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LETT ER to M. 70/7}1 Wil-
lifon.

Sin,

WAT no way futprifes me, that when
~aol the ‘Cry of zbe Danger of the
w Lt Church is popular, you thould ap-
IPB] pear as the Author of a Sermon or
G Pamphlet bearing that Title; but I
mfels [ cannot fo -eafily underftand how you
mgine that your Church is in Danger from
 Self, which you fay, is lately rifen among us,
o decry the Knowledge of Human Arts and
iences, and of the Languages, as unneceffary
r Gofpel Miniflers, and therefore make Choice
filliterate Men for that Offese.

This Complaint of illiterate Minifters would
e come more f{eafonably to your Church,
fen they depos’d Mafters Coloél and Ramfay,
 licenced fobn Gillone, than at this Day
hen your Seét is every where complaining of
t Church’s Danger from Men, in Refpeét of
o you your felves are illiterate Men.
ur Fathers, -the Covenanters that“abjured In-
‘Pcndency, dcpos’d two able Minifters and
Weding peaceable Members of Society, and
s A 2 *’fc‘t‘
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fet up an illiterate Manto preach the Gofpe
but tEc Men of Létters, of whom you fiid
fear, have only declar’d 2 few tqi:!ﬁleht'%‘ié
bers of their Society, to be none of that So;
ty of which they pretended ta be a copfidersb
Part; while they would not walk orderly in
And you cannot charge thefe Men of Ly
with the Crime of palming illiterate Men up
you. D
d The Set, that makes Choice of illiten
Men for Minifters, is none of your Socic
their Migifters are not, pretend not to-be, I

nifters of your Charch, and they imipofe th
- Miniftey upon none, Itcdnrot be egfil§ bell
ed, that you are {eeking to promote the Welf
of that Se&t; in the Warning you give a{ '
Bahger of illiterite. Minifters; ahid &

ean it be perceived, what is the Danger

your Church from fuch infignificant ufeléls

fons ay you reprefent them to be. What h

"you to fear from fuch Men as hive neithier
ot Power to handle againft aﬂ,.A’_'dV!!@%‘yl
only Weapon they pretend ro afe?. Ur )]

Church in Danger from the Weaknefs of

‘Adverfaties 7 Yer if; whils yoy are giving v
ing of your Church’s D;:uigerhygrt.;‘gtl‘(‘:_=|?~JI

goud as to point outto that Seét its Danget
‘wife 5 that Se is certainly dbliged toyot
After-all, who knows but perhaps you it
fecret Fear, that thro’ thefe iiinerate M
flers yonr Craft may It $n- Danger of

fet at nought 5 and; while yoy are fax belo
‘pij‘cvailing Pérry in the Kh‘owleﬂgg?f Let
and . {eck to excel 1o populdr. ?fl'e&CI{‘!‘EL.
ey lomeway rival yéu in that a0l
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piople thiat know fot Létters; oA whe you
wte the geeateft Influence 2 Xet [ am of Opi-
in you need have no great feidr on this Head s
vhen | confider ‘the Subje& of their Préaching,
N Cimgdlot of Rewvehs, the Kingdom shups
s gf this World, which can never take with
he Maltitude, a8 does tlie Preaching of Your
wienarited Keingdom 3 and when I think oh
e Stricnefs of their Difcipline, to which yoat
Pillowers, that can be cfteemed good Chrifti-
s at an eafler Rate, will nat edfily fubmit 3
tipeciglly when they - muft lofe all theit E-
feem adiong you as Chriftians, aiid become thé
Dbjects of univetfal Conteript the Momeéit
hey {ubmit té it. _
- Perhapé yoir have a Sufpicion, that 44 i
imetimes happens to the beft Fencers in Dir
dling, eveti fo it may pofiibly fare with you i
| Confli with thefe fame illiterate NEh: A
iterate Friend of yours, for fo we muft eall you;
hde a {cornful Attdck, not long 486, updi
tme of thefe Minifters, and all the Authbrity
be could difplay, all the Grimace he wad
Mifter of, was not fufficientto bear thémi dowr 3
mpudent Fellows that they were! They harid:
led their Weapon in Defence, till he thoupht
I had enough of it, if he  be capable of-{uchi &
Thought, Butyou are 4 little wifer :  Yous
Fay, as fat as it is above Board, I to fliow iit
br concéo ad elerum, That the Chutch is i
dinger from a Set of Men, to whom it 1§ a §geat
ols they want Letters. ) '-
lthad been ftill 2 Queftion with mé if you
lecd apprehended any Danger to your Ch urch
ny thefe Men, if your Infinuatien of 2 Com-
parifon




parifon to Fulian, that infamous Apoftately
not betrayed your nward Fear or Inclinae
to fill others with the greateft Fear of Dang
from that Airth ; that all, whom your Cop
fon may touch, inay be abhorred as Hateis §
Zzion, and thar none, who would be reck
ned Lovers of Zzon, may join Iffue with o
whom you have been able to clafs wi
that infamous Apoftate, That this good B
may be reached, you rake care to make th
Fulzan no better than he was. You fay, t
Devil leara’d Fulian to take away the M
tenance of Minifters, and put down the
Schools of Learning ; that he was guiltyof ol
bing of Minifters and Schools of Learning
their Maintenance and Revenues 5 and hereup
you zgree with the Obferve of your Fathersat
Predeceflors, that he did more Mifchief to d
Church and her Miniftersthan the bloody i
clefian 5 and you give thisReafon for it, That he
by he hindred a Succeffion of able Minifters
the Church, while, when Dioclefian took m
emincat Mzn away, there fill ~arofe othe
in their flead. The Inference muft be, t
the Church is in greater Danger from the 5
that you' reprefent as joining Ifue with th
ulian, than from the moft bloady Perfecuto
his ancient Obferve, and the Realon y
bring to fupport it, comes very natively fro
Clergymen ; but you muft excule People o s
other Charaéter, if they cannot perceive t
Juftnels of ir. For they cannot tbink,'thattﬁ)
Church and her Minifters enjoy’d zoy of the
Things by Dioclefian, whereof you .3y ea

robbed them ; and if the taking away the Ma'f-‘
- tenan
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ance that they .had mot under Dioclefins,
ired & Succeffion of able Minifters in the.
meof Fulzan, which the taking away of
it Lives alfo could not hirder in the Time
Dioclefian 5 it muft be'infer’d, that thefe who -
ed the Office of cheMiniftry in Fuliai’sTime-
e Men of a very different Sort from thefe
it defired it in the Time of Dioclefian. It
ybe a Queftion, if Fvlian deprived the
rftian Miniftry of any Thing the Gofpel
ie them ; and it has been alfo obferved, that
pflantine did more Harm to ihe Church
n Fulian and Dioclefian were capable to do
their different Ways of Oppofition to it:
i that which ambitious covetous Miniflers
kon to be their Intereft, 1s not the Inrereft
the Profeflion of the Name of Chrift. It is.
ain, no true Clergyman will join Iffue fo
with Fulzan, as to declare thefe Things un-
eflary for them, of which he deprived thems
tno Lover of Zzon or the true Church, if not
fed by the Clergy, can be offended, that their
wetoulnefs. and  Ambition is not gratified.
it Sort  of Men applaud Conftantine, whofe
nl Charaéler is as difagreeable to the Rules
he Gofpel as Fulian’s; and Fovian, a de-
ub’d Man, but a firm Friend to that Soit
Chriftianity and Chriftian Miniftry that was
tofe Days, is ‘as faimous among you as “fu-
% 15 Infamous, T -
Becaufe itmay tend to your Infiruéion, I fhalk
kethe Trouble ‘to tranfcribe a Paffage concern-
} Julian from an Author, for whom I own
have 8 great Regard : Becaufe I think he
 employ’d his Letters to better Purpofe a-

gainft
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ge.m& Inﬁ&chty, and lefls to the Prejudlc -.- 
Chnﬁmmt‘, than any Wiriter I l‘&Yc feen
this Ave ; but he is no Clergyman, . The 2o}
fggc 1s as follows.

—~ WhenEmperors were once become Chi§
¢ t1dns, thellergy received fuch Power and othd
v,rondly Comfott from their Authomy, the
tﬂey could not think of living without, ¢
‘ theref.re loft il Patience when f}ﬂlz:m
“advenced to the Empire They did and f
3garnﬂ' h::'n every Thing that Rage and Had
* could infpire, and fix’d ypon him the Simag
“of Apcltate, to render him odious, whichh}

‘ feck b) him to this Day. :7z¢lm?z had beg
dx&\.r,..,mly educated 25 well at Pagan 05 |
“Chriftizn Univerfitics, and at one Time |
‘had Heathens, and at another Chrittig
“for his Tutors: Butl never faw it pmvdt
) be adner’d to Chriftianity, at 2 Time hemi
“with Safetv have refufed it. It muft be confel

“ thar e foon as he was Mafter of his Cheit
“he ma“e the worlt, and unfortunately embrg
zganiim, becaufe it was the Religion of

¢ Ancellors. |

‘Bur'let him be called Heathen o A 0{}11
‘ *or what the Clero ay pleafes, to judge of him !
_part 1!y from Pxﬂo*y, we muft own, that{
 was e virruous and gallant Prince, cnduec{ Wl
‘ Wit and Humanity, and more uteadmtrﬂ
_ Micderaticn than any of his Chriftian Predﬂg
{ors. in his Letters he appears to have beens
" (herto his Pceple, and one of them ] will t 1
.-, Leavu to infert Lere which will make us p

v wellac .,..nted with the tolerat!ngTle
th at Prm...c, and 1t the fame Time pont

{

|

r-h'-'ll
o ‘1
"1 ':D

| S
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o real Caufe of the Clergy's Animofities

Tulian 7o the Boftrens.

lnld have thought, indeed, that the Galile-
n Leaders would: bave eftcem’d themfelves
s indebred to me than to bem, who preceed-
e i1 the Admenzftratzon of the Empire:
s in bis Liise many of them [uffered Exile,
bicurion and Imprifoument, Multitudes of -
pawhom 212 therr Religion they term Here-.
b, cwere put to the Sword; infomuch, thas
| samofata, Cyzicum, Paphlagonia, Bythi-
by Galatia, and maty orher Countries; awlole
kins awere  levelled with the Earth. The juft
berfe of this has been obferved in my Time.
i Eviles bave been recalled, and the Pro-
iled reftored ro the lawful Poffeffrons of thérr
ites: But to that Height of Fury and Deftrac
W arethiv s eople arreved, that bezing no loiger
wed the Pravilege to tyirannize over one a-
her, ur perfecure either thecr own Seftarzes,
Ve Religions of the lawtul Church, they
E wirh Rage, and lcave wo Stone untitin-
10 Opportuuity unimployed, of raifing Lu-
V2 and Sedition. 8o lzttle Regard hBave they
 irue Piesy, [0 little Obed:ence toony Laws
Y Conftirutions 5 howéver bumane and tole-
Ring, For (3210 do e determzie and  (leadsly
Mle uever 1o (uffer one of them involumtardly
e drawn unte ony Altars.™* As jor rhe
y¢ People indeed, they afpear driven 19
| B thefe
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thefe Riots and Seditions by thefe a
them whom they call Clericks ; who- are
enrag'd to find themfelves reftrain'din th
of their former Power and intemperate
¥¥* 1hey can no longer alt rhe Magifirat,
civil Fudge, nor affume Authority to m
- Beople’s Wills, fupplant Relations, pofefs ¢
felves of other Men's Patrimonzes, by [pei
Pretences, transfer all into their own Poff
For this Reafon 1have thorght fit, Iyt
Publick Edic, to forewarn the Peoplc of 1
Sorty that they raife no more Commorions,
gather in a riotous Manner about their |
120u5 Clericky, én Defiance of the Magifr
who has been infulted, and in Danger of)
- foon’d by thefe incited Rabbles. In their Cin
£at20n5 they may notwithftanding affemble a5t
Pleafe, and crowd about their Leaders perfi
eng Worfbip, receivig Doltrine, and proj
according as they are by them taught and
sulted 5 bur if with any Tendency to Sehi
let them Dbeware, bow they bearken of |
Afent, and remember *tis at their Peti
by thefe Meansthey are fecretly wrongh
to Mutiny and Infurreltion. *** Live ther
in Peace and Quietnefs! Neither [pitefuly
pofing or énjurioufly treating one another.:
mefguided People of the newy Way, bewar
your Side! And you of the ancient eftabli
Church, énjure not your Neighbours and Ft
citizens, who are enthufiaftically ld ¢
-in Ignorance andMiftake, rather than witl
fign or Malice! *Tis by Difcourle and Re!
not by Blows, Infults, o7 Violence, 7hat

. ‘ »
are 10 be informedy'of Truth, and carwzrfﬂm
! , r




N\

( 11 )
wir. Again therefore, and g uin, 1 enjois
i charge the zealous Followers of the true
ligion, noways 10 injure, moleft or affrons the
lilean People. ‘ -

‘Thefe were the Sentiments of this Emperor,
shom the Clergy make fuch a Mondter, and
sholeveryClemency they make aHandle of, for
Sander ; Complaining, that by his Mildnefs
nd unlimited Toleration, he had done more
fejudice to the Church than others with Per-
kcution. He was a 'politick Prince, yet the
Clergy proved too hard for him, and nevet
cafed plotting againft him, til at la#, to the
sreat Joy of the Orthodox, he was afl':ffinated
by one of his own Chriftian Soldiers.
Thus far my Author. And ashis Story tells,
fthe Devil was teaching Fulzan this Method
ith the Chriftians of thofe Days, you may fee
¢ was not his only Scholar atthat Time: For,
cording ta the Scripture-accountof the Devil’s
«aching and Influence, the Heathens, whom
fuian was reftraining from injuring, molefting
rsffronting the Chriftians, and not ' they only
ut the Chriftian Clergy, efpecially, {eem to
jave been very. good Proficients at his School,
r the Time }hey had been at it, and Fwlsar
lid not think they deferved to be fo treated by
their fellow Difciples of another Clafs, The
Myftery of Iniquity began to work, even a-
nong the illiterate Men that were fet apart to
e Office of the Miniftry, in the Days of the
Apoftles; but when -they got thefe Things
tom Conflantine, that Fulian tovk from them,
ot fee how they behaved. - |
.' Bay - Your
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Your Warnigg-of the Danger of 4n illig
Miniftry beging with an Advice ta yout B
thren, to be as the well furnifhed Scribs, &
bringeth forth out of his Treafure Things w
and old. Where you point to ous Lord's fy
ing to bis Difciples, a}:er h¢ had been ipfir

ing them in the Nature of the Kingdoy
Heaven by Parables, and enquiring if they y
derftood them Mar. xiii. 51, 52.Whent)
anfwered that they did, he faye to them, Th
fore every Scribe, which is inflrutted ynjpo )
‘Kingdom of Heagyen, is like utito 4 Mai i
es an Houfbolder, which bringeth forth ot
bis Treafure Things new and old. Yoy gi
us fome Explication of this Text, fo far as yo

quote it 5 the Scribes-Treafure you fay, is

Stock of neceflary and ufeful Knowledge, outc
which Variety of Provifion may be brought
theEntertainment of Peoples Souls : Z4e Pritf
Lips fbould preferve Knowledge. But this E
plication is more genetal, and lefs clear thanth
Text it felf, as it ftands in Connexion with.th
Context : The Text fays, Zhevefore everySeril
awhick is infiracted (or taught) anro the Ky
dom of Heaven. And you alfo go about to e
" large the Text of the Q/d Teftament that yo

cite in Confirmation of your Glofs, by forbes
ing to mention the latter Part of it, which, a5t
{tands in that Context, Malachz ii. Chap.wou
have told what Knowledge it is that the Praefi
Lips fbould preferve. 1€by the Law thereyo
will not underftand only zbe Law of Truth
the Law of the Lord ; but will extend it 8
fignify the Law of the Roman Empire, ud
the- municipal Laws of the Nations, then Y‘l’]‘:
, ! - ougi;
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bt to have given that Law a place among
e Sciences, your Hand-maide to Scripture -
owledge :  And I'am fure 1t deferved g
lice 1a your Catalogue as well as any of them,
ext, for an Explication of Things New and
i3, you have a Variety of Provifion for the En,
ninment of Peoples Souls, which Variety you
ifribute under two Heads. 1. Their "Souls
it be entertained with Scripture-knowledge,
¢ Knowledge of God, his Perfetions, ggl_eig
fyftery of the Trinity and of Jefus Chrit our
rety and Sacrifice. Here you are a little more
ticular, but take care never to mention 25e
ugdom of Heaven, of which the Text fpeaks.
Tae Peoples Souls muft be entertained with
s Knowledge of humane Arts and Sciences,
lofthe Languages, efpecially thefe in which
: Bible was firft written. And here again
1are more copious than on the firft Head ;
shave a great Variety here of Provifion for.
Entertainment of Peoples Souls ; Hiftory,
lofophy, Mathematicks, Geography, Aflro-
iy and Polemick Divinity. And thus we
e your Senfe of the Things New and Old,
ch ferves to fhew that illiterate Men can-
be the Scribes, of whom the Lord there
ks, But after all you have faid, the illite-
tmay find you very lame, both in quot:
d explaining the Words of this Text,
Lthat you have wrefted this Scripture in
\¢ manner as to bring a Sort of Scrzbes out
that was never in it. The Scrile, of whom
Text {peaks, is & Sgyibe -iufbruled in or
\ibe Kingdom of Heaven 3 but this is not
T -oonce
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once mentioned in the 'nftrution of your §mi)
The Things New and Ol that the Text {puk
of, are the Things of the Kingdont of Heayin
which Jegan 1o be fpoken by the Lord binf
and were preached by his Apoftles to the Ny
tions, and committed to writing in'the Booksc
the New Teftament. Thefe were the Sril
whom Chrift told the Femws he would fong
zhem, Mat. xxii1. 34, 35. And when they cng
tothem, their Dolors per¢esved that they wi
unlearned and ignorant Men, but rook K
ledge of them, thar they bad been with Fii
Alls fv. 13. as the Fewr before marvil
when they heard himfelf teach, low he ke
the Scriprures () tau: a7a comp. 2 Zem. 1L
being unlearned, John vii. 15, They knovl
could read the Scriptures as cther Fews did
the Synagogues, but how could the Son of!
Carpenter, without the Education of the S
take upon him to do then Office 3 or, 1 an
modern Stile, jump from his Trade muo !
Pulpit 2 Now thefe Scrébes, whom, tie firt

(ructed and fene forth tomake out the N
Teflament Revelation, and commit it to W
ting, (aid none other Things vhan thefe
the Prophets and Mofes did fay foould o
A&s xxvi, 2. And thus the Zhangs br
forth out of the Treafure committed Wt
FEarthen Vefels were New, and they werd
Thefe Scriles brought forth: the Knowleds
the Glory of God, enn the Face of Fafus U0
that had been of old fhewed thro’ 4 74/
Mofes and the Prophets. Thele Strews
the Myflerzes of God, [pake the WWifdom f :
that was bid in Myflery, and uoc the
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[flbz’s World, nor of the Princes of this Wortd
mbﬂ kniew 08 fl‘?e W;fdﬁm QfGad that was
id in Myltery 5 which Wifdom thele Scribes
ke, 70t 41 the Words which Mans Wiflom
wcherl 5 but with great Flaznnefi and Sime
lisity took the Words of the Holy Ghoft in
e 0ld Teflament, from a Tranflation then
1 common Ufe, and applied them g the Things
f the Kingdom of Heaven in the New Tefla-
went, according to the prime Intent of thefe
ords, which was rewealed to them by the Ho-
y Ghoft that endi_ted them. The Lord {pake
by Figures concerning the Kingdom of Heaven,
wd explained thefe to his Scrides 5 and the
ew Teflament Revelation, which he gave
hem to bring forth to the World, is the plain
Declaration of the fanie Things that had been
frefhewed of Old in the dark Prophefies and
Figures of the O/d Zeftament: Wherefore he
fiys, Every Scribe anflrulted unto the. Kings
m of Heaven, breugeth forth out of bis Trea-
ire Things New and Old. Whofoever is skil-
Jed in this WZfdom, that's taught in the Neq
Tefament, {0 as to be ableto teach it toothers, |
snow the Chriftean Scribe 5 and what a Dif-
eence 1s there betwixt this and the Know-
dge of your Scribe 2 Which is the Wifdom -
Words, the Wildom of rthis World, the
ifdom of the Jewilh Serile, and of the Dif-
uter of this World, and AMans Wifdom, which
s Foolsfnefs awith God, and was manifefted by
im to be Foolifbnefs, before he brought forth his
fdom that was bzd in Myftery, to theView of
World,in that # reachsng, which was a flum-

lingBlock to theFewifbScribe,and Foolifbnefs l:Q
the
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the Grecian Dilputers and Oratots ; but vhiv'i
whom Pz.called, the Wifdom of &od and 1R
Poiveir of God. Whatever Difference the St
turés make betwixt thefe two kindsof Wifdsh
you (1l affiem the Fzfdotm of the Jewith Ser
ad ‘the Wifdom of the Difputer of this Wortj]
1% 2 good Hand-maid to Scripture Kﬁoﬂ‘c‘dg’e’
and {erves to promote the Wellfate of “you
C‘hurch Your Reafon is as wide as the Exjli
cation of your Text. For, fay you, an i
-rant Minifify is a Reproach to ainy Chukh,
If'you be punning on the Word Jgrordnt, ui
Pfq'h'n'i“ﬁ'g:bp reafoning, you have hit it but ¥
you iridéed fay, that Ignorance of the huméis
Arts and Sciences before méntioned is a Ry
proach “to any Church ; this will need anotht
Reafon.to confirm it. { hope you do
mean, -that the Man~ Chrift Fefus ({uffer
Expreffion becaufe ’tis Scripture) _*tbe:He*
of bis Body the Church, (without which B
could not be its Head) is a Reproach &
that Church, becaufe he never was taught
nor did teach in his Church, thele A
and Sciences tainght in your Schools, ‘whist
in you would have your Expeétants to be trait
. ed for Scripture Knowledge. - Neither can’
 perfwade my felf, that you think the“Ffﬁ"_

of Gdlilee, who were not skill'd in thefe 5
ences, were a-Reproach to the Chuirch that
built on -their Doétiine, or Paul a e
Scribe, but ‘a Babler at Arhens, where 'ff
fent” him, when he did not allow him to ﬂ;
and preach in Ferufalem, the Place whd
his I earning would have. ferv’d him b’*ﬂ’ ks
who came nos with Excellency of Speech .'

\ .
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{ Man's Wifdot, declaring] the Teftimony of
; yea, whatever Force was in his infpired
fritings, fome that were Chriftians and Teach.
y in his Day, reckoned bis bodily Prefence
wak, and his Speech comtemprible. By your
hillin ecclefiaftick Hiftery, you can tell us, if
¢ Minifters, that the Apoftles left behind
em in the Churches; and who lived in the
ge next to them, were generally Men skill'd
1 the Arts and Sciences, of which you give
3 3 Catalogue ; and if they were not for the
oft Part knowing in thofe {Sciences, I have
leafon tothink you will not ¢all them aRe-
mach to the Church. Neither can I belicve
Mtyou think 1t a Reproach to the Chriftian
wgiver, that, in condefcending on the parti-
lir Qualificarions of that Miniftry, which he
ftituted to continue to the End of the World,
¢ does not fo much as mention the Knowledge
(thefe Arts and Sciences, the Ignorance of
mich, you fay, is a Reproach to any Church.
ind therefore .1 muft reckon you mean,
hurches have been reproach’d with this Ig-
nrance of their Minifters. ‘This 18 true in
ft ; the Difputers of the Worid laugh’d ac

be preaching of the 003], till there came.

paphilofophical Minifirg buc then they de-
wted from the SimpiicityWharis inChrift, and
rrupted the Gofpel, and {o they gain'd that.
ffieem in the World, which they. could not
wve 12)] the Glory departed from them. If it
% your Mind, that your Expeftants fhould
thlid the old Reproach, and {feck that Efteem
bich has come in Plece of it,by qualifying them-
Eives for the Miniftry with thefe Scicnces 5 K
. p ‘ 19
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is my Mind on the other Hand, that thele
literate Minifters fhould be content it be w
ceived they are unlearned and igneran: My
and to be called Bablers, that God’s Nape
may be eweellent, ‘in ordatning Strength ou,
the Mouth of Babes, while be confounds th
Wifdom of the wife, and by the Foolifbnefs. s
preaching faves them that belzeve.

After all that you have {aid of the Neceffy
of thefe Sciences, are you well skil’d in they
your felt 2 And if you be, is it not a g
Neglett in you, that the Souls of your Peopl
aré not entertain’d with that Knowledge? |
only wonder, that when you commend {o map
Arts, wherein  you have not inftru@ed you
People, and wherein few have perceivd o
to be very knowing, you have not mention
the Polztscks, or rather that which by it o
poflefles the Name, Arz? 1 plead for a Room
this in your Cataloguc of Sciences 3 becaufs it
is, at leaft, as neceffary to a Govessor of y
Church as any of them : For at no Time wasit
govern’d without it ; yea, you know hew uf
ful it 1s to you in the Condué of yeur Flockis
Dundee. All your Colletions from your o
thodox Books, in the Difputes you have had v
Epifcopals and Independents, and ‘your Colleét
ong from pratical Writers and the Sermo
of ypur-Brethren, will not manifeft you to b
fo far above the illiteratc in the Knowleds
of humane Arts and Sciences, as you are i
Are. The very Rife of that Se@, of which yo
now complain, was owing to your Arz, as ot
Mean in the Hand of ~holy i{rovidencc, and

after an Application of all your s inR‘.h
| - il
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Rife of that Seft, your Silence and Forbear.
ace of open Oppofition to it, was a Piece of -
Art that, for ought I know, you learn’d from
Juiian:  For no Man will believe it was in-
ended for the Profperity of that Seét, any more
thanhis Forbearance to the Seft that differ’d
from his eftablifh’d Church, was intended for
the Profperity of that Seft. And now that you
have broke Silence again, there is certainly Ary
in that allo. There is more Art than reafon.
ing in what you fay againft the illiterate Mi-
nfters 3 and 1 fear it isnot fo much your Mean-
ing, that the People’s Souls fhould beg enter-
nin'd with-the Sciences, of which you {peak,
s that they fhould be fed with the Fancy
that you have them, and fo are only capable
toteach them Scripturé-knowledge ; and that,
being ignorant of thofe mighty Scienc®, they
msy not dare to differ from your Gloffes on
the Scripture, nor hearken to iliterate Men,
who, for Want of the Sciences, cannot explain
the Scriptures. Thefe illiterate Minifters, it
Letters could do their Bufinefs, have far more
ned of them than you, who are already in
the Efteem of the Multitude far wifer than
ou really are, and who, according te your own
ticiples, can never have much Ufe for Phi~
Iofophy and Criticifm in confuting Hereticks :
For you know you have no more to do, but to
tdown in a Presbytery or Synod, and vote a-
tinft Herefy, and then call on the Magittrate
0 Extirpate it, or root Qut the Hereticks ;
hereas the Illiterate have fothing but theWord
°E,Gﬂd, and if they cannot manage that as-1t 18

ighty thro' God, and not thro’ the Sciences,
C 2 ) they

. e ]



( 20 ) .
they can do nothing, Yet if they prevail inth
_Iea,g againft Error, God will have more Honoy
than in thofe that need lefs Dependence o
him, and yfe Means to keepthemlelves off fro
that Dependence ; and if the Fruzes of thep
Miniftry in Angus, and the Jorks of their Df.
ciples be compared with gours, it may poffibly
appear, that the Word ot God alone is th
Power of God to Salvation, and that there is
Reufon to be afbamed of it,without your Sciences,
You tell us, that for acquiring thefe Artsand
Sciences there ought to be Schools of Learnin
as there were Schaols of the Prophets of 015.
But were thefe Arts and Sciences taught in the
Schaols of the Prophets of old 2 And do you
imagine that your Expeétants and young Preach:
ers are the Succeflurs of the young Prophets, and
you, or the Teachers of the Sciences, the Suc
cefflors of the old ones? And if Pafton
and Teachers be to be trained up in Schooly
as were the Prophets, . what Schools do you
read of for them in the New Teftamen,
but the Churches of the Saints? The pur
Word of God fourded ont at firft from tlge
Churches; but the firft Herefies came I
from the Schools of the Fewifh Scribes, 4d
from the Schools of the Heathen Philofopher,
and the firt Chriftian School at Alexanirit
produced Arianifin. When the Miniftey of
the Gofpel came to be attended with worldly
Honour and Gain, all that fought to be em
loy'd 1 it for the fake of thefe, were nd
gtted by Jefus Chrit to be Paftors and Teach
ers, and his Gify alone, tho' fufficient for I
End, was not fufficient to bear them out in the

¥ipure they behoved to make in the Worldat;:
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Succefors of the heathen Priefts:” And
seforc they behoved to have fuch Qua-
wtions, as could be attained the fame
y that Men attain Qualifications for other
ddly Employments. ‘Thus Men came to
Minifters of the Gofpel, as they came
be Lawiers and Phyfﬁ:ians- The Hea.
as at firft ridiculed Chriftianity; but as
gew upon them, in fpite ofall the Methads
t ufe to be taken with fuch as are not to be
fmed with, they began to exercile their
il in difputing againft it. This proved a
mptation to fuch Chriftians as had Letters,
by afide the old Weapous, that were mzgh-
thre’ God for cafbing down Imaginations,
every high Thought exalting it felf againft
Knowledge of Chreft, and contend with
ml Weapons,oroppolc the Wifdom of Words,
defend the Gofpelagainit it, by the Wefdom
irds. But inftead of maintaining the Caufe
e Gofpel this Way, they in Efteé gave it
ind corrupted the Dotrine of Chrift, by an
eavour to reconcile it as much as might be
i Wefdom of the Difputer of this World.
i the Gofpcl became a Science, inftead of
itdof Faseh, and the old Difference be-
t thefe two, {tated by the APOﬁlﬂ 1 Cor J
dii, Chapters, was in a greatMeafure dope
- And thus, as Sarawn beguiled Eve thro'
Subsility, their Minds were corrupsed from
Smplicity that is in Chriff. 'This went
ud continues to this Day under all the
t Shiapes of the Profeffion of- Chriftianity,
tever Expeétants, asyoucall them, inftead
g fafs the faithful Wordén Leaching,

ey may be able by found Dolirine both
-.. 10
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to exhort and convince the Gainfayer
Profeffars of Oppofitions of Science fu
called, or of Polemick Divinity. +
When you have ftated the Opinion
Practice of the Sedt lately rifen among ys
make & Suppofition, that the Devil fhould
up Arians, Sociniansand Deifts, to atack
holy Religion. This Suppofition may be
lowed ; for it is Matter of Faét, Books w
ten by Men of Letters againft the Faith of
* Son of God, and againft the Truth of Chrif
nity, are in the Hands of your People, and
ing with them ; Infidelity is growing
fpreading apace ; and the Courfe of the W
that has been in the Channel of Superfit
under the Chriftian Name, to the grea
honour of that Name (frofa the Days of (
(tantine, but efpecially from thg Time.
Clergy came up as the ezghth Head of the
man Empire, and rbe ten Kings gave i
Powey to the Beaft to make one Opinion)
now turning into the Channel of Infideliy
the great Grief of the Clergy of all Sorts;
caufe itfhakestheir T'hrone,and fills their K
 dom with Darknefs. When you bave laidd
your Suppofitidn, you propole your Argum
in a Queftions; What conid fush Men d
defend it? And they’ll perhaps enquire 1
feeing your temporal Intereft and your !
thority in the World lies at the Stake, #
arc you doing to defend it 2 Men of Let
both in the Church of Eugland and your Ch
have been wriring Defences ; but what
any of your Seft in this Chatch offered th

worth the Reading ¢ You can in your ";
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it with the Writers for Chriftianity, and
 them with betraying the Caufe, while
L annot fay ’tis thro® their Want of Letters,
2 contend for the Evidence that the Tefli-.
gy of God in the Gofpel carries in it felf, and
held by them whole Underftandings heo-
« to underftand the Scriptures, and behold
¢ Evidence in them ; and you do well..
+is that Evidence to be feen only in the
jsl Hebrew and Greek Text? Or could
 at Rome perceive i, where ] fuppole Paul
ke it in Larin to the Romans, as they of
jesdid, to whom 1 fuppefelie {poke Greck ?
J could the Greeks perceive any Evidence in
References to the Old Teftament, which
ited to them in Greek, as did thele to
m he fpoke in the Helrew Tongue? Next
w, is this Evidence that the Word of God
he Scriptures carries in it felf, to be per-
donly by the Secribes and Dipusers of
(World; the Criticks, Philofophers, Aftro-’
s, Maghematicians, Polemick Divines,

praphers, Hiftorians 2 &c. Or allo by the

s, the foolifb, bafe Things of this World?
is it to be communicated to others by zbe

om of Wards, or in that plain fimple Man-
wherein it is declared in the Scriptuces 2
1 let us underftand what Advantage you

there with your Letters beyond the illite-
! We are @ill at a_Lofs to know what
1o do to defend the Chriftian Doltrineby
Letters againft the Adverfaries. What Ad-
ty have you bafled 2. Or whom have you
krted by the Power of your Learning ox o-.
hile, from Socinianifm, Arianifm ox ;}Z?-‘r’-:.
. ‘ zym?




zfin 72 You have had Infidels to deal wit
Dundee 5 but what did you, beyond raifipp
Ufe of Lamentation int the Pulpit, and tl}
them in private, that they fhould be hang'd:
illiterate Man would have taken another Coy
he would have plainly told them the Evid
that hehimfelffaw in the ‘Golpel, and howt
Atheifm and Infidelity of his own Hein
quelled by the Word of God ; arid if be pr
ed not, hewould pray for theny, and fhewth
the Truth ot Chriftianity in his Life, and¢
in Deeds of Good-will to them 3 while at
fame Time he would fuffer no Member of
Chriftian Society, wherein heis concetned,to
a Life of Contradition to any Part of the Gof
but zake heed 10 himfelf, and the whole F
"to have a Converfatéion beccoming the G
This is the Seét lately rifen, againft which:
feem fo much difpleafed; but why fhould
Ji_f pleafe you, that, while there are fo many
you train’d up in Letters, and well hired to
feud your Gofpel, a Set of People fhould en
in this Way of the Dcfence of Chriftianity 1t
their worldly Intereft 2 Or what kind of
are ye, that neither defend Chriftisnity
~ felves, nor fuffer the Defence, that either |
literate ot illiterate are offering toit?
Next, you enquire how they would dof
Jefuits; to which theyll readily anfwer, ¢
the fame they do with you, while you ﬁ}b
the Gofpel of the Kingdom of Heat!
many Inftances, and miflead “the People. ]
l1ttle Stori'ee_l, and .your Arguings 1
Mouths of your- Agents, come to theil

- +

They fee thro’ yous “Arts  and Difﬂﬁ
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they difcovet thg Faliscies of your Ai'"u‘ngi
v the Wotd of Gad, they maintsin the Truth
that Word, and fet fome of your mifled
Teople Right ;3 fo. would they do with Fefuits.
. You put their Anfwer to your Queftions in
he Shape of an Objeétion, O, fay’they, we
ire the Word €0 eoppole them, which i not
i faid. But what is your Anfwer to this
Objection ? - L

‘Had there not,. fay you, been Men of Leitn.
g before you te have tranflated it, .you cven
vould not -had that. Well they have it; and
[tope you do not grudge them this, ax yout
Fsthers of the . Roman Chuech did, when the
Ford in his marvelous Providence brought the
Yriptures to Jight in the Langusges of the
Nations. ‘The lllitetate adere "the Wifdom,
Guodnefs and Power of God in this, as they doin
the firlt Publication of the Gofpel by the Gift of
Tongues, before it was written. and likewif$
in the writting of it. And frem this Saying of
zuuri they have Reafon to think, that it you
td been a Clergyman, when it began to be
turflated into the modern Languages, you hed
tt leaft refufed to ule your Leaining that Way,
fot Fear of the Cotfequence ind the Danget that
tight coine to the Church thereby. The Seégt
tf which you complain do wor, 4s -you hete it
fimate, decey the Xnowledge of the Junguages
thit’s neceflary for' tranflating- the Bible, a6
fiey do not decry-the Art of Printing, withe
Wt which, you Men of Letters would have
hbowred ynder 2 vaft Difadvastage; butds they
will not {ay that no Man but'a Printet - can ‘be
) Migifter, neithet dare they afficm, that *nbm
D w




S ()
but 2 Tranflator is fit for that Office. They
fuppofe 2 Man may be capable to tranflate the
Bible, and yet not quality’d for the Miniftry,
as the Wotd of God dirells, as- another myy
be qualify’d for that Office according to the
Scriptures, and yet know the Word of God
only in his own native Language. TheReading
of the Scriptures was much atttended to in the
fir# Churches, and they could not all hex
or know them, without being read to them;
{o they had Readers, who were not Minifters,
‘fitter for ‘that than for the Miniftry 5 yes, and
perhaps fitter for reading than the Minifter
themfelves : < For no doubt you can inform us, by
your Skill in Hiftory, if there were not Min:
fters in the firft Churches that could neither
read nor write. But do you in earncft affirm,
that none are fit for the Miniftry but fuch
as are capable to tranflatc the ~Bible?
And if you do, are you perfwaded that yout
felf is 2 Minifter, or many more. with you,
who content themfelves with as much Know-
ledge ot the Hebrew for ordinary, s caics
~them thro’ their Trials 2 1 remembe of a Let-
ter that came to your Presbytery from one,
for whofe Miniftry you had not a great Rergard,
but he was & noble Hebrean. He infulted
she reverend Presbytery, by writting to them
the Words of a Language which they were fup-!
pofed to know, and he underftood they knew
not, and that was the Hebrew. This wasé
Refle&tion upon them, full as fevere, a8 89
{,ow have made on the Men that are willing It
e perceiv'd they are unlearned and ignoravi

Mew. Waurther, you know how many of youﬁ
; . S e ¥
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nfed a8 to the little Knowledge you had of
he Greek Teftament when you came off ‘the

tons, And are your Confciences fo far feared,

unot to give you the leaft Uncafinefs; when

we make your People believe, that others

umnot be Minifters for the Want of that Xnow-

ledge of the facred Languages, which you your

tlves leaft of all ftudy?

Then you enquire what they would anfwep

\fefuiz, when he iays, the Paffage is not juftly

moflated 2 For it feems, tho’ they have un-

hppily got that Weapon, the Word of God,

1 their Hands, you ftill hope they have not

il to ufe it, and your Hope is founded in

hat you propofe by Way of Queftion to them.

Bt how would you, tho’ well skill'd in the

[inguages, defend your People againft that

Wuit, that have not Letters, and are not ca-

tble to judge of what is {aid of the Juflnefs -
f the Tranflation by the Knowledge of the

nguage 2 What could you anfwer him to the

itisfaCtion of your People’s Confciences, that
illiterate Man could not anfwer 2 And (eeing

mhave taken up the Fefuitical Argument, for

be Honour of the Church and the Clergy, a-

int thefe illitesate Men, and their Englzfb

ble; could you blame any of your People

hit (hould gooff to the Romaz Church, becaunfe

bey know riot if the® Tranflation be juft ; and

hen the Queftion came, whether they fhould .
licve you or the learmed Fefuit, 2 Clergy-

mn of 2 more ancient Church, in the Know-

e of Letters, with & Pretence of Infalibility,

%y choos’d to believe the Fefuzz2  You know

s ftronget Thing you have to fay in this Cale
Dz again{’t‘
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agiin{t the Jefiris, is what the illiterate myyf
as well as you. Or, arc you indeed far ;hgﬂy
ple’s believing in youe Church, inftead of the
Engiifb Bible? - Or perhaps you'lk came pey

to a Queftion, if 8 Man can be {aved withy

Skill in the facred Languages, yes, withayt 1}
ariginal Manufcripts 7~ And Qle:gggngn b
play’d the like of this to kegp Souls in Dep
dence- on their Autherity.
But if thefe illiterate Lenders be fo igno
of the Word of Gad, their only Weapan, gadj
able to ufe it, why do aot you Menof Letters
your Ability to handle the Word againt thet
reduce the People, that are willed by them;)
your Obedience 3 And if you be not able to
that, why do youpraclaim yosy own Shame, |
ing your Chuech is i Danger froea Menth
want Letters ? - | -
Your Delcription of the New Teftamerst N
nifter comes not wzli in immediately gheer yoi
Difcourfe of the Necefficy of the Arts and Sei¢
ges to the Miniftry of the Gofpel : For it wi
apres full a5 well te the illiteratc a5 to Moea

Letters, It is true, your Delcription is deb

ent as to a main Lart of the Charalles of fach
Miniter, which canoot be declared without fug
an Underflunding of the Diffcreace betwixt 4
0/d Teflamentand the New, 13 you myighe les
from the illiterate Men, the Preachess oftt
Kingdom of Heaven. ¥ou {peak af a N
Totament Minilter, hismaking Cheilt All, ¢
 {elf Nothing; and yet YOu teaia up your youl

Chriftians, by the Queltions you put to them,
the way of Scif:  For an illiterate Maa wOk
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iy fee him, that could readily anfwer them
they ste propoled, to be a felf-righteous Pha-
jir, and leaning, thro’ Self-coneeit, on the
wi Difpofitions expreffed in your Queftions,
ierd of the good Pleafure of God’s Goodnefs,
J fetting up to be a Chriftian, in the Confi-
e of 2 good Difpofition toward it thet he -
ods in his Heart. You propofe a great many
hings to your Catechumen, who may be igno-
mof the Fundamentals of Chriftianity, which
o but fuppofed in your Queftions, and yet an-
yer thefe Queftions ; which he may alfo do
hout having the Word of God for the only
e of his Chriftianity. And yet thefe Quef-
ms contain & Covenant, which you {ay he muft
ske with God. ‘And who are you that would
eusanother Covenant, and another Miniftry
hn that we have in the Scriptures of the New
fiamens 2 _1 -

ltis not my Province to point out the Yacon.
fencies of your Sermon in the Things you of-
it againft your Brethren ; that belongs to them,
they think it worth their while 0 take any
otice of you. But if no other regard you, I
s you'Il accept of this «as a Piece of Service
?é tc;) you, and the Truth which yeu op
e OY» |

SIR,

Your Well-wifber,
- #nd bumbie Servass,

Finburgh, Famy -~ JOHN GLAS.

RLEVET
. POS
. .
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 POSTSCRIPT

Take the following Copy .of a2 Sutemg
from  the Seffion of one of your B
thren, as an Evidence of the Succefs of
Preaching to them againft 1lliterate Mi
fters. You need not queftion if it be ¢

" Bffe& of your Warning, when you
fder how much Ear he gave to your f

©Woarning, andhow altive he was upon it
the Rife of that Seét, which to your gr
. Griefis latcly rifen among you. And y
{ee him as fenfible of his own Call a
Miffion, and of the Neceffity of hum
Atts and Sciences in the Miffion to the
fice of the Miniftry, as you can . defire,
as far from joyning Iffue with Fulian
you could wifh. o

Ketim the fizteenth Day of Decomb
“One thoufand Seven hundred

“ thirty three Years.

THE faid Day the Kirk Jeffions confidetsn
That by the wholefome Couftatni1ons of th
National Church, and by the Word of God |
felf, no Man ought 29 intrude tnto . sbe facrt
Office of the Menafiry, awithout besng calledy o1
fent of God:  Nor ought they to be received ;’
10 Chrifiian Houfes, nor bid God - [peed.
it is of Verity, thas you Alexander MOT:;
Weaver in the Gask 2n thes Parifb, “f;”};iﬂ
| | 9
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iy Day of November, Dave inuwited mel
wito your Houfe, and bidden God [peed to

Don and Cant presended
whers, and encosraged them to make a
wof Preacheng,upon ene or other of the Days
bis prefent Monsh, in the Bayn of Patrick
hie 7 Paty, and this Parifb, as common
e goes. For which, if found true, you oughs
peenfured according to the Demerit of your
wial. Extralled by, -

ROB. CHRISTIE S¢fs. Clerk.

mes Watfon Officer, by Warrand fromthe
e Kirk Seffion, fummon youn Alexander
e, t0 compear before the Kirk-Seffion Sab,
 news, the Thirtieth Infrans, to anfwer
e Poinss of the above Libel, wizh Cersify-

i Thss,I give yoy Deccmbcrlz xivr;;;-
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