'' tif·t, pr1a1:hing in the wil,Jcmefs of Judea, and iaying, Rcpc:nt 
.'' ye::: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.,. And, Mark i. 7. 
'' He p1·tacltttl, faying, There cometh one mightier than I, .,fta 
'' 111e, the latcht'r vf whlll&: fhot's I am not worthy to fioop l.lo\\D 
'' and union•~.'' · 

To preach has the fame meaning whc-n applied to the mini
ftry of our Sot\'io11r: M;1rtl1 iv. • 7. '' From that time J~·fus 
'' began to p1·~ach, an<I to f,.y. Tht k1ng<lon1 of heaver• is ar !1a1;<I.'' 
Lukt' iv. 1 ~. 19. '' ·1·11t' :;l'iri1 of the Lord is up•Jn me, becaufe 
'' l1e hatl1 anointed nte to pr~ach the." Gofpt::I to thr J>Oor, he t1ath 
·u fent mt to l1eal tl1t' broken htarrt"d, to prtach dc:liveranc, to 
.. , the caprives, .1nd rec•,Vt'ring ot figl11 to rhe blind, to fct at 
1' Ii berry tl1t:n1 t har .ire bru1ft-J, t.~ prtach tl1e acce;>table ye 11r 

.,, of tbt Lo1·t!.'' Ir> tf1e la't of rlit'fr p.11fagrs, the wor,t, wf11ch 
· ·pr<,perly ligr1ifies .to preach, occurs but twice, in tl1e or1g111al i 

_a11d, in b<Jth <.~1fc·s, it is 11fl-d folt'ly in relation to thof t' rh11>gs 
whict1 were wo11r to be notifit'd by 1•roclamat1on. Cl1rift "'as 
anoinr~J to •• preaeh lleliverar1ce to the captives.'' How_ thii 

· wa~ ufually do~ne, wt h:ave:- an example: in the account, Ezra i. J. 
of ·the deliverance whi<:l1 Cyrus gave to tl1e ca1>t:ves of Ju. 
dah, when he pcrmitt(d tl1em to retur.n to their own land : '' He 

'' made 
• 

.. • See the Preliminary Di!Tcrtations to CampbeJl':i Trar.!Iation o! th~. 
'GofI>els, D,iffert. vj. vart 5. 
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a made a J1ru-l1Jmati~n •••rO••~•••AJ• ~11 h~ k~r.gJ0111 .. • AJ!a:•• 
C·s.~.{t W..Q 4'1iUll•1~ iO 11 JW~tKh t~ae aC'Cc:'pt.1blr yc-4r (,-f rhc 
Lc,r,t 9n 1hat is, 10 z••POUJJ'c 1hc gaaiJd pcriod9 fhaJowcd our bJ 
ti•' j1JhJlet', •hich wa~ altw11ys pruc:b1natd by ~0111;d ,,f 1rumpcr. 
arid .dccompaoied with a pruc:lao1ation t.Jf Ii y to ail the 
m~••, and bond won•m .. 

N,,, is the m•·anang of this w~d diff'aent, •hc-1> ir is "Pl'lied 
to rt~e 111lnifity of tht. ap<,ftlcs, Matrb .. 10 .. 7. '' And as )t: go_, 
'' pr,arh, fayin,, 'fhc king-~''''' ~ f •.e.IYcn li at band."' .A.1.d_, 
)1.114' xv• 15. '' Go ye into .ill the world, an~ preach the Go
'' ti>ei to c:va)' uc .. ture .. " In th~ cos11011ffion to Jlf'Op:lga:e the 
Golpt'I, the pr~fcr1bed moec of a1mmun1cation •s nut changccl. 
Frum the alraarion of circumttmccs which ihould take p • 
upon the afcc11fion of our Saviour, the ti'1inp were to be 
ann,)unccd in terms fomcwbat dlffcre1at trom tbof~ whi'b sere 
ufc:o in former prc'ac.l1ings; but ft1st t were to be ar,11our•cc:d 
in tla~ pl~in, d•gnified language of procl.ima1ii-11.. Tl1e d1fc1plts 
\Vc;rc: to go ioto 1.111 tl1e world, and to preach_, faying, '' 'fhe kang
'' Jc101 of be-.avc:n" is conic.. 'l"bey wc..'l'e to d«.lare, and tdlify, 
that Jefus was rt1c Cbrift; that he ..-~ r~fen fron1 tl1e dead; 
that l1e was delivered for o••r oB"enccs, and D•icd again for our 
jufiafication ; that he: is no• the Pnr1cc, the: Sa~iour, aod tile 
Judge; arid that wl1ofoevc:r bc..lievctb on bin•, diall not paifh, 
but have c:verlafi:ing life. An cSccJlcnt fpc:,tn.cr., and auount 
of apofiolic preaching, is g1vio by Pc ac 1, Afts %. 34. .. 44• 
Atta rt:capitulating to Cornelius; the lcad~ng t...:rs at0ncckd 
with the: life, d~ati1, and rdurrdtion of Jetw., the:~ tk 4".Ji.fs, 
'' And be commanded us '" prraeh unto the J>C<lple, and ro t~ .. 
'' ftify shat it is he wbicb was ~rd.iinal of God to be ~ h~ j•1.1ge 
'' of quick a11d dead. 'l·o him give all the prophets witod~, rhat 
'' tl1rough his name, whof<tever bclievcth in him ih.clJ rc·ccit'e 
•• rem1ffion of faru.'' -

It app~ars, tl1cn, that in fcripture the primirive and ufual 
m~aning of the: orjginal word so pr,ach, j" '" /"Wlaim; ,.oJ ti.e 
plsraf~, '' prcacl1 the gofpel," aJw,,)·~ fign1bc~,#;,, -thi; man11a"• 

to 'nake k11ow11 the glad tidi11g~ of .falwat1u1s.. So br irom oc=
i11g a difcourfe, pr~aching, accoadi11g t11 111~ cxanivits of ''' •D 

fcr1111ure, fr~qu~ratly confJftf;d 111 the 1.iu~l1c ccla~cry ot a 1ingie 
fcntc11cc.. ft.Jay, to fucb brj~f notifi,ar10111, we 61?d tl1e tum 
molt commonly appiit:d. It Dt:\'cr d'11otcd ~ coma1c111 on, or 
esplanarion of, ,.,,,. dt-Clrine ; cr11ic.tl obfc:r\:afioals on, or 1ilu
flratio1Js of, any fubjett ; ur a cha111 ot ra,oning, in ,,,.oot '1f a 
p.1• ricular fentin•c-n~. It wa~ a prucumariun C>f j;,a", ano uf 
t111ths conncCtcd with tl1ofe fafts, 01adc bJ tlse auti•ur1ty ot Lud, 
a11J g, .. ,,~·rally in •.~ 1Jrds \vh1cl1 Gvd bad diftatcd .. 

11 It · i grc.!~ 1:1"pc'r!a11cc ro recur to ''''~ fcri1••ur~l mnn!ng 
ef tlie ..-ord to prt11t"1:, bt'cat1fe it is tu 1;•t: (;u$pc1 pr,11,;b,tJ, ti1at 
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~ur Lord refers, \Yhen l1e fays, ,, He that believeth naall be faved; 
.,. but he that believeth not fl1all be <.lamned.'' rl.,l1e reception 
of 11earers of the Gofpel into a ·fiate of falvation, depends 11ot 
upbn their acquaintance wirh ;ill the parts of reve;ilecl kno\v
ledge, but upon tl1eir belief of the plain, 1ho1·t proclamatior1, 
wl1ich, from tin1e to tiane, is made to tl1en1, in tl1e nalne of rl1e 
Lord, and in l1is words ; w)1ich is foon delivereJ, an<l catily rc
men1bered; whicl1 is level tf> every capaci_ty ; \vl1icl1 co111n1entf s 
jttelf to every man's confcience in the figl1t of God; \vl1icl1 ~1ni
n1ates the heart, and is borne \Yitnefs to by tl1e r11out11 of every 
Chriftian. Ron1. x. 8. 9. '' Tl1e \vor<.l is nigl1 tl1et', evt11 i11 

~'thy mouth, and in thy heart; tl1at is the worJ of f;.1itl1 ,,·l1icJ\ 
'' we preacl1, That if tl1ou fi1alt confefs witl1 tl1y 010111 !1 rl1e 
'' Lord Jefus, and fhalt believe in tl1ine l1ea1·t, that God l1<1th 
'' raifed hin; from the clcad, thou fhalt be ta\·ed.'' 

This way of propagating tl1~ Gofpel, \v11s the mofr fimple 
and expeditious thar can pnffibly be conceived. By rneanS'· 
()f it, the glad tidings flt\\', like. a:1y otl1er piece of i11te1·t f1-
jng intelligence, over tl1e face of tl1e .earth. :Every difcip!e 
was a preacher, a11cl every one preacl1ed \vl1er~-e\•tr l1e 
'vent. 1.,hi!I fitct is afcerrained by ACls viii. 1. 4. ''At tl1at 
'' tin1e (fays Luke) tl1ere \Vas a great perft=cution agai11fl: tl1e 
cc churcl1, wl1icl1. was at Jerufult'm ; and tl1ey \Vere ;ill fc<1ttere<l 
'' abroad thro11gl1out tlie regions of J u<lea and S;1111ari;1, t'xt·ept 
~' the apojlles.'' ,, rl,hereforc t ali<ls l1e ), they that '[.[ll'i·e j:att1:r111l 
,, auroad, \Vent every \Vl1ere prent:hi11g tl1e worcl.'' And t11e 
Lord, wl1ofe word it \Va!l, bJeflecl tl1eil' labours. For, altl1ougl1 
the preacl1ing of the crofs \vas, to rl1en1 t)1at perifl1e(f, foolifh
nefs, it pleafed God, by t11at t-oolifl1ncfs of iJreacl1ing, to f.lve 
them tl1at believed. Of thcie there \vere daily a<ldcd to the 
~hurch, and fometimes to tl1e nur~1ber of thouf<1nds. 

Rtadi11g was another of t!1e \vays, in 'vhicl1 f peec:l1 \Vas employ
ed for the propagation of the Gof pel. rrl1e 1cri1)tUTCS of tl!t: Old 
Teftan1ent h29 been committed to tl1e Je\vs, long befort: our Sa
viour Came into the \VOr)d ; and, at Cl Vt-:ry early period after }1is 
afcenfion, the apofiles beg<ln to compofe, and to publilh, tl1e fcrip
tures of the New Teftament, for the ufe of Cl1rifiii)ns. Henct·, 
we .find our Lord, and his apofi:Jes, goi11g into the lynagogt1es of 
tl1e Jews, and reading to tl1c1n rl1e fcrilJtures of tl1e OIJ 'l.efia
ment, in proof of tl1e glad tidings \\•l1icl1 they \Yere con1n1i{: 
fioned to preacl1. Thus, Luke iv. 16. 20. '' He came to Na
~' zartth, \\'l1ere he l1ad ht't:n b1·ought up; and, tis !.·is r1r/lo1;1 
'' was, !1e went into tl1e fynagogue on tl1e S:1bbatl1.<.ia~·, an<.I ftootl 
'' up for to read. And tl1ere was deliveretl 1rnto l1in1 t l1c b<,<Jk 
'' of tl1e prophet Efaias, &c.- An<l l1e clofetl tilt! book, an<l he 
'' gave it again to the 01jnifier, an(l fat <lo,vn : a11d tl1e eyes of 
'' all t11em tl1at were in the fyr1agog11e '''ere f;,1ftencll upon l1io1. 
f~ ~nd 11e .~egan to fay c11to tl1tn1, ~1·11is t1il)' is tl?is fcripture 

'' ful.(1 lle<l 
• 
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c' fulfilled in yo11r ears.'' Tl1us alfo, 1'.& xvii. J. 2. 3. '' 'lney 
'' ca111e to ·1·hefi~1lonici!, \vhere was a f)·nagogue of the Jews. 
'' /\ nc.1 l1;1ul, as J;is 111a1111er 'lllt!J, '''en t in unto tl1en1, and three 
'' ~)a bt1~ t11· days reafo11~<l witl1 then1 0:1t of tl1e fcriptures ; open-
'' i11n a11d alledging, tl1at Cl1rifi muft needs have fuffercd, and 

'' preacl1 unto you, is Chrifi.'' ~i·11e fan1e fcen1s to l1ave been 
tl1e cufio1n of Apollos, who is dcfcribcJ, Acls xviii. '' as an 
'' eloquent n1an, and mighty in tl1e fcriptures ;'' and of wl1om 
it is fciill, \'e1·. 2~~. '' tl1at J1e migl1tily convince,! tl1e Jc\vs, and 
'' tl1at publicly, fuO\\·ing by the icriptu:-c!1, tl1at Jcfus '"'as 
cc Cl1rift.'' 1:1 like manner, \vl1en tl1e c!1urchcs of Chrift be
r,an to he forn1cd, ~ind the \Vriti:1gs of tl1e !~C\V 'f eftament \rcre 
compofc:d for their ufr, it \vas intend-:!d tl13t t11ofe \vritings alfo 
fl1otilc.l be llublicly read, and tl1e reading of fot11e of tliem is cx
p1·efsl)' comman<.i~<l. 'J'l1us, Col. iv. J 6. '' 'Vl1en tl1is cpiftle is 
'' read amongft you, caufe that it be read alfo in tl1e cl111rcl1 of t11e 
'' J ... aodiceans; and tl1at ye likc\Yife 1·ead tl1e epifile from .Lao .. 
'' dicea.'' Again, 1 'fht:ff. v. 27. tl1e injur1Clion is very firong .. 
Jy ex11reff"ed : '' I charge you by tl1e Lord, tl1at tl1is e1,ift.Je be 
'' read unto all tl1e 11oly bretl1r~r1.'' Nor \Vas tl1c:: reading in 
tl1e primitive cl111rcl1es confi11cd to tl1ofe writings, \Vl1icl1 v.·cre 
occafionally a<l,lreffed to tl1en1, by tl1e apoftles. Ir fcems to 11a,·e 
been a ftateu exercife, and to have extended to all thofe pc:rts of 
fcripture wliich were at tl1e time in cxiftence. Accordingly, 
'''e find Timotl1y enjoined, in ger1eral terms, to clifcl1arge \Vith 
diligence and co11ftancy tl1is part of duty, , r1·im. iv. 13. '' 1.'iil I 
'' come, give attendance to reading, to e.xl1ortation, to dotlrine.'' 
Reading, here has perhaps been comn1only tJnderfiood of 'fi .. 
rnotl1y's private ftud)·. But tl1erc is no rcafon for limiting, in 
t!1is mJnncr, tl1c meaning of tl1e cipoftle. On the contrary, 
wl1en ,.,c coniider, tl1at l1is dcfign is to in!l:rucc 'l.,imotl1y, '' l1ow 
'' l1e ot1ght to behave l-;imfc!f in t!1c houfe of God,'' and tJ1at 
'' reading'' is conneCl:ed \Vitl1 '' exhortation, and teacl1ing,'' it 
fet:a1s \Varrant11ble to co11c!u<lc, t!1at 11e refers chiefly, if not 
1oJel}·, to public reading. . 

'l ... l1us it appears, tl1at tl1e re:i<lini; of tl1e fc:·iptures was one 
of tl1e means employed for ti1e orig~r1al propagation of the Go .. 
fpel. It \vas uf~ft1l b9tl1 f(>r con\•incing infidels, and for ccJt1-
firn1ing tl1e faith of tl1ofc wl10 l>clit!v~<l. It \Vas not, like preacl1-
i11g, i111mediate1y adapted to all 111en of all nations. In the nrfr 
inflance, it was fui.teJ 1>eculiarly to tl1e circumflances of the Jews. 
ll~1 rea<lir11~ to tl1e1n tl1c fcriprur.:s of· tl1e Old 'fefian1ent, an op
p<:i1·tunity was obtained of befpeaking tl1cir fcrious attention; of 
1>rr.ac11i11g to tlaC:'n1 tl1c Gofi>el, as tl1c objca of their own expefla
tion ; of provi11g, lly evidence wl1ici1 tl1ey revered, tl1at Jefus is 
tl1e Cl11·itl; an1.I of 111e\ving l1ow all tJ1e tl1adcws of tl1e old difpen .. 

- fut~n 
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fation are realift:d7 a11(I ., ... r;t'fte,f 11nclt'r tJ1t: ht'W• We all know 
"1"l1at i1\lely t"fl)or:on is excitefj' whc::n ho~'C, Ion~ dt'ft"rrctJ, at 
1afi co111es "·ithi11 fight of its accomplifhment. Whrn j<"fu~ be· 
p,:;t11 ,,, fa~ u111<l tl1· ,,,,in tht' f}·r1agogut" at Nazareth, '' Tt11s 11ay 
'' i~ cl1i!t fcript••re f1J'.filled in yo11r ears, they all bare hi111 w;t. 
'' 11t'f~, and wonJtr•:•: "' r he gr11cious words which proceetleJ •>ut 
"' of l11s mour 11 '' Gl;a<llv WcJ11lrl they hav~ received t1im lits tl1e 
)letiiah, h.id it nor bee11 for tht:ir inwertratt prejudices ag;1infi liis 
circ;1J11~le:nces ,>f c-~1crr1dl n1earir1efs; above all, a~ainfi hi!> cfoc
trint of tht' crofs, .1n(I ot ,. fj>1rirual kingdom, into which, \Vith· 
0111 ref pt'.'tt ,,f 1>.-rf<>ns, n1tn ,,f all nations '''ere- to be introtiuced. 
So firong i~ the \ viLfenc·c aifor(fed by the Old T~flar11r."nt, in !up• 
porr of the GofpeJ, rl1ar 'l•t" 11nbelief of the J~v.·s ran r10 otl1cr· 
wife be otccountt'd for, rhan by f,1ying with tl1e apoftle, 2 Cc>r. iii. 
IS· '' E"en 11nto this tfay, when Motes is rt ad, tilt: wail 1s titlOR 

'' their heart." How fdvourable tilt' reading of the j(riptur~ 
was to Cl1t1ftianity, we learn froa1 the hiflory of the eur1uch, 
Afls viii. l7• 40.; anti frt)m wJ1ar happenld in tl1e fynagc,gue 
of tlie Jews, at Btrea, Act" xvii. 1 1. 1 2. '' 'fl1efr- (fays Luke) 
'' were n1t)re nobJe rhan thole in 'fl1e1fal<1nic11, in that tiat."y re
., ct'ived th~ \vor<f with all rt·adinefs of n1in<J, and fearc.l1ed rhe 
•• 1cripr 1Jrc.··s dajly, wher her rl1ofe things wc:re fi>. 1 herefort 
" many of then1 belitVt''i·'' But rtading, aJrho1Jgh in tht" firfl: 
ir;fl;ince fuited pt"r uliitrl~ ro the circ11mftances of the Jt:ws, 
fot>n became ufeful to tl1e Grntilt"s alfo. The fcriptures came 
to them, as to us al thitt day, recc>n1mended b~ evi,f~nce botl1 in· 
tt-rnJI an<I extt'rna1, ~hich in every age has f:i.1 •~ficcJ tl1e ~erious 
iriqu1rc:r. TJ1c Gl*r1tilf'!;1 t<> wl1om the bencfir Wai nt:w, \vould 
perl1aps liften to thr fcriptures with greirlter tagerncfs than rhe 
J('\\"!t d!d, who had long her.:1 accufionied to l1ear them, with the 
heedlefs fc1rmality <'f fup~rft1rion, and to pervert thca1 by tt1eir 
vain 1raditJons. Betievc;r~, i11detd, \vhethtr Gentiles or Jews, 

· wctuld fir.cl the 1cr1t'~t1rt"s ne\v to them; arrd the rt:alling of 
tl1ofe 1·cr1;-,rures \V .is nt:cdfar~· for inflrufling bor h, in the ''·ays 
of c;,,d fro(ll tbt"' bt:"gin1•1ng of tl1c ~·orlu; in the gra,Jual operi
~ng ot the Gofi>t:"l fcl1<.>12ie; in th~ nature of that righteoufi1efs 
wl11cl1 was t11lfi1lt"d by the 8Jviour ; and in tl1at jyfiena ,,f pro
pl1t'cy, jo great a part of "hicl1 rt"ccived its accomplifh111t:nt 
in ~!•\: fu1nt:fs of tiriie. Fri111•· tl·,is prin1itivr pr,.[tic.e, jt'ems to 
l1avt> arife11 the ct1tion1 of f,,uridin8 p11blic ditcourtc:s in the 
cl1tirch UJlOn ;1 p;iff'agc ,,f f<. r11,ture. It Ji; to be lan1t".nted, 11t>W

ever, tl1at 1n fo&11e ct1urc:1e~ the reading of the: Jcr1pturc:~ is 
rather Dt'glc·Ctcd. 

Anothrr rr1c;de of 11fir1g fpeech, for the propagation of 1hc 
G•'l1lc-l, was Exhc-rta1ic11. A notion of this ex~rcife ma)' be 
for111e<i fro111 1 i.c: to 1:._.,, ;1,~ < xample!': Act~ i:. 4o. ''A:.(~ v. ·~h 

· ~' many oti.1er \vords ~JcJ. he tcfiily1 and e:t:l:u1·1, fay1rig, ~..ive 

'' yourlclvos 
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"ynurfe1ves from this un1f>\\"11rd ge::ner1rion." ACls xi. 23. 
• Wl10, whe11 he c1me, anti liad iet-n the grac~ of G11d, wa:. ~! iJ, 
'' and t3'horttd tl1cm alJ, tl1•1t with purpof~ of l1ear1 tl1ey '·'· Olald 
'' cleave unto tl1e Lord.'' ACls xiv. 21. 22. '' 'fl1··y re1ur1Jed 
'' 3gilin to Lyflra, to lconiun•, an{l Antioch, confirn1ing the 
'' fouls of the difci1>les, and ~xhor1111g tJ1em to continue in the 
'' faith.'' 

rro exl1ort, is to incite by words to any good aa;on; and, 
from the patf:1ges quoted, it appears, that the object of tl1e apo
files, in exl1orting, \\'as, to ftrcngthen and confirm tl1e impref-
1ions n1alle upon the l1t'arts of tl1eir l1earers, by the .preached 
Gofpel. When Petc:r preacl1ed, they tl1at l1eard him '' \vere 
'' prick~d in tileir l1eart, and taid unto hin1, <1nd tl1e refi: of tl1e 
'' apofiles, .l\lc:n and bretl•ren wl1at iliall \Ve do!'' 1'hen came 
the exhortation. }>et er faid unto tl1em, '' Rt'penr, arid be bap
'' tifcd, every one of you, in tl;.e na1ne of Jcius Chrifi, for the 
'' rc:miffior1 of fins, and ye lhall rc:ct·ive the gift of tl1e H 1 •ly 
'' Ghoft.'' E:xf1orration was g(·11er;1lly ti1bf..;qu<~nt to the pr~ach
ing of the Gofp~l, and was ad<lreff<:d to mcr1, ..vl10, having ht'ard 
tliat prc:ac.hing, either were, or were iuppofed to b~, awakened 
by it. Ag1in, e::xl1r,rtatio11 fec:ms to l1ave been pr.iClifed by 
t'1ofc:, cl1iefty, wl10 \Vere ftateJ n1inifters of the Gofpel, ant1 \\"ere 
enJowed, perJ1aps, with peculiar gift!E for tl1e duty. Thus we 
re;1J, Alts xv. 32. that '' Judas and Silas, hei11g prophetJ a/fa 
'' the1nft/...,~.r, exhorted the brethre11 \Vith many words, and con• 
'' 6rme'I them.'' A11d, in Rom. xii. 8. tl1e gift is f p~ken of, as 
emin~ntly poffl'.ff't:d by individuals, anJ the habitual exercife of 
it, co11fcquently, tl1cir particular duty : '' H~ that cxhortcth, on 
'' exhortation.'' rfhis Juty, however, \Vas not regarded 35 the 
exclu1iv~ employment of any n1en1l>er of t i1e church. Ir is re
pr>at(Jly enjoined upon all. Heb. iii. 1 2. 13. '' 'fake he~d, 
'' brethren, left there be in any of you an ~vil heart of unbelief,, 
'' in '!eparting from the livi g God. But exhort one anotl;er 
'' daily, while it is callc:d to.uay i left a11y of you be bardtned 
'' tnrough th~ dcceitfulnefs of fin.'' Ocie great end, indeed, for 
wl1ich Cl1riftians were com111ancled h:ibitually to aff'emble, was~ 
that they n1igl1t have fiated opporr11nitit-s for mutual exhorta
tion. Hc:b. v. 25. 1' Nor forfaking the afic:c11bl1ng of ourf~lves 
'' together, as the ananner of fome is, b11t e.-.:horti11g one a11othe1·; 
'' anJ fo muc_l1 the n1ore, as ye fee rhe Jay approaching.'' 

'fhis mean of propagating tl1e Gof pel potr~ff'es great variety 
and force. It comprehends all tht: \Vinning influence ot in ... 
treaty; all the balm of confolation; all tl1c: energy of expo• 
fttalation, 3nd reatoning ; all the falutary fcvr.rity of j11ft re
buke. In the Chrifl:ian churcl1, it is mor,·o\·er flrengtl1ened by 
the endearments of brotherly love. Above all, it is carried 
hou1e to the heart, by tl1e autl1ority of God's word; by r he 

power 
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power of the love of Cl1rifi, \vhich conflrainctl1 l1is peopl::-; and 
by tl1e operation "'itl1in them of tl1e Holy S1>irit, \Vl10 is ca!i<:d 
the Comforter, tl1c Monitor, tl1e Exl101·ter. 

Under the general J1ead Speech, \Ve mull alfo take notice of 
7Jt'achi11g. Bet,vcen this exercil~, and prcacl1ing, tl1ere is 1111 

chvious difference, \Vl1icl1 is wortl1y of ren1ark. l'rt-acl1ing is 
iin1ply a prc;clan1ation of tl1c glad tidings: 'l"eacliing, ag<tin, is 
an explanation of our need of a Saviour; of tl1e q11.1Ji!ic;1tions 
of J efus C!1rifr, for f ufiaining that character ; and of tl1e vario11s 
cluties inct1n1bent trpon Chrifrians; and it coinprehends C\'cry 
ki11<l of inflrt1Clio11 for informing tl1e ignoratlt, confuting gz:n ... 
f.-iycrs, a11ll leacJing believers fron1 tl1e firfi principles of CJ1ri
flianity, througl1 all tl1e ·intern>ediate fleps to tl1e perfect!on cf 
kno\vledge. Announcing }Jul>licly tl1e kingdom of Cl1ril1, coinc:s 
:il\l'ays, in fcripture, un(1er tl1e denon1inatio11 of Jlreacl1ing; b11t 
no moral infiructior1s, or doCtrinal explanations, are evc:r Jo de
nominated. 'I'J-:us, tl1e fermon on tl1e l\tlount is called te11chi11g 
by tJ1e evangelift : '' He opened his rnoutl1, ancJ t1111ght tl1cm, 
'' faying.'' '' And when Jefus 11ad ended tl1efe f.'lyings, tl1e 
'' people \Vere afionifhecl at his doctrine, for he ta11ght then1 as 
'' one l1:tving autl1ority .'' In like manx1cr, 1l1e infiru€tions, 
wl1icl1 Cl1rift gave by parables, are called teacli11g tl1e peo1>le, 
not preacl1ing to tl1em; and tl1of~ given to 11is a11ofi)es, in pri
v11te, l1ave the fame appellation. 'fJ1us alfo \Ve find te~1cl1ing arid 
preacl1ing difiihgui!hed, in Acrs xxviii. 3 1. \vl1ere it is faid, that 
Paul ''preached the kingdom of Go•!, ancl ta11gl1t thofe things 
'' ''·l1ich ~oncern tl1e Lord J cf us Chri fr.'' W !1cn men \Vere fC!nt 
to preach, tl1c \vords \.\'C1·e put into tl1cir moutl1s; but we no 
'~·here find fuch '111 order as, '' 'f ~aclJ, fi1ying,'' \vl1cre tJ1e cxprefs 
\vords are prefcribed. It \Vas neceifary tl1at te11cbi11g fl1oulcl 
diflC::r in manner accorcling to the occafion, and be fuited to tl1e 
cap;1citjes arid circumfiances of t:1e perfons to be taugl1t. A ta· 
Jerit for <liverfifying our mode of infiruction, fo as to rra~ke it 
generally t1f~ful, fcen1s to be one principal tl1ing meant by tJ1e 

. pl1rafe, '' a1;t to teacl1 .'' But no \.·ari~tion v:as ncceifary, or 
even pro1Jcr, in p1·t·ac/Ji:1g, \vl1icl1 \Vas no in ore tl1an tl1e public 
no~ificat:on of fafts. ·r11ef~ t\vo tl1ings, indeed, are fometime:; 
fc,u!1d in fc:r!i>ture ccuplcd togt:t!1cr ; a11<l the rcafon fcems to 
be, tJiat tl1e t,·t1c/Ji ''~t: \V<IS com 111onl y, if not al ways, introdltced 
l1y announcing the rvlt:fli<tl1, \VJ1icJ1 alone \'.·as prtachi11g tl1e 
(;nf1)cl. 

rfl1e{e remarks on tl1e diffi~rcnce bct\\'Cen teacl~ing and prcacf1• 
ing, lead us to repeat one of our obfcrva1ions. 'J~l1e 1>ron1ife 
of fal\•ation acco111panies tl1e prt'acht•tl Gofpcl. It does not im
n1e<liately refer to tl1e leac/.Ji11g, u11dcr wl1ici1 are compre11endtd 
a \•ariety of ltffon~, fo1ne fin1pl<.>, · but otl1ers fublim,~, and re .. 
<fuiring '' ft-n!es exci·cifcd to diJcern botl1 good ant! evil.'' 'l,fii~ 

3 obicrvation 
• 
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obfervation does not Jdfen the importance of the teaching. 
Without information, there can he 110 fait!1. Preaching im
plies teaching to a certain def?ree. 'I .. ~e firft leifon of t~e Gofpel 
is contained in the proclainataon of it. But to kno'v facts, wl11cl1 
almoll fpeak for th~mfc:lves, little more is nect:ffary, tl1an tJ1at 
they be diftinccly told. No _great k~owle<lge, tht:r.:f~re, is re
quifite, in order to our.profiting ut firjl; by tJ1e preaching of tl1e 
Gofpel. '!"he glad tidings may be declared \Vitl1 fi1ccefs, to Je\v 
and Greek, to Barbarian and Scythian, t~ bond and free. 
Knowledge, however, muft be increafed. 'fl1e teachi11g con
nected with the Gofpel, is as r1eceffary to our tpiritual improve
ment, as the pr~clanzation of it is to our f piritual life. Hence, 
'' precept muft be upon precept, and line upon line, 11ere a little, 
'' and there a little;'' and Chriltians are exhorted, '' as ne\v-born 
'' babes, to defire the fincere milk of the word, that they may 
'' grow thereby.'' 

For tl1eir infrruCl:ion, the mofr abundant provi!ion l1as been 
made. '' The tefi:imony of the Lord is fure, n1aking \•1ife the 
'' fimple .. '' He hath ufed fimilitudes, and J>arables, and drawn 
illuftrations from the mofr familiar objeCl:s. l{is apofiles I1ave 
ufed great plainnefs of f peech ; and 11!;; fervants, in every age, 
are required to be '' gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 
'' in meeknef:; infiruCting thole that oppofe themfelves.'' lle
fides thef~ advantages, there are exceeding gre2t and precious 
promifes. If. liv. 13. '' All thy childre11 fha!l be taugl1t of 
'' God.'' John xvi. 13. '' \Vhen 11e tl1e Spirit of trutl1 is come, 
'' he \viii guide you into aJI trutl1.'' 

By means of the teacl1in~ here defcribed, men, formerly the 
mofr ig11orant and fooli1l1, can1e to kno\V '' the 011Jy true God, 
'' arid Jef.11s Chrifl 'vhom !1e l1ath ft-nt, \vhom to kno\v is erer11al 
'' life'.'' Out of tl1e mouths of babes and fucklings, God per
fl'.cte'd praii~. I-laving, \Vith adorable condefcenfion, brought 
uo\vn tJ1e lcflons to tl1cir condition, J1e fno,ved tl1e value of tl1ofe 
l~fions, by raiting them out of ir. No\v they fee . f·ace to face, 
arJd know as alto tl1ey arc koo\vn. As tl1e 1,eigl1t5 of fcience, 
here belo\V, mu ft be afcendcd, by fleps, from tl1e very tl1re!l1old 
of l~:irning ; even fo, tl1e ccl~ti:ial illumination of tl1e fpirits of 
jufr 111~n r11a(le t>trfcCt, had i~s dawn in tl1e fir!l: princi1}lcs of 
t11e oracle~ <)f God. 

'fl11.:f~ t~vcral ways of uling fpeecl1, fe<"m to be includPd in 
\vJ111t ii> cal!ed in tl1e New 'l"~Jtarner1t jJrcp.l:efvi11g. 1 Cor. xiv. 3 .. 
' ' 1-le tl1at pro1,l1eficch, f peaketh unto n1cn lo edification, anJ 
'' cxJ1ortati,Jr1, and con1fort.'' liur this gift fcen1s, moreover, 
to 11av~ cc;z1tained in it a po\ver of forcteliu1g t!1jr1gs future, 
~;nd <lcclaring, by imn1ediatc i11fpiration, t!li11gs tl1at \V'-re 11id
den. 

'l.h•:s was tl·1c gof1,el originally pro!>agatcd in tl1e \\·orld, by the 
\ OL. I. ll UL~ 
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11fe of S/J?crh. 'l"'l1e g111d ticlings \vcre fin1ply <t11<l folen1nly 1lccl11.-
1·t•1l, in t.l1e 11a111c of 1~1e Lor,J, ;1n(l in his \vords. Jn deliver;ng tl1is 
<lt:cl•iration, an appt:al \\':ls occafionally made to tl1c:: fcri1>tt1rcs, 
\VJ1.icJ1 \Vere J't!1td every 8;1bbatl1· Ja}·, in tile jC\Vi!}1 fynagoguc.:5, 
and aftcr\•,•ards in tl1e cl1urcl1es of Cl1ri!t. 'l,!1e JJTe<tching of 
tl1e Gofi,el \V:\s alfo acccJ111p;1nic<I by JJO\\•c1·f11l e:o:l101·trt!iv11.r to 
t l1e cl if ch ar·ge of duty ; a11d by t c11chi11g, \'. 11 icl1 w <1~ C!,I n1 in i · 
itert:J l1y me11, llLtt rc·g11I.tt c<.i by ~tie \\'or•i, <tIJl! rcr1Jerec.l cfl~ctu:il 
by tl1t: SJlirit of (;od. 1-Io\v <1Llmir:\uiy tl1efi: 1nca11s \Vere tuitc<l 
to tJ1e v;lrio11s firuaticJns of n1a11kin<l, tl1e i·~ri1nitive fucceis of 
tl1e Gofi>el atlor,ts a fuJncicr1t proof. Let an example fo deci· 
five, .ancl of fi1cl1 )1igl1 1t1tl1ori1y, r1ever be forgotrc:r1. 'l.i1c: dif
courft:s of tl10{~ \Vl10 acc ~lS minif.ters of tI1e Gc,f pel f!1ou!<l con1-
prehe11J ~ill tl1c ex•:rci 1·~s ot· SjJt!L'1·L1, \'1 l1 ial1 \Ve 11a vc been ei1<lea
''ouri11g to illuflr-ate; tl1ey tl1oul<t be forn1ed upo11 t lie prin1i
tive n1<1J.:I, an,.1 'lrrangctl accorJing to tl1t: order \var1·ar1te<l by 
tl1t: \vo1·<l of God. 
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[Tl1c follo·.vi11g L!::T·rr.;R is from a I't:riu11 \vl10 ,,·as 011cc a11 .. 4.cTcr., l.:ut 

\.•1110 no\V de fires to go abroz.d as a i\I!sstclN AP. f. It \'r'as f•:11t to a 

Gentleman i11 Edinl>urgh, a11d gives an intcre{ting .'\ccount of the m:?11. 

ner in \•Jl1icl1 tl1e \';' 1·itcr \'.:as brougl1t tu !-"~110\v tl1.! g1·:!c.:e ct· God in 

trutl1.] 

n·I y DEAR S1R, Lee(!J, A/Jri/ i 796. 

REcf:IVEJJ y<Jt1r very friendly a11d affl'Cl:ic>r1;1tc letter, a11J 
beg lc:a\'e co oflt:r i;1y grateful ackno\vl~dgc111cnt3, for tl1e 

\'try l::in,J concern \\'itl1 \vl1icl1 )'OU intcreft yourf\;lf in n1y 

atlairs. I feel more tl1;;n 1 c;1n poffibly exprcfs ; I r1c\·er c.Jur1t 
hope for fucl1 fricn<ls, ;is tl1c I ... or<l l1;1s gracioufly r~1i1l:J U(>, to 
1erve _n1e; it encourages <.i11<.I anin1ates my hopi:s; I no\v fc:cl 
eftabiifhed i11 the belief, that tl;e Almighty has \vorir.: for n1e t<J 

do. I \v;1vert'cl l1eforc; indeed ftro11g doubts an<l fc:=ars prevail
ed; but [jocc 1 received }'OtJr encouraging letter, I l1ave poifc11~. 
ed a firn1 affi1rancc; tl1;it l iJ1all, tl1rougl1 n1ercy, L>~ fou11d \VOrtl1y 
to f pend, and be fpent ir1 t!1~ fcrvice of Jefus Cl1rift. \vl1cn I 
n1editatc on t!1e great rlii11gs tl1c S;i\•iui1r t.as cJ(Jile for n1e; 
what l1c fubmicted t<>, an<l fiiflered, to f:L,·c me fro111 tl1r: \Vratl1 
to con1c; ;,1r1d 110\v n1ucl1 I a111 bc11nd to devote in~· a!l to 11is 
fervicc; tivhcn t'ng<1ge<l in tl1cfe tl1cugl1t~, tl1e :fl•~'11e in 111y 

breatt, lcin,lled b:? tl·,e Sl1irit of GoJ, burns brigl11, lC>11fic.leri11g 
t!~e e;~rtherJ ,·tifel \vbicl1 cor1tains it, a11<l I long to be cng;1geJ 
ir1 !~:s \'Jork; I ar<.iently p<ltlt for abiiity '111!.l 01>1Jo1·tu!1i1y to 

. prccl;.ii1n the jO)' f ~l l~c\\'!> of f~ti •:at ion, and ~t t!111es Cilfl Jor>k 
<low ti 

• 
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down witl1 conte1npt on e\•cry e1rthly comfort, on e•ery {ub
Junary enjov1ne11t, C\'Cll on lif~ it!i~!f, a,t; not dear to me; arid fi-e-

ger.5 an<J <lafi:c11lt1es, ffJT rJ1e !~011rJur ,,f rriy D~v;r1c Jtlar .. cr .. 
'l.l1is is fo:!1ctl•l~ts till! frame of sny fj,ir;s, \vo11ld it were ;.f .. 

t\•:ty'.; :!111s , t~i1t, ala:; ! f~ars an1J 11nl1~lit'f. tc,,J f s-C'J'Jently prc\·~iJ ; 
but I t!Ja:;~ (.;c>ci. rJ1:1t i11 g~~n~·r,1! I ;>ufl~:f.s a ftea,Jy, f1ro1 dciire 
ar1<l i11renr i011 of <l::•.:orin~ n1yf 1:!f to l•is b:r fi:..:,J JC:r\o·icc, v:l•er1-
tvcr !1e fi1ail gr .ic!rJt;fly l'leaf~ to cap~cit11ze n1e for the v:ork, 
nnd by 11is, provi<l~r1ce a!1~I gr?.C'.! OJ'''r• a cloor fc;r n1:!. 'l'his 
J1apc 11ow •1nin1atcs n1e, a11•J I J1e1.irri;y pra}· to the J\lmit;h~y, 
ti1at it c:\·er may. I '''iii nnt cl1111li;, f(1r furciy tl.c J~,,rd J1:itl1 
given n1'! t!1cft: clefires; a11<l rJot <.11ily lo, b11t lie kc<:ps ri1cn1 
alive, ?.r1cl frrcr1~~tl1ens tlienJ, lJy rai~ii;g up fJ·i~nds to c·ncourage 
~n<J :1fi11i r11~, I frequtntly reflect 11i'o11 my pre1cnt fituation, as 
to a;>1>earance every way cafcul~lted to GiJ1np my l1opes ; it has 
pr,)ve<i a l>;1r to my acceptance of an advantageous prc1pof6111 

f'or pro!~c11tir1~ my fl.udics; and it iz ,:ery unfz•:,1urabi~ for my 
1Jliri:u:iI i:i11>rovcmcnt; :;·c:t I doub: r1rJr bu~ ti1at l l!1all, t\·en ir1 
tliis l!f~, f'..:e tl1c \vifd,)t?1 of (;cjd, in piacin;:~ me where I a1n. 
I pr;1y fo:· r{:f:gn:ition to J1is •.viii in 2ii t!1ings. 

l no\v confider myf{:Jf in ?. great mi~~fi1re as cng~gcd for tl~e 
'vork 011 •11J1ich my h~art is f~t. ()i1 ~ tlJat the J ... ord 1nay give 
me 11ealtl1~ ftr~:1gtl1, a11<l a f pirit of perfi:verancc in tf1e caut-c. 
I dread notl1jng fo mucla as growing culd and indiff~rcnt. I 
befeecl1, y1>u, Sir, remember n;c frequc11:!y at a t!1rone of grace, 
for tJ1cnc':! alone I can expecr fircng:!1. 

Y ot1 1;rove to me t!1at }'OU f.~cl ir1tcrefred in my f pi ritual as 
\veil as temporal concerns, by \•:iiJ1ir.g me to i11fc,rrr1 you of tJ1e 
l\·ay in wh~cJ1 tl•e J"'ord l1a' de;s!t •1iri1 n1•:, in brineing roe to a 
kno\vle<lg~ of J1i::, trutl1. I rnight a.r1i\.1cr in a fc~; \vords, tha: I 
lcarccl}' k11c>\v 11rJ\V ; but b!eil;.:<l lJe GoJ, one tl1ir1g I do kno\v-, 
ar1d my foul rcj".Jiccs in t11t: kno,vi~,Jge, tl1at '' \•1hereas I was 
'' blind, now I fee.'' Tl1ere we: re no vc:ry (triking circcm
fianccs attending my ci1anr,e ; for J J1al'e been dra\".-n by fio\V de
grees, \vitJ1 tJ1,: {'orJs of lrJ\'t•, anti v1itl1out tl10!.: violent emo
tions of d<~fp:tir, l~orror, ancl extreme diftrefs, \•:l1icl1 l1::ve mark
(!(l t!1e co11vt:rfi<'n of n1arJ}'• 
. I f11all, 110\vever, tl1rot1gJ1 tl1e I~ord's affifta11ce, endeavour to 

gave Y{JU a f:iit l1ful rel a: irJn of t!1e n1oft material circumftances 
atten<li11g my fi>iritual birtl1. 

l\fy motl1cr (v1J10 is yet living) \Vas brougl1t to a knowledge 
of tl1c trutl1, \vl1cn I \\'a5 a child, of courfe, wJiile I was 11ndc::r 
J1c.r cai·c. 8f1e kept me a corsfranc attc11<la11t in a place of wor-
1h111 ; an'I tJ1o~g!1 a very \vicked l1:J, I was oftt'n jn tcar5 cluring 
the greater p;!rt of t11e f.:rr11on. \VJ1at my feeii•1gs then were, I 
cannot no·,·1 pr!:tend to fay ; it is certairJ, if I had any convic-

JJ 2 tions 
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tions, they \Vore off foon after I left tl1e cl1apel. I continued 
witl1 my mother till I was fo11rteen ye;1rs of age, (my fat lier 
die,l wl1~n I \v;1s about ten), wl1en I \\'ent into tl1e navy, where 
for four years I wallo,ve<l in every fink of uncle;1nnefs, and in
fan1y, and lived i11 tl1c confiant l1abit of every vice:. 111 tl1e 
year 1783, tl1e end of the \\•ar, I retur11e<l to Lo11,lo11, an<l foon 
after \ve11t into a cou11ting-l1ot1fe, \\'l1ere I re111;1i11e<l till t11e 
year 1790; \Vl1en I broke rl1roug,l1 111y long co11fi11e111t'nt, and 
commenced aCl:or. About tl1e clc.1e of 1 7y2, I was at I-lull witl1 
the York co1nedians, wl1e11 1 qt1ar1·elle<.l \vitl1 all tl1e pcrforn1ers, 
in confequence of having \Vritten teverely on tl1eir ieveral pro .. 
feffional abilities. This left n1e aln1ofi: \Vitl1out compa11y, \vl1ich 
i11ducetl me to look carelefsly into a book, \vhich Jay in tl1e 
room wl1ere I lodged ; it \Vas ~l1erlock on 1Jeatl1. As I pro
ceeded, it engaged more and n1ore of my attention: before I had 
:finif11ed it, I found my mind in1prefl~d \Vith a fenfe of the necef
j'ity of 111y fpeedy repenta11ce, lt:fi deatl1 fl1ou!J overtake i11t: in 
my fins. I confidcrt:d repentance as a11 <let e11tirely in n1y O\Vn 

po\ver to effett \vl1en I plea1ed, an'l \vl1i~l1 I J1aJ ofcen tl1ougl1t, 
'vhen tl1e ftings of confcience 111;1t.ie me tl1ot1gl1tft1l, I \vould fe .. 
rio11il)' fet about befo1·c I dieli; lJut I no\v detcr11iineJ i1111ne-

. diateiy to prepare n1yfl"lf; ancl for tl1at er1,1, \Vt'nt conltantly to 
cl1urcl1, begrtn to rea<.l tl1e Bil:Jle, ;1ncl, \vl1en ir1 bed, prayed for 
proteCl:ion dt1ring tl1e nigl1t. I frill, 110\\•ever, kept fall Jiold of 
all' n·1}' fins ; the th~atre \Vas Ol}' delight, gan1ing t'ngage<l n1y 
tl1ougL1ts <lay and 11igl1t; and •1ltl1ougl1 tl1e in1preffions I J1ad re· 
ceived convi11ced 1;i1e tl1efe tl1ings \Vc::1·e \\'1·ong, yc::t I faw tl1em 
:1;1ot· in tl1eir true colours. I kne\v notl1ing of tl1e evil nature of 
:fin, nor of tl1c vilenefs of 1ny o\vn l1e1.1rt. 'fl1us, I \vent careleis
ly on, for about t\ve!vc n1ontl1s, \Vl1cn I 11eard l\ilr Milner of Hull, 
Oitl Ci1u1·cl1, rccon1mend to l1is l1e•1rers l\lr 1-Iervc'''s .. fl1eron and 

• 
Ali1ai.io. A n1011tl1 or t\•:o after'\varc..ls, about l\larcl1 1794, I 
<>btai11eli it, and gave it a ferjous and <1trentive pcrufal, a11<l tl1e 
l,orcl \\'as pleafe<l to acccn1p3ny it \viri1 his bleffi11g. · I \vas en
abled, in fon1e meaf ure, by reading .it, to un<lcrfta11d feveral of 
tl1e leading features of tl1e Gofpel, 1·ef1Jeeting \vl1icl1 I was for-
111erly in tl1ick darknefs; fucJ1 as, man's f,1llt:n ancl depraved con
<.litio11, J1is utter i1labilicy to clo any tl1i11g fpiritt:all)· good, the 
1.11erits of Jefus, l•is atoning blootl, i1is juftifying righteoufnefs, 
tl1e \vork of t!1e Spirit ii1 qi.1ickening <lea<l fouls, fl11!\\.·ing tl1em 
their finfulnef.c, le11ding tl1em to Jefus, 1ancrifying tl1cir nJtt1res, 
~nd mak~ng tl1em new creatures : anJ here I learnecJ, tl~3t it \Vas 
:ill free 2nd unmeritecl ; tl1at its origi11 was tl1~ eve1·lailing lo\'e 
of Gou ; <ind that it '''<ls befto\ved on finners, the worft of fin
ners. All tl1efe I beiieved to be great ancl important trutl1s; yet 
~hey did not fo po'''erft1lly aff~a n1y heart, as to enable me to 
fori:1ke n1y i!~1s. ~ could not no\v reli!l1 or enjoy any preacl1ing 

· but: 
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but fuch as accorded \Vitl1 Mr Hervey's fentiments, which, on 

God. My attendance, therefore, 011 public w_orfh1p, \vas not 
now coniine<I to tl1e cl1urcl1, but \Vas removc::J to a11y cor1grega
tion where I thougl1t tl1e Gof pel \VJS pre;1ched.. 1 coul1.l 11ot 

refrain ·fron1 freqt1ent pr.1yer; an(! oftt:n, in mucl1 <l~~refs, I 
cried for me1·cy, Lander a dl!el"' ft:nfc.! of 1ny lofl: cond1t1or!. l 
often wept fo1·ely, w l1en. on my k11et:s btfo1·t: G~(r, ar1J fo?1e
times rofe tip witl1 a J,veet aifurance, that Jt:ius \\las n11ne, 
and that I \\'ClS inct:refielJ i11 tl1e well-ordered coven;111t. rl~he 
Lord l1ere d~alt \Vitl1 me in a n1ol1: tender ancJ C<)ntpaffionate 
manner. I h<tve heard of perfons, \\'l10, under tl1eir firlt •1"·aken
inos, 

0

wl1en led to fee then1felves finners, and cxpofe<l to the 
,V;:'ltl1 of Go,J, have experier1cecl exrreme difirefs <lf- foul, bt:en 
driven almoft to def pair, and to cry out \Vitl1 Job, '' 'fhe ar
'' ro\vs of tl1e A lt11igl1ty are \vrthin me.'' But it \vas not thus 
with 111e. I \-Va:> no fooner convir1ceJ tl1at I \Vas a fir1ner, (I 
1nean fuch c\ conviction as 1nalces tl1e foul cry earneftly to God 
f·or dt::liverance), tl1an I l1eard of Jcfi.1!', <1nd of l1is llO\ver and 
willir1gnefs to 1:,vc finners ; anll I no f<,011er i1e1r<l of l1im, tt1an 
I \vas in f<)111t! 111ealure en<1ble<l to 1;1y, lie is n1ine, ancl to believe 
tl1at J1e clieci fc)r n1e; not witl1 tl1at fettlell 11e;1ce in believing, 
whicl1 I llO\V tl11·ough 111ercy generally enjoy, but fucl1 a degree 
of faith, as <lcli,·ered me f'ro111 t<i1·111cnring ft!ars, and tl1e mi1ery 
of defpair. l\·Iy grief -was now for n1~· fir1s, tl1ofl= tins \vhici1 
clung fo clo!i:; aroun<l me, tl1at 11otl1ing ihort of an Almighty 
arm could l1ave delivered n1e. 

I \vas no\v every <lay more ancl n1ore cot1vinced, that t!1ere wa~ 
an abf0Iute 11eceil1ty for 111y quirti11g tl1e 1r:~ge. I fa\v it '""CIS con
tr<lry to tl1e Cl1riiti1:1n life, 11r1ll I ~>J~a)·eJ fervently to be delivered 
fro1n it. I 11acl fori:1ke11 all 111y ope11l)1 fcanJ;1luus fins, except this, 
an<l gan1ing, and I \vent 011 i11ciulgi11g i11 bot 11 <1ga;r1fi the ligl1t 
'vl1icl1 fl1011e \vitl1in 111e, convincir1g :11e of their fl11fulnefs; tr'.lnf
greiling t:very d<1y, 1111(1 g1·ieving for n1y \\leaknefs every r1ight. I 
believe, l 11a<l 11ot cle;1r vie\\i'S c>f the e\1il 11at11re ot- fi11; I cli<l not 
iee it, in a!l its ugline!s anc.1 <lc::i·or111it)·, fi> as t<> f-lee f'rom it, as 
from t11e f,1ce of ;1 ferpe11i. I ccrtai11ly c.lid 11ot fee it in tl1e light 
I 110\v do, (rl1ougl1 no\V ''ery i1i1perfectly), f(>1· I tl1i1·1k a tl1oufand 
'vorl<ls '''outd not now te11'l~;t n1e to J)ttt 1ny l1ands to \VJ1at I tl1en 
did. 'l'l1anks be to'Go:..! for tl1is gre~1t <.!t::liverancc f I 11aJ fucn 
IlOOr vie\VS of t!1e fi,iritu;1liiy of· tile c:11·iftian life:, tl1at I fre~ 
'tt•ently ti1ougl1t, I n1igl1t continue in the theatre, an<l yet Jive 
free ~rom its contarninating influences; at otl1er times, wl1en by 
hearing or rea<ling tl1e \\'Ord of God, it ca~11e witl1 power, I f.1w 
the utter i1np(}!1Jl)ilit)' of ferving t\vo n1;1fters. I dreadetl tl1e 
tl1ouel~ts of leaving t11e 11old I had of .Telus, yet I \Vas Ioatl1 to 
part ~1tl1 the \\'Otl(I, I generall)1 1>offeii~<l a good ailurance tl1at 
• 

. the 
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-tl1e Lord would deliver me; I fc:ldom doubted of his having be
gun tl1e guol1 \Vork, and I \\":1s enabled to believe tl1at he would 
cnrr:· it on, but I l1ad not frreng~l1 to deny m~·felf. I found that 
Jl;1;-ting \\'ith tl1e !tage and g~ming, parti~u!arly the latter, would 

11c (luing a great violence to n1y1elf, and I had no idea of mor
tif;.·ing my iufi!'. (By gamir1g I alio 1nea11 an exceffive attach
n1ent to fuch an1uf~mt:11ts, s:!:nes, anr.l fports, as una\•oiJably 1t:<l 
to gan~ing, thougI1 I ,-.·as b}' TJaturc a g;1n1cfter). It plt!afe<l ti1e 
Lorcl to firengtl1er1 111':' (!ail)•, ir1 11?Jking tip n1y mind to leave· 
tl1e fr3~e; an,l in tl1e nio11tl1 c>f April 1 i95, a gentlen1an in tl1e 
l1abit of a profe11ion at York, matie n1~ ,.,,ry fair promifes of 
l1is be{t exertions to r~rve n1r~, if I V.'Otllll qt1it my prcfent wciy 
of livi11g. rrhefe pro111ifcs \t!tTC forgotten a}mofl: as foon as 
inadc. 'l'l1ey I1a<i, 110\•:i:vcr, c'n~ gooti cftl.8; for I imn1ediatc:ly 
ga"e notice ro the manar~1·r <.1f t:1e t!1eatre, tl1at I fl1ould lea\·e 
l1im at tl1c end of July tollo\•. ing; t11rce montl1s previous \varn
ing being necettary. On my coming to Leec.!s \vitl1 tl1e com. 
pan}·, t l>c beg inning of r1lJ ~·, I intnJec!ia::eJy attended on l\1r 
l'arlon's mi11iftr:.·, a11d r!1-: iirft difcourfe I J1eard \vas greatlj· 
blefte~l ro 111e ; it \\'as on 1 ... or's ca! l out of Scdon1; no fubjt'ct 
could be more allap::ed to n1y c:rc:;n~frar:ces an,J frame of n1in,J, 
tl1an cl1i;; \Vas. I fat concle~;1nei:!. I ,,.~s yet in Sodom, a11<l I 
11eard tl1e voice of Goc.I, i:i~·iri~·., '' C(Jffie out from an1ong tl1em.'' 
My l1eart \vas oppreflc<l \vit11 ~l.rief arid fhame, and not \Vitl1out 
terror, that I l1ad fo long ccJ11cinue<l in tl1e city of <lcfirucrio11, 
in oppofition to tl1at ligl1t a:i1l k110\\'lccr;c \vJ1icl1 11ad been given 
me of rny danger; and 11ad I i10i j1;ll: before given notice tJ1at I 
il1ould c1t1it tl1e flage, I O!ln !JcJtirive this fermon ~·ould J1ave 
been inftrumental in compellirjg me to it. rl,l1e effea it 11ad on 
nie \Vas fuch, that I could not re!ifi \':riring immediateiy to l\Jr 
Parfons, '''110 received me ''ery kin{I?:; anci aftecrionately, and 
11as e\•er fince been conftantly watcl1f:.1l for my ipiritual and 
temporal interefts. Indeed I loon felt n~)· heart fo much attacJ1 · 
e<l to 11im, on account of tl1e profit I experienced from 11is excel
lent miniftry, that I refolved to continue in Leeds, unlefs l'rovi
<lence t>articularly called n1e clfe,vl1e1·e. As I \Vas oblige<l to 
continue in the tl1eatre till rny time \\•as expired, an<l as tl1e va
nity of its pt1rfuits conft2ntly tended to <lra\v my 111ind aiide fror11 
f piritual concerns, I tl1ougl1t it utterly impoflii.>le to for fake n1y 
orher carr1al delights, \vl1i~e I was as it \vere cl1ai11e<l to tl1is • .l\iy 
11ope a11<l comfort \Vas, that \VJ1en freed from tl1e fiage, any 
otl1t'r finful indulgencies \vould go \vitl1 it; and I looked for
\VJrll \vitl1 much deligl1t to that periotl, \vl1cn I l1oped and prayed 
for a complete cleliverance from all t!1ofe tl1i11gs \vl1icl1 no\v 
l]efiro~1ed my peace, an,t kept n1e at a diftancc from God, whom 
I yet found, on examination, to 11ave infinitely t11e l1igheft 
I)l,1cc in 111y affeaions; for, I can truly fay, I l1ated the tl1i1Jgs, 

the 
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the indulgence of wl1ich I had ~ot fire~gth to. deny myfelf. 
Jc \Vas tl1e groffer part of me \vh1cl1 Jel1gl1ted 1n tl1e 'vorld; 
but the better part, that divine princi1lle \vl1icll tl1e Spirit of 
God had planted, hated. and abl1orred every evil \V~Y; a~d \v~en 
tliis better part predon11nated, my foul \Vas opprefied ~v1t}1 grief, 
and I poured out its forro\vs iii tears of penitence and anguitl1 be
fore Go,f, earnefiJy befct:ching 11in1 to deliver me ; arid I fre
quently felt affured, tl1at my clays of bondage \Vere al1nofi expi
red. At length the day came, tl1e 2otl1 of Jt1Iy lafi, \vhen I 
\vac; to quit the fiage; and a \Velcon1e day it was to nie. Fo: a 
\Veek or ten days after, I poffeifc:<l a f1.veet calm,. a peaceful reft. 
I rejoiced in tl1e goodnefs and mercy of God, for the great de
liverance lie had wrougl1t for ine. l\1y foul \Vas as a bird efca
ped from tl1e fowler's f11are; an<l, altl1ough deftitute of en1ploy
ment, I enjoyed a firm and unfJ1.1ken reliance on Providl!11ce for 
my fupport. It is true, I e;.1rne<l a trifle fometin1es, by means 
of miniature painting, \vhicl1 I had providentially taugl1t myfelf 
a fhorc time before, and \vhich no\v delivered us from abfolute 
\Vant. But, alas ! the ene111y of my foul !1ad reterved the hard
efi blo\v for tl1e laft: it now fc:ll on me; and fo defperate was its 
force, tl1at I thougl1t myfelf Iott for ever. He took me \vhen off 
my guard : I tl1ouglJ.t not of <langtr: I-laving removed from tl1e 
enemy's grounds, as J imagine(!, into a place of fafcty, I never fup· 
po!ed he would follow me, but confi<lered myfelf fecure from all 
11is attacks. 0 ! 'vhat but tl1e ftrong arn1 of tl1e Migl1ty God 
could have delivered me out of the l1an<ls of fo po\verf u! and 
f o fttbtle an enemy ? I-low vain l1uman fl:rength ! 1-Iow ineffec
tual human \vifdom ! The Lord permitted this fall, no doubt,. 
tl1at I migl1t ever after look to tl1e ftrong for fi:re11gtb. I was 
not wearied from felf, and felf-dependence. I had not yet learned 
rl1e hard leifon of felf-denial ancl mortification. I ufed to pray 
fervently to God, tl1at he would take a\vay tl1e love of fin, for 
I thought, \\'hen tl1is \vas <lone, it \vouIJ not prove a l1ard. taflc 
to fcrfa!~e it; but I did not detern1ine, in tl1e fi1·e11gth of tl1e 
Lord, to Jc:ny m}'ft'.lf in th~ inJulgcr.ce of any fin, e\•en ""l1ile a 
<lefire after it remained. About ten days after I quitted tl1e 
tl1eatre, an old affociate in foll}' calle_d on me, and prefli::c.l me 
to go \vith hi111 to our former place of an1ufement, tl1e bo\vling
green. I J1efitatt'.J, refufed, anc.l yec felt a fecret incli11ation to
go. In a few n1jnutes, the fatl1er of lit:s told me, there \vas no 
l1arm in exercifing myfelf for an 11our, if I cli<l not ir1dL1lc•e in 
gaming. '£his \Vas an artft1l attack; I con1plied, \vent t~ tl1e 
fcene of folly, \vent again, an'l in a fe\v days \\'as in tl1e <.lcprh 
of g<ilnbling and difiipation. 'fo atten1pt a true c.lefc1·if)tion ot
the fiate of 1ny n1ind at tl1is tin1e, \\'Ot1IJ be folly; it is i1npo1:. 
fible: '"fl1e clay paff"e<l in ftruggli11gs and <.ll:b;!tes btt\\·een the 
fltll1 and fpirit, \\'hich 1hould pre,·ail, and \vl1et!~e1· I. fl1oulc!, . 

• 
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when the evening came, retur11 to n1y folly or not : the old mari 
generally prevailed. I was very far from- being eafv, \v)1ile in 
the exercife of tl1c::fe vices ; I could riot help (rt:t.lut:nt ly exclaim
in_g, '' My foul, take not up thy rt'ft he1·e ;'' but w)1e11 I return
ed hon1e &ll nigl1t, my mind \\'as difiracred and tormented with 
confcious guilt. I ofcen looked upon n1yfelf as lofi forever. I al
ways went to my knees on my return, {on1etin1es \vitl1 n1uch 
earneftnefs, pleadiag hard for 111trC}', a11d tl1at the Lord 
would not c3ft me off for ever. Son1etimes I returned in a 
gloon1y and <lefponding fi:ate, withour the will or power to pray, 
but given up to fulle11nefs and infenlieility. Yet I "'as in al-
1nofi: conltant fear, left tl1e Lo1·<l G1ould fay of n1e as he did 
of Epl1raim, '' I-le is joined to idols, let him alone.'' In all my 
n1oft earnell: cries for fi:re11gtl1 arid Jeliverance, I felt a fecret af
~urance, tl1at I fl1011ld the next day retttrn to my folly. Tl1us 
I went on jLt1l: a n1ontl1, \vhen one evening on my return 11on1e, 
I found my v.pife mucl1 affiitl:e<l in boJy and foul : tbe was 
much ala1·111ed for 1ny eternal iafety; 111e fa\v witl1 great con
cern 110\v eriflaved I was ; fhe preif~d n1e to pray for her and 
myfelf. I <lid fo; and while calling on God, found <.leliverance 
was at hand. I was po\verfully and fully perfua<leJ, tl1at tl1e 
Lord \VOt1ld from that moment give n1e power to rc::fift, morti
fy, and fight againll: my fi11s. I knew lie would not permit me 
to fall again. I found myielf n1uch comfortt:cl, and conftrained 
to c1·y ot1t, '' Lord, thou haft conquered n1e, and tl1ou \Vilt, I am 
'' perfuaded, hencefortl1 give n1e ftre11gtl1 to de11y m)•felf, to 
'' take up n1y crofs, and follo'v tl1c;:e all n1y days ; '' a11d I an1·no\v 
confirainec) to praife and adore his rich 111ercy ancl love, \Vhicl1 
hatl1 preferved me e\•er fince. I am very f;,r fron1 tl1inking 
myfclf our of tl1e enen1y's rt!acl1: No, 11e too f1-e<1uer1tl)' atlat1lts 
me; but, tl1anks be to God, I 11ave been fupplied \\1itl1 grace ec1ual 
to my da}·· I J1ave not felt tl1e leatl: inclination to return to 
tl1e '''oriel. I ofte11 look back '''itl1 terror to i11y paft dange1·s, 
u•ith 1)r,1ife and tl1a11kfulnefs for 1ny great <leli\era11ce ! \VJjcn 
I refl~Cl: on n1y late extren1e ig11orance in the co11cer11s of my 
immortal foul, I am co11vincecl, tl1at notl1ing bt1t tl1e power of 
divine grace could l1ave wrougl1t fuch a cl1ange. Even afrer I 
\vas in fome ineafurc enlightenc<.I to <lifcc-rn f11iritual tl1ings, even 
then ho\v mqcl1 W'1S 111y heart fet on carnal p11rft1its. l\'.ly at
tacl1111e11t to tl1e ft<1ge \Vas excefii\·e ; , 111)' paflion for !~a11Jing in
~atiable, it \Vas tr11ly my darling fin f it l1elti 111e in bo11dage 
Jongeft, and coll n1e n:iore p~1r1gs in parting \\1 itl1 it tl1;1n a11y otl)l~r 
1in : it was int.leed a rigl1t C)'e, ~lntl I ofte11 ftan<l a11l<1Zell at n1y
jelf, n1entally exclai1ni11g, '' I-J:1vc I indl·ccl given up tl1efc: tl1ir1gs, 
in \V icl1 I fo 111ucl1 <.leligl1te<l.'' 0 f \\·l-..at t1101·t of Di\1ine 01n
nioe._1, 11Cf' could tl1us cl1a11ge my <lcfires, n1y afrccrio11s [ l\·lr 
l>ar!o11s \'\'~s 111ade greatly utcful in '1\\•akc1~ing me, and keeping 

111y 
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my convictions alive, 1>:1rt1cularly ir1 .tJ1is lafr dangerous fl:ate; 
anJ .,lri101~l1 ht' atldr~:tr::d inc fro1n tl1e ilulpit, yet it \Va!> ~n 
fo j11dic1ous, fo f"rieniJI)', y~t in to ttriking a way, tl1at I 111uft 
havl' been loft to all fcc:lin~, intlced, 11at1 it not taken eff'.~ct. 

'111us I J1av(, in a very fairit, incorrect, and I f" Jr tediou$ 
m.1n11er, .related ro you fometl1ing of tl1e \\•ay in w!11cl1 God 
man1tefr.-d L1is grec1t love to 01t:. I ti1i11k l1e began tl1e good 
\vork, ''1!1en I r1::11d Si1e1·lock on llcath, fo1netl1ing more cl1an 
four yt"ars pa11: ; and althougi1 it Wt'nt on flo\-v~y at firft, yt>t I 
blefs GoJ it \Vas going on, and is now going on. 1 a'n. 
every day, througl1 grace, 111ore anJ more acquair1ted w.itl1 my· 
felf, my extreme \Vt:a1'nt:fs, ignorance, and natural dct1ravity i 
and it is my daily prayt!r, tl1at I n1ay become more' acquai11t~d; 
w1tl1 ffi)•fe::lf, for J1ereby arn I led to a ffi!ire l111mble dep~11.ience 
on jefus my ~aviour. I love to be brougl1t to 11is footftool, ttS 
a J1c:lplefs, Jeflitute cre~1ture; for l1is it1timations of lilve, par1.ton, 
an1.J peace, wl1en in tl1at Jowly. it<lre, ar~ 111ore f\veet, .1i1ci dc:l1gi1t• 
ful to tl1e foul of a guilr y 1entible finner, tl1,,n ever \Vas a 
parJon of a11 ear~t1ly 1>rince to a conJt:mr1~<l rnalcf.tClr,r.. I "'as 
about tc::r1 \VC.t'.ks \vitl1out employ111ent afrer I lefc t11.: fiage, (ex
cept a trifle in tl1e \vay I hir1ted at btfc>re), ,vl1t'n I '""'s. prt•vi
ded \V'itl1 n1y prefent fituation. I agre~J for tl1rcc yc:11rs fr<lm 
tl1e 1 ft of Ja11uary lafi:. Soon after I \Vas tl1rou511 g1·ace en.1ol~d 
to give up the worlJ, l f~it a fec:ret artacl11ne11t to the wor~ of 
tl1t: n1inifiry. I contiJc~ed tl.1e minifrers of J::tus C11ritt ~ 
11igl1ly favoured men. I tbougl1t it a ble1fcd c::t1iploym~nt, to 
be ihewi11g finners the \vay of t:ilvatio11, and to be 11olding forth 
to thean tilt: riches of Jefus. I puc ti1is queftion trequer1tly 
to n1yfelf, ls there ar1y llope for 111e i I could 1ind none. lgno
rar1ce and \vt'akn~is \ve1·e i11lu1>eriibfc l1;1rs. A minifier fuould, 
I thir>k, pt.'ff~is 11igh qualificati<l11s ·It is a n1ofi impo1·tant of
fice. It is true, cl1c:: Lord car1, dnJ <.loes, raif~ up tl1c.: mott igno-
1·a11t CAn,J \Vt::ak~ a11d n1ake::s tl1en1 t1feful i11 l11s \·ir1eyarJ: we l1ave 
l1aJ 111,1ny prc,ofs of ic. 1"1y cvr.1icious inability kept ine from 
giving <1i1y encouragement to Ol}' J1opt:s, till I 11eard of tl1e Mif
iionary ~,,~-it'ty *, wl11cl1 \vas in Nt>vember lafl:: tl1en my deiire5 
\Ve::re incrcaled, a11d my 11opes encouraged; t"or as I tl1ought, 
I 11ever c.ould b, qualifitd to preach before a congrt:gatio11 i~1 
tJ11s · enl!ghtened country, fo I 110\v tho'ugl1t, t.l1at alrh-0ugh n~y 
atrai;111ler1ts were:: vc::ry ~>oor, yet if the Lord firengtiiened 111e 
\\'ii 11 zc ,tl a11<l perfev<~rance ir1 l1i$ catife, I n1igl1t be 111ac..le of 
fo:>>e uie amor1g t!1e unl1apl'Y unir1forn1etl l-Ie~1r i1en. 'Vitl1 tl1is 
vit:,v, I ;1pplitd to ~·1r 1 ... <>vei·: \\1l1at 1·0!?0\\'ell I nee<l 11<>t 1·e1)eat, 
as )'·ou a1·1:- already c.icquai11i(:J '~itl1 it. 'fl1e \vays of tl1c I ... or<l are 
a ~~r•:at t!tep; \Ve poor .finite creatures cannot f.ttl1on1 them 

Vo1 .. I. G I 
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I indulge not in grief or difappointn1ent, tl1at my defires are 
~ot yet gratified, for I know that n1y fi:cps are ordc1 ed by tlie 
Lord. 

I fon1etimes think it is ·only pref umption that inclines me to 
the work of the miniflry, for furely never any creature tl1at 
Ji~1d· thofe defires was more deftitute of ability tl1an I an1. '"J,J1e 
gift of utterance, or freedom of fpeecl1, in deli,·ering 111y fen
i:i,1nents, is poor and weak incleed : n1y k110\vleJge of Jj,;i:1r; 
things is extrt·n1e1y confined ; an<I I often tl1ink, that \Vert i to 
mc:=et with yourfclf, Mr Lo\'e, or any of my friends, to wl10111 

I J11tve made rny llefirt' known, and fhould be flUt to tl1~ trial as t(i) 

my knowletlge i1nd cap;1city. your (.li~a~1poi11rn1c::nt woul; be great 
indeed. Y t-t, under all rJ1efe difcouragements, my heart \\•ill 1n
clin~ to the work ; 'tis fi:r;1nge; but if the Lord has emplc1y111ent. 
for me, he can give PlC wifdom an<.t ftrt:ngth; a11d if nor, I n1u1l 
fub·111t t() ·h·~ will. . 

Your kind inq11iries rt-lative to my fan1ily, I ih:1ll alfo witlt 
ple<1f"ure anfwer. I married \vl1en I W<lS t\ver1ty-t\vo years of 
;tge, in the year 1788. My wife is a few years older tl1;1n my
felt • and I J1ave vc:ry good reafon to belit've, tl1at tJ1e Lord l1as 
~racioufly begun a go,>d work in l1er foul, altl1011gl1 but lately. 
A'!' lhc: h••S not been to notorir111fi~ wicked as myielf, the change 
is n<>t fo ftriking, although cerrain!y very t'\'ilient; and it is w1tl1 
much plc:-t1fure I fay, in ant·,, t'r to } our q11t-fiion, it is n1y real be
lief, that fue does· 1ove rhe L<>rd jt'fus; :lhe pr::1ys for a grc:-ater 
knowledge of him, and n1ore fa1tJ1 i11 l1im, an<t \Ve generally il>Ve 
what we dc:firc to po1ft'f~. St1e is n1ucl1 affi1cteti in the bouy, 
\\'hich makes her f~arful of meering tl1e dangers of tl1e {ea, and a 
foreign fhore : But, I trl1{\, tl1e Lord \Viii io ·inf pi re her luul 
with gratitude and love to him, for hi:, great com1>aflion for ht'r, 
in dying that lhe might live, tJ1at lhe will not thi11k ev~n her 
lift: dear, if fpent in his fer\'ice, and for his caute. I ha\·e but 
Orit' child, a lad near eight years of age. I cigain beg of you, 
:i1r, to pray for rn~, that I may not, tl1rough the corruption~ uf 
a. "'1l·ked 11eart, do any thing to difappoint my frienus, or br111g 
difgrc1ct' on the religion of· Jefus Cl1rifi:. rfh~1t yo11 may ptli1C-is 
that joy and peact- in believing. wJ1ich pe11feth cill l111derftand111g, 
is tl1e finccre prayer of JOUr atfeltionate brother in tl1e Lord 
Jef.._s. · · · 

• • w. s .. 
• 
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[.:l'he following Propofal was offered to tl1e S:>CIETY at EotNBUR.Cff fat 
·· AiloLITION of the SLAVE 'rRADE. It is no,v, by particular defire, ex• 

tracted from a Note fubjoined to the tl1ird edition of a SER.MON oli 

ALl\ts, by SAMUEL CHAR'rE&s, D. D. Minifter of \ViJton, and fub'"' 
mittt:d to the confideration of M1ss10NAR.Y SocIETIEs.] 

r 0 purcl1aft! a nun1ber of the moft pro111iling young flaves; 
eitl1er from African traders, or froan t1arf 11 mafiers, witb· 

a view 1. 'fo malce tl1cm free; which, if the fche111c went no ' . 
farther, \Vould at leafl: di1ni1aith tl1e fu'll total of fl t•ery, and 
its attendant miferics in the 'vorld. 2 ·ro give ch~1n educa. 
tion fuited to tl1eir capaciti~s, and fo t!nablt." tht'nl further to 
avail themfelves of their refiored libt!rty. , 3· To give tht'olo• 
'-'teal education to a few of the b~ll q11alifit:tl, fome of who01 

trade fhould be abolifhed in Britain, ,vJ1icl1 is yet dounttul, this 
'voul<l be a proper fequcl to tl1e aholition. It would tend fur
t·her to convince tl1e negroes, tt1at there are wl11te men in the 
world of different <lif11ofitions from tl1ofe which they l1ave hi
tl1ertCi> feen and felt. It wolald b~ tl1e beginning of a r~para• 
tion for .tl1e '''rongs tl1ey have futfered, for aboli1hir1g the trade 
is only ceafing to <lo evil. It wo11ld be a ftcp in the progress tO• 
ward that period when all men fhall be free. In the mean tam~, 
the execution of fucl1 a plan would occupy many free men in 
aaive benevolence. 
Fo~ raifing the neceffi1ry fund, a voluntary contribution migl1t 

be tried ; and if tl1e fcJ1c111e be tl1ought worth prolecutiilg, a1>pll
cation fl1ould be made to tl1~ Gc11eral Aff"en1bly, and to all the 
ftCl:aries, to ;1ppoint a colle&ion. Tl1e publifh1ng and recom-
1nending it fron1 pulpits, would draw attenti<>n to the ft1bjelt. 
lt \voul<l a'vaken humar1ity, and tacitly ~eprove ~very domt·ftic 
violation of it among ourft·lves. It would teach tl1e value,· 11nd 
clierilh the love of l.iberty. 111 tl1e l1c:art of every contrib11tor 
to ranfom flaves, !!I gent'rous fpark would kindle. E'·en if tl1e 
<ltten1pt \Vere ~1t prefent confineLl to :icotland, and tl1e fe\v flaves 
tl1at could be pu1·cl1afed brougl1t l1ither for infirufl1on, untler 

· tl1e direllion of your Society, it would be an exen1plary begin.a 
• n1ng. · . 
It is glad news to the Chrifiian, tl1at an aCl: for emancipating 

fi;1ves has pa1fed in America; and fl1e now urtcrs l1er conjura• 
• 

tion to every Chrifiian co11ntry where the flave-trade fiitl t'Xifts. 
-'' By all the attributes of the Dc-itv wl1icl1 are offended by this 
• • 

111t1uman traffic. .By tl1e union of our wl1ole fpecit's in a com-
mon ancefior. and by all tl1e obligations which rrfult froan it,. 
Bj' tl1e apprel1t:nfion and terror of tJ1e j·ighteous ve11gca11ce of 
· C2 G~ 
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Cod in n<1tion~I jt1dgt>ments. l~y tl1e ccrt;a111t) <>f the great a11d 
a,vful d11y of retribution. liy tl1e effic;1cy of tl1e prayt'r~ of 
goc>d men, which would only ivfult the n111jc-fty ot Hea,c11, if 
otfc:rt<f up i11 behalf c>f our .country, \Vhile the iniquity '"c: Je .. 
plore. continut's ;1mc>ng us. By. the:: fantl-ity of tbe Ll1r1fti<1n 
name~ By tile plt:<1ft1rcs of llomt'fi:ic c<>nnections, ~ncJ rJ1e pangs 
\Vhich atten<l tl1eir <.tifft>lution. Bv the c;1privity anll fuJferi1lgs 
of 011r hrethren in A lgit'rs, wl1icl1 fet'm to be i11tcnltt'd by D:i
~ine P1·ovic.lt'nce to CJ\\•akt·n us to a ft·nft' of the injuflice and 
crt1c~lty of dor1n1ir1g our Afr!can bretf1rr:n to perp~tu•1l fl,1\ery 
and. mifery. By a rt'gard ro cor1fiftt'ncy of principle and con
duct, wl1ich f.l1011ld n1ark tl1e citizt!ns of a r~put,lic. Hy the 
metgn;tude an1..l intt11fC-11eis <'f our dc:fires to pro111ote tl1t" 11~11.,pi
nefs of tl1ofe millions of intelligent b(!\ng!i, who \viii prot"<tbi)· 
cover this imn1enfe co11tii1t:nt \Vith ratio11al life. And hy e\ t'ry 
otl1er confideration tl1at reli6ion, reafon·, policy, and 11uma1>ity, 
can fuggell !'' 

A11 AccOUNT of tht S11 e1·i11gj ofjo111e l\1oRAVIAN SET'l'L£-
, 
MENTS Abroad, in co1ifefJ11e11ce of the pi·ejetJt War. 

' 

['Che following ExTRACTS are ~aken from Letters of a l\ioRAVIAK SISTF.1t 

. at Fµlnc:ck, near Leeds, to a Friend in Edinburgh.] 
, 

. , A .1 . . HAT do you t11ir1k of tl1e tin1ei= ? I 

dear, J,ow well ~re ,,.t: off, that we kriow fome litrl~ of our great 
intertft we 11t1ve in our dear l .ord I It feems as if he were 
pouring his judgements up~,-. a wickect "'orld. He is a juft God, 
and, ah I how '"t>ll t9r us f a merciful High Prieft, \vl10 is 
toucl1ed with the ft-c:ling of our infirmitiei::, and will not iuifer 
us to be tempted above wl1at \\'e are able to bear, but \viii witl1 
~l1e ,tempt" 1 ion alf o make a '''ay for tis to t"tc;ipe ; f<>r l1e 
doth not afll 1cr willingly, nor grieve tl1c children of men. Let 
us keep· our confidencr fixed firn1ly on the Rock of ages. \\'hen 
Wt= hear of \Vars, and run1011rs of \\'ar5, tl1en 'P.'e need not be 
troubled, for we ar«: fafc:: undt'r tl1e fl1ado\v (1f J1i~ \\•ings. Not 
all hair of our l1ead~ can fall to tl1e ground, without tl1e \viii of 
our heavenly Farl1er. 

W.e want '7ery 111uct1 to hear from our dear bretl1ren and 
iiflers ir1 Holland. Tl1e latl acc<)unt \\'e l1ad from thrm was of fa
nuary 16t 11, two <Jay!' l.,efore the Frl-ncl1 er1teret.i Utrecht, \\'hicl1 
is un1y feveri n1iles f1·•)n1 · l1f' cr,ngrtgation in Z1~ft. The 7tl1 
and 8th of J anuar)·, tht:y J1ad fome anxi~ty on account of thc:ir 

hearing 
• 
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nearing the cannor1s anlf n1l1fk:try "lay ~•11.I 11 gi11 fi··in~, ht1t t\fO 
.J1,,11 rs \V,1lk trc>111 tl1e111. 011 the 16111, t!1c-\' :.L·11· •. I tt1at tl1e 
all.et! arnlit:S J1a1.I Jtft (-t:..:ll.i11d 1 and tJ1,,t'a)I C"Olllffi\JOic;1t.ion WulJld 
be <l1reflly 110111lecl. '['i1is diftrf'tfr·d tl1t>n1 t'XCtel;ingly, as tf1ey 
'\\•ot1lli not be al>!~ to let an)· congrt:g.1ti<>n kno\v l1o~v tl1ey 'v~re. 
rJ,lli!-, indcec.l, f1;1~ bc::eJl fo OIUCh tt1e c;1fe, t!lat \\"e l1·~ve not hF;trd 
one \Vord from tl1en1 fince the French entt:red HollanJ. 'Ve 

• 

arc ;1nxioufly \Vaiting to 11ear fo111etl1ing fron1 tl1em. 
Neither can \Vt: l1ear any tl1ing from f\Te'i.v-TY'ied, \Vl1ict1 con

gregation, \Ve fuppofe, is alfo in great trouble. M•1y our dear 
Lord preferve tl1eir lives, an<l tl1cir confic1ence firmly fixed on 
him. ,.fl1eir pro1Jerty, I do not (!c,ubt llt1t tl1ey will lofe. I wifi1 
tl1ey may be: able to get the nece1T1r1es of life!. 

Our dear 1-Ie11tllt!n co11gregarions i11 the v,r efl: Indies are alfo 
in a critical 1'rt1ati(ln. l\tJ:1y our dear Lord allo kt:~p 11is kind 
fhepl1erd's liand oyer thofe clear bl11ck folf,s; yea, o\·e1· all his 
cl1ildren i11 all parts of tl1e \\'Orld ; ;1n<l inay lie grant, tl1at tl1efe 
times of diftrefs -may prove tl1e means of n1any tl1oufands of 
fo~ils feeking and fin(ling fa) vat ion in him, our bleffed ! .ord. 'l,his 
I l1ope, and r1:ally belil·ve, \vill be tl1e cafe. 

--OBohe1· 2 5tl1, J 795 Concer11!ng out." dear congrega .. 
tions \\•l1icl1 are ar p1·t''~· n< (lift rt:'if~<.1 on ?.ccotint of tl1e \¥ar, tl1ey 
1111\•e been in great trl1ublt·. Zitft i11 I-Ir:1llar1d i1as been parrly 
plun<leretl, arJd fever<ll (if tl1e b1·l'.t l1r<:'n <lnll fifiers have 1,,.er1 i11 
g1·~at danger of tf1eir li\•es, \vl1er1 tl1e E11gliil1 army \Vas o~ligec.l 
to leave tl1en1 to tl1e Frf"ncl1. 1~:1cy C:Jre now q11iet, l1ave a 
French ~nd Dut&.:11 gu.1r<l to ~1rotect t·l1em fron1 robbers, b11t 11ave 
been great loters i11 tl1eir 11r(lpert)1 • I fL11)pof .. e tl1at \vill ftill be rl1e 
caie, till tl1ings are fettlt·d, anc.l 1 l1r>)· kno\v \\'hat 1ort of go"l."e1·n
mt'nt tf1ev are to li\·e ur1<ler i11 f:1ru1·t' • 

• 

Ne\v- 'V1c:d l1as fufft'.1·e,t 11·111c·l1 dt1ring tl1e time of tl1eir be~ 
ing betlveen t'''O fires, tl1e F1·er1cl1 ·on one fide, arid Auflri;1ns on 
tl1e <Jtht."r; but \\'e J1a\'C not l1car1I tl1at ait)' li\•es l1ave been loft, 
~l10L1gl1 tl1ey 11ave bet'n in great dange1·. On~ fifier \Vils firti11g 
in l1tr r'lo111, \virh 11cr yo11ng cl1ilcl in J1er 1111J, and a canr1on-ball 
hl11·ft i1110 • t1e room, and fle\V clcfe by l1er; lltit neith.er fb~ 11or 
l1e1· cl1il<l \Vas l1urt. 1"1of1 of tl1eir l1c)t1fl>s l1:1ve l)een lhot tl1rougl1 
inany tit1;es, \\·l1icl1 fjrell tl1e111 in J1fter·t·nt Jla1·ts. Son1e l1:!ve 
btf'll quite defirO)'t'.l. The ufit>rs \Vere ol1li~ed (() live in tl~ei1· 
cellars. E~lrl}· on tl1e 29tl1 of Atagt1fl,· a f11cll l1urft into tl1e finglc 
brother's i1er.ping-l1all, \vhcn t l1ey ~vere all in bed; ;lnd anotl1er night 
o~e burfi into t l1e fifler's fleeping-l1all ; bur, t 11roug h t !1e It ind pro
\•1d~nce of our dear Lorll,. 110 one \Vas l1urt · U;,on tl1e \vliole, 
tl1cy \Vt .. re in great troul1le \vl1e11 tl1e laft acccJunts can1e a'\'ay 
froin t!1en1. We are \vaiting \Vitl1 tl1e greatefl i111patience to l1ear 
ag<1 1n from th··rn. l\'.lay our graciotJS I ... orci prorect tht'm i11 foL1l 
and body, ~nd turn tl1is time of diftrefs to tl1::ir ad\•a11r11~e, 

•• • 

and 
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and pr~pa1:e every one of tl1em for their happy conf um ma-
• t1on. 
--April Sch, 1796. Our dear congregation in New \Vied 

on tl1c Rl1i11e bas been in mucl1 diftrefs. Moft of tl1en1 have 
left Ne\v-Wied, and are gone to otl1er congregations in Ger
many. There are a ft>\Y remaining there, to take care of cl1e 
i11attered buildings. That part of the tO\\'D \vhere our congre
gation's fettlement is, \vas moft ~xpofed to tlie fire of tl1e ene1ny. 
rr11ey were obliged to fly over tJ1e fields and J1edges, during a 
very l1eavy cannonadi11g, elfe they would h.ive been fJ1ot in their 
houfes: thofe tl1at remained were obliged to live in tl1eir cellars. 
It \Vas a very poor congregatiori in out ward circumftances ; but 
moft of the little they had l1as been plundered and taken b)· 
the Frencl1. Before this, tl1ey had to fupport part of the Au
ftrian ar.my, whicJ1 was billt'ted long on tl1em, and all kinds of 
provifions excee~ing higl1. We are all col letting our mites to fend 
tliem, tl1at they may not be fiarvcd for \vanr. I wilh it was in 
our power to relieve that dear fuffering congregation, to fome 
purpofe; but tl1e 11ard times will not allow any great matters, 
every kind of provifion being fo very dear in all places. May 
our dear Lord blefs the little for t11eir con1fort. 'fhe congrega
tion in Holland is not fo badly off as yc::t ; how it may }"tt go. 
the Lord only kno"'s. 'J~wo or three of tl1e Ne\v-Wied congre
gation \vent happily home to our Saviour, before they could 
~et to any other congregation. None of our brothers and 
fillers loft their lives at New .. Wied, which \Vas a great wonder 
and mercy of our dear Lord's. May he preferve thofe tl1.i~ 
arc frill tl1ere. · 

• 

• 

[The follo\\' ing fi1ort but pleating Accou:-;T of the prefcnt State of" tl1e 

MoRA\'IAN l\11ss1oxs forms part of the fame Correfpondence with 

tl1e above. A FRJE?'D to our f>uBLICATION has kindly taken tl1e 

t1·ouble to cop;' it, and to p:cfix tl1c very obligi11g Note, \Vhicl1 is l1ert: 
intertcd.] 

To T11E F.DI'TOR OF ·r!!E l\IISSIONARY Iw1AG:~ZINE. 

SIR, 

'\'ER Y one wllo feels l1imfelf intercfied in t11e Gcfpcl of 
falvation, and 11as felt tl1e po\\'er of it on }~is O\Vll foul, 

111utt rejoice in e\·ery attempt to fpread its influence among . 
. otl1ers. I tl1erefore with every fuccets to your pref ent u11derta-

ki11g, an<l hope that, by tJ1e bleffing of God, it may be the means 
of diffufing tl1e knO\\'ledge of tl1e truth as it is in Jefus; a11d 
.of making glad the hearts of the difciplcs, \vhen they fee Ol" 

• hear 
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hear ot the grace of GoJ t1eing magnifi\!J in the f alvation of 611-
ners. As recording tl1e fucct'(~ of the gloriot1s Gc>f pr.I among the 
J-Jeatl1en,isone principalobjc:\..'t of .f HE l.\'J1ss ION ARY J\1AGAZI NE. 

I fl:nct vot1 tl1e foll'>"ving c:xtraa ot a letter, dated 13th A·r1ril 
1 796, fr1>m a Mo RAV IAN Si~ T ER in Ful11eck, to lier ~ .. rit'nc.1 in 
EJir1burgh, wh1cl1 l 11opc: wall be acceptable to.many of yoar 
read~rs. EBEN E ZEB • 

• 

---Tf-JE Jafi: accounts we heard fro1n the Indians in Nnrth 
An1!·1·ic:1, was a lert~r, dated M.1y 17rJ5, fro111 tl1e Mifiic>nary 
l>avi<l Zt:1fbe1·ger. I-It: m~ntio11ed1 tl1at the ne\v fettlement of be
lieving In<liil11s on the river ·rhar11es, l1a~l been called Fairfield • 
.f\n old Indian of tl1e Chippe,,·ay OJtion had co1ne to Jive with 
tl1ern; arJd tl1ey conceived l1opes, that by his converfion, the firft 
fruits of tl1is nation would b~ gained for 011r Saviour. Thouglt 
tl1ey l1ave no great horJes of increafe of numbers from among 
tl1e Heatl1en .. the l\1iffionaries have caufe to rejoice, that their 
lnllian congreg.ltion walk worrhy of the Gofpel, an(l feel the 
peace and pretence of the Lord atnongft them. 

'fJ1e latcft acco11nts from the Ar:iwack lndians, in Soutl1 Ame
rica, are very pleating. Torhe Miffionaries write, '' We find g1·eat 
'' cauf~ to rtjoice over moft of our people. To-day, an Indian 
,«• brotf1er, Chriftian Stepl1en, departed this life. When he was 
'' taken ill, he immediately hinted t11at he fhould die, and took 
•' an affetl:ionate leave of his wife and cl1ildren. We vifited him 
'' feveral times every day, and l1is illnefs i>roved the occafion of 
'' our tranflating many hymns and verfes, treating of the depar
cc ture of believers to the Lord, into the Arawack language, for 
'' lie deligl1ted to llear them read and fung. In this happy dif
'' pofition he departed t11is life.'' 

From tl1e Cape of Good H ~>pe, the. Miffiona1·ies confirm 'the 
:;accounts repeatedly given of ti~e power of the Gofpel among 
the Hottentots; and ad,t, thar mere are eoming, fome eve11 from 
a <liftance of above 1 oo Engl ifh miles, to 11ear the \vord of 
Gc1<i, and le1rn !1ow tl1ey may be faved. Ar the clofe of tl1e 
year 1794, tl1t-: Hottentot congregation confified of thirty-fix 
p<"rfons; fometimes above 200 are prefent at th·e public wor01ip. 
We i·eceiv"ed fome farther acc(>Unts of tht:m, by fome of our 
people, returni11g from 'l .. ranq11ebar i11 the Eaft Indies; who, l1a
ving pt1t into the Cape on the 31ft l\1arch 1795, fent to ac
quaint then1 with tl1cir arrival ; upon wl1ich, one of tl1e bre. 

· tl1ren iet out, and arrived at the Cape town on the 11th of 
April, accompanied with fome of the baptifed Hottentots, "'here: 
tl1~y all met ar the houfe of our worthy friend, Mr Martin 
Scl1n•idt, and f pc-nt fon1e 'iays togetl1er very happily. 

ln 08ot>t"r, letters \Vere rcctivc:d from Greenland, dated in 
4ugull 1795. They mention the well-being of all our Mif. 

fionaries 
t 
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fi•)1·1aries, and tl1at ut1r u~ i:c.11~,1nd congregations were in a pre-
fpt 1.,>,::- itcl:t-. . 

Ii'1·;_,111 S: l{it~'s, we art> infor111ed, by lettt'r.& of J11ly 1 i9Si 
tl1,1t all ou1· br~tl1rt"n an,J fitters are well, and diligently l''ll
pl'')'t:cl in tllt'lf r~fp:. ct1v:· C-!ll111g!'. 'fltt" Gofpcl is preachc:d by 
ou1· fvl:ffion:!r'~s, itJ 111at•} llarrs ~f. ri1e 1fl;1n,t, \\•ith pt>wer and 
fu~t.c(~~ <111d t l1e pla11ters .1r1d nlagiflr.,sr~s favour the caufe. l'he 
Negro co1·1gr~gati1_)n is ir1crt'.afi11g in 11u111ber and grace:. 

Fron1 BJrhallOt"S tl1e ac:counts are 1>lt:afi11g, and the new pl;ice 
is f'.)11nd to anfwer, as 1n.1r.y 111or,~ nt"!~roc~!. C<)tne to hear the Go
fpti, .i11d rhe congrt'gation cJf bL·lievers l1il~ i11crt'afe-d. 

111 Antigt1·1, ti1e \Vork of tl1e Lc>r<l conrinu<:s to flourilb. In 
tl1c- Dc!r11fh lfl'.tnJs, ~t ·rn•.>tn;1s, ~-,r Cr,:·x, and 8r J.111, :l1C" \Vork 
of God co1)ti11ueos to profjlt.r; letters fro111 rheoce, of Auguft 
1 i<J5, contain tl11! n1oll pleafing tt::ft11n1lr1y. By rhefe it appc-ars, 
tl1ilt in tr1e tl1rt:t: Uanitl1 iflan<ls, 3y1 negr<1es \vere baptifeJ by 
our l\1liffi·inarics in cl1e year 1 i94· In Antigua, 498 \Vt'r<! bap .. 
tittll <.luring the J~11n1· period. 'fl1us, in tl1efe fo:1r ~ilan,fs :1lone, 
389 nr-gr1>es b..£vt: Oetn µdcled to tl1t: Chri1liar1 church, a11d j64 
\V~re a~!.r?·11treJ to t l1e h1>ly comn111nion. 

"fl1e .l\liffio11aries or1 tl1e coafi: of La:Jrador \vrite-, dated Ausiuft ..., 
1795, {\\'e l:<ln oa1ly 11.~lr rJnce a-year from tht'n1), '' '\\'e never 
'' rc.111e1nbcr a \vinttr dt1ri11g ,·.rl1icl1 oL:r lai>our an1011g tl1e .Efqui
'' 111aux l1as been atte11dc:Ll .\vit!1 lefs trouble and pcr1>lt=x1ty. 
'' 'V•-: llifcovereJ \virl1 11cart~felt t 11anks to our Saviot1r, 110\r 

'' by l1is ;,pirit lie <lrt:"w ti1~ 11<:arts of our baptifed people, and 
'' of· tl1c:= otl1tr .Eiquin\aux unJcr our care, to J1imft:lf, convin
c; cii1g tl1em, tl1at ti1ere is no reft nor happinefs bt1t ;n him ; 
'' ,1~1,! tl1at in tl1cm1elves tl1ey •~•·e wrL"tcl1e<lly depraved ;ind '''r
'' rti pr CTc<lt tlrt:S. Wt: CC>u)d· pla :nJy pt>TC(:ive, that their de1:Ja
C0 1:,1·ions ccr1r.erning tl1eir fjJirirual ftate, \Vere not mere Y.c•rds 
'' <)f t"o1·1n, but t11e l11nguage of their 11t'arts. "'fl1~re arc inL!. t:d 
'' ? ft·\v, \\'i10 tio nclt as yer <lJJpt'ar to have 111ucJ1 life frolt) God 
'' i11 1l1ei1· fl;uls; bt1t \Ve be<1r ti1cln '''itl1 p<11i1:nct", and l1avt o\ ell
'' fot1111letf l1opc:s, tl1at by 1l1e cui1veriation <Jf. tl1c:;r c.oun1ry111t·n, 
c, tl1ey \\•ill alio be g.ti11eJ a~ rl1e pro1ler1 y of c>ur S.s\.'i<.l·;r. 
'' 1,J1ere was a peculii1r er1lot1on a111c>r1··~t ol1r 1>-:-<>ple in tl1c iafr 
'' C11r1fi:ruas 110Iida)·S, tl1t: tJcC;ifir;r1 of· \vl1icl1 '"~is, a bapri111.al 
'' t1·Jnfi1Ction on Cllriftn.as.(ia}' ; fe\'cral \\·J1c' J1a'~ liit!.erto k< pt 
'' ~t a diJ1:,111l c, can1e <>f t l1t'ir O\\'n <1ccord, ~·11J l11·ggt:d to be ad
'' 111itt~d into tl1~ clafs of t!1f' c:indj<lates for l)<tpt .f 111.;' 

Our dc:.ir B!ac k cor1 g1·c· g.ition ;1 t .. '\nt ig11;1 {i.J ft'zri:-d a gocl<i {! eal 
fron1 t~e drt:a-.lful l1urricaue a:11l earti1q1.1akc: \vitl1 '"l11cr1 tl1at 
ifia11d \Va~ vifitcd lafi Augttt1; b11t noni~ luil tJ1eir lives, for , .... :.icl1 
ive join tl1en1 in t l1:ir1 k1r1g a11d tJra1ti1:g {>Ur n1t:rcif.t1l Lor .. :1r1d 
Saviour, for his graciou~ 1Jrefcr\l;.1t ion ot' Li1et11. l •.it' 11or r.-c~1I
lecr any t 11 i11 g 111ore at prei\.:nt concerning our tlt:.ir l-l·.;atl1e11 •'tin-

• • 

gregat1011s.---
1 ('f11e 



• 

• 

( 29 ) 

[Tj1e fubjoined Ex1·~.~c1·s are taken from Lctt~1·s \\'ritten by the Rev: 
l\1r CLARK, and !\'Jeff. SMITIJ, M'1Vl1LL.~!", \V1LsoN, &.c. \Vho a fe\V 

months ago \vent from Edinburgh \Vi th J\tlr i\1,\CAUL1\ Y, the prt:fent Go

ver11or of tl1e Settlement at Sierra Leone *.] 

E ]eft Portfmouth harbour, and an• 
--17th Ft·!·.1795. chored fame evening at Spitl1ead; 
from whence tve failed C.'11 t11e morning of the 23d, in company 
with a fleet of about 200 fail, with whom \VC coritinucd till \Ve 

came to ttae i\Iacieira iflands; tl1e ren1aindcr of the paffage we failed 
alone. The Sabbatt1 after our fep.-tration f1·om tl1e fl~et, our \\'or
lhip, which was conduB:ed by l\·f r C!<tt k, tvas interrupted by a £hip 
difcovered a- head of us, wl1ici1 i11de'!d caufed no f1na11 alarn1, as we 
at tl1is time feared an enemy, beir1g near) j' OJ>pofite to a place upoA 
the coaft where there "·as a Fre11ch privateer. W c t11ortened faiJ, 
and altered our courfe, to try if ll1e tvould follow us: however, 
fhe kept on her way, and in about a11 l1our after, \\'e \•1ere 011t 

of apparent danger, and refu:ned our \vo1·£h i p. \Ve f pe11t part 
of ot1r time in obferving the various kinds of fifh, which we 
fa\v fporting in the mighty i.vaters, efpecially the fi}·i11g fi£h, of 
'vhich \Ve faiv great 11umbers. Jn tt1e eveni11gs, wl1en we got 
into a warm climate, we frequently Jay down upon deck, and 
there contemplared tl1e glories of the heavenly bodies. \Ve 
Iikewife employed ourlelves in reading, praJ·er, finging pfalms, 
hymns, &c. Whe11 \\'e \Vere all recovered from our ficknefs, 
lve 11ad prayers morni11g and et-·ening. 

0'1 the 18rl1 of ~{arch, about tl1e <il1fl.:;. of the evening, ,,.e firft 
difcovered land. \!/he11 \\'e g(}t i.vitl1i11 tl1e Cape, "'re fired a gun 
35 a fignal to the pefJplc on fhore, '''l1ich fo m11ch alar·mecl tl1em, 
that rnany of them fled into the '''oods; h11t 110.,v n1t1cl1 \Vere 
their fears dif ~ppointed, wJ1e11 .IVlr Iv1acaulay la11decl, and \\"httl 

tl1ey heard us fi11g an hymn. We \Vere a11cl1ored fafe in Free
to\vn harbour about t\\·elve o'clock at nigh·t. None of us, ex
c~pt ~Ir l\·Iacaulay. lantled till next n1orni11g after breakfaft, 
when we were received in the kindeft ma11ner i111agi11able. Ir1 
the afcernoon, WC! \Vent with one of the chiefs to· ,·ifit a native 

VoL. I. D · to\vn
1 

l 

* Sierra Leone is a fettlcme11t on the ''·efi coaft of Africa', \Vt:ll kno\vn 
~o t~e fc:;ioL1s \vorld. It. \Yas cftabli01ed,. \vitl1 a vie'v to counteraa the 
.i~orr1d t:fl(!Cls of the i1ave.trade, and hitl1erto has, upon the \Vl1olc, bec:n at-. 
i t11c1ed \\' ith l"uccefs. Befides attempting to introduce a l>~neficial CO!ll
tnercc as to temporal things, the Sierra Lcorae Compa;1v 11avc di{covered a 
laud:ible zeal to pro:tlotc the inter(!{ts of the Gofpel of Ch1·ift. Tl1ey ha\'e 
al -•1ays been at pains to prrJvide the fettlement \Vi th a ft1 iotis · cha1>lain, 
and have e11cou1·aged preacl1er:1 and fcl1oolmafl:ers, \Vho \\'Cre willing to 
J~al.iour among tl1c ii.:t t.l~r~, or tt1 go as l\Jifliona1·ic:s to -:lie nat.ives i11 th41 
lurroundi•'r C' i·~,. 1••• ··~ . .,,,, "'• 

• 

• 
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t~: Nn, where tvery fJt': for1 wt: 111et ihook J1a11ds with us, m3• 
bi11g us \Yelco1ne. When tl1ey e111b1·ace yo11, they put tJ1ei1' 
lc:t"t. l1a11d upon tlieir rigl1t-arm, fa_; ing, l~111·eo, you are welcome; 
to \.\0 l11ch ,.<,u n11f\.,·er, l~a, I am \'erv well. 111 tJ1is 1na11ner we 

• • • 

were received i11to tl1e to\vn, whicl1 co1ifi.fied of about five or 
fix i1oufes of an 0B::1go11 lhape The roof is covered v.1itl1 gr·afs,. 
"'.vt1icl1 gro\vs to tl1e 11eigl1t of tt"11 or twelve feet. Fadi111bo is 
t-he 11cl111e ot' the tow11, a11d a]fo of tlie cl1itf, wl10 is a middle
agr'l man : he is abo11t fix feet high. When !'ti r l\iacaulay 
ar1·ived, this chiet took him in l1is arms, embraced hi1n, and 
wi111ed, all glio<l to attend him.--

• 

[Fro111 011e of MR CL,\R."k's Letters.] 

--I~'efi. 2.~· \Ve failed from S·pitJ1ead, and, after a pleafant 
voyage, arri,·ed fafe at ~iet~ra··Leone, Marcl118th, about n1idnigt1t, 
a11d were kindly recei,red. I preached nt'xt Sabbath, Marcl1 2otl1, 
in my O\\'n cl1urch, F1om I John iii. 23. '' A11d this is l1is cc>m
'"" 1na11dr11ent, that \Ve fl1ould believe on tl1e name of his Son 
'' Jefus CJ11·ifl ; and. lo\·e 011e another, as he gave us command
'' me11t. '' 

I l1ave begur1 catechifing in FrcetoVL'n, and you \vill no doubt 
be pleafetl to 11t:ar,. tl1at 011 the fecond evening after commt:nce
mel1t, I had no lefs than t45 childre11. We have begun with 
t11e Sl1orter Catcchifm. Some of tl1e cl1ilclren do an1azi11gJy 
well; tl1ey like\.vite learn hyn1ns ; in this they take great plea
fure. 111 my fe1·mons, I frequently addrefs mJ·felf particularly 
t'o them ; this I· t1ave an opportt111it_y of doing, as tt1ey fit i11 

cJ1urch by themfc;}ves.; tJ1ey are toJer:ibly attentive. YOU couJd. 
fcar.ce credit 110''' ig11oran·t I f·ou11d them. Tl1ougl1 from feven
tte11 )·rars of· :'lge a11d dow11,vards, I could 11ot find 011e who 
COltld a11fwer 1ne, Who is tl1e Saviour of fi1111ers ? 'Vhy 11~ was. 
called Jet.us ? Wr10 fa11Cl.ifits ? and 1na11y f ucl1 fi1np1e qt1efiio11s. 
T!1t::ft>, and fuch like tl1i11gs, call for a.stiviry and dilige11ce. To 
encourage them 10 be attentive, I gi"e fo111e fmall rc\vard to 
tl10.fe who remembe1· 1noft; a11d t·l1at tl1ey n1ay r.~collt"Cl: VL1ith 
I~fs difficult.Y '''l1ar is f:tid~ I redt1ce my difcourie to a few 
p·-trticulars. T11efe I reJJt'at wl1t'11 I begi11, a11d alfo in the time 
of illufiration. Vvl1e11 do11e, I call. UjJOU all tl1ofe to fiand ttp. 

'"r!10 can repeat thetn. Tl1is l1as already beg1111 to create a f pirit 
o·t· e1nt1lation. l uf ua]ly relate, or read, fon1e remarkable tlory 
o.Llt ,,t· t·l1e. To_ke11 tor Cl1i-Jdrer1, or t·he .Eva11gel1cal Maga:z.ine, 
'vith fome rerna1·ks t1por1 it.. Tl1e Sabbath evening is the time 
l ~e~t w1tl1 ·tl1t!1n; M,·if. M'Millan a11d Smitl1, it1 the morning. 

'f>J1~ve begt1r1 a led-tire i1pa11 Tht1rfday eveni11g, a11d.am ge
nerally e11gaged· fl>n1e of tl1e other nigl1ts i11 the week, preach
ii1g for the dlfte1·e11t denon1i1lations. \Ve l1ave preacJ1i11g every 
nigl1t, cxcet1t S'.1tt1r,J:-1.v. 1'11e.\ l1ave all but or1e given up preach
i111; 1n tl1e i"o1·enoo11 a11d atternoon 011 the Lord's day ; wheo. 

• preacheri 
• 
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. Baptifis, Wtfley'~ a11d Cou11tefs ~f Ht1nt1ngclon's Metl1od1fls. 
I J1ave been 11p a1no11g the 11at1ves, and l1ad fevcral co1·1verfa

tions witl1 the1n. f an1 perfL1-tded, .tl1at if .the M iffir1nary Society 
witl1 vou are to fe11d out MiffioJ.laries, 011e migJ1t be f1igl1l)' t~l~
fu1 h~1·e. I wotild pro!Jofc (for various reafo11s ), tl1at lie fl1ould 
relide ~t Freetow11. Tl1ere are fot1r or five Clf tlJ-e r12.ti·ve tO.\\'t1s 

witl1in about a mile; t\VO of .then1 only l1Jlf a r11ile f1·om 1-·ree
.tow11. rfo the infirudior1 of all tt1efc, or1e ruigt1t atte11ci. ''i er·e 
it in my po\ver. I would vifit thern all; but this is im1Jof1ible, lla
ving more .t<> tio tha11 J car1 1>ofiibly accom pli il1. It. tl1ey fhaJI 
fix u1>on a11 u11fcrtled mi11ifie1·, or 011 f11cl1 a fltatlent as 1''i r , 
or Mi· , a11d licence thern, fo tl1at tl1~y· might preacl1 i<1r 111e 
occafionally, I fhall cheerfL1l·ly engage to u11it.e .with then1 in 
the 11ndt'rtaking. l\'.la11y things fc.·em to pro11life fL1ccet·s, ·arid ex
cite to make ft1ch an atten1pt. Not one J1,,Jf tile difficulties \\· l1ich 
a B1~ni11e1·tl often met wi.th, would be ltt:re. Tf1ey al! fr ... eak a Jitt1e 
Englifi1, fo t11~t there would be 110 11cceility for an i11rerprete1 ; 
\vl1at one did not undt"rfia11d, another of thcrnfelvcs c.·ould expla,; .• 
He wottld be in no danger, Utilefs he was very rafl1 a11d irnprudt>11t; 
becaufe they e11tertain a fa\•ou1able opinio11 of ·tl1e E11gl11l1. 
I am perfuaded tl1eir language might be attained, fo a .. to ·en
able any one of role1·able capacit_~ tu co1ivc: fe witl1 tl1em about a11y 
matter, i11 mucl1 )efs than t\\•elve 1no11tt1s. They are u11common
ly kind, affable, a11d, unlefs affro11ted, n1t1ch more agreeable tl1~n 
yot1 can poffibly i1nagine. Were it not for \vhat tl1ejlavL·-t1·1r
di:rs J1ave do11e, by givi11g tl1cm ratl1er much r11m, (of· wl1ich 
they are 110,v fo11d ), I fuot1ld have praifed tl1em highly i11deed. 

A minifier or fiudc:11t I "·ould preft:r, for \•arious important 
reafons, worthy .to be atteridc.cl to in a plact" like th.is; but if m;" 
country be not able to prodt1ce a vo/111itt't·1· for f ucl1 a fe1·,·ice ! 
(for no1le but f"ucl1 an one ougl1t to be fent out), f ucl1 a man as 
Mr or Mr , ariy one pofft:ift'd of a fpirit like them. 
n1igl1t bt: ufcful. thougl1 their 11avi11g fa111ilies migl1t mar their 
l1appi11efs. Indeed, it wnuld be imp1·01.ler to fer1d 011t either a 
youtl1 or a m:;i11 \Vitl1 a large family. Cor11pulfion ot1ght by no 
means to be ufed with a11y 011e ; for, give me leave to alfure 
yot1, the man whc> lea\·es Edi11bt11·gl1, and comes to ./lj1·1,·a. 
makes a very great facrifict: indeed. Ho~evtr, I have n1l1ch 
reafon to blefs GoLf for J1is good• 1efs to me. 1 t:"njoy g1 ear er 
b:.rppinefs than you ca11 well imagir1e. l n1et:t '''ith 11•an \ d iffi. 
cuJties, and d..iily er1cou11te1· oppofitior1s a11d 11rejurlices, jet by 
the grace of Jeft1s. and dcpei1di11g on his :i};1.1gl1t) fl1e11g:J!, [ 
trufl I fi1all at lafi: be mort: ti1a11 a co11ql1eror. ·1·he n1ott <•f 11Jy 

.peo1>le fay they lo\•e 1ne. l\·Ii111fiers a11d JJt-Of>le ot .iii tf1e de110-
• • • 

11?-' 1:1t1ons 1ntreat me not t:J leave: tl1c111. A f"c:\'' t' ii.kt t·s, ht·:.ids, 
.r1bbo11s, ~c. of \vl1icl1 tllt:j' a!·c uncommo11ly fu?1d, it migl :t be 
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proper to fend out. They \\'ould tend muc11 to i11gratiatc tl1e 
Miffionary '''ith tl1e natives. The falary ought not to be \111der., 
i11deed it ougl1t to be more than L.100 Sterling, for every tl1i11g 
is uncommonly extra\•agant l1ere.--

• • 

HERE we l1ave no 1efs than eleven black men \\'110 31·e 

preachers. Tl1e)· are warm a11cl ze~tlous ; ha ,·e 1nucl1 CXJ"JC'I i
mental k11owledge, a11d l1i11ge tht'ir ful1jefls chitfl)' therco11. Da
vid George, a Bapti{t, for whon1 Mr CJ ark has prcac11ed 1no1 e 
than once, intends lea~i11g Freetow11, as tie tl1i1·1ks tt1ere is 11c\•1 

1to occafion for hi1n, l\.1r Cla1·k -being J1ere. Proft·flors of 1·eli
gion are very r1un1e1·011s, in 1)roperti<lt1 to tl1e nu111brr ot· co1o
nifis; but from wl1at J hear there is a deficic11cy of tl1e llO\Ver 
of it .. Tl1e Gover11or a11d Cou11cil fa,•011ring religio11, and p11blic 
worihip being foconfiantly kept up, it ''·ill not be f111·1)r1lii1gtI1at tl1c 
great body profefs re\•e1·ence tlJerr.>to, and fubmit to it:; Ollt\•:ard 
forms. But where it trul)' rt·igns, it a1>pears i11 a1Jofiol'ir. fin1-
plicity, each preferril1g anotl1er in lo\•e; mi11ifiers labouring to
gether, a11d for each other; l1earers exl1orting or1e another. 1-l1ty 
put r10 value upon part)'-names, but place thf'ir efif't'ID accord
ing to merit. The R~lptiils will go with us to 0111· church, a11d 
afk us to go with then1, t e\1 e11 flop us 011 tl1e fl reet and do fo ), 
with as mucl1 freedom as it" \ve were BaJJtifis alfo. 1·11ere is a 
warmth i11 their de~·otions, to whicl1 we feen1 fi1·anger~. 1~11ey 
have fuch a flo\v of fpi1·it i11 prayer, that I am fo1netin1es afraicl 
they l1urt themfel\·es: \\'hetl1er t11is be contlit11tio11a] or 11ot, I 
can11ot determine ; perhaJJS it is, as I fee their joy or forrow is 
naturally exceffive. This may be bt'tter reg11latcd wl1e11 their 
knowledge and experience are enlarged. They arc like the 
traveller, at l1is fi1·ft 011tfet i11 t11e "\\'orld, who is aftonilh<·d at 
trifles, which afterwards would 11ot clifco1npofe hi111, nltl1ough 
he might pay as mucl1 attention as whe11 he \\·as ailoniflicd. Jn 
their praife, tl1e n1e11 fi11g at 011e time, tl1e \\'Omen at a11otJ~er, 
the11 all join together. Tl1eir tunes have a gr·eat variety of 
mufic ; a11d they are fung fo well, that I l1a\1 e 11evcr heard i·uch 
cl1ar1nii1g mufic, either vocal or infirt1me11tal. 

On 1·uefday t-vening, 1 fi April, a "'oman \\•ho ne\•er had been 
a profeffo1· of religion \\'ent to hear l\1r Yellowlee })reach, wl10 
is one of the 1·in1boo 1\1 iffionarit's : \\' liile l1e "'as proclaim
ing God's judgements a~~i11fi wilful fir111ers, fl1e cried 01Jt ·UT&to 
the Lord for 1nercy. ·r11us Il1e co11tinL1ed, witl1 tears a11d '\\'ee11-
ing to fuch a degree, that l'vlr YcJ)o\\'lee flopt, and gave lier a11 

advice, a11d then proceeded; but the poor '''c111an i·cmained i11 
.-nuch tl1e fame fituation. Wl10 \vould not rt:joice over tliis 011e 
~cper1ti11g finner ! 

.. !~ bei;1g intin1ate~l i11 tl1e diil'ert:nt co11gregations, t11at 1\1 r 
Clai·k 

• • • 
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CJ:1rk was defirous of vifiting tl1e different families, they all 
~x11refle<l their \villingnefs. lr1 co11iequence wl1ereof, a vifita
tion takt:s place foon. 'Vhen tl1e Lord's fupper will be admin~
i1:eretl, I cannot yet fay: no doubt there a1·e 1na11y defirjng it; 
l&O\\'e\ier, it is adminifiered in tl1e otl1er congregations, and will 
b~ hy l\Ir Clark, once in tl1e monrl1, God \\'illing. 

'l'l1is place is, u1Jo11 tl1e wl1ole, agre~ablc; excellent foil; in 
n1any parts ve1·y fertile without cultivation. The \vhole coun• 
try covered \\•ith \vood, except \\1here cleared 3\\'~l)r• E\·cry 
tree ls in fucJ1 a tJ1riving ftate, tl1at it yields fruit after its kind 
\viLll(>Ut ariy ~ulturc. rl'l1e be•1CT.s and fowls are various, many, 
~ind beautiful. lnfeets very numerous, efpecially ants. The 
colo11ifts, or fcttlers, are in general handfome ; in bel1aviour 
011t:n arid free. You ma}· conv_erfe \vith any n1an or woman 
you n1eet, as tl1ey are dif pofetl to recei\•e information. Their 
i·egard to \vl1ite peoi-,Je is air.loft cl1il<li1h. -l .. l1eir houfes are 
111uch like Scotcl} cott<>ges, only they are built \vitl1 boards, ancl 
tl1atcl1c:<l with country- fi1·aw. Tl1e natives poffcfs a daringnefs 
and alcrtne1s \vl1ich would afionifh a perfon wl10 has only heard 
11ifrorical acco11nts of tl1en1. TJ1e \vo1nen are fond of drefs and 
orna111ents. rl ... heir employment confifis in gathering and cook
ing tl1t:ir vietuals, and in carrying country.11roduce to different 
parts of tl1t! coaft for fale, in canoes, \\•l1ich tl1ey l1ew out of 
one tree. · 

'fhe weather here is very fettled, there being little rain, wind, 
or fogs, (tl1e rainy ieafon exc\·pte(!, \vhen we l1ave t\\·o montl1s 
togetl1er, beginning about th~ end of June, \vl1en every per
fon aln1oft gets fick); the 11eat is co11fiderable, (thern1ome
ter 8 5 or 90 ), but by no means io dif.1greeable as I expefled. 
A cooli11g IC!a-bret'ze blo\YS every day about eleven o'clock, 
\\•hicJ1 contint1es till feven in tl1e evening. 'Ve generally have 
\vhat i.; called a 'fornado every DO\V and tl1en. It is one of the 
n101l n1<1jcfric and a\vful fcenes I l1a,·e feen. c~1ttle and fo\vls 
fl::e for tl1elter fron1 it. A fl1ip wJ1icl1 l1as a.fingle fail up u•ill be 
<lriven about at its pleafure ; l11111ber l\vept fro1n the decks ; }·ea. 
eve11 n1e11 •1ncl n1afls. Houies, jf not very fecure, will be O\'Cr· 

turr1ed by its fury. It is accompanied witl1 1-Iis voice, whom 
fiorr11~, vapours, a11(l te111pefts obey. Its cra!l1ings are awful. rfJ1e 
ligl1tni11g \Vas fo clear <.luri11g one of tl1en1, a fe\v nights ago, 
tl11•t I perceived e\•cn tl1e croffes a11(l pu1lit:s of a fl1i1> about a 
mil~ <liita11t. ,..fhat n~gl1t, \\'l1en I roie from bed, to fl1ut mv 
'vi11tlo\vs on tl1e fiJe from \v]1ence the ftorm came, as I alway• 
fl~ep \vi111 tl1en1 open, I \vas con1pletcly drenched with t11e rain 
bcfl1re I got tlletn fhut ; \v]1ich \Vas not more tl1an half a ar,i-
11t1:e. You n1:ly wontler I did not fhur all n1y windows, but I 
t!_1i11k fi.1ci1 <t fi!~!1t is too valL1:1ble ar1 opportunity to lafc, of i111pro'T 
v1ng J·1igl1 tl1ougl1ts of God, f~ar of bis ju1.lg~m~n.~s, and 'allonifh-

•• .. , ment 
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ment at the rebtion we hold to fuch a Being, through his Son 
Jefus Chrift, our Redeemer.. The goodnefs of God appears in 
the 111anner thef~ tomados are to be prepared agc1infi ~f hey may 
be obfcrvcd either in the night or day, about a half, fon1t"t1mes 
a "'hole hour, bd'ore the commc11ce111c11t, formir1g themfelves 
into a large black cloud, emitting fir-c, and forrJetimes tht1n
der; next, it blows veht:o1ently; and then rain, \vhich is reckon
ed the to1nado. Every evc11ir1g we have a little dew and light
ning, which has a very fingular appearance; appearing only in 
one place, like the light which comes from a great gun, but 
without noife .. -

[From 011e of i\IR 1\1...;.cAtrLA\""'s Letters.] 

- . FRE.ETO'V N, r 9th April I j96. 
-

• Ma CLARK will probably ::icquaint you witl1 tl1c fai-
lure of the Mrrho;ljft Miffion defiined to the Foulah • oun
try, and the caufes of it. I had refolved to acc<,m1Ja11y rl1t."m 
to the place of their dcftination, in or,Je-r to negociare a fertle
ment for them with tl1e king of the country, an"I to ft:e 
them completely eftabl1fh~·,J. lla1r on the morning wi1icl1 
had named for our departure, there came a delegation 
from the Miffionaries, to fay, tliat they cot.aid not procec=d. 
It is fo far fortunate, that they l1ave retraete<l betore \Ve fct 
out on our jo111ney, as their receding tF-aen m?ght have dif pleafed 
the natives1 and iliut the door agdinfr furure l\-1iilions. Ir f~ems 
as if the .field they were to occupy~ wl:.icl1 is a very extenfive 
and important one, was rt.-icrv~d by l'rc1vidcnce for fome, who, 
with more co••1age, c2n enco11ntt"r diffic11lr1es and bear their 
crofs, and who will be difi ed, \vitn l'au!, to count all th1r1gs 
but lofs; nay, not even to count their lives dear for the fake: of 
Ch rift .. 

'£he Baptift: Miffion procc::eds flowly, but I hope furely. One 
of the Miffi.onaries has madt> confi<lerable progrc:fs in learning the 
native language, and both feem reiolute to endure hardfbips as 
good foldiers of Chrifi. 

Mr Clark bas juftified every prefage we bad formed of him. 
God feems to have ftr.engthcned his hands;, and encouraged his 
heart, in a very unufual way. He preaches almofi every day in 
the week, and is always lifiened to with deep attention. 'l1

hc 
people talk of him witl1 rapture, and the children begin al
ready to attach themft:lves to him. A meeeting on the plan of 
that in B~r11ard' s r~n1 ~ has been efi:ablilhed Jince our arrival. 
I only fear he may cxet t himf<:lf beyond his ftrengtb.''-- -

;'f The place where l'tlr Clark"s Sunday fchccl in Edinburgh met. 

Rr.VIE\Y 
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PRA '\"ER far the RE v IV At. of REL JG I ON i11 all t/.ie Prottjlant 
Cl1111·ches, a11d far the Sp1·t·ad oJ the Gojpel n1no11g Heathe11 
Natio11s, ret·o111111e11d1tl. Aijo, Outli11es if a P/1111 fa1· the ertc
tio11 qf· Jlffl11thly Socit•ties fi.r i:1·aye~, a1no11g the F~ie11ds if 
rt•aJ Rt•/1gio11, of .1/I 1Je1101111nat1011.s 111 Scotla11d. lf/_1th large 
E:ietrac?s co11cer11111g tl'e beg1111 Re'l:ival of Rt·ligion i11 fame 

· Ch111·cht'J ; a11tl th<· p1·ejt·11t fi1c,·e{.s oJ tl'e G°-''pe/ i11 Pagan 
Co1111t1·ie.r. By Alt"xanuer Pringle, Perth. Edinhu1·gh. 
p1·111ted. .~·~/d by J. Gutl1rie, J. Ogle, and J. G.ilhra!th ;
J. a11d A. D11ncan, G/1ifgr.w; Angus & Son and W. Knight, 
Abe1·dce11; IVI Gillies, J. Bennet, a11d G • .Bro\vn, Perth. 
12mo, 15 o pages, yd. fewed. 17y6. 

HE author of this very feafonable work, fhews himfelf 
to be warmly. inreretled in tl1e fuccefs of the Gofpc:l. He 

has been anin1ated by accounts of its progrefs abroad, as well 
as by appearances of a revival of religion at hon1c; and he 
wifl1es to difftife among his brethren the ardour "·hicl1 l1t' feels. 
He very properly obferves, that the general inacrivity of Cl1ri
fiians of this countltj', in endeatiouring to fprl·ad tl1e knowledge 
of tl1e Gof(>el, 011gl1t not to be i1nputed wholly to a lukewarm 
fpirir. ''Want ot i11formation and excitement,'' l1e f..iys, ''is 
'' perhaps tl1e great reafon '"l1y the bulk of fc .. rious Chri1lians 
'' amor1g us have not fiood forth, among the firft, in tile laud.able 
ei \vork.'' 'fo fupply this \Vant, Mr Pringle introduces an ac- . 
co11nt of the rife of the London l\1iffionary Society, whicl1 has 
lately been tl1e lll~;ln of '' pro\'oking very r11any.'' He then 
pa}S a \vell-deferved tribute of retp<.>ct to tl1e hociery ellabl1th
ed about four }'ears ago among tl1e J><trticular Haptifts of· Eng
land; to tl1e Sierra l ... eone C'>m1lany; and to tl1e Society for pro
pagating Cl1rifi ian J(no\vledge, \Vl1icl1 l1as long been eft;1blifued 
at Edinburgh; a11d \\·hicl1, betides fupporting numerous fchools 
in tl1e Higl1lands and iflan(ls of Scotland, has <liftinguifhed it
felf in tl1e fpreac.Ji11g of Gofpel light into Heatl1en countrie~, by 
the rvJiffion of Mr D:i,·id Br,1inerJ, an1ong the North An1erican 
Indians, and of his 1ucct'ffor, Mr Kirkla11d, \vho J1as purfued 
the fame arcluous \vork for about t\vt'nty years. After t•kirig 
notice of tl1e forn1ation of tl1e Elli11burgl1 and Glafgo\V l\fif-
_fion~ry Societies, and of tl1e efl:ects wl1icl1 may be hoped for from 
th~f e inflirurions, our author proceeds : '' Can \ve, in Scot
land, f urvey this general movement in furrounding churches, 
and not reproacl1 ourfelves on account of our i11dolence and in
ditfercnce in the caufe of our exalted l_ord ! Did 11is 11eart burn 
'~ith f uch ardent love to creatures unwortl1y of tl1e fn1allefi no
tice, that no floods of oppofition couIJ quencl1 it ? and fhall 

\Ve 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































A. CilCULA.R LETTER: , 
I 

fending the knowledge of falvation, and fpreading the Redeemer"~ 
kingdom, among the poor Heathen, i11 t11e uttermoll parts of the 
earth. SureJy fuch a noble, benevole11t, e11larged f pirit, ftimu .. 
lating fo many of God's people to f uch difinte1·etled efforts, ac .. 
companied with the fervent prayers of fo many thoufands, can
not be the phrenzy of a moment, or the mere work of mara ! Vire 
rejoice that fa n1any q· )'011, according to your abi1ity, have libe
rally come forward in the fupport of that great and good defign. 
'' May he that minifteretl1 feed to the fower, both minifter bread 
for your food, and multiply your feed fo\\·n, and increafe the 
fruits of your righteoufnefs !'' z Cor. ix. IG. And ti.! thofe 
of you who have not yet fent in their benefaClions, we would 
fay,'' As ye abound in every thing, in faith, i11 utterance, and in 
knowledge, and in all diligence, ar1d in your love to us ; f"ee tl1at 
ye ahou11d i11 this g1·act a!fa.'' Would J'e enjoy the nobleft confo
Jation Wl1at will more expand the l1t·art tl1an the ge11ero11J fen
ti1nents of bene\·ole.nce to poor fin11ers,. who know 11either the 
v:i]ue nor the danger of their own fouls ? God honours i1otl1ing 
\Vt th a.f1vee/~1· or n1ore i11z111edzr1/c reward in the confcience, tl1a11 a 
k!f-de11)1i11g zeal for the good of men, and the glory of Chrift. 
And, Oh ! co11fider what a bll·ifed recolleClion it will afford you 
l1ereafter, when yot1 fl1all hear that ma11y Pagans a1·e brot1ght to 
the knowledge of falv:.tion, tl1at yvtJ \\ere i11firt1mental i11 tl1e 
glorious wo1·k. But, 011 the other hand. would it not be a 111c1·

ti/J•i11,f{ refleflion, that yo11 hr1d 210!, nor 'lL·o11/d l.1ave, any concer11 
or fhare in it? And, even tho11gh the people fhould not be ga
tl1ered fo foon as our wifhes ma}' fuggefi, )·et thofe who e11cou
rage it will at leafi ha\•e the approbation of God, and the pleafi11g 
confciouf11efs that it was i11 tl1eir l1earts. 
' 

Brethren, pray \l\1 itl1out ceafing. Refi not contented without 
1naintai11ing and e1!j1J;1i11g: tl1e life a11d power of godli11efs in ./ecret 
pr{1yer. It is eafy to fi11k i11to dec1eniio11s. .;\JI the deceitfulnefs 
of fin, and all the wiles of tl1e clevil, will be employed to draw 
away your atte11tion fron1 a calm, co11fcie11tious, clofe, and com .. 
fortable \Valk v;i tl1 (; od Let_ft1111ii~\·-rt:!:·.~ i-;11 bec~!.flr111t, fole11111, li'i.1f .. 
IJ•, and jp.i1·1tl•al • . -Da i·e to be ~ccot1r1ted f·ools fc1r Cl1ri:ft's and 11i.s 
trutl1'a i·ake &/r.,r_t•:::;..· in h 1s c1·o!"s, ar1d d1J;j/i11,t{ its fhame.
~hai"iif the prete11ders to ft1perior 1·enjo11, and more exalt·ed vi1·t11e~ 
b)- lhe manly r!ig111fJ·, tl1t: 1,·r-1:fflt'1JLJ•, tl-1e 1J1e1-l·nef.r, a11d tJ1e p11rity 
of your co11verfation.- Let t11e111 !-Ce that ;1011r jlliti.', 11owe\'er ri
diculed, e11alJles yo11 to c>,1 ercl>rne the i•:o1·ld ; and that t11e grace 
of (;oJ whicl1 the}' dt!fpife, tt:;,ches yot1 to deny ungodlinefs and 
worldl}• follies a;1d l11tls - -P1·ove to al!, r!l<i.f tl1c love arid kind
nefg of God our ~a'\.'lc;ur to mara, l1as l·;et11 roanifefte;·d to you, 
a11d fherl abroad i11 yot1r J1eart by t11e Hol)- Gl;oft ; h}'" its Jt1fl1·e 
fhini11g fortt1 i11 .}·011r ten1pe1· a11d :-tClions. t(• filer:ce a11d confound 
·the ignorance of foolifi1 men. '\\re befeech you to bt fle~:dy. 

regt1l<lr, 
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REVIEW OF RELIGIOUS I'U.BLICATIONS • 
• 

fr~m the text, '' The hoary head is a crow11 of glor , if it be 
found--in the way of righteouf11efs,'' Mr Jerment ta es a11 op
portunity of exhibiting, in r11e fi.1·ft place, the principal brancl1es 
of religion incumbent on every pe1·iod of lit"e. Tl1efe he regards 
as comprel1ended u11der the ge11eral ph1·afe of '' being found i11 
the way of righteoufne·fs ;'' including, as l1e pi·operly obfe1·ves, 
'' reliance on the merits and mediation of Jeft1s Chrift alone for 

• 
acceptance \vith God, the love and praaice of· holinefs, the per-
formance of relative duties, fidelity towards God and towards 
men, and perfeverance and progrefs in religion.'' He then pro
ceeds to the confideration of thofe d_ifpofitions whicl1 t11e aged 
fi1ot1ld particularly manifefi, '' and the duties wl1icl1 ai·e efpe
cially feafonable in advanced years:'' tl1efe are claffed t111der tlie 
heads of'' the lively exercife of faith and patience; the frequent 
performance of reli~ious du"ties ; ai1 attentive review of the dif
pe11tations of Providence; an l1eart dife11gaged from the world ; 
preparatio11 for death and eternity; ai1d religious care about t11e 
rifing generatio11.'' The aclvat1tages ot· ft1cl1 d1fpofitio11s, tempc~·, 
a11d condu8: in old age, are next illuftrated; aad this pai·t of the 
vol11me, like the former, is co11<:luded with fuitable advices and 
exhortations. 

From the general view we have given of the contents of t11efe 
difcourfes, our readers will be enabled to judge of the i11te11tio11 
and pla11 of the author, tl1e fubjeas to 'vl1ich his obfl!1·vatio1toi 
a.re direcred, and the nianner i11 whicl1 the)" are illufirated and 
explained. \Ve have perufed the fermons \Vith pleafure; tl1ey 
contai11 mat1)' jLtfr and t"orcible remarks 011 11uman life and ma11-
ners, abound with direaio11s and ad\•ices, of a moft falt1tary te11-
denC}', and are animated by tl1e fpirit of genuine Cl1riitianity. 
The ie'\yeriry of criticifrn migl1t perl1aps fi11d fat1lt witl1 a 
few particular expreffiu11s, and objea to the arrar1ge1ne11c i11 011e 
or t\vo infiances as i11judiciot1s; hut thofe \\'110 read '''ith a ''itw 
to improve1nent a11d edification, will 11ot be incli111.:cl to dwell 011 

tl1efe i11vidious 111i1111titt. 
The addrefs before the Miffionary Society, difplaj·s i11 a 

warm and animated firain, the profpeCl: of '' Peace to tl1e Hea
t11en,'' by tl1e f t1t11re diifufion and be11eficial inilt1e11t::es of tl1t' Gr)
fpel a1no11g tl1c>f>;': v.•l1u are at prefent ig11ora11t of tl1e way of fdl- · 
'\'ation tl11·ougl1 Ch1·ift. 

• 

DIVINE AGENCY !ic(~rff11·;~ to the propngnti(i1l of CIIRlSTIANITY-

A S1~Rl\lfON, p1-~.'lt·l1t•ti at Ca1;11"ibe/l St1·ect ftfe,·ti11g-l1r,1~/c, (;/,rf...i:,o7i•, 
&1z Jil r1.v 17. b~'fore t/;e Friends of the London Miilia11ary bocii::
lJ' • B.v tl,e l\e'1.1. Andrew Du11canfon, 1l,fi11ifte1~ oj. t/;e Gqjj:·~·l 11! 

J"ii1·tl1·ie. 8'l10. 6rl. 50 pages. NivcR, .. &'/afgv7.lJ • 
• 

TI-IE autl1or of t11is fera1on 11as very properly turned tl1e 
~tte11tio11 of tl1c· fi·ic:-ids of 1·eligion to tl1e impoi·tant doc-

• 
tJ·1ne 
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trine of Divine Agency, .for infuring fuceefs even to the heft 
intended a11cl befi concerted plans for the propagatio11 of CJ1ri
ftianity. Thot1gh we hope ar1d tru{l, t11at this doCl:rine is not 
011ly ackno\.vleclged, bu.t powerf11lly fel.~, by thofe \\'ho are at 
p1·cfent exerting tl1emfelves for fending tl1e Gofpel to tl1e Hea
tl1e11 ; yet it is a matter of fo mucl1 moment in the Chriftia11 life, 
tl1at it fuould be co11ftantly kept in view, in every fcl1emewhicb is 
formed, or attempted to be carried into execution; tl1at we can 
never tl1inl~ a difcot1rfe unfeafonable, which p1·ofeffes a defign to 
illuftrate an(l enforce the importa11t leflon, that, '' Paul 1nay 
plant, and Apollos may water, but it is God alone that can give 
tl1e i11creafe. '' 

The fubjeCl: of Mr Dunca11f<>n's fermon is taken from If. Ii. 9. 
After fome preliminary obfcr'i.1 ations 011 the diilreffed fiate of the 
Je\vs at the period to which tl1e text refers, which drew forth 
tl1is prayer of the prophet for the clivine interpofition in their 
fa\.,ot1r, the author confide1·s tl1e expri:ffions of the text as ap
plicable to tl1e prefent fitt1ation of the world, and containing a 
very fuitable Jlrayer to God i11 bel1alf of the benighted Heathen. 
From this view of it, 11e ded11ces the follo\\.·ing obfervations :
Tl1at '' the aid of Divine Power is neceffary to the propagation 
of Cl1riftia11ity ;'' that ''fervent pra}.,er to God is one neceffary 
mean to proniote the propagatio11 of Cl1riftianity;'' that'' God's 
po\verful i11terpofitions i11 bel1alf of llis IJeople in times pafi:, are 
·encourage111l't1ts to us, t11at J1e \\·ill yet difplay his power, arid 
plead l1is 0\\•11 caufe ;'' and 1J.1al '' tl1edeplorable co11dition of our 
fellow-men calls for 0111· more fer\·eut prayer in their behalf.'' 
1~hefe 1Jro1>c>fitions, it is tl1e olJjcct of the fer1non to illufirate. 

Tl1c fi rfl of t11en1 is clifcu!fecl at more length tl1an any of the 
otl1ers ; it is b1·a11cl1ed out into a \•ariety of fuhordinate particu
lar!:, all of '"'·hich contain very lJfeful r~marks, though t'Ve could 
l1ave \\•ifl1ecl that greater atte11tion had been paid to l~eep thefe 
difli11Cl: from one a11otl1e1·, al1cl jJreve11t a repetition of the fame 
idea:; t111cler di.ffere11t l1eads. 1·1~e t1tility of the clifco11rfe, upon 
the whole, 110\.\·ever, compenfates for flighter cleficiencies in 
poi11t of logical prec!fio11, and renllers it' worthy the attention, 
11ot only of t11e cor1gregation to w11icl1 it "'as primarily addrcffed, 
b11t of all \.vl10 are aCl:uated by a fi.111ilar defire for tl1e diffufio11 
of Cl1rifii~11it)·· 

Tl1e fo]]o\•:ir1g par::?graµh, pointing ot1t particu]arly the '\·ie\\"'S 
t'%JJ011 whicl1 t11e a11thor, a11ci t11ofe immediareJy co111ietl:ed with 
him, cl1c>l

0

e to form a jtinCl ion with the London 1\1ifi!onary So
ci~t)··, br·t=;1rl1ts a ,·er: C111·ifiia11 fpirit, and may with propriety be 
i!lfe,1·ttcl ~l'> <l f1)eCt n1en of the EUt]1or's mocle of w1·iting. 

'' l t i~ 111.1iecefT1r.'· to give a11y hifio1·ica) account of the dif
fercr1t f,] iffic;1RrJ· Societies that are al1·t:ady fo1·n1cd ; tl1e 
eirct1lar add1·c1lcs y,•hic.:11 11ave beer1 difperfed by each of then1 

\\•iil 
' 
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will give you information: was the fobjea new, or J1ad you 
\Jeen prevented from acquiring information otherwife, I would 
have told ~'O\l by what means this laudable undertaki11g is ad
vanced fo far; but fuch is unneceffary. To all the diiferent 
Societies in the ki11gdom, infiituted for the 11urpofe of fending 
the Gofpel to the Heathen, we willi fuccefs; but it is in behoof 
of the London l\f iffiooary Society t8at we are t11is evening con
vened. None are by any means to fuppofe, that there are any 

·intentions of oppofition to the pious and benevolent cxerticns of 
this city ( Glafgow) ; for fome who are defirot1s to contribute 
their affiftance to. th~ Society in London, are regl1lar f11bfcribers 
to the Society i11 Glafgow ; and all the friends of t11e former . 
are, I believe, zealous wellwilliers to the latter. But they con
fider the former as deferving t>f their particular notic~. By the 
zeal and early exertion of the members of that Society, others 
have been ftirred up to jealouf y. By them much inquiry ha& 
been made, and much fatigue endured, in preparing and carry
ing the fchenie it1t() effea; to them we are indebted for n1uch 
information, and much comfortable religious inftruBion.
Though~ then, we lend our aid to other Societies, and exert 
ourfelvcs as we are able, to promote their fuccefs, '\Ve lliall not, 
l hope, be ce11fured in our partiality tu that one from which we 
lla\·e derived {o many adva11tages.'' 

• 

• 

~/,4 NATURE of the GosPEL Je/inenttd, and itJ UNIVERSAL 
SP.READ, jot111ded upo11 the Dec/t1ra!ion of jEsus CHRIST. .A 
SER?.10N, p1·eacl.1ed i11 the parijh-ch111·r.h ~f Kil111arnock, 011 'Ih111f
dt1.11, .A11g;•Jl 18. 1796. By John Ruffell, A. M. 011e of the 
Minifl~rs of K:/1narno,·k. 8vo, 76 pageJ. 6d. Wili'on at 
.Ayr. 

• 

TIIE nt1merous Sermons to which the inftitution of Mir
fionary Societies, in various parts c1f tl1e country, has late
ly given rife, have been, as might be expefled, cor1fiderably di
verfified, from the different tempers and talents of the indivi
duals by whom they were prt:ached, though all harn1onifing in 
ore common obje8:, and all of tl1em actuated by a fimilar f pirit. 

Tl1e fermon now under co1ifideration is dillinguilhed by its 
taking a much wider range than moft of thofe which have hi
therto appeared. upon this occafion. Mr Ruffe]l's object: is not 
only to exl1ibit the profpeas of an univerfal ditl"ufion of Chri
fiianicy, and its future and final t1·iumph over all oppofition, 
but he aims likewife at comprifing within the limits of the fame 
diicourfe, a }>retty a\nple vie\\' of the leading truths and doc
trines which form the 1>eculiar charaB:eriftics of the Gofpel. 
From the commarad of our S.aviour, (i\1Iark xvi. 15.), ''Preach 
&be 1ofpel to e\·ery creature,'' he takt:s occaJion to confider, i11 

the 
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the firft place, the natu1·e ot" the gofpcl ; and a'fterwards the ex
tent of the commiffion.given,as to preaching it ''in all the world,'' 
and '' to every creature.'' 

Had the view here introduced of t11e nature of the Gofpel 
been confined to a general Llatement 0£ its doClrines and delinea
tion of its fpirit, 110 objeB:ion could have been offered to the plan 
of the fermon; but, in difct1ffi.ng this pre.li1nir1ary point, Mr 
Ruffell has run out to a difp1·oportionate le11gtl1 ; and, by en
dea vouri11g to introduce too many fubjeCls, has, WC! are afraid, 
rather obfcured .than elucidated feve1·al of the topics ttpon which 
he has toucl1ed. The defign of his fer1no11 f11rely ciid not render 
it neceffary, in one place, to enter into a lo11g difcL1ffio11 on i he 
n1etapl1yfical inquiry refpeCl:ing the t·ree<lo1-r1 of the h Ui11an will, 
no more tJ1an it required him, in ar1other, to introdt1ce the cietini
tio11s of tl1e term co11dition, delivered by the writers on the Ro-
1na11 law. Even in thefirft part of thedifcourfe ho\vever, many 
ex:celle11t obfervations occur, but we could have wiilied that it 

, 

had been confidtrably abridged, and we are perfuaded tl1e whole 
would have been rendered mo.re tifeful, had the extraneous mat-
ter been entirely omitted. . 

The f11bfcquent bra:tches of the fermon, we have no doubt, 
\viii be perufed with general fatisfaCl:ion. Mr Ruffell defcribes, 
with great propriety, the cl1araCl:er of the perfons to whom the 
commitlion to preach the Gofpel is given, as tiifiinguiilied by 
tl1e r1·ue and faving kno\vledge of the Son of God ; by a pre
vailing difpofition to dedicate the whole period of their life to 
tl1e fe1·vice of God; by a competent portion of gifts, in ordi-
11ary cafes by a call frotn the cl1urch ; by a 11oly zeal for the 
advancement of tl1e glory of Chrift; and, finally, by a noble 
an1bitio11 to gain fi11ners by an exemplary "·all~, as well as un-
exceptionable, doct1·i11e. · 

In afce1·taining the e:>c!ent of the commiffion to preach the Go.. * 
f pel to every creatLtre,. it is juftly obfer,~ed, that the expreffion 
i 1nplies, that the glad tidi11gs of falvation throt1gh Chrifi are to 
be proclaimed, amo11g all r1ations, to all claffes of perfons, and 
to 1tnners of all fo1·ts, tl1e cl1ie;f of them not excepted. The il-
l ufi rarior1s 11nder tl1is lafi particttlar are juft and forcible, and 
defl:!r\•e the attentio11 of thofe who may be fometimes apt, either 
erro11eoufl y or inadvertently, to make ufe of e.xpreffions not al
together co11fiftent with tl1e unlimited freedom of divi11e grace. 

111 tl1e concluding inferences, Mr Ruffc.:11 vi11dicatc·s from the . 
co1nmon accufation of tincharitablenefs, tf1ofe wl10 1nai11tair1 the 
neceffity and importance of the belief of the pect1liar doctrine:; 
of t11e Gofpel for falvatio11 ; preifes it upon the hearers of the 
Gofvel to receive the trutl1 in the Jc,ve of it, tl1at they may be 
faved; 11rges ftrongly the freedon1 and efficncy cf divi11e 

V 01 •• I. N n - g1·a-ce ; 
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grace ; exhorts to the ufe of every praB:icable mean for diffu·• 
. fing the benefits of the Gofpel among thofe who are fiill in z 

ftate of deplorable darknefs; and warmly recommends an U• 

nion of efforts among all the friends and difciples of Chrift for 
that purpofe. 

, To the ufeful11efs and excellence of this fermon, upon the 

~ 

• 

whole, we with pleafure bear our teftimony; though impar
tiality requi1·ed that thofe defeCts in its firuCl:ure, which V\1e 
could not b11t obferve in the perufal, fhould not be paifed with-

• out notice. 

• 
• 

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

I-IE Di1·eaors of the Londo11 Miffionary Society 11avc publifl1ed an ad

drefs, wl1ich \Ve may aftcr,vards prefe11t to the public at la1·ge. In 

th·is they ad\•ert to tl1e late e1nba1·kation of t\vent}·-ni11e n1en and five wo-

1nen, \Vitl1 t\\'O c11ildren, for Otaheite. Tl1ey exprels the fatisfaCl:ion \vl1icl! 

tl1ey had, i11 tl1eir good opi11ion of them being confi1·med, during tl1eir 

ftay at Port frnct1t 11 for abot1t fix \Vet ks, a11d requeft. tl1e prayers of Chri

il lans to him into ,,·hofc cxclufive cai·e the expedition is now committed. 

'D1ey ft.ate t11e coft of t11e {l1ip to be L. 487 5, ·and, \Vith fearne.ns \Vages and 

every otl1er chargt·, tl1e cxpcnce to be about L.12,000. This nearly ex. 

haufts the prefent funds of t11e Society. Tl1e fl1ip, however, being cl1ar

teted by t11e India Com11an;·, ,,·ill, if it pleafesGod to bring l1t!r back in fafe

ty, entitle the111 to L. 5000 for the freight of her cargo. And tl1e return 

of articles of curiofit)', ,,·itl1 tl1e ptlblic~1tion of tl1e particulars of the \'oyag·e 9• 

and of t11e reception a11d fctt lcment of tl1c Miffionaries, &c. ma)' p1·.obably 

leffen tl1e ex1)e11ce of tl1c ~1 ifficn. 

The)' no\v ai1nounce their \""ie\vs, ai1d \vifi1es to be direB:ed tO"\\'ards a 

l\'Iiffio11 to Africa. 1~11c i11_iuries \vl1ich tl1at unfortur.ate quarter of tl1e 

globe has ft.11tnined, by tl1e ava1·ice a11d cruelties of Europeans, appeal to t11e 

jufl:.ice and compaflion of Chriflians, and call for their efforts, for the en

lightc11ing ai1d t11e falvation of its ,,.,·etched nations. ,.fl1c Diretlors da 

not publi01, i1or do they fcem as }'et to 11ave gone into ai1y details re

fpeaing this; b1.it the general idea is, to undertake fome diftir..a l\·liffions, 

into fcveral p~trts, as future information may fuggeft, and future funds ma}" 

enable them. Ti1e clir,1ate of the fc.,uthern part of Africa, to be penetrated 

from the Ca11e of Good I-lope, tl1ey repreft::11t to be l~ealthy ; and they men

tion a11o fome ·ci1·c~n1fta11ces \\·l1icl1 recommend t11e '''e{lern coaft; fuch asp 

the friendly concurrence of the Sierra Leone Company and tl1ei1· fer-

'\·a11ts, the. ,-.·if1'.cs exprefl!.!d to theu1 by certain pericns of confiderable 
• 

ir,fluence, fe:-tlcc! 011 t11e fl1ore:i of t11e Gambia, to be i11ft1·uClcd in tl1e 

arts of ci\·iiizi::d liic, and tl1e ad\•iccs i·eccivcd from a meiTenger of t11e 

1\.ffociation 
• 
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Affuciation for difcovering the i11terior of Africa, 1200 miles up the Gam

·bia, \\•ho has probably by tl1is time reached TombuC\:oo ii'. The plan laid 

do\vn by t11e Sierra Leone Company, of a l\1iff1on to the F oulah country, 

occupies at pre[ent their moft ferioNs confideration. A11d tl1ey have pu

·bti.fJLed, for the information of well\\'if11ers, the abridgement (made, it DO\V 

appears, by Mr Henry Tl1ornton) of the Journal of f\.'1eif. \Vinterbottom and 

\Vatt, already laid before our readers, No. Ill. page 103. &.c. The fa. 

vou1·able vit!w given of the Foulal1 count1·y by thefe gentlemen, tlley 

mention to \Je confirmed by l\'lr Dawes, the late Governor of Sierra Leone; 

wl10 fartl1er [~ys, that tl1e nigl1ts are fometimes 2.o 0 colder there than on 

the coaft ; and that it is fupplied \Vith :i·l·l the ·t1ecefiaries, and many of the 

comforts of1life. He adds, tl1at tl1e i11habitants are i·uppofcd to carry on a 
• 

co11fi<lerable tra.ffic, .and that, by means {)fa Chri{tian eftablill1ment at 

Tt:emi>o f, a11 eafy opening may be made for ot!1e1·s, 111uci1 nearer th.'.! 

centre of Africa ; fo tl1at Miffionaries fettled on tl1is plan may m~i1J .. 

tain a very freque11t intercourfe \Vith Sierra Leone. 

'I'hey invite z~alous, fincere, and determined Ch1·ifiians, 2cquainted \Vitli 

hufbandry and other ufeful occupations, one too, pe1·h:!ps, of iomc literar)~ 

accomplii11ment,and one educated to iurgel·y ar.1d n~t.:di'ci11e, to co1ne for\\•ard 

to tl1is work. And tl1ey anticipate the affi{ta11ce \vith \vhicl1, it is not .to 

be doubted, t11at tl1e lovers of t11e Gof pel, and of the fouls of men, \\·ill 

fur11if11 t11cm, to accompli{}1 the gloriocs objects at 1,1·cfc11t undl.!r thei1· con

fide1·ation. 1.,l1ey conclude an animated and ftril~ing addrefs, in tl1e fol

. 1:0'". ing manner. 

'' \.T~'e repeat our carneft in\•itation to Chriftians of C\'cry nar..1e to aid t11e 
'''Ork \vi th their prayers, tl1eir co11nfe::ls, and t11eir, ir1f! uence. \\.,.. e confide·r 

• 

"it to be a caufe \Vl1icl1, oibove all otl1ers, demands the i·upport of every 011e 

'''110 feels fo1· tl1e honour of his Saviour, or the happi11t-f.s of l1is f11ecie~.

'Tl1ere is no pe1·iod i11 ,,·hich t11is duty is not feafonauie ; bL}t are there net 

man)· circumftances \\•l1icl1 more efpecially prefs it 11pt111 tls 1:0·1i· .P \\1 e profeis 

not to unfold tl1e n1yfie1·ious }lUrpofes of tl1e Almigl1ty, nor to kno\v the 

times and feafons \vhicl1 lie l1as put in l1is O\vn }lO\\'er; 11e\rerthelefs, '''e 

·"i.vould 11ot be i11~ttentive to the \\'ays of his provicle11ce, \\,.l1icl1 illuftrate 11is 

\vord. "I'he general imp1·ei1ion on tl1e mi11ds of tlie }Jeople of G<>d y11·e1Ja1c:s 

them to expeB. tl1e a1)proacl1 of tl1at 11rediCted }Jeriod, \1.·l1c11 tl1e Cl1rifti.:.n 

cl1 u1·cl1 fl1all e11large its bounda1·ies. Tl1e fig11s of tl1e latter cia)·s ad \'ance ; 

tl1e fl1ades of darknefs are difperfing; tl1e kingdom of .t\11ticl1rill is falli11g; 

a11d tl1e 11a11d of Providence appears to be rnal.:.ing a1·ra11gcments fo1· a 11r\V 

N 11 z ~c::·a 

* TombuB:oo is a city of great pop1Jlation, ~11tl fL1i111ofed \Vealtl1, al111oft 
1n tl1e cc11tre of Africa, to \\1hicl1 caravans from l\!orocco aµd T1·iJJQli;: 
ac. carry on grc.at and 111·ofitable commc1·ce. 

t rfl1e capital of t11e f'9ulal1 country. 

• 

• • 
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head ; a11d I, \vanti11g notl1i11g more of this '"orld, \vould not then care 
• 

,,.11at rr1igl1t bet:ome of me ; being kept from evil, and rejoicing in the 
hope fet before me. For indeed this \Vorld is all vanity, it matters but 
little 110\\' it goes.'' 

Ext1·afl of a Lctte1·, tiated, Ninieg11e1z, (11olla11d), Sejit. 29. tj96. 

I \'ERY much rejoiced at t11e fc1·vency \vhich 'you mention, that takes 

place ir1 Scotla11d, for tl1e propagation of the Gofpel among the Heathen. 

I am 11ot lefs forry, at tl1e f:1me time, to inform you of another kind of 

proj1aga11da tl1at tal~cs place in this part of tl1e world, whicl1 in every re

ipec1 is intended agair1ft tl1e kingdom of Chrift, and, if it \Vere poffible, to in
troduce l'aganilm ane,v. But no fear! Chrift fits at the right-hand of his, 

heJve11ly Fatl1er, a11d all pov.•er is given him i11 11ea\·en a11d on eart11; Sa 
that lie \vill undoubtedly take care that the gates of 1·1ell f11all not prevail 

ovcL· l1is churcl1. It feems tl1e Lord intends to make a feparation 11ere 

bct\\•ixt thofe that feek l1im in truth, and thofe \\•ho only folio·,,, him fo[' 

\Vorldly i11tercfi, and f1·om \vo1·ldly vie\vs. This begi11s already to have 

a good efrett, as it obliges the minifters to preach pu1·e~0Clrine, and 

rraB:ical. .i\1c::re rno1·al iermo11s tl1e beft kind of people will not hear, and 

tl1ofe that ufcd to l1ear t11em almoft never come to church. So that if 

tl1ey infift upo11 it, tl1cy muft be content to preach to chai1·s and pe,vs. 

\·\.' e 1111ve ft ill four minifters and found Gofpel-doCl:rine. Tl1e little 

c;.hurcl1 \Vas burnt down during tl1e fiege, and the 11reat churcl1 is fully fuf

ficic11t for tl1e preft:nt congregatio11, tl1e i1t1mber being mucl1 diminifhed 
' , 

by deatl1 i11 t11e fcvere \vir1te;:r~bet\veen 1794 and 1795, \Vl1e11 tl1ere \Vas almoft 

a famine in tl1e town. l\tly houfe \Vas \\'OndcrJ.ully p1·efcrved duri11g the 

1iege ; fl1ells fell in every l1oufe round about; 011 l y one paffed tl1rough the 

top of the chimney, abo\·e the roof of my 11ouie, and did no otl1er da .. 

Tl1e Syr1od of Rti;ef, \vl1i\.'.h met at Edinbu1·gl1 011 the 18th of May 17¢, 

:usA.~I~I()0:SLf ~iclopt.;d the follo\'> i11g Overtures. 

ijl, Tl1at all the rn 1.:mbers of tl1is Synod fi1all encourage t11e laud:lblt! 

' 

f pirit of zeal, \•,:l1icl1 has ueen excited in various parts ot' tl1is ki11g<lom, to 

lend the ki1owlt:dge elf i:ll\ration to the I-Ieatl1e11 11ations, and il1all unite . 

their exe1·tions \\'itl1 any fociety t11at may be fo1·med, to promote fuch a 

goo<.l and great delign. 
2tily, ·rhat \vl1cn the il1·ea1n of pt1blic bene\1ol::nce 11as begun to flo'"·• 

and p1·0111ifes foon to 1·efrelh many foreign lands, fome exertio11s fl1oul<l be 

ln;i(le to .,,•ate1· the \vilJcrncfs a11d iolitary places at l1ome. And, confider

ir1g the prefc11t ftate of religion in the Highlands of Scotl:ind, tl1at ti1ey 

a11poi11t ·a c()=t1!nittf'e 1 t~ ,1cvifc a fl'.heme for fending evangelical 1ninifiers, 
' ' 

• o:.-

-





' 

' 
' 

• 

• 

' 

P 0 E T R Y. 

To a CHR.ISTl.r\N P ,\R.ENT, 011.th~ lofi 
of a CHRIS'l'JAN DAUGH'rER. 

EEP, then, n1y f1·iend, tl1i11e eyes 
are full, 

Nature mu{l have relief, 
And grace \Vas 11ever meant to il1ut 

The 01>'ning ii>ri11gs of grief. 

Thy lovely da11ghte1·'s gone, alas! 
I too, my friend, can mou1·n, 

J'or I l1ave felt, and ftill 1nay feel 
Tl1y forro\VS in my turn. 

Yet let 11s mind, 'tis God \Vl10 takes, 
A11d cl1eclt tl1e falli11g teat·, 

He gave, and only tal~es his O\\'n, 
Ancl n1e1·cy flo\VS evc11 l1e1·e. 

Fo1· fl1e' s not lofi '· 011 ! ito, my frie11d, 
Thy treafttre's f afely fio1·'d, 

'\Vl1e1·e tl1ou need'ft fear no fltture foe, 
For ever '''itl1 the l~ord. 

A11d;would'ft thottgrudge to fee he1·bleft, 
Safe in thv \vifu'd-fo1· l1av'n? • 

-Then let tl1y fong of praile arife, 
For hope tlty God has givln. 

E\•'n in the bud, tl1e lovelv flow'r 
''ras nipt, and did decay; 

Tl1e ftorn1s of life began to rage, 
It quicky fl1rL111k a\vay. 

She fled to climes, ivl1ere no ftorn1s rage, 
To ffourifh c\•c1· tl1e1·e ; 

Where deatl1 comes not, nor trouble's 
fot111d, 

Nor e\·'n 011e falli11g tear. 

0 ! had'ft t11ot1 heard lier i11fant Jips 
The Saviot1r's 11a111e firfr i·aile 

To angels l1a1·ps ! thot1 l1ad'fi not \Vept, 
But joi11'd 11e1· fo11g of praifc. 

R. 

Ill. 
Great tho' the guilt of Jacob's feed 

And for defir118ion fit, 
'' Deft1·oy the clufle1· not,'' he fa.id. 

'' T11e new wine's found in it• ... 
JV. 

1-Ie fuook tl1e king<loms of tl1e eartl1, 
To othersthefe were giv'n: 

But \Vhen the Heir of all is bor11, 
He 1hakes both earth and hea v'n f. 

v. 
Hewn without hands, t11e chofen ftone 

Breaks do\vn tl1e image great
The kingdom that tl1e Lo1·d f ets up. 

St1rvivcs each earthly ftate f. 
\. r. 

Hope of the feafo11 cheers 011r hearts, 
\\7l1icl1 gives thy pui-pofe bi1·th

Jef11s fuall reign tl1e Lo1·d of all. 
His kingdom '' fiJI the earth.'' 

VII. 
Faft flythe clouds fromTruth's bright 

orb, · 
Break forth t11e beams divine ; 

And foon on each benighted eye. 
The laea:v'nly light fl1all fi1ine. 

VIII. 
Soon fhall the Angel, in the fea, 

The heavy mill-ftone caft II; 
Babylon fl1all mourn her \voes to cmtte, 

l\:Iorc tl1a11 fl1e mourn'd the paft §. 
I i-• • 

Thy chofen, from the four \Vi11ds 
fo11ght ,_ 

Oh ! gather into One •• : 
Due is each ranfom'd life to thee, 

11or \Vl1icl1 tlaou gav'il thine ow11 ! 

G 0 D IS L 0 VE. 
>··>··,.•·>··>·· 1 Jo11N iv. 8. 

II Y M N. ! FoR a feraph's \\•ings to fly 

D , . . .. & To yo11de1· realms abo\·e, · 
· A1' IEL 

11· 34· 35· 44· 45 · '"11· 14· 2 7 · c · TJ1ere catch tl1e joy-i11f1>i1·ing thente, 
l. And ii11g that '' God is love.'' 

-·RUE to 11is \Vord ! the God of· grace 
No ]lt·om is'd J1ope dela;.·s: 

•rime's tar:dy forJtfteps 011\\'.a1·d lpced, 
And bring tl1e lattc1· clays. 

I I. 
Sel f-n1ov'd, 11is J1ea1·t l1as ne'er forgot 

Imprifo11'd in tl1is l1ot1fe of clay, 
Ho\V <ll1ll my fpirits move ! · 

Ah ! ho\V inadequate n1y tl1011gl1ts 
Of l1in1, \Vl1ofe name is '' Lo\•e !'' , 

TJ1e1·e the brigl1t. l1ofts around the 

• 

·r11e feelings 011ce it k11e\v ; 
In all the '''a}'S of l'1·0\·icle11ce, 

Tl•c Ki11:;tlr11:z \\·as i11 \•ic\\'. 

Unceafing raptu1·c p1·0,·e ! (thro11e, 
And tl1ro' a hleft eiernity, 

Re-echo, '' God is Jo,·e.'' 
Cor1-uptions 

• .Ifn.ia?1 lx\•. 8. t J{aggai ii. 6 7. Heb. xii. 26. :7. 28. f D~n ii • 
• ~4· :1."i· 44. 1 Cor. xv. z4. z5. Ii Rev . .X\·iii. 23. § Rev. xi. 14. 
x•ii.i. 8. 9. ~o. , ~latth. X\'i\·. 31. • • John xi. jZ. x 16 • 

• 

' 
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• 

• 

• TO 

• • 

• 
io11a1· 

FOR I • 
• 

• 

CONVERSION JN ADVANCED YEARS. 
• 

• 
CONVERSION i1~ ADVANCED YEARS, exen1plijied irz tl'e l.'nfe of" 

poo~ W1DO\V 'VoMAN • 
• 

• 

T l1as l">een remarked by minif:rers of experience, \vho have 
attended to tl1e various \vays in wl1ich tl1e Spirit ordinarily 

c<1lls finners -to r~pentar1ce 11nder tl1e'Gofi)el, tl1at infiat1ces of 
converfi.on in atlva11ce(l life are very rare. In· general, they wl10 
J1ave lo11g er1joy~d tl1c n1e:lns of grace, without profiting under 
tl1er11, are at ler1gtJ1 give11· 11p to hardnefs of J1eart: like tl1at 
g1·0~111ll \V}\icl1 be2rctl1 tl-.or11s and briers, they are. nigl1 unto 
curfing. E\•en in ft1ch cales, 110\vevt>r, wl1ich to all 11uman :ap• 
i)e::irance are p:.1ft J1ope of recovery, tlie grace of God is fome
tim~s difplayecl: his fov~rcignty and divi11e llOWer are n1anifeft
cc.l in calli11g ion1e aln1oft at tl1e lat1: J1ot1r. ,.fl1e inll:ance of tl1e 
11enite11t tl1ief upon tl1e crofs, wl10, in tl1e very agonies of dc~th, 
iought an{l obtaincJ tlle mercy of Chrifi, is fi11gular; and few, if 
~ny, parallel inltances c;tn be pro<.ittce<l : but tl1ere certainl7 
l111~:e l1een fo111c 1>erfons, \\'110 l1ad li\•e,l long i11 a carelefs m;inner, · 
:ind \vho have bce11 brot1ght, in the Ltecline of lif<!, to a cl1ange 
c)f l1eart, \vi1icl1, to 311 ht1111a11 appearar1ce, was of a faving na
t t11·e. An i11{tanre of tl1is ki11tl, \vl1ici1 111ls fallen under my 
<)\Vil obfervatlon, al1pears to n1c fo111e\vl1&1t re111arkablc; a·nd I 11ave 
tl1ougl1t tl1at tl1e recorcling of it might be ufeftt! to otl1ers. 

Tl1e fu~jeCI: of tl-.is fl101·t n1el11oir, is a poor \VitlO\V woman, 
".vl10 1-.~s but 1~1tely come. to a11 a;qt1aintance \vitl1 tl1e~utf1 as it 
is in J efus, an<l ,,·110 fcc"Tis no·.v to ha\•e comfort in b~lievin~ 

VoL. I. 0 o · tl1e 



































































































































































































































































































































I 
• 

• 

• 

' 

-

, 

. 

to. THJ! SANCTIFICATION DIS. -I 
• 

ment;•1aacpub·lishedifrom. Sinai.•.,.~'~ ~emeWU.ber the 
Sabbath day to ke~·:it. 'holy. · Six· days shalt .thou 
labOui. and do .. all thy · works.~ .. · But the seventh 
~y1is• the Sabbath of the Lord thy ·God; . iii ~t thoµ 
Shalt ~not 1 do :any wbrk,- thou, nor thy· son, nor thy 
daughter, .nor: th, .. 111a11, :servant~-· nor. thy·. maid ser~ 
vant ; · .·nQr thy· cattle, nor· thy.: stranger that is with .. 
in;~hy. gates·;~ ·for m1 ;six dajs: the ;Lo~d made heaven 
· d ~ttb'~ •the;se~rand:all that·inithem is,. and rest .. 

• • • 

eiitthe ·'.seventh'. day ;· wherefore ~the : .Lord- blesse~ 
th·e~abbatli day,, and hallowed it~'.· ·''In six days the 
Lord:~made ·· eav.enrand· ea . · ;·and ~n the seventh 

' 

d~yj he.:~~ted an~1wasrrefreshe~ t~~~ ~'Six· days t~o~ 
slialt ·w~ttk ~; bu~ :dri the seventli ~day .thou shalt r~st ... 

• • • • 

. -Mark the tehar. of:ttiefou · · commandment~ T,he - ' .. . • • 

fbrm pfspeecn~th whichfitds:l.ntrb4"iuced, ;is·well a~ 
tht histo,Yof tbe:law·a~ tihe creationwithwfii~hit con~ 
elude,, ev~dently establishes ;this p_.-oposittoQ~· The !=all 
toTemeriiber t,he S_a)?bat~ ~y plalnly-~ti~~tes ~o ~a~ 
the pronene~· of nari~ns -and. chui~hes t9 . ~rget .it. ~t 
notifies~: ~oreover,: th't as~ ~--the·progress,·ot•Soeie~: . 
q ,:departure fr~m: theltr.ut~~ . ;~rrup~on ~f man-: 
nef~, •have ;incteased,\ :arid -~o. increase, .. with the .. ad-
. .Yance· ·of ti~e ;. so~the memor:y :of the Sabbath, .ai: 
W.~lf·;as.the know~edge.and wprship of t~e o~~y true 
~od;;.would have be~n; entirely lost, if" by· :the ~pecial 
iater;pasition of heaven, a re~tO.J:ation :llad •DOt .taken 
place ·at certain t~mes: 'of reformation~· ~or botli 

peal .to the history .. of :n1an, and ! of~ the Church of. 
God, both sacr~d and profane. · · · · ' · 
. I: cori~idei' this· .as 9f:so ~'1~-h. consequence -in, e-

much ·s~t ~p~n securing the credit of his Sabbath 
. • * .. • - . . . .. . .. ' 

• Exod. xx. 8 I.I. t Chap. xxxi. 17. · 
t Chap. xxxiv. 21. · . · · . 

• • • 

• 





THE SANCTIFICATION DJS. I. 

grace in the eyes· of the Lord.'. ''And Noah w~s 
a jtJst man, and ·perfect ·in his generation; and Noah, 
\\'a1ked with God•.', But as to the rest of that. 
generation, irreligion and profligacy of manners had 
arri~red _.to such· an height, that,'' God saw. that the 
wickedness· of n1an was great in the earth,. and that 
every imagination.of the thought of:his heart was only 
evil·continua11y. The earth also was corrupt before· 
God, a.nd the earth w.:is filled with. violence And 
God looked :upon ·the earth, and behold i.t was cor
rupt: for a1ll flesh had corrupted his way upon the 
earth t.', : · ·:: · ~ · 

Here then was a most alarming falling away. 
All respect for the Sabbath was lost. And the in
separable attendant, profligacy of every description, 
abounded. The true. religion, and the sanctificatibn 
of .the -Sabbath, was confined to .one .family; :-'.tO ·ihe 
ho.u.~ehold of ,Noah ; and perhaps .even there,. the. 
temper of the times found its \vay. You ~JlOW the~ 
consequence. ~ By tbe-..upivet.sal: deluge, the whole 
human. race were swept from the ~arth .at once, 
with the exception ,of .-Noah, __ and his family; and 
thus. the world was purged. fr()Jll. wi(:kedness,. by, the. 
destr~tion of its inhabitants. What a solemn Jes-

• 

son and warning to every succeeding generation of. 
mankind! ·. · .. 

1,his sweeping calam·ity, occa.$ioned by t·he uni
versal wickedness, was succeeded :by· many .re.mark-. 
able d.isplays of the favour of ehovah to Noah and 
his family. He entered into covenant. with him,· 
and under the emble,n of the cpvenant Qf the rain·!'" . 
bo\v, a bett~r· covenant se~m~ . to have been esta
Ji5}1cd with them. Under the government of such a 
pious and zealous father : with suc·h a series of un
paralleled judgm~nts passi~g before their eyes ; and 

"'Gen. vi. 8. 9. t Vera.ea 5. 6. 11. 12 • 
• 

• 

• 

_, 

• 





• 

TH.E SANCTIFICATION DIS. I. 
• 

' 

Israel, denied by their cruel· o.ppressofs ·the bo.di,ly 
rest of the Sabbat·h, would far less enjoy: the day.'.for 
the p11rposes of.religious devotion.-. But from· the pe• 
riod-in·\\·hich ·Moses and; Aaron appeared ~s their de• 
Jiverers, :the knowledge. of the: SabbatJl seems to ftave 
been revived. Fot immediately on: .passing the 'Red 
Sea, and pitching. in the ·wilderness; before they ar~ 
rived at the foot of Sinai, Moses ·speaks· of the Sab~ 
bath as an institution. they well knew~ and· gave or· 
ders; by1the comn1ands of eho\l'ah,;how. they were 
to supply themselves. with . a double allowance of 
the·manna on the six' th day ,rin order· that the seventh 
miglit be consecrated to an ·holy resting· all that 
day.• . . . . 

The more effectually, however, to· accomplish. 
the de.signs of· heaven .in · restoring t~e ·moral law 
in general, and in a particular manner .the law .of· the 
Sabbath,,· ehovah calts ,lsrae1 to· the most solemn 
convention at Sinai that t·he :w.orld ·had ever beheld• 
_All nature is roused to attention .by t-he circum• 
stances of majesty and· awful solemnity :with· which 
the approach of ehovah is announced ; and Isa aelj 
with· Moses advanced before· them,. exceedingly fears 
and quakes. . Tbe thunders roll ; the; ··lightnings · 
:ff ash ; the ·trumpets sound ; : Si·nai is altogether in a 
smoke, ,Je.hovah descends upon it in·fire: the sm·oke 
ascends as the smoke of a furnace : the whole moun• 
tain quakes exceedingly ; and· from ·amidst the 
thick darkness, '.these words ·were .proclaimed, with 
a majesty, which yo~ would rthi . the .~o~t stupid 
Israelite could never have forgotten t. ··lee I .am the 
Lord thy God, which have brought thee. out of: the· 
land of Egypt·, out of the house of bondage.'' 
'' Remember the Sabbath to· ,keep it: holy; &c~ &c. 

Thus the original law tor the sapctific•ian of the 
• Exod. xvi. 22--SO. t Exod. xix. 20. 

• 
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in tl1e refor1nation, in so far. as the crime. of SabbatI1-
brealcing a1 tacheth unto us, and to set ourselves in 
our station~ to resist the progress. of the gro \ving 
evil. 

, • • 

HERE is in the heart of man by nature, a princi·pie 
of aversion to every part of the divine law. '' Be
cause the carnal mind is enn1ity against God ; for 
it is not subject to the la\v of God, neit·her indeed 
can be•_,,. If, therefore, any part of the divine Ja\v 
be more generally trespassed than another, ~ay the 
part that respects the Holy Sabbath, the exposure of 
tl1ese trespasses will be the more inacceptible ; and 
the general opi11ion \\i·ill be inore disposed to apolo
gise for the offe11ce, or perh·aps to disregard it alto
gether. Nay, it \viJl be '"'·el·l, if" a pressure of this 
labour of Jove be not treated, at length, as an offi
cious intern1eddling \\'ilh the Jiberties of men : a~ if 
liberty \\·ere such an i111picus and profane thing, as 
to grant manl\:ind a dispensation to violate the rights 
of God ~t pleas·u1·e. · 

But, I trL1st, 111y brethren, that it i·s sufficient on1y 
to rr1entio11 these things, to I)Ut you upon your guard 
agai11st such indecc11cies. Sabbath sanctificatio11, }"Oll 
inust percei\'e, to be an indispensible dut}r, so 

'* Rom. vii. 7. 

' 





• 

• 

TI-IE S4NCTIFICA'1'IO~ DJS •. r. · 

bath of rest,. ho~y to the Lord. For jn six ·~.<1ys tl1 e 
Lord made. he~ven iind~.e~rtl1,, ,atJq, on· tl1e .s·event .. 1 

day he r~st~d, and was refre~~ed.~~'. ~.'S~x. flays :thot:11 

si1aJt work: but on the seventh dav tho.ttl shalt,rest. 
; . 

In ·ea~ing ti111f and ~am1e1:I thou shq/t res·t f ~1'' ~ · · · · · 
· Sucl1 are the lau.-s respecting the-n1anner in1 wI1ich 
the ~o1y Sabbath jg to be. sanctified. ~Of·.c:a.11 l·give. 

priate, ~s tlie .comp1~ers. of our shorter Catech1s111 
~1ave used upon the occasion~ ~~ .. 1 ... he: &l~bbatl1,!' ac".' 
cordi~g to th4t ~4~ira~le cQmp~nd of rev~aled re~ 
ligio~, '' is ~o be sa11ctified by an holy .resting all 
that .d~y, even from s.uch worldly etnp~oy111en·ts an~ 
recrcf:ltions as are la wt.ul on other days ; Cl.De\ spe11d~ 
ing the whole ti~e in t~e publi~ and pri~ate1 · exe.r~· 
cises of God~s worship ; except so ~µch ~s i~ ;to tbe . . - . . " 

tC;lken, 1;!.P in the .w9r~s of· necessity ~nd, mer-0y1• -· 

, The. fourth. commandment f or.biddeth the· omission,· . ,~ .... . . . - .. '\ 

or car~l~~s .performance of t~e ·duties tequir-ed, an<\\ 

' 

• 

t~~ · profaning of· the day by idleness, or 'doing tlta·t· 

word~, or \Vorks, about worlt;lly ~~p~oyJU~nts ·o{ ~·e~ 
• • - •\ . • ! .. • • . .. 

creations.~~ · · · · · • 
• 

the laws respecting the sanctification of the Sabbatl1: · 
an~, b~ng the doctrir1e t~ught upo.n;the subject by 
o\lr natio~al churcl1, the most ·O.b¥-ious consi·stency 
requ~res each member in her comn1union to con~ 
for in accordingly' as_ well as every one not in l:ie.r 
co.mmU:nion, who professes an adhere.nee to the. 
scriptural principles exhibited: in her standards. 
Consistency· of chara<;ter ·and behaviour is what 
ev.ery on~~ wh~ ~espects hin1self, is ~xceedin.glyccare~ 
ful .t9 preserve in hi~ intercourse,. in life. · (;on~is •. 
te11cy .in . religious profession ougl,1t certainly to be, 
at least, equally studied. And it. onl·y tl1e claims of· 

a Exod. xxxi. 12, 13, 14, 15, 17. i· Cl1ap. xxxiv. 21 • 
• . ' 

• 

• 
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A11 ,labour or .emp!9yµi~.nt, in .. the hoi1se or·.out of 
it,. which is 1awfU:l on other days, is t'o be suspehd:. 
ed upon this. Even 'in seed ti11ie and harvest,' 
when· t11e hur.r)~· of '''9rl~, and uncertainty of ~vea
ther in bad · se~sons, migl1t be pied as an excuse, 
there is no. exception. Nay, these are the times 
singled Ol1t in the law, wb.en tl1e keeping of the day 
is expressly com1nanded .• 

Even this however is not all. Vvhat mari would 
deg1·ade himself so low, as to suppose that the rest 
here required is 1nerely a cessation· from labour, in 
common to him with a l)rute? It is therefore verv 

. J 

~appily designed in our Sl1ort~r Catechism,·'a:n holy 
i:-~sting,' becat1se the text say~, the 'Sabbat'h.·is hoo/ 
unto us.'-' Is 'tl1e Sabbath ot· rest holy · to tl1e 
~or4 ?' . Of consequence, while tl1ere is a cessation 
''from worldly etnployments and recreations ·a.II that 
day,' there is to be a suitable diligence and activity, 
iri .improving. its sacred hours in the services of God 
aµd religion. 

llere it is necessary to animadvert· on another 
encroachment upon the holy Sabbatl1. 1.,here ;ire 
tnany who consider it as a day in which ·they may 
~dulge in. every species of sloth. 1.,hey may keep 
l9ng in bed in the morn.ing., perhaps to such an ex
cess, thatthcy' cannot be in readines~ for attending the 
sen1ices of public worship in the forenoon. Or 
they are much earlier in bed in the evening, that 
th.ey may be up betimes to worldly business next 
morning. Others again toil so hard through the 
week, or cause their servants to toil so hard~ arid 
b.~. so late at it, especially upon the Saturday, and 
ma.ke their arrangements .accor'dingly, and h,ave 
them. again so early at work on the Monday ;morn
ing, that both themselves a11d servants are quite un-

• • • 
• • 

' 
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• • 

p~~H¥r~ tth~ :m~11d f9,r .Pi! ' ]5 ·~o~S;~IA·i k~tgre: ,)V~l.gQ 

be~n ·Jl~ar1ng; .by ;me~~~~,t1on . .-fnd. pfaMer .. ~f~;<Jri r~e 
' . tetur.n. •'. ,(•.,. ,; .· 'j . ·, : '''. i·· r '\:· '1i 

~·,.;, . , ··~ ,, •". ,, .. 
' , .. . . '• . ' ' . . . 

. · Bes~des, by tea~1ng at :home; . :Cl~~! 1~he, e~erc1.~~s 
cf catechisinl;, the k110\vledge of \vhat we ~ave at-

xµad~; tQ our rorn1er st~ck by such. comm~ndab.le 
p~rs~.verance. , But where ,~ese. exprcises are omi.t~ 
ted, and carel~ssness marl~s all. our .perforn~an~e$ 
0f·r¢l·igio~:P~ ,that ,day.,: ~h'at .but ig.n.ox,~n~cr .~.ust 

An~ . w h~re ig~oxance, irr.eligion,. anp. iff1P.~~~); 9.Hlt~, 
im.m~1;ality.;n1ust . prevail .f and .. the, .-r~ig9: 1 of .~ti~h 
cpmpli~ated wickedness is comm~nly iopq -~RY~iti~· 

·.To .,Is~aeJ, ''.the Sabbath was a: sign. betw~eli 
th~ir;. God. and them, that they might k~o.w. ~ha.t: pe 
was the Lord who sanctified them.'' Their o.bser-: . ' . . 

- vance of it, in the rnanne~ JJrescribed, ,wasfa.test 0 

t·heir love and submission t1nto hi1n. And the co• 
OJ?lffation of bis grace and Spirit, . by tl1e instituted 
G1':4~na11ces of .~orship enjoyed: by them .on Sab• 
batfl, ~as a mark of l1is c_are ;to1 have the ~eauties· 
of holiness restored to ~he~r per,sons. .4,1d hen~ef 
iJ!r,the oqservance of this da,)l, t.h.~y, \Veri~ '.neithe.r :to 
profaQethe day.by idleness, n~r~~e>_qpe>.?.lt that_,\v~i.ch: 
was in .its.elf sin~JJI :; nor to perfµr.m. th~ service$, ,9{; 
it.in1~carele~s manner, f~r l~_ss_,~Oitomit .. tJaem~J~.~; . ~ ... ' ., 

get-her; nor .. to indulge ·t~.em,~~:\·v~s 1n unneces$~f:¥ 
thoughts,r-words,, or wo~ks, about ,~01i;ldly(.emp,~p~~· 

• ments· or .. recreat1ons. · . ' ; , , , 
'J . -, ,. ' •' • • ' '-





• 
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• 

minute .. w.as the l~w. to Isr~el, tqat ·the' 'verv l~irtd-

~j' Ye ~h~ll .k1n91e n.o fire tprougpou.~. Y.our ·ha~1t~"." 
t~ons. µpan the Sal;>bath. day~'' · · . · · · · .· . · 

food
1
, .:was not all9~e9 to, b,e ga!h~red upon . tl1e 

the tents of Israel · on the day preceding, tl1at 
they might lay by them .in store {o_r tl1e Sabbath ; 
a,n.c;l !that none mig~-t· go opt to gather on that day. 

_morrow through tpe ~eek, stanl~, and so b~came 
~nµ~.for. use,. yet the manl)a ~ept for S;i~bath w~s 
subject to ,no corruption.· Besides, the manna. _yc)u 
kQio~ :w.as . withheld fr~m .(all~ng u.p,o~. th~ . '~ab-

1)1$ .ho.1.y. day. . . . . , ··. . . 
~ .,: 4Jl::th.e~e·. instances hold up a. most striking l~s
son~:to' .Christians, who enjoy a 111ore abiindant reve-

pµ~1.~nd Jealous as to the freedoms. they. use \v~th 
this· day of the Lord. ~ Carryi.ng in provisions ~r 
. pot .. herbs, or bearing in \vater, or any such servi'le 
.pflices, u:hich, with a very little f~~esight, could have 
.b~en done upon th~ preceding ~v.~ning,, mu~t be ~s 

· .o~ensive to th~ Lord of the &b~ath, as to gather 
~ lit~le .n1anlla ·oft· the gro-und adjoinin'g to the tent 

sigh.~ .pf creatures, as· wretcl1~d as filtl1 ·;ind tags, a11d 
.profligac.y can 1nake the111, reeli11g through the p'rin-

unqer l.~ads of .\"·.ate.r frorti _'th¢· pub.lie w'el·ts, : is 

to tl1e rel1g1ous- patt of Soclety.. · Such spectacI·es 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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Moses and'· Aaron.'!, rT.o Moses 1 the·.ci v:il1,ruler, and 
to Aaron ·rile~ .higl~ p~ies~ !''· an(l.:i to their· ihpn~ur be 
~t- spoken;· instead, dis<::um·aging ;.th·e ' ·~ea:I ·: of: the ia~ 
forine~ ,'_by ·any· cold11~s: on tnei·r. 'pnrr, l they _,emplb.y 

suppo~t. and coun~enance to ·such .a. -aisplay· 10f. )pu
blic spirit,· for· the honour. of God, an~' tqe! \\'elf~r~ 
·of Society. · : : · . 
- , Peep le' less zealous . for ·the· law of. ;the I .. ord, b~t 
not· s·o ·honourable nor tiseful, · would. h~ve · ~llowed 
all to pass., ra~her tl1a~ be . SQbjected· to any ·odium 
or-,inconven:iency in the· busin·ess·. . But ··in:stea'd of 
'being thus ~c~essary, by conniv~nce' or allo\\>an,ce, 
ta the prog~ess of· :such a publi~ evil, ·:th·~y<-llr~ng 
· t:hei.-i(irst ~if ender ·to .. the .~agistrate, ~~at by .1~ 1h-is-. ~i~ 
1neous · interfet~n~e, fa:rt~~r mi~chief migQt .. ~I' 1.pre-
v. -e·.9' te· d 1 • • : " • • , · · : · • · • . . ; : l ; ·,i ;.,_ . -: , 1 

- • • ,. '•..f.i...... . "' 
... . I~ ·~ 

• .1 • .tt.Th.ese ·supreme rulers in the ~hur~h Jn4 .. st~te, 'tQ 

ed by their own caprice ~r opinion ·in the discharge:of 
t·heir high.trust, bqt to be governed solely by:t.he law 
e>f 1heaven~~ put the man in "'ard, till -the: will" ~f the 
L~'1··:of the Sabbath~ concerning ~im, bei known.~ 
i • i ~ou; 'know the iss1:1e. ':f he . m~n, ~y t~e express 
~<!~r·:of the- G_od .of h~ven, wa~ ·st9ned· to ·death ! 

' . 
·.and1stoned ·to death by· a:I~ ·the congreg;ition -~·that_ 
;tbe''·•hare, which each h~d in the sexecution of this 

·from'using. any.sue~ liberties wit·h :~he S~bb~.t.h in 
f L 1t urei · · · · · · · · 

Th'e!;fault, as- we would.reckon, ·was1;sa ·s1nall·. 011ly 

·make>·;himse.l'f.comfortable in :bis· teJit, 10, 1 to, · repare 
some savoury t-Ood for himse~f and· 'h·i:s faniily ~ 'fhe 
man: '\vas I very peaceably_ disposing of ~'hin1selt: He 

• 
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hi~ ·1-Iolin,ess. Now, ~y beJo;ved bretl1.rep~ I. ~~~~<;~Ji 
y(1u,.jn tl:ie bowel's of rner~y a9.d love, to ,ponde,r. the~e 
thi~gs \vi~h due gravity, ~np1 _~tte11t~~1~!' .Spc;>rt not 

c~11.be proved, that ~he n~pst :11gl1 1s no~ as jealous 
of· his d~y ~ow as ever ; and, of coµsequen~e, is . not 
as much offended at the encroachn1ents \vhich men 

• ' J" ' ,• / • • I '· • •· 1,•J/• • • 

~j1cJar4~~011, or by necessary ~on seq ~~!le~,. ~~,Y,.J?~~~ 
of t1i.e. word of God ·lifts up its v9jce,: ... ., . , :. . : , : . ·; , .· 

• • • 
\ 

' . . ..,. ~ - ' . - , - .~ - - ' ' .. ' . .. ' •. •., ' 

.. , :VI~ . :'' .E~~rc~ses of pl~asure and recreat:l()D. HPO!l 
c.' Gq4' s l~ol y ~':!Y are ind uJgencies altogethe~ J9~orisi~
c:' ~~n~: ~vjth Sabbatl1 sanctifj.catiori. '' {Jp9~ .th~s pa.~t 

n1ea~qre or exception. }:xerc1se~ . of ,pl~a,sqrt; ~~d 
r~J:~~at~oµ upon &abb~tl1, by p~rt~~-~ ril,~pe up . for 

or for. t'*1ng a Jau.nt 1ntq th~.c~unt~y~ q~Y.~: ~~come 
so fr(:.quent; and general pr~c~ic~ ~atP, giyen suc!i 

!or111al1ty of oiler1ng ap apology, the ·most ~gnorant 
''rill:i I f·ear, be n1ost obsti1:.atei11· refusing co!l viction ; 

• 
• 





• 
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' 

fined to business through the v~eek. B11t ail thes~, 
with. whatever other en~i11g·circumstances, -·would' 
~ncline our hearts to such atnuse · · · rs:_upori ·Sabbath, 
.ire to be abandoned by: us at dn~e, 'if the. voic;e of 
Goel in his word condemn the._.pr:act·ice. ·~aym~te, if 
we have the fear of :God in ·our .. :hea1rts~ 1 s'u·ch."'a prin
~iple will guard us ag-clinst using :at'ly' such li·oerties 
with his h9ly day. · . : : ·. · · . '' · 
· Hearke11 then, my beloved brethren; and be ad

mo1lish_ed of the ·inconsistency of· all ·such 'practices 
and i11dulgencies with the sanctification of the· ·Sab
bath, by a declaration of the mind of heaven upon 
it, as much in point to the 'present case, as if by an' 

words were now sounding in your ears : · .. ,"·If thou' 
turn ·away thy foot from the Sabbath~·· ftoni·' 1•dtJing' 
thy pleasure on my holy day, 'and ca11 the: 1Sa~.B~t~ · 
a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable!: <·arld 

words, then shalt thou delight thyself iri ·the Lord'·;·. 
and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places 
of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of; a"'I 
cob thy servant ; for the mouth of the Lord ··hath 
spoken it.•'' · · · : ' 

Here then is Heaven's verdict; and to ·such high 
authority, every necessity is Ia:id upon ·us · ·to bow 
with th~ profoundest reverence. And as to plea
sure and advantage in the matter, I am ·in no·· hesi
tatio~ to rest the· issue of. the questio~. even' upon 
this claim. I ~hall even n1ake thei appeal· to your-

the Sabbath, be not out of sight;· m6re·bd\rarit~ge:otis 
and pleasant, than ten thousand' times the·enjoyment· 

· "* I aa. I viii. Is~' 14.' 1 
,, • ' • · ' · '' ; · 

• • 

• • 

• .. 
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pledge is equally incumbent on y.ou?. w,herein.then, 
say_ you, does· this obedience consist ? Turn. to; the 
text~·· and you see ·ir. · Ir consists, -, .. , r. . . . 

- · 1. In 'turning·awayour feet from .t!:ie Sabbath ;, 
that is,· from profaning· my Sabbath·by unnecessary 
travelling upon· it, either in 'performing journies, or 
in taking pleasure walks. It . is accordingly imJlle-

. diately added,' from doing thy pleasure on· my holy 
· day;'· that is, from seeking amusement, recreation, 

or entertainment, from carnal ·objects, instead of 
devoting the s·acred hours of my holy day to the 
exercises of devotion~ There is much expression 
in the use of the terms, ' my· holy day~ !. He here-
. by gives us to · un·derstand, that every 1indulgence 
on our part, in sport, in passtime, i and ·.recreation, 
by which the exercises ot devotion are· •neglected, 
, is altogether inconsistent ·with the sacred; 1pu11poses 
of that consecrated-day. This instructtion 1is·so ob
vious, . that he that runs may read it : and .. 1 .beseech 
you to·remember the Lord of theSabbath is giving 
this notice to 'VOU. .. · ·. 

• • 

But, 2. Not only are you ~ailed .by this voice 
to abstain from practices that would profane the 
Sabbath ; but you are to devote yourselves to exer
cises, by which it 'Shall be eminently honoured. YOU 

are to ' call ·the Sabbath a delight.~ :The Lord's ·day 
and i~s devotions, must not be. a .burden to any of 

· you, 'but a delight. You are to delight even in its 
restrai11ts, as well as in the exercises ·w.bich it re
quires you to perform. Nor indeed· can -its exer
cises be pleasant, as long as· its restraints all galling. 
1.~his delight is opposed ·~o that stilf, cold formalily, 
by which. men of ·no religion may go1 ·the raunds- of 
external devotion, while~ to this moment• they .never 
tasted one sip of religious enjoyment in them. Add 
to this, that you are not 011ly ·to delight in the Sab-
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·. To crown· all, this obed:iencei consists, . S:) In 
having . ;a parti~ltl.ar, respect .tQ .the l101iour• of i the· 
Lord of the Sabbath in o.ur ic.ar.e ·to. sanct·ifv it .. We; 

• 
are to ~onour. him whose name is .· ehovah-, 1in these 
three. article&,:·· ' lJ1 ~ .. nQt: :doing ·i ou:r : own· ~vays.: ,.· ·111· 

not· finding .our own:pleasul'l.e•:· .; ,;:In.~not1'$peaking 0111· 

O\vn words.', '' \.Ve; are ta honour him,1.not doing 
our' own \Vays,'' God is 'eminently dishonoured,, .1if 
we do upon Sabbath~ any .par.t of:that:business w.hich 
it is not only lawful, ,but:our.·indispensible,-duty, to 
do through the week. Let s,uch as :make.no.scruple 
of reading and answering ~lett.ers up.on business, or 
any other. wo.rldiy ~opic, gravely consider,·.this •. No1~ 
are there wan ring among us., . persons calling them
selves. ·Christians, w,ho scruple Jloti.;to '.ttansac.t civil 
busin~ss with any.who \vill transact ,it witl1 the111, as 
freely upon Sabbath as if it were. a . fair or a mar~ 
ket day. I-Ie is dishonoured if .we seek.the things 
tl1at. please .. ourselves, instead. of· ·stud~ing, what is 
pleasing ·.to him. Let us therefo,r.e ;hooout, :him, 
~.not finding our own pleasure'. lie i·s~dishonour
ed, if we set not a guard over our Jips: .as, well as 
pur l1earts. We are .not to. speak,our,.own ,\vords 
.'.on God's 'holy day ; all carnal, wot Idly conversa
,tion on Sabbath, is altogether .unlike; the, man ' who 
n~mes .the name of Christ;'. and is ·higl1ly. (dishonour"! 
ing _and provoking to that God,' in whose favour is 
· Jj'fe, and his loving kindness is better than; life.' 

. After this short review of these sayings. of the 
God of heaven, I now pu,t ,it to every oneiof you, 
n1y brethren, if you b.e not, satjs.fied ~.in::your own 
mind Qf the truth of this prop9sitiQll,t1that. ',exer
' cists of .pleasu1·e and recrea,tion .. \.Jpo.n.1God's :h0ly 
'day are indulgencies altogetl1er .in~.onsi.stent .. with 
' Sabbath sanctification'. You willt~utel.~ then plead 
no longer for the~e indµJg~n~ies, nor allow your • 

• 
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Christian r~ligion is, by the laws of the_ land, the 
object of this special· protet-ti~ri _and c3:re, the ~~y; 
consecrated by the law · of God' to· the purposes of 
public arid private deYotion, hat·h. a particular cJaim 
upon their interposition' to gtiat4 it from every kind 
of public abuse; and by· securing a' regular· atten
dance . by the .subj·ect upon- the ordinances· ; of the 
-gospel, ~agistrates thus take care that those means 
ct· in~tructio~·be·r~spected~·by·wJiich; the knowledge 
of the t_rue religien, whi~h it is their· charge to pro-
111ote, is procured~ ·And what· greater honour can 
be done to- the Lord of the: Sabbath~· 'in whose ser~ 

' ' . " . 

vice and int~rest they bear· their commission, 'tha~ 
to provid~, that the day which he ins~sts s~a11· be ~ept 
holy to hi1nself, be duly respected and ho~·oured ·by 
all? . · .' · ... ··~ · · ·. · '.;ti.! · l·' 

Witness Mose~, the Lawgiver and ~udge of 'ts~ 
raeJ, and king in Jeshurun. To him· the sa·nctifi:.. 
cation.of· -the ·sabbath was committed a~J;a···spetiil 

. ch.arge of protecting both tables of the" moral l~w 
was committed, and of p~n_ishing transgressors '~as 
the· \visdom of heaven had·"prescribed. ··And where 

case, he went to the God of Israel for· counsel, and 
by the counsel he obtained, acted accordirtgJ·y. · · 

Nehemiah, a prince of the captivity·, a ·prudent, 
an emi11ently pious, brave, and vigilant supporter 
_()f the interests of ~od ·and · religion~ · displayed~ a 
manly boldne::-s and perseverance, in ~escuing the 
Sabbath fron1 the abuses of it, wliich prevailed in 
l1is time. '' Son1e trode wine presses ori the Sab
bath, and .brought in sheaves, a~d · laaed· asses,· as 
also wine~ grapes, and figs,'' with ;other.burdens . 

• • • • 

' 

• 
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. ' 
' I 

vites ''to clean.se tl1en1selves, to keep the gates; to 
sanctify t4e ·Sabbatl1.day~·,, 1,hus. tl1is prudent, ac;. 
tive, and n'ltitl1 respected prince, strengthened tl1e 
hands of tl1e i11inisters of· rcligiofi ; and srirred them 
tlp to .do .. their work; ·by setting tl1em to Watcll 0• 

ver the people, that none of them 111ight 1>resu1i1e , 
to profane the Sabbath day. . · . . . . 

1"hese things were certainly writ~en for our ad• 
monition. 1,11e law of the Sabbath ·is of perpetual 

· obligation •. · The ·CI1ristian religion, as,· \Ve have 
heard, enfdrces the sanctification of it by new argu• 
mehts and Dlotives of the nlOSt persuasive nature. . 
If, then, the magistrate, from !Vloses ·down to the 
gover~or of the restoration from the Babylonish 

law, where; I should be glad to know, is the precept., 
the· example, or the reason; tor the' Chri:rtian inagi
st_rate ·to dis~ontinue ·this· ·highly . honourable. and 
useful service? I find him ackno\vledged in ,the ne~ 
a'estan1ent to be as much'' a terror to the evil,. 
as under the Jewish dispensation. 1-le is as much 
ihe '' Minister of God, and· a reven·ger to. execute 
wrath upon them that do evil.'' 1"ill then the pro
fanation of the Sabbath can be proved to be no 
t'Vil: . to be no violation of the moral law, tl1e per-
5on guilty of thi~ evil must be an evil doer in the 
sense of the scriptures; and if an evil doer, then the 
Christian n1agistrate, as the minister of God, and 
the lt:eeper of his law, is bound in duty to tal~e cog"' 
niz~nce of such an off e11dcr t. 

It is accordingly part of the high privilge of Bri· 
tons to have tile law of God; respecti11g the sanctifi .. 
cation of the. SablJath-, protected by the law of· the 
I.and. In our statue-booll-s, fi.nes, or exp<:>sure in the 
'tocks, &c. are i1nposed ltpon · the very liberties 

• 

• Rom.· :~ii. !J. 4. ·t· See Note (A] A1>pendix. · 
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·N conducting a d'iscussion like this;· so contrary 
to the prevailii:ig taste, and the· 1Jrevailing practice of 

good- t!erms with my audience. .For upon this, un
der:· God, your. profiting . ·greatl.y depends. - It is 
therefore, ·my ·earnest wish· to satisfy all present, 
~hat· ·1 have your best interests at heart ; that, in 
di'sp~a:ying the contrariety of any prevailing prac
tice to :the law of God, .1 am performing for you a 
service ot· tl1e \ greatest· benefit ; and that there is, 
in.· reality;~ :neither~ profit, enjoyment, nor safety, 
in persevering in any custotn. whicl1 stands oppos
ed to the wisdon1 of heaven. For, if once an hear
er talte offence at his spiritual Instructor for expos
ing a favourite vice, or e11deavot1ring to reclaim 
from it, all argument, and intreaty, and expostu
lation, will be only beating tl1e air. ''I hope better 
tl1ings of you, however, my bretl1ren, a11d things 
tl1at accompany your salvation, although I thus 
speak.'' 

I-laving, i11 tl1e two preceding Discourses, ascer
tained tl1e origin of tl1e Sabbath, displayed tl1e in
creased obligation on Christians to keep it, trace,\ 
the teJ!denc)· of 111ankind to break it, and stated 
\\

1herci11 tl1e sanctification of it consists : Having 
, 

• 
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becauge he bad a compassion on his peop·le, and on 
his dwelling place. But they mocked the messer1-
gers of God, a11d despised his words, a11ll nlisused 
his prophets, until the \vrath of the Lord arose a· 

·. ·nst his people, till there was no ren1edy.'' There, 
idolatry and profanation of the house of the Lord., 
as well as Sabbath-breaking, are stated as th~ 
crime of Isi·ael, which ·drew . down the wrath of 
heaven upon them. Tl1ere also, the Jittle regard, 
which Israel paid to the warni~gs which they rece~v .. 
ed, is particularlr recorded against them; and the 
neglect, the contempt, and ill treatment, which the 
messengers of God experienced in the execution o.f 
their commission, are stated as ~n high aggrava
tion of their guilt. And then follows a descrip~ 
~ion of the taking of the city and tempi~ of erusa
lem., enough to make the ears of them that hear to 
tingle.' Ver. J 7. · 20. ~' Therefore he brought \\P".' 
on them the king of the C·haldees, \vho sl~w thei~ 

sanctuary, and had no compass1on upo~ yo1,.1ng 
man or maiden, old m~n, or him that stQoped for 

vessels of the house of God, great and small,'· and 
tl1e treasures ·of the house of the Lard, and th~· trea~ 
sures of the king, and of his princes~ all these he 
brought to Babylon ~ ·and they bur11t the house o~ 
God, and brake down the wall of erusalem, and 
burnt all the palaces t~ereof with fire, and destroyed 
all·the goodly vessels thereof. At;id then1 that had es
caped from the swo1·d ca1·ried he away to Babylon, 
\vhere they were servants to ~im, and his sons, un
til the reign of the kingdom of Persia.'' The v, hole 
concludes, by stating breach of ~ab bath· to be the 

. great, tl1e ·leading cause of the seventy years capti .. 
vity at Babylon. Ver. 21. '' 1,o fulfil tl1e word ot~ 





I 
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to talte. tl~e warning in· tin1e; lest the Lord of the 
~ahbath espouse the quarrel, by -inflicting n1ore ter
rible judgn1ents upon us, than as yet we have ex
perienced. These things are certainly monitors un
to. us, ·to ' Remen1ber the Sabbatl1 day to keep it 
holy, .by a 11oly resting all that day, even from.such 
worldly employments and. recreations as are lawful 
on other days, anfi spending the whole time in the 
pl1blic and private exercises of God's worship, ex'!' 
cept so· much as is to be taken .µp in the works of 
necessity and mercy.' · 
. Where is the reason to suppose, that the Lord of 
the Sabbath is less jealo11s of his holy day now; 
as formerly ? The same obligation to worship and 
serve him remains now as ever •. The moral law, 
which requires it, must have the same honour 
paid to it · now as ever.~ The .. same 'benefit 
results to m~nl<l_nd, by applying themselves to r.e• 
ligion, and exercises of religious ·improvement~ 

· Th~. _same vices and eyil habits. require to .be resist
ed and subdued. The saane ·devout affections to be 
ch·erisl1ed. And, of consequence, the same need for 
an equal proportion of our time to be conse~rated 

' 

tci such valuable purposes. · · · ! 

With such monitors, and arguments, and motives; 
in favour of Sabbath sanctification, continually pres
si~g upon our vie\-,.,·, must not our guilt be great, 
an·d our ·punishlnent terrible, if ' with us, even with 
us, .. such sins be still· found against the Lord. our 
God ?' Let tl1e degradation, the disgrace, and at last 
expulsion, of tl1e i·ace · of Stuarts, from the throne 
of Britain, serve as a public. warniqg to all Britons. 
For who, in the least acquainted with the his.tory of 
his country, know~ 11ot, that, fron1 the time wheri 
Ja'mes VI.· of Scotland, and I. of,England, set .him
self to establish iniquity by a la"r, .. by instituting t~e 

• 
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world, •for ·rheir·'s()ft"erid. ~' ~ .aS' 1w~ll ~ ·.as!~the cauS"e of 

in Europe. Not 'do~s it· pt~mise' rii-bbh(:ftir: the con• 
tinuance of the present usurper, in the bjgh power 
tO··which a seriies of ·m6st extraordinary .e;vents hath 
raised hitn, ·that the Sabbath ·is· com<nionly • the ·Le., 
vee~ay' on -~hjth' .lie: keeps totit't•'wit~. his '.generals 
""aild .favourites .: and all the a1nbassadors .·from. the .. . . ' . . . 

dilferent co,urts; who have ambassadors there; are so 
sham·efully servile, · as to 1cou·ntenailce him in this 
im~ie~y, by a.ready· compliance.· · .· · . · · 
~ay, I m;y p:ursue .the meditation; and .s~y, ~hatlt 

~or the. general profan•tion of the bbath · u·pon ·t.he 
continent, .. , in. all the churches, . whetper Protest~~t 
or! ... Popish) ·:the judgments· of ~caven· · .· ha~e ···been 

un .. ajleled. By .war in ·all .its ·horrors, by.· fam~e 
and. by, ;pestilence, ·Jehovah hath. been~ pleading . his 
controversy "·ith the nations ; ·and the nations which 
have most· ·forgotten the Sabbath day, have suffered 
the S<>i'e$t •. Nor m,ust I' forget both America, and 

. ' ' ' 
• 

I • 
• 

:• Since -tl1ese Discouraes were delivered, ·the:.e:vents upon the 
Continent, have ind11ecd the Preacher to . " ao•rie .farther re• 
inarka ·upon the ways of Providence, by.the .. judgments wl!ich 
he is -at present pouring out upon the nations. In the countries 
subject to the House of Austria, the Christian Sabbath hath, 
for a ~ong ·time back, been greatly profaned ; the gospel of Je. 

, aus Christ hath ·been wofully corrupted ; . and, religion, with the 
aervices of it almoat universally neglected... . Upon .theae coun· 
tries has the sword of the Lord, by Buonaparte, and his 
Frenchmen, fallen the heaviest ; and in' the progress of his in
vasion of them last year, they were swept by .the ·sword and the 
fa1nine, as with the besom· of destruction.: . ; . ; . . ·: . 

As to Prussia, si~e the days of Fredericithe Great, who 
was himself an infidel, and a chief patron· -of· the Ger1r1an Illu
lriinati, 'reliiion hatl1 ~een rapidly upon the decline. Tl1e Sab .. 
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t:hat it' ;threatened· 1atmost :'.the. extermination of 1 our 
•·'·-··· . rac_e· i.n ·.its:· direful 'pr.ogres~~ · - .~ · j, . ·.' . . • '. . 

· ·Need I remind ·you· here;,· · ·how1 the· God -.-of · hea
,~en. hath often. re4uced, both. to poverty and. dis
grace;·· man·y_ran. enterprising tr.ader ... ; ;who, from an 
eagerness ·to ·get soon rich, hav:e set themselves· to 
pre·ss the Sabbath into their employ·? · Nay more, 
not satisfied that themselves should ·be d·evoted· to 
• • 

business on that day, they have tried to bribe or to 
compel ·others :to. work.for them. : Wl1at .a~ solemn 
warning· to others, . equally ·~guilty, although ;they 
~iave. ~not,yet. experienced their fate! It may.come 
upQ'n._ .thepl. inuch sooner than they may .suppose. 
AndiWhe1knGws not:.that,many, .. wl10 have terminat
ed. their career -upon a gibbet, 1because ~.the~ Jaws _of 
society coul~ suffer th~·· na longer· ~to live;, ·have 
• . . . . ~ 

' . • . . 

. 
• • • • • 

• . -
' 

'~~~1w.~g ,.c~rt~~ty ;~m~ng t?eqi· •. ,, i~;..~i . , _ . ~. ; · . : 1 ••• ; . 

Bµt ~re .n()t the Frepch, with all tlie1r 1uccess~s, cq1Jally __ ~,:1c;k
ed. in respect of Sabbath profanation 'and irreligiO'n ; a11tf· '.yet, 
·on the Continent,. they· are c•ery where triurnpl1ant ; arid · en
rich t'1emselves on the ,spoils of the conquered' countries?. Re
.concile t,4is wi.th. y~ur; pqaitio.n, .that t~ese,. disas_te1·s :~re the.ju~ge
n1~1.1ts Qf heaven for· irreligion and Sabb~t~-br.e,a~ing • .' . Tl1ese 
fa~.t~ .i:~_quir~ no reconciliat~on, beca~~e- ~her a;e. ·not· at v~ri
ance. ··For,. although· Providence !=rown the French arms \v1tl1 
st1ccess, becat1se employecl by l_iim ·to _be the scourge of the na
tiqµ,~ .i. y~t !t~eir yictories a~ e so-. µearly ~~ug~)t, th~i~. conflicts a·1·e 
s~ .many, an~ their fati&ues s~ great •. 11?:'\~~ C?~si~e~i~g tl1c cpn
t1nuan~e of the wars 111 wl11cl1~ tha~. ~o~ur1try r~~~ll hee11 so_ long 

, engaged, the F1·cnch are, pe1·haps;'tlie .people 'who 11ave · stiffered 
the -sorest of all the cou11t1·ies ,.~ hich: 1 they' lirive· 'been :pe'1·i11itted 
to.,conq uer.. Besid~s, _as t;he God -of. heave11 _.employs 411one i11 

l~is, ,.se.rvice witho.ut payii.1~g ~lten~_, ~ih~f~~ly .f~r ~~~ir lvork ; so he 
:nJflY all~~ .. them. t?. , ~.po.ii .. th? cp lt11,t1·ie~1 ~~ ~~f ~1~1 t~~~ J eqp~~~~' i11 
~~e ,YCIJ' m:ii1ne1· 111 wl11cl1 Nebucl1adnezzar;s 

1 
sol<l1~rs '''ere al

lo~ed the ~poil~ of Egypt· ; b~cai1s~ 'their sh~uiaers had bee11 
lleeled i11 car1·ying on tl1e · lo11g a1i·d · obstiiiate · siege of 'f)·i:c • 
. 1.~zck. xxix. 18 20. · 
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pr:-ev-ailing , ~orriupt·ion,,. ican 1 "indu1 · .:in 'su.t11'.)tf tJlibe• 
i;afe.jq).piett• l; Th:us,~ifor exa111ple~, 1while.)Isrftf~ 1-e-' 

/;t//ed·~.against. the !I .. ord~ in i lthfl wilderness,} 'l·'' t~bey 
_ potta-ted· <his -.Sabbaths great·ty:•lr'i'r / B ~·tt<cthelt'1b'e· itl ~ve-
i:y~_;d-iiferent ,with 1the·maB· 1WIJ.o!·J.eligh1.r; in thej~nnd:, 
anrl 1·is '.fed with,..the· h.~ri<~ge·of~JQ-tob;.;1 .· ~'~ He1rrwiti11.;. 
holds·-llis .foot. fron·a d-oing~:.bis;·;::pleasurec.on!@ddf~ 
l1(>.ly~· day.;:·, he, ,calls , the:,;·Sabbaib:;a·,deli . t;li. 
hol~ of~ the Lotd, ~,ho~our~ble~;.,:am]Iihon()U~St{h·iPJ, 
not,.doing l1is qwn·ways;,· nor .finding his o'Yn::.ptea
sur~ ·nor .. ·speaking:"his .c>wn1 i\tol'"cls-t.~'; ·: . . -;111:..:::::2~·.-_ 

.. , , B:ut. alt-qough! it . shouldt. be ~a~1111d -car ijevia1ion· 
.fr.e·ri1i·th~ .1·ule$ _.fof.. correct~ .and: cloSei i·tmst.r~trti4f;tit 
n1ay.i.noti·be. with(.}t1t its':USC'lO indulge 1·in ·r.oin-e.Jlati
tudel~r~ .; .-a1w~by. contrasti · :the paseutith~im·iJre
sen~ :times;· the qonclusioo;-·alt ougih ihumhling;,11may. 
set ~the trut·h of·~tlie pr-0positioiir.jmsuch 'a·li . :TIJ~oagv~ 

considera.te, _:and ·reclaim~ ihe .Sabbatb~reaker~1it1r:i . 
.. ~;L.ook·,back, only.: to the d·ays: of. :your;;fatherf;"&·ror,_ 

the1periqd1·which.: ma11y· of }'Ourselves (n1ay~r.f!m(i!rri
ber. . As long:: as · the: Sabbath-· was..;·respebted'1~trd 
.kept.: y,.religion prospered, and .its ·bcautie~;a-dtit-ti~ 
f;d :society .in· its-;various .,d · · artmen ts4· 1 r :-:1'.he. peti · te 
\Vere_ i_ntelligent, &lDd devoted to, ·Jleli .•. · n~ ', -;·?':Jtlie·y 
. wei:e .. ~sober,. ! and ·attentive 1 to i;thea :lfalnilies~~were 

' 

honest and industrious. se 1:he1 prai$es.9f1G¢1~e~e 
,I1earcij eve~y .. morni.ng. and · e·vening ,:almost :in ~erfy· 
tamily., .Silence reigned in theistre~s.?a11d·,Jan~s:o£ 
o.ur ci~ies .during _the time· of;1public ·worship;. ·ana: 
also .after· the. ·people retur-ned•·:,fran'; the .rhouse.;:of 

- G. · .. , Th~ morning:.:was ~spentr:ini~pr.eparin·g :'Jfhe 
m.i.nd1.for 'the :devo.tions of ·the: day :·c arid.the: even
ing in.resuming what: they had been he~ring~: :as: well 

~ Ezek. xx. 12, 18. -·t ·1saiah: lviii.i IS, 14·. · · ' 
• 

• 
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sexes.,rlWho. ar,e .sbonrto ·fill.our:.p·lacesr in the1church,. 
and ·in~the!world,t1·habituatal to:play. upon~S11b.bath,
to pas&.-itinte, . and· noisei•..io 1our·1 stteetg, ,Jas.·: soon 1; as 
they: can·.:~ . ;· ;gr,0w µpri~ '.ign~rancte,11and~a111 an 
ayersion t'o rtbe.hduse, of(•Bo.d; C' thr.Ough: the.cruel 
negligence 0£ ithei·r· parentS:0 tB bring· m early ,thi
ther;-,.All .. s.ense of morali·· obligation. ·is c·thereby 
stiffied in th.em:.from. their!earliest.~ears• Religion, 
that·:sacr.cd.bsndrlof ·6oc·. . ?can .have·.noihold-ot· 
minds. so, .ignor3.Jltt and· vitla · • ; Y. ou~hful :paisions, 
begin~ing to:glow~··,andiby ~n·d bye toburn·iq their 
breasts; h·urry them on· ~,to, £~mjtJ. eYc:ry; excess· .of 
iniquity ·with greedine-ss. · ·) · . 1 · .· : ; : ~ • 1 : • : , • • • • • 

1i1 A racei of_ beings, ·thusfoa n1ed,in youth;· becom~s 
rmoua) , ~!ficious;-t. impnre and . -.profligate, -di&bo· 
nourable1as;d:,dishonest;· ·selfish,: ro~uef.;~ Jand oppra.o 
siv~,. asc far as .the .. opportunity or ::the temptation ;@f.e 
fers. .J If :s.ewants, t~hey:·are,disob~ient,. dmespect .. 
. · · ,. dishonest,Jiy,ing;::indo t;' and l:r.eacher•lUSI · 
the:trust·irep()sedjn·i~e111~ ·ir U ·. r;itefw; :~ndi·abusiYe 
of ilie:reputation ef their employers. lf·1na~ters;;they 
aie c~uel,:unj.usr,.:.and oppressive~ 1~h-ey set the•arst 
0£ (e~ampl.e :be(ore. t . . ~ dOriiestrcs; . by: swar. ;; .;by 

• g~ rb.y ~r,uh · ne~;· b)" ir.religion, fandicbntecnpt 
of the Sabbath. :They ;neglect to:inculcatetii~}. . ~JW· 
}edge,· and the,:study ~f .. r~gion,. rupan i&efi\'ants. 
T~f ·fnever ~offered up ,.0pe' petition .fo~.··t · · r ·:~allva
t-ioii all the 1ime\ ihey1·wae un~er .··their ·roof.:: and; 
in· their greed~: to make. the ·il1mst of the111~ they can~ 
by hard labour, . y allow·: !.them :,no, -tii111e. for reli~ 
gion• And· how. can· it:··~be'.~other~ise, ,as:· long :a~ 
~1·1as~ers :themselves :are. grossly igaor.ant, .arid. neither 
bow a knee to 9od, nor·, peruse his blessed: word ? 

- , If children, 'they are:·disobe · nt,, :selfish; ;posi
tiv.e, proud, senseless, and ··rebe·llious ,aga·inst ~the 
\vill and the authority of pa1·ents. If pa1·ents, they 
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~iety at· Jarge., .. as~ We!ll as a~; .en.e~y to. God• . ~l~he 
conclusion .. soqnds ex~rerneJy:;;h~rsh, I gr~I.l~~.yo_~;; 
_but I app~~l. to yourselves, ·f{om what hath bee~ 
.stated above, if ,it be not just•-:: I~t. is not pleasa11t to 
n1e to utter such a seµ~i~.~nt.;, a~y. mor~ than for 
.y-ou-.to~hear it. But truth must be tpld, however un
ac~~pt!ble: and such as dont like it, have then1selves 

1 bus I have stated to you, \Vlt.h9ut ~eser~e, \vha·t; 
b.y these ·propositions, I intended to s~bmit to. your 
grave perusal,. respect~ng the. Sanctification of ~pe 
Sabbath. It i~·-~Y n1qst devout wish tha~ eye1·y one 
of you· lay these thiµgs duly to _heart• For it \vi.11 
J.lOt conceal; and it is vain to. atfetnpt it, tha~ the 
profanation. of. the holy .. Sabb~th, is a .very pro)·ok· 
_ing crime in the sight .of Jt;hov.ah •.. Do but peruse 
\V~at i,s said in the holy scriptures cQncer11ing it_; 
~.nd comp~re with tQe~e sayings th.~ t!!nour of divine 
· Providen~e toward Sabba~h-breal~ers, and s~ y_; . if 
this transgression do. not eminently excite his je~· 
-lousy, and draw down the tokens of his Gore dis. 
_pleasure. . . . .. : 

An~ther thing must be very Qbvious from the 
preceding· staten~ent, although. ~any ~~y feel con• 
siderable reluc~ance to a~Q;iit. it, .. and: that is, that 
1nany :liberties used by us with the_ ~abbat~, and 
which \Ve think no crime, will be found, upo~ .. a can .. · 
did enquiry, ~11tirely subversive of the spiritual de .. 
~ign of that holy ipstit_l.:ltjon ;_ '. a~d, of conseque.nce, 
fatal to tile interests 9t" genuine-.re,igion. ot· .the~e, 
I specify journeying, either :UpQ~-business, or recrea
tion, upon Sabbath, the general run upon 0~1r post
offices for :letters, and reading ne~spape~s, eit,her in 
coffee-rooms or at home, upon that holy day. In 
_apducing theise. i t1stances, let i.t, ~l\Yay s pe ,u (\aerstoqd, 
that cases of real necessity and m~rcy are excepted. 
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siness· in a counting-room, on that day. · l~ or, per
haps, is the period far distant, should the sa111e 
spirit prevail, when these things may take place. 
· To learn from a newspaper what is going on at 

home, or abroad, especially in these eventful times, 
is certainly a very laudable enquiry : but surely 
this is 'not the reading consistent with the sanctifi
cation of the Sabbath, which God requires, even 
althot1gh we \Vere furnished with a. paper at home ; 
far less when we must resort to a coffee-roon1 to find 
it. Well were it for anany, if these places of pub-· 
lie resort 'vere entirely shut up upon Sabbath. 

"l.,o these remarks, I would most hun1bly add a 
few reasons, why these liberties with the Sabbath 
should be discontinued, by considering which, it is 
hoped, and n1ost devoutly wished, that every one 
·\Vill be satisfied that the request is reasonable, and 
that the advantages, by the change, to the best in
terests ~f men, would be great • 

I. Th_ese liberties are condemned by the ex
press letter of the law of the .Sabbath. '' We are 
4

' neither to find our own pleasure, nor do our own 
'' ways, nor speak our own words, on this holy 
c' day • .'' ·Finding our own pleasure, by journey
ing, doing our own ways, by attending to worldly 
concerns ; and speal~ing our O\vn words by tall{
ing, or reading about ordinary affairs. Here, then, 
is the highest authority, requiring the change of 
syste1n proposed. . 

( 2. Because tl1ese liberties are altogether incon
sistent with the attention tl1at is 11ecessary to the de
votional exercises at· the Lord's day, either i11 pub~ 
lie or in private. For example, the SabiJath that 
is spent in journeying, accordi11g to tl1e prev<1ili11g 
practice, is lost to the service ot· God, in the clo-

. ;;-, llaiah lviii. 13 • 
• 
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~orning, witl1. these tender little ones, cra~11med 
r0.und about hin1 in a pl>reton or chaise, setting out 
to the country to train them up after his crin1inal 
exa111ple, instead of a,ttending to tlleir religious e~ 
ducation at home ? Cru.el man ! you n1ay sport \\ii~h 
the.se thi~gs now.; . but when the, day of reco1n~ 
pence shall come, it will be seriou$ wor~ llo~h for 
you~ arid your cl1ildren. 

But the exan1ple is ~ot confined to our own dwell~ 
ing. The con1panion with wl1om we· travel, the 
neighbour or acquaintance, with whon1 \\'e go in 
tompany to the post-office, or cofiee·room, become 
en1boldened by our exa111ple. Otl1ers, seeing yol.lf 
liberties, are at le11gth i11d4ced to imitate then1 ; 
agd the n1ind~ of tl1~ godly are n1µch gr~eved at the 
sight. · . 

( 5. Becau~e these, and such like, are th~ evils 
by which the cµp of 1Jlllional iniquity is :rapidly fill~ 
ed up. In the history of natio11s 'and· of ~.he church, 
incensed .heaven hath uniformly frowned on such 
Jleh~viour; and although his long!suffering to ~ri':! 
~ain hath been very great, divine patience, we hav~ 
feason. to apprehend, \vill be worn out at length~ 
Nay, however much an excess of keenness to get 
i·ich should tempt a mercantile co~ntry like ours, 
to for get tl1e homage they o\ve to God and his Sab .. 
bath, sµch a temptation can be no excuse ; but tl1e 
easy or at1}uent ~ircumstances enjoyed by us is ra
ther an aggravation of our guilt. Let us never 
thi11k, that wealth .gained, by the violation of any 
part of tile law at· Q-od, \vill ever be of real be
nefit to any possessor. The wick.ed, \ l grant you, 
may prosper a while.at their pleasure; but, con~ider
ing ho\v jealous our God is of l1is Sabbath, to whotn 
''belongs the earth and the f uiness thereof,'' tl1e evils 
of wl1ich I complain are e:1ough to overwl1eln1 t1s 

' 
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the interests of religion. Let me put a case, Vt·hich 
I a111 cu • d tc-0 ofie11 hap . s in the Jiistory of ma .. 
ny a young man, who, in the first openings of life, 

fcsteo ing c:are of his p-carea::ts, he is fed, he is c1oth
ed, be is put to school No expence, nor pains, nor 
time, is spared to complete his education ; and the 
good di ,. • tions of the youth afrord great hope to 
his ents. But, ~ ! in the matter of the Sab-
bath, :ough their inattention to sancti it in their 
dwelling, no rest1ai11t was ever laid upon him. He 
might go out when ~ had a mind ; he might 
pla),.; he 111ight stroll the street~, or traverse the 
co111:11 y at pleasure; he 11right associate with his 
companions, and engage with them in any favour
ite pla •l purpo~ during all or a part of the day, 
2S his inclination led him. · 

As to-prayer, reflding the sc1iptures, attendan~e 
on public wnrship, and exercises of catechising, in 
order to fo1 ••1- bis yc1111g 111ind to religious principle~ 
as little acco11nt almost has been taken of him with 
r . ct to-these t • gs, as if belonging to a hord of 
wandering Scythians, his only employ ,fro?l his early 
life, had been to ~ue forth with the rising sun of e
ve1 y day, to 1a11ge the forests in quest of a precarious 
subsistence. ~'he consequence is obvious. The 
mi~<l, and ~he habits of thin·· g and acting, thus 
formed, to the excl11sicn of religious principle, and 
re1i~-ious i1npression., because wholly unacquainted 
v.·ith cit her, . the set vice and homage, due from him 
to the God that made and redeemed him, are i1ot 
i;i al! his thoughts. Ail reverence for the Sabbath 
is icst, be-cacse·so long acc·!stomed to regard it as 
"p!ay .. da;r. In vain do you expect him to submit 
to a punctual atiendance on the crdinance.s of puolic 
""J,:vrsnip. rr·.he !-:ahit of profaning it hath got too deep 

' 

• 
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pears regardless,· lilce a fool, or blasphemes like a 
devil~ And·~s he lived, so he dies, and goes to his 
place ! And who or what can countervai-l the loss 
\vhich this unhappy cteatute hath sustained, by the· 
inattention of his parents to his religious education, 
particularly fo the E:anctification of the Sabbath; and· 
~he manner in which he \Vas trained up to disre• 
gard it. '' For what is a man profited if he shall 
''gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or 
'' wl1at shall a man give in exchange for his soul•.'' 
· Suppose now, this individual case to extend to 
society at large. Suppose a town, a district, or a 
nation, to ~e trained up in the sa111e neglect of re
ligious education, , and profanation of the Sabbath 
day. What is the consequence ? Religion is uni• 
versally disregarded ; the house of God is desert· 
ed; immorality, in every form, is practised without 
restraint ; the bonds of society are dissolved ; the 
heavens frown; the earth is smitten with barren• 
ness ; the air becomes the medium of contagion and 
death. Or if prosperity smile, it becomes a curse 
to its possessors, making them more forgetful of 
God and religion, and fattening them the speedier 
for the day of Jehovah's slaughter. For when so
ciety at large become thus profligate, the time is ' 
commonly not far distant for calamity to succeed 
calamity, till prevailing wickedness, with the authors 
of it, be swept from the earth. · 

Thus ignorance, impenetrable ignorance, withe .. 
very kind of wickedness in its train, is the conse..
quence of employing the Sabbath to out" o\l·n pur
poses, and of neglecting lf pon it the study and 
the practice of religion. Must it not then be a loss 
incalculable ·for people, i11 the n1anner specified, to 
be deprived .of the instruction, of the enlargen1ent 
of mind, and tl~e other good impressions they-.might 

,... .. ,,. • Clf' 
.... .:.v1at·t. X\'l • ... .>. 
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. . 

voiding every thing that would offend,. is there 
any thing like a general consent to gratify the 
wishes of the more devout and zealous among 
us in the. cause of religion, by refraining frotn 
th~se ·public amusements, tra·velling excursions, 
and other recreations upon Sabbath, which are 
so inconsistent with every rule, even of civi·lity 
and exte~nal decency, upon that consecrated day. 
But, indeed, when a people cast off the fear of 
God, and neglect that homage and reverence 
which they owe to him, we need not expect the 
rules of good breeding to go far, in respecting the 
feelings, or manifesting a deference to the religious 
observances of the more sober and devout. '' If 
'' ye were of the world, the world would love 
'' his own, but because ye are not of the world, 
'' but I have chosen you out of the world, there· 
'' ore the world hateth you•.'' 

• 

•John xv. 1·9. 

• 
• 

' ' • 
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t<"r \Vjth levity ; they mav set these things aside as 
a:t:·>gether unsuitable eitl1er to their vie"wvs, or the 
manner of life, respecting 1.I1e Sabbath, the;r n1ear1 to 
p11r:.t1e : but it will cleny by no n1an, \\'ho \'1ill l1e 
guitl~d b)· the e\'idence wl1icl1 t11e st1l1ject afl:.:rt·ls, 
tii;;,_, ~he gujlt of ~abb~th-breJ1~ing is great, and t11e 
da1lger ·to which it ex.poses tl1e t~·ansgresso:·, emi
nent. 

• 

Allow 1ne no'.v, then, as alrea~iy p1·omised, t() 

1nake a call u;)or1 all of yot1 according to your cor1-
dition and influence in life, to sta11d up, \w,rithc1ut 
any further delay, ar1d exert yourselves to the llt

most of your power, in your place, to resist ti1c 
progress of this gro\ving evil. 

I begin with little children, and saj·, ' Remem
be1· the Sabbath clay to keep it holy.' Y Oll have 
bee11 told that tl1is (lay is not y()Urs, but the Lord's. 
Cease then, 111y little ones, cease f'ron1 running out 
to the streets, f1·on1 1\1aking noise, or pla~·ing upon 
tl1e Lord's day. God hath taugl1t you to \Valk, a11d 
given )'OU a tongue to speal\:, for ver.y different pur
poses than to empltJY eitl1er in profaning his Sab
h•th. God \Vill be angry urith you it• you pla~r upon 
his day, and angry <\t your parents for allowing 
you ... l .. he God wl10 n1acle and 1·edee111ed yot1 is en
titled to your confidence, your love and dbedie11ce. 
Come to tl1e chu1·ch, young as }·ou are, to serve 
God there ; but run not about the streets to serve 
the devil ·with those \vl10 do so wickedly. Kt--ep 
v.1itl1in doors yoursel,!es, and other little ones, riot 
fi1lding you at play, n1ay be induced to go hon1e 
also. It is a pretty thing for a little cl1ilcl to begin 
early to respect the Sabbath day. ,.fhe tenderness 
of the mind of a child for the Sabbath, whe11 taught 
its duty, l1ath of.tell been a ct1tting i·eproof to a car~ 
nal parent, fo1· t11e freedon1s Qsed by him with, thLI:~ 
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Elis:ha. '' Two she bears came out of the "'ood, 
and ·tore forty arid two of them.* ,, And I1ave )'OU 
never any alartn of tl1e fearf.ul mischief· which 1nay 
betal you, either in the woods, .or in the fields, 
or about the riv.er or strean1s whetl1er you go, or 
have gone, to profane the ·Sabbat·h day ? 

But the 111ost fearful thit1g of all is, to be re .. 
proved fc>r these t·hings, and \\·arned of the evil and 
.danger of· them, and still to persist in tl1em. I-Iear 
'\\'hat the Spirit of wisdon1 sait:h, ''He that, being 
cfren reproved, hardenech his necl~, shall sudden
ly be destroyed, arid that witi1out :remedy t.'' Be 
.a\'\1ake, I beseech you, to this solen1n 'Narr1ing. 'l~he 
man, stoned to death f-0r g-athe1~ing sticks on the Sab
bath, \\'as not so criminal, all circu111stances consi
dered, as you are; .and yet God conden1ned l1in1 
to sufter Llcat/1, the punishment of a murderer ! 
Cease, tl1e1), in future., cease, my young friends, 
from gojng out of your own l1ouses to play, or to 
have a 111eeting with )rour companio11s on tl1e Sab~ 
bath 111C>rning : For it is scarcely possible you can 
be togetl1er, \Vithout, at the least, eng.aging in a 
conversation unsuitable for tl1e Lord's day. Em .. 
ploy tl1e hou1·s t)f the n1orning in 1nalt.ing ready, by 
prayer a11d readi11g tl1e Scriptures, for going to the 
11ou~e of God. Be punctual in attending pt1b]ic 
,,,orsl1ip clt1ri!lg all the times appointed for it. And 
be in you1· place before public ,,,.orsl1ip cotnmence. 
/'"'.1.ttc11tion to this,·is a very decent accomplishme11t · 
in a cht1rch 111en1l1er, and at you1· ti111e ot· life the 
habit shot1ld be i:or111cd. Listen with 1nuch atten-
1ior1 \'t~t·1ilc tl1ere, s<.l as to apply l1y faith, and carry 
11<)rne as n1l1cl1 of the word of· lii~ \\i·itl1 you as 011r 
Gc·d s!12Lll er1able you. Associate with no loose 
1..:·~)11·1pa~1ioris 011 your rett1rn fron1 cl1urcl1; as tl1eir 

'·'·"CJ 1fior:r<. ~l· C)'), q:-;_ 
- .L. ...... ~ .... - • ..__ _....,. 

<.;; 
t l>rov. xxix. J. 

• 





• 

• 

• 

-

• • 

TI-IE SA !-lCTll~lCATIO?-f DJS. l'V • 

to instruct ·you. But you ha:ve grown t1p in igno
ra11ce, i11 car11~Iity, in .careless11ess and:. irreligio11. 
Under these- disadvantages, )·011· i.have. b~en accus
tomed· to think tl1at there ·is little or 110 ha1·m in - . 

meeting ,~·ith a friend, t1p>on .&abbath ; ,in .strolling 
tl1rough the street1s· ·or fields \:1ith those 1·ou 111eet ; 

in convc1·sing 1.-ret:ly about your ter11t1oral aftai1·s or 
theirs, ·or about \vhatever. else -occurs ; ir1 .111al(ing 
up ·appoi11tment·S ·how to.dispose of yot11·self througl1 
rl1c weel~. In s·hort; yott feel no restraint fron1 the 
law ot' tl1e Sabbath; to do any tl1ing on tl1'1.t d.ay 
\Vhich the occasion requires.· 

rl'his, l an1 sorry to say, is ,a case as unfa\~oural1Ie 
. for refor111ation ·as any 1yet spec·if1ed. 0 l1p\v diffi .. 
;·cclt to rec!ain1 such evil.habits! For lllY~,ow:n parr, 

... I 'tremble to e11cou11,ter ·ignorance, especi~llr if. ~lis 
ignoranc:e be con·firmed. in any, ''ice.. I have al111ost 

· ·uniforn1ly fo1.:111d · persons g1:0\vn. up in. igno1·a11ce~ 
· and :confirmed in habits of· iniquit)', sensele~s in ~i1e 
extre1ne. ...Obstinate likie .:mules: · in.aking no ac~ 
cou11t of brealcing the law of God.: ready to })er ... 
\ 1ert c'1ery thing said to the1n, for thei1· good, so ~1s 
to harde11 then1selves in their .. iguoracce : .Conti .. 

· ·· nually murn~l11·ing at }'o.ur pl3in dealing \\·ith tl1eir 
consciences, as if }rou \vere tl1eir. enetnies; and co111-

. plaining of you tor your stric.~nsss, as a covert ·f~:· 

But, n1y young friends, fo1· '1vhose eternal sal\;:i .. 
tion I would des·i1·e to cherish the tender.e8t soiici .. 

. . t11de, c.ol1ld I bespeak your fa· .. ·our hei-e, ( \\·ish. l"!'lGst 

devoutly to obrair1 it, that you. n1ay :p1·0.fit by \vhat 
I ~,.1y. Yot1 recko11 111e hard 1upor1 )'Oll; bt1t, ill.)' 

f'rit:11ds, those \"·ho are hardest upo11 )1 our igr1or~nce, 
hardest against your vices, l1a1·dest agair1st• those 
evils it) yot1r condt1ct, whicl1 appear to yotl of ~c> 
sn1all aci.;ount, tl1at tl1ey ought.not tc !Je ch~tiien.~ccl 

• 
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th~ Lord of the Sabbath for your eternal salvation. 
Be· particularly tender and guarlied, against all free .. 
do1ns wi·th it whicl1 tl1e divine la\v conde1n11s, and 
whicl1 yourselves had formerly used. Be punctu
al in attending the hot1se of God,. and painful to 
profit by your ·atte11da11ce. Renounce your forn1er 
com·panions ·as lo11g as they persist in follo\v .. 
i·ng the ways of sin. Be neither ttpon the streets~ 
nor in the fields, except in going to, or i·etu1·ning 
from, tl1e ordinances of d·ivine \\'Orship. Use all 
the.influence you possess i.11 advising others to ' re· 
member the Sabbatl1 day to keep i-t l1o·ly ;' and in 
endeavouring to reclaim offenders. Speal~ without • 
blushi.ng, as fa1· as you have opportunity, in· com .. 
me11datitJn of keeping the l1oly Sabbatl1, and· against 
the freedoms which the children of iniquity use 
with it. And be especially 11pon your guard, agains·t 
al,l- the instances of Sabbath-breaking, tvhich have 
been:~specified in the preceeding discou·rses. 

But shottld I still be unsuccessful, like Jeremiah 
of old, '' I will get me to the great n1en and speak 
unto then1"".'" Parents, and other masters of fami
lies,-· allow me to speak in behalf of yot1r children 
and other domestics, as well as yourselves ; in be .. 
half of Society; in behalf of Go·d, and of his holy 
Sabbath. Great is the '1ccount you l1ave to make 
to the publi:c, 110\v yot1 train up the individt1als 
under yot11· care ; \vho are soon to issue forth from 
your ~wcilings, and to n1ingle \vith the rest of man .. 
ki11d·. Great is the accot1nt yot1 have f ;) n1:::ke- to 
your God, to yot1r jt1dge, a11'i to your O\Vll con
science, l1nw fa1· )rou l1ave const1lted the spiritual 
\veli~re oi.- tl1c1se t1nder your roof, and cis to the 
pai11s you have taken to sanctify the Sabbath da·y 
before them; sc; as to form this habit in the1n, and 
to t2·ai11 thetn up it1 the paths of religion . 

• 

:H: Je1·. v. 5 • 
• 

• 
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difficult}·· Himself is the patte'rn of that· Sabbath 
sanctification. · "w·hicli 1 he requires · ot· t~e rest. 

be~a~se the' _good ·m~n· is co11sist~nt; and tl1ey 
ate ·satisfied· ~e · ·1s in earnesf. ; Go you, - tl1en, 
~nd do likewi~e. 1,al~ no lo11ger of i111possib~lites 
in rri~tter~ wh~:ch you l}ave never- tried~ Per~?PS in 
the comn1encen1ent you m~y find di~ct1!t}', becat1s~ 
your c11ildren ~nd servan·ts · ha,'e be~n so unaccus-

yourselves are the c~use of a~l t~1s · d·1fficl1lty ~ for 
had you att~nd(!d to '.these th~ngs frbiri the begin
n·ing-, the otder I·an1 pressing upon·you ~vou~d l1ave 

sides; th'e ~ut~ririty of
1the· God Qf 'heaven is inter

pose~~ and he· says you·· 111u.~t begin·." Nor is 'the 
..,, lion in the ~Cl.Y''' so formidable as ·your ~~tk,var4 
I1e~rt~ or al~rme~ fan~y? "."ould suppose. -~ little 
persevetanc:e will· corre~t the · I~berties ·hit ~erto use~ 
wjth the ~abbath in your fam·ily, and render yot1r 
vigil~nce every day ti1ore easy. You 1/lUJf begin, 

pl1~nce, (or the future comfort, as well ~s· respect~ .. 
bility, 'of ·your household. · · 

tend on our ministry, and to profit by our labours. 
·nut if you neglect tl1e nursery, the plantation must 
soon languish·· and becon1e \vaste. rl,he magistrate 
look~ to· )'Ou for instillirig those princ·iples of· so
b1·iety, and ch'erish'ir1g that sense ot' dtity~ bf int·egri
ty, of hontsty, and of honour, in them~ which 'are the 
11ery· sinews of Society ; . and !of such . i111menc'e ad-: 
v~nt~ge i·n for~ing your sons iiDd your daughter's 
to be 'an ornament and a 'blessing to the circle in 
wl~icl1· they are after\vards to n1ove. In a \vord, th~ 

• . • I 
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day ! I appea: to the l)reast e\'tll of tI1e Sabbatl1-
breaker in proof of' \\·I1at I S<l)'· 

Pa1·ents, arid other hear.ls of families, the case is 
so u~gent, and tl1e call I am 111aking 1J})On yo11 of 
such in1me11ce i.mportan,:,e, in every iight i11 \Vl1icl1 
you can vie\v it, tl1at I c~nnot thinl~ of leaving you . 
till I obtain yo111· pledge, to en1bar1( \vith all your 
spi:·ic and activity in t!1e refor1:1ation proposed~ 
No1· i11ust a11y decline the service. I therefore call 
upon e\ret}r 011e of )'OU, aS;),.OU \VOl1ld glorifytl1e n1ost 
higI1 God, as you \l\:oul(1 I1onour the Sabbatl1, as 
yol! \\·oulLi rescl1e you1·selves from tl1e disgrace, a~ 
\\·ell as tl1e guilt, of Sabbath-brcal(_ing, as }70tl wot1lcl 
p1·omote the best interests of yoµr cl1ildr~n, and 
otbers, and be a· benefit and a con1f·ort to all, in
sta11tl)1 to coi·rect tl·1e abuses, of· whicl1 t11ere is so 
sucl1 reason to cotnplain, a11d to dis1)lay tl1e refor"'.' 
mation, by '' sp~nding the whole tin1e in t~e _pub".' 
lie and private exe1·cises of God's worsl1ip, except 
so much as is to be ta~en -up i~ .t~e w.orks of 11e-: 

cessit)r and merc1r·'' · 
But should I fail e'ren i1ere, I \w·ill betake 111ysclf 

next to the instructors of )'Outl1, and plead for God 
a11J his Sabbath with you. As an order of 111e11, 

Society o"'es you mt1ch, and by training u·p the 
}

70l1th, by )rour exa1171J!e and ii1fluence, to '' re-
111ember the Sabbath 1-tay to l(eep it l1oly ,'' soci .. 
ety \\!ill owe you inore. Great is your influence 
over tl1e youtl1 unde1· }·our ~are. Diii·gence and 
att~ntio11 on your part, in recomn1endi11g- ·a re,,e .. 
re11ce for the l1oly Sabbatl1, and in in1pressing upon 
th~i~ yPJing 111inds, tl1at tl1e day is not t·heirs, bu't 
the. Lords, 1na)r be of tl1e greatest advantage in 
sµpply·ing tl1e detect of pare11ts. Were you to 11a\'e 
tl1e goodness of inte1·posing y.ou1·au1ho1·ity' that none 
u11der yot1r car~ be guilty of any 011e11 p1·ofan~tion~ 

• 
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gainst it. · They 111ay exho1·t against it~ They 111ay 

co-operate with their Sessions in VJatcl1ing O\'er alt 
u~d~r their charge; so as to en1ploy. the discipline 
of the church aga~nst gross ~1ld obstinate offenders, 
and to reclaim oth~rs by private advice or admo11i
tion •. Ho\\·ev~r differing in other respects, ~he mi
nisters of religion, of all de.non1i11a~io11s, migh.t be 
agreed· in sanctifying the Sabbath. Tl1ey n1ight, for 
this purpose, unite tl1eir exertions in calling .· Sab
bath-brealte1·s to an accou11t. 1"~ give due vigour 

·to suc.h a pr.aise ~orthy atte1npt, let it be perfectly 
understood by all, t~at no offen.der ~nd sl1elter \Vith 
one denon1ination of Cl1ri.stians in flying frotn a110-

ther, o~ accou11t of such an enquiry into their coc
duct .. By sucl1 a co-operation 1nuch good, in point 
of external refo1·mation, 111ight be done. I presun1e 
not to ad111onish those, at wl1ose feet it becon1es 

• 

me rather to sit down, and receive a lesson. But 
it is n1y earne~t :\vish, that the priests, the ministers 
of the Lord, \Vere more united, in displaying a zeal 

· and an activity to have Sabbath . sanctification re
stpr.ed. And ... great \vpuld be the happiness which 
:would result from such a fruit of their labours • 
. I-Iere I will not suppose a necessity to appeal from 
the ministers of religion to the Christian 111agistrate,. 
upon a 1natter of" such obvious necessity .and impor
tance as the sanctification of the Sabbath ; but 
surely it is con1petent~ and proper, for the Church 
to call upon the aid of tl1e civil magistrate, to give 
a m~re speedy and t1niversal cl1eck to the evil, e
~pecially after it hatl1 been allowed to proceed so 
far. · 

The magistrate judges for God. These men of 
po\ver, '' are a teiror to t!1e evil.'' '' They bear 
not the sword in vain""''. 1"'hey must be jt1st ru-

" "" Rom. xiii. 2. 1·. . 
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ment of restoring ·the blessings of sobriety, gravi
ty, . good· faith,· a11d good order in society ? • 

Sanctifie<.l Sabbaths are inseparably connected 
\vith a flourishing state of religion. Where the Sab
bath is.sanctifiell,· \Ve fi11d a devotional, orderly, ltind, · 
inoffe11sive, a11d benevolent people. A people, 
whose chief object is to believe in, to serve and ho
DQUJ'. .the God who made and redee1ned them, and 
tp aeek the peace and prosperity of all n1a11kind a
round them. And who that loves his God, or 
would wish .the happiness of men, but would look 
and long for such happy days yet to be restored to 
all .the churches? Days, the contemplation of 
wh~ch ren1inds me of Isaiah's golden age, \vhen the 
officers or magistrates of God's people shall be peace, 
and~thejr exactors righteousness! '' Violence,'' adds 
that inimitable masteP of descriptioµ, '' shall no more 
'' be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction 
'' within thy· borders ; · but thou shalt call thy. walli 
'·' .salvatiQn~ :and thy· gates praise. '"l ... he sun shall be 
''.no more thy light ·by day, neither for brightness 
'' -s~all . the moon give light unto thee ; but· the 

• 

' ' 

· • -~t.~ath been Jud~ed necessary of l~t~, to call.fortl1 our fel~ 
low-c1t1zens to tlie office of constable, 10 order to preserve the 
peace. ·.Might not this respectable and usefQl officer be empower
ed,; by; the magist~te or ~ouncil of our Towns,to cJear our streets, 
our shores, or fields, of atrollers upon Sabbat4? To aearcli ot1r 
taverns for loung~1·s there duri~g divine service ; and ·to fright 
our youth from 'play? The advantages, even of these attentions 
to the Sabbath, would be iQcalculable ; and the nod of the ma
gistrates· a11d coun~il can: do it. Within these 1-8 or ~O years, 
if my information· b~ coa·rect, the ci~y of Perth· \Vas distinguish
ed for Sabbath sanctification, and wl1y should not the honourable 
distinction be ·kept· up·?· Much to their credit, ~n aciive police 
preserved this distinguis~ed decorum upon Sabhati} formerly ; 
a.nd. why, by a:revival of their services, might npt a city, so 
worthy of esteem i11 many other i·espects, l1ave the honours of 
Sabbath sanctification yet .i·estored to it ~ · 

• 
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and. a Saviour, to give re tance unto Israel, and 
ren1ission of sins.'' 1.,here will. be no genuine obe
dience to any part of the law of God, be assured 
of it, till tl1e lieart be renewed by grace, and the 
fai.th <?f the op~ra~ion of God rule there. To ~hat 
are we to ascribe the great, the reigning cause ot· 
the little respect put upon the Christian Sabbath at 
present, but to the very low state of personal reli
gion. The power of unbelief is great ; and so must 
be the power of disobedience. For, according as 
unbelief prevails, so \vfll Christ, and the great saJ. 
vation through l1in1, with the Father, and ever-bless
ed Spirit, be _neglected and despise_d. And as long 
as· this antipathy reigns, the Sabbath and its devo
tions wil·l'be disregarded. 

Even the saints of God, in a period of general 
falling away like the present, may use n1any i·nde
cent freedo.e1s with his holy day, which the more 
~evout and ~ealous will l)itterly deplore, and try to 
correct. · For in proportion as carnality prevai.Is i11 

the heart, and the life and power of religion lan
guish in the soul, so wiJI such declining Christians 
display their sicl~ly condition, by forg~tting that ho
mage which they ov;e to the Lord of tl1e Sabbath, 
and to it for l1is sake. Bt1t the heart that is under 

• 

the reigning· po\ver of unbelief proceeds 111ucl1 far· 
tl1er. It discredits every tl1ing commanded. of God 
respecting the Sabbath. Such a statement, as is pre .. 
sented in the precedin.g pages in vindication of· that 
sacred institution, is spt1rned. at by the unbelieving 
heart, as subjecting me11 to rest1·ictions wh.ich arc 
11ot to 'be endured. ,.f.l1e self.denials necessary to 
the ke~ping of" the Sabbath are so ·grievous, and the 
spiritual exercises of· it i11 suc~ession, dema11di11g the 
:whole day to be kept holy, are such a burden to 
the carnal mind, tllat lllUltitudes \Vill rather burst 

" 
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Or if 'fe.ar ~ill. contr:ibute any thing to sh.ut you up 
to· the faith; ·:con·sider the fearful cO'nsequences of 
unbelief, after such alluring r,fl:e1·s fto111 the God 
wliom .. we adore. - By co11tinuing after this in your 
unbelief, ·you inst1lt his Majesty; you profane, wi.th 
p_eculiar aggra:vations of guilt, his Sabbaths and or
dinances 'of worshi.p ; ydu dra\v do\\'n n1ore fear
fuf .. expressions of his ·\vrath, and ripen yourseJ,res 
faster .for-the day of slaughter. '' 0 that mine head· 
'' w.ere \\1ater, and 1nine C)·es a fountain of tears,· 
'' that I might weep day and night for tl1e slain of 
.'' the daughters of my people !'' 

_ Con1passion, tl1erefore, brethren, the tenderest 
yearnings· of compassion, for your preciOllS and in1-
morta}· souls, -will not allo\v n1e thus to part witll 
you )'et. Hearken, then, my beloved, a11d longed 

_ for, and be all pbedience to the authority of· hea
ven; for .,,-this is -the command -of God, that }·e 
believe on the nan1e of hisSon 'vhom he hath sent.'' 
Belie\.·e in him for )'Our justification : becat1se his 
righteousness is the only foundation_ of· our accept
ance \vith an l1oly God. Bclie,·e in him for rege
neration and sanctification : 1·or thus runs the pro
mise. '' A new l1eart also will I give }'Cu, and a 
'' new spirit '''ill I put \vithin )'OU, and I will take 
'' away the stoney heart ot1t of )'Ot1r flesl1, and I will 
'' give you an heart cf flesh. And I wiil put my 
'' spirit within )'OU, and ca11se )'OU to l'7all<. in my 
'' statutes, and ye shall keep 1ny judgn1ents and '-ll1 
'' them-'' "" Believe in him for hea,1en and eternal 
life. For '' the gift cf Go<l is eternal life throu~h 

. c 
'' J• Ch I I d '' B i· . h" . esus , ir:st our .. or • e 1eve in in1, If!- a 
wotd, and the Sabbath, as a t}1pe of heaven, \"Jill 
be called by }'OU '' a delight, the holy cf the I.ord, 

• Ezek. xxxvi. 26,. 27. 
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9i .APPENDIX. 

e their religiou1 principle• lymbolize wit1a 
111ch ualCl'iptural notiona, 111ay well excite utoni1hment, and 

• 

ought alao \to be the cause of 101·row to every friend of reli· . ~ . -
gion. I , I '. . ,. 

But let ue apply the word of to these new opinion•, ancl 
- the countenance which they Qbtain from it. ·It i1 pretty re• 
markaWe, that, in all the attempts, of late, to reason on thi• 
auhject, · 1001e and undefiraed termi have- been· bnifo1111ly employ. 
eel ; and the very thing· which ought fint to have been in 
ably proved, c1, without blushing, admitted at once a1 a aelf-evi. 
deat truth. Sabbath-b . era, they say, •ad other enemies to 
God and the true religion, are go01J and in#nsi'Oe mem/Jer.r of 
r1«ielJ•. An uaertien . as ~extravagant, as· it is· cont to the 

• • • 

•nifo1n1 teati111ony· of holy teripture. It ia granted, that such 
men may be externally decent, sober, honest, and more or lea' 

• 

~bligiag io aociety, a~cordi11g to their natural temper,· or the po. 
. . or their'.maanen ; but,' inatea• of being. the good .. and i~ .. 

oitenaive mem · of society, which modem c lil'.llent asserts 
, · men to be.· the ·u~ifo111a testi11wny Qf acripture declarei, 
that Sabbath-b era, ~nd other enesniea to ·God and relicion, -. ' ' 

jf allowed to go on · in their way1, first induce othen .tP follo;t 
~min thei.- penaicioua .p~ti~, and th,n~ in the·iasue, ••aifo1111. 
lY draw . down th, . j•tlJ . r. a/ ht~ •Jon t. . 1l•t1; anti 
;,,,,,. 1~1 alllOllg vM I. ~flle/I. · J refer you in proe£ 
of this to LeY, cjlap. sxft. throughout, p...Pcularlr from~~ 
Sl.-85. There, a aeries of the ~oat d id j11dpenta1 ,rhi~h. 
lea'Rn indicts p.pon any people, are denounced again•t Sabbath· 

rs, and agaila•t· the people among wi.om they are pe~111it
ted t~ peni~t ~o _their ~· i11~ea. Coone~t with t~a, ~e ~c9m-

• 

pli1liment a( ~h9ae threa~ninga i~ the captivity of J, . ; •nd 
the cl~tructi~n of ~~~ city an~ temple of.· J~r.ulal~, 2 Chron • 
. z.ssvj. 1~ •... 21. And ,for.~~at ca~ae l Ji~ca~se the prie,t• an~ 
.the people left the ~111e .Je~gion, polluted ~he '1ouse of~· Lord, 

• 

_.,ro~ed hi•~ ~a~baths, an• ullecl the messengen ~£ . . 1 ~dlJ, 
•ho wae -.t. to . . ibcm. Now all . ee.eYiJa • ht ~ 

.. -~··· '·' ...... '"· • • •• 
• • 

• 
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• 

def' Providence : l}ut :11e is well· aware, ·that· nationil · 1afety de"• 
• 

pends much upon a nation's walking i11 the comma11dmen'ts o~y the 
:hord ;' and especially upon the manner in . which its rulen and 
zr1ardian1 conduct themselves, in tl1e respect wl1ich tliey shew te 
hii ·Sabbath and· wonhip. Sobriety, a respe·ct for religion, a 

re'fert~ for tl1e Sabbath, and a deference to tl1e feelings and 
accommodation of the fearers of God, .. are accomplishments 
which must exalt the character of .any man, especially of a mili. 

tary prof~ssion. . 

With all deference and respect therefore both to tl1e order and 
profetsion of a1·111!, it is motit humbly submitted, whether, as aa 
expression of reverence for the-·Lord's day, and respect to the 
feelings of the ret.gious- part of 011r country, our foot regiments 

inight not be assemllled (or atteuding divine service on that day, 

without ·'the noise of 20 or SO dramsf fifes, Ice. parading tl1e 
principal streets · of otir ·cities and towns, so greatly to the dis• 

' I 

turbanC'e of the inhabitants, when pRparing to go out unto the 
house of Gnd.. If the cavalry assemble on their parade without 

• 

lucli noise, and with touch gravity ·and decency proceed to, and 
tetum from, divine service, without any band, wl1y might not the 
iame· solemnity be observed by our foot regiments ? · The discon;. 
finuance ·of the drums and music on such occasion1 would be ex• 
tremely gratifyiaig to the aober aod devout among us ; would pre• 

vent the youth in our towns from profaning tl1e Sabbath morn

ing, by tuming out after them ; and -would certainly. correspond 
far better with these devotional exercises which the men are called 

' 

to at.tend. Such is· commonly the politeness and good sense of our 
cemmanding officers, th'at it requires no· more, it is presumed, 
than a notification of tl1e wisl1es of our magistrates and citizent, 
to be er1tirely gratified in tl1ii; matter. . 

. Before dismissing tl1is note, he hopes to be indt1lged in a little 
farther· liberty of remark. :rite exercising of soldiers upon the 
Lord's day, accompanied· '"itl1 as much, if not more, musical 
perfor11rance than . is co1nnto11ly practised upon any other day of 
the week, is, i11 itself, a very new thi11g, especially in Nortl1 Bri. 

' 
• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

ial»bath ·.day, \l,y which thi1 last o.f· all concema a»gh~ be ,... • 
•• 

• ~ted. . . . . 
• ' Add to this, the:_ :~~]igiolJI and -~~:maoral ten~ency qf aueh e~,. 
hibitfbns upon a· . Sabbath afte~noon or evening, .on t~e i!lh~bi,. 
._nta, .pi1 ticularly· ~he youth of both 1e~ea. A sight, IO con
ir.ry to t1!e sole1J1nitie1 of public wo~hjp, which they haYe been 
atte · g, must dissipate from their minda any good impresaion• 

11ced upon them i• the houae ·of God. And who can cal
eulate the miachievoµa conaeque11ces to a young mind, which re.,. 
1'11t . frona euch a ditJpoaition.? The ~arnal mind, fond of auch 
enten.ainaien~, will lengthen out the recreatio11. The time, sacred 
to the duties of t~e fa111Uy and of the closet, is thereby lost ; and, 
what is still worae, an aversio.(I to. religion, and the restraints of 
jt, assum~s an appearance never formerly manifested. Repeti. 
iion increuea the dislike ; till at length the services of religioQ 
# abaJ1doned altogether. The example of one leads on '11110• 

·· the1. The ta ansition from the drill ground, to the wood, or the 
i.vero, is easy. And. thua the mind becomes prepared for 11sing 
tvery other liberty with the $abbath, which the opportunity or 

. d.ie temptatioo may present. Thus the h1J11ful tendency of exer• 
~ng our troops to ~· upon Sabbath, to the i11habitantf 

re it is allowed, ia trulyaJa1111ing to .-.y thinking mind; and. 
. efore the practi~ itself c;:ann9t be tOQ soon ~acontinued • 

• 

It is not, by any means, intended by the1e remarks, to hurt Or 
•o pfend the •11ost delicate aenae of honour; for true honour 
U. founded upon a strict confo1mity to the law· -which gorems us. 
Not much in admiration, however, ··or the .empty and unmeaning 
compliment of the age, liberty is here· ta .. --~~1.tate plain and 

'"'"i'·~ . . . 

•ub facts ; and jo doing 10, to exe~,'.·the rights of a 
Christian mioiater, as well a1 a Briton. Shoiild, therefore, any 

. o&'epce at such li~rty, an unan1werable reply is at hand. 
letwe~n the eaJ11t~ of the oft'eoce there is no parallel. If em. 

ying Sabbath as a field.day, with all the parade of militarr 
cnusic, be contrary to the law of God, and have no sanction 
~ Jaw• of OIU° co.UD'• y, it ia the uudoubtcd .right of all t• 

• 

• 
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mife! . A number of miracles was wrought ;-Egypt was pu. 
niflied, and left inexcufeable· ·; and the people of Goa were con
duB:ed, in.fpite of all oppofition, out of their enemy's country. 
They paired the Red Sea about the middle of March, or at the 
vernal equinox; and,. after jou~eying about fix weeks in the 
adjacent defarts, they came . to· Sinai · in Arabia. There God 
was to deliver his moral law on the day of Pentecoft, or fiftieth' 
day from the Paffov~r celebrated in Egypt ; and the circumftan
ces attending its publication were in~xpreffibly. awful. '' So 
te11ible w.as tqe 'fig~t, '~hat '.MC?~es. faid, I exc~edfu.gly fear·.and 
quake~'' That terrific fcene difcovered to the church the 1nfi .. 
nite pn• ity of the divine na.ture, tqe bolinefs and extent of the 
law, and the utter impofilbility of being faved by the covenant 
of works •. TQ evince that he was then a Fathe.r in Chrift, God 
prefaced ~is law with a new-covenant promife, I am the Lord 
thy God, demonftrating that all acceptable obedience to the. 
Jaw muft. flow from faith in this promife: '' Becaufe God 
is the Lord, and our God, and Redeemer, the1·efore we are 
bound to keep all his commandments.'' The law written on 
man's heart ·in his ·primitive integqty had been effaced by fin; 
the moral law was but obfcurely -known in the patriarchal fiate,, 
and now, when the churcl1 was ~o be organized, it became In .. 
finite Wifdom topubliJh a.body of laws fortheufe of hi~ people, 
as rational creatures, as immediate fubjeas of a divine govern
ment, . ano as a typical· .people. . The law coneeming . the Sab .. 
~ath~ w~s : no doubt greatly negleCled and forgotten during the 
time the·ch.ildren of .lfrael.were .in Egypt,. partly through their 
own irreligion, and pa~J::--"~~ · 1lccount of ~he opp~effion of their 
enemies. God,- tliereforer."in republifhing it, with otl1ers, from 
Mount Si11ai, refiored it to its primitive defign and ufe, and 
:I.hewed that ihe obfervation of one day in feven to be. a holy 
Sabbath to himfelf is intimately and indiifOlu.bly conn~C\ed with 
all the other branches of religion •. 
! 
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• 
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GENERAL n&,10N 01: TJJE 1Ns'r1TuT10N OF f.it1: sA .. BATH. 
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·Gol> ·is t~e abfolute ,proprietor of all our time, and. hath an 
.Unqueftionable: right. to :requi1·e as much of it for his. own im
mediate fervice as.he ple~es. It.is :an -indifputable truth, that 
God can do with his own what feemeth good in l1is fight, and 
none dare ·fay to him, without the greateft arrogance, What 

, doft tho~·?: ·For- ''of him'' as to original defign, ''.through him'' as 
·;:· to in'\'incible. efficiency, and '' to l1in1 '' as to. ultimate end, are all 

't·liings,; and to him be .glory ! Roin. xi. 36. .Time is ours only 
in trU:fi,' .and is a talent ver)- valuable ~n iuelf, and In its ap. 

. - · . vlicatio11 
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~en on the Sabbatl1, who will neither reft themfclvcs, nor al .. 
low their ferVants and cattl~ to refl, altl1ough thefe have bec11 

• 

. generally ftrained beyond their ftrength on the other fix days of 
the week, and have a juft claim to a fuf penfion of 1aboL1r on 
the feventh day! A nie~cifL1l. man is merciful to his beafl at. 
all .times, and furely will not tteat. it cruelly on· the SabbatJ1. 
This. is, indeed, ·an inft;r,~or c;onfideration, but fhould not be 
overlo9ked by tis.; for· God · feedeth the ravens that c~ll upon. 
him, and, aniidft t!i~ mighty mo\"ements of the U'.9:i-v~rfe, he 

. careth for oxe~ ! . If this were tl1e only defign of Provi~ence in. 
the reft of the S~bbath, carn_al men would perl1aps acquiefce 
in the appointment; but it was chiefly defigned for the reft and, 
fpirit11al improvement of our fouls, a l1oly i;eft• a feafon of 
mental exertion, of .c;Ievout contempl~tion, of beneficence, and 
of virtuous ~nd religious i11tercou1·fe ~ a. day in wl1ich we are 
to endea\•our t~ .r~ife OU~ 1nin~s from tl1ings on eartli to thi11gs 

• 

. in hea'l!el!, 'lj.Jhe1·e Ch1·ist sitteth at the 1·1"ght hl111d of God; to. 
1nedita~e on the \\'orks of God in cr~ation and pro\•idence, and 
upon tp~ ftill more t1·anfcen~an~ \\1011ders. of redemption by tl1e 
bloocl ,of C~1rifl ; · to exao1ine 011rfelves whether "'e be i11 the 
faitl>., ancl \\hether \Ve ~~ maki11g progrefs in our \\7ay to hea-

·Ven •. ' Sucl1 a r~ft is a fi11g~lar privilege to the cl1urcl1 of God~ 
On tl1at day faints ~ene\v 'their fttength; their refolutions about 
divine things are tl1r9ugh grace prompt, their exertions' v_igo-. 
J"OUS, and they \Vifu to ·call i11to aC\:ion the \Vl1o}e fovce of tbei1· . 
ipiritt1al life_: .J;:fpe~ially t~ey defire to go with the multi
·tude into the houfe, of God, tQ join in praife n11d prayer, in 
J1earing th~ \\•9rd re~d nnd~ 1>rcache~, and in fl1e~i11g forth tl1e 
death of Chri:fl in the facr;1.m~nt of_tl1e fupper. 0 l1ow delight. 
ful is it to draw 11~a~ to- G.od in company ,ivitl1 the faints on the 
Lord's day, .to ~calc ~h~ \\'a~ls of l1ea-ven by faitl1. an~ J>rayer, 
and to prefi:; into the kingdo~ of God! Y c infid~ls, l1a\·e y~ 
any e11joyment~ like t11efe ? Y c favag es i11 ~ <:;· · "i~ian coL1ntry, 
"'

1110 ft:ldom aff'emble but for .riot and e\?cry ~'..~. : .'' ,,·01·k, wl10 
·14~Iter you~· cri~es bel1in~ ycur infide~ity ,~ and· 'who l1~te t11at 
~a\\' \\1l1icl1 ye do 119t ·find con\•enient to o~ey ,; ho\v long \\1iil. 
)"C continue ft1·ange~·s to pure and undefiled ~eligion ? 0 ! taft~ 
~n~ fee tl1at our Y.od is goo~l, . and th~t ip ~f:eping of l1is .com~ 
J11a~1dme11ts there is a gi·eat _re\vard ! Qc~c11i11e'fs 11atl1 the p1·0-
111ife of tl1e. life tli~t ~o\v is, a114 of tliµ,t ''' l1icl1 is 'to. co~e, and 
is profitable to al·l perfons. and in all tl1ings. · · BL1t irrcligic11, by 
\Vhatc\'e~ 11ame it is called,, an.cl Sabbat11.'..1Jro~a11atio11 in pat·tic11"'.' 
lar, err1bit.ters tl1e 1)refe11t con1f..;1·ts of· life, a11d fills 'with / a11gui!h 
~lll~tte1·ab}e in p1·of1)cfr of ·a~ U pproachi11g Ctc1·nity. \\7jthout 
true r~ligion, ,-011 can11or be {at:c fi·onl. tl·1e. ills of this-. \\~orld~ 
nor' frqm tl1ofe n·;o1·e f'ort!~icable C.:2ril!t'rs .. :. l1ich ei:.te1:.d their 

• ' • ' Q 

mifchief to a· future ftate .• · .. · "-· 
. ' '• ' .. . 
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amb11latory precept among thofe that are to endure for ever ~ 
' 'Thus the law caf GQ.cJ. woµld b.e impe.rfea, which is blafphemy 

to affirm. Tl1e p'rinc;:ipal reafons for en~orcing the obfervatioq 
of tlie. ·sabbath, are reafons .that equally concern Jew~ and Gen• 
tile~ ai1d of co11fequence ni~ft. be ~oral. Surely God's giving 
iix qays of t11e w.eek to man for his own employment, is a reafon 
extending to all men, and. not peculiar to the J_ews.' If the Jews 
'w~re bound tQ celebrate the Sabbath becaufe it wa~ God's due, 
the Gentiles are .equally bound by it as fubj~as 1of moral go
vernment. The example of God in· refting upon the fevent1~ 
clay,. binds, beyond controverfy, ·the. Gentiles as well as _the 
)ews ; for ~hey are a.II his creatures, and the· o]ljeas of his 
providential care. . If God bleffed the Sabbath and hallowed it~ . . ' . 
this 1s a general concern of all rational creatures on earth ; and 
certainly the Gentiles ·~eed the divine bleffing as well as the 
Jews. It is indeed u1·ged, that the Jews ~ould obferve the 
Sabbatli, becaufe God (Dent. v~) brought them, out of the 1~11d 
of Egypt,, out of the h~ufe. of bondage ; and this is fuppof.ed to 
be a reafon peculiar , to the 'Jews. But thi~. argu~ent do~h not 

· afFeCl .the morality pf . t~'e fo~rth· commandJl:len~, ~ote than ~h~ 
general promife, I am the Lord thy G~, doth .aff eB: the mo1·ality 
of the other nine, or ~eftroy the l~w ! The·4eliverance ~ro~ 
Egypt was truly -remarkable, and flrongly interefting to the · 
Jews ; but it 1had9wed forth ~~~ redemptiol) of, men by .Chrift, 
in· which all nations are interefted '; and the ~nowledge .of this 

. Diption is a forcible motiye for· fan~jfying the .Lord's day. 
It is evident al(o, that the Sabbath .wa~ fanai~ed in all ages by 

• 

the church of God. The fcripture makes ~o ~xprefs mention, 
indeed, of the Sabbath, fro~ its firft in~it~ti9~ .~n paradiCe till 
the time· of Mofes, but the filence of fcriptq.re <>n .~hat he~d i~ 
no evidence that the celebration of the Sabbath did not obtain • 
It is extremely pro~able, that the fidl man: t~µgpt t~e. ~n.ty of. 

. Sabbath .. fanClification to his ~hildren, both l>y;~ .~ampJe and. pre
c~pt; and they, efpecially in the line of '.:.f;_:h, would. t~ach ' 
tqtirs in their tl:lm, through a feries of geJ.le:rations,. ·till, ' on ac-. \ 
coupt of the increafe of human wicke~nefs, a republication of 
the original law became-neceffary,. as took place from Moun~ 
Sinai. .If men w~re organized in a church-ftate,. if public wor'I" 
1hip o.btainep, if prayers and facrifices wer~ prefented to God, 
the day t11at he had inftituted would ·furely be cho(eri foJ," thefe 
purpofes, in preference to· any other. . ·on that blefted day they 
'.\vould meet ·to refre1h their memories, and waran tl1eir h.earts, 
by rel1ear.fing the promi(e of the coming Mefilah.- The. ;whole 
hiftory. of. the patriarchs is comprifed withi~ ·\'ery •. nar~ow: 
l·i01its, and -no doubt many things relating to .their wo. ,"p ~n<\ 
condutl: !lre omitted; becaufe their 11iflory is. only 3.n·i~ti:odu&ion 
to· a grander fcene in _the Ifraelitilh cl1urch. The words in tl1e 
· / , ·· begin~in; 

• 





, 

-

• 

' 
• 

Sabbath had been intended for .perpetuity, ·Go~l w9uld not h:tve· 
ft>oken.of anotJ1er day, rleb. iv •. 8. IO.; but th~re remained tl1e 

· kee1Jing of a . Sabbath ( Sahbatz"smos) to tlie people of Goel, 
diftinCI: f1·om. the Sa_bbatli among tl1e Jews • .Tl1e fever1tl1 day was 
· appo,inted. to. comme1norate •tl1e divine glory i11 the creation. of 
tl1e .world·, b11t. when a ' .. mqre. memorable event ~ook place, it 
becan1e Infinite Wifdom .to app_oi11t . a11other d<1y in which it is 
to be remembered, and tl1e cl1urch e11joy her refi:.. Tl1e refar
reClion of Chri!l from· t11e d~ad for1ns t11e mo3: wonderful rera. 
i·~ the. l1iftory of Providc·nce, an4 the day on which ~11at eve11t 
J.1appened muft not be fo1·gotten ·by the f1:iends of the Redeemer. 

J God h~th accordingly. ftamped, an indelible glory upo11 the. firfl 
·day of the 'veek : He that bath e11tered into his.re.rt, he also h11tb 
ceased fro,n hz"s :z.vork, as G_otl did fro111 his, Heb. iv. 10. Ch1·ift 
did not i11deed enter into a place of 1·est i1nmediately after 11is 
i·efl11·re8ion ; but he entered into a stt1te of rest u1Jon tl1at firft 
d~y. , llis rifing again was an infallible proof that 11is fufferings 
and l1u1niliation were 0'7er for e\rcr ; ai1d as God refted from 
J1is \\'orl;:s on the feventh day, and Cl1rift from his 011 the firfi, 
the;: ?t·g.u1nent from 11ence is invincible, t11at t11e· reft of t11c 
Chriftia11 · church is to be · hepceforth on tl1e firft day of tl1e 
week. On that day C'1rift met his· difciples. in .pe.rfon, and 
~i:fFuf~d~. among the~ the. f wee~eft tokens . o~ his grac~<;>u~ pre-. 
fer1ce: 'He h1·eathed upQn them, and they recei'lJed the Holy Ghost. 
The prin)itive Chrifil~s met· o~ the firft day of the week to 
_l.1~ar tl1e wo~d preached, to ,colleet for t~~ · p~or,· and t,o receive 
ih·e Lord's _fupper, ACl:s, ·xx .. 7. 1 Cor. x. 21. and .xvi. 1. The 
apoftles, \vho had . it in . charge to teach the church, to: obferve 
.all_ t11ings which Chrift comn1anded them, would then1fel1res · 
l1ave been chargeable with· the moft outrageous contempt of his 

. f!Uthority, i·f they,l1ad affen1bled for public worfhip 00 tb,at day · 
without 11is exprefs precept or example. The fi1·ft · fathers of 
the church exprefsly. affirm thi~ change to have been. made by 
the Lo1·d himfelf, to '1ave been unive1·fally promulg.ated by the. 
apoftles after the day of.Pentecoft,. a11d to hiive _been -fubn1itted 
to by. ~11 th~ Chriftian \\"orld. Their teftimpnies could be pro"! 
duced; but £01· brevity's fake we omit tl1em. · 

• • • • 

• 

• 

I . 

HoLY MEN IN ALL AGES HAVE s .. 4.NC:TIFIED THE SABBATH. . -
! • • • 

REVERENCE for the law of God is a teft of all trµe religion·; 
and he has no pretence to vital_ Chriftia·nity who ~a~tonly pro
fanes tl1e Sabbath. In all ages of the· church, in all the variety 
~~at obta~ns in the rank and circumi.lances of good men,_ how 
muc~ foevcy the7 di:fFe1·ed about~ otl1er t11ings, they were a!l . 
t1nan1mous in t!11s, to remember -the Sabbatl1-day to keep it 

hol ,,. • 
• 

• • 
• 

' 
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~ith God in the cxercife of grace, a11d difchargc of c,~her duties, 
he ca1111ot reco~mend religio11 to 11is relatives a11d acquai:itance, 
Jte cannot 1nake his piety run like a golden t11read tl1rough all 
tI1e engagements of life who negleCl:s, or carelefsly pe1·forms, 
tJ1e duties qf the Sabbath. His vigilance over his c11ildren, his 
attention to l1is f ervants, will be conftraincd and ineffectual, l1is 
general intercourfe witl~ the \Vorld will be tinB:u.recl 'vitl1 de
~eit, \vhile he hi1n~elf is not animated by the fear of God, and 
attentive to the Lo1·d's clay. Childre11 will be d~fobedie11t ancl 
11ntraClable, fervants imperio11s and u11fait11fL11, vifitors ai1d 
frie11ds too often incentives to fi11, in that family '"'he1·e conftant 
and i·egular attention to the holinef:; of the Sabbath is not pre
fe1·ved wirh t1nbending fortitude. All the branches of domeftic 
piety, and their feveral ramifications, termi11ate 11c-1·e. The 
vigour or de~lenfion of any man's grace may be fafely i11ferred 
fro·~~ his condua t1pon the Lord's clay. I11 tl1e p1·in1itive 2ge~ 
~f Chr!ftianity, in the times ·of the fi1·ft a11d feco11d Reformation 
in Scotland, and in N e\v England, for feveral generations, the 
fanflification of the Sabbath was a prominent and decided e,~i
dence of religion. In England alfo, u·}1cn t·lic i11famo11s Bock 
~f Sports was publilhed (1618) _by K.i11g .Tan1es at-:.d 11is cl·ca
tures, the Pµritans, as they were 1·eproacl1fully called, ancl the 
ferious part of ~he community, \Vere alarmed and panic. ilruck. 
at fL1ch horrid profanenefs. ~any books \Vc1·e written, con\1c1·
fations he~d. and remo11ftrances entered, ag~inft the \videl)-
f preading evil. Many minifte1·s and people did forego every 
thing me11 call dear, ratl1er t11an con1ply "''it11 fuch public cor
ruptio11s; and fu1·e]y they aCl:ed \ve11, in ha'\'ing oppofed t11e 
influence, the p1·ecepts, a11d the e~~ample of the cot11·t. So1ne 
perfo11s of exalred piety, ho\veve1·, acred a very fneaking part,, 
as the famous Bifhqp Hall, \.vho read the Book of Sports in t!1e 
forenoon of the Lord's day to pleafe the ICing, and preacl1ed i11 

~he afternoo11 11pon tl1e fou1·th comn1andment to p!eafe t11e Lo1·d 
of 110.fts ! lndi)'·icluals lil~eivife, not a few i11 moder11 ti 11}es, of 
' 

~igh 1·ank a11d extenfive lea1·ning·, l1a'\'C called the Sabbatl1 a 
delight, a11d l1011ou1·ed the Lorcl on that day, ancl have foun4 
their temporal p1·ofperity intimately conncfiecl with their facrecl 

· 1·egard to the Sabbatl1. The teftin1ony of the eminently pious 
Judge Hale may be f uppofed to J1ave fome ,,·cigl1t on tl1if, argt1-
ment, who decla1·es, i11 11is Co11ternplations, Moral and Divine, 
1' That I have fou11~, by a ft1·ia a11d diligent obfervation, that a 
d11e obferving of the duty of the l:..io1·d's day hath e\rer had 
joined to it a bleffing upo11 tl1e rcft of my tin1e, and the \Vcek 
fo begu11 hatl1 bee11 blefied and profperous to me ; a11d, on tl1e 
other fide, \vhen I l1a\·e bee11 neglige11t of tJ1e duties of this da;'", 
~he reft of the week l1ath been unf11cccfsful and unhappy to n1y 
fecular emp~0yments, fo that I co11ld eafil)· make a11 cftimate of 
• • n1y 
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tca1·s i11 tl1eir eyes, when there was ht1~ one ft.ep between tl1eta 
and death, the profanation of the Lord's day as the primary 
ca11fe of their ruin; and that their parents, inftead of controul:.. 
ling them on that day, were tl1eir counfellors ( 2 Chron. xxii. 
3.) to work wickednefs !. How folemn t·he fpeB:acle ! J1ow in-
1lruB:ivc an e.ve11t, and how venerable do ctivine appointments 
appear in the light of eternity! llu~ht 11ot this- alfo to teacl1 
parents and mailers to keep thei•r cl1ildr-cn· and fe1·\•ants in fL1b:. 
jection,.and, if poffible, in their. houfes and! prefence on Sabbatl1? 

PREPARATl'ON FOR THE SABBA.TH~ 

Goon men, in ordinary cafes, walk by rule. Wl1at is done 
by no fixed rule, is done awkwardly, feeb·Iy, and confufedly. 
When a t11ing is do11e ieldom, it is done with reluB:ance and 
diflike ; and from diflike, the natural tranfition is to omiffion 
and total neglect. On t11e co11tra1•y,. lvhnt is fubjeCl:ed to a fixed 
fta11dard, is done accurately and effeflually, a11d with eafe and. 
delight, becaufe it is done from habit and cuftom. Cuftom, all 
men know, is a kind of fecond nature. It is reco1·ded of Cl1rift, 
that it was his custom to enter into the fynagogue 011 the Sabbath 

. day ;: and· he fanCl:ified it by a courfe of aCl:ive benevolence-. 
Applying thefe hints· to our conduCI: on the Lord's day, it would 
greatly facilitate t·he perfor-mance of t.I1e duties required, did we 
make confcientious preparation for it before it ca1ne. ''Six days 
:ihalt thou labour and do all thy work,'' ~11·e words that l>lainly 
intimate, that we :fhould order our affairs through the week, and 
efpecially on the laft day of it, in ft1ch a manner, that we may 
not meet with any inierruptio11 or dift·urbance in the great 'vork 
of that day. Our moderation fhould appear in all things, and 
our rega1·d to the world 1hould never tempt us to encroach upon 
God's property, or clog us in fpiritual dutiesi. We fhould ,,,ifely 

·and diligently difpatch the b11finefs of the week, that \Ve ma}
he preparecl.; fo1· tl1e reft of the Sabbath ; and as far as ou1· carf: 
a·nd• forefight can extend, it fl1ould be faid of our Saturday as 
was faid of old, (Luke, :xxiii. 54. ), That it wa.r the pt·epa1·ation, 
and the Sahbath dre'l.v 011. Ot1r wdrldl y bufi11efs, our hot1fes, 
our attire, and ottr food, lh.ot1ld be all i11 fuch a ft ate as to pre
vent all folicitude about the1n on the Lord's day. We fhould 
alfo be concerned to. exercife grace with a· vie\v to the coming 
Sabbath, as tl1e moft delightful of days, a11d the heft portion of 
time, and cry out,. Whe11 shall 'Ive again appear hifo1·e God .2 How 
amiah/e are thy tahcr11tu:le1~ lord God ef hosts! A day i11 thy 
courts is hetter than tl thou.ranJ. Our mofi arde11t defires fhould 
be ext:ited after fellow1hip witl1 tJ1e Fatl1er, and with J1is Son 
Jefus Chrift; and tl1efe defires. fl1~tilc;l mini? le tl1emfclves wit11 .... 

' . all 





.ts, 

thcn1, \Ve a1·c ~lorifying God. It fot111ds \·e1·y i111piot1fly i11 a 
pious ear, to aflert, t11at the \\·hole fix days of the wcel~ at·~ 
our own, and 011ly a part of the feventh day belo11g·s to God. 
It tl'as a fafhio11able doctrine in England at tl1c tin1e referred to 
already, \\·hen the Bool~ of Sports \Vas publiihecl, to contencl, . 
and to profane the fcriptu1·e i11 fLtpport of tl1e blaf phe1nous 1)0-

fitio11, Y'hat tl1e Lo1·d's da;', or S111zd{ry, 'l.Uas to be sa1zctiji1?d 110 

/o.~1ge1· tha1z tl111Ai11g the tzin~ of pr,blic wo1·ship ! ·rhe practice of 
111any foreign churcl1es, a11d of fo1ne at hon1e, is a mou1·nful 
e\·idence, tl1at they belie\~e fucJ1 impiOL1S dotl:rines, and aet 
upo11 fucl1 clangerous principle~. St1·icr attc11tion to the duties 
of tl1e Sabbath \Vas callecl P11ritaniJ·111 and ')1tdaz:t·111. Many 
things, do11btlefs, which belonge~ to the f ar1Cl:ificatio3 of tl1e 
Sabbath an1ong the lf1·aelites \.Vere ceremonial, and do not con .. 
cern 11s, · bt1t tl1e la\v never made any abatement as to the d11ra-

.tion of time to be tl111s <.levoted to God. It will not be poffible 
fo1· us to con11)1·ife \Vitl1in the limits we have prefcribed to our
fel\1es, the '''hole of the duties of tl1e Lo1·d's day; l\1e fl1all 
011ly, the1·efore, me11tion thofe tl1at feem n1oft important. 

It is of great i1nportance to be '' in tl1e fpirit on tl1e Lord's 
day,'' Rev. i. 10. TI1at tl1is paffage n1ay 1·efer to the f1)irit of 
propl1ecy, is not denied ; but tl1at it has no reipect to the gracio11s 
te1nper of Joh11's n1ind, feetns extremely abfurd to n1aintai11. 
It is more tl1an probable, tl1at the :ipoftle, in l1is folitude in 
Patn1os, \\•as deeply affected \Vith tl1e grace a11d love of his 
dear Lord, and that, efpecially on tl1e Lord's da.J·, lie was con
fiantly employee! in meditation about 11is deatl1 and refu1·rection. 
When his mind \Vas in fucl1 a frame, the Saviour ma11ifefied 
fortl1 his glory to hin1 i11 another way tl1an he clicl to tl1e world. 
It is impoffible to be believed, and impious tl1ough it were cre
dible, that a11y perfon can be p1·epa1·ed for, or delig11t in, the 
duties of t11e Sabbatl1, if he takes 110 11eed t_o the temper of 11is 
mind. As a Ip.an tl1inketh in 11is heart, fo is he. If he be ha
Litually car11al, the l1oly cxercifes of i·eligion will be a burden 
and a taf'n. to l1im, \VJJate\'er l1e pretend ; b11t if he be renewed in 
tl1e f1Jirit of his 1Dind, and de1·ive all his ftrength and encou1·age
iDent i11 dl1ty from his i·elatio11 to Gali as his God, he will watcl1 
0\1er l1is I1ea11 v.1ith j11cefiant folicitude, efpecially on the Lord's 
day. l',1editation t1pon Goe. in the mor11ing oftheSabbathisan ex
cellent iJ1·eparative for all the c111ties of the day ; thus the heart 

. is dif pofed to prayer, pri\\ate and fecret, and the lips a1·e tuned to 
praife ; tl1e attentio11 is 1·aifed to hear what God will fpeak by 
his fervants i11 public ; faith, and love, and all tl1e graces of 
the Spi1·it, are p11t i11 n1otion towards their bleifed object:. When 
the n1ind is intenfely fixed upon God, it will produce abftraa ... 
ednefs of tl101.1gl1t from eartl1ly thi11gs1 and t11e confequence will 
be., retirement and fccret clc,·otio11. The facred flame in the 
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A:ll go·od men 1ove tlle habitation of God's .l1oufe~ and tlie 
place where his honour dwclleth. When public or,dinances are 
difpenfed agreeably to the will of God, a11d wl1en they are at 
all acceffible, they will come over a thoufand obfiacles ta e~joy 
them. The beauty of the fcenery, the fertility and fec11r·ity of 
a cou11t1-y, is nothing to them, if they are denied accefs to God 
in the means of grace. Like the 211cient Rabbin, they value 
their houfes and poifeffions as t11ey are near t11e fynagogue; fee 
Pfa]ms xlii. lxiii. and lxxxiv. Thefe pfalms breathe a fpirit 
r.ommon to faints in every age. Their 1·eligion is not to be en
'J"ied. who ·can voluntarily abfent ·then1felves from the places of 
Jehovah ',s feet, nor ·wiili ·to draw waters from the wells of fal
vation, and to appear before God in Zion, The Son of God 
himfelf conftantly attended thofe .fynagogues, whe1:e Moses 'lVa& 

read and j>1·eached ~very Sabbath.day~ Luke, iv. 16. ACl:s, xv. 
2 1. ; and it has been :the cufiom of the cl1urch from the earlieft 
antiq11ity to a~emble in lier feveral congregations upon the fir.ft 
day of the week~ and ta reckon it a fpecial privilege and difti11-
guifl1ed hono11r to do fo. The fiates of Greece were all in 
commotion .every f~ur:th year., to meet their brethren on tl1e 
plains of Olympia:; ·11o·w much more fuould good men rejoice 
10 meet 011e anothe.r in the ordinances of God, to fee the go
ings of their God and King in the fanB:ua1·y.? The faints, there
fore, when aai11g .i·n ,charaCtc,r, are confcientious and pun8:11al 
in their attendance upon all .the woriliip and ordinances God 
hath appointed in his word. Bis autho1·ity delightfully con
:ftrains them, 11is loving-kindne·fs is .before .tl1eir eyes, and his 
prefence·is better than life. When he fays, Seel ye nry.face• 
their hearts reply, 1'hy face, Lortl, rz.vill we .ree' above all things. 
Their Joul.r pa1:t after God, as .the ht11·t pa1zteth tifter the ru.1ate1·
/Jrool.:s.. .on the Lord's day efpecially, the.Jr, witl1 as n1any of 
their children, .and fervants,. and vifitors, as can co11venientlJr 
attend, are early, or at leaft timely, in tl1e houfe of God. As 
it is a part of their religion, not to difiL1rb others \Vhen worlhip
J>ing God, f o .tl1ey reokon punCl uality in t11e outward decencie$ 
cf public w.orfuip very com1nendable in itfelf, and encouraging 
10 fello'\v-worfl1ippe1~s, and .to tl1e minifters of religion. How 
comely is it to fee a whole affembly ~vaiting, like Corneli11s 
and his friends for Peter, till their mi11ifter enter tl1e pulpit, and 
all ready, but thofe wl1om neceffity detains, to join with him in 
;praife and prayer ! To come into the church when fome of the 
·moft delightful parts of divine wor1hip, as praife and prayer,· 
are over, and always to do fo, argues little for men's piety or 
good fenfe. Saints, '\vhile waiting upo11 God in ordinances., 
.take heed wl1at and how they hear. It is pai11ful to tl1em, whe11 
the houfe of God becomes a dorn1itory, or place of fleep, to 
.tl1emfelves or otl1ers. If t11e ,,~ora of God b.e cnligl1tcning otij.· 

minds, 
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family and clofet t11rough the evening. Frequent and regul·ar 
inftrLtB:ion of the children and f e1·vants, and occafional vifitor.s 
in a fa1nilyj· by converfation about divine things, carechifing, 
reading, tlie fcriptures or other religious books, praifmg God, 
and p·rayer; are fuch effential branches of domeftic piety, tlmt 
no perfon of confcience or principle ca11 difpeilfe with them, or 
catelefsly perform· them. '' (.)ur cl1ildren ate thbfe young cap• 
tllins~'' as MelanB:hon faid to Luther; when be heard· boys re- . 
peat ·the orthodox catechifm, '' who are to· figh·t· t11e Lord's· 
battles when we are dead;'' and how can they be tt.ained,. if 
we negleB: their inftruB:ion ? And our fervants have precious. 
and immortal fouls, and we are anfwerable to G.od for our con
duB: towards them ; and. perhaps our. friends and. V.ifitot·S' may 
have occaiion to b1efs God through eternity for coming under· 
our roof. What time is fo fit for the bulk of Cl1riftians ·to at• 
tend to thefe important concerns as t11e e~1ening of the Lord's 
day ?. Then they are commonly fequeftered from the world ;. 
then the impreflions of divine things are moft liK.ely to be 
ftrongeft; and holy men,- whofe hearts have been war.med witl1-

· 1he love of Chrift throueh tb·e day, 'villi then to diffufe-a fi.
milar ·rpirit among their children and fervants~ How much· 
good might be ·done, by the divine bleffing, in a few hours, if 
beads of fa111ilies and· parents· lvere diligent, and· confcientious,. 
and faithful! Their houfes \Vonld be Bethels. and nurferies for 
fociety, and the church and 011r youth would efcape the pollu
tion that is. in tl1e world through luft. Then fociety would be 
ameliorated, iniquity would he ashamed,. and stop its· mouth. Then 
men would dwell fafely in the wildernefs,. and fleep in the 
woods. Men of talents and influence might alfo on Sabbath
evenings.f pare an hour or two in vifiting the fick, comfort·ing 
the dejeCl:ed; inftrufiing tJ1e ignorant of their neighbo11rs; in 
private families,, or Sabbat·h-fcbools, a·nd then return to their· 
families, and again commend them to God and the wo1·d of his. 
gtace, and in tl1eir clofet -conclude tl1e· work of the day, and . 
enjoy a divine r.eft in never being idle ! The tranfition front 
<>ne duty to another wo11ld be eafy and pleafant, for the whole 
would be a l~b~ur o~ love ! _ llappy days and bleffed nights). 
if we could; ·in fome fucl1 meafure fancftify the Sabbath..;day !1 

• • 
• • 

• 

• 

Sor.1E S1Ns Fo:R.n1nnEN. IN -r.rtE FouaTH CoMMAN»MEN1' • 
• 

• 

• • 
• • 
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The fourth comtizandmentfarhiddetL the omission or careless pc1·-
formance o · the t(uties req11ir.,ed,. i1ntl.profani1ig the ·day hy idleness.
or.doing t :Jat which ii in iiielf sz

0

11ft1I,. oi· liy utineces~ary · tho11ght1,. 
rwords, and worls, ahout worldlj · ciilploymenis a1id 1·cc1·eations. 

"sis alfo -a very happy and coinpJ~ehenfiV:e defcriptiori; artd· 
• . - if" 
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fee and do not improve them. There is fomewh:it peculiarly 
wicked in thai negleCI: of public worlhip which fo much pre
vails, and is hardly to be matched :in any country:· The Jews 
haften to ·their f ynagogues, Mahometans crowd to their raofques. 
and Pagans count the days till t11e return of their feftivals ! and 
yet Chriftian churches in many places are deferted and empty ! . 
·F amily-worihip is fadly negleCl:ed on the Lord's. day ; the. fcrip
tures are a {ealed book, and men are heedlefs of their own fal
ntion and that of others. The negea of family-religion is pe
·~uliarly inexcufeable on the Lord's day, efpecially to the la
bouring and lower claff'es in the community, who generally ha
ving ·the Sabbath to themfelves, might improve it as a golden 
opportunity to improve themfelvcs and their families in reli
gious inft1·uCl:ion. · Car11al thoughts, or tho11ghts about carnal 
things, are lawful on other days, but are finful and hurtf11l to 
the fouls of men on the Lord ?s day. The heft of n1en can11ot 
prevent the intrufion of vain thoughts, for it is a part of their 
f piritual warfif:re to i·~fift and overcome t11em, b11t they fhould 
not indulge theq1, nor do any thing to occafion them. They 
1hould r~fift their earliefl: operation, and cry out, I 11ate vain 
thoughts ; fo1· fin, when it is finifhed, bringeth forth death, and 
the 'eggs of the cock: .. trice, if not cruilied in the neft, will be
come fiery flying f crpents. If men allow their thoughts to roam 
at large, and he with the fools eyes at the end.r of tbe earth, with
out being grieved at their extravagance, or endeavouring to im
pofe a check upqn them, it is a melancholy f ymptom that their 
hearts are not right' with God, nor fou11d· in his ftatutes. If 
men drank deep into the love of the Saviour on the Sabbath, 
it would powerfully a11d qelightfully elevate the heart to things 
above, and bring ~hem into a difficulty mentioned by the ex
cellent Leigh~n, '~ When it takes fome time and great force to 
bring them t~ ·the level of ordinary things!'' 

Out of the aoundance of the 'heart the tnouth .fjieaketh. Tl1ey 
cannot long rnafntain a fpi1·itual converfation on any day, and 
far lefs on ~he Lord's day, at leaft confifiently to do it, who do 
not keep tl1eir hearts with all diligence: For tl1ey who ceafe 
to watch ov~r their· minds, will foori give over keeping the door 
if their lips.. · Ocer speech at all times should he seasoned with salt 
far the 11.re of edifying, but more particular]y on the Sabbath, 
w~ fhould be extremely ca1·eful left any word efcape us that is 
idle or finful. ~ice1·0, the great Roman 9rator, was wont to 
declare, That he could not endure to hear philofopl1ers talk 
about common things, · as about plougJ1s and cattle, ( Je ha'IJt et 
aratro ),· b11t about philofophy; and how undignified is it for 
Chriftians to talk about ordinary t11ings on the Sabbath-day ~ 
If an eftimate is formed of our religion from the con,~erfati.on 
~f the "'""! oµ t11is d~y, it will 11ardly be found that we 11of-:
\ · · · · · · f efs 
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1:0nverfatic;>n was not know11, ~nd was not to, be ~ndured ! 0 
>W,hen 'U!il~ l;.qd rt!Vi'lJe us agai~, qll(l re1lfl.1• our t!a)'s a.r of old.! 

The J.e,ws :were allowed by t}l~ l~w concerning their S•h
:bath .to :go :!l 'S~bbath-day's j~umey, ~hich pe~~aps w~. tb1; 
erdi~ary .di:O;a~.ce froll) the fyn~gogues w4ere ~h~y worlbipped, 
:;ind t~i~ beh~ved ;to .. be to fome Qf .tqem great~:r, and to o.ther~ 
lefs, .~11d even w~e~ performing works of me~cy and ch•rity. 
they ~ig~t exceed tl~<:fe limiis ,; but it doe~ qo~ ~P~!P' .froo) 
tqeir hi{lQry, thai ever they :Qegaq or purf\Jed ·a jQ~rney of 
,1Jufinefs, an4 pleafl1re on that 4;iy. One would thinlt th~t it 
~oul4 not be difficult to prov~, ·thtlt tQe law qf . GQd, in tho 
f9urth precept1 doth µot allow ce~tain k·inds of ~bufe ju(l tQ be! 
me.ntioned. S.~rolliqg .in the .fi~ld!:!, uµ~~r wha:t~ver pretence. 
~nd frequeµting public wal~s, on ;th~ L.!)rd'~ c:l~y, wh~n thefo 
ipterfere with, .and unfit for, the duties of .religion, Q.s they 
gener~lly do, mud be obvioµs l>reacbes of the I~w. In a fe~ 
quefl~rf!d pl~ce, an4 fometimes with a religiqus frien~, a w~lk 
on the Sabbath may be lawful, ·~nd 11- wol_"lt of neces~ity, but 
if it. tencl to give offence, if it witll.c}raws lhe ~ind frolll the im"' 
portant c:o~c:erns of eternity, if it hardepfi the wicke~ .it1 their 
crimes, it ilioald by all me~ns be avoiqe~. lhe (cenes Qf na~ 
tµre are iµviting:ir the healtl1 of th.e :body is ll:1P¢l_1.to b~ prized ; 
~ut the work of our f~lva:tion, ~.cl the duty w~ .QW~ ·to ,God. 

. and our f~~ilies on the Lo1·d~s ~a.y, fhoi:ild. predQIJlinate over 
•hefe.. 1\!oreover, if aµy_ wal~ of •tbi$ nat\lre Q.bftrua .any duty, 
~r poftpone it tili Uil ir1~proper tillle, or in4u~e u~ t~ tr~fle with 
jt, i~ is very dangerous· iQ its ·tendency;. ·'f r3velling .on the 
~abbath-day, boih .for bufinefs and ple~fQ;re, and upon impro~ 
per vifits, is now become fo common, th~t it ceafes to excite 
w~nder or abhorrence. The noife of chariots, the pranci~g of 
horfe~, the buftle of people on foot, are every where_. TJ1e 
rich, the fafhionable, and the gay, fally forth from our cities 
and towns on the Sabbath, as if. the plague were raging in tl1e 
place, and as if they fled from tlle devaft;,ttion,s of an earthquake~ 
The upper ranks of fo.ciety are ext~emely culp~ble in this re
f pea, and their co~dqCl: ~efleCl:s infinite difgrace upon 'their 
Jank, and· tarnillies their honour. If tl1ey be magiftrates, en
trufted with the executio11 of the law, they weaken the force 
()fit by their ~xample; they ~ho11ld he a terr.or to ev.il-doer.r, and 
o praise to thcNl that do w~ll. Their laws and proclamations in 
favour of the obfervance of the Sabbath, will not be efficient. 
if they themfelves are breakers of tl1e divine law, and of their 
own. If they are noblemen and gentlemen, though not in any 
office, their example may be fuppofed to produce much good, 
c.r much evil. Wl1en their fervants, dependants, or· fervile 
imitatQrs, fee the1n p~y no regard to the Lord's day, 'they un
ll~ppily imbibe the fame fpirit1 a11d walk in the fame path~ 
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bread of life among t11e people, but many 0£ thei~ flo~k.s are ~ot 
prcfent to rec.eive it; t11ey are. at home unneceifal'.ily, .or at a 
diftance~ and their fouls are fuffcring hunger. 'Thus alfo. ap .. 
pointn1ents, ~nd bargains, a~d · projefled journies, are i11direC\:ly 
made, '\vhich are .not 011ly -~J.)la\vful before men, but whicl1 
~end to br~ng down the judge~ents of God upon their comforts 
~~d prof peCl:s, arid oc·c on fadnefs and farrow to all good men. 
The driving of cattle· .. : markets at a diftance on the Lord'ii 
d~y, the travelling of ·polls, and fetting fail of :fhips in or
dinary cafes, a11d the ti·avelling of waggons, are public evils 
and nuifances that refled: dillionour on Chriftianity, and on 
every Chriftian country where they exift.. It may indeed hap
pen, that cattle may be detained by bad weather, or at ferries 
to long, that it becomes a \\'ork of 11eceffity to drive them on 
Sabbath, that they may be forward in time to the market. 
But t11efe cafes feldom occu1·, and the e\'il might be reqiedied 
by care and forefight, or by the interference of inagiftrate'S, and 
minifters, · and the·· execution of the law t1pon offenders_. The 
law concerning the Sabbath is a part of the law of the land; 
ru1d furely Chriftian magiftrates ought to put it in execution, if 
lhey tender the glory of. God, or the welfare of fociety and of 
t~e church ; thry should not hold the sword i11 'Vain, hut J"udge for 
God, who is with them .·,, tb~ J0Udge1ntnt. Good la\VS iliould never 
be flacked, (Hab. i. 4.), for, bad as the world is, it would be 
infinitely worfe, if men were not restrained by the fear of falu
tary la\vs, and the w1·ath of fociety; and all the evils mentione~ 
might be in a great meaf ure ren1oved or prevented, if ~agif.
trates did 'their duty. ~' If any man,'' fays ~ p!ous writer, 
'' hath prevented but one fin in the courfe of his life, he hath 
not lived in vain ! '' It has been often afferted, and there is 
every ~~afon to believe the atfertion is founded in truth, That 
111any profe,ifed Chriftians devote the greater part of the Sab
bath to· the a1rangement of their fecular atFairs; they retire in• · 
deed from the world and ·their families, but it is not to hold 
fellowlhip \vith God, or converfe \vith the world unfeen, b11t 
to \Vind up their concerns, count their pelf, and a~fwer their 
corref pond en ts ! Dreadful abuf e of holy times ! We have rea• 
f on· to ht!lng our heads, and bluili for the Chriflian name~ when 
w.~ .hear ,of ruch daring impiety. It is long fine~ the. Spirit 0£ 
God bath pourtra yed their chara.C\er in tbefe words, in a book 
in·whi~~ a~ ht1man charaaers are exactly delineated, There u 
(l,O foar Of: _,l;od hif ore their e e1, and ilietr 1in will find them out,· 
a,s,,the Lord li'IJ.~th, a11d a1 t _eir sou.I /ivet'b ! Though tbe!e per• 

tP.Jt by employing tJle1r fervants and clerks in arranging their 
?.fiairs, · \vhile they have it in. their power to preve.nt it, they, 
J;,eco;nr.·doubly cri111inal before God; for they have not exerted. 
r : . ·. ,: . tliett 
' - l . .. . • ' 





ao 

{perity of their country "vill alfo be promote·d by t11eir ende-a. 
vours to fanaify the Sabbath. See Jer. xvii. 21. 27. An 
awfL1l admonition to countries and individuals till tI1e termi~ 
nation of the lvorld ! But if l\'e are conformed to t11e \vorld, 
we muft perilh \l\'ith the l\'orld ; if \Ve partake of nationa·l fins, 
how lhall \Ve efcape national plagues? If we wl10 profefs to 
do more than othe1·s, e11courage the profane to ''iolate tl1e 
Lord's day by our loofe and difo1·derly behaviour, there is every 
reafon ·to fear, that, in the \\•reek of nations, a11d wl1en divine 
judgements are in the earth, l\'e may be the :fi1·fl: viB:ims of tl1eir 
ft1ry, and fall undiftinguifi1ed and forgotten. See Amos, vi. 
?· 9·. 
· . Confider alfo, my friends, t11at the Sabbatl1 is a great ·bleffing 
to the world ; a day of reft to the bodies and fouls of men ; 
to the brute creation employed in your fervice; the day which, 
by way of eminence,, God hath n'(1de, hlcssed, and ballowed, for 
the mofl beneficent pu1·pofes ; a day on wl1ich the glo1·y of Je
hovah fhineth in the chutch in all the means of grace, in the 
face of our Emanuel by the grace of the Holy Ghofi. On the 
Lord's day, how many g.racious vifits hath God paid to the fouls 
of men ! Heaven hath defcended to earth, and earth been ele\•a
ted to heaven !' So11ls, once dead in trespasses a11d Jins, havt heen 
IJUicllencd, /Jr,ought from the pit of corruption, and exalted i11 the 
righteous11ess ef Christ,; the at~m of the Lo1·ti. batb !Jtttz made hare in. 
the iight of all nations; and many trophies ereaed to the praife 
of divine love and power. The moft fweet fellowfhip hath 
obtained on tne Sabbath between God and his people, and the 
livelieft anticipatioo of heaven been enjoyed. How many minds 
have been enlightened, wills fubdued, hearts comforted, fin
ners converted from the error of their ways, and faved in the 
Lord with an everlafting falvation, on this bletfed day ! 7"he 
word of the lord hath run and heen glorified, and Satan and his 
auxiliaries been overcome, and put to filence. Is not this a 
privilege to men, and not a penance? Is not this a feftival to 
tlie fot1l, and honouring te the Son of God ? When his table 
is covered, hi"s fat things and wine1 on the lees are exhibited, his 
maidens sent forth, his kind l1eart opened, his liberal hand 
ft1·etched forth with all the bleffings of falvation, and his ene- · 
mies invited to receive freely.,· then he sits at his ow1' talit"e, 
and the spiAenard of his church gitJeth the s'!'ell thereof, the gospel
tru1npet is h/ow1,, the still small 'lloice of tl,e gospel is hea1·d, tl1e 
high praifes of the Saviour are founded from t11oufands' of af• 
(emblies of faints, and earth becon1es an emblem of heaven ;
thefe, and other things innun1erablc, confpire to i·ecommend tl1e 
keeping of this day 11oly to the Lord ; and furel y they ~re on .. 
grateful to God for the hopes of tl1e gofpel, ·for what alleviate! 
aiHiaion, f\veetcns the cares of life, diffufes a bleffing tl1rol1gh 
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·future and more gloriot1s days ot" tl1e ch11rch wl1ich we are 
taug.ht to expeCt, the Sabbath will be l1ighly venerateli and re
f pected all over the C h1·i£lian "'orld ; and fho11ld we not do 
eve1-y thing ,in our power to int1·oduce that glo1·ious rera, and 
pave a .\\1ay for our God? If religion fuall ever he ·reyived, it 
will be by the divi11e blemng upo11 the ufe of means; ·and a 
due obfervation .of the Sabbath "vill be at1 infallible concon1itant 
of fuch a revival. The flame is comn11111icaterl fron1 one to an
other, till a little one beconle a tl.Jo11sa11tl, a1zd a s111t1ll fJtle tl .rt1·ong 
t1atio11; a11d then the earth may bring .fo1·th z"rz 011c dtzy, a1rd a 
natz"o11 he '101·n at once! A11d you may have co11t1·ibt1ted remote
ly, by you1· e:<Lample and praye1·s, t0\\1ards this afioniihing 
event. The.Lord l1aften it it1 11is ti1ne, a?1d the Lorcl blefs yo0: 
in the ufe of mea!1\ to bring it to pa(s ! 

Ye magifirates and men of influence, hear the \Vord of ex
hortatio11. Goel, the Gove1·no1· an·1011g tl1e 11ations, 11atl1 given 
you power, and raifed yo1.t in his providence to your exalted 
ftations. Si·1·ve tl1e Lo1·r/ with .fi·at·, a11d re.;·ol"ce with t1·e11thli11g. 
Kiss the Son f!f Go.1.. 1·c':le;·,'tlle his Sabbcttl1s anti. his Jt1nct11a17. 

His rz.vor~ z"s bo;zo1t1·(1blc a1!d gio1·ioas. 'l"be11t tbt<t ho1.zo1t1· hi11t he 
-will honour ; b11t f,~f)' th(1t despise hi"z sh(1/I he lt:f[btly estee111cd. 
Ye muft e11e da__y die like t!Jfn, t1nd fi:il as one of the p1·ince.r, and 
ft:and before the tribunal of the Ktizg of ki11g.r, c1ntl Lo1·d of lords • 
. Venerate, therefo1·e, divine inft·itutions, a11ci pt1t in t'orce fall1tary 
lal-vs,' and J.>refe1· tl1e l1onour of· Goel to }•clur ow11 interefi:, and 
eafe, and 1·ep11tatio11. T11e Sabbath is the day of Goli, and 
ought not to be a.lienated by any'" 11ia11, or to any purpofe be
ndes its origi11al defigr1 ; a11cl 31 ot1j· l1i!;l1 Patio11, a11d holy ex
ample On tl1e ~Ord'S day, Will lC!ld :1·:~6·f1tily tO 1·Llpport its Cfedit, 
and dete1· your iriferiors from p1·0;·~1f1ir1~ ir, ~s they generally do. 
But if -y-ou "'·i11l~ at tl1is fin, 01· be f0.1:en:oit i11 the commiffion of 

•• 
it,, you1· fin '~ill fi11d you out; <lnti ~:·:11en you1· f1Jirits are about 
to app~ar und~r ·the g1orio11c; eye of Cl1rifl:, the abufe of your 
power '\vill fling yo11 as a fcr1)e11t, a71d bi1e as a!1 adder. 'l,he 
minifiers of 1·eligio11 fl1011lcl 01· all men be moft exe111plary and 
circumf pect on the Sabbath-day ; the e3res of t11e cl1u1·ch and · 
of the '''orld are direCl:ed to them; and if t11ey act unworthy of 
~heir office and cha1·atl:er, how great cliihono11r is refleB:ed upon 
·their ~'.Iafter, and how pernicious is their exa1nple ! 1'11e elo
·que11ce of their tongues in the pulpit ':Vill 11ot fc1·een them fron1 
deferved conte~pt, if they have a loofe and i1nhallowed conver
f ation on the Sabbath. They cannot exhort nor rebuke with all 
authoritv, if they a1·e not \vhat they wifu otl1er men to he. If 
they vifit, and goffip, and 'feaft on the Lord's day, what can 
their exhortations to the' . contrary avail ? 'l"he apofile Paul 
exho1·ted the Philippians in a manner whicl1 thefe clergymen 
now mentioned cannot do : Those th1lzg1 which ye ha'IJe hath 
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No. I. 
-

Extract fi·om B~shop Porte11s's Pasto1·,1! Letter to his 
• 

AFTER ftating many abufes of tl1e Sabbath t11at take iilac~, 
efpecially in London, and the neceffity of t11e clergy's atlivity 
in profecuting offende1·s, t.he good Bifhop adds, '' But if ilill 
higher autho1·ity be found neceffary, applicatio11 mufi be made 
to the n1agifirates of the dift1·ia in which your pari~ is fituated, 
for their concurrence and fupport. Our anceftors, as you well 
kno\v, with no lefs wifdo1n than piety, 111ade tl1e religious ob
fervance ot· the Lorcl's day a part of the law of t11e land, and 
have pr-oteB:e<l it by "·arious ftatutcs, which ftriCl:ly prohibit, 
under certai11 pe11alties, ·tl1e e!Kercife of all wo1·ldly callings and 
occupations on t11at day, the works of neceffity and charity oniy 
excepted. Anci there are many excellen~ magiftrate-s, both i11 
this metropolis, and in fcveral other parts of ·this diocefe, wl10 
will, I know, 011 your fuggefiion, be perfealy ready to e11force 
t11e execution of thefe laws, and exe1·t t11emfelves with z.eal and 
fpirit in .the fupp1·effion of thofe enormities whicl1 ha,•e beetl 
pointed out. You will, I am fure, agree with me in thi11king. 
that if thefe and fimilar profanations of the Chrifl:ian Sabbatli 
are f uffe1·ed by magifirates, clergy, and the people, ,to gai11 
gro11nd, ·and fpread without co11troul, they wi11 quic.l;.ly .~ .. o!~n
tera8: all the beneficial purpofes of that divine iriftitution, a11d 
produce a mod dreadful effect on t11e manners and pri11ciplcs 

. of tl1e whole country. One of the firft fteps taken by a neigh
bouring nation to\vards the ove1·throw of the Cl1riftian i·eligion~ 
was the abolition of t11e Lo1·d's day. What a banef11l it1iluence 
that meafure had on the religion at1d the morals of that people, 
we all know too well. If, tl1en, we would avoid thefe fatal 
confequences, \Ve mufl take a direfll}· oppofite courfe; we mufi 
guard, witl1 tl1e 11tmoft care, tl1e purity and decorum of that 
holy day. It is our in4!fpenfable duty to refift with vigou1· 
every inf ult that .is ofFered:to God and reJigio11, and to protea 
that day which is appropriat~d to his fcrJJicc., and wl1ich l1e 
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the good of" tl1eir fcllow-c1·eatu1·cs, in co1llidering l1ow tl1ey 
nlay promote botl1 tlie ten1po1·al a11d fpiritt1al be11efit of their 
friends and acquaintance? 01· if tlieirs be a la1·ge1· fphere, 
in dcvifing meaft11·es whe1·cby, tl11·011gl1 tl1e divine blcfii11g, 
t11ey n1ay become the honot1recl i11fi1·11n1e11ts of tl1e .mo1·e ex
tended difft1fio11 of religious .trt1tl1 ? In the l1ours of domeftic 
01· focial i11te1·cot11·fe, cloes their con\1erfation 1nanifeft tl1e fub
jeB: at· w11icl1 tl1cir 11ea1·ts are full? Do their language and 
demeanot11· fhew t11er11 to he mo1·e tha11 commo11ly gentle, 
a11cl ki11d, a11d frie11tll ). , f1·ee f1·01T1 rough and irritating 
p:i111011s ? 

'"" SL1rcl jr an entire day ihot11c1 110.t fecm 1011g an1ong thefe 
''arious e1nployments. It might \vel·l be deemed a pr;v.lege 
t11t1~. to f1>e11d it in tl1e more im111r;cliate prefe11ce of our hea
''enly Fatl1e1·, in the ex~1·ciies of l1u1nble adn1iration and 

~ 

g1·ateful ·I101nage; of the be:1(::vole11t and domeftic focial feel-
i11;;s, a11d ot· a11 t11e b<.!fl aifeCl:ions of our nature, prompted 
I)): tl1eir true 1i1oti,res, conve1·fant about their pro1)er objeCls, 
and direCl:ed to tl1ei1· nobleft e11d ; all forrows n1itigated, all 
cares ft1fpended, all fears repreffcd, every angry e1notion 
fofte11ed, e'"'ery envious, or reve·ngeful, or malignant paffion 
expelled ; and the bof om thus quieted, purified, enlarged, en
nobled, partaking almoft of a meafure of the heavenly h~p
pinefs, .and become, t"or a while, the feat of love, and joy, 
arid conficlence, and ha1·mony. '' 

• 

• 

• 

No. III. • 

• 

Ext1·act.r fi·o111 n celebrated Pocnl e1ztitled, Y'H.E SABBATH, 1i1. 
wliicb t.i:J,: 1·eader will find 'Vc17.11zany poetict1l beauties • 

'' BuT c11;rf1.)~ man ti1e clay of reft enjoys: 
Hai.l, Sabbath ! tl1c·c 1· l1ail, the poor man's day; 
On other days, tric lDa!\ cf toil is doom'd 
To eat l1is j~;?lefs 'bread, lonely, tl1e ground 
.Botl1 fe:;i.t and board,· fcreen'd from the winter's cold 
And fumn1er's heat, by neigl1bouring hedge or tree; 
Bu.t on this clay, cmbofom'(l in l1is home, 
f.tc fh ::i.rC's t1ie f rup·2l 1neal with thofe he loves, 

<:> 

'V'itl-t tJ1ofe J1c 1ovr:s he !hares the heart-felt ji;>y 
Of eiving tha11k.~ to God; not t11anl~s of form, 
A \"1ord anc1. 2. g1·i1r1::.ce, but reverently, · 
Wit11 cove1·'d. face, and np\va1·d earneft eye.'' 

•• 

' ' Tl1e pale rnechani~~'.p(>w has leave to breatl)f
He l1opesj ;'"et fears1iprest1n1ptio11 i11 tl1c l1ope, 
To rcacl1 tl1c);;(• l··::~i1rns VJhcr(! Sabbatl1 ne'.'c1· ends.'' 

''But 
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